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TO: Mr. Lesser

VRCH Mr. Smith

v
SUBJECT: Concerning Goeup;é:sn of Civilian Internees

Generally speaking, international agreements designed for the benefit
of victime of war are still intended primarily for members of the Armed
Porces of belligerent nations, since until the recent development of "total
war? these made up the bulk of the cases requiring aid, and the incidental
civilian casualties could be cared for within the country of their domicile.
The large scale displacement and internment of civilian populations had not
become prevalent at the time these agresments were entered into. Since the
egreements ordinarily do not mention civiliens, their languege must be construed
in the light of changing conditions in order to bring such persons under their
protection. -

A recent Americen writerl states that "The term prisoner of ‘war is not
employed irn contemporary usege to denote military prisoners only". At another -
point he declares that "In British law the term is applied to both military
prisoners and interned alien enemies" and he cites a leading English case.

In 1940 the United States War Department regulations stazte that "Every person
captured or interned by a belligerent nower because of war is, during the
captivity or internment, a prisoner of war and is entitled to be recognized

as such under the laws of war'. However, according to Flory "The Judge Advocate
General of tke Army has correctly pointed out that interned enemy aliens are
not, strictly sneaking, nrieoners of war, nor are they in the nosition of
menbere of the Armed Forces of a state who had been interned before the United
States declared war in their state of origin. Until an agreement is reached
between belligerents, it is neither the duty nor the right to treat them as
prisoners of war®. .

Oppenhaim3 adnits that the Geneve Convention of 1929 “does not contain

anything regarding the treatuent of private enemy individuals., + . + . whom
a belligerent thinks it necessary to make prisoners of war; but it is evident
that they may claim all the privileges of such nri(oﬁgba" _ And. at another
point, "The sane 18 -valid with regard- %6 enemy civiliene who . at- _the outbreek
of war are within the territory of a bellipgerent and for military reasons are
interned.” He defines a prisoner of war as PBvery individual who is deprived
of his 1iberty, not for a crime but for military reasons.” . Any such person
"has & claim to be treeted as a prisoner of war'.

1 Page 25 of "Prisoners of far® by W.E.S.Flory, published by the American
Council on Fublic Affairs in 1942,

2 Page 27 1bid, citing U.S. War Dennrtrent, Digest of Opinions of. the Judge
Advocete General of the Army, 1912 to 1931, sec. 2211-2.

2 Internationnl Law, sixth edition, volume 2, sec,127.
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B In March 1942 the German Government approached the United States with

a recuest to enforce the Model Agreement attzched to the Geneva Convention,
discuesed below, concerning direct repatriation and hospitalization in a
neutral country of prisoners of war for reasons of health. In reply the

. United States accepted the offer but indicated that "In accordance with the
declered irtention of the United States to apply to civilian enemy alien
internees the provisions of the Geneva Prisoners of Wer Convention to the

fullest extent vossible’ it would like to include civilians in the proposed

repztriation. Apparently the Germans were unwilling to accede to thie request
at thaet tine.

On Yovember 11, 1918 the United States and Germany had entered into an i
sgreement concerning "Prisoners of Wer, Sanitery Personnel and (ivil Prisoners."4
Beczuse the Armistice in World War I was eigned on the same day, it apparently
was never thought necessary to ratify this agreement, and it presumably is not
binding uvon elither country at this time, but it does illustrate very well
the direction in which international regulations were hesded at that time.

Article 151 of Section C of that agreement relating to "Civilian Citizens
and Civil Prisoners” vrovided for the immediate repatriation of all women and
children, all masles under 18 and over 45, excent officers in the merchant
rarine, and "invalids® of any age, who wished to return to thie country,

Article 169 provided that certzin specified sections of the agreement
referring specifically to orisoners of war should apply to civilian prisoners
in the sanme manner, "with such modifications as circumstances may require;
provided that no such modification thall be less favorable to the prisoners
then the original orovision, and thet sumh consideration be paid to their-

education and vrofession. The principle sections pertinent to this discuew~
sion are Article 63,66 and 67. ' :

Article 63 merely vrovides that the captor provide the seme medical and
dental care it provides.for its own nilitery, ; :
Under Article 66, "i1f the Captor Staté.is unable to furnish any ‘of " the
medicines or medical dunnlies necessary for the treatment of the sick or
wounded vrisoners of war, it shall notify the Protecting Power -and shall
allow such medical supplies to be furnished and-shall expedife their trane.

- portation and delivery", Under Article 67, "In every prisoncr of wer camp

& sick call shall ve held daily at a specified hour 1n the presence of a

nedicel officer to which prisoners of wer ney attend and receive medical
attention," :

The Chairman of the American Delegation to this Conference was John Work
Garrett who ie described by one writer on International law as the leading
American authority on civilian internnent, He was in charge of German and
Astro-Hungarian Civilisn Prieoners of Yar between 1¢14 and 1917, and inspected
camps of French prisoncrs of war in Gorusny at the reauest of tlie French
Government in 191€. He was slso a Aclepgate to the Hospital Ship Conference
at the Hogue in 1904, Unfortunately he annenrs never to have nublished
anythings

4 Americon Journsl of International Lew for 1919, supplement Yo volumas 13, =
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Phe Historical Development_ of the Rnles Concerning the Sick apd wounded

The Geneva Conference of 1864 marke the beginning of the current
efforts of the Nations of the World to humanize war as much as possible.
It recuired belligerents "To ovrotect the sick and wounded regardless of
their nationality, and to send them back to their own countiry when they
recovered and vere unfit for further service®,

The subsequent Geneva Conference of 1806 provided (Article 2) YThe
sick and wounded of an army who fall into the hende of the other belligerent
are prisoners of war and the general rules of international law concerning
prieoners are apnlicable to them. Belligerents are, however, free to arrange
with one another such exceptione end mitigations with regard to the treatment
of tre sick and wounded prisoners as they deem expedient, In particular
they will be at liberty to agree.-—l) To restore to one another the wounded
left on the field after a battle; 2) To repatriate the sick and wounded whom
they do notwish to retain as prisoners after rendering them fit for removal
or after their recovery; 3) To hand over to a neutral state with the latters -
consent the enemies sick and wounded to be interned by the neutral state = W
until the end of hostilities."6

It was made clear at the Conference thet these suggestions were not . Cx
{ntended to be exhaustive, and that subject to fundemental principles,
onnosing Commanders are free to come to any agreements concerning the care
of sick and wounded. : ] :

The most recent of the Geneva Conventions (1929)7 adds gdditional rew
finements. Under Article 9, prisoners of wer must be removed from diatricts
which are unhealthy or the climates of which are too severe for prisoners i

% coning from temperate climates, Lodgings must be hygienic, free from dsmp, : §,
adeuuately heated, etcs . 3

Under Article 14, every camp shall heve ‘an infirmary where prisoners : L&
of var shsll receive every kind of attention, and isolated quarters shall
be provided for contagious disesses. "Prisoners affected with a serious
111lness, or whose condition necesgitstes an important surgical operation, -
mst be admitted at.the expense of the detaining power to any militery or:
civil medieal unit qualified to treat them". Annexed to this Gonvention,
was ¢ MHodel Agreement vhich vill be- discusscd more fully below. e

During World War I, for the first timc. effective implementntion waa

6§ ‘deaton, Internationsl Law, Sixth Zdition, Volume 2, p.733.
6 1Ibid, p.736
7 47 Stat. 2074




given to the doctrine announced as early se 1864, concerning the repatriation
of persons untit for military service. In 1914 at the request of the Interw
national Red Cross, the Swiss Government opened negotiations with Germany dir-
écted at achieving en exchange of prisoners of war so wounded as to be unfit.8
Thie orozramp weas coreiderably encouraged by the Vatican. From it developed the
idez of interning in a neutral country, namely Switzerland, prisoners of war
rot totelly incapacitated, with the “understanding between the belligerents in-

volved that any such orisoners who escaped and returned to their native countr-
les would be sent back. -

The orogrem was carried out under the supervision of the Surgeon-General
of the Swies Army and care was directed by the Swise Sanitary Corps with exw
penses paid by the belligerent stotes. Itinerant comnissions of Swiss doctors
visited places of internment in the countries involved in the plan, which were
France and Germany, and later Great Britein. Any prisoner in any of the
camps visited wes orivileged, without fear of subsequent punitive action by
the cantor, to apnly to these roving commissions, Prisoners selected by the
nedical commission were assembled in & convenient place in each country for
final examinetion by & Commission of Control composed of two Swiss doctors,

two doctors of the cavntor army and a non-voting representative of the £0Vorn.~
ment of the captor,

It was estimated by the Swiss that two or three percent of the total )
number of prisoners of war held in 1916 were in need of hospitalization of
this tyoe. They also urged that civilians be included in the program. Children
should be included &s a matter of course eng it was also urged that fathers.
in need of rehabilitation should be included in eivilian grouyps, in order to
introduce new vigor into debilitated post-war family groups.
® By the end of the war 26,000 prisoners had been transferred to Switzer-
land, including 10,000 Germans &nd 16,000 ™nglish, French and_Belgian.g Five
hundred thousand invalid and sick prisoners had been exchanged and . repatriated
through Switzerlend since the beginning: of sthe war. In addition Russo-German '
exchanges had been nansped by the Danish Red Cross.: These prisoners were not
sent to or through Switzerlsnd but were returned to their own countries by -
wey of Sweden with the cooperation of the Swedish Red Cross. -

The Hodel Agreeaent Concerning the Direct Repatriation and Hospitalize.:
tion in & Neutral Country of Prisoners of Var for Reasons of Health.lo referred
to above,  incorporatsd many of the details of the foregoing program.

I A. Provides for the dlrectirepatr;ation of1

1. The sieck and wounded not likely to recover
in one yeur and who reauire treatment and
"whose nental and nhysicsl fitness apnears
to have suffered.considerable diminution."-

8 "Swise internment of prieonera of warfs-Roport from the Swiss OCommission
in the inited Stotes by rdounrd Favre, Jen. 1917
9 Gorner, International Law and the Yorld Yar, Vol. 2y n. 55
10 47 Stat, 7087 . )
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2. The incurable. - ';‘~§‘

3. Those who have been cured but "whose mental
and physical fitness appears to have suffered
considerable diminution."

B, Hospitalization in a neutral country should be provided for:

1. The sick and wounded wﬁo can be cured within a
year bat who would benefit by removale.

2. Prisoners of wear generally, whose hental or
phygical health will be seriously menaced by
continued cantivity.

C. Repatriation of those in parasgraph B supra should be
granted to:

1. Those who have relapsed into.the classee : - RS
described in paragraph A

2. Those who have recovered but "whose mental Y
and vhysicel fitness appears to have.suffered - : :
considerable diminution." .

II A-B. Lists the ailments requiring repatriation and hoepitali—
zation respectively. K

I11 Broad interpretation of conditions requiring either repatria-
tion or hospitalization 1s urged, especially in neuropathic

% and psychopathic cases and in 21l cases involving tuberculosis.
The specified arrengements in II are: to be considered as
i{llustrative, not exclusive., =

Both the Swiss plan of 1916, and the codification provided by..
the Kodel Agreement, envisaged free use of the facilitiss as occasion ahall
arisa. lNumerical exchanges were not contemplated. In practice; however,
this policy, presumasbly advertently, has not always been followed.~ )
As 1 nmatter of general: Anterest 1t- might be nointed out that aceording S ST
to international law humane or charitable acts nreformed by a neutral country
do not violate its neutrality even if preformed only on behalf of subjects
of one belligerent.ll _

11 Proceedinge of the Amorican Institute of Internationsl Law 1921, v. 106-7
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70: Mr. lLasssr

FROM: Mr. Saith

SUBJECT: concemxu%ulnu Interness

Generally speaking, international sgreements designed for the benefit
of victims of wvar ere atill intended primarily for menbers of the Armed
Forces of belligerent nations, since until the recent development of "total
war® those mede up ths bulk of the cases reguiring ald, and the incidental : .
olvilian casualiles could be cared for within the couniry of their domicile. ‘
The large scals displacement and internment of civilian populations had not
becone prevalent at the time these agreements vore entered into. 3Since the
sgreemnsnts ordinarily 4o not gention civilians, their language must De construsd
in the 1ight of changing conditions in order to bring such persons under their
protection.

Mt s

A recent American writerl states that "The term prisoner of war is not
employed in contemporary usage to denote military prisoners only?. At another : "
point he declares that "In Britieh law the term is applied to both military : Y
prisoners and interned alien enenies® and ho cites a leading ¥nglish case. i )
In 1940 the United States War Department regulations state that UYXyory person :
captured or interned by a belligzerent power becsuss of war is, during the :
captivity or internmeat, a prisonor of war and is entitled to be recognised
as such under the laws of war'. However,~kccording to ¥Ylory "The Judge Advocate
Gsneral of ths Army has correctly pointed out that interned enemy aliens are .
not, strictly speaking, prisoners of war, nor are they in the position of :
néabers of the Armed Forces of a state who had baen internsd before the United
Stntes doclared war in their state of origin. Until an agreement is reached
batveen bolligerents, it is neither the duty nor the right to treat ‘them as
prisonsrs of war®.2 S '

,Oppanhoina adnits that the Geneva Convention of 1929 ! does not contain
anything regarding the treatment of private eneay individuals, . . . . whom~ s
a bellligerant thinks 1t necessary to make prisoners of war; btut it 1s evident an
that they may claim all the privileges of ‘such prisoners®. - And at sanother .
point, "The sane is valid with regard 4o enesy civilians vho ab the outbrask
of war are within the territory of & balligerent and for milltdry reasons are
tnterned.” Hs defines & prisoner of var &s sHyery individual who is deprived
of his libarty, not for a crime btut for military reasons.”: Any such person
Fhas & claim to be treated as a prisonsr of war®, .

1 Page 26 of "Prisoners of War® by ¥,E.3.Flory, published by the American
Council on Fublic Affairs in 1942. )

2 Page 27 1bi4, oiting U.8. Var Departmont, Digest of Opinions of the Judge
Advocate Oeneral of the Army, 1912 to 1931, se8: 2211=2.

4 International Law, wixth sdition, volume 2, wec. 127,




In Harch 1942 the German Government approached the United States vith
& request to enforce the Hodel Agreement attached to the Geneva Oonvertion,
discussed below, conserning dirset repatriaticn and hospitalization in LY
neutral gountry of prisoners of war for reasons of hsalth. In reply the.
United States accepted the offer but indicated that *In mscordance with the
dsclared intention of the United States to apply to civilien eneny alien
internces the provisions of the Geneva Prisoners of War Gonvention %o khe
fullest oxtent possible” it would like to include civilians in the proposed
repatriation. Apparently the Oermans wers unwilling to accsde to this reques$
at that time. '

On November 11, 1918 the United States and Oermany had entered into mn
agreement goncerning *Prisoners of Var, Sanitory Personne) end Civil Priscners.®d
Because the Armistice in World ¥ar I was signed on tho same day, it apparently
was never thought necessary to ratify this agreemen$, and it presurably 4s not
binding upon either country at this time, Mt it does Lllustrate vory well
the direction in which international regulations wers headed at that time.

Article 161 of Seotion C of that agreement relating to "OCivilian Oltizens
and Givil Frisoners provided for the immediate repatriation of all women and
children, all males under 18 and over 45, except officers in the merchant
mnarine, and "invalids® of any age, vho wishsd to return to this country.

Artiole 1€9 provided that certain specified mections of the agreanent
referring speoifically to prisoners of war should apply to oivilian prisoncrs
in the sane manner, "with such modifications as oircumstances may raquirey
provided that no suoh modification shall bs less favorable to the prisoners
$han the original provision, and that emmh consideration be paid to thelr
education and profession®. fThe principle sections pertinent to this discue~ ..
sion are Article 63,66 and 87. .

Article 63 merely pfovidel that the ubtor provide the same medical and
dental care. it provides for its own militery. :

Under Article 68, "if the Captor State is unable to furnish any of the
nedicines or medical supplies necessary for ths treatment of the sick or
wounded prisoners of war, it shall notify .tho Proteoting Powsr end shall
allow such medical supplies to bs furnishsd smnd shall expedite thelr trana-
portntion and delivery®. Under Artiole 87, "In every prisonsr of war oanp.
2 wick call shall be held daily et & specified hour: in the presence of 'a .
sedfoal of{iocr'_ﬁ'o whioh prisoncrs of wir msy attend and receive medical
attention. .

The Chairman of the Amerioan Delegation to this Conference was John Work
Oarrett who is described by one writer on International law as the lepding )
American suthority on oivilian internmsnt. He was in charge of Oerman and
Austro.Hungarian Givilian Prisgners of ¥Wax betveen 1914 and 1017, and inwpoected
canps of French prisoners of war in Gormany at the requost of the Franch ‘
Oovernment in 1916. Ho was also a dolegate to the Hospital Ship Conference
at the Hague in 1904. Unfortunately he appanrs never to have published
anything,

& American Journal of International Law for 1919, mpp).inmt 40 volume 13,




Ths Genova Conference of 1664 marks the beginning of the current
efforts of ths Nations of the World to humanize war as mich as possible.
I8 required belligerents *To protect tho sick and wounded regardieas of -
their nationality, and to send them baok to their own assuntry when: they
recovercd and vers unfit for further service®.b )

®hs subsequent Geneva Confersnce of 1008 providea (Article 2) "The
sick end wounded of &n arxy who fall into the hands of the other belligersnt
are prisoners of war and the general rules of intornntional law aonoerning.

prisoners ars applicable to them. Belligerents are, hovever, frea to arrsnge -

with one another such exceptions and nitigations with regard to the treatment
of the sick and wounded priscners as they deem expediont, In particular

they will be at lidverty to agreei-=1) To restors to one another the wounded
left on the field after a battle; 2) To repatrinte the sick and wounded whom
thoy do notvish to retain as prisoners after rendering them fit for removal
or after their regovery; 3) To hand over to a neutral state with the latters
gongent the enomies sick and wounded to bs interned by the neutral siate
until the end of hostilities.?6

It wvas made clsar at tha Conferencae that these suggestions wers not:
{ntendsd to be exhmustive, and that subJect to fundemental principles,
opposing Commanders are free to coms to any agreements congerning the oare
of sick and wounded. :

The most recent of the Geneva Oonventions (1929)7 wdds additional re-
finements. Under Article 9, priscners of wor muet be removed from distriots
vhich ars unhealthy or the climates of which are too severe for prisoners
soning frem temperate climates. Lodgings:mst bs hygienio, free from damp,
adequately heated, etc. ’ )

Undsr Articlé 14, every cemp shall have an infirmery where prisoners
of war shall receive every kind of attention, and isolated quarters shall
be provided for contagious diseases. "Prisoners affected with a serious
11lness, or vhose condition necessitates an important surgloal operation,
st be admittod at the oxponse of the detnining power to any nmilitory or
eivil medical unit qualified to trent them?. Annexed to thlas Convention
vas & Hodel Agresment which vill ‘be discussed more fully below, '~ -

During Worid War I, for the first timo, effective lmplemontation was

6 Yonton, International Law,.Sixth Kdﬂ.ion.- Yolbne 2 15.733.
6 Lbid4, p.738
7 47 3tas. 2074
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given to the dootrine announced as early as 1864, conserning the repatriation
of persons unfit for military service. In 1914 at the request of the Interw
national Red Cross, the Swiss Government opened negotiations with Cermeny dir-
ected at achieving an exchangs of prisoners of war 80 wounded as to be unfit.8
This program was considerably enaocuraged by the Vatican. Yrom it developed the

. 1des of interning in a neutral country, namely Swvitzerland, prisoners of war

not totally incapacitated, with the understanding bstwesn the belligersnis ine
volved that any such prisoners who escapsd and returned to thelr native countr-
{es wvould be sent back.

The progrea was carried out under the supervision of the Surgeon-Goneral
of the Sviss Army and cars was directed by the Swiss Sanitary Corps with ex-
penses paid by the belligersnt states. Itinsrant coamissions of Bwise doctors
visited places of internment in the countries involved in the plan, which were
France and Geraany, and later Great Britain. Any prisoner in eny of the
camps visited wvas privileged, without fear of subsequant punitive action by
the captor, to apply to these roving commissions. Prisoners seleated by the
modical commission vero assambled in a convenient place in eash gountry for
final examinrtion by a Comnisaion of Control composed of two Swiss dootora,
tvo dootors of the captor army and n non-voting reprosentstive of the governe
ment of the captor.

It vos estinated by the Swies that two or three psrcent of the total
nuabsr of prisoners of war held in 1916 were in need of hospitalization of
this type. They also urged that oivilians be included in the program. Children
should be included gas a matter of course and it was also urged that fathers
in need of rehabilitetion should be included in oiviliun groups, in order to
introduce new vigor into debilitated post.war family groups.

By the end of the war 26,000 prisoncrs had bsan transferred to Switzer-
land, including 10,000 Germans end 16,000 Faglish, French and Belgian.” Five
hundred thousand invalid and sick prisoners had been exchanged and repatrinted
through Switzérland since the beginning of the war. In addition Russo-German
exchanges had boen managed by the Tanish Red Cross. These prisoners wore not
sent to or through Switzerland but wore returned to their own countries by
way of 3weden with the cooperation of the Swedish Red Cross,

The Hodel igroement Concerning the Dirsct Repatriation and Hosp. {8&11:@.— .
tion in a Heutrel Country of Frisoners of War for Ressons of Health,:
to above, incorparated many of the deteils of tha foregoing progrem.

1 A. Provides for the direat repntriation of1.

1. The sick and wounded not likely to reoover
in one yenr and who require treatment and
“whose mental snd physical fitness Appem
to have ‘suffersd considorable diminution.*

8 "Hwiss internment of prisoners of war'w.Heport from the Sviss Oonmln’.on
in the United Stntes by Fdouard Fawvre, Jan. 1917

9 Oarnor, International Law and the ¥orld ¥ar, Yol. 3, p. 85

10 47 Stut. 2067
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dion or botpluuuuon 48 urged, especially in nearepathia . .
- and psychopathic cases and in all caves invelving tubsroulesis. -

The apecified mwu fa 1I are %0 be considered as
nlutrnun. 10b mxutn.

Both the Mn plan of 1916, and the .ummm provl.m w
$ho Model Agresment, envisaged free use of the facilities as occasien shall
arise. KEumerioal axchanges wers not contemplated. In prastics, however, .
shis policy, promhly advertently, has’ not always hem fonovod ’

At s uttor of general interest 4% might be peinted out th asoording
" $6 inSernational 1aw lxwmane or charitable: aels. preforned By & neutyal ouAlYy
4o not violate its meutrality even if preformed only on Yehalf of subjeots

of one belligerent,)}

11 Procsstings of the Americen Institute of Internationsl lav 1981, p. 106-7
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. APR 28 1984
:m ¥r. Berle RN R

YROM: J, N, Pehle T

T I have your nesarandum or Apru 22, 19Un x'ofox'rlng to ny
aosorandua of April 18 and the attached pro,:oud cable to .
szinutcr Hmlsan conuming Andre Blu-ul. '

The War Refugee Board hu, of ccnru, no particulu-
interest in Blumel. On the other haod, it is vitally interested
in deteradning whether the hospitalization technique iz feasible,
And although the Beard has been on record alwost singe the date
of 1ts oreation as mot helng ih a position to: coneera iteelf
with iniividual osses, we have not shrunk from dealing with
indaividual caces whers it was necedsary to do sc in order to
test the feasibllity of a rnliof or eseape device. .

Accordingly, I would npprocut- it nry mich 1 yau vanld
reconsider the proposed aessage concerning Blumel, bLearing in . -
aind ‘that so far as we are con¢erned sny other individual may: be
tubstituted as the subject of the expariment, Of course, if
such substitution iy made,. it aay be necepsary (o delets any
roference to the mrtm Friende ucrﬂ.on (:ond.ttoo :

lmvtared) 2, W 9

LcLesserials 4/28/44
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Y o . April 22, 1944

MEHORANDUR POR MR. PIHLER

Your memorandum of April 18, This is a vequest
from the Amorican Frionds dervice Committes asking
special interventlon far Andre Blwmsl, sacretary to
former Prine Hiniater Blum, They want him roleased ‘
fron internuent and aent to Switzerland; want us $o- .
‘ask the Swias to do %t : S ; a

Ve oan not. Blumel is not o refugee ény morc tham = ~ g %‘f*’
any cther French citizen, and there are many thousands
of them in internment. The :swiss atill recopnize Vichy, - .
and this-men is a politlcal prisoner of the Vichy Gove . : !

- ernment, The United States has no pesuliay relations
with him apart from rany thousands of 'othera entitling
‘us to ssk speolal trestment for them; if we are $o use
up whatevor limited influcnce we have (1f any) we should
ho obliged to use it first for political priscners whoss
release wonld be of benefit to the United Nations,

% I dun't blame the Friends Service Coimittos Loy
wanting to take care of their friends, but 1f we start
using the Yar RKefupgee Board for thut, 1t will loss itz
roal significance, Further, if the Armerican Covernment
ataits using the Swiase for that, they will lose any
ability to take care of either our prisoners or the -
real refugees, ’ : : - .

J\dou As '—BVQVX‘-IV.', Jx_-'.,_
Assistant 3ecratary
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Cable froa far Refiges Board to Harrivon at 2mm- sechuud .

. The Aseriean Frhmda .,crvloa f:e-nm npartl Mviug u!‘arm-_i
tion to ths effect that Andre Blumel, forzerly seeretary to forwer
Premior Blua of France is interned by the Gercans and is zo uria\llly
111 ar 1o be hdangara{dngh unless he 15 prmuyrwudta
place shere mors adsjuate medic:l eare is availabls to hims - Fhile
w2 ave wnasare of any pruvious instsnee vhere » olvilian iutersoe has
besn released by the interning power for hospitalisstion 1o a Mul
country, you are resueated to approach appropriste officisls of the
Swiss gowernwsnt and inquire shether they would be willing ¢o a;proadx T
Cerassy i an offort to procure Blumel!s release for m;»mm.uon
in 8-1tur1and

It is suggested that a mhniq\n siailay tﬁ that dmlopod by
the foles in 1916 for srisopers of war, end later osbodied im the -
Genevs C:nference of 1929 snd the Model Agresnsnt aunexed thereto,
aight be esployed, #ith cuch suitable guarantees and um&aee: to
tha Jorzuns as the cxremct.anua #ay Warrent, e )

Funds for Blunsl's tmzspcm.ut.lon, uauical and hos*‘-!.hl uponul
'tl't “vnilahl.. R .

. Pleuo kuo the ifar Rcru‘u Board ndviged of any émhpmun
in this watter,

THIS 1S WHB BERH CABLE MO, 1 -

: mmu.wmmmumuuxu-bmu ,
represntatives in the fisld, the Fosdd, commensing with this ubl.,
‘mmumxu.bmu“m tative senseentiwly,
replying to Board esbles kindly refer to the WAB desipmtien, Yeu'
mu;mmmnu-ur mumn—u ,

Py T
April 18, 1944
11125 aum,

Niss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, DuBois, Frisdwan, Hodel, Laughlin,
Lesser, Mann, Pehls, Bh-rt, c.ntnl Fles, c.u. Control Files

WledWriale 4/13/k4
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