


Story of Sofina Co. as
Current Example
By EL1zaBETH DONAHUE

PN’ Butren
WASHINGTON, May 22.-The
serious threat of a revival of the
Cerman cartel system has been
laced before the House Rep.
erry Voorhis (D., Cal.), who pre-

Pl

MAY 291945

. _Eviderice
Here is some of the evidence on
hwhich Voorhis built his case:
“Duniel Heineman, an American
citizen and chief representative of
khe Sofina Co. was a moving fig-
ire in a meeting which took place
n Lisbon, Portugal, in June, 1944,”
\V'oorhis said.

“Sofina,” he revealed, “is a huge
public utility company founded in
Brussels, registered in Panama

dicts it will take “all the earnest-
ness and determination of patriotic
Americans to prevent another throt-
ting of worﬁ commerce by the
Germans_and another building of
Cermany’s power to make war. ;
1 1n a speech on the current and;
recent plans of Cerman business-
men to promote and nourish their

City, keeping its books in Cuba,
its managerial staff in New York,
its technical staff in Lisbon.’
Voorhis disclosed that among the
Cerman companies which attended
the meeting were: “L G. Farben,
Rhein _ Metall, Roechling and

rugg. .
“Some of the largest of all Ameri-

industria tem th h trallcan concerns were represented,
'::Ld amedsysn:“ms'm‘\;go'h?: ud;_ Vooshis added. “Hitler, one week

clased “if the cartel structure is al-
lowed to_stand,

staf — so far
rather well
treated and in
m:’ny instances
rather generous-
ly pictured by
the American N
press — will be  Rep, Voorkis
ready in  an- )
other generation to make war on’
the world.”

Piecing together news excerpts,
State t. documents and Con-
gressional hearings on the Cer-
man industrial infBuence through-
out the world—even in warlime—
Voorhis wamed that “for the past_
‘two years at least the Cermans
-have been engaged es

before the Brussels invasion, pro-
vided a special guard to get Heine-
man away from Brussels carrying
important documents, securities,
and large amounts of cash,” the

_Congressman charged.

On D-Day Eve

“It is significant,” Voorhis told
the House, “that the meeting was
held just prior to Gen. Eiscnhower’s
landing in Normandy and just in the
nick of time to enable the Gerrans
to complete their arrangemeny for
operations from such vantage {oint
A Spain and to keep their 4mel
agreements intact.” g
~ Unfolding the postwar cartel plot

enterprises under thch]

it
Iown direct  control In  Spain
Sweden, and other counteies.

e

of the Germans, Voorhis obﬁcn'ed

German Cartel Revival o i
Peril Unfolded in House

Voorhis Lists|,

to turn surrender into preparation
for the next war.”

Stressing Spain’s importance to
the German cartelists, Voorhis said,

“it appears that as much as 40 per
——d cent of the entire industry of Spain

is at present in the ha:;ic of Cer-
mans and that GCerman industry
owns or controls approximately 500
subsidiaries and afm;ales in the four
European neutral countries, Spain,
Portugal, Sweden and Switzesland.”

“The property situation in occu-
pied countries has become so con-
fused,” Voorhis declared, “that only
the greatest vigilance will be able
to prevent the eventuality which I
warn against.”

While Voorhis was warning the
House to pass legislation requiring
all American companies to register
and disclose their cartel agreements
to the U. S. Government, Chairman
W. S. S. Rogers of the Texas Co.
and director Laurence B. Levi of
the Socony Vacuum Oil Co. were
testifving 'in_a Senpate committee
against such legislation.

Levi told Sen. Joseph C. O'Ma-
honey’s oil investigating committee
that “American companies must be
in position to meet existing condi-
tions abroad.”

quiring the registration of cartel
‘agreements as “a spy system which
would bencfit other nations.”
Both industrialists vigorously pro-
tested the evils of the cartel system,
ut with equal vigor op, any.
ttempt by Congress to tored their
ompanies to disclose the tdsts of
he agreements they makel with

Biddle and others.

Rogers described legislation re-’

oreign concerns. The measute has ™
been indorsed by Attorney General ..
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EXECUTIVE OFACE OF THE PRESIDENT :

W AR REFUGEE BOARD M/ .

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE
10 ¥r. Pehe : May 26, 1944 -

oM L, S, Lesser

g -
Thie is a reminder to call somebody at Customs about Heineman

uh¢ expecte to leave on the clipper to Lisbon either ¥onday or

TuesGay. Jin Yann slco hac something he would 1like you to take

a

u- aith Customs et the saze time.
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DELIVERY RECEIPT

From: Lawrencs. S, Leeoex
Var Hefvgee Bomrd: - 2
164 Main Treaspury Bldg.
Tot Mr, Dennie.
Mayflower Hotel

-

Recoived by:%(/.%?.gf &t %‘:’ﬁ\r

Return this Delivory Receipt 0 Room.

sesese

Dato. APELL 14y 1044



April 14, 1944 :

Dear Mr, Heineman:

You heve indiceted your earn.est desire to aid the Bosrd,
during your forthooming vieit to 3pain, in the solution of
meny of the grave problems confronting it. Having every
confidence that you can and will lend inveluable assistsance- .
to the Boerd in its humanitsriaen efforts, the Boerd fully ep~ A
proves of your visit to Spain snd varnly welcomes the op~
portunity to avail itgelf of your asalstgnce;

, 8incerely yours ’

“ (5/}%%&

. Js Te Pehle
Executive Director

. 1 horeby certify that the above 1s the '
Hr, Dannie Helneman, true and authentic signature of L -
Cerlylae ggtol, - Ja Wi Pehle inporibed in hig own. hend, :
35 East 76th Street, - ST T e e —
Hew York, New Yoriz, - /5/ Praid ,
’ Asalstrnt Kxeoutive Director

District of Columbie
this 14th day of Aprily AJDe 1944,

“War Lefugee Board
" —J Subsoribed and sworn to before me & Hoiary o ; _. ;
‘ Public in and for the : ‘
/5,7 %004/ 729 S . ,
: otary Publio, : ’

2




APR 14 190

Dear dr, Hcinemany

You have indicated your earnsst desire to aid the
Board, during your forthooming viszit to Spain, in the golution
of many of the grave problems confronting it, Having every

confidencs that you oan and will lend invaluable ‘issiatanoo.to

o

the Board in its hum:nitarian efforts, the Board fully approves
of your visit to fipain ana warmly welcomes the opportunity to
avail iteelf o your assistance,

- Eincerely yours,

S1 3 .

[ &ned) & W ml@
Je %, P ehla - :

Executive Director

#r, pannle laineman
Carlyl: Hotel - -
. 35 East 76tn Street-

sen 'i’;l'k, ”. Y.

o5

LSLoasersals 4/13/44
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April 13, 1944

Dear Mr. Heineman:

I have vour leiier of april 1l and willb be
delighted to see you ut 10 A, M. on Fridey, April 14,
My office ie in Room 288% Treusury Building.,

Thenk you for sending me the photosiutioc
copy of the Jefferson letter. \

Very truly yours,

o) Q 20, Fa ol

J. %. Pehles
Executive Director

Mr, D. H, HEmm,
¢/o Msyfloaer Hotel,
#ashington, D. C.

W JWPsmgt, 4/13/4
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SUITE 1700
‘SO BROADWAY
NEW YORK.N Y.

April 11, 1944

e

4r. John W, Pehle,
Executive Director,
War Refugee Boerd,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr., Pehle:
I hope you had a comfortable return trip.

I an leeving Thursday evening for Washington and
shall stay at the dayflower until Saturday afternoon
when I shall return to Yew York.

It would be very useful if I could see you on
Friday for &n hour or if possible longer. Would you
vlease leave a message for me at the Mayflower letting
ne know when you vwould be free to see me on Friday
morning or afternoon, as I have another appointment
to which I am obliged to give priority and the time
of which will only be set Friday morning.

The principal point I wish to discuss with you
is the possibility of getting the refugees out of the
occupled territories after the door to Spain has been
opened. I mentioned this to Mr. Lesser who replied
that some of the German guards are less adamant than
others. I feel sure that some mezsure can be taken to
facilitate the passage fro.a one territory to another.

Please find enclosed the photostatic copy of
the letter addres:zed by Jefferson to Alexander von
Huaboldt which I promised to send you.

Sincerely.yours,

D.li. Heineman

H:YJ
enclosure Y
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The Board is orepared
) /

l, To finance reception centers for refugees wihich the
Spanish goverrment might agree to establish, and
otherwige to assure the support of refugees while in
Spain,

2. To assuze responsibility for the speedy removal from
Spain of refugees, especislly of stateless refugees
and those not under the protection of any government.
To encourage the voluntury movement of refugees to
Camp Lyautey near Fedhala in North Africa and elsowhore;
if necessary, to effect the remval of refugees from.
Spain on a compulsory basis.

3. To appoint a full-tire representative in Spain responsible
to the U, 5. Ambassador, with authority to carry out
the Board's policies and progrum, to aid in the rescue,
transportation, maintenance .nd relief of refugees, and
to assist american, foreign end irternational agoncies,
both public and privete, operating in Spain in this field.

4, In order to encourage and facllitate a greater flow of
refugees from France, to finance, maintain, and super-
vise throe reception centers to be estublished near the
Spanish border (perhaps at Fipueras, Yurillo and Tolosa),
30 as Lo reduce to a minimum the time during which the
rofugees would be on the hards of the Spanish author-
ities; to staff these centers either with employees of
U, 8. Government or with reprosentatives of vrivate
American velfure agencles, vhichever prccedure is
preferred locally. Hefugees would be dirccted by
Spanish suthcrities to proceed to nearest roception
caup who vould provide them with travel permits valid . .
to that point only, From: the conters, the refugess
vould be moved on to North Africa with a minimum of
delay.

BAkzinsfp  4/12/1
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COVERING SHEET

"#iith the object of establishing a moving belt
which will carry refugees from occupied areas
through Spain to refuge elsewhere, the following
concrete proposals have been agreed upon by the
Board. (1) In view of the establishment of a
caunp in North Africa which is yeady to receive
refugees, a substantizl number of refugees now
in Spain can be moved to such camp and tne transfer
should be facilitated. (2) In order to take
care of new refugees, particuilarly stateless
refugees and those lacking the protection of
their government, who will arrive in thefuture
ana to effect their removal from Spain on an
involuntary basis if necessary, the Spanish
Government should be asked to maintain recep-
tion camps in which future arrivals will live,
A48 a basis for obtaining tne necessary action

by the Spanish Government they should be advised
(a) that the Yar Refugee Board will make the
necessary arrangements for financing the main-
tenance of the camps in Spain and the support

of the refugees, and (b) that the ijar Refugee
Board will assume responsibility for removing

as rapidly as possible from Spain the stateless
and unprotected refugees in the camps, emphasizing
that arrangements are presently being made for
the prompt removal from Spain of a substantial
number of such refugees to ihe camp already
established in Horth Africa. In this connection,
the recent evacuation of refugees to Palestine
ma; also be recaliled.™

Draft of cable to ladrid, sent to State Feb, 10, 194 .
Also see State's-463 to Madrid Feb. 18, 1944,

"iiar Hefugee Board wishes to make clear to you
that Camp Lyautey will not be the only haven of
refuge to which refugees can be removed from-
Spain. The Board is currently carrying on nego-
tiations for other havens, and you should assume
and may advise thc Spanish Government that ail
refugees entering Spain from occupied areus will
be taken on to other places."

Draft of cable to Madrid, sent to Stnteruarch 0, 1944,

See also Stute's 799 to Madrid, of llarch 23.




3 t "The Board proposes to appoint ....sss, represen-
tative of the American Friends Service Committee
in xadrid, as the Special Representative of the
Board with the designation by the Department as
Special Attache to the Embassy on war refugee
matters," #

"You should advise .,..... thats

(a) He is charged with the duty and responsi-
bility of carrying out the Board's policies and
program in Spain;

(b) He is responsible to the Ambassador and -
should discuss his activities and problems with
him regularly and fully;

(e) He shall work with and give all possible B
assistance to public and private agencies opera- .
ting in Spain in thie field regardless of whether
such organizations are American, foreign or inter- :
national; 3 i

(f) He shall develop and assist in the develop-
ment of programs and implementation of measures
for the rescue, transportation, maintenance and
relief of refugees",

Draft of cable to Madrid, sent to State Feb. 16, 19hh.
Also see State's 530 to Madrid, Feb, 25, 1944,

L t "The Speeial Attache to,your,Embassy would super- 4
vise under you all the Board's operations in ;
Spain, including the estabiishment and maintenance
of refugee camps. He will have assigned to him:

a small staff which might include Transportation, -
Supply and Finance Officer, It is planned that :

-~ the attache and his immediate ptaff base their

‘operations in Madrid. In addition to:the Madrid £
staff, should the volume of refugeea go warrant,
it is proposed that up to three reception centers
be established along the Franco-Spanish frontier. ‘ ;
Each of these centers would have a supervisor : ;
possessing experience in refugee work. Each ;
supervisor would likewise have a small staff,
Ab least one Uedical Officer and possibly a
emall nursing staff would also serve at each
of the centersg,”
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"It is tentatively proposed that reception centers
be established at Figueras, Murillo and Tolosa

(or such other localities as may be agreed upon)
as points readil- accessible to all who cross

the Pyrenees, The Board considers it desirable
that these centers shoiild be in frontier zones
pather than in the interior of Spain for the
following reasons:

(1) The nearness of the centers to the border
would reduce to a minimum the time during which
the refugees would be on the hands of the Spanish
authorities,”

"It is proposed that the frontier officials and .

police authorities direct the refugees to. the . .
centers, providing them with permits to travel ) \
only from the point of apprehension to the‘nearest

center. ie hope that the refugees will be ad-

vised by the Spanish officials that their presence

in Spakn will be tolerated only so long as they

conduct themselves in agcordance with this pro-

gram. After arrival at the centers, it will be

explained to the refugees that the Spanish author~

ities have released them into the care of the cen~

ters.”

"The refugees would be kept as far as possible
out of the principal population centers, par-—
ticularly Vadrid, It is felt that the remoteness
of the propcsed centers would minimize attention
to the preaence of the refugees in Spain.”

The !ocation ot the centers near to-the frontier
would permit close cooperation between their
staffs and Spanish frontier officials. ' The refugees
would remain in the reception centers only 80 1long .

* a8 is necessary to assure medical officers that
they were in physical condition to travel, to
permit preliminary security screening and to pro-
vide refugees with the necessury travel documents,"

"The Board would appreciate your recommendation
wnether it would be more practicable for the per-
sonnel of the centers to be known to the Spanish
Government as official employees of the United
States Government or as employees of privata
Awerican welfare agrvices.




uIt is proposed that border officials and police
authorities in the frontier zones direct the
refugees to the reception centers and provide them
with a safe conduct pass valid only for travel from
the point of apprehension by these authorities to
the nearest reception center. At the time of
issuance of these safe conducts, it is hoped

that the Spanish officials will advise the refu-
gees that their presence in Spain will be tolerated .
only so long as they remain in that country pursuant.
to this program. (n arrival at the reception cen~
ters, the officers there would explain to the
refugees that the Spanish authorities have re-
leased the refugees to their care."

vraft of cable to Madrid, sent to State liarch 20, 1944.
Also see State's 799 to iadrid, March 23, 1944. .
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Dr. Robert Dexter
Representative of the War Refuges
Board in Portugal

of/o The imericen Legation,
Lisbon.

Samuel Sequerra
Hotel Bristol
Barcelona

Jo D. G, representstive in Spain
(Portuguese)

Joseph J. Schwarts
J. D. C. Direstor for Furops

London addresss

Centrsl Counoil for Jewish Refugeés
Upper Yoburn Place, London

Lisbon addresas

| 242 Rua Aures, Lisbon,



WU5 60
NEWYORK NY APR 11 810A 1944 ' T E s b
LAWRENCE LESSOR, ROOM 164 TREASURY DEPT us TREASURY BLDG Eo
15 ST AND PENN' AVE T , f
R HE I NEMAN WQULD LIKE ‘ME TO TALK TO You OR PHELE BEFORE

"TELEPHONE YOU OR PHELE FlRST THING THIS VMORNING =
DONALD DUHCAI‘J-

APR 11 828AM
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