


SEP 14 1945 

Dear Kr. Dijour• 

Tho enclosed dooUlllents were received for, 

70U through the United States Consulate General in 

Istanbul. 

Vary tru:cy' y0ura, 

(51gned) Florence Hodol 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive 

Dirootor 

ilr. llya Dljour 
Blreotttive Seoretaey 
Riu-Ica llldgl"ation Aesooiation, Inc. 
1317 .,. Street, If. ff. 
-.Sh!ngton, D. C. 

' . 

fJ7 
IBToirl.er 9-14-45 
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Dear Mr. Asotsky: 

As you may know, the War Refugee Board will be 
dissolved on September 15th. Because or your deep 
interest in the work of the Board, I am sending you 
herewith tor your confidential information a cop1 
ot the summary report of its activities. 

It was only through the cooperation of the 
private agenoles that it was possible tor the Board 
to bring some measure of relief and hope to the 
suffering victims of Nazi oppression. I wish, there-. 
fore, to take this opportunity to thank 1ou on behalf 
of the Board for the support and assistance rendered 
by your o~ganization to this unique humanitarian 
undertaking. 

81noerely yours, 

(Slg,,odJ IHl1!11m O'Dw:f~l". 

William O'J>wfer 
Executive Director 

Mr. Isaac L. Asoreky, ... 
Executive Dire~tor; .. · ··· - _ .-.
Hebrew Sheltering_and __ Imm1grant 
"""A!LIW.tl!lll.. . . 
425 Lafayette Street, 
Rew York, N. Y. 

Enclosure. 

FH:hd 9/5/45 

~ -
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lloar Sirs1 

For your information and t~t of' other 

interested persona, this is to advise you that 1 1n 

view of the early termination of the War Refugee 

BQard, over...all respone1bll1ty for the Eme:rgenoy 

Refugee tlhelter at·Fort Ontario; Oswego, New York,_ 

has been transferred from the War Refugee Board to 

the Depal'tme~t Of tho Interior. 
t 

I 

Very truly yours, 

l(Sigaed) Flot•(Jno..,- F.c•lnl 

Florenoe Hodel 
Assistant Bxeout1ve Director 

Hebrew Sheltering 1111d Immigrant Aid 
Sooiety, 

425 Lafayette Btreot, 
Hew York, ?low Xork. 

~.ZBT:inp 6/26/45 

{ 
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TO: 

rm:.~!?: 

Sucrctary of state, :·rauhington 
/ . 

f,merican ?oUticlll Adviser, Caserta 

liarch 12, 1945 

210 
>' 

b CONTROL COPY 
In reference to your 719, February 27 and. 751 o.f _Fe.bruitry 28, 

- ; 

the '7ar 'lefugec !loard · is not. represented• by Jacobson. The Depart-
/ 

rnent has riot approved .his entry into l!uneary. 
/ . 

The validity of Jacobsori•s passport includes Portugal, Spain, 

and Turkey and does not include other continental ~uropean countries. 

Parephraeed: 
DC /Li l!ft:Ji l'JJ.! 
3-11.-45 

sm:>rrnrus 
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.QtfJe'Ni•fttt(ltdf~ 
~-- ·.·~--. ~'~·.air.!~~.~fi;,'execufi*•L UNJ!l!¥-ORGED ON .unl~"f!~tor ot HIAB, added that !le' ; 

. ~~~;et::J~~~~~~ :z:; TO WAR REFUGEES Commlltee, the InlernaUonal Mt, ·.· ... ·... .•. . . . ~:t{J~~~n:~:~~=~~~t.:Ja 
Hebrew. immlgran~ ~Id Oroup ~W:~~~~ to partlclpate .~. the 

Calls for a:Councfl ·of All : · ,1,8os,ooo Budget Adop)ecl 
Agencies In the· Field After a:1!.opting a 1945 budjet 'of 

· . $1,808,000-'-the large•! 1n the his-
tory of the organlzatlon-tho. delll-

" In a _move to ellminate .. dupiJca- g~s d~~~::-~ :~~e~:~!th_"i:; 
tfon_ot actlvlUea among organfza .. retugees seeking new homes •. :one 
Uons supplyJng rellet_for EurOpe'a appeal 'wu made dlrecUy __ ~_!4~ 
refugees, · 2,500 delegales to the forthcoming United. NaUo!"f .co)\-

- alxtleth ·annual convenUon cit the ~e~~~u!~~nlf Qf1:::.tf:K°~%~~ 
Hebrew Shel~ring and Imm.Jgrant Within ·the countries· represe-nted 
Aid Society urged· yeaterday the Another resolutlon asked Presl
creaUon ot a council ot Jewlah vol- dent Roosevelt to JaSue the· neoes
unta.ry. agencies U · the pivotal ury. dlrecUyes- _to_ -f'inake. ~8 -~,; 
point ot a j>bµl for coord.Jnatlng mlnlatratro~- of ~e __ natlona-t.J:nlri.l: 
their work. - -- '~r~oh=e; l:s th~~1:i"dc:i!ai~~ 

The program was adopted unanJ- many tamlllea as po.Sible ·may be 
mdti.aly at a meetlng at the Hotel reunlted.',~- .... ~e-Prealdent·als~.·waa 

i Aator. · EmphllJJlzlng_th·e need. tor urged'to use h!B gaod_oftlcea to llli 
f .oine BO~_ Of pJatform of c!>opera• duce ~reat -Brl~ln tQ -,~Yoke U11 

1 tfon, Abraham Herman, p~~~~t :re~e~:)~r pJfe~~::n~: .~e~ 
! ot mA.S, deCJared that under ex- Throµghout ~e· three·hour me~t-
j Wing cond.JUoD:S a cer:tafn amo~t Ing speaker after speaker deCia~d -~ 
j f?l _0overlapplng and dupllcaUon _of that Palestine ottered 'the Dest an_d _, 
; dlort wB.a inevitable. perhaps. the· ~~Y solu~oi( to the

1
. _ 

· · Aecordlng to Mr Herman the Jewlsh refugee problem. Most of! 

'.plan Js ba.sed on th~ P11nc1Pte' that j ::e~::i~~~i':r1n~f t1:'~lnd~f!rl=j'.~ 
ft f• "good sense tor each agency 1 Palestine and for falllng to set upl' 
to confine ltseU to expansion With- i a Jevp!h commonwealth there. 
In tho apeclal field, ot Its past ex- Especially bitter waa Repr .. en-

. perience.'' Jn thfa connecUon, the 1 !:':Ov:~~~u~a~e::!afJ!~fe!l.r ~ 
1 progr~ calla_ upo~ all agenctes_ to ; velt and th~ DemQCraUc Ad.-nlnil-) 
~fa:ln from te.Jqng on a:ei:vt~H al- 'tratlon·had go~e back on-pre~lec
ready being performed ·by ;, rs- tlon pledges to .lrilpport llt••.crea
aponslble group. . · · ; t!on of a Jewl~h 1!.Qmeland In. 

0
• Pal· 

Under the JUAS plan, tl_le pro ... t estµie. ~ , --:· , --'M , • . -
poaed council w. Ill not perform any He deq red that ~· Congre1-

1 ~~~t p:~s~8 .!':n;1t1Jvf!~~:S 11~ :t~C8(e.d 1J ~~~~:~t:;~ -
'~eaentattve ,of the·- member tfne-wat detracked at'Jh 

! a nclca In deaU. ni ~th foreign , ot Ute B. rlt!•h Go.v. ~rnment. 
go ernmenla _on pro ems ot gen- ' --Dean' - Altange, Liberal 

i e.ra poUcy. - -· - .'. -, - _ _ ! leader, - declared tha,t ·organized 
/ . 'I • .. council a!JO Y'ld provide ;re.wry sh.o.uld dl~e1a.i4 pr .. enhe• 
.

1 

a forum. ~tor the dfa~~lon ot the -•~rictlon1.·and .... "aanc.Uon'"and. ·."" ... p-
but methoda ot meeting th• com: port oxtrelcgal Im.migration . Into 
plex _prob1ema facing relief agen• Pa1catlne.'' . . _ 

0 
• _ • .- _ • 

cl~-~.~--'-~t.Jlt_~~~~-!!!~-~~~an ~-----:-_-- · - :--._- - · :_- _ . 



(Released for distribution ?'.arch 3, 1945) 

PARAPHRASE ()p TELEGUAli llliCEIVED - . 
/ . 

FROLI: Au.erican Political Adviser; Caserta 

TO: Secretary of State, \'leshington 

DATllD: February 28, 1%5 

ca _CONTROL COPY . NWB&R: 751 

The follmrl.ng nessage is in reference to ~ cable or Februacy 27, 

Noc 719, 
; ·.... .. I 

l!cllarney Yras informed by General Key that position of; llungarian 

Governr.llnt ia that all citizens of IJunp,ary are on equal basis and in the 

opinion of the Hungarian Prima l!iniater, to encourar,e intervention in 

behalf of only one group would be umd.ae. 

In addition Key stated that since this probably refiocted.the 
/' 

Russian attitude he hesitated to request Jacobson's clearance. 

It was Key•a ·opinion that since war refu&ea.s as a general class 

obviously ne!Jd relief, entrance of representatives of relief agencie~ 

not affiliated wtth one religious or racial group would be approved by 

both l!ungariano and nu:iaians. 

DC/J,:liAS: JnJ.( 3-3-45 

. .··KIRK 

DRCI Af"~Jl'J",O 
6141-0 Dop~ l..otwr, 1-11.7a 

JJ1 B. IL l'/&l'.ka Dat.o~ 1 1972. 

·, 

\ 
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!CONTROL COP'f71 
(JUL :t:.s JJ !!A:'Cll l, 1945) -

h:ieriCFn Poli tic:>l Advisor, Casertl'-

m: Socretrry of Stpte, iifahi.ngton 

DATED: Febru,~ry 27, 1945 

mr:B:!l1 719 
'I 

U. S. tn!GHllT. 
I / 

Fror.i Debrecen Sq_uires hc!s r()"!)orted thE't HI.AS IOn_: offf.olel 

s. 1lertrend JEtcobson nor. in Rum2.Ilie bee E'.Skod for eesistf'nce in 
I I 

entoring HUil{Icry frol!I Generc.l Keys. li'c.r·Re.fugeo DoPrd has 8!1lll'oved 

hie epnl1C!'tlon, Jecobson says. 

Is Jacobson to be the officicl. representrtive of the l'far lle~ee 

Borrd in Hungrry rnd as conditions L\l'o non', docs the Department approve 

his entryl 'ile nould .-.nnrociate being ur~ently edvisede · 

Sent to Depertrnent 2s n>.1.0ber three fro~ Dobrecen. 

Kil!K 

3/2/'16 
.;.--' 

-----........ 

I 
I 

l 
l 
i 
I 
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FEB 23 1945· 

Dear Ir. Aeofslqs 

I ban 7ou.r letter ot Febzuary 14; 19.45, 
concerning the dltficul ties ineountered in the trana
lliarlon or meseages to 8!ld f'rOll 7our repre11•tat1ve 
in Rwm.nia. 

Thia is to ad'fise you th& t it is not feasible 
tor the Board to ake the 1Ngge&ted appointment of 
llr. Jacobson tor the p.lJ'p<>Be indles.ted. 

./ 
lr. Ieaac L. Asotalcy', 

Very t.rul)r :yours, 

Wil.li&l!l 0 1Dwyer 
ExeClltb'8 Dinc:tor 

E>:eoutive Director, , ... 
·Hebrew Shelte;iilg and Iaigrilnt 

· Aid Eooiety, 
425 Lafayette Street, 
Jin York 3, Nn York. 

~ EBT1inp 2/23/45: 

i . \ 



-_--, ___ S&A·«:::-....,_ 

;:;;~~~,:---~ 

OfRCE OF 1HE 
EXECunvt DIRECfOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR RERJGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Asofskys 

In reply to your letter of February 14, 1945, I W-;,:;.l,,_:f-v d../v,.:,t; 
!.~ 1 -'-

wieh-to-advisej'ou thii t the war Jtei\igee&~;~-not plan X!J / · r·>· 

to designate a repreBentative in RUDania. ~ it 

is not feasible for the Board to make the suggested appointment 

of llr. Jacobson for the plrpose indicated. 

Mr, lease L. Asoteky, 
Executive Director, .. 
Hebreli Sheltering and Immigrant 
Aid Scciety, 

425 Lafayette Street, 
!llm York 31 !few York, 

Very truly yours, . 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

I 
L 

' ' 

'' 



](EBRKW SHELlf.RING and 
IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETY----~··~··;;._~·· 

om<:EBS 
.PreD:!W 

Ahnd:am l!ermim 

v~ 
AlMrt l!osalhlatl 
Semmel A. Ta?My 
Sol=-~ 
Jos.eph PuJH,,,,,,_ 
S<mu>ell'.alukr 
Frederic IL Ma= 
Ab?ab<= )!lohu 

Jalilll 5'.bafeT 
P.<aTT L Wo!ll 

Trear.uer 
BmIT ruchol 

~·,.,__., 
llatl><:D Sc!loo:1lo!d 

Hcmorarr Seaet<J::rr 
S<mu>elGoldJU"' 

Exec:DUr• Dlndor 
baoC L Ato!UT 

• 
BOAllD OF Dll!EC'rOll!! 

-~ AafOQ llr.i}<mll> 
J:d11rcud M.. Bectoo. 
Dr.J=ns.n>JU"' 
~1--!zl 
Jlohhl A. D. Barcclc 
Elm A. Ccl>a 
Sele= DlD90I 
BmIT ndo1 
Hoa. J=>h J. Goldmm 
S=uel Go!ds1el:l 
MuncrrLGmfo!D 
llo\::beGwtla 
Adolph l!tld 
Jlb:oh= Htt=<m 
llartTO.l!n=
Aloxai>der r.ohA 
MIL IA= rm::o1k7 
Dr. EW.u J:all 
llmlT~ 
Hatry IL Utl>orill 
JI. I. HtJiue
J-b U<:uel 
llcn'ld P'<Mkl 
1-Ph PulYOrmccbn 
Alktl Jlcooralilall 
,_pbl!<~'1 
tra1har. t:eboonhld 
Hoa. Jldofpb El11D 
Dt. _,Suder.tr 
-IJl.T•l<o7 
lf<mTVlcmdH 
-Jamin J. Vlolobet9 
Dr. lfmold M. Vlthlffr'I 
l(onlo Vlolo!:4t!I 
S.J,Vlt~ 

W0t:1•o'•Dn&loa 
)111, A, !!.,!MA 
MIU Ellwbolb i..-

Hla•C4tln<ll ol 01qonl10lloru 
A. BarO<I 
Jnulo Oollack 
!ofn•Y OrHa1>n9 
Motrl• Tlqtl 
1.oulo :zato 
Mtt.!loM Z.!tllA 

Vl=•"'•Cow>dl 
Mt1. l!mzlOJI 1• JAUm 

' ' ' 

425 LAFA YBTTE ST., NEW YORK 3; N~ Y •. 
Telephone ALgonquin 4-2900 

Oveneu Central Ollice: HIAS-ICA EMIGRATION ASS;N (HICEM) 

Limon, Portugal 

Miss Florence Hodel, ·. 
Assistant Executive Director 
War Rei'ugee Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

February 14, 1945 

As you probably know from messages that have come to 
us through your office, our representative, s. Bertrand 
Jacobs~, is now in Bucarest, Roumania. ·· · 

The Cable and Radio Censor has_,.ealled our attention 
that in order to permit messages from u~. Jacobson to 
reach us, such messages should be sent through the War 
Rei'ugee Board. We accordingly cabled to our central 
office in Lisbon, Portugal, from vrhom we received the 
following reply, contained in your comm\lilication to us 
of January 31st. 1945: 

· 11Refer ours 20th. Jacobson Bucharest in reply my com
munication states no WRB there, suggests either trans
mission through VIRB Istanbu1 calling attention to 
mutilation occurring all cables received Istanbu1 or 
have him, Jacobson, appointed temporary representative 
VIRB without salary.· Claims Burton Perry American 
Minister apI)rov~es_appointm;mt. 11 

...... · .. ··· •... : . 

We would very.much appre~i~te your advising us whether 
the suggestion made by Mr. Jacobson is possible. If 
you desire we shall be very glad to discuss the matter 
Ylith you in person. 

AG 

PrcJitlenf1 War Relief Control Board Resl1trntlo11 No. 562 
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Prui.4nJ 

JOHN L BERNSTEiloj . 
Ch~1 E.u~uC~•ittu 

·ABRAHAM HERMAN 
Hou":17 Strr1ur, 

WUIS OUNGllE 

Mnr11n.s: 
ISAAC L A.SOFSKY 
SOW!.!ON DINGOL 
SAMUEL A. TEI.SEY 

Encum-i: Dnt:crou: 
JAMES BERNSTEN. U,J,. 
EDOUARD OUNGRE. &n.r·Ains 

Enamn Su::U"ruY: 
ILJA DIJOUR 

A~U:t.l U•-.it1111 ~ 
CnTt1µ.U.U: 

CANM>A 
CUBA 
JAMAICA 
M£XJCO 
PANMIA 
ARGENTINA 
BRAZIL 
BOUYlA 
CHILE 
COW.\IBIA 
ECUADOR 
PARAGUAY 
PERU 
URUGUAY 
YENEZUELf 

0 AUJTRIA 
0 8£1.CIUM 
•BULGARIA 
•QECHOSLOY AXM 
•DANZIG 
•DEJlMARI: 

ENGLAND 
0 ESTON/tf 
'PINLAHD 
'FRtfHCll 
'GERMtfHY 
'<ill.EECB 
'l/OIL!}ID 
•lfUH<iARY 
'ITALY 
•LfTV/A ~. 

'UTllUAHIA 
•WXEMBOURG 
'l'OLAHD 
l'OKTIJGAL 

•flUMAHIA 
SPAIN 
SFEDEH 
Sll'ITZERJ.tfl/D 
TURKEY 

'l'UGOSLAl'IA 

'Cllllltf 
If/DIA 

· IRtfH 
•/MAH 
•MAllCllUlllA 
PALEJT/11£ 

'PllllJPf/l/E ISLANDS 

ALGl!RS 
EGYl'T 
KEllYA 
MOROCCO 
PORTUGUESB ttfJT AFRICA 
TAHGIER. 
Ul/1011 OP SOUTII AFRICA 

AUSTRA/Jtf 
llP.f' ZEALtfl/D 

~tJLYCWilO 

........ 

v¢ .. ·. --@ ·.·· ..... ' 
.HIAS~IGA EMIGRATION ASSOGIATION°,INC• (HIGEM) 

586 FOURTH AVENUE, NEWYORH. 16,. N. Y. 

. ' CABLE .Aoouss: 
HlCEll-NEW You: 

TE:lE.PHOh."E: " 

MUUAY'Htu. 3-2&0 

·. E~pean.Head~: ·.· 
"HICEM" 

Ru.a· Rodrigo Da Fonseca ~9 
U~BON, PoRTUGAL' 

Hovembe~30, 1944 

Mr. John W. Peble 
Executive Director 
War Retugee Board 
WaBhington 25, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

We just received word !Pcm our representative, 
Mr. s. Bertrand Jacobson, that be arrived in 
Bucareet Via Istanbul and Sofia. 

It goes without saying that he is at your entire 
disposal in case you may need his services. His 
address is 

ID/F.K. 

/ 
c/o Dr. Uaurioiu Zingher . 

Bicen 
strada llosgor 131, Bucareat 

J • •lnoo>;_el.y your•,. 

Ilja Dij · · 

Executiv 



-· ----r 

_ /_,~~;- .-.-.... 

f 

....... 

NOV 9 19" 

Dear Sira1 

Your letter ot November 6, 1944, enol.01ing a cop:y 

ot your first OOl!llllUJlicatim tromJCr. Schab has been received. 

thank you very much tor sending this report to the Board. 

Very trul:y yours, 

J. W. Pehle 
Bxeoutive Director 

llr. Max Gottschalk, President, 
llr. Ilja Dijour·, Exeoutive Secretary, 
HIAS-ICA Emigration A811oo1ation, Inc., 
386 Fourth Avenue, 
In York 16, H. Y. 

FH1hd ll/9/44 ~ 

. j 

\ 
\ 



Aft/Uu~ CnuJil1111 tlJl4 
Ce-ttn/uJrns: 

CANADA 
CUBA 
/AMA/CA 
MEXICO 
PANAMA 
AllGENTINA 
BRAZIL 
BOUY/A 
CHILE 
COLOMBIA 
ECUADOR 
PARAGUAY 
PERU 
URUGUAY 
VENEZUELf 

•AUSTRIA 
•BELGIUM 
•BULGARIA 
•QECHOSLOY AICLf 
•DANZIG 
•DENMARK 
ENGLAND 

•EJTONIA 
'/'INLAND 
•FJl.ANCJl 
'GERMANY 
•GR.EECe 
•l/OLLANP 
•HUNGAll.Y 
•"ALY 
•LATVIA 
'U711UANIA 
'WXE/.IBOURG 
'POLAND 
l'OlfTUGAL 

•RU/.IANIA 
SPA/II 
Sll'EDEJI 
S'IYITZEllL11W 
TURKEY 

'YUGOSLAVIA 

'ClllllA 
lllUIA 
I/UN 

0/Al'AH 
•MAJ/Cl/UR/A 
PALE.JT/NB 

•pllJLJPPIUB ISLANDS 

ALGIERS 
EGYPT 
X.EJIYA 
MOll.OCCO 
1011.TUGUF.SB MJT AFRICA 
TANGIER 
UNION 01' SOUTll APR/CA 

AUSTRALIA 
I/Ell' Zl!AlAND 

~ILYCUJilD 

........ 

I 

HIAS-IGA EMIGRATHJN ASSOGIATUlN; INC; (HICEM) 
386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW }'ORK 16/N~ Y. 

CAaLll .Aooi&S: 
H!crK-NEW You: 

-TELEPHONE: 
J.IUUAY Hn.t. ~28-0 

,. .· .·· 

•European Head~: 
---_ -__ - '"HICEM"". 

RU. Iiodriso Da Fonseca 49 
- ·_. USBON, PORTUGAL 

NovEl!!ber 6, 1944 

lir. John w. Peble 
Executive Director 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Peble: 

We Just r,sceived the f'irst ocmmunicatfon ·from 
Mr. w. S<ihah, Director ot the Hicem 1il France, 
concerning the immediate tasks ot our organization 
in that country. · - -

We think that this letter Will retain your attention, 
as the expression ot the hopes and tears of' . one of' 
the responsible J.eaders 1n Jewish social work, dealing 
with }he problem ot emigration and repatriation ot 
the Jewish victims of this war. 

Very sinoerel.y yours, 

Presid~t 

- ' ~ . -- IJ.ja D1Jo 
Jl!xecutiv • er~ , 

- . - -·_-· ._ .. _ - ·:-_- .. -

J. encl. 

ID/HK 

. { 

.1 
' 

f 
1
, 

O, -• , J 
~ .. .) , ... 



Communication from J.!r. W. Schah, 
Director of Bioem France 

Meyasao, September 101 1944 

'l'he time has oOllle to resume our\i.l'IO:rk. The taali: ah.acl J.e iJlalllH. S'his war witbOut precedent, has oonYUlsecl the 014 OOnt;i.Jl.en\ .· like a terrible ea:rlhf!llall:•• To11111a and villages• en'Ure area•• aoun\r1ea1 atat681 hlln oollapaed. Th• old order, a bad one, but at~ll, an or4tt, 1111 no longer •. In 1'8 plus, nothing nub exina t it _1• th• ohaoa before Creation. -

I nnt to alcetob here a brief sohee ot our tut;ue .Ork. 1 ot oourae hue ln Yitlf Jeld.eh llllsraUon, but under pree1mt oondit1012s, .. eo di:rtennt 1'l'Olll tomer onea, the talk oontl'OnUns ua appears as enUrely new. 

flO CURiil!R8• 

MigraUon Will take place both WSJ'8 I tram Europe wwarda other oonUnenta and trora all continents to~ ~PO• 

We will aw,.,._-11:111ster all our enerB)" in order to obmmelize, 1'ao111tate1 eutde ~4 sar.817 bring to their de81;1.nat1on these \'llO ourrcinta, which lllA7 b41 ot equal vOl'llH• 

ilha!enr tbe np laws l!i8l be that !ill eetUe the t~e ot the . Jell'a, hne or bundrede ot-tbouaanda ot th• !ill pot want \p ~&a !!lope. Too many grists, too ir.any awtul mar.oriea will hang like a nigh~ tor " · long time 10 09Jll8 onr thole who 11aoaped 1;he bestial avee;eu~aa ot '" Clel"lllUla.,'1'00"~1; a.~.-z.uot will ailnil'• 1n.tbe11' h~•: ~r'''th.,,~, llol'k in pe11oe tor the reoonatruouon ot their deNorated, bUl'Zled~ &n11Uitlah4 hcs:1ea. Ono alngl.e thouet, that ot tleting .nd tl'11ng ~ or.ate a ~•• hcee elae'lfhore, a-.., hcrA the ooun\riell d18hon0red by ne barbaroua p•Heouti®.• qainat Zen, 1f1ll &llide 1ihe lhul.Utude ot ou unfonll.lla.te llmb.HA. Pnmd.ae1 ot a hHer, iiiore equitable tuture, are not !or thll!I.· · · - .·.· · · < 
. ,!bis is \he lcind Of lllligraUon We h~Te alwqa oared fora Bil\ th1• tU.e, \ho•• eager to amignh Will be still lllOre 4elnltllb• lltill mon woebegone, still ll!Ol'o d1nresaed1 and will need moro Hre1 a beUer orgenlzaUon and ereatn tinlllloial meau. 

·1 

l 

t ,, 



The o\ber Clll'Tell\ will 001111ln ot.p.Ovie .bO i..n Darope, 
bu1i whose relatiTea han· rea1ne4 here. 1n1t1r· axoaa ftOSI JIU.zope wok . 
plnoe Under sncb aondl'Uona \bd it bad lUU• .-eaabla.H W ai:ioftal .· 
emigr~Uon. Cutt; ott tor year11, \Onuro4 by llJl&Uleh aa ihe deU.tla ot . 
the oowardl7 or1.1aee of the Germane tilh:red thrOuah \he w.l.la of the · 
ghetto• and ooiioen1iraUon ouips1 they will wlab to come 'baok to 0\11'. 

con1i1Dent to mourn the doaJ1 1'1n4 the surrt"fOra and bl'iDB th• aoiU• 
and help. It they want \o rnurn, it the7 ban contiden••• how PA 'We 
oppooa their deairet And tr they 002no back, we ttUn welcome th• 11114 
help thfi!I resettle in their oountrioa. 

In ordu to talc• oare ot tbia rell&lgra\ion, we· swat 
raor&UiS& our oamiUot!B all onr J!llro.P• appropriately, 

!l!U?!D? 

I ea 'WJ'iUng tho tore&OillS Md tho oonttnuauon on tho 
a118\l:rpUon - perhapa wrong - t~ th J ewa ot .l:Urope will. he.Tit th•. 
right to go where tbe7 Juda• '1'• 18 1' so 'l HaTe the 'barrier• raised 
ot old been abol11bed 'l iie belined we eaw belated regreh ot the·· · 
pTOhibiUoua on cterins oo'Wltriea ot retuge in the bua:an1tarlan appeal.a 

in taTOr ot poraeouhd J"en addreaaad to the nll\ltrtil. oountrica b)' ihe 
toreip atni8'era ot Great-Britain and the Un1h4. Stah•~ Han ih97 
underatoocl the drea.dtul link between bian anel Lublin 'I !'or tu 
repreaentaUns ot the governmnt• whioh; in .E'fian, oloee4 the c\Qon 
ot the oouantes ot retuae to tens 01' ih.ollAD.48 of ~ne, oponed before 
lhe the dool'a ot lhe OrtmA\Orioa of Lublin. 

fioweytr thin8• may nnnd at present, those who vent through, 
th' anguish ot theae pan :yeara lllld w)!o llii:ruuloual.7 eaoaped tonure 
ancl dMth haTe the nsht,~eTen the ~t,y - to prHent •h• uuve1l•d truth 
and to poae the problEl!l with all the bl'UhlUJ ot the· taots. 

"' We lflUBt sq ·this to ·oureelvoe lt.lld to othu• l it• i•Hdiat•lJ 
after vialory, the oandidatea tor anisration are aot allOw.4 to leaTe 
Eu.J'ope an4 to settle elaewhere, a oelami"J' in ell point• a1W.lar to that 
which has befallm the Jews dlll'ing this wr wlll be 1'1't1Plll'El4. The aurTivora 
who wtah to tlee tbs place ot their grief Ol' Join their tamiliH tar away 
f1'0I: the devanated and hated ueaa l!aln ha.Te th.;•risht to do ~. oth•J'Jtiee, 
they will not be able to nand u. Heither their hsalth nol' their nenea 
'Ifill be able to en«ve tbia last ordeal. 'tbia ia ub1' 1\ 1a ind1ap••able 
that ab1Ul11aneou8l)' with meaaurea taken.on tho apot to aaai•t~ 8Jlll&nUre 
un4eni1ne4 end .·• w.Uaned ·· popW.aUon,. the. broaden oriportunl Uea ·be• gt.,~ 
to wboH who can Md wan~ W go llWlqe 

We Wlho h.n'to J'Sl'.111ned . here are a•i tlllS 1our lntomauoli on 
thia .11UbJoot. we euppose iba• you h!\Ta posed this old probl•, now .o:re 
tnteio 'ban in th• Middle--J.aea, to the goT&J'llll:anta, and thll' you han ' 
obtained reaUlta. 



- s -

le !lf !hmfo!e meoUpg xopr WoD!lll)ion and· matruo»cme _ .. 
peaause ue etall soon be subllltrt!!)d by the m.!1118 ot-re(;\lHU ot th1u14~ :" .. · 
un1'onunate people. We tear '1le1r ecp&eaUOlla 1 •lib&• haYe our reprH&taUTH. 
done, what h&Ye \hf17"-:ob\llined to allffl_a~!I our sutterings. ?• 

liba\ l'Clln - l!llner u111 ? 

In au7 ouo, there is one reply thay lllln not be e,1Ye111 -.an, a conrere11oe will be oal.led aeon •••• 1p E"f11111 or elaellhare." 

Your reply will tell uo llhother tt11grn•1on 1n general ia . 
poee1ble or whether - upeo1&lly 1t n oomp&re the need 111.th '\he pre-war 
poa51bU1Uea o! saUIJ'fying it - 1'\ 111 to rllCl11n a pc)or, a Tel'l' J,>Ovr 
pelliaUn. 

S!.ARC1! !OR ~. 

n is JJ.eedleu w eu.li'hl1.aiq thlt JJ:...--O:ttflllCu ot thia hak. ~ 
our noUT1t1e1, 1n '11• bt&1nn1nB, "111 be dnoted., 'hie sea.rob. 

IDillTl!IOATIOH P.1fliR8• 

In the J!JOdem Bt•lte, D:All without idtllltltioauon _papera doas 
not ex1n. ProoUl'inS tbm tor him when h8 luoked tbam hu alWllJ• been 
a Uoklieh probl~, panicularly in l'oland, JiWJania and the Bal.Ho oou.utriet • 
.@Ji\. U will now beoome the baelo r,uesUon. 

The 1'U has destroyed the doO\JlllenO ot all .Jewa ot Oentral 
end Baatem Europe. It hu passed f1n6 sixt 11en Umes throU&h IQme plAooa, 
lea"fing a deaon in its nke. All inquiries in the oh1l .reg1ahra will 
therstoro bu t'uiile, 0tt1o1al <looumenta td.ll a11 first have lo be oo.a&titutod 
by a. tl_itl!Jle and 1J:9eed)r prooe~uro recognized by the ndlona.l au\hol'it1es J 
then \lie recogli1t1on ot \he docnlllltn\e by all oonsuJ.ar authoritiies will han 
to be obhined. :ro 1hnt erteo\. \he withol'iUet of 1;h• cpuntr1H 2f · 
~ure, truf1oU gd. mt.W ban $0 be regllef\ed \() a#!l!p) y;ob do$enl•• oonetder tha\ &. procedure nire!l~r to the estab11ahn:an\ ot n ~mioh 
•aoto de notol'SAd" 'Ahureby -two oiUze.na aot 11s witneaaoa. botoH a. luaUoe 
ot 11be Peace ot a l!IUDioipt\]. tunotion&l"/ tor the eatubl1Alt::iont ot tho 
neeo&Mry doaumen\, ina7 be adf0oate4. 

•e blo~e been in the poaitlon tc> o'!>ame ln:praoUo• the: 
hlportanoe ot a epoedy 001\\UOn Of this l):i'obllrl when !!ill OUr ottorts to . 
sen4 one '11ou·eand children to hllerioau 11\ O~ohor 1943 · talli.ld because ot 
11bo beeitaUon or tho proper nuthor1t1e& to r.ooop\ the 4ooU1:1en\a ot tJioH 
poor children, eapeoia.111' 11Ade ·tor 11hat purpoee a when, at long 1u\, th• 
4oeumen1ia were l\Ooepte4, 111 lftlll too lah. fl!e 11rr1Tal or Gamu,n tl'Oop• in 
th• .i'renoh wioooup1e4 IA)ne oloH4 1h• Bpaniah border, and th• ohil4rtiR 
aaeembled tor the Toyaee in BOtt.e t.oms n.ar the frontier had \o be r1&d 
baek 10 1he ohildren' • borAH and 10 1he1J' pua\•, hem whU'e a1 lM•1 pan ot 1he= were dc;ioned to Oenr14ny. 

Do •• need a more traaio eXDple ot th• ta1al iAfluenoe 'of 
•4minl•trat1T• 41l•t.or1n••• and the •bl8l'4 ••Y•ritJ ot it• dt111a114• t 
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SEP19111 

Dea Mr. Aaotak;y1 

Reference ill ~ to your letter ot 
Sept.-ber 14, 19441 1n wbl.ch you quote tbe ten 
ot a cable Hceived !rm 10\P' ccamittee in· 
Zurich. 

Since the problem ra18'1, in·your 
o'tte•'• cable 18 me tor il•~eica !i-th the 
SWiH OoTtHn.ment, l euggeet that yen, arrllllp W. 
teke up tbe utter '!dth the Sw11e X..gatj.on 1n 
walhingtan. I regret tbat the queetim'J.e not 
one within the juriadioUcn ot the War ~tugee 
Board. 

,.., 
Jr. l•uo L. A•ot1q, 
~.Un. Dlreotor, 
u.1>rn Sbeltmng arut· · 
llllll1g:rant Aid Society' 

425 r.ar.,.tte street, 
In Iork 3, R. Y:. 

UH1tt1ed) J. I. Pehl&. 

d. lf. Peble 
Exeoutiw Director 

~ ?I ~ ~hd 9/19/44 
L 
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lUBREW SB-ELTERlNG:·and-·· 

1 
fiMIG~AN'f AID SOCIE'fY _ __;._ _ _..;._;.._~··~;;;.,.,,..,;,S· 

l ~-;k .. . .U5 LAFAYBTTB.ST., NBW YORK'3, N. y 

I
~ -· Telephone ALgonqUin 4-2900 

- ever-s Central Office: HIAS-ICA EMIGRATION ASS'N (lllCllM) . 
. I.hbon, . Poriugal . · . . 

.: PJ•~
.v-

Sept. 14; 1944 
Albert Bcoeublall 
Samuel A. TelNy 
~.~ 

Ja.ph~ 
Sm:mell'.dleUr 
Fnderic B.. Kz:m.a. 
A!llaham Hlokus 
Jalhu Shafer 
Barrr L Wolff ,,......,., 
Sany F'...Ul 

Aucola<e fn<muu 
llatbcm 6cl>conl•ld 

Hor:o:arr Se<rel<Jr7 
· Sa:::.t:.el Co!.d.si.b. 

Ei:KUIJre Dl:ted« 
i.._ L Al<>!UT 

• 
20ABD Ol' Daux:roBll 

V.cnls Aeo!Uy 
Amca llo:>lamh> 
EdwardH.-
lh. Jcaoes Bm>Qlll 
Jolm L JlmUUIA 
Rabbi A. D. -
Elm A.Cohm 
So:OCCO l>ln9ol 
Barry neoul 
Boa. Jceah J. GcldllelD 
Scmutl Gol4mlll 
Kanq L Gmflla 
~GuUl:i 
Adolph Beld 
Abraham He== 
Barry G. Be=:m 
Aln=dn raJm •'· 
Mt .. i--n:r 
Dr. Elihu ltoll 
H=y l.al>g 
H=yB.l.lo
A.L.
J-a>Kauel 
1>aTld PWli 1-" "'1nn:oac»1 
AlbnllloM<tblaU 

'-" Schloul>er11 1-~!4 
J!cct. Molpb lktJ1l 
Dt. Kn.st! Sudanl<y 
SaosuOI A. ·ro1M7 
H=yY/aM4f 
!<ft}a.,l• J. Yl•~b419 
Dr. llatold M. Y/1it>btf9 
K41tla'lf•mMt1 
s. J. Wm•ttln 
W_,,a'•Dlrl.:lon 

M11. A. llm•<m 
MluEl!iobothi.-

llla• Co9""U ol Otqanltotlou 
A. !<i10d 
t.oui. Cl<llltJ<k 
Barnt)' OrHn!i.-tq 
~nlaTl<Jol 
1.ofJLI Zou 

""· llof4 :Z.lllln 
Woft':.tn*• CouccU 

\,. Mu. 1!01"""' J, Lott..I 

I. 

Mr. J. W. Pehle 
War Rei'ugee Board 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Ur. Pehle: 

As you probably know, we have for. some-time past been 
receiving funds from American residents for trans
mission to relatives who are refugees in Switzerland, 
for living expenses, 

Much to our surprise, we now received the. following 
cable from our committee in Zurich: 

UMTIL FURTHER ADVISE REMITTANCES FOR REFUGEES 
ARRIVED SWITZERLAND AFTER JANUARY FIRST 1942 
SY/ISS GOVERNMEHT RETAINED FROM AMOUNTS ARRIVED 
IN DOLLARS IMPORTANT PART FOR PAYMEHT .OF GOVERN
MENT EXPENSES IN RECEPTION CAMPS STOP WE ARE · 
NEGOTIATING ENERGETICALLY KEEPING BACK ALL AMOUNTS 
PENDillG UNTIL FORMAT, CONFIRMATI.ON OF AU'IHORITIES 
THAT AMOUNTS REM! TTER FROM USA RELATIVES WILL NOT 
BE USED FOR PAYING SWISS.GOVERNMENT EXPENSES SWP 
REFUGEES ARRIVED BEFORE 1942 CONTINUE TRANSFER 

In view of the contents of the cable, we have been . . 
obltged to stop accepting remittances for Switzerland. 
We do not know to what extent you oan help in prevail
ing upon the Swiss government not to make deductions 
from the amounts transmitted. We shall, of' course, 
apprec1ateverymuoh your cooperation and advicse. 

AG 

....... 



AUG17. 

The attaohe4 oop7 of a letter rece1ve4 

fro• Hr, Iaaao L. Aaoftk7, Blceoutlve Director of 

the Bebrev Sheltering an4 llllBllgrant Al4 6oolet7, 

1t bein:~ referred to 7our office for reply, 

Sincerely yours, 

Anne La1J8hlln 
Special Aa1l1tant 

to the BxecutlYe Director 

·Mr, Dillon lf7•r• 
Director, 
War Relocation Authority, 
Barr Jlulldlng,. 
Va1hlngton, D. o. 

Ahachaent. 

a~· 
~RllButohiton;qr S..14-44 

i 
. ' 
l 
I 
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In reply pl• .. 
rtrer to? 31~ 

Ktii. n.,..,,,, 1. IAi,... 
:! . •;\..... ··-. ~- -.... ·~~~-··-

AUG17 • . , 

D9U' 111'. A1of1k71 

The Var Refugee Board le d1t9l7 appre• 
oiatlve of your lottor 4ated Jul7 281 1944, and 
or 701ll' generoue offer to be or aas1stauce to the 
ref~1e1 nov located at the lllergenoy Refugee. 
Shelter tn Oavego, Kev York. · · 

Slnoe the Var Relocation Authority la 
reaponatble for the.operation of the Emergency 
Refugee Shelter, Iaa11 forvardlng a oopy ot 1ou.r 
letter to Hr. Dillon Myer, Dlreotor. 

Mr. laaao L. A1of1'1c7, 
lxeoutive Director, 
Bebrev Shelterleg and 

1 .. 11Pant Ald Society, 
~2' LataT•tte Street, 
:lfe~ York }, Rev York,-

Slncerel7.7our1, 

flU«'iledJ u. ff. 1'ehle 

J. W. P•hle 
·lxecut1Ye Director 

: ;;.· 



TI:2 .:ar ?.efug?e fucird is deeply appi·eciativc of your letter ~· 

'· 
..'ul;r 28, ::_ 7!..4, and of your genei'ous oi'fcr to oe of assistance- to 

the refut:ees now located at the anereenc~' Rcfuece Shelter in 

3inc·:; the ,ib.l' :lclocr..tion .i.uthority is responsible for the 

operation of tlrn :'.;-:;ergency Refugee :Jhclter, I am forwarding a 

copy of ~·0ur letter to !'r, Dillon !Iyer, Director• e:::l, "" •l!i •bt, 

·, ,.,,, q~.,., 'we ... "re· 'J.ial, 

Since;i:ely yours, 

J, '.'[, ?eli:J.e 
Executive Director· 

·•' 
.. , .-. 

fe .. 
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In repl7 please 
refer to1 3145 

Dear Mr. A1ot1k71 

. Thank 7ou for your letter ot July 28, 1944, 
offeri~ the a1eistanoe ot 7our organi1Rtlon ln carl11« 
for the refugeee at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Hev York. 

Yo~ offer 1• indeed &J>J>rec1ated. 

Hr. IeA&C L, A1ofeley', 
1xecut1Ye Director, 
Hebrew Shelter!~ and 

luigrant "Xl4 ocie.ty, 
425 liif11¥ette me-.;(, -
•ev Yol'lc 3, lfev Torie. 

~utch1son:qr e..7 .. 44 

Blncel'1117 7our1, 

J. 'Ii, Pehle 
Executive Director 

\ 

f• : 

.I 
\ 
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/~fo0c.-

AiI%". ./ .·~· 

. REW SHELTillING and 
3145 

. ,_ MIGRANT AID SOCIETY 
W.R.4._..__ 
Fililfg,~-.... · 

. Ti: .. ·. 

. 't .... .... :..;_._ 
42 S LAPA YBTTB ST., NB.W' YORK/lfi/jtlll_x.._·. --

OJTICEllS -Jlbrobcm &trail 
~ 

IJbest -lctl 
6<mue! A. Tt!My 

-~ Jooepb~ 
&:mmalraleskr 
FiedericR.Kmm 
Ahtuham Kiola1s 
lallwSl>alu 
Hant lL Wolff 

fr"""'1V 
Hany Fbchtl 

-~ lf<lll>m> Scboonlolcl 

&eonzrr Secnlcu7 
S=ual Go!d&Um 

Ez«vUToD
.lloa: L. A>olUy 

• 
BOJIBD Ol" DumcroJIS 

Kcn!IAlolUJ' 
Amoa S.,,J=ll> 
l:dwmd M. S...loa 
Dr. Jcrcu Bomdol:o 
JclmL.-
lla.bbl A. D. Barad: 
Ellao A. Col>oD 
Soi..:- DID9ol 
Sany Fild>ol 

Boo. Jooah J. --·K=ayLC...-
l!t<ibm C"4!:> 
Adolph U.14 
Ahrab<m l!m:1cm 
Sany o, Bmocm 
Alna4orrc!m 
Ki .. 1-1 ..._,. 
Dr. Dlha lCaU 
l!anJ' 1ml9 
l!anylf.Uoliorila 
A.L.-
JQQ>bX....I 
DuY!dPiluli 
1-pb PlllrlflllGCIMr 
J\lbotll!oMcblclt 
J-b~ 
lra!li<m &:"°""ltld 
!loo. J\dolpb !Uni 
Dr. -.S.l 8"""71ky 
Ba:mutlA.Totur 
l!anyWrmdn 
BooJ<mlll J, W..W...q 
Dr. lfatold M. WtfDl>ofq 
Konla W..W...11 
8.J.W.-&. 
WOtMA'•DnWoa 

Kio.A.u.rman 
Miu ElllalM!h ""-

Ulai c.o.iacu ot Or11<Jamtfoa.t 
A.boa 
l.oull Oolkl<lr 
!amq OtHAIHtq 
Jfonla Tlo:ltl 
'®la %Gia 
Kit. ll4M Z.!dlta 

w .... tt.c.o.i...u 
HI1. llttlll<l:ll J. IAll•I 

• Telephone ALgon~ .j.2900 · IJtl# ______ _ 

0--. Central OffiCe: ffiAs.ICA EMIGRATION ASS'N cfficilM) 
. Lili>on, Poriugal . . 

Mr. J. w. Pehle 
War Rei'ugee Board 
Washington, D.C, 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

July 28, 1944 

Concerning the group o:r re:tugees enroute 
to the camp at Oswego, New York, we wish to . · 
advise you·that we are prepared to render suoh 
servio~ as may be required of us. As you know, 
HIAS,has been serving immigrants upon and after 
arrival and has been the intermediary between 
these iimn1.grants and their relatives in the 
United Sta·tes. 

1 

Please feel free to oall on us. 

AG 

...... 

! 

I 
J 
I 

I 
! 
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JUL 29 19" 

Dear Hr, Rocklaorea 

fhanJc 7ou for ;your letter of Jul7 11, 1944, 
lnfoJ'lljng 1111 of your aproint•en\ as Acting Counsel 
for l!AS, and reque11ting tha\ future co...witcatton11 
be addre1aed to you, 

I vi1h to take thle apnortunit7 to expreea 
WIT appreciation of the coopel'lltion and help 7our or
PD1aation ha• "1.v~e giYen 1n the vork of the Board, 

Sincerely 7our1, 

(Signed) J. w. Pehlo 

J, V, Pehle 
BxeoutlY• Director 

y'· 

Hr, Abrahan Rockllore, 
Act!Jtg Counsel, · 
Be'6'rev Sheltering and llllllgrant 

Aid 8ootet7, 
1317 111 Street, B,V,, 
"••hincton 4, D, o. 

~RllButcht1on1.,;r 7-28-44 



•. WASHINGTON 'OFFICE :f 
-- . - '· . 

"HEBflflll SHHTEfllnG. nnn lffiffilGflRnl RID SOCIETY 

1317 F Street. N. W. 

W~D.C. 
NAtional 6120 

!IATIONAL 

om CE 

425 Loiayeue SlrMt 

N.,.,Yod;N. Y. 

~·· 

(BIAS) 

Mr. John\'/, Pehle 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25 , D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

July 11, 1944 

I wish to advise you that Mr. Louis E. 
Spiegler, who bas been Counsel t.O the Washington 
Legal Bureau of HIAS has :i;'esigned his· post as of 
July 1, 1944. 

Our Board of Directors has .officially 
designated me as his successor. I took· ove.r my 
duties at this office on the same date, July 1, 
1944. . 

It will b~ deeply apprecia te:l if all 
future communications would be addressed to me at 
this office. 

It is my earnest wish tbi t my relations 
with you will be as pleasant and cordial as they 
have been with my predecessor. . . 

·zs;;~JJ0 
AR:vrp 

ABRAHAM ROCKMORE 
Acting Counsel 



DEPARTMENT 
"" "' .;~ OF 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM \,"' STATE 

MJB-632 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
agency. U'l-8?i'IICmJ). 

Secretary of State, 

Washingtor:. 

13f4, Jul: 21, 2 p.m. 

Departuent•s 622, July 10, 7 

The E)nbassy is informed -;;~·,ut Da~id-Schweitzervnow 
ropr0sents th.:: HIAS~reanization in Istanbul. ·However, 

inasmuch as Schwoitzer intends to leave Turkey in the 

near future, the Embassy perceives no ob.joction to 

Jacobsonts coming tn Turkey as director of refugee 

immigration activities for tho HIAS. 

ICELLEY 
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DEPARTMENT 

OF 
STATE 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM N 

. 
·. ..• DIVISION - OF 
. • COMMUNICATIONS 

)~ , --~ . A~ll#!Oi~~~tl, -~~~ ; 

?urn {m,... @A-401 / cal•,.,. -----. -. - < 
Lisbon - ''I BQ' 11nn - . 
no tEd JunE 7. i9_4.,, L. II Ur Y 

LhU.-240 

~·n/J, . 

;:::---
REc 1 d 9:49 p.m. 

~ECrEtary uf 5tatE 1 

l"IO shington. 

17~5, ~EVEnth 3 p.m. 
~ ~ 

11RB 61. i.pplica tions. tlErtrond Jacobson HicEr.t 

rEprEsEntativE for passport validation for PalEstinE 

.. ~~nd uorth nfrica En routE b:ing sEnt by C6n~l_ar 

sEction. hicEm rEquEsts t~at aftEr consultation Hias 

11 rv1 York r1Rrl support va lida ti on, 

NORVIEB 

; ,J' 

C"fu1-· 
:; \:·~ ~ ~~: ~ 



LIS'JOH 

Date: Liay 23, 5: 30 p.m. 1 194.4. 

Rec 1 d: liay 29; 2. p.in. 

f'i1lii.:ZiIT uf ~11.iE 
A-~95, :·ay 23, 5 :30 P 0 m•o1v1s10N. OF 

>'or './AH :tl::I·,..liG1fo .30A!ID: . __ 

WRl3 Airgram lloo looMMUNtCAt10~·1s 
/II~~! f\r;(;H;;:;:; . 

! -----·'-- - - - --

Dr. Jamoa Jernstoin, Europonn.diroctor 

01~ Ilicem, applied nt Consular Section i".ay 22 i'or valida_.... 
tion for pass~ort to enable him to visit Casablanca, 

Alr;iers, anc1 T1.Uliaia. Purpose of visit is to inspect 

branches of Hicem and endeavor to enhance their use-

"' fu.~.ness. :3elieve· trip trould he useful for ains and 

Dut'poses \'ffi13 and sur;:-:;est mm sup11ort 11is reci.ttost with 

'nuaport Dlvision. 

RCD/hsb 

Sent to Depnrtrnonto 

HopontorJ. to A"ffC:P, Algiers o 

cc .. i1LH.Bl', 11.l~iero ( b7 cou.rfor) 



DEiiiTRoi fopr~~i~~~~ 
DSH-646 Lisbon 
This tElEgram must bE 
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing Da.tEd 
communicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than-a GovErrunEnt REc•d 
Agrncy • ( SC-Vl) . 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Ylashington. 

1531, May 20, 1 p,m, 
r 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

May 20, 1944 

1;38 p.m~ 

,_ ...... -~--·~-. 
··-···@•!=lfi OF S:T 11J~ 

BrrnstEin rEports LichtEnstEin has Spanish visa. 

This our WRB ~2 rEplying your 27. BErnstEin thinks 
,. 

our intErVEntion SpaniEn no\'I unnEcEssary. 

LET 
EDA. 

NORW EB 

·~. 
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J'JlOMr 

DA'i'Jlh 

BlJMBDt 

Secreta;yof stah; Va1hingb11 

· .AUrtean Legation, l;itboii. 

• May 19.· 194-1 

1409 

Yro• Var RJf\tgee Jo.ra. l'or Dexter 

HUS rectu11b aubtanoe t,11 .. 1ecmdng · llpanhh •1•a~ for Raphael. 
. ~ . l - . -. .- - .. 

Spanien, lreuoh o1.hciJli reprl)Hil.ting;BUS; and :rrni.Llehtinlhln, 

PaletUnlan, repr11e11\1ng J.Whh .~en.07 tor Palee\lne~ Piea8e 

dl1011111 matter vi\h Jame1 Bernstein HIOEM representative in Lisbon 

and lend all appropriate asa11tanc1. 

fHIS IS VRB LISBON OABLE xo._n_ 
Y. tO 0 0 • :ll 
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DECLASStFmt> 
Btato DcpL. lf•\ff:r, \.\ 1·711 

SJ n. lL l'l<l'ka JJ .. w..sEf_ 1 '97'l 
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BUS requen11 as111nanoe in 11eouring Spanieh rlaa11 tor Rapbul 

Spa.nien1 Frenoh oit.uen1l'8preHnt1ng HIAB, and hit• Licht•n•t•1D1 

P-.len:W.an, repreaentt.nc Jm9b Attn~ tor Pai.•UM~ PleU• ,: - " ,, 

· diaOW11 Mtter with J'"*• hnstein BICDI reprfutentl,ti-n in Liebon:

a.nd leDd an aPPHPriat. anJ.nailoe .. 

............... 

.,. 19, 19,41; 
10•.CO •••• 

f!~(tor the S.Ot7) AbrahP9cn, Cohn, Bit.111&.i~:*l• u _., Mann, StftU't1 oenir.t rue., 
L8Lt1Nrt~1 5/17/44 



-.~1~ 
-·~-
·.':_ -

HEBREUI SHELTERlnG nno lffiffilGRRnTJ RID SOCIETY 
' (HIASl 

llAlional 6120 

WASij!NGTON • If. ii 

llAT!ONAL 
OFFICB 

.us Lcfaret!e SlrMt 
?lnr York. N. Y. 

~,. 

Mr. J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D, c. 

May 9, 1944. 

My dear Mr. Pehle:--

For your information and file, there is attached hereto a 
copy Of a cable from our Dr. James Bernstein, in charge Of 
our European Offi?e with iheadquarters at Lisbon. .· · 

As you will note, our Society is assisting in the removal 
of refugees from Spain so as to enable others from occupied 
countries to enter Spain. You will also note how important 
it is for our Mr. Spanien and Mr. Lichtenstein of the Jewish 
Agency to obtain permission to enter Spain to prepare and 
assist in the removal of those that.can be evacuated. 

Mr. Schweitzer of our staff has already reached Turkey. His 
address is the Hotel Perapalace at Istanbul. we·apprec:'iiate 
the assistance of the War Refugee Board in obtaining a visa 
ror Mr. Schweitzer to Turkey. May we take 1;his opportunity to 
express our deep appreciation for your endeavor in this 
connection. 

Nwe io;eq ues.t the.·ai·d· o·r. your·.·offioes in. h.e.·lping Mr. Spa·n•ien ll and Jdr, Lio.lltenstein obtain visas for Spain. .. . . . 

If you believe it will ~erye a useful p~rpose; Mr. Aaors~y' 
and the writer will call upon you at your. convenience, to 
further discuss the subject tter or the cable. 

LES:nbk 
encl. 

I 
r. 
l 
1 
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ABOUT 120 MEI ARRIVALS SP.AIH SINOJ: 1WWH YlBBl' MA10lilfi OF 1IHOlil ill: 
CMmIDli'!B J'OR B«GBA!l'ION t'O .l'.AIJB.rlNE 81'0P 

~ PBIV.il'E~OROANIZATION8 MEl'l' WI'l'H DUl'lOUJA'IIB m 
OBT..illiING SPANISH VISAB AlOOliG ~ JW.>BAJL SP.AliIDI iBO IWSf 00 
TO SPAIN BEFORE RElVBNINCJ 'ro NORIH .AJRIOA VIA. 'fANGIIB IJ' . 
OB!ADIS VISA WHIOB IS ~y DimCUI4' 81'0P 

l'BmOH CCMlm"1'D HA!IONJL LIBJMrIOH se 1'0 lWllII> ~BORIZ14'ION 
'.l'O A"VADUAD ro NORl'H AJBICA. 700 BEFUGDB m0I411ma B.il'BWlDo! E:.lfOP 

TRANSl'OliHl.IOB WILL '!'.All PLACE OOOH 8lOP 

1lU'fZ LICHfmsrEIH HEPRIBM'IHG 1Diml liGJHaI WILL PBOOXED ~~GIJ!R 
!Oll>JiJlOW TO B.ILll1l! a.AHDIDA.'l'IS WILL Bliil'UliN '.l'O LISllOH VIA SPAIN OF 
OBl'AINS VISA t1IXW 

COHVoY OF.(() BPANIBH SEPHARDJlrl a P1':1imNT IN PlliPI<li.AH juJ> ZOO SPAN.IE 
nJIB 1ROK .Aml!NS AT PBESI!NT. INDEINXD IN GDllWiY DA.IT AI.rrmRiur.;sm .. . 
JR'l'Jll 8PADI mtPlNDiml PBOBAm.Y ON l>lP.lli'l'l.Jll 07 Gi011PB .A.BOUf !O UA.VJ: 
BP.mf l1fW 

Un» ~ OAllLJJ> RI Ia LD.VINq PA.lJl:lJJ.'I1lE. JOR I9Wlllll. Sl'OP 

D HAD MXmllG WI!B ~ DR. J?D'O!ID :00.ARD 8'tU>INCJ RIPOil 

·~. 

\. 
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OfflCE Of THE 
EXKVl1VE DIRECTOR 

TO: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE Of THE PRESIDENT 

WAR RERJGEE BOARD . ,": -

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Mr. Lesser 

Myles Standieh 

lfith reference to the request from Mr. LoUia E. Spiegler, 

Counsel of' BIAS, that w~ assist in obtaining permiasion -for 

Mr. Spanien of' HIAS and llr. Fritz Lichtenstein. of' the Je~ish 

Agency to enter Spain, Mr. Spiegle~ informs me that th;, former 

is a French nationa1 .aJid the latter a Palestinian national. 

In view or the fact that the subjecttJ of' 'the requeat are 

not American citizens, and in light of' the reported agre~ment 

between the Spanish Foreign Of'f'i~e ahd AmbasSSdor Hayes that 

n~ additional Ameri"can •!lf'are workers •ill be brought to 
Spain at tJ?.s timet I f'eel that the 1¥oard should not'extend 

tho dooirod a••1•t.n•• undor preo~t ~'• 



--.-----

Designated below. 

CONVERSATIONS IN LONDON ON PALESTINE 
AND REFUGEE PROBLEMS. 

Designated below. 

The Secretary of State 
The-Secretary or the Treasury 
Mr. J. w. Pehle 

·~. 

l) Dr. Chaim Weizmann called on me on April 19th and re
viewed the problem or Jewieh ref11gees escaping from Eu.rope to 
Palestine. He emphasized that there are already 500,000 Jews 1n 
Palestine and that many of them are relatives or Jews who have 
been persecu.ted or killed in Europe. This has served, he stated, 
to heighten greatly the feeling among the Jews in Palestine 
against British insistence on maintenance or the White Paper 
restrictions. They reel that many more Jewish refu.gees oou.ld 
have escaped rrom Europe had the British relaxed these restric-
tions so ·as to admit more Jews into Palestine. · 

Dr.· Weizmann stated that·· he understood, or course,. that 
the President and the Prime Ministercare concentrating on the 
war at the present time. He profoundly hoped, howeve:r, that 
somehow the Palestine matter oould be eolved without too much 
delay. He asked me to present his compliments to the Prea14ent 
and to appeal to him to do everything in his power to speed the 
reaching or a,solution. 

2) On April 24 19441 Mr. A. L. Easterman and Dr. Barou 
of the World Jewish Congress called on me. They diaouseed 
various problems in connection with the escape of Jewish 
ret11gees trora Europe. They agreed to send me a memorandum 
with more detailed intormat.1011 on these problems so that I 
can.discuss them in detail in Washington. 

1. 
j 

·I 
I 

I 

l 
I 
I' 
\ I, 
I 
i 
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3) Mr. Wallace Murray, 1n conversations with Sir·Mauric\~?/.'.: ; 

Peterson I Under Secretary ot State tor Foreign Affairs I and \ r,;;. f 
other Foreign Office off ioials on April 12, discussed the · · ; 
refugee problem in relation to Palestine~ As the British 1 a.v\"" j 
view the matter, the immediate problem is not _the future statup~. t 
of Palestine but the provision of machinery tor escape trom thp l 
Axis-held areas ot Europe. They feel that mod1f'io. ation of thef.· -~--.... ·t 
White Paper is not necessary at the present time because the t :/ · ; 
White Paper quotas will be ample to permit-the entrance into I r 'I . ::_l 
Palestine of all the Jewish refugees who can escape from Euro~e..0.A . · 
while hostilities continue. ' · .. ·· l IY" · ; 

·.r-
The British ofi'icials stated that they were prepared to J 

cooperate actively in any proJecta tor assisting refugees to! 
escape trom Europe, provided only that they would not redo~ . 
to the benefit of the enemy, and they pointed 011t the step&/ ·· 
which the British have already taken to facilitate the escape 
ot Jewish refugees through Turkey. Sir Maurice Peterson gave 
his assurances that if it should become possible tor a lar~er 
n11mber of refugees to escape, sufficient places of refuge,'Would 
be found tor t~em 1n the Middle East by the British. ·· ·· · i 
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MAY 17 1944 

hU' Mr. J>Uov1 

fhall1t JOU for 70Ul" leHer of April H, 
1944, enoloalai& tvo r•Portt on 'he .Mnd1Uoa of .. 
nt11,1111 ill Poland and GrHoe vhloh 1ou reotlYe4 
troa yonr Lla~a otfloe. 

tour cooperation in aaldnc th1a tom aftil
a,le \o ue 1• appreoln\ed. 

J. W. l'ehlt 
Bxen\ln Dino,or 

Mr. llJa Di'olll', 
:lxecu\lve Seoretnry, 
Hlas-loa lml~a\lC>ll A11oob\lon, Inc., 
388 Jour\h Ayemia, · 
Rev Yor!r 18, lev Tork, 

•·.~ 
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. ·~-ISAAC L A50f5KY 

'

- -_: __ -_;;":'f SOWMON DINGOL 
- •:'' - $AYUEL "· nISEY 

ff EncUm"E Q<ucrOJ.S: 

" -I JAfdES BERNSTEIN. LirJ .. 
EOOUABD OUNGRE. &n•1·Airt1 

Enamn S!Cll'Ll.Q': 

ILJA DIJOUll 

AJUU:ll Cnssitltu ISi 
~u/n.~nl.I: 

CANADA 
CUBA 
}AUAICA 
MEXICO 
PANAMA 
.iRGE.HTIHA 
BRAZIL 
BOUVIA 
CHIU 
COWMBIA 
ECUADOR 
PARAGUAY 
PERU 
URUGUAY 
VENEZIJl!l.il 

•AUSTRIA 
•BELGIUM 
•BULGARIA 
'QECHOSI.OV AJC1A 
'DANZIG 
•DENMARK 
ENGLAND 

•ESTONIA 
•FINLAND 
°FP.AHCB 
•GERMANY 
•GRE.ECB 
'llOUAHD 
0 1/UNGARY 
•rrALY 
•LATVIA 
•Lrr/IUANIA 
•WXEMBOUl.G 
•POUND 

POKTIJGAL 
'RUMAN/A 

SPAIN 
SFEDl!H 
SFITZl!RLAHD 
TUl.J:llY 

•YUGOSLAVIA 

•Cl/I/IA 
II/DIA 
/RAU 

•JAi'A// 
•/,/Al/Cl/UR.IA 
f'AWT/118 

0111/UPP/f/£ ISLANDS 

ALGIEl/.J 
EGYn 
KENYA 
MOROCCO 
PORTllGUE.18 l!AJT AFRICA 
TAI/GIER 
11///0H OP SOUTll APR/CA 

AUSTRALJA 
HU' 7.EAl.AllD 

~tLYCt01tD 

.......... 

. --- ----- - -.-~------~~ -:: : -· 688 -.-· .... -

HIAS~i:A F.MrnRATICIN. A.sst:IATION, ~i;;ri 11. 
386 FOU_RTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16,,J;;ff ~y.flf •-. _j i( 

CABLE /u>oJ.ESS: 
HlcE>l-NEW You: 

. TELEPHONE: 
i!.lUUAY HnL HS-0 

Mr. John ·a. Pehle 
Executive Director 
Viar RefUSee Board 
Washington lJ,C. 

April 2B, 1944 

~~-----_-.n .. 
· iniualirn&·_ -__ · ~: 
Rui,J.msoD~.;...;\---
~~GAL - j· , •. 

- . - 'l ii 
! 

·1; 

\ 
Our President, }Jr, WU GottschnlX',-who is at present~~ J.x.O.~ I 
in Philadelphia, asked me to forward to you the - -~ I ' · 

Dear Lir. Pehle: 

attached two documents of 11 confidential character, - · 
which we received through our Linbon office, and which 
describe the situation of certain. Jewish ·groups in'·. 
Poland and in CiTeece up to the -end of the yea.r 1943. 

The first of these documents is translated from 
Germam. and the second from- Spaniah. 

7le hope that this material will prove of interest to 
you, and remain 

?, encl. 

In/HK 

,..., 
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• 
Translation from German 

R E P 0 R T S Uo 1, 11, lll 

M8.y 12 - December 51, 1943 
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Jiwish Relier i.genc:r 
~ _:ror ·the General Goverill!lent 

Centrala Pomoey.dla Zydow 

No 10/44 - wt/JW 

Organisation d 1Assistance 
aux F8.1i1illes Eprouvaes 
Rua Rodrigo da Fonseca, 40-2 
L i 8 b o D 

Re Gift Packages 

w Generalnym Gubernators.twi. 

We received your letter of October 26th, The 
26 oarcels of oil sardines mentioned have not arrived &a yet, On 
rec~i.;>t of same, ;i;e rlll inform you, · 

Regarding their distribution among the Jewish 
inr:iates of the labor camps, we are not in a position, at present, 
to transcit parcels to individuals, especially not delicacies. As 
you will learn from the enclosed three reports of our activity, we 
can transfer medicaments, dressings, disinfectants and food directly 
to the camps, whereas we profitably exchange delicacies for flour 
for bread baking. 

Enclosed •re are 'sending you Reports No 1
1 

11, and 
111 of our activity. 

Very"nincerely yours, 

Dr, Weiohert · 

Enoloaul'e 

,. 

·~ 
' 

-.-q 

1 · 
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L~ tt 
/:?Jmsh Relief.Agency 

•• 
-· K-rak01J, Jo~efinska 2a, P.O.Box 211 

BRIEF REPORT OF THE ACTIVITY 
OF THE DJ u sn 

From Jlay 12 to July 51, 1945 

The Jewish Relief Agency for the General Government "J U S" renewed, 
at the end of April, its activities by authorization of the Superior S.S. 
and Police Chiefs in the General Government under the supervision of the 
General Goverllll!ent•s Administration, main department of Internal Ad.ministration, 
section of Population and Welfare. The authorities assigned to it the building 
at No 2a Jozefinska where offices, dnug distribution servi_C?_e_11nd_stores have 
been, 

The =in purpose of nJ U S11 consists in distributing to Jewish labor 
cruaps, to districts inhabited by Jews and to factories where Jews are employed, . 
drugs, food as well as clothes and linen received as gift packages from abroad 
or obtained through exchange or by supplementary purchases.-. 

Since May 12th, on which date the first transport with food and.drugs 
left for a labor camp, and up to July 5lst, 81 shipments were dispatched t~ 54 
la.i·or camps, Jew inhabited districts and to factories employing Jews •. or these: 

17 received one shipment 
7 II two " 4 n three n 

2 n four n 

2 n six " 1 n seven II , and 
1 n even eleven shipments 

These shipments were made up mainly of drugs, among which were some 
quite unobtainable pharmaceuticals and others whose price was prohibitive. 
Furthel'lllore, the "J U sn Yi8.8 also able to supply the recipients of the gift 
packages with dressings. The labor camps and the Jew inhabited districts 
received the greater shares, while factories obtained a lesser amount, but in 
aau.fi'icient quantity for emergency accidents and sickness. -

Among th!l dr\J8D were also 1r.edicines suitable for swift recoveries for 
an early rem.1m,.tion of nork, ~uch as1 Ciba.zol; Dagenan, Ql(i:ni~ Codein, Opitim, 
Cibalgin, Aoidopyrin, Calcium preparations, Calcium bromide, Caffein, and also 
various ointments and balsams such as codliver ointment, Unguentolnn, Vitamin 
ointment, Ricoovitan, 

Besidcdo drugs and dreosinga, it was also made possible to distribute 
foodstuffs such 11a condensed milk, Navitol1 Maggi-SOups, powdered milk ete. · 
Sweetened condensed milk (of Swiaa "N~stle" origin) wao particularly appreciated, 

The labor camps were in addition s~pplied with disinfectants nnd various 
or.tormtnn.tor.11 ouch as Desogen, ivraol, Sublimat, Sulphur in oticke nnd even certain 
ourgicnl inatrllillento, like syringes, injection needles, sonlpele etc. 

I 

J 



'--

i!X 
- .;.-~ 

~ _,,-

-

-__ ;__ 
\-- -

•• 
- 2 -

With a view to facilitate the establishment of the lists.of needed 
drugs, dressings and foodstuffs, the cemps received at short interv:als three lists 
of {11, 2, and 3 of the v:vailable gift packages. All the articles supplied up 
to nOll' came from the assigned quota to the Jews of the general shipments of gift 
packages include: ·· 

7402 kg of Drugs and foofstuffs 
958 n n Vaseline 

1518 u n Drugs 
28 a Soaps 

159 cans of condensed mil.k weighing 3975 kgs 8$ well as a 
ship:nent of paper dressir.gs, r.eighing 466 kgs which the Geneva 
society OSE had bought in Stockholm. 

"J U S" received also from the "Arbeitsutkottet for HJalp at Europas 
Judar• in Stockholm a sum of zt_. 11,847,20. The Jewish Charity Organization 
in neutral countries ha.ve also promised further shipments (If gi.ft -packages. 

Part of the packages received between January and April and containing 
coffee, tea, sardines in oil, were exchanged for flour which is used for baking 
bread. This bread is distributed every week among the men who perform heavy 
labor in the camps and in-and around Cracow. A ten weeks supply and distribution 
of bread is already assured. 

Four bundles of clothes could only be distributed. They contained 435 
pairs of trousers and were the remainder of the old 11J U 511 stock. Steps are 
being taken to obtain the necessary permit from the authorities for a planned 
ca:nµaign abroad for clothine and underwear for the Jews working in.the General 
Goverru:ient. 

Kra.'icow, August l, 1945 

.l us 
Jewish Relief Agency 
for thecGeneral Government 

Dr. Weichert 

f: 
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Ju s . 
Jewish.Relief Agency 
Krakow, P.O.Box 211 

REPORI' No 11 

August - September 

1945. 

• 

During the months of August and September the activity of the "JUS" 
developed still further. The number of labor camps and factories supplied 
by us reach 47. The numbsr of shipments forwarded has also greatly increased. 
1lbereas within tha first 5 months after the renewal of our-activity.[!,: shipments 
were sent out, J.M were fonrarded during the last two months. .fil! of them 
contained drugs, dressings and foodstuffs 67 foodstuff and 1 clothing and underwear. 
The total number of shipments from May 12th to September 50th amounted to fil• 
All these packages have reached their destination in good condition with a single 
exoe?tion when a small part was lost. 

We are always kept exactly advised about the distribution of the gift 
parcels, T.e visit the labor camps not too distant, often'and regularly. Vie 
are thus always able to meet the wishes of the labor camp council, As to the 
other OSlllps, Jewish physicians or camp representatives come to see us and explain 
their needs. 

The packages we send are received by the Jewish physicians of the camps, 
checked according to specifications and acknowledged on the copies attached 
to the packages; the arrival of foodstuff such as condensed milk etc. is, moreover, 
acknowledged by the individual receiver on a list which is.forwarded to us by 
t~e Chief of the Sanitary Division, · 

The activity in connection with food supply started in July and Att,,"11st, 
was continued, We were able to supply weekly eight camps near end around Cracow, 
with additional bread th!'.t was baked from the flour of the "JUS" in the bakeries 
of the largest camp. We supplied some of the kitchens with Avo and Maggi-Soup 
which like the f~our mentioned above, were exchanged against foodstuffs from abroad, 

A further development of the feeding poasibilities is very desirableJ 
h011aver, it could be carried out only in case we receive foodstuffs such as flour,. 
cereal and legumes from Relief Organizations abroad• · 

Anoth&r step was l!llide in the field of milk supply. At the suggestion 
of "JUS", some camps startud distributing to whole groups of men doing hard and 
vor-1 hard work white sweetened coffee uaing our condensed milk; however, this is 
supplied only twice a week cnring to the shortage of the latter product, This 

.i 
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In this connection~ we take the liberty to quote an'exceppt from a 
letter of a Jerlsh camp physician in the district of Cracow, dated August 19th; 
"Tha drugs you have sent time and again caused ndracles inde.ad. The number of 
sick people diminished daily, and the le.rge supply of dressings which is at iey
disposal at present permits a prompt treatment of the various labor accidents 
which occur daily. Especially grateful am I for the condensed milk. You will 
learn from the enclosed list how great is the help and the success in this 
soecial fie1d". 

In addition to the gift packages mentioned in Report No 1, "Jus"·received 
lately the quota assigned to the Jews from the general shipment destined for the 
non German population of the General Government. This quota comprises; 

1 1 966 kg. Lactocao (sweetened cocoa with milk) 
5,716 tins of sweetened milk powder1·ofwhicn·s,565 tins were 

sweetened with glucose 
1,411 tins of sweetened condensed milk 

368 tins of Ovomaltine and 
551 tins of other foo6s 

The total weight of the foodstuffs amounts to about 4 1 900 kg. In addition 
this shipment contained such valuable drugs as: 

Rexdoxon, Adovern, Larosan:, Larostidin, etc, 

On an exchange basis we were able to get ampoules of Caff ein and Strychnin, 

The above mentioned foodstuffs and drugs as well. as the instruments, cle>thing 
and linen are noted on lists Nos 4 and 5, 

Moreover, we received a shipment of 25 parcels from the Society "6SE",Geneva1 . 
7lhich was forwarded to Warsaw last year, but could not be delivered due to cilstom 
difficulties, This delivery consisted of 588 Kg of drugs and 1,615 kg, of 
Chemicals and Disinfectants. 

Thus, certain camps were able to proceed to a thorough disinfection and 
vermin extel't.lination using also large amo\lnts of calcium h;ypoc:ql.oride and kreeo1· 
solution taken. ~'!rtly frOill our stock, and partly purchased by us. 

Finally, fie received from the 11ssociation "Bikur Cholim" in St. Gallen a 
shipment of 3 kg of anti-typhus vaccines, which is to· be used especially ih the ... 
labor cll!llps of the. districts of Lublin. ll.lld Galic.ia. · · · 

The approaohlllf: fall and winter season induced nJusn to take prepliratory 
steps regarding a supply_ of clothing. With the agreement of the Authorities we were. 
able to acquire from tho Polish Main Board some hundred pieces of cloth and linen, 
ihla qucntity haa no comparison to the immense need for these articles. We have 
therefore cw.de an appeal to those org&nizations in neutral countries who were 
supporting us, to carry on a ce.mpa.i.gn for Wled clothes in our behalf. 

The activity of the "JUS", so highly apj)l'eoiated by the Jows interned in 
lo.bor Cllmpe, cr•n be succeesfully continued only in case the Relief Organbations 
in neutral countries uond medicamenta, food ond go.rmonto in regular intervals. 

Krakow, October 1, 1943 
JUS 

Jewish Rolief Agonoy 
Dr. Woiohort 
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.rmsh,Relief Agency (Juedische Unterstuetzungsstelle) 
'.':!i~~ P.O.Box 2ll 

R E P 0 R T Ho lll 

October - December. 

1945 

There we.a a further development of our activity- in the last three months. 
The number of labor camps we were caring for untU September 30 was increased by•some 
additional big camps. 'fie were also able to increase the quantities of drugs sUpplied 
as well as of concentrated foodstuff•and of regular foods. 199 shipments were made 
during the above mentioned period; .!Q§. contained drl,lgs, .§Ii-foodstuffs, §. clothing. 
In the first period which lasted from 1!11y to July, there were ill shipments, during 
the second one in August ••• September~ 156 shipments. 

We were able to supply the Jewish labor camps regularly with drugs, .foodstuffs 
dressings and disinfectants, and also in part with flou,r or bread, as well as with 
Maggi and Avo-soups; we were, however, not in a position to meet the demands for 
clothing and underwear. of which they were in great need, Barely some hundred.pieces, 
which wa purchased from the Polish Main Board, were distributed, For the present, we 
have not succeeded in our endeavor to obtain clothing, underwear or foodstuffs from 
neutral countries. ! 

l 
Now as before, our need in drugs, dressings and food is supplied chiefly through I 

the quota assigned to the Jews from the general gift packages received through the i 

International Red Cross for the non German population of _the General Government, Our 
quota was fixed a~ 16% by the responsible authorities. 

In addition to the gift packages mentioned ii:i our report 1 and.21 a"third 
~ransport of 3 cars arrived from which we receiveda 
~ ~ 

· about 

12,000 .Ampc1ules of camph.-:r oil 
520 lbs. of Calcium Glycerophosphate 
998 lbs of Craesolumsaponatum 

8,000 A.~~es of Glucose 50% 20cc 
200 lbs, of Sodium bicarbonate 
180 lbs of Sulphur ointment 

75 lbs. of Radix senegae po:cygalae 
44 lbs, of f,r.agnesium oxydEI_ · . .. _ 

l,{l()O pieces of:cli't'bolio" soap substitute 

Furthermore, we succeeded in obtaining from the Central German Sanit~ry 
Authoriti~s, in exchange for drugs which we did not need-or, at least, with9ut whioh 
we could 11U.1nage, other drugs very valuable for the labor camps. Thus we receiv&ds 

201 000 tablets of Aspirin 
601000 tablets of Antineuralgicn with Cnffein 
601000 tnbleta of Trypafln.vin 
401000 tablets of Voramon . 
~o,ooo tablets of Codein phosphate 

i 
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401 000 tablets of Tannalbin 
601000 tablets of Solventes 

51 000 tablets of Digalen 
10,000 tablets of Veronal 
12,000 tablets of Vitamin C 

---~ 

-~ large quantities of; 
Caff ein .l 

-- J 

and smaller qu.ntities ofa 

Spiritus ammono anisati 
Bismuthum subnitricum 
Sismuthum subgallicum 
Delo\iaing eintments 

"· 

Tablets of Quinosol 
}.mpo~es of Cardiasol 
Tinct. Valerianae 
Ungt. Ichtyoli 
Ungt. Acidi borici 
Cod Liver ointments 
Ampoules of Betabion "forte" 
Tablets of Burow solution 
Sterilized cotton 
Absorbent Cotton 
Paper bandages, etc, 

Thanks to the antityphus vaccines sent by the Society 11Bikur Cholim" 
of St, Gallen and especially to those we received !rom the general shipment 
of gift packages :l.n accordance with the above mentioned decision, vaccination 
of the sanitary personnel and of those in direct contact with the sick could 
be carried out in the camps with which we were connected, 

In order to insure the necessary supply of surgical instruments, we con
cluded an agreement w:l.th an important firm :l.n Cracow to furnish as far as possible 
the required instruments to the Jewish camps, 

- i 

During the period covered by this report, the accounts connected with the 
eY.cbange or commodities received from abroad during the summer were definitely 
closed and bread bakinr, from the flour thus obtn:l.ned was assured for several months, 

The Jeilish Charity Organizations-in Switzerland were not able to send us 
a large number of gift packages during this period, as they did not succeed in ob-
taining the necessary export licences, Following theirsuggestiOn, we.applied to 
our aupervlsing officials asking them :to appr()ac)l thit Internatioiial Red Cross thi'ougb·· · 
the council or the G;;rman·Red Cross in order to obtain the necessary authorization, 
Minor gifto arrived from Portugal (Cnldas da Rainha) and from Turkey (Istanbul), 
They were distributed partly in the camps lllld_part~ were bartered for flour. New 
drugs received in tho course or these three months are contained in our lists 1/6 and 7, -

One co1't'ection has to be made. The shipment of l588 leg of drugs and 1615 kg of 
chemicals mentioned in our report #?., were made not by the Society of "OSE in Geneva, 
but by tho Association "Bikur Cholim11 ot St, Gallen, 

Craoow, Docambor 31, 1943 JIJU S 
Jowiah Relief .Agonoy: 

Dr. Y/eichort 
" t , 
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REPORI' ON THE FATE OF THE JENS IN- SAwNICA' 

(Transmitted from Lisbon on March 1, 1944) 

A fe•; days after the entry of the Gern;311 army of occupation into Sti.lciilica 
and entire Macedonia, on April 9, 1941, they arrested all the members of the 
Board of Directors of the Jewish Co=unity of Salonioa (Sephardim), as well as . 
t~e Cli1ef Rabbi, Dr. Koretz, of Polish origin, and other outstanding persona/Wu 
of the co=unity who were liberated af'ter six weeks detention. 

~-

'I'hc CW.er Rabbi was being arrellted for the third tillle, and was sent to 
Vienna to hs quelltioned. 

In the first days of May 1941, the Gann.an Commander ordered the confiscation 
of all radios belonging to Jews, regardless of their nationality. One year later, 
a similar measure was taken against the orthodox Greeks. 

J:\lrinb the first year of the occupation, no antisemitic measure was taken 
agai!lst the Jewish population. The first manifestation of antisemitism was the 
so:inonin;:1 on July 6, 1942, of all Jews between the ages of 18 and 35, to a field 
of the city, culled Plaza de la Libertad, for their registering for compulsory 
labor in the interior of the country. About 8,000 to 9,o,oo persons appeared. 

On July 7th, their expedition started in groups of 800 to 1 1 000 persons at 
a time. One day later, the Germans decided that the Jews wishing to be exempted 
from co:npulsory labor would have to pay at least one million drachma.a and five 
millions at most. !.!any people profited by this measure, and about 700 millibnn 
drachmas were thus paid, 

A CO:ri!1ittee was constituted, comprising the Gerruan Chief Civil libgineer· 
ch~rged ~~th the execution of this task, and three members of the cOl!l!llunity, in 
order to decide how n:uch each person should pay, according to the individual's 

· vwlth. One month later-, another agreement was concluded between the Befelshaber 
i':olik Al.gal and the CollT.lunity, according to which the :payment in tbl'ee instalments 
of 3,000;000 dracl!Dl.38 (this sum was later reduced to 1,000,000) the liberation 
ot all the people already working would be obtained, 'llld after tliut,' no Jew was 
sent to compulsory labor. 

In order to·raise the enormous !rinount required, eapacially after having 
already collected 700 million drachlnas so as to save the 8,000 persons from 
compulsory l&bor whe:ro rr.-0st of thau would. auroly have died of hunger, illness, 
etc. the corn.unit:! ~.iao compelled to fovy a heavy tax on u:,ll J:ta roembers; baaed ,_ 
on the fintmcial ~o.a.th of-tho individuals. 

After the first payment, tl1oy wore all liberated, und 1,5001 000,000 were 
raiaod. In the n:eantiroo, tho racial luwo cruuo into force and, ao a matter of 
course, tho c1uost1on was solved by itself. 

Although, loaglly ap~1king, the ncutrl.ll Sc.pbardic Jewo wore exempted from 
this tax, nevert.heleaa, of their own volition, <J.nd for solidarity's sake, they 
decided to help th@ con-:aunity in this humnnit!lri!Ul action by paying tho 
amount th6y deCtllled nppropr1nto. 
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:, The Spanish col.ony participated with about 70,000,000 dracbnias, and the 
Ittlian colony r.~th about 50,000,000. 

On February 7th, the high German authorities ordered the application of 
the racial laws in llorthern Uacedonia, and its capital, Salonica, without the 
previous consent of the Greek Government. The first measures· applied starting · 
Februar-1 28th, were the folloning : · · 

1) Every individual was to war the yellow star with the "Mogan· Davidri and his 
registration number ; 

2) Absolute prohibition to ride in the trolleys 

3) Prohibition to walk in the central and main str.eets of the citiea ; 

4) Order to display in the atores o·iiDsd by Jews a sheet of paper With the 
inscription nJewi.sh Store" ; 

5) Declaration of every person's fortune 

6) Internuent of everybody in ghettos. 

To this effect, two large ghettos were organized, one for the inhabitants 
of the countryside and the other for the persons living in the center of the 
dity, as well as for the poor. Jews of the outskirts~ Dist.rict No.151 (turned 
over by the Italian government to the Jewish Community for a very small sum, as 
it had belonged to the Italian army in the Orient during the war 1914-1918) and 
Di.strict No. 6 1 Cala!llaria, Regis, Vardar, Baron Hirsch. · 

In order to enable the Gestapo to exercice a direct control over the ghett.os, 
the Jewish youths were constituted in a police force ; they wore a brassard and . 
were charged to watch the Jews living .in the ghettoa and to accompany in the 
streets those who had to go outside for some particular reason, always with a 
special permit signed by the chief of the Jewish police. EXit from the ghetto 
before 5:00 P.M. \1188 torb~dden, but the people were allowed to walk Within its 
111lii ts. 

Were excluded Of these roeasurea·;.the nationals of neutral and friendly 
countries : Italy, Spain, Turkey, Switzerland, Portugal, Egypt and Persia. 
~be nationals of countries like France, Czechoslovakia) Yugoslavia, Bulgaria 
and Germany were affected by the racial laws. 

In the month of April 1943, masa deportations began. As first concentration 
point, the District Baron Hirsch was obosen (thin district was created with th'e 
financial o.ssl.at•l!it.:o of the 'Baron. Hirsch Fund for tne accomo'clation. of a nu.mber 
of Jih1iah· fa:niliea from Lcmberg after the Husa1ans loft the city in 1918), .and 
the-/ were provisionally gathered there for tlie preparation of the convoy. 

A totol of 17 exped1tiens took pluoe in horse wagons with. 60 to· 70 persQns 
to a wugon. The ap1>rox1mate number of doportooa was 46,000 p0>roons, all to 
Polnnd. 'lbey were llerir.1 tted to tul-:o along only 15 kilogrwns of clothing per 
poraon, plua u packseo of food. All their fortunes, furniture, persontll be
lons:inga ea ~1ell 110 valuon, money, wore oonfiacutod. 'l'hoy did not touch i•elll 
cotato property. All tho ot.01•011 woro cloaEid and tbo lrnyf!n l'cllli ttod to tho 
compotont Clorrr.un milit•1ry authorities. 
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In agreement with the Greek government, it was decided to register all . 

merchandise in the stores, whrehouaes,.etc. The realization of this opera"!;ion 
;.as entrusted to an administrative cO!Ulllittee_of three. For· the registration' of 
merchandise in the stores~ cCll!llll1ttees of three-were constituted• One of.the, 
three ARB connected with the Chamber of Commerce, one was a f'Unctionary of the 
Ministry of Finances and the third a member of the Jewish Community, a.lld they 
~ere assisted by tpe interested persons in the drawing up of the inventory or· 
merchandise. Gopy of this inventory was rllillitted to the interested person. Since .. 
the deportation of all the Jews, the decisions taken by this administration for 
the total and definitive liquidation of the confiscated merchandise a.re unknown. 
The dwnage caused thereby is inestimable and amounts '(Pt many billions of: 
drac!Eas • .All the archives of the Jewish Community were burnt and destroyed• 
~ne moat interesting book that were to be found in SOllle libraries, public and 
private, were sent to Berlin. The Holy Books (Sephorim} were also sent to -Berlin, 
according to certain mEmbere of the Je~~sh Community. 

The fate of the deportees to Poland is unknollll, due to lack of hews~ 

Some mE111bers of the community, as well as various anployees and inembers of .. 
the cOlllllittees, totalling '75 to 80 people, in gratitude for the services rendered 
to the Gestapo by accurately applying the racial laws, were deported on the_ same . 
day as the Spaniards to Belsen-Bergen(nea.r Hanover}. Among these persons was 
Dr. !foretz with his fwaily, and Albw1a, the President Of the Community, who, 
until now, were obliged to work. 

:Expulsion of Sephardic Jews, nationals of Neutral countries, 
from Macedonia and'Salonica 

A~er carr1ing out the deportation of the 48,000 Greek Jews, the Berlin 
government decided, in the end of iipril or the beginning of May 1943, to eipell 
the Sephardic Jews, nationals of neutral countries, giving them as tbe last day . 
for leaving the country July 15, 1943. The delay was subsequently extended for · I' 
a fortnight and was definitely set for J'uly 31, 1943. The decision was communicated -
to the respective governments and trwis:nitted to Salonica through the respective . 
Legations. - . \. 

Spain at once accepted in principle to receive its nationals in the homeland I 
and negotiations were initiated for the organization of the trip and the safe
guarding of the Salonica Spaniards; with the Spwiiah Legation in Athena9 the 
Spanish Thlbaas-1 in Berlin wid the Spanish Consulate in Salonica. · 

negotiations were still under way for the definite organization of the 
trip to Spain, and it rw.nined to be decided 11bether it would be effected by sea 
or 0 by land, on a Spanish ship, or-on a Swiss ship of the InternU:tiOnal Reii.'Cross .•· 
C'l..rryinf; wheat to GreGce, or by train via Germany or· ltnly 1· etc, and Rome had 
accepted in principle to authorize tha transit of tho Spaniards through its 
terrl tory wh~n, in the nishtc of July 15th, the Spanioh Legation in Athens notified 
its ropreaentativo in Salonioa thnt the lb1drid Goverrunent would not accept the 
repai~1ation c,n bloc of the entire colony, but only thoir return in mnall groups. 
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It-;i;-as therefore decided that the Spaniards Kould be provisionally' deported for 
two'. or three ·n:onths by the Ge:i:mans to a _poncentration camp in Gel'lllliny where 
eaoh case would be individually e:xa!!lined with a "l!Bw< to repatriation. · · 

This unexpected decision of the Spanish government one day before the 
ex:piration of the last delay given by the Germans for their leaving'.tlie country 
caused consternation and despair of the entire colony when it 'Sll~ itself sudderily 
abandoned, while the other countries, like Italy, Switzerland, Turkey, Portugal, 
had accepted the repatriation of their nationals. · 

'/!hen the German authorities learned.about the decision of the Spanish 
governn:ent of !ladrid not t!> accept the ;>panish people from Greece, oii July -29, 
1943, they sum&med all the heads of famlies in a synagogue and brought them 
to the Baron Hirsch concentration C!!lllp. 

The measure was so unexpected that many Spaniards cfl.l!le to the C!il!lp in . 
BU!IJller elothes and without bringing additional clothes wHh them; In the following 
days, they were allowed to go and fetch some indispensable things.for the '!;rip, 
as well as all their jewelry, gold and values. 

Two days later, on July 31, 1943, the Spanish colony was notified that it 
Y10uld be transferred to the concentration camp of Bel.sen Bergen in Germany. 
Before leaving, the heads of farrdlies were obliged to declare and rem! t to the 
Chief of the Gestapo all the money they had, in foreign currency, in jewelry or 
in national n:oney, in obvious contradiction with the promise made to them0 that . 
they would be pennitted to take along all the money and valuables they might have. 

AB 1t was, each Spaniard declared and remitted to the German Chief of the 
Police, on July 31st, all he possessed in currency and money, which was put in 
individual envelopes bearing the name of each depositor and his registration number, 
which was duly sealed. The total amount of money remitted on that day amounted 
to about UtA 42,000, 55,000 Swiss francs, some golden 20 French francs coins, 
sOEe jerNels and about 24,000,009 Greek drachmas. 

~ "/ihen taking the deposits, the German Chief of Police did not. issue any 
receipt, but remitted a detailed list signed by each depositor, next to the 
indication of the sum remitted by him• However, the Chief of th·e Police solemnly 
promised that the envelopes muld be restituted to each of the depositors upon 
his arrhal in· Germany. As far ea the drachincfs were concerned, thl'<y were to' 
be reimbursed in Germany by ~eans of the clearing; To dat~, these amounts have 
not been refunded, · -

After a 4 days stay in tho concentration comp Hirsch, the. colony was __ _ 
ehipJHJd in 10 -horse wagons to thee concentration· camp 01' Belsen•Bergen. ·_'l'he fodd · 
for the trip from Salonica to-Bclsen.oBcrgen-waa purcJHrnCJci by the Spaniards 
thu:iselvea, their ox1.irnsen ::unount<>d to about 841 000,000 drachmas. 'l'ho trip lasted 
11 days IDld On Auguat l3tb, __ they rcnchcd tho Ct.Ullp 1•1hero they were accornodatod· 
in four narda us explained heroin. '1'ho Sp!1111urda l'loro not subjootc.d to compulsory 
labor. 'i'ho nW!lber of Spaniuh doportoes wna 367 ; two ot than - ono yow1g girl 
and one elderly nvm- piurncd 11'1/ll:f of natural <Wha. 

In the end of October 1913, 1111 tfl(J Sr..aniurda ns well ua tho 46 Argontino 
n'1Honalo of Polish origin, were notified thnt tho:t would bo tranuforrod j.'.-. 
elao..,h11ro. Jlo other indication wan elven thum. 
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On r-ecember 23rd, a Gestapo functionary of the camp· advised the i::hief or· . 
the colony that he had had a conference with Berlin over the.telephorie, 'anci needed 
urgently a list of the 365 Spaniards. On January 2nd, 1944,· the German Commandant 
of the camp declared that the Spaniards would be repatriated, and that two lists 
had to be drawn up, one of 182 and one of 183 persons, as the expedition would. 
be effected in two groups. Tte first group was to leave on February 3rd. and the· 
second on February ?th. The sojourn in the camp had lasted six ii.-0nths, from 
August 3rd to February ?th, 1944. -

The trip -.ms rrade Via Hanover, Frankfurt, Salzburg, k'ulhouse, Dijon, Lyon, 
Perpignan, Port-Eou anc Barcelona, and lasted six days till the-Spanish border, 

The Gerr:an police comnandant who accompanied the vonvoy issued the certificates 
of nationality prepared in the camp, and a functionary of the. Spanish Imbasay in· 
Berlin, \1ho arrived to that effect in Port-Bou, rez.rttted -to -each int ereated 
person the individual passport issued by the Spanish Consulate in Athens, dated 
Uay 26, 1343, bearing the visa of the Spanish Iinbassy in Eerl1n, for entry into_ 
Spain. The telegram of the Ii:nJrnssy in Berlin authorizing their entry was date.d 
July 30, 1943: the date of the visa affired by the Consul. General of Spain· in 
Athens was August 10, 1943, or 8 days after the detention of the Salonica 
Spaniards and their deportation to Belsen-Eergen. 

Pr~tection of the Spaniards' interests in Salonica since 
the German occupation until their departure. . , t 

It is thanks to the personal steps tal!;en by His Excellency Sir Jose JJusse:nague)t 
Minister of Spain in Athens, on the day of the occupation of the capital by the ·J' 
Gel'l!lall Arey, with the representative of the Reich in Athens, that he ;i:eceived the '. 
promise that the intereats of the Spaniards in Greece arid thuir property, . d 
regardless of their religion, would be respected. Therefore, almost no Spaniard, .. , 
with the exception of a few, suffered any rectuisition of furniture, belongings, 
n:erchandise, etc. until the very day of their deportation. The GelEB.lls observ&d 1 
~strictly the agreti:ent~ concluded between 1.:r. r~.lllsenague and the German J\mbassador ·" 
in Athena. 

Conduct of the Greek clan~nta of Orthodox religion in 
Salon_ics •11th respi:ct to antisunitic action. 

The greatrst pr.rt ot the r.idclle clliss SaJ.onica pqpUlation viewod with, 
iiati11factior, tr.o totul <lqiol'tntion of tl.10 Sephardic __ t;;lucenti;·_ and: Plll'.ticUlarly 
their I'(,O)Vol. ftor:. the: L'.arkct, · · · 

Thu intollcctuu.1 class nclmowlc<lccd the rcui;urcr: with 1ndigno.t1olj but 
cotJlii not t~prclJo Ha feelini;;, duo to fear. 

l.Xc;ropriotion of tho nncit'1'.lt Jcwioh cCJDcto1·y of Saloniou. 

For 11> or lt> ;1wr111 t.ho cnit.rol Cree:}: out.hol'itiuo lm<l accepted the p1•inc11il& 
of Lho totol cx,pror•riuti<>n of tho J"wioh CC;JL(ltc1·y. f.:ubuc(,ucntly to tm intor-
vtmt101i, CJf t.hu Je;wieh C01r1,,unit,y, thorCJ wua in timu u. provioionnl un1io1jto ogrocrucnt i 
wr.oreby r>o.rt. r,f thi:· erounil viuc turnt.cl OVCJ)' to tlw Suloniou. Uni vcroHy for the , !'' 
orr,ct.ine of lubor:1Lc1·1<.c, 'l'l,o 1r.utt01• ~"a tl.uc aottlod rmd tl,o 11x1i 1·ovJ'1nt1on adjourned., 
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In the l!:Onth of Navauber 1942, son:-e functionaries of the Government General -

of .l.!acedonia whose headquarters were located in Salanica seized the occ~aion o~ _ 
the Ge=an Dilitary occupation and, knaWing the feelings of the Germans regarding 
the Jews, raised the subject !llld Within less than -one month, without<ariy delay, 
they decided ta expropriate tee cemetery' anci started destroying arid anqient ann 
tl:.6 new cemetery, and the tombs, only al.lorilng those 1vho wished it, _to take _ 
the rests of their defuncts. l:espite various protests rr:ade by the Ghief-Rabbi, 
no practical result was achieved, and the cemetery ~as totcllly destroyed \lllder 
n.e cirect control of a competent functionary of the Government G!;nerhl. a:r 
Macedonia. The Goverrui.ent General. of Griece did not seE!ll to know about that 
deciaio11 .. 

In the concentration cnup of Bel.sen-Bergen, destined solely to nationals 
of neutral cotL~~ries, there were 2?9 subjects of Palestine, 65? South .America.na 
(of Chile, Guuta::ala, lHca.rae,-ua, Bolivia, Brazil, Hondm·as, -Mexico, San Saiva.dor 
ar.d some of the U.S.A.), all nati Yes or residents of Poland. 'l'he Palestine 
subjects obtained certificates in 1941., those of South Junerica received passports 
in 19{0 before the occupation of Pol.and by Germany. 'l'ho Palestinians, have cer
tificates issued by Dr. Golden, rep1·osent11tive of the Palestine gove1'nl!:ent in 
Istsclml, ii: 'Rhose passports it was inscribed that they had previously resided 
in Palestine and had tho right to do so again. 

'I'"ne South An;ericans had regular passports delivered by the Consul General 
of these republ.ics in New York or Borne and attestations of. their respective 
Consuls. For exrur.ple, liicaragua rocoenized all tl1e doaum1mtS' issued by the 
Consulate General iL lle;v York. 

~ ArgnntiH: : there are about 63 persons among whom the Conc;ul. General of 
Argenti~e in Salzburg, Fduardo Biegler and his wif'o. The latter re~uested the 

/) 2 Charge d'Af'faires of Argentine in Berne, Santiago Fiezer to be advised for"an 
/)/.11.'JAA ·/ authorization ot rel'.!'.ain in the country to keep the archives. In Bergen bei, Dresden, 

<J a German concentration Clll!!p, there are about 1,800 South American, subjects, whose 
docUJ1Jents 'Gero not considered as @1te in order by the Gennen Police. Therefore, 
1 t is neoessar1 to endeavor to have the status of these persona regularized, 
all the zorc Bo that 90'} of. them are the boat elw.ents of Poland : physicians, · 
lawyers, engin~ern, pharmacists, rabbit>, etc. all peroona of merit; Thero arc 

[' 

co1·e itmerican nationa_ l_a in the cor,centration oa..'"Jps of Vittel.1 Lib-ernau and 
L'Oat (Silesia}. In the aare cru:.p of P.elsen-Bergen there are alao 1

1
000 persona 

who r1<:ro brought from Hollcnd, and v.hoac oocunwnta arc being controlled by tho 
GerrUi.11 authorities. 

Ao baa already . bcon said, .theru aro~ also in t)le ,camp lloli.ien.;;Bergen 75 Jews 
trorl l'::alonica, of ·c1·ock nationality, with Dr. Kofotz, the Preaidont of the 
Oo=nit:r ond nevcrul rr.crJl1cra or rmmo. The South "1r.ericnn and Paloatinian 
aubjecto ere, not com1111llvd to __ l'iork, but tho_ Groi.irn and aouw D1.1tola11on must 
p6rfom very hard l~bor. 

'L 



Ya1' 16, 1944 

'f01 lir. Le&HI' 

V'· 11th reterenoe to the requHt frOll Mr. Louie B. Spiegler, 

Couual of HIAs: that we aHiet in obta~ pe1'111111on tor 

Ur. Spemen~of BIAS llDd Hr. Mt1 Liohtenetein"'~r the Jewi1h 

Ageney to enter Spain, 111'. Spiegler informs me that the toner 

11 a J'l'anch nat!oml and t.be latter a Pale1t1nian national. 

In uew ot the fact that the wbJeote of the requelt are 

not heric~n 01ti1ens, and 1n light of the l'epOl'ted agl'Nllent 

~ween t.he Spanish Forelp Office and .AabasNclor Hqea that f. . 

no additional AmeJ'lean welfare worker• will be broqht ii 

Si:ein at this t1u, I f"1 that the Board ahould not extend 

the de•Jred a1si1tanoe under pre1ent oirCW11tanoe1. 

' 1'j 
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!dwardM.
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JolmL~ID 
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1.1o.-ra1m 
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llany """9 
J-11 Puln.-bof 
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lfatlw:m~lolcl 
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W°"'oa'•Df?Wnl 
Mz1.A.H.,....... 
M1" Ell&aboth Lo,.., 

Illa• C41111CU ol Ot11<Jaballou 

A.""°" 
J:oall Oalla<lc 
~or .. ~wr9 
Mu. l!<>M ToboQAl<k 
A.b-raham 9. WUk 
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fl"..,.a'•C<luocU 
Mrt. llot"""' J. Wlotl 

Hay 10, 1944 

Mr. John w. Peble, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I was unable to reach you on the telephone so 
I spoke with Mr. Abrahamson of your.office. The 
purpose was to convey the following cable message 
which we received from our Mr. David Schweitzer_.. 
who is now in Turkey: · 

~=~~g~~S I~~~:1HMA~WH~~~ 
RECEIPT OF CABLE FROM JOE LEVY 
CORRESPONDENT NEWYORK TIMES AND WITH 
WHO AM IH COUSTA1Pr TOUCH STRONGLY 
URGE ALONG LINES ~ GGESTED TO HIM 

I am, of course, at your service and shall appre
ciate hearing from -you so as to enable us to 
reply to Mr. Schweitzer. 

AG 

\.· 

725 

....... 
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EXECutW!~':.:'.' :;D--doo J .. 7' .'· .... -l. '·. ·(}········ j.' Ii 

WASHINGT9N 25, D. C. 0 (./\./'-""' ... 

TOI llr. LellHl' 

l'R£H1 R. L. Saith 
' ./. . .. / ·- - --- _· ---- ___ c':/-~-c-----

SUBJECTI Evacuation of RefUgeea troll Brit1erl.nd.'bJ SeaJ.ed Cu• 
- .( ' - , .- . .' .· ... 

At rq requHt, HIAS eubmitted a memorandWD (eee ApPendb) out
lin1Jlg the u11e of sealed oars in the past from Ge1'lllallf or through 
Gerllan-dominated.terr1to17 with the consent of the Gel'll!Nl GcmlJ'Jl• 
ment. SUggeations that negotiations to this end be.~ertaltenwere 
ude b)' both HIAS and American Friends Senice eo.ittee in their 
replies to the Board'• request tor ideas, sent to all priwte .· 
agencies actiTe in rei'ugee work. Prior to. October 19411 · p8X'llie• 
Bien for activities ot this sort was given fairly treel7. _. · 

Between April and October ot "&hat year large numbere ot Jewieh 
retugees with overseee imdgration Tisae were allowed to leaye · · 
Genw>y in groupa or two or three hundred, crossing Fre.nce tOirun 
on the Spenieh border in sealed cars. On other occasions, Jewieh 
retugees residing in Switzerland were permitted to cross France~· 
bua and sealed wagons to Barcelona. Both Gel'1118J17 and France gr&ntecl 
pendsdOP tor such transit. On other occasione, pel'llieeion wae · 
sranted tor transit b)' airplane.trot1 Stuttgart acrose Frence to 
Spain and Portugal. 

Since October 1941, aPii-rently no permission has been granted 
with the exception otpt!icial exchanges i;uch as that ot the dipl.o
uts recentl7 sent trcill. Germany acroBa France through I:run to Lie'ban 
also in eealed cars • 

. HUS urges that while Pel'llil~icln tor the tr~~portats1ri ~t adults 
will probably not be g:r;oanted, -there might be less objection it onl.7 
children were included. lfegotiationa would ban .to be conduct.db)' 
Sdtserl.elld, acting tor i:Welt, and it permieeion ot the Genan GoTern• 
aent were aranted, no !lifficul~ with eithe:r Spdn or Poriupl. is anti
cip.ted since a 8Uf't1cient nwaber of 'Yieaa tor children are anU.ble. 

WW, BACIQRQUHJ) 

Tht:re ie comperatinl.7 little ot a detinit. nawr• to be to\Uld 
in works on international lu o<mcend.ng aate con4uot in tilll9 of war 

'i 
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except tor general defwtiOM. Oppenheim declaree1 that •a. Bate con• 
duct is a written pendssion given bi a belligerent to en9117 llllbjecta 
or otbers ellorillg tliem to proceed to a pe.rticUl.ar place tor a·detined 
object.• Alsc, •Passports and sate conduets -11:4! the grantee inTiol
able 110 loag and insofar as he complles with 1:Jie.cond1tion11 1p9eiall7 
illpoaed upon hi.a, or made neceesar)' bJ' tlie circuutmce11 of the epecial .. 
case.• In llmitation he eays •thq are onl;y a ma.tter ot international. 
la• when the granting ot them ha'.s been arranged bf the belligerentls, ol'. 
their responaible co~ere, or between the belligerents or neutral 
powers. It thq are granted b7 one ot the· belligerents acting unilater• 
~and without such arrangement, thq would aeea to tell outside the · 
scope of international law.• He ~fl epeoiticall7 that-eafe e<mducta . 
aa,y be giTen tor 11hipe aa well as tor persona. Preaumabl7, by analoa, . 
this would alf!O appl.7 to other nhiolee. · · ·. · 

Wheatcn2 gins the same detinitim and ~de that •such d~te 
are to be intupreted b,r the eame rules of liberalltr and 1ood faitli 
with other acte_of the ·.eovere_ign-,pow'itrs.n 

An application b7 ~it1erlaDd for a sate conduct of the:iliJid con
templated would not be a viOla.tion ot ite neutnuity since hliine.ne or 
charit.able acts performed b,- a neutral count17 do not violate ite 
~~!!t~ it pert6ned onl7 on behalf of the subject. of one 

During World War I, the Slli11S GoTenment deTiaed a transport.&
tion plan as part of the arr8Diement lpOlleored by it between Frence, 
England, ud ~tor the hospitalization and rel,ease of 81~ and 
wounded prisoners of war. Such pr!eonera, eelect.d tor .hospital!U.· · 
ti.on in Blritzerl.alld, were assembled at specific pointe, one in lrance 
and one in Germ&JIT, from which points they embarked b7 train under 
the jurisdiction ot the head pbyeician of International Reel Croee. 
These traine operated on a fixed time schedule, leaving on eaoh oc• 
oaeion at the Baille hour and tollowh!g the e&111e route •. The7 were 
lmder the control of the Red Croes until the S.1ee border wae 
oroeaed, although a specified nuaber of Srlea eold9re-aotecl a1 euard•• 
The Mee offic~r in.charge wae made re•pc>ndble tor the deli.,.17 ot 
all ISUCh prieonere and triplicate.liete were made up so that each in• 
tereeted part, ~~ a Check. · 

..... 

:• 

~ Section 218, Vol. II, Opp&Wleia'• •tnternational law" Sixth edition 
"Page m, Vol. II, Sixth edition 
3 11Prcceedilli• ot American Inatitute of International La~, 1921, P•i• 105~7 
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In t.he qreemct entered iDto b7 the tJaited states and GeraaJl7 · 
iD Jlovember, 19181 concerning prisoners of war, eanituT peraonnel 
and obil priaoners, Article 174 provides indeteil the Mch1.ueJ7 
tor arr8llgillg transportation, with the ~peration ot one or more 
neutrals. All deteile were to be arranged b7 a 111.xed comd.ttee '.cos.
posed ot two mnber11 tor each contracting part7 and one tor each · 
nsutral ccun:tq through and iD •hichii:t.ransportetion wae to t.lte place. 
~e conduct was to be ~teed. 

Article 175 ot that agre8118Zlt p!'orides a baaie tor selecting 
persons Wider a definite Q'Stell of priorit7, and .Article 176 eonre 
the subject. of upen111s. · 

.ilthoqh th!• agreement wu never ratified, and ia not le~ 
binding upon 1Ul10D8 pi'eeumabq because the .Armistice was signed cm. 
the euie dq and it became more or leee auperfluowi, it contaiDed 
certain detaila agreed upon after prolonged negotiation• and.could 
aene as a blue-priDt for the propoHd action so tar as it goes. ~· 
The tact that GermaJ17 once agreed to such a plan might also be per• 
euaein iD approachiDg the preisent gOTermaente 
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llEllORAHDUll 

llr. I. L. Aeofsq (for the War Refugee Boe.rd) 

Ilja Dijoor, Bucu.tin Secreta17 of BICDI 

Dllring the period between April and,_ Optober 1941, Jewbh refugee•- in . 
posses1ion of United States or ot.her overseas 1mllligrat1on visas were atil1 allowed 
to lean Gel"lllllJO', in order to embark in Portupese or Spnbb bu-bore. The 
procedure wse the following. · 

1. Att.r reoeJ.Ting their 1maigrat1on Tilae, the ealgnnt1-ind-ref\lgee1 wculd 
register with the llER (llittel-Euro:i:«eisches Reisebureau)· which represented the mo•t 
1.mporiant German •teamehip companies (Hamburg-Amerikatinieand Horddeutscher Ll:oJd). 

2. The MER would adnse their correspondents in L11bon or Madrid~ commnicating 
the name-lista of those holders ot overseas illllligration Tisae. These ll1ts would· 
be 1111bmitted b7 the Portuguese aDd Spanish steamehip compeniee to the Police in 
Lisbon and Madrid, with requests tor Spanish and Portugue11e transit Tieae. The11e 
applications tor transit rlsas had to be backed b7 the private Jewish organisations~ 
euch as the HICEX and or the JDC, which woulc;t give the guarantee to the PortugueH 
authorities that steamship resenations would be me.de and that none of these eaigrente 
would raa1n in the country owing to the lack of transportation tuncls• 

3. The l!llligrants would be a111eJ1bled in groups of two to three hundred each, 
and would be 11ent fro• GeJ'llSD1' through Prance 1n sealed care to the Sp8.nish border 
(!run). 

4. In other cases, eevera1 groups of Jewish refugees residing 1D Switzerland, 
were sent with the permission of the Genian and French authOrities through unoccupifid 
Prence in sealed wagone and sometir.ee in buees which had no right to stop until 
thq reached the Spanish border. ThHe groups were directed to Barcelona._ 

5. In the 84llMI wq~ two COlllJaCt groups of Jewish refugees trom luxemburg ·•.ere 
sent thrO\tih occupied Prance to the Spanish border at Irun. One group counted 
250 people and the otbw- 400 people. · · · · 

6. During the .Sae period, Jewieh retugeee were allowed· to u•e the direct 
air line trot1 Stuttgart going thrOugh unoccupied Pranctl _to Madrid and Liebcia. ·· 

7. Two other groupa ot Jewieh. retugeee were repatriated dlteotl.7 from ParieJ 
t{te Spanish group ot 300 left Paris in August 19431 and upon reaohin£ the Spanish 
border at Henda7e, the88 people were asoigned to rallidences in eenral locelitiee 
in Spain. The 150 Portugueue oitiaene left Paris in October 1943 IUld_ were aedpecl 
tor r&Bidenoe at Curia and Co1111bra. _ · 

8. According to the latest intol'lll.tion, 365 Jfte from Salonild. who were sent 
trom Greece to the cartp of Beleen Bergen near Hanover on Jul.7 29, 1943, reached Spain 



• 
Perpignan and Port-Bou on Janua17 2, 1944. 

t•• ""f!'. 

. These examples, (without speaking ot the group ot diplomata brought iro.m 
Baden•Beden 8lJd Godesberg through Paris and Irun to Lisbon to ship on the . . . . ·.· 
s/s •Qripshol.11• also in swed cars); seem to indicate that there ill a possibilit;, 
ot getting in SO!ile instances, pel'lllission trom the German authorities to $llow the 
passage in transit through French territory ot groups or refugees to neutral Spain 
8lJd Portupl.. - . . · . · ·. · . 

An et.tort in this direction, made by the War Refugee Boerd, is highly 
desirable, and U there be some oba:t.acles difficult to overc:.ol'le when adult retageee 
are concerned, it 1111st be possible to eecure euoh permission tor -the evacuation ot ·
children, for who:n immigration visas in overseas countries, are available in large 
llllllbers. In case such a permission can be obtained by the Swiss authorities, there 
will certainly be no dittioultiea to get Spanish and Portuguese transit 'Yisas. 

ID/HK 
4/12/44 
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TOI 

~· R. L. Smith 

At. 1211' requaat., IIIAS wlxd.tted a memorandum (see AppeDdu) out
lining the uae ot Haled care in tbe pest trO?ll Gel'llBll1 or through 
Oene.n-docdmted territoey with tJie consent of tbe German Oonrn• 
m4lnt. •. 5uggeatlons that negotistiona to thi• end be undert.aken were 
ude bJ both HIM; and Allericsn Friends Service .~ttee in thew 
replies to the Board'• requeet. for ideas, sent to all priw.te 
agencies active in refUBee vork. Prior to.October 1941, i:;ermi•• 
eico tr;r aotiv1Uea of thie sort wae given tairl.7 treel}'. 

Bet.o.n April Md October of that year large 11UTAbera of Jewleh 
refUBeea with overee111 imigrat1on v1ea1 were allairod to leave 
GeT118?11 in groups of 'bro or three hundred, cro1e!ng France to.Irw:a 
on the spam.eh border in i;ealed cnrs. On other occaeione, .Tewi•h 
refUBeee r_,aiding in Sri taerlend were pormi tted to cro11 Franoe "1' 
bua and eeel.ed wagons to Barcelona. Both 0•Z'l!IU17 and France· grentea 
perni11e1on for web trruislt,. On other occaeiona, permieeion wee 

'granted tor transit by. airplane from Stuttgart acroH Fr11no• to 
Sprln and Portugal.. 

Since October 1941, apparently no pef!l11181on baa been sranW 
with the exception of otticial exchanges such 11s that of th9 cllplo
aatr recentl.7 sent from GertllllD)' aoroea France tbrough Irun to Lllllon 
also 1n eealed care. · 

lllAb urge• thllt while permiaeion for the traneportlltion of .adUltt 
will }'robobl7 .not be srantt.~, there idPt be i.ee objection J,t Onl7 
chUdrenwiere inCludedt Hegot!aU.on8 would ba'ff to be oonduoteci bJ 
Blfitaerland, acting for iteelt, and it i:•l'llliHlon of th• Genan Govern• 
Mnt were aranted, no difficulty with either Spain or l'ortucal 1e anti• 
a,1~\ed •inc• a wft1o1•nt number of -deH tor obUdren are ftW.ilableo 

II.QM QAC)(OROJJMR . 

Tbft• 1• COlllJl&Hti'ffl.7 llttl.• ot a detinite natm'• to be found 
.in worb on int.rnational law concernlq nfe oonduot 1n time ot war 

\ 
\ 
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except fOT general definiti~. 0pperihein decJ.a:re-1 that "a itafe con• 
duct is a nit.ten pendeeion gi..-en by a belligerent to en-.r wbjeote 
or other& allowing them to proceed to a particular pl.ace for a defined 
objeot.• Aleo, 11Pe.esport.s and safe condUct.9 take the grentee iirriol• 
able so long end insofar ae he coaplies with the conditi.on• 1peciall1 
ilsrosed upon bbl, or lflide neceal!IU7 b7 the circum11t.e.nces of the speciU 
case.11 In l.ill1tation be lllftJS 11 the7 ere on17 a matter ofinte""1tiona1 
la• when the granting of them bae been arranged by t.hebelligerenta, or 
their reepona!ble oor:iandera, or bet11een the belligerent.II or neutral 
power11. If the)' are granted b7 one of the belligerents acting unUater• 
all1 and without suoh ananaeiaent, tllq would •Min to fall outside the 
acope of internaUonal lawi9 Be f!871 epeoifica.ll)' that eafe conduct. 
aay be giYen for ehipe all well ae for persona. PrellWll!l~' by ~og, 
this •ould allO appl7 to other nbiolHo 

Wbeatal2 givee the 11&118 definition and adds that il~b ctoawaentm 
ere to be interpret.ad by the E8E& rulea of liberalit)' and good taith 
with other acte of the ~e_ipqders.

11 

An a~tion "1 .Ewitzerland for a safe conduet of the '}.;\nil con .. 
templatecf would not be a violation of ite neutralitf since hulllene or 
obaritable acts performed by a neutral countl')' do not violate it. 
neutraliV even u perto'rmed onl1 on behalf of the eubjectt of one 
belligeront.J 

During World tar 1, the SWies QoverMent dri11ed atre.naporta• 
tion pl.e.n ae part of' the arrangenent 1pom1ored by it betweOn France; 
Engl•nd, and Qerl!llJl1 for the hospitalization end release ot tick an4 
wounded pri6Clllera of ll81'. SU.Ch prisoners, selected tor hospi tolisa• · 
t.lon 1n Mt.zerland, were assembled at epeoitio points, one in France 
and one in GermaD7 t f'rO!ll 11bicll points they embarked b)' train under 

, the juritdiotion of the heed physician of InternationalRed Croils. 
'lbt11e tteina operated on a ti:xed time schudule, leaving on ea!lh oo• 
cation e.t the sane hour and following the same route. the)' were 
under the control of the Reel CroH until the sviea border waa 
oroseed, althoUgb a specified nwnber of Swilll aoldBr• acted aa gwird1. 
The Ewies officer in charge Wall Dade relspOlleibl• tor the deliver)' of 
all suob prieolUlre and triplicate liiite were mane up to that each in• 
tereated i:arlr ha4 a obeok. ·· .· 

~ s4.ct1on as, Vol. II, 0ppenh9ill'a 111ntemati0nal Law" sut.h O<lition · 
Pa&• m, Vol. II, Sut.becH.tion 

3 "PrOOeedinl• ot Ascrican In1tiW.te of International I.aw, 1921, Page 105•7 
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In the afl"98ment entered into by the United ft.at.ea and·Gel'A8Ji7 
in t;QV6:nber, 1918, concerning 1,r1&0nere of war, Hnitaey per.onnel 
end civil pri&oncre, ArtJ.cle 174 p·ovidee in detftll the Plflohin•l7 . 
tar errangitig trtins1-'<lrtnt.1on, with the cooperation or one or nol'e 
neutrals. ill details were to be ar1'11Jlied by a milled committee co:11-
posed ot wo ~mb&re tor e11ch contre.c~ p1rty end 0no for eflch 
nau~l counby throU£h and in 11hich traI!SfOrt.At.ion wnc to take place. 
Eate condUot n11 to be £1W1Ulteed• · 

lirt.icle 17~ or that agrenen~ i:rovide11 a 1Mt11is tor selecting 
persona under e definite 8JSt.8a of p:rior1~, and ~rtJ.cle 176 covets 

the subject or ~"·· 
Although this agreer.ent -• never ratified, er.d ie not lepl.JJ 

binding upon el'~one j)ke9U1!18~ bceause the !•r:---iatico "nil o1gned on 
the ~e da;J and it beca"e more or leso superf1uouo, 1 t co:1tained 
certain details aueed upon after prolonged r.cgotie.tione encl could 
serve ae a bluc-vrint for the r•roposed t1cUon ro fnr nil it goee. 
The fllct that Genisey once ogreocl to euch a plnn ~ght oli:o be i:er• 
flUlllliT& 1n •H reaching the present governor,nt. 

J._,_, .. -



.· .. ~ 

~· t 
iEMORAif PUJI 

to 1 ttr. I. L. Aflc>fsky (for the Tiar RefUgee Boerd) 

fJ'Ollll llja Dijour, Executin 5earetal7 of HICDI 

IJUrlng the i·eriod bet11een April and October 1941, Jewish refugee• 1n . 
·po1session of United states or other ~er11eae imdgraUon villllll were 11t.Ul elloire4 
to leave German7, in order to embBTk in Portugueee or SJenish harbor•;. the 

procedure wee the follO'llingo · 
l. After receivirog their immigration v191le, the e11ie;ranw and t'flfugHI waul.4 

register with the l!EF. (!Uttel-Euroraeisohes Rei11ebll.'eau) 1'hlch repre"ent.d the moat 
Uportant Qo"""" •""''hip co.,..,.OI (Hao1'U'&•A•- L1ni• ................ Ll<>Jd}; 

2. The ..um 11ould advise tbeir corretpondent. in Liebon or !Aadrid, com.namioating · 
the name-lists of those holders of oveTsea.s i1!ll'lligratlon vieae. Theee lists 11ould 
be aub!llitted by the Portugueoe and Spanish eteafllehip compe.niee to the Police in 
Utibon end Uarlrirl, with requeste tor Spanieh and Portuguen trend t vi••• The• 
apPlicatione for tl't\Jlsit visas had to be backed by the Friyate Je111sh orge.nisat1on•t 
1Uch ae the HICE'.! end or the JDC, which 11ould give the guarantee to the Port»gUe .. 
authorities that etea~!hip reservations would be made and tbllt none of uw1e eaigronttl 
would reitain in the cr.untry owitig to the lack of traneportation tundB• 

3. The e111grante would be ueembled in groups ot two to three hundl'ed each, 
and wo'..lld be aent trOll Ge1'119ll7 through rrsnce 1n sealed care to the syanieh border 

(Irun) • 
4. In othE>r cseee, eevert'll groups. of Jewish retugeee reeiding in flldtzerlendit 

wel'• sent dth the pel'llieeion of: the Qel'll&Il end rrench authbdtiee through unocoilpied 
France in sealed wegons 1md sometireo 1n busee which bad no right to stop unt.il 
th•7 reaohecl the srenisb border. Tbete groups were directed to· Bercel<m*,• 

5. In the aa• ny, two cOlll}l8Ct groups of Jewish retugeH trom LUXembll.'g were 
eent through occupied France to the Spenish border at ll'llD• One group counted 

250 people end the ot.heT /IYJ peopl•• ··· 
6. Dminl tho s~11e period; Jfl'lfiehref\lieel 11ere al].olled to u1e the direct 

ah' line h'O!I stuttgnrt going through unoccupied Frence to 1"11.drid and Li•ban· 

7. Two other group11 ot Jewish refUgeee "ere rep11trinted dttectJ.y trom ParilJ ~e Spenieh group· e>f JOO left l't1ris 1n August 1943 t end ur,on reaching the S}le.nieb 
border 11t Hcnd11ye, thew people were. aerigned to reeidenceo ,in )eYt;!J:'ftl loCt!liiieB 
in Spain• The 150 Portugueee cit1sen11 left Pnrie in October 194) and were nseignod · 

!or re1idence at Curi11 end Cni~bra. 
8. A( cording to tho l..fltrest 1nfol'!ll9t1on, '65 Jew• tro111 &alonild who were 1ent 

tr011 GrHM to the 03111ro of Bel•en Bergen near HftnOV•r on JUlJ 29, 194), ree.obed Spain 

\ 

; 
'l 



\~. 

via Perpipn and Port-Bou an Janua17 2, 1944. 

Then P8mpl.ea, (without epealdng of the P'OUP of diplooata bl'ougbt. troa 
Baden-Baden and Godel!berB tbrou&h Paru and Irun to Lisbon to ship on the 
8/8 "Gripiiholm" Aleo 1n aa.1ed care), aeen to indicate thet there is a ri0aidblliV 
or getting in eo::ie ilvtencee, rendedon fro~ the Ger;l),8n e.uthol'itiea to allow the 

. passage in tran111 t tbroush French teni tory of groupc of rei'ugeiJ11 to neutral ~ 
em PorWgal. . 

;1, 

An effort in thi r ·lil'ectfon, l!llde b7 the Wflr Refugee Bo<Jrd, ie h1iblY 
deeirable, and if there be to'!!e obatllolee difficult to overco-e 11hen adult rei\lgeae 
are conoern~d, it =et bn poeeible to aecure rnch permission for the eTftCUll.tion or 
cl'.Udren, for woo, 1,.,:!Jgretion vine in OT8rsea11 countries, nre available in lnrt;e 
mmbere. lD cnt:c euch A f'JJ':!liaeion can be obtained b7 the .£wise authoritiH, tb~r• 
will certainly be no difficulties to get Srani11h and Portugueee trentiit villftlle 

ID/HK 
4/12/44 



Dear ~r. S?iegler1 

Thank 1ou for your letter of April 19, 19441 nddressed 
to •r. S•it~ and it11 enolOli\ll'e, 

Pleau aleo expresa to Mr, Aooteq and Mi'· D1Jour my 
appreoiatloa for their very holpf'ul m-.orandum covering the 
tranaportation of refU&ees in "sealed tralna.• 

" Louie I. Spiegler, Esquire, 
1'317 •f'! Street, K. w., · 
Washington 41 D. c. 

k...s .ae. 
RL8aith1L8Le111er1als 4/24/1.4 

Very tt~ youro, 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive D~otor 

,, 

1
,.:-.'. 

t ., 

". 
i ~ 
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Now Yodr. N. Y. 

April 1~1 1944 

Mr. Robert L. Smith 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Smith: 

Attached hereto you will find niemorandUm 
prepared by Mr. !lja Dijour; Executive Secretary ot 
Hicem, 9overing the transportation of refugees in 
"sealed trains" which I trust is what you want and will 
be helpful. 

. LES:nbk 
encl. 

, 

SinceralY yours, 

/ 



1
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;liff MEMORANDUM 

To' 1 Mr. I. L. Asotsk;y (for the War Refugee Board) 

From: llja Dijour, Executive Secretary of moF.ll 

• 

During the period between April and October 1941, Jewish refugees ·in 
possession of United States or other overseas immigration visas were still alla!Ved 
to leave Oer.nan,y, in order to embark in PortugUBse or Spanish harbors. The 
procedure was the following. 

1. After receiving their 1.mmigration visas, the emignnts and refugees would 
register with the MER (Mittel-Europaeisches Raisebureau). which represented the most · 
iaportant Ge1'118D steamship companies (Hamburg-Amerika Linie and Norddeutscher Lloyd) 

2. The XKR would advise their correspondents in Lisbon· or.lladrid, communicating .. 
the name-lists of those holders of overseas immigration visas. These lists would 
be submitted by the Portuguese and Spanish steamship companies to the Police in 
Lisbon and ltadrid, with requests for Spanish and Portuguese transit visas, These 
applications for transit Visas had to be backed by the private Jewish organizations, 
such as thitJWJEM and or the JDC, which would give the guarantee to the Portuguese 
authoritiesjiiteall!Bhip reservations would be made and thatM)ne of these emigrants 
would remain in the country owing to lack of transportation.fundS. 

s. The eoigt-ants would be assembled in groups of two to three hundred each, 
"'-. and would be sent from Germany through France in sealed cars to the Spanish border 

'-... (Irun). · . . 

4. In other cases, several groups of Jewish refugees residing in Switzerland, 

\
were sent with the permission of the German and French authorities throughunoccupied 
Frc.nce in sealed wagons and sometimes in buses which had no right to atop until 
they reached the Spanish border. Tlieae groups were directed to Barc~ona. · ·' 

;, s. In the same way, .two compact groups of Jewish refugees from Luxemburg were 
sent throlJBh occupied France to the Spanish border at Irun, One group counted 
250 people and the other 400 people. 

6. During the same period, Jewish refugees were allowed to uae the direct 
air line from Stuttgart going through un~ccupied Frano,e to Madrid and Lisbon.: 

7. Two other groups of Jewish refugees were repatriated directly from ParisJ 
the Spanish group of WO left Ptll'is in August l94S, and upon reaching_ th(3 SpaniSh. 
border at ll!indaye, these people were assigned tip r~lllidenoes in several localities 
in Spain •. Tho 150Portuguese citizens left Paris in October 1943 and were assigned 
for residence at Curia and Coimbra. 

8. According to the latest information, 365 Jews from Saloniki who were sent 
from Greece to the camp of Baleen Bereen near Hanover on July 29, 1943, reached Spain .... f .... < ••• , 



-· • -2-

via Perpignan and Port-Bou on January 2, 1944. 

These examples, (without speaking of the group of diplomats brought from 
'\ Baden-Baden and Godesberg through Paris and !run to Lisbon to ship on the 

s/s nGripsholm" also in sealed cars), seem to indicate that there is a possibility 
of getting in some instances, permission from the German authorities to allow the 
passage in transit through Franch territory of groups of refugees to neutral Spain 
and Portugal. 

An effort in this direction, made by the War Refugee Board, is big~ 
desirable, and if there be some obstacles difficult to overcome when adult refugees 
are concerned, it must be possible to secure such permission for the evacuation of 
children, for whom i.Jamigration visas in overseas countries, are available in large 
nunbers. In case such a permission can be obtained by the Swiss authorities, there 
will certainly be no difficulties to get Spanish and Portuguese transit visas. 

ID/HK 
4/12/1944 



<",la· l'epq pl•u• 
nter to1 l50I 

APR 18 1944 

l>ear Kr. Bple«lera 

!'hUk JOU for ,our letter of April ll • 
1944, l\UOUBB troa a report; eubmUted \o 7ou b7 
Kr. Spaaiea of 70ur hropean ottlo•. 

Tour GOOpera\lon ln aaktng this lllto:r... 
a\lon aTallable la •P:PS'•Ola\ecl. 

f!U~nd) J. 1f. Pehl.I' 

J. 'I. Pahle 
~ffUUYe Dlno\OI' 

-~ ft4nutch11oal8«1' +.17...U ~ 

" ' ._ ~ 
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llowYort.Jf. Y. 

April 11, 1944 

lir. J. ·.:. Pehle 
.>cting Executive Director 
•;far Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear 1:r. Pehle: 

For the iyf or rrli tion of the ,War Refugee Board 
I quote from a report which Hias has received from 
Mr. Spanien Of our European office VlhO recently had 
occasion to visit Barcelona and Madrid: 

./ 
"Clandestine .Arrivals - The .rate at present 

is - 200 Poles a month cross the border; 60 
Frenchmen at most among whom.a few Jews and 2q 
to 30 Jews of various nationalities. The cross
ing seems very hard for the young.. The sum de
reanded for each crossing is .·3, 500 to 5, 000 pesetas 
for children and s,ooo to 12,000 pesetas for 
adults. The differei:~e in prices varies ~_p0cg:i;d
ing to t re distances, whether the person sta~Ss 
from Toulouse or ·Paris." 

J.E3:vrp 

·.~ 

// 
Very J?f.uly yours, 

' 

p 
c 

\ .. 

\ 



APR 111944 

I 
Kr, s. hrUand Jucobaon l• plo.nDing to visit Europe as 

11 repre~ntat1n of the llebre~_@l.le.~~-l'!ng " Iul&r~~ AilJJJoci,~ty 
and the fti'j8..ICA r..igratlOn Assoo!ation;wlt.li'"tlle appronl ot the 
\far Retucee Dovel. J:t is conteraplt.ted that in the oour&e ot the 
jll'Oposed trip, !fr, .Jacobson will contact repref!entatlna or the 
Board in the countriei v1s1ted in order to •itabl!eh the closeat 
~olittiba 000119rat1on between the Board und the·orpni&at1ona h• 
re1)1'Htn\s, The Board 18 duirouo of taking advo.ntage of t.h• 
vervioee ot My private agency which can Le of auahtanoe in. its 
'.'Qrk of brineing relief to a.nd fauilit.&t~ th111 eva.cwlt.ton l;'f 
nt'llgees in Europe. 

It i~ felt that the e!fort.2 o! Mr. Jaoob~ou could .be 
euployed to advant114e in th" :&utual effurtu ·.of our two (;Uve~·rmente 
in this work of aercy, and the Boan\ would b&deeply gratefUl tor 
youi• aedetanoe in expediting biei application !or a Vi6')- to your 
countZ)f. 

. - ./ -

Dr, Joa.o mt-oulo 4• Biancbi, 

Ve17 truly 7oure, 

J. 11. Pehle 
Execut1\'9 Direotor 

£nvo7 lxtraordinarr and Yinist,r 
PJ.enipotentiuy ot Ponupl•-

1Uh1D.gton1 D. C. 

RLSllJ.th '/.t; .-f. 
LBi..111r1ala l,/lO/~ ~ 

I 
, L 

li<: 

\ 
\ 



April 10• 1944 

In the ton weeks since tho President created the 

Jlar Hetugee Board I have co!ne in contact with repre1umtath'es 

ot the Hebrew Sheltering and Irmu.erant Aid Society, and 

throu.3h then I have learned ot tho great and 1nsp1l'ing work 

your organization has beon dol.ng tor six decades. 

I send you my h~rtiest good wishes. 

Jle or the War !letuaee Board and you of HL4:S are 

\ngaged in a comon task. ire approach the ~ertaklng with 

hope and detormlnatlon. Until the amho ot It1tler and hh 

satellites aro crushed and tho last vestig& of their crilll.inal 

power is extormill!lted, we wU-1 work hllnd-in•hand with you 1n 

tho effort tQ onvo the 1cr.s in ?!azi-domiootea Europe~ · 

I 
i:r. Abraham nerman, Preo14ent, 

-. ,_ . . 

Very ii1ncerel.7.yours, 

(11cno4) '·'· M19 
1. \10 Pehle 

Executive Dlreotor 

·~ 6beltfjr1DB & JllRinrent Aid P..oolety1 
425 Inta:vetto ;Jtreet, 
He'R York, ?le'rf York •. 

~el~oin/og 4/10/1+4 cJ.'M..W· 



CONTROL COl'Y J~Wt-.~ ·•·~·· 
N(~,.~J······· ... 

TELEGRAM SENT 

GEM 
This telegran must be 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Governmental 
agency. (BR) 

AME?dBASSY v 

ANKARA 

-~Pril 4 1 1944 

Board considers it important tha't Dav).d J. 

Schweitzer{ American citizen, presently in Palestine 

as a representative of Hebrevf Immigrant Aid Society 

p~oceed to Ankara. 

,, Any assistance which you cO.n give in facilitating 

the issuance of his Turkish"yisa-;' which has been delayed, 

will be appreciated. 

Wf!B:GLW:OMH HE 

HULL 
(GL\'i) 



MAX G01T5CHA1.K 
Pt11Un1 

. JOHN L Ba!N~ 
Cl.Unu•~ E.uath1 C:.•-11111 

ABRAHAM HEllJlAN 
Heuray Surd.117 • 

WUISOUNGRE 
Ttts.1.-rn 

M.1Jl!.lll: 

ISAAC L ASOFSKY 
SOWMON DINGOL 
SAMUEL A. nLSEY. 

E.uann'Z DrucroJ.S: 

. 1--;;-IJ·,f . .:, _; 
/ . . ' 2i ',? 1--. 

HIAS-IGA EMIGRATION ASSUGIATION, INC; (HICEM) 
- . - - . - --- . 

386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16/ N; Y. 

I CABLll J.ooJ.ESS: 
HICUl-NEW You: 

Tn£i'HO><I!: 
MUllAY HnL }-2845 

.-

. . . 
. . ·Europe.in HcadqUanm: 

, '"HICRM" . 
Rna Rodrigo Da Fonseca 49 

LISBON, PORTUGAL 

JAMES BERNSTEIN, wl.. . 
EDOUARD·OUNGRE, &IUl•Nru 

Enamtz 5-'CUT.UY: 
ILJA DIJOIIll 

A#JW1..I C••-1lu11 ~ 
C«u111Un11: 

CANADA 
CUBA 
/MWCA 
MEXICO 
PANAMA 
ARGENTINA 
BRAZIL 
BOUY/A 
CHILE 
COW.'o!B/tf 
ECUADOR 
PARAGUAY 
l'ERU 
URUGUAY 
YENEZUl!Lf 

•AUSTRIA 
•BELGIUM 
•BIJLCARIA 
•aECJIOSLOY AK/A 
•DANZIG 
•DENMARK 

fiHGl.AHD 
•£rrONIA 
°FINLAHD 
•FRANCE 
•GERMANY 
•GREECB 
0 1/0U.fHD 
'l/UNGAll.Y 
'/TAl.Y 
•JA'VIA 
•UTl/UAHIA 
•wxe."lBOURG 
0 1'01.AHD 
l'ORTUClfL 

'11.UMA/llA 
Sl'Alll 
Sll'EDEll 
SWITZERJJfND 
TURKEY 

'l'UCOSUYIA 

•CllJNA 
/NOIA 
Ill.All 

0 /,Jl'All 
'MANC//URIA 
l'AUJTIHB 

•P//11./l'P/lle ISLAllDS 

A/A;/ERS 
EGYFT 
l:EHYA 
MOROCCO 
PORTUGUEJ/! /!AST APR/CA 
TAI/GIER 
UH/OH OP !OU111 APR/CA 

AUSTRA/JA 
HBrl' ZP.ALAllD 

~AllLY Ctouo 

llfal'ch_so, 1944 

llr. John w. Pehle 
Room 228 Treasucy Building 
Washington, D. C. ·· 

Deal' Ml'. Pehlei 
/ 

v' The Belgian Refugee Co111J11ittee toolc care • 
of 1000 German chi1.dl'en. One of these, children, after having 
sojouroed in France since 1940 anived iii this country·a few 
weeks ago. 

/She has inte;:esting informa~!Pa'to give 
concerning the situation in Fl'a'fice and .the Pyre~es. She.does 
not want to give this information, but I am quite sure that 
if she would be invited to do so, she would answer 8lliY questions 
that would be of interest. She is veey reliable and I am quite 
sure that she would only give information that would be correct. 

llG/BB 

Her name· isl 
./ . 

IngeBerU,n> · 0:,
o/ o lft's. (il tschUl -l 
na w~ 178,st. / 
New Yo\'k City ./ 

../ 
Max Gottschalk i 

I 



·---

DeaJ' ll.r. Spiegler1 

Thank you tor your kind invitation to the spring 
luncheon ~ the woraen•e Divieion of the Hebrew Shelter
ing end Imigrant Aid Society• I wish that I nright 
accept it. nut the Pl'GSS\IJ'e or the worl£ I &Ill doing ia 
auob that I cannot comit J!!YBelt to leave \Taehington 
tor even a ehorl trip in ua,y. 

I should .J!ke to auggut ae a possible eubatitute 
l!ias Anne Laughlin• one ~ my special ueietanta• who 
could very capably present the work ot the Wai- Refugee 
Board to the WOJDeZi of BIAS. 

· Sincerely ;roun, 

(Signed), John W. Pehle 

John w. Pehlei 
EQcut:lve Director 

lflo• Louis E• Spiegler,. COuitael 
F.ebi'ft Sheltering and Imigrant 

Aid Sootety 
1317 F Street, Jrorthmrt . 
il'nahington 4, n. o. 

' I I 

tK 

' 

l I 

I ' ' .. 

,. l ., 
\ .. 

l. 
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HfBRflll SHHTfRlflG ROD ·lffiffilGRROT RID 
(BIAS) . · To: Files .• 
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1317 F Sttee~ II. W. 

Wmh!ngto?>. D. C. ·~ -

Maren 28, ~ lf#a1al. · .· ... ·. · · 
llAtional 6120 ?:!r, John W. Pehle 

1if1SHINGTON 4, i.J '"'·Executive Director 
War Ref\lgee Board 
Wasliirigton, D. C. 

Counsel 

AuA!IAHRocncou 
A.a&tanl Cou-.1 

NATIONAL 
omCE · 

425 l.afaJllle Sl1Mt 
New Yoslr. H. Y. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

On behalf of the Women's Division of th_e Hebrew Sheltering 
and Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), I hereby cor..dially in
vite you to be its guest at its Annual Spring Luncheon to 
be held in New York City on May 7, 1944. 

As you know, the Hebrew Sheltering and Iminigrant Aid 
Socie-tor is a philanthropic organization in existence 
over half a century, extending its services gratis to 
those in need on visa, immigration, mturalization,. and 
kindred natters. The Women's Division is a group of · 
volunteer women workers \I.ho implem:rnt and rupplement 
the \\Ork of the organization. I am sure that .2- message 
from you will be entlrusiastically received and wl 11 hearten 
and encourage those interested in this hwnanitarian · 
effort. · 

In your capacity as Executive Directc>r of the Viar Refugee 
Boo.rd, we kna11 .that you will from tine to time coma in 
contact with our organization. here and abroad. 

I am hopef\11 th~ you will be able to honor the Women's 
Division of HIA9 with your presence at its Annual Spring 
Luncheon. 

_Assuring you of _our -deep appreciation for your thC>U:e):lt"rlil 
consideration of this invitation, 

Z:i •g,:·;o~ 
LOUIS E. SP;,Jr,7~ --_l 

Counsel I( 

- __ J~'" 
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Mr. John w. Pehle 
Execut1 ve Director 
war RefUgee noard 
Washington, D. o, 

Dear Hr. Pehle: 

(HIAS) 

}larch 28, 1944 

On behalf of the Women's Division ot the Hebrew Sheltering 
and Immigrant Aid society (HIAS), I hereby cordially. iri• ··· 
vite you to be its guest at its Annual Spring Luncheon to· 
be held in new York Oity on May 7, 1944. 

As you know, the IIebr·ew Sheltering and Imniigrant Aid 
society is a philanthropic organization in existence 
over halt a century, extending its services gratis tp 
those in need on visa, immigration, mturalization, and 
kindred ua tters. The Women •e DivieiOn 1e a group ot 
volunteer womm workers vtio implenBnt and aipplement 
the \•.ork ot the organization. I am sure that a message 
from you will be enthdsri.stically received and will hea.l'ten 
and encourage those interested in this humanitarian 
effort, 

In your capacity as Exeautive Director or the War Retugee 
Bcnrd, we lmoN that you will from tiim to time come in 
contact with our organization here 8Ild abroad. 

I em hopei\11 that you will be able to honor the Women •s 
Div 1o1on of HIAS with . your presence at it e Annual Spring 
Luncheon. 

Asnurlng you·or our deep eppreoiation ror your tliou~ttUl 
conalderation or thle invitation, 

cc: Mr. Weinstein 

Respecttully yours, 

A ·f.~~ 
r L~. ~~x&.Ea 

Oounsel K 
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!.'.r. ;Cti=::-crt ~.ns t,,;:en u:' rlth lor, llP-rren the epplication of. 
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~enn:<!n 
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-HEBREW SHELT1 -'ING and /l!ihuA~ .fJ 1' ">": Fi/e3 ,,.,, ... • .. - - . 

<".'J:J_ -IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETY ______ ~~~~ 
425 LAFAYETTE ST., NBWu:'60RK 

Telephone ALgonquin 4-29oo : 

ornci:B:s 
PrerldcJ 

Ahfah= lhmwm 

Vb-P1u3d1AU 
JocobMasMI 
A!bert l!ose:.hlaU 
S<moalJl.'reboy 
-Dmqcl 
S<moall'.al..q 
Fredtllc R. M<mll 
Amal-= KmJcv. 
lalhu Sba!u 
IJaJtT L wow 

Tlt<Uwer 
IJaJtT F"uchol 

A.uod::r'...e Tteanuu 
lla~Scboc!lld 

BM'J«aTJ' Seaeto:Jy 
Sa::tal GoldslolD 

Euculh-e l>ltt<t« 
1-c:Libofsq 

• 
llOAllD Ol' DIR£Cf011S 

~~ 
AarOCI S.,,Ja=ID 
?dwardU.Btaloa 
l>r. J=tt l!omJfelD 
Jo?::.L-.:r.,, 
JlabMJl.D.Bwad: 
KarriDCcmler 
Elm JI. Col>c 
SolocoD J>"'9ol 
8-J' l'llchol 
Boo. 1-.Jo ,. ClclddolD 
Sa::tul Goldmm 
Munar L Gwfeha 
~ Cl1ul<ID 
Adolpb Hold 
Al>rahcm llet-...:m 
8-J' o. !Lt,...,,. 
Alo=>dtt Kolm 
IC11.1-~ 
l>r. Dlhu r.ou 
llmrr l<r--'I 
1-pb Pulnn:ocbor 
A. L uaiu..-

- 1;,.,oi; Ucool 
l><nld PlA4l -
A11>tr1-.i.1c11 
l-s>bk~q 
lfctl-.mi kt.o...Ltld 
&a. Adolpb 1kma 
&mutl A. rei..r 
Ha11yW
lnl<rm!D 1. Wtlabot9 
l>t. llotold J(, Wo!Abot9 
J.!oub WomW.9 
S, J, Wti1:ut•!n 

womwav11111>a 
Uta. A .. Jtt1n;.an 

J.!111 [lliabtth l.411tt 

llku Council of 01qanlwtl>n.1 
A; Iowa 
l.ouLt Oal/acl< 
!amq 01unbt1q 
Mu,, ftoM Tobachnk;k 
J\J>1aham II. Yltll< 
l.ouLt Zol• 

wc:ii:a§n#•C®ncll 
Ut•. u •• ..,,., '· l.oflotl 

J.W.Pehle, Esquire 
Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Oven.a. Central offu:e. liIAs.1cA EMIGRATION Ass'N (HICBM), 
LUbon, Portugal 

March 19, 1944 ·-

Please accept my very best thanks ·for your most 

helpful letter of Mar~h 14th, advising me thatmy

mission abroad on behalf of HIAS and HIQEM has- the· 

approval of the War Refugee Board. I shall not fail, 

in conformity wi.th your request, ,to place myself in 

contact with your representatives in the countries I 

plan to visit in order to establi'sh the closest possible 

cooperation in the accomplishment of our tasks. 

I hope I shall have the pleasure of another talk 

with you _in Washington early thiS week~ 

With renewed ~}lahks, I am 

Very respectfully yours, 

SBJ:JA 



---
MAR 141944 

Dear Mr, Jacobsoa1 

Your contezplated trip abroad a& a represen~tlve of 
~ 

HUS l\nd HIC!U baa the a:;:iproTal ot this Board. You IU'B requested 

to uke 1ourselt knon and gin all cooperation to ~he B~ard•J 

repnsantatlvea in the countries that you vi&it1 and the Board.•• 

representatives abroad are, by these presents• requested to extend 

to you a11 appropriate as11etance. 

Very truly yours; 

J. W, Pehle 
Acting Exec:utiYe Director 

./ 
Kr, S. Bertrand Jacobson 

v Hebre. Sheltering and Iwgr.nt 
Aid Voci.et, 

425-Lar~e\te Street 
new Jorie, 8, Y. 



~-

MAR 14 1944 

tow •lOA\•avl&ted ti'.1,) ~broad a• 11. reJ,4'1Un\4\.1vt o! 

uw '-*' f!lCllll baa tb• awl'Oftl "' tbie Board. !ou ue .-..,iut11t. .. ~ \ . . 

t.o llllk• 7ourult itlWlfD and giva t.U ooo}ei'BtiOU t.u ~· lio~'• 

l'llpritO•ata\1TVO lA U:e cowi.h•iff \h11t JOU vi~i\1 Mil the Utoud18 

n.,naont..&Uve11 abrond an, b7 \.be11e preuntot Hfi\.-.okd t.o ell.t•t.d 

\.o 7ov. .. u ~Nf.'l'i.ote u1J.t>tt111c•• 

~) 9. ~ t?fal4_ 

J • ·p. F~hlo 
Act1n& fot.-eut1ye W..-fftoi- \ 

ltt'o S. Ber\t'it?'.J JW,obaoit 
lhibJ'U Shelt•~in& •*1 Iul.gl'ant. 

Aid Cooio\.y · 
UJ L<..t~y.t.t• 8treet 
IJH l•>rk1 li. 11 



"rw~ s-. +~~~~~- _:---~y=~~-~--
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1317 F Street. !I. W. 

Wmhlnqton. D. C. 

NAl!o!>al 6120 

HATIO!IAL 

OFFICE 

m Lafafitta lllrMt 
!lew Yodr. ff. Y. 

~,. 

' WASHINGTON OF_FICE ~. ~ 

Hf BR Elli SHH TERIOO. ff no 1mm1GRH OT HID : so Cl ETY. 
(BIAS)_· 

i:'.aroh 6, 1944 

Jear :~. 5ta~art: 

fa. 3. · ~c:-t.-!lnd Jaoobson is goi:-1c ii.bread on beh~lf 
~f o.;;- ~,;£'1'iization. ifo doubt w!len_J.e_reaches-his 
iestin" ti on, t.u 1· il_l c oop.;::-ate fully .-d tn .the ·re pre
s~nt!\ ti ves :f ~l'ie r1ar P.efu;ae ..:!oa;r:l, 

~: • ._;:t~o~sor. L.:i.s ~ilaie -an u:,plic.o.ticn ~:i:h the 
;:,: '.-e;·::~Uo.n4l '.!c.:~nunic11tions Di v::lic:n ,,f the State 
..id.:...:!.t.:-'::·.-::; .~!~ .:·or ~ ~>riori ty on t~.e _0lipi:J~,.,:-, -! ;-,_o .1f-;1Jir.3s 
t·: ~e~~6 :>c.::at! ae 1~1.rin: t~-,,e mc11t11 c:f i~.r-cn. 

~~- • .r'c!~l~ c:f ~:~·~ .-.-~r R,3f:;_~os .Jo~J ~;,·!.i.s_ ::.i'-l.:;-,;0cte-.i that 
yc:i. r-o:.o.1:.!. cx;Qlite ~~-.is ::2 .. io·r1ty.·· Ill these cir·own
st"rces, I ;;oli::it your coo;erationfo this end. 

.;..:ia.1ri ~,.8 yoll of o;u- ieep ap_preci ati on for '.:hatever 
JO>,,j, ca.~ ..le in th.is r.1a.~ter,-

Z
'OU!'S ., . 

/~. ~ ··y···. - - ., . '. 
' -• 1.i;,;L" . . . · __ -

07w1s l 

J 
t 
' 

~--

---~-c' ' -i 



1317 F Slreet. N. W. 

Washln<p.<m. D. C. 

11Atlonal8120 

NATIOllAL 

omci: 
425 Lafaratle Street 

H ... York. N. Y. 

....... 

HEBREW 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

SHELTEBlnG nnu·· 1mm1GBRnT RID' SOCIETY 
·- -- _,-~----~~ ~-- c- _,.___ -·-····---·---- - -- .. - -_ . . ·. 

(BIAS) 

J.'.rs. :norence H<11el 
;:ar fulf\lgee 3oard 
Treasury .Jepartment 
7;ashin3ton, :J, C. 

Dear 1irs. Ho:le 11 ., 

,...;,_~,r.;":".'--r--.,--•-. 

!Jarch 2, ·19 44 

Our ilr. i>ernetein in Lisbon has cabled our llew York;· 
office as follows: 

.I 
ISRAV ZlJRICil CABLES THAT AJ.IBRICAlI ELlllASSY ' 
S>iITZERLUD lf;.>L;,.-OFGI.ED ABOUT CREATION WAR 
BEFUGRE 30ARD S'I()P ZU:?IOH C01'1UTTEE ACCOUNT 
PROXIMITY FRAllC~ CAN REliDKR VALUABLE 
SiSRVICE 

tie thought it our J.uty to call this cable ';;o your 
attention. · .. ·e hardly believe it possible that 
the k.1erican C::T:bassy in Sid tzerlan:l would be unin
forc.ad." 



MAR 2 1944 
tf,-

Dear Mr. Heraan; 

Please accept 11/iT •ara greet!Dgs on the occasion of the 
Hebrew Sheltering and lll!ligrant Aid Sooiet7'11annual119eting. 
Your great work in bring1J1g aid and 00111'-ort to the viotiaa f1f 
Hitler's cruel peraecrution need11 no praise fro• ae. A record of' 
accoaplishllent speaks tor itself. 

The War Refugee Board deeply appreoiat•s HIJSi«•holeheartecl it he.a 
cooperation in the task whicQ/~ . · undertaken. 
ttl:p<IMUJlliQlcd'v~f:ilift~:bt<-. . . 
~er·1•at~tiw~~·•·•*'&lfta•rx:i'lar 

Sincerely 7ours• 

J. 1. Peble 
ActlDg txeoutive Director 

. , "f·········· 

~···· 



n .... accept liq' wara 8"•t1np on. 'tlw ooo .. lon 
ot tho Hebrew Sheltering ttnd IBiP'AJlt .Al4 Soolev•• 
UUNal .. et.tq, IOIU' great. work in br1nalq ald and 
coaton t.o tu Tiotlu ot Hitler•• oru•l pe:raeouUon need• 
no prahe !..- •· .l :record of aoooaplt1blllnt. •PMka tor 
iuelt. 

The 'lfar ft.tupo Board deepl,y appreolllte• H:US• 
wbole!lea:rW oooperat.lora iD th• task which 1t bu under-takn. · . 

(ll .... )1.l.Pllla19 

J, J, Pehle 
Aot.tnc Exel:!Ut.1ve D1reot.or 

Hr. Abrahaa Rerun, Prealdetit 
Hebrew BMlWrinc and x.dli'ut. 

ild Socilet.y . 
425 wt.,nte Street. 
Jew ron, 1. 1. 

LBL1VlhJ11P1lbh 3/2/J,4 

\ 
·~ i 
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' J DIGEST OF RIAS' REPLY TO CIRCUIJ;R LEl'TER 
OF FEBRUARY 8 I 1944 

RIAS' response is divided iµto two parts: (1) An outline c;,r_. 
a program an<l (2) a description of the RIAS facilities which are at 
the disposal of the Board. · 

The program is outlined in the broadest of term?· but st:i:'esses 
three major points: '-~ • -

(1) The contiguous neutrals must. be persuaded to leave their 
frontiers open to refugees. 

(2) Temporary havens and maintenance and support must be 
supplied refugees in such places as Spain, Portugal, and north 
Africa, and arrangeme;nts must be made for the emie.ratio·n of large 
nunbers of such refugees fron such temporary have.ns to Palestine; 
North and South Anerica, and other places of immigration, . 
Asaurance that this point can be activated !fill aid in accomplish-
ing point (1) above, : 

(3) The fact that contiguous neutral frontiers are·open must 
be widely publicized in the occupied areas by_ shortwave and other
wise. These broadcasts should stress the fact that the United 
States has set up a special Board "'to ta.lee.action for the 
itmediate rescoo from the Uazis of as many as possible of the 
persecuted ninorities of Europe--racial, religous, or political-
of civilian victims of enemy savagery.•, and that every act of 
aid and comfort to a fleeing refugee is an act of humanity and 
an expression of sympathy for the cayae of the United Nations". 

The facilities which HIAS offerll consist of personnel trained 
in emigration and il!.'.l.ligration problel!is located throuehout the wo1•ld, 
Some of tho HIAS representatives abroad are Americnn citizena. HI/tS 
also has several 1•epresentatives now in £iie United Stntes -who are 
avail.I.Ible ;for service. abroad, · · · 



HIGES"T ~F llH.S 1 REPLY TC• CIRCULAR LEl'TEB 
OF FEDRUARJ S, l.944 

HlAS' raspollff is divided 'Into two parts& (l) An wtlini:< ot 
a ~l'OgrA!I <Ul'-' (2) a description of t.he_HIAB facilities which are at 
the disposal of the Board. 

The prograa ic; outlined 1D the br®4tJt. of t9rlllfi but stre&fl·H 
three !llajor po1ntG1 

(1) 'l'he contiguous nsutro.ls oust be perEUlldtld to leaye their 
frontier• open to rofug .. 8. 

(2) Temporary havens and maintenance w.ui support Rlllflt be 
supplied refugees in such placeis aa Spain, PoJ'tu&al., and !lorth 
Africa., and arrante.:;ients must be made for the emJ.gration of large 
uu:abers of such refugH<l frOll such. te.raporary havens to Palestine, 
Ko~ and South America., and other places of imiaigl'at1on, 
Aair.;rnnce tlat this point can be actl.vated rlll Edd in acco11pi1&h-
1ng point (1) above. · -· . . 

(3) The tact that contiguous neutral. frontieru are open llU8\ 
be widely publicized in the occupied area~ l11 shortwuc and other
rin. 7hese broadcalltt1 uboul.u stress the fact. that the Unitod 
Stateu has set up a sr.-ticlal Board n •to ta.Y.e c.otion for the 
iuaediat.e rescue froa the llazis or aa catty . ae · \)l)SSible of th• 
persecute<! :dnorities of Eul'OJ}G-J'Acial, rGUgous, oi· political.
of o1viliun vlc~iu of one1q eavage:cy11 and that every Mt ot 
11id ~ Coi\lfort. t.:> a fleeini; refugt;e :ia an act of hUlllanit7 rulli 
an expresulon of 81mvath7 for the cauee ot-the_Unitod Nation~~. 

Tho t'aoilities '141lch HIAS offers oonaiatof personnel trainecl 
in erli£rat1on and J.aieration problem: located throughout -the world. 
fl-on or tho lllAS repreoeut.attveir abroad lll'.e Araerlcan .c1t1.1ena. HUS 
al&o hlla llCITfl'lil. .representatives· no•· ill the. Un1ted- @tate1t ll'bo -an 
aY,dlable tor tittrlce abroad. · · · 

Ll>'LeHersagrrnlu 2/18/44 

\ 
\ 



l• NJ!lJ' plellft 
nf11• toa 17 

Dear Hr. A9ofoq1 

Thank 7ou for your leH•io d fe\l'll.•!710, 19 .. , 
and it• enolo•U?"e•, outlint111: a11gg11tlon1·eA4 lnforaatlon 
tor the aid of the War Refugett Board ln forhlatlq th 
nacue progru. 

Your oooperat1on an4 pro111pt reapoa11 to. OUI' 
teq,ue1t for .ad'fic• ..re •n•U7 appnolatl4. Ve lhall. 
glTe ••17 oareful cqa•t .. ratloa to the 1111gg11ttona ant 
btonaUoa vhla 1ft: bT• a4Tanee4. · 

, • .,. truq '°'""' · 
rs~gneat J. w. Pehls 

I. w. !>ehla 
.&ntnt 1a~u .. Diftth~ 

Mr. hue L, ~ot1q, 
ElctftUYI DiNotor, . 
Be\nw •••lt•rl• pa l•lcrant 

•14 lo•l•tt. 
421 krai1He Stnot, 
••• Ton 3, •ev T•ltr:. 

/ 
/ 

/ 

11 

/ 

// 

I 
I 
! 
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. HEBREW 8HELT1LING and ~ .. FILING AlJTsdnrrv 

IMMIGRANT AI;~OCIUY .. :E-'.?~~. 

OFFICERS 

hedd'eAt 
Abraham Hecrccm 

v..,_Pr.-,,,. 
Ja-~I 
Albonllos=hlatt 
S:icuel A- T~!!ie7 
&.Jo:,.e.a. D~qol 
Sacuel Xolu.ky 
Fre<!<rlc: IL MallD 
Abraha=. Minkus 

Julita S!>a!tr 
&ny L Woll! 

Trea.mter 
Ba:rry f""u;;;bel 

A.uodote frear.uet 
lla11>cm So:bo.eoleld 

He---rJrary Secte?3f7 
Samuel Gold.st6fn 

£uaatlro Dbecfor 
llaa<L~ 

• 
BOARD OP DlllECIOBS 

Me<ru~ 

Aaro:l Bea}Cll:ll:l 
Echrcud M- Bt-~t= 

Dr. J=tt llotr.Jam 
Jo1>a L e..mmm 
P..abbl A. D. l!mcdr 
Uan-l:I C=ln 
Elm~~ 

So?.o:.eo Di::.l}~l 

Hanr ruc1a1 
Hoo. Jc.cah J. ~ 
SGJ:.-1 Go!dml:> 
11.:urCI]' L G..mm 
l!oubn GuU!zs 
Adolph Hold 
Abraham 11tn:GD 
llo'ny G. "'1m<m 
Al-ua=.dff lahD, 

11.n.tooc~ 

Dr. Ellhu Ecta 

'""'' 1ml9 l~bh!Ymi:aclln 
A. L Hallt.,._ 
JaccbUaSffl 
!>:rtH Poal<I 
lllb<il P.ocoob!G11 
JeuphSch~q 
llothml Sc""41eld 
!ton. Adolpb Slml 
Cacut1 A. fol.My 
Jklny Vltmd:n 
1!4oJ<zml4 J. W11Abot9 
Dr. Ua10!~ M. W•tnbtt9 
Moul.I W•lobtt9 
S. J. Y/oitUttfn 

w-..t:l•Dhutoo 
Mu ... A. &tt:".Ot> 

Mw ElJfal><tb IA1Hr 

llla•Cffndl ol 0190olia1""'• 
A. 1!4100 
l.aula Gutla<k 
!a1tur1 Otff'ftbuq 
Mu. ,_..,. Tobaehnf<:k 
l\b1oham S. Wilk 
Lwl.tZlltJ 

Woeutr"o CovncU 
Un. llftinc.a J, l.ofl .. 1 

425 LAFAYETTE ST., NBW Yol~T~N· .... ;y. .... ,~'" 
Telephone ALgonquin 4-2900 .DATE.·~ · .. • .. 

< ·-· .... - .... ,. •• ~·· 

0•-eneu Central Office: lllAS.ICA EMIGRATION ASS'N (filCllM) 

Lisbon, Portugal 

February J.0 1 1944 

Hon. John W. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Boa rd 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

In accordance with your request, we take pleasure in sub
mitting, for your consideration, a number of suggestions 
which, we hope, may be helpful in the speedy implementa• 
tion of the refugee rescue program which has been.outlined 

in the President•s Executive Order of January 22nd. 1944. 

The Hebrew Sheltering and Innnigrant Aid. Society (HIAS); has 

been active in the field of immigrant and refugee aid work 

since 1884. As a result of its long experience, it baa. 

created and is maintaining an effective apparatus at home 
and abroad which has been successful in coping effec:tively 

with the various phases of the emigration problem and with 

the task of aiding the refugees since the advent of the 
Hi~ler regime. A brief description of the history and scope 

of our work will be found in subsequent paragraphs. 

Cherishing the hope that the President's great humanitarian 

vision for the fulfillment of which he_ has called into being 

the ilar Refugee Board will be transla1fod into )'.'.eality a:t the 

earliest possible moment and that the rescue program will be 

furthered in a malUler and in a measure conunensurate with the 

urgent need, we are grateful for the opportunity you afford

ed us to supmit such suggestions as may help. to 'pave. the way 

for the _development of .the initial: .stages of the rescue · 

work. 'lbe suggestions which are listed below have to do 
with those phases of the task in which our organization can 
be particularly helpful. 

WORK lll 'llIB liEU'l'RAL COUlJTRIES. The effectiveness of the 
first phases of the rescue program depends, of course, on 
the cooperation of tho neutral countries which are adjacent 
to tho Unzi dominated lands and upon the success of which, 

we hopo, will attend the efforts of the l'.'ar Refugee Board in 

securing the friendly cooperation of the respective govern

ments. J The nwnbor of v10tims of tho Hitler persecution who 

(j) are lil'cely to Dl!\ke auccessi'ul attemJ:l(B at fleeing from their , 

· persecutors and reaching the £rontiera 0:1' the neutral oountr~es ...... 
) 

i 
j . 
i 
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Hon. Jobh ~. Pehle 2 -

will, in a large measure, depend upon their knowledge that upon arrival at a neutral frontier they will not be sent back./ On the contrary, they will be received and aided. Assuming that t}l.e negotiations of our government to this effect will bring about such · effective cooperation on the part of the neutral governments, it may be expected that considBrable numbers of people will risk the dangers and make the attempt to find the much sought for refuge and asylum. 
/';;':\'In that event, the War Refugee Board will race the task of making the I\!.) necessary arrangements for the reception and care.· of t.he ar.rivi.ng refugees. In this respect, the apparatus of HIAS which has had long experience, can be of considerable value and we hereby place its services at the disposal of the War Refugee Board. · 

CONTACT WITH THE illIDERGROillID ORGANIZATIONS IN OCCUPIED LAH'DS~ . To bring about a continuous flow of refugees from the Nazi occupied lands to the adjacent neutral countries tt will be necessary, it seems to us, to make use of certain propaganda methods and establish and maintain permanent contact with the underground organizations and movements 
in the occupied areas. Special announcements via short wave may be advisable for the purpose of informing the members of the underground and the democratic elements in the respective countries that the · government of the United States has set up a special Board •to take action for the immediate rescue from the Nazis of as many as possible of the persecuted minorities of Europe - racial, religious or political -all civilian victims of enemy savagery", and that every act of aid and oomt'ort to a fleeing refugee is an act of humanity and an expression of sympathy for the cause of the United Nations. · 

However, more specific activities will have to be initiated and maintained for the attainment of the purpose. With this in view, RIAS is happy to ,Pe able to place at .. the disposal of the War Refugee Board a number of valuable contacts and the services of tried and experienced men v1ho will loyally and heroically fulfill the assignments that will be given to them. 

In addition, HIAS will be able to help in the implementation of this program with the aid of its former collaborators in France with whom we have had no contact since the total occupation of that country because of the restraints placed upon us by the provisions of the . _ Trading Ylfu the Enemy Act. To re-establish contact with.1;;hese people~ through our committees in Portugal and Switzerland, it will be necessary for us to obtain the formal permission of our Government. r;Y we, in this connection, furnish you with-additional details pertaining to a numbor of key men in the service of our organization who might be particularly helpful. I refer to Dr. Moritz Zingher, the director of tho lIIAS-ICA office in Bucarost, Rumania; to Dr. Alexander Klein, fol'l!lorly director of tho lilAS-IOA offioe in Zagreb, YUgoslavia; and 

....... 

Dr. Vittorio Valobra, former president of the HIAB-IOA committee in Genoa, Italy. 

We havo had information that Dr. Zingher has, on several oooasions, endeavored to communicate from Bucarest with our correspondent in 
Turkey with a view to obtaining permission, for tho removal of children 

I 

I 
' 

I 
i 

I 
I 
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Hon. Jobh W. Pehle - 3 -

and adult refugees from Rumania to Turkey. A.t one time, there was current a report that the Rumanian government was prepared tp allow the emigration of Jews in consideration of a ransom for each person. It uni'ortunately proved impossible to follow-up the contact and nothing became of the proposal. It may be worthwhile to make a new effort along this line. 

Dr. Klein succeeded in fleeing from the Germans, first to Italy and then to Switzerland where he is at present. Because of his extensive experience and lmowledge of this work, Dr. Y.J.ein is undoubtedly aware of the ways and means by which it may be possible to es.tablish and maihtain contact with the underground in Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Valobra fled to Switzerland after the fall of Mussolini. He should be able to be greatly helpful in bringing about the rescue of t4ose refugees who may be saved from the occupied part of Italy. · 

Similarly, if pe:nnission is granted us, contact may be established with. the HIAS-ICA office which formerly functioned in Paris and subsequently in Marseille. The lla.rseille office had enjoyed the cooperation of the Vichy authorities until the occupation of Southern France. In December, 
1942, the members of the HIAS-ICA staff in Marseille were obliged to. move to Brive-la-Gaillarde, Department of Correze. As far as we lmow, the HIAS-ICA staff, now comprised of ten members, has compiled valuable information with regard to the refugees in France. The staff is headed by LI. Vladimir Schah and M. A. Alexandre, both French citizens. 

HIAS-ICA PERSOllNEL THAT MAY BE UTILIZED. For handling other phases of the problem at home and abroad we offer the services of the personnel of RIAS and of the HIAS-ICA Emigration Association which is comprised of men wBth many years of experience in this field. 

The head of the HIAS-ICA Jimigration Association headquarters in Lisbon, Portugal, is Dr. James Bornstein, a physician and social worlcer of New York, who has spent more than a decade in the service of our organization in various co\Ultries of Europe. 

Dr. David J. Schweitzer, an experienced oocial workel';, who has been in the service of the Joint Distribution Committee for many yeat>s·~nd.has headed the .Dorsa :Settlement work in the. Do1n1nico.n Republic, ilf·now on a mission in our behalf in Palestine having accompanied the SS~ Nyassa VJhich sailed from Lisbon for Haifa in January and carried to Palestine tho first l,al'ge group (742) of_Jewish refugees who left the Continent since tho outbrealc of the war, fol' Palestine. Dr• Schweitzer is expected to leave shortly for ~rkey and Iran in the interest of our l'efugee aid program. His services may be made use of at your will. Di•. Schweitzer ia an American citizen. 

£Another American has boon recently added to tho European staff of our organization. Ho is Mr. Bertrand Jacobson, n former United States . ·. Consul and for many yeara a representative or the Joint Distribution Conunitteo nbrond. Jlr. Jacobson is now in the United States and is oxpectad to leave for Europe soon. 

' ·; 

l 
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May we respectrully suggest that the effectiveness and usefulness or .. 
these men, if and when you decide to entrust them with the task of aid
ing in the implementation of the War Refugee Board program, would be 
greatly enhanced if, within the terms of the President's Executive 
Order, they be given the status as representatives of your·Boardo · 

REMOVAL TO TEMPORARY HAVENS; THE SHIPPING PROBLEM. The movement.of 
-refugees from occupied countries to ne~tral :lands will be made that 

much easier if, as the President 1 s Executive Order envisions, imme• 
diate steps are taken for the establishment or temporary havens. in 
Spain, Portugal and Uorth Africa, and if simultaneously steps· are 
taken for the innnigration of considerable numbers to Palestine, South 
and Central American countries and, for those in whose behalf U.S. · 
innnigration visas may be obtained, to the United Btatea. 

In Spain, where the HIAS-IGA organization has representatives, the ser
vices of the personnel there is available to the War Refugee Board. 
the HIAS-IGA affiliate in Zurich, Switzerland is, we understand, charged 
by the Swiss government to supervise the refugee aid activities~ 
Switzerland being landlocked, it may prove to be impossible to remove 
any of those who now enjoy the hospitality of that country. However, 
arrangements may be made to move refugees from Switzerland to the 
Spanish border in sealed cars. 'lhe German authorities, on other 
occasions, had permitted such transfers. The refugees in Spain can 
easily be moved to North Africa and Palestine. In North Africa, where 
camps have already been established for the maintenance .of refugees, 
HIAS-ICA baa aft office:> in Casablanca .and Algiers, the services of which 
could be made available. 

j 
'Iba provisions of the British White ·p. aper with reg.a.rd .to Palestine keeps 
the doors of that country open to the immigration of over 30,000.Jews. 
OUr recent experience with the ss. Nyassa cou!d easily be duplicated 
many times. . 

The Canadian government recently consented.to admit, for the duration 

\

rof'ugee-frunily units from Portugal and Spain. The Canadian government 
can perhaps be prevailed upon to include individual refugees as well. 
Likewise, Mexico, Cuba a. nd other western coun. tries may be induce.d to . 
accept refugees for the duration. Our ovm country wi.11, undoubtedly, . 
continue to admit immigrants within the qu()ta innnigration~aws~ · 

Of course, the question of limited shipping facilities is of paramount 
importance. Hovrovor, it has boon our experience that.even during war 
time the problem can bo overcome, particularly if tho organizations en
gaged in this work Vlill have tho benefit of your Dof1rdt s good will and 
cooperation. Here, a.gain, Vlith special reference tb tho chartering of 
neutral ships, the services of,trained mon may be invoked. Our com- . 
mittees abroad have had vast experience in arranging the transportation 
.of refugees on noutra.l ships plying to Latin America and to these . 
shorea. This program of chartering neutral ships has boon carried on. 
by ua, in cooperation with tho Joint Distribution Committee since 1941. 
'lhe Hyassa trip across tho Mediterranean has been the most recent and 

('\notable example of what can bo accomplished. Nor should sight be lost 
~ Lof tho groat boon that may come to tho rescue program if tho War Roi'ugoe. 

,....,14. 
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Board will make available the space on those u.s~ government ·ships 
which return from the European zone. 

P.ESCUE OF CHILIRElI AIID AGED PERSONS. It is difficult. :for helpless 
children under 14 years and persons over 60 years to leave an occupied 
eountry. Tnere may be a possibility, on the urgent appeal of neutral 
countries, such as Switzerland, Sweden, Spain and Turkey, to have the 
German authorities consent to the-.departure from German dominated · 
countries of these two categories of' refugees. From ari economic and 
military point or view, the persons concerned can serve no· good 
purpose to the enemy. · 

Apparently there has been some discussion with regard- to moving .. ·~;large_. 
nwnber of children from France to Switzerland. In December; 1942, ~IAS 
received f'rom its office in Lisbon the following cable: · - . 

/ 

liOT FOR PUBLICATION STOP INFORMED GOOD AUTHORITY 
SWITZERLAND AUTHORIZED 1500 FRENCH JEN/ISH CHILDREN 
EUTER COUN1RY STOP WILL CABLE 'i/HEN NE\'/S CAN BE 
RELEASED STO? TOO EARLY RELEASE MAY HARM PROJECT 

........ 

'Ihe Government of Argentine has issued about a year ago, a Presidential 
decree under which that country expressed its readiness to admit 1,000 
children. Several other South American countries have expressed 
similar willingness. . ,·' 

fue action of our State Department in granting permission.to the United 
States Committee for the Care of European Children for the admission of 
51 000 chil.dren into the United States, is well.knoWri to you. The British 
government has repeatedly given expression to its readiness to admit. 
children and adul.ts into Palestine even under the provisions of the 
White Paper. The Canadian government has stated that it is prepared 
to permit the entry of at least 1 1 000 children. Unfcrtunately, none of 
these plans have materialized. All of these possibilities may again be 
revived by the action of the War Refugee Board;/' · 

RESCUE OF JEWISH CITIZENS OF NEUTRAL COUNTRIES. Information has come 
to us that there are a number of Jews of Turkish nationality in France , 
Vlho could be rescued if. tho Turkish Consul.a tea in France _wo9perate!I. in 
tho issuance of certificates as to their Turkish nationality.· A 
successful intervention with the Turkish government· would 'make it 
possible for severa1 hundred Jews to escape from Nazidom. As an 
example, in August, 1943, several groups of Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
were permitted by the Gorman authorities in France to proceed to Spain 
and Portugal instead of being deported to "unknown destinations". 

HI8'l'ORY AllD BACKGROUHD OF HIAS. May I, in oon'clusion, submit for yo"lJ.i- . 
general information, the fo1lovt1ng brief histoey of HIAS and.tho HIAS>0ICA 
Emigration Association. The purpoae of HIAS, briefly stated, is to 
prepare European emigrarie for settlement in new lands, to facilitate 
their lavtfUl ontry, aaoist and protect them onroute and to meet them 
upon their arrival in the countries of inunigration and to provide them 
with food and shelter. To carry out ita program, HIAS maintains branches 
in tho United Statoo and an agency for overseas work • 

-~· 
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The overseas agency is the HIAS-ICA &nigr.ation As:aociation, commonly· 
lmown by its abbreviated name HICEM. Its headquarters now )ire. located' 
in Lisbon, Portugal. nranch offices are maintained in the ~opean 
countries, Horth Africa, the Far East and in the Central and South 
American countries. · 

In countries overseas, HICEM maintains offices in emigration, transit 
and inunigration countries. In the eprl.gration and transit countries 
the services include - assistance to prospective emigrants in obtain• 
ing the various documents required by the consular services for .the 
issuance of immigration visas; representation before governmental. 
and consular authorities; ei'i'orts to locate on behalf of emigrants 
their relatives and friends and to obtain from the la "&tar- financial· 
aid; transportation arrangements. 

In the immigration countries, branch offices are maintained to receive 
immigrants upon arrival; to provide them with food and.shelter and to 
assist them until they get a foothold. These offices also represent 
the immigrants before governmental authorities when the occasion arises; 
and endeavor to obtain favorable interpretations of .the innnigration 
laws. -

Appreciating the cour.teay,you have extended to us and.assuring you of. 
our cooperation, 

AG 

Enc ls 
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HEBREW SHELTERING A.ND IMMIGRANT AID IETY OF ANERI~ 
I· 

BEAPQUARTmiS: 

u. s. A. 

CANADA 

...... 

OFFICES.!! NORTH AMERICA 

Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society· (RIAS) · 
425 Lai'ayette Street, New York . 

RIAS, 1317 11F11 Stree.t, N.w., Washington• D.c. 
HI.AS. 1201 Chestnut'• St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

HIAS, Eutaw and Monument St., Baltimore, !Id. 

HIAS, 10 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 

HIAS, 130 N. Wells St., Chicago, Ill. 

HIAS, 593 Market St., San Francisco, Calif •. 

BIAS, Smith Tower ~ex, Seattle, W~shington 

HIAS, Ellis Island, New York Harbor, N.Y. 

Jewish Immigrant Aid Sociecy of Canada (nA.S) 
4806 Pal'k Avenue, Montreal 

JIAS, 455 Spadina Avenue, Toronto 

JIAS• 616 Main Street, Winnipeg 
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MEXICO: 

Al'sentiner 

Brazil a 

Paraguau 

Colombia a 

Venezuela a 

Buoadora 

Peru a ·-
Surinam a 

....... 

OFFICES !!. CENTRAL AMERICA 

Oomlte Central Israelita de Mexico' 
Calle Cuba 81, altos, Mexico, D. F. 

Centro Israelita de CUba 
Calle Egido 504, Havana 

OFFICES ,!!! SOUTH AMERICA 

Sooledad de Proteoolon a los Inmigrantes Israelitas 
Calle Pueyrredon 6331 Buenos Aires 

Jewish Colonization Association 
Praoa 15 Noviembre 38A, Rio de Janeiro 

Colllite de Proteccion a los Inmigr.antes Israelitas 
Casilla 1196, Santiago de Chile 

Sociedad de Proteccion a los Inmigrantes Israelitaa 
Calle Maldonado 1130, Montevideo 

Comite Pro Inm1grao1on y Colonization (Comiool) 
386 Calle Chile, Asuncion 

Oomlte de Proteooion a los Inmigrantes Israelitas 
.lpartado aereo 3819, Bogota 

Comlte Israelita Pro-Retugiados 
Apartado 613, c,araoas 

Coll1ite de Proteooion a los Inm1grantesisrael1tas 
Casilla 837, Q.u1 to · 

Oom1te de Proteoc1.on a los Inmigrantes Israelitas 
Jiron union 808, Lima 

00111ll11ss1e·voor Oorlogsvluohtellngeil 
P.O.B• ~~ Paramaribo 
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PERsOBHEL IN THE UNITED STATES AVAILABLE FOR ABROAD 

Bertrand Jacobsons 

Abraham Rookmores 

Ilja D1Jour1 

Leon Altera 

Alexandre Shapirog 

....... 

American citizen. Form.er .American· Consul in 
France, Egypt and Norway. With the United 
Seamen's Service in London as regional director 
in England. Representative of the Joint Dis• 
tribution Committee in Balkan countries from 
1940 to 1942. · 

American citizen; attorney, in charge of the 
Philadelphia office of the HIAS. 

Polish citizen, first papers; Executive Secre
tary of the Hias-Ica since 1927. Author of 
nU111erous studies on migration problems. 

Polish citizeh. From 1921 to 19251 important of
ficial in the Repatriation and Emigration Depart
ment of the Polish Ministry of LB.bor and Social 
Security. From 1925 to 1927, Director of the 
Rias office in Warsaw; from 1927 to 1939, Di
rector of the Hiaa-Ica affiliated committee in 
Warsaw; from 1939 to 1940, served in the. Hias
Ica in France. Now in the United States, doing 
research work for the Polish Governm.ent-in-Ezile. 

Stateless. Hem.bar of staff of the Hias-Ioa in 
·Paris, ilal'seille and Lisbon. Previously with 
the Agrojoint and Joint Distribution Committee·.· 

.) 

t 
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Dr. James Bernstein1 

Dr. David J. Schweitzer1 

Raphael Spanien1 

Jacques Oettinger: 

Elie Gozlan1 

Proteaaor Amzalak1 

Belone Benatara 

Charles Paasmant 

81lva1n Guggenheimt 

Vittorio Valobrat 

Dtt. 41exandel' Klein1 

Dr. llOl'itZ Zingll•r1 ....... 

PEESONBEL ABROAD 

American citizen, Bias representative· ·in Europe 
since 1924. Co-Director ot the main office of 
the Hias-l'ca in Paris 1927-1940; in charge. ot 
our European offices since JUne, 1940• Now in 
Portugal. · 

American citizen, Honorary Consul of the Domin
ican Republ.io, Director of the Eur~pean Council 
of the J.D.C. 1920-1939; Director Generai of the 
Dominican Republic Settlement Association (DORSA) 
1941-1942. 
Representative at large of the RIAS~lCA since 
June 1943. Now in Palestine -

French citizen, war veteran. In the service ot 
the Bias-Joa in France since 1933; .'in charge of 
our office in Casablanca during the yeal' 1941; 
secretary of our Lisbon office since Pearl Ral'bor. 
Now in Spain. · 

French citizen, war veteran; presently engaged 
in military service, but allowed by his superiors 
to supervise our work. Now in Casablanca. 

French citizen, director of our committee in 
Algiers for many decades. Now in Algiers. 

VOLuNTmmS ABROAD 

~ortuguese citizen, President of the local com
mittee in Lisbon; industrialist, closely oon-. 
neoted with govermnent oiroles, especially with 
Premiel' Salazar. Now in Portugal.. 

French citizen, Avooat a la Cour. Connected with 
the Rias-Joa main oi'tioe in Paris since 1930. 
President of the local committee in Casablanca 
taking care of the Jewish rei'uge_es .. f'or the aooount 
of- the J .D. C. Now 11'.1 Oasabl~oa. · · · 

Palestinean citizen, in charge ot thec:nlonizat1on 
wo~k of the Joa in Palestine. 

President of Committee in'zurioh, Switzerland 

Italian o1t1zen. Attorney and former president 
ot the Italian Jewish Immigration Oommittee in 
Genoa. Now in Switzerland. 

Former director ot the ool!llll1ttee in Zagreb. Now 
in SW1tzerland. 

Rownan1an o1t1ze~1 attorneyJ in charge of commit• 
tee in Buoareat .s:i.noe 1939. Understand he is 
still in Buoareat'• 

' r 

;· 
f 



HEBREW SHELTERING AND JMNIGriAHT AID t- IETY OF AMERICA 

Prance: 

Belg1um1 

Hollands 

Italza 

Yugoslavia a 

R\1111an1a1 

Hungar11 

czeohoelovekiaa 

Lithuania a 

r.tviat 

~,., 8Jlangba1 I 

OFFICES Di· OCCUPIED COUNTRJ: F.S 

union General& des Israelites de France 6eme Direc.tion 
(HICEM) 
Brive {Correze) 

Affiliated Committees in Yarseille, Nice, Bordeaux; 
Lille, Le Havre, Strasbourg, Lyon, Toulouse, Perpignan, 
Limoges. 

Comite d•Aseistance aux Refugies 
25/27 Rue Roger Van der Weyden, Brussels 

EZRA 
155 Rue Longue d•Argile, Antwerp 

Com!te voor Joodsohe Vluotelingen 
366 Lijubaanegraoht~ Amsterdam. 

Delegazione per l•Aseietenza agl1 Emigrant! Ebr~1 
(DELASEM) 
Via Colombo 7/5, Genoa 

Rias Joa Enigration Aseoo1at1on (HICEM) 
Ul. Palmotioeva 16, Zagreb 

Rias Jca Emigration Aseooiation (HICEM) 
28 Strada Cauzas1, Buoareet 

Magyar Israelita Parttogo Iroda 
Bethlen Gabor Ter 2, Budapest 

Judische Kultusgemeinde 
Joeefstaedlergaeee 9, Prague 

-JEA.s _. 
Pl. Grzybowsk 101 -Wareaw 
At't111ated oommi~tees in 10 cities. 

HiaeMJoa :mutgration Assoo1at1on 
Keetuoio g•ve 63; Kaunas 

Hias~Joa Ebi.1grat1on Association 
Ke1erov1oa Blvd 181 Riga 
Aleo ottioe in L1bau 

Juutalainen Seuralamta 
Heldnld. 
J.l'u EasterQ Jewish Oentrar Intormat1on Bureau 
~.o. Box 1425, Shanghai 

--·~ 
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ACTIVE OFFICES IH EUROPE AND AFRICA 

EUROPEAN !1EAD9.UARTERS: 
PORTUGAL 

Spain: 

Prench Korooco1 

pgeria; 

Kozambique; 

South Afrioat 

Turkeu 

Slfitzerland: 

SWedens 

...... 

BIAS-IOA EMIGRATION ASSOCIATION . 
Rua Rodrigo da Fonseca 491 Lisbon, Portugal 

Dre Samuel Sequerra, Portuguese citizen'. 
Addressa Hotel Bristol, Barcelona. 

BIAS-JOA EMIGRATION ASSOCIATION 
35 Rue du Pas de Calais, Casablanca 

Oomite d•Aide Aux Refug1es 
2, Impasse Bre«1n1er, Algi~rs 

Oounoil tor Refugee Settlement 
P.O .. B. 940, Lourenco Marquee 

Oouncil tor Refugee Settlement 
102 London House, Loveday Street 
Johannesburg 

Kr. Goldin (Zahav1) . . 
Representative of' the Jewish Agency in Istambul, 
and correspondent of the Hias-Jca . 

Verband Schweiz. Juedisohe Fluechtlingshilten 
Lavaterstrasse 57, Zur1oh 2 

Kpeaiska Foersaml1ngen 
Wabrendorgatan 3 1 Stockholm 

i' } 
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Transl.at ion :from Spanish ~. W Pii \. 

DHlifilON OF Tf[E PRE3IDill'T OF 'l'BE RJ!PUBLIC AND 

THE MINISl'ffi OF AGRICUL'IURE CONCmmING THE REXiJJW l!'OR CHILrroN'S AnnSSION 

TO ARGml'INE 

l 
i. 
! 

nmmm No. 136520 l 
Document 34-343-942 i 

Buono~::::,:·::·~::::: by tho D~og•tlon ot Argantino '•D•h As~Oi•tions ! 
in order to obtain the admission to this country of children who are presently :1 
in concentration camps in Europe, whom these Associations engaged themselves to l 

=n i~:i::: ::i~:=t=~o:::::d:d on the dange~us situation of said J 
childrm, the request may be satisfied and the necessary neasures taken in view I 
of the youths' identification 

THE PRESIDPNT OF THE ARGENTINE NATION 

DECREES: 

A»t.1.- The Direction of Imnigration is authorized, on the request of the 
Delegation of Argentine .Tewish Associations, to give instructions to the Argentine· 
Consulates General nearest to the concentration camps on the European continent, I 
where children under fOurteen years of age are interned, so that they authorize 
their imnigration to Argentine, provided individual files are established, 
comprising photographs, fingerprints and documents afforded by the childrEll 
themselves. In case the latter cannot present any ilocmnents conoerning their 
identity, the Consul.ates will establish the files on the basis of the corresponding 
infomation. The number of children to be admitted under these oonditions is 
lilllited to 1,000, wlio are to imDigrate until the end of 1942 and during t\Ie 
7ear 1943. 

Art.2.- The above tunctionaries shall' not.grant visas to children who do not 
fUi"irll the health ; conditions dElllBllded by the Imnigration Law or the regulations 
effective in this respect. 

~_,- Throuth the intermedi~ of the Defensor of Minor Clii.l.dreJi~ the youths 
who arrive on the baois of this decree will be entrusted to parsons whose 
solvency is recognized, end who are proposed by the Argentin& J'ewieb Associations. 
Until this is cmploted, the children will remnin in tho Inrnigro.nts' Hotel. 

Art.4.- The expenses involved b;y the conveyance ot the ohildren to the said homes, 
as well as by their sojourn in the Hotel, will be oharged to the Argentine .Tewish 
Asoooiations, who are also obliged to support the111 until thoir oojorit;y. 

Art.5.- To b& trananitted to the Direction ot l'.DJrd8rat1on and to Wiom it may 
concern,.r\ 1 tor application. 

Bie;ned : OAB'l'ILLO 
AMADVJ Y VIV!LA 

--~j 
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TTansl.ation from French .ANNEx·m 

AGRlmlENI' Bim!EEN THE ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TO VICHI 

AND llR. EUGENE SCHAH, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE RIC.EM OFFICE. BRIVE 

CONCER!ITUG 1,000 CHILDREN FOR ARGENTINE 

1/ ~-According to the decree only.children under 14 years of 11.ge are concerned, 

2/ Origin.- Jewish children of varioils nationalities (German, Polish, etc 0 from 
countries presently occupied by the Ax:l.s) but all of them originating from 
the European continent. 
Most of these children are presently in the colonies of the 3rd Direction of 
the Union G{n{rale des Isra-il.ites de France, and thecmajority come from the 
internment camps of Gura, PJ.vesaltes, Nexon, etc, 

5/ Docll!!lents,- The U,G,I,F. will collect all the documents which the children' 
now possess; on the basis of these documents, the Consulates will be in a 
position to establish individuaJ. cards comprehending personal data, photographs 
and fingerprints, 

4/ Medical examination,- The children will be presented to physicians to be 
designated by the Consulates of the Argentine Republic. 

5/ ~rgentine immigration visas, transit visas and French exit visas.- They Will 
be affixed on the travelling doc1DDents extended by the Consulates, or on ti 

the safe-conducts issued by the French authorities, 

6/ Procedure.- The medical examination, the establishment of cards, t.he affixing ! 
of visas will be arranged by the Consulates in accordance with the instructions !: 
which will be issued to them by the Embassy of the Argentine Republic, · In . 
view or the location of the children colonies in France, where the interested i 
children reside, the Argentine Consulates which are nearest to their present 
domicile are those of Lyons, Nice, Pau, 

7/ Conveyance,- To the Spanish frontier, the children should be accompanied by 
conveyors of the "Health" Direction of the u.G.I,F. and Red...:Cross nurses, or 
by the latter only, At the frontier,they should be entrusted to the medico
sooial personnel from Lisbon or Buenos-Aires. 

6/ . Departure. - In principle 1 . the• chJ.ldren will leave . on <me slngle Port\Jguese · 
or Spanish ship, especially chartered for thii.t.purpose; They will leave France 
in groups of about 100 at a time, ii' poseible. 

9/ Place of exit from France,- Corb5re or Hendaye, In the second case, after· 
11.greement of the authorities of oooupntion, it will be necesaery to obtain a 
opecial authorization for the crossing of the demarcation line, and transit 
via oocupi9d zone. 

Made in Vichy 
June 3 1 1945 

f' : 
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FEB 9 1944 . 

Dear •· Hllnlana 

YOQI' l.etter addreaaad to .Preaident noa.. ... u 
Ooncend.Jla the n• Wv Rehpe Doud baa been reterred to · 
~ oUtoe. 

!be intereat ot )'OU1" Ol'ganbation in the Pl"eai
dent • s new program ot help to the perHouted Jllinoritiee ot 
Europe ta de8Jll7 &ppreoiated. I aaeure .J'Oll that 8'fel7tbins 
in our pc;IRI' 1l1ll he done to see that etteot1Ye act.la u .· 
tabn to can,. Oil\ the pol107 ot th1a ocmm.nt to., • .,. 
the vicu.t ot 8DlllT opp:reaeion 11ho are in imlnent danpr 
ot death. 

Your orter ot 118"1ce and help ~.the.Board 1a 
ere-ti¥ ..... ~ 

·. ' 

Ver;y truly J'tNr•; 

(S1P,"Ded) J.W. Pebla 

'· 'If· Peble Acting Blreo\1\1 .... Dtno\or 

Jrio. Abrahu& a.nm, 
.Prea1d9nt1 
Behm mi.l.'8ring and Dmlgrant 
Aid SooiAtt.T, . 

425 WQ9tte stx-e.t, 
Jlew Yark J, H. r. 

PHodelrhd 2/8/44 



Tnttt!Uer 
Hany rw:hel 

Auodo1e 11eo.n1t1 
Hathan Schoe~a!d 

Ho:.orarr ~eraJy 
Sa=.~el Go:dr...ab 

Eucutfre Di:redot 
b:JaeLhoblty 

• 
BOARD OF DllUX:tOBS 

Monbhoblty 
Aaroa B4<>lc=h> 

£4....,d w. --Dt. Jacn -.u. 
Johl1LBonutem 
P.obblA.D.Bmodt 
V~Cantn 
m<u A.<:ol>e<> 
Solo=D D!l>gol 
11any r...i..1 
Bon. Jc:=h J. ~J:o 
SaQuel Go?d.J!e~ 
Uanay L G!ttll!A 
a...u.. G<>JliD 
Adolph Hald 
Ab:aha:= Hnmcm 
Harrr G. Her= 
Jl!na::du JCa~ 
MIL Loo<> J:m:alk}' 
Dt. Elihu Eau 
Harrr 1=1 
Je:uph Pulntcac!::n 
A. L M:zU:cuoc 
Jac®Ucuol 
Denki p;,,qj 

All>nt -.,!>Jail 
Joupb &:hlou!wr9 
llall:a:I &:~.o<Al•Jd 
I~. Adolph !Um 
&::cu.ti A. 'J'.•l.Mr 
Jta-111 Wt::MAt 
-JamlA J, Vlo!.o"41g 
Dt. llcuoJd M. Vlo<:>!m9 
Uouls Vltl=W.q 
s. 1. vr.u. ... i:. 
Woautr"• Df11Jfca 

Mia. A. U..=-
Mlu ttlioboth 1.4..., 

llla•CowicU o/ 0t<J'>0/141lou 
A. l!a1°" 
louls Golla<k 
la-1n07 OrHnM'lq 
Mla.m·,coTal>c<Mlcl< 
A!ncbam 8. Yllllc 
loaf.I Z<ll• 

Woiun'•~t1ncfl 
Ml•. l!ttOl<lA J. t.11••1 

Hon. Franklin D. 
President of the 
The Wh1 ta House 
Washington, D.C. 

January 27, 1944 

Roosevelt 
United States 

Uy dear Mr. President: 

dl,·v 

The Board of Directors of the Hebrew Sheltering and 
Immigrant Aid Society wishes to express its profol.llld 
appreciation for your executive order establishing a 
War Refugee Board charged with the responsibility for 
t e na a of effective means for the rescue, 
transportation, maintenance and relief of the victims 
of enemy oppression, and the establishment of havens 
of temporary refUge for such victim~. 

Your executive order, which is in full accord with the 
humanitarian tradition of the American Government, has 
evoked nationwide approval and enthusiasm, ·in which we 
most heartily join. 

The Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society has 
been active in the.field of immigration and Americani~ 
zation for _six decades and has exerted every possible 
effort to save many thousands of P!3ople from the per- , 

. secution abroad by he.lping them to·tind havens of refuge. 

In its desire further to ai.d these oppressed people, 
and 1n accordance with Paragraph 4 of your executive 
order, the Board of Directors has the honor to inform 
you that it has resolved to place at the disposal of 

\ 

the tiar Refugee Board the services of its offices and . 
personnel at home andabroad, and_tooff.er:its.partioi
pation in the cost of the undertaking. ··In ·accordance 
with this resolution, it has th. is da¥ forward. ed to the 
War Refugee Board a contribution or ~100,000. 

Very respectfUlly yours 

~~ 
President 

AG ...... 

l 
l 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

·INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

TO Mr. Peh1e 

FROM L. s. Lesser 

. On Fridq afternoon, January 2S, 19441 the Hebrew ShelteririfI and Immigrant 
Aid Society" donated $1001000 to the War Refugee Board for J;l!e_~ses of :the 
Board and. offered the facilities and services or the Society to the Board In lt11 
work. On Saturdii.y morning and part of Satur~ afternoon, I conferred in New 
York with Isaac L • .Asofsk;y, the Societ;r's Executive Director, and lilas Elizabeth 
Lesser (the writer's a\Dlt), President of the Society's Womens' Division~ The. 
purpose of the discussions waa to ascertain \That facilities and services· the 
Society bad which might be utilized, directly or indirectlJ' 1 by the Board. 

The Hebre1l Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Societu, mown as HIAS1 .is the 
resul.t of a merger in 1909 of the Hebrew Sheltering House·Association, organized 
in l.884, and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society which was founded in 1902. The · 
basic purpose or HIAS in the United States bas· been to assist American residents 
to help their relatives abroad in immigration· Illat.ters. This included arranging 
for passports and visas, transportation to points of embarkation, providing 
shelter enroute, arranging for steamship accommodations; reception and shelter 
at the place of debarkation pending departure for permanent place of settlement, 
the procureoent of employment and advice, as11istance and education with a view 
't;o naturalization. Mr. Asofslcy told me that while the organization had no. · 
ri.e.tionai:cy kno71ll names ll)llOng its officers or trustees, it was nevertheless able 
to !unction efficient-zyand to secure the necessary funds because there were in .. · 

the United States 5001000 or more persons whom it had helped, directly or 
indirectly, µi immigration matters. The Society does identical work on behalf 
or immigrantif to Latin America. 

In order to effectuate its purpose, the Society maintains headquarters 
at 425 Lafayette Street, New York Cit7 (the for111er Astor Libral'T) and branches 
in Boston, Baltilllore, Philadelphia1 Cld.c9.go, Ban Franoisco and Seattle. It11. 
general counsel maint!Line.his office in Waebirigton, D. C~, where lie spends 
his time wor'.dilg out visa, passport and Other iaudgiation problem8 with the 
Department at state and the Immigration and NaturaliBation Service. The 
Society also maintains offices in practicalq fY'teey Latin American countrr, 
for the 1110st part staffed 1i1 citizens-of the countries in whiob they are 
located. · 

In Europe, the Society is a participant with the Jewillh Colonization 
Association (lcA) in the Hias-Ica. Eratgration Association, commo~. known as 
HICFU, 'Hhiob prepares prospective imigrants for immigration by helping them 

., 

-1 
I 



• 
-2.;.. 

obtain passports, visas and transportation to llha.tever country they warit to 
go and which will permit their entey. At the present time1 since all . 
prospective illlld.grants are refugees and most of them are penriiless, the 
Society, in conjunction with the JDC1 has made available a fund which ill 
used to help refugees who lack the mea.ni; of pUrchasing their own transporta
tion. Thus, the Society recent~ advipiced $70,ooo toward defraying the 
expense of the 01IJ'T8nt voyage of Byassa from Lisbon to Palestine~ The - _ 
SocietT is not a relief organization and dispenses relief o~ to the extent 
of making available sheltering facilities to immigrants at or about the 
places of embarkation and again at the places of·. debarkation, ~til more 
penmient settlement arrangements can be mo.de.- - - ' -- - ----- --- -

The Society maintains its principal European office. at Li1bon. This · 
office is in Charge of Dr. James Bernstein, an American citizen, and a . 
st;aff or Portuguese experienced in immi'gration work. Affiliated branch 
offices are maintained at Barcelona, Casablanca, Algiers aria Ztirich;. 
Affiliated· correspondent offices are maintained at Stockholm and London.· 
Prior to enemy occupation, offices were also maintained a..t Marsailles and 
Shanghai and in Poland, Holland, Rumania and Hungaiy. The New York head
quarters has no informtion as to whether the. oft'ices . in occupied·. countries 
are still in existence. It has been learned, -- however, that -the Marsailles 
office has been moved "inland." The opinion 11as e"J>ressed that the people 
in Zurich-sight know whether these offices still function in anywa:f• It 
lf8.S stated, ho·Rever, that the Society would know how and with whom to · · · 
cumamicate in Poland, Holland, Rumania and Hungary to ascertiiin whether a 
nucleus of the organizations still remains. 

. David M. Schweitzer, a United States citizen who was formerly 
associated with the JDC.in its Dominican settlement project, is now enroute 
to Palestine, as a representative of the Society and he will proceed :(;hrougb
out the Uear East (Turkey, Iran, eto.) to ascertain generalfy what.can be ' 
done to briDg relief to refugees in Rusa1a1.principalfyre1ativea or friend.a 
ot American citizens. In this connection, the Societr haa for some time 
been taldng a census or the namea and lest known addresses of relatives and 
friends of Americim citizens who were located in.enemy-occupied territory, 
and has comprehensive tiles of such information. Periodicalfy, the Society 
receives fro:a SWitzerland lists~of refugees 11rriving there, wi:th a_.state~ent' 
or the age, nationality, and religioua affiliation of each• : - . . 

The Society has never engaged in "unlawful" or 11 clnndest1ne" operations. 
It has at this time no contact with any underground. It does, however, have 
agento in strategic plAces llbo lll{lY be able to co111111unioo.te, if such communica
tion bo pemtted by the United States Government, with any number or persona 
kno'111 to the Sociefl/ in occupied-territory. 

I 



• 

·.I 
J 

• 
-3-

As a practical. suggestion for the Board's modua onerandi, Yr. Asof~ky 
suggested that the Board ask al.l private organizations having an interest .·. 
in its work, to operate jointly through a liaison officer appointed bythe · 
Board. Mr. Asofsky stated that this technique, 1.lSed by UNRRA, will not save 
the Board fro;n every inter-organization squabble, but will save .the Board· 
from most of the petty ones. In other words, Ur. Asofsky said that ii' each 
organization were required to diacuss any project or program it might have 
with the liaison officer and representatives or al.l the other orga,nizations1 
the Board will be spared the unnecessary work of dealing with a great J!l!UlY 
hair-brained ideas,. On the other hand, Mr. Asofsk;y saili tbe lia_i1>on officer 
and the conference of organizations, over which hewoiiid preside, ali.ould not 
have the power to prevent an organization from presenting to· the Board a. 
program which the conference disapproved; it should merely act aa a first 
sounding board for the individual ideaa of the organizations.· 

Mr. Asofsk,y told me that there waa presently in the United States a 
member of the Society's staff, a Mr. Gotschall, who, as I understand it, has 
recently returned from abroad and is fully cognizant of the present situation 
and the problems which are to be met. I gathered that Mr. Gotschall might. 
a1so have some ideas as to how to meet them. 

Ur. Asofsk,y would veey much like to come do1m with Mr. Gotschall and 
one of the principal officers of the Society and discuss the whole matter with · 
you. They will only come down if requested, I strongly urge such a request 
be 118de todq. 
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HEBREW SHELTERING ANQ 
IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETY 

., 
-~. -

425 Lafayette st., lfow York 3, -N~;Y~ 

War Refugee Board 
c/o Secretary of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

January 27, 1944 .· 

We are pleased to send you herewith our check for 

$100,000. as a contribution towards furthering your 

e ff or ts to save the vie tims of enemy oppression and t~e 

establishment of havens of temporary refuge for such 

victims. 

We are also enclosing, for your information, c9py 

of our letter to President Roosevelt. 

Respectfully_your~, 

(signed) Abr~ham Herman 

President 
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Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 
1(y dear 1ir. President: 

i -

Jantiary 27, 1944. 

The Board of Directors of the Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant 
Aid Society wishes to express its profound appreciation for your 
executive order establishing a War Refugee Board cha rged~with '
the responsibility for the inauguration of effective means for 
the rescue, transportation, maintenance and relief of the .victims 
of enemy oppression, and the _establishment of h~vens of temporary 
refuge for such victims. 

Your executive order, which is in full accord with the hum.ani~ 
tarian tradition of the American Government, has evoked nation
wide approval and enthusiasm, in which we most heartily join. 

The Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society has been active 
in the field of immigration and Americanization for zix decades 
and has exerted every possible effort to save· many thousands 
of people from the persecution abroad by helping them to find 
havens of refuge. . . · .. 

In its desire further to .aid these oppressed people, and in 
accordance with Paragraph 4 of your executive order, the Board 
of Directors has the honor to inform you that it has re solved to 
~lace ·at the disposal of the War Refugee Board the services of 
its offices and personnel at home and abroad, and to offer its 
particivation in the cost of the undevtakirig •. In accordance 
with this res.9lution, it has this day fol'Warded to the War 
Refugee Board a contribution of $100,000. 

Very respectfullyyou~ri, . 

President 
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