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Ofice of the Dean August 28, 1945,

Yiss Florence Hodel,
assistant Executive Director,
Jar Refugee Board,
\tashington 25, D. C.
Dear Yiss Hodel:
Thank you very much for retuming my,

/
copy of the summary of my report to the Presi-

dent and I appreciate also the extra copies,

Cordially yours,

#
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London, England

e Pnr.g“ mt;it.c House,
Washington,
My dear Mr, President:

Pursuant to your latter of June 22, 1945, I have the honor to - _
Present to you a partial report uwpon my recent mission to Furope to i AN
inquire into (1) the conditions under which displaced psrsons and pare =
ticularly those who may be stateless or non-repatrisble are at pressat
uvmé, especially in Germany and Austria, (2) the needs of such per-
sons, (3) how those needs are being met at present by the military _
authorities, the governments of residence and international and pri- D
vate reltef bodies, and (4) the views of the possibly nom-repatrisble : -
persons as to their future destinations, i S

My instrustions were to give partieular attention £o the proe N _
blens, needs and views of the Jewlsh refugess among the displaced peoce L
ple, espeolally in Oermany and Austria, The report, partioularly this : ' S
partial report, accordingly deals in the main with that growp. : L

On numerous oocasions appreciation was expressed by the victirs
of Hael persecution for the interest of the United States (Governmeat 4n
them, As my report chows they are in need of attention and help, Up
to this point they have:been "liberated” more in a ,mmy sense than
actually,- For reasons explained in the report, theil;- particﬁiu pio- i
blems, to this time, have not been given attention to any appreciable
extent Wntly they feel that thsy, who wers in so many ways the _ 7
firet and vorst victins of Nasim, are being noglected by their 1tbera- - . .

tors,

Upon my request, tho ﬁpér@nﬁ of State authorimed Dr, Joseph
J. Schwarts to jodn me in the mission, Dr, Schwarts, Europsan Director
of the Anerican Joint Distribition Comrdttes, was granted a leave of
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Abm from that organisation for the pwpoze of aceompm ne, :iﬂp v

long and varied experience in refugee probleas as well ss hiw rmﬂhn-
ity with the Continent and tho people mads Dr, Schwarts a most valuable :
assosiatej this report represeats our joint views, cmunclusions and re-
commndations,

During various portions of the trip I had, also, the aseistance
of lir, Patriok M, lalin, Vics Director of the Intergovernmental Ceexittes
~ on Refugses and Nr, Horbert Kstaski of the Tor Nafuges Board, Theee
goutlemsn, likewlse, have had considerabls experisnce in refuges matters,
Mrudstmoandcooponuonnnmthdpruli{thiomortho
survey, '

1
CERUANY. AMD AUSTRIA
Conditions 4

(1) Generally spesking, three months after V-B Day and even
longer after the liberantion of individual growps, isany _Jewinh,d’.gphood
psrsons and other possibly non-repatriables are living wder guard be-
hind barbed-mire fences, in camps of several dessriptions, (bullt by
the Gemmans for slave-laborers and Jews) including same of the most
notoxious of the concentration camps, amidst orowdad, frequantly unsani-
tary and generally grim conditions, in complete idleness, with no oppore
tunity, except surreptitiously, to commnicate with the cutelde world,
waiting, hoping for mm word of encoumgazaént and aetion in their be-
half,

(2) "¥hile thers has been marked improveaent in the health'of =~

survivors of the Hasi starvaticn and peré»nu;m progres, thore are

. many pathetic malnutrition cases both among the hospitalied and in the
goneral population of the cazpa, . The death rato has besn high since
1iber.tion, as was to be expested., (ns Army Chaplain, a Rabbi, per-
sonally attendsd, since 1iberation, 23,000 burials (0% Jews) at Berger
Belsen alons, one of tho largest and most vicicus of the concentration
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casps, where, incidentally, despite persistent reports to the contrary,

fourteen thousand displaced pei-scné are still ldving, including over
seven thousand Jews, At many of the camps and centers, Mclddjgé, t.ho»uq.
wherd serious starvation cases are, there is a marked and s’erioua; lack

of needed nedical sup;lies,

(3) Although sore Camp Commandants have managed, in spite of the A

many obvious difficulties, to find clothing of one kind or another for
their charges, many of the Jewlsh displaced persons, late in July, had

" no clothing othsr than their concentration camp gard ~ a rather hideous

striped pajama effect = while othars, to their chagrin, were ohliged to
wear Gemzan 5.5, uniforms. It ie questionable which clething they hate
the more, T
(4) iith a few notable exseptions, nothing in ths way of a pro-
gram of activity or organised effort toward mhabiutatio;\ has been ine
augurated and the internees, for they aro litaerally such, have Uttle to
do axcept to dwell upon their plizsht, the uncertainty of tholir future
and, what is more wnfortunate, to draw cmpuriamé batween their treai‘.-

ment "under the Cermans” and "in liberation”, Bsyond knowing that they

are no longer in danger of the gas chambers, torture, and other forms of -

violent death, they ses — and thore is — little changs, The moraid of
those*who are either statelsss or who do not wish to return to their
countries of nationality is very low, They hava u:ltncaud guat nativity
and offiociency in Murriing,peoplo to their homeq but they hear or see
nothing in the way of plans for them and consequently théy wonder and
rrcquently ask dmt "liberation" neans, Thie ait\mtion ia oonsid-ubly

accantn.at.od when, ‘a8 4n s0 many oauu, -they are ablo to look fm thoir

crowded and bare quarters snd ses tha Geyman civiuan population, pare
ticularly in the rural areas, to all appearances livin: noymal lives in
their orn howses,

(5) The most absorbing morry of thess Nasi and war ﬂobm con-
soms rolatives e wives, hmbaudl,r parents, children, Kost of them




have been separated for three, four or five years and they cannot- mderstand

why the liberators should not have undertaken Luadiately the organized ef— o :

fort to re~unite famdly groupa, kost of t.he very little uhich has bun dono
in this direction has been informal action by the displaced persona t.lwn-
selves with the aid of devoted Ammy Chaplains, frequmtly Rabbis, and the
Samerican Joint Distribution Committes, Broadcasts of nazes and locations

by the Psychological iiarfare Division at Ltmbourg have baen helpful, ale-
though the lack of receiving sets has handicapped the offectiveness of the
prograz, Even whers, as has been happening, information has been received
a8 to_relatives 1iving in other camps in Gemmany, it depends on the personal
attitudo and disposition of the f:mpi‘cmdant whother permiseicn can be
obtained or assistance received to follow up on the information, Some Camp
comrandants are quite rigid in this particular, while others lend overy of-
fort to jJoin family groups, - 7

(6) 1t 18 difficult to evaluate the food mituation falrly because
one cust be mindful of the fact that quite generally .foqd is scarce and 1g
likely to be zore sc durinz the winter shead. On the otﬁer hand, in pré-
sentin: the facutal situation, one must raise the question as to how wmuch
loager izany of thess people, particularly those who have ;ver such a long
pericd felt persecution and near starvation, can survive ;an a diet oomposed
principally of bread and coffee, irrespactive of the caloric content, In
rany csamps, the 2,000 calories included 1,250 calories of a black, wet and
oxt,remely unappetizing bread. I recaived the distinet impression and con~ -
siderable subst: ntinting infomabion that large nunbers of the Cerman. popu~
lation — again r:x‘incipnlly in ths mral arspg -~ have g nore varded and
palatable diet t.h:m ia tho case with the displucod porsons, The Gm:xp Com
mandantg puh in their rcquioitions with ‘the oman burgaomiator and many
seezed to accapt whatovor he tumcd ovar ag boinp the bast that. vias a\milable.

(7) Hany of the budldings in which gﬂaplacoc{ persons are housed
are clearly unfit for wi:tor use and overywioro tharéélo groat concem about
the prospect of o conplets J‘nék of fuel, There 1o overy Vlikelihood that
closs to a nillion displaced persons vill bo Gewsany nnd Austria when wine
ter sots in. Tho cutlook in many areas a& far as shelter, food and fuel

are concerned is anfthing but bright,

" e
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HEEDS OF THZ JE4S : B
fidle it is impossible to state accurately the number of Jews now
in that part of Oerman not under kussian occupation, all indicaﬁoné ﬁéint
to the fact that the number is suall, mith ono hundred thousand probably
the top figurey some informed persona contend the number is considerably-

amaller, Tho principal nationality groups ars Poles, Hungarians, Rumanians,

Germans and Austrians, )

/ The first and plainest need of thess people is a recognition of.
their actusl status and by this I meah thoir status as Jews, Host of them
have spent years in the worst of the concentration camps, In many vages,
althoush the full extent is not yet known, they are the sole survivors of
their familios and many have been through the agony of witnessing the de~
struction of their loved onos. Understandably, therefore, their pfesent
condition, physical and rental, is far worse than that of other groups,

fhile SHAEF (now Cozbincd Displaced iorsons Ixseutive) policy
direstives have recognised formerly persecuted bersons; inoluding enemy. and
ex-enemy nationals, as one of the special catepories of displaced persons,
the general practice thus far has been to follow oaly nationality lines,
iihile adnittedly it is not nomually desirable to set aalde particular racial
o religious groups from their nationality categoriea, the plain truth 1a _
that this wao done for so long by the Nasis that a group haa been oreated

#hich has apoo:lal needs, Jews as Jewo; (not' as nembera of their n‘ationality‘

groups) havo boen wora severely victirdsmed than the non-Jewlsh vmcmberb of
the sxna or other nntimmntiaa.

nhen ‘they are now conaidemd only as mambera nf nntimality grou,ps,
tho result is that speclal attention cannot be g.lvnn to thelr admittoély
groator noeds bocauss, 1t 48 cuntended, doiné 80 would:oonatifut.o pro-
ferentiol truatient and lead to trouble with tho non-—Jévdsh portion of the

particular nationality group,

o




Thus there is a distdnotly wnrcalistic appreach to the problem,
ilefusal to recognise the Jews as such has the effect, in this ai‘bnﬁtim,‘

of closing one's eyes to their former and more barbaric pamcution, which

has almady rade them a separate group =1th greator needs, S
Thelr second great need can be presented only by discussing what 1
found to be their _ ., ‘
YISHES A8 HATIONS
(1) For reasons that are obvicus and need not be laboxid, most Jews
want to leave Germany and sustria as socn as possible, That is their first |
and great expraseed whsh and while this report necessarily deals with other

needs present in the situation, nian,y of the ?oople themsslves fear other sug-
gestions or plane for their benefit beocause of tho possibility that attention
might thereby be diverted from the all-important watter of 'oﬁouati,on from
Germany. Their desire to leave Gemuany is an urgent one, Tho 1ife which
they have ledd for the past ten years, a life of fear and weanderding and phy-
sical torture, has made them fmpatient of delay. They want to be svacuated

to Palestins now, just as other national groups are being repatriated to a3

e

their homes, They do not look kindly on the idea of vaiting around in idle-
ness and in discomfort in a German camp for rany montha until a leisurely
solution 1s found for them,

(2) Some wish to retum to théir countries of nationaliiy but as
to this there is considerable nationelity variation. Very few Polish or
Baltic Jews wish to roturn to their countriesj higher percentages of the
Hungarisn and Rumanian groups wimt to ret.um,glthough‘ scme hasten to add that
it aay be only'wnporarily in ordox}' to 1ook for rolativea, Samavot the Oer-
man Jews, eapsoially those who nave Sntermarried, profer to stay in Germany,

, (3) : tth respect to possiblo Places of. taabgt(lésiff?ntff;or.;hdao: ﬁ‘ho-' L

usy be statoless or who do not wish to retum to their homen,bPAlutino is
definitely and pre-e.zinenf.ly the first choice. any now have relatives there,
vhile others, having erperionced intolorance and porsecution in thoir home-
lands for years, feel that only in Palestine will they be welcowed and find
peace and quiet and be given an opportunity to 1ive and work, In the case

of the Foldsh and tho Haltic Jows, the desire to go to Paleastine is based in

a great majority of the cases on a love for the country and a devotion to the

‘Zionist ideal, It is also trus, howiior, that thore are many who nish to‘go .
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Palestine becauss thoy realise that their opportunity to be adnitted into

the Cnited States or into other countries in the Hestern hmllphcu le nm!hd,
if not impossible, ﬁ’habmr the motive which causes them to %urn to Pn].ol- -

tine, it is undoubtedly truo that the groat majori.t.y of the Jcn no' m Gor- o

zany do not wish to retum to those cowitries from whicb th;y_ emm.. ]
(4) Palestine, while clearly the choico qf'mos't,: is not the only
naced place of possible emigration, Soua, bub the nuuber is not large, wish

to emigrate to tho United States whave they haye relatives, othemto England,

the British Domirions, or to South America,

Thus the second great need is the prompt development of a plan to
got out of Cermany and Austria as many as possible of those who wish it,

Jtherwise the needs an;wilhu of the Jewlsh groups ameng the dis-
placed persons can be simply stated: among their physical needs are olothing
and shoes (most sorely needed), mors varied and palatable diet, gfedicines, -
beds and mattresses, reading materials, The olothing for the caups too is
requisitioned from the Gorman population, and whether thore is not suffioient
quantity to be had or the Gerzan population has noﬁﬁ‘been willing or has not ,
beon compelled to give up suffioient quantity, the internees fesl parbiouhrly
bitter about the state of their clothing when they ses hos well the Geman
population is still dressed, Ths Geman populntion today 18 6t411 the bomt
dressed population in all of Furope, 7 | '

Ix
¥ EDS A
" - Aside from having brought relisf from the fear of axt.ommnuon,

hoapitalimtion for tho sericus ltamtion caaea and -eone general hprow- ;
ment in conditions under vhich tho nmaining displaeed persons ars compollod
to live, rolativoly lj.ttle btyond the plzm mg ntaga has boon doae, dur.lng
the poriod of nass mpntmtion, to met the npcoial nwdo of tho fomorly
perseocutod groups,

WRRA, being neither suf{iciently organifm_l or oquippqd nor auth-
oriced to cperate dieplaéod jersons ompi or centers on any large coalse,
has not been in position to make any substantial contribution to’the
situation, Regrottably therc has been a disinolinaticn on the part of
many Camp Comeandants to utiliss WREA persoanel oven to the extent

availsble, though it must bo admitted that in many situations this re
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sulted fron unfortwiate experiences Ammy officers had with IHRRA pore. .
soanel vho were unqualificd and inadequate for the responsibility in-

volved, Them, too, in the imerican and British Eones, 1t too frequently
; occurred that WMKRA perscanel did not include z:nguah-apwdngmmbbri i _ |
F and this hacpered proper working relationships. ' - § S :‘W
Wnder these oircumstances, WNKRA, to which has been assigned the | S !

responsibility for go-ordinating activities of privﬁte social welfare
agencies, has been in awkward position when it came to considering and C ‘
acting upon proposals of one ld.nd or anothexr submitted by wel) qualified ' o
agencies which wuld aid and supplement military and UHRRA responaibilities,
The result has been that, wp to this point, very few private soolal
agencies are working with displaced persona, inoluding the Jewa, although
the eituation cries out for thoir services in many different wayd.

It must be said, too, that because of their pre-ocaupation with
mass repatriaticn and because of housing, personnsl.and transport dif-
ficulties, the rmilitary authorities havé ahom considerable resistence to . C
the entrance of voluntary agency representatives, no mat.tor how qualified
they wizht bs to help neet existing needs of displaced poraons.

a

1. How that the worst of the preasum of rass repatriation 1s
over, it is ‘n::\t unreasonable to tfug;zaﬁ ihat in the next and parhaps
mora diffic;ﬂt persad those who havo suffered wost and lonzest be iven
£irat and not last stteition, , -

.,pecirically, in the daya imsdmtely nhoad, t.he Jm m Gemny
and Austria should havs the Lirst claim upen the cc«nueienc@ of the poople
of the United itatea nnd Great Dritain and the nxilitn!’y and other per—
sonnel who reprenent ther. in work belng done in Germsny and Auatm.

2, I'.Vacuatian fr-cm Gomuny sheuld by the aphasized themo, polioy

and praotico. :




(a) Racoznising that repstriatjon is moat desirable from tl{sé at,un,d:-.

point of sll concerned, the Jems who nish to return to their om comt_x'iai
slould be aided to do &0 without further delay, %ﬂxatdﬁr spaoial uuiiq;@r is
doeded to accomplish this with raspect to countries of recsption or consent of
Eggitar,-f or othor authorities shonld be undertaken with energy and determdnae »
u:i\. Unless thie and other action, about to bo sugzested, is taken, sube
stantial unofficial and wnauthorieed movesants c;fl poople rust be exected, and
these will require considerabls force to prevent, for the patienss of many of
the peresons involved ig, and in a1y opinion with Justifieation, noaring the
breaiddng point. 1t cannot be overemphasised that cany of thess people ars
now desperate, tiut they have become acg@tmad under Gerwan rule to anploy
svery posalble means to peach their end, and that the fear of death does not
restrain the:, '

(b) with respect to those who do not, for sood measons, wish to re-
turn to thoir homes, prompt planning should likewise bo mdet'taker'_x. In this
eonnection, the issue of ialastine rmust be fased. How that such large nuse
bers are no longer involved and if thore is any genulne a_vmpat)w for wvhat.
these survivors have endured, scae reasonable oxbeasion or medificaticn of
the British iinite Faper of 1939 ought to be popaibla x%iﬁmuétoq sariocus re-

percussions, ¥For noiso of Lhe Furcpsan Jewpy there is no acceptable or_'om

decent solutim for their fulure othor than iFalostino, This is sasd on a pure- .

1y huzndiurian busins with no referencs to idealoglesl or politieal conniders-
ti(;ll go far ua ialestine 1o concomed. |

It 'iﬁi\*{ m;‘oerding, baaod upon x?nablo iufou-mbiod,thnt ool
tificates for dandgration to Falestine ‘Efill bn practically exhaustod ﬁy the
end of the current month (i.ﬁgzunt 1945)¢ sih'nt.r Jo the future to be? To W-
cno who has visited tho c;mcmt.,rat.ipéyc@pra;a;ld_' who. haubnl.ked with the de~
8eirdng éuwivén‘s, it 771:: Mtﬁlng short of cainésiﬂmi'to noyntmmlstia’ that-
the gaton of ralestine should bo soon closed,

Tha Jonlsh Amcy of }“qlo&t.i.na has subsdtted t(’; ths Dritish Covermns=
eant a pebition flat ono hmdt‘o& thoun.nd additicnal Lasdgration certiricates
be sade avallable, & cemorandua accompanying the petition nakes a perevanive
ghosring with rospect to the Lwedinte absorptive

eV
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capacity of Palsstine and the current, astusl man-powar ahortageaA thq:ﬁ.f

iille there cay bs room for difference of oplulca as ko
‘the precise nuaber of such certificates which might under the cirmn— :
#tances bo considered reasonable, there is no question but thﬁt'th& re-
quest thus made would, if granted, contribute much to the sound solution
for the future of Jows still in Germany and Austria and even other dig.
placed Jews, who do not ish either to remain there or to return to thely
countries of nationnldty,

o other sincle matter ias, therefore, so inportant from the view.
point of Jews in Cermany snd Austria and those oléénhore who have knomn
the horrors of the concentration camps as &s the disposition of the
Palestina question,

Dr, ilugh Dalton, a proninent meoabsr of the new British Govern~
ant, 38 roported as having said at the Labour Party Conference in May
19451 ‘

“Thie Party has laid it dom and repested it so receantly as last
APTAL ceeese that this time, having regard to the unspeakzble horrors.
that have been perpetrated uypon the Jews of Genneny and other occupied
countries in Europe, 1t s morally wrong and politieally indefensible
to innose obstaocles to the entry into Prlestine now of any Jemws hhp dow
sfre to 0 there ,essee o are somatimes told that x}ot all Jows desire
to 70 to Falestino, iell, it &e for them to make wp their minds as to
whother or not they’w desire to go, That we have declared at this utngn
howsvor, in that 4f thoy dosire to fo to Palestine wo should not stand
in their ray, but, on the contrary, -;Vserahog;lgl rnoﬂi_tagpffthqh‘;&omg'
hy ihe pmvlﬂofnj ﬁi‘ 'w.x'rious kinds o!r'f Qcohémio huéig{qﬁa i.n varioul
fonns for the develojsmont of the Land of Promise and que in a world
which, f'ov the Jews, has been blackened to aﬁ axtent which none of us
who ars not Jews cun Login to "apgmointe or to undorstand,

" Yo donsider Jewleh Lrunigration into I'elestine should be

(XX

pormitted without the present limitations vhich obstruct it, and we
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also have stated elearly that this ia not a matter m;_dh should Nm i B
zarded as ono for which the British Covemment alone-should take respon~ .

sibility} but as it comes, as do many others, in the intamatibdéi .
field, it is indispensable that there should be closs agﬁaemant ‘and co_;-' :

= operation among tho British, Amerioan and Soviet Goyermumonts, .particular_-
1y if wa arc goin; to get a sure settlement in Palestine snd the surw

roundding countrios . ,eeees If wo are to gt an agréed sobilement, if

it is to stand fin: and unshaken by changes from year to year, it is

indispensable that it should be backed and supported by the American and

Soviet Governments, as well as by the British Governuent, and in my

view steps should be takon in consultation with those two Governnenta

to see whether we cannot get that comnon support for & pollcy which will

gdve us s happy, a free and prosperous Jovwish State in Polesting .....t
If this can be said to represent the viewpoint of the new Gov-

ermuant in Oreat Britain, it certainly would not be S.Mppmpriete for

-

the United States "overnment to expross {ts interest 1n and support of

e

soze equitabls evlution of the question which wowuld @ke it possible »
for some reasonable mmber of Zurope's persecuted Jews, now homeless un-
der any fair view, to resettle in Palestino. That is their wuh and 1t
io vendered desirable by the goneran,y;aceeptod poldoy of permitting
i fanily groups to units or reunite, » - |
(c) The United States should, wnder exisbing immigration
laws, pemalt reasonablo numbers of aﬁch{'ppraoné to come );ore, ngain pat-
tioularly thone vho have fandly tied 4n this country, -hs indicated » o
earlier, tho numbar 'ahé denire onipration to tho United States ;B nbt
1f Omat Britadn and the United States mora to bake the actions
rocited, 4t might tho tore readily be that other countries would 1ike-
wing he willing to keop their doors roasonsbly c»poh for a\ich h\icwni—-}
tarfan gcneidoraticns and to demenstrats in & practies) ranner tho!.f

dLoapprovel of Nagd jioliey vhioh unfortimately has polsoned so mmch of

nurops,

s
\
1
|
t




~2-

3. To the extent that such migration from Gsmany -and Aus’tria
is delayed, sane imesdiate temporary sslubion zust be- roumi. 1‘1} .""W ee_v
vant thers will be a substantial numbar of the perasecuted garaons who (
are nol physically fit or otherwise presently prepared for emigréf.ioﬁ; '

Here I fesl strongly that greater and nors axbaﬁai;re offorts
should be :ade to get them out of cauzps for they are slck of liﬂng-in
camps., In ths first placs, there is real nead for such spsvialissd
places a8 (a) tuberculosls sanitaria and (b) rest humss for those who

are nentally 111 or vho need a pfriod of readjustmont before living again .

in the world at large — anywhers, JSome will requirs at least short per-
1ods of trainin; or rotraining before they ocan bs really useful citigzans,
But speaking more broadly, there is en oppoztuniﬁy here to give
sose real weaning to the policy agreed upon at Potadam, If it bo trus,
as seens to be widely conceded, that the Genuan people at i.érga do not
have any eease of gudlt with respect to the war andb_its causss and re-
sults, and if the policy is to be "To convines the Usmaan people that
they have suffersd a total rdlitary defoat and that thoy camot escape
rosponsibility for vhat they have brought upon themsclves, "then it is
difficult to understand vhy so msm,' displaced persons, particularly
those who have 8o long ‘been psraeccuted and whbée ropatriation or ro-

settlesent is likely to be delayed, sliould bo conmpelled to live in crude,

over—crwded cazps vwhile the Goraan poople, 1n rural areas, oout.mue
undi.sturbed in thelr hmﬂ. .

AB mf.tera now stund, we appear to be tmatmg, tho Jews as the
. Hagis treated them except thal ve do not. eacbominato ghm;j,;-;'?hé;h are-in.
doﬁcmtﬁﬁion caups m lafge mﬁbers ‘undor our rmilitary f;uand instead
of 5., troopa, nmo is led tu acador wiother the Uonaan prople, aseing
this, arc not supposing thut we are i’ollordn:{ orlxitr léaab colléz:hcg Hazd
poliey. ‘ '

1% sew:o wuch rore equitable snd ag 4t ashould bo to witness tho

very few plnces whore foarloess and unéompronising rdlitary officers have
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elther requisitioned an entire village for the benefit o:‘dlsplﬁcﬁd .
persons, compelling the German population to £4nd housing where they

cnn, or hava requirsd the logal populaticn to billet a raasonable mn-
bet.of them, Thus ths dieplaced persons, including the peraacutod,

live more like normal people and less like prisonars or oriminals or

horded sheep, Thay are in Germany, most of them and cortainly the Jews,

through no fault or wigh of their owmn, This fact i3 in this fashion
being brought hoase to the Gemman people but it is being done on ton
amall a scale. -

At many places, however, the iilitary government officers mni.p
fest the utmost reluctance or indisposition, if not timidity, about
incoaveniencing the Oerman pepulation., They oven say that their job
18 to got communities woriking properly and soundly ag;'ai.n, that they
must "l4ive with the Cermans while tho dps (displaced persons) are a
aore tomporary problem", Thus (and 1 am ready to cite the example) if
a zroup of Jews are ordored to vacate their temporary qunrb&s, neaded
for silitary purposes, and there are two possiblg sites, one a block
of flats (modest apartmonts) with conveniences and the other a seriss
of shabby buildings with outside toilet and washing facilities, the
burgecoister readily succeeds in persusding the Torm: l,.ajor to allot
tho®lattor to the displaced persons and to save the former for retnm—
ing Gerwan civilians, ,

This tendency reflects itaelf in other ways, namoly in the em-
ploynent of Corman elviliann in the offices of mntar'y governent of-
ficers when equally qualiﬁod parsonne]. could ennuy ba foum\ a.mong
the dieplnced persona whou ropatriation 1a not im:lnent. Actually
there have beon sltuntions where displaced peresons, eapecinlly Jews,
have ApawAaeidy found it difficult to obtain nudiencea with ﬁxilitnry
sovermnmont authorities bacause Athoy hivo besh obliged to go throuph
Consan employecs wino have not taciiitated matters,

Quite genorallf, insuffioiont wse is made of the services of

displaded porsons, any of them are ablo and sager to work but ap-
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parently they are not onsidered in this regard. " #hile apprecisting that’
languags difficulties ave sosetimes involved, I e convinced that, both
#ithin and outside camps, greater use cculd be made of thepo,x:sonal.aexh_
vices of those displaced persons who in all 1ikelihood w411 bs on hand -
for soze time, Happily in soms c@a every effort is made to utilise
the services of the displaced persons and these are apt to be the:belb
camps in all raspacts,
4 To the extent that (a) evacuation from Germany and Austris
is not irmmediately possible and (b) the formerly parsecuted groups can~
not bs housed in villages or buloted with the German popilation, I re-
commend urgently that separate carps be sst up for Jews or at leawt.f"l-
those who wish in the absance of a better o’oluﬂon_’to be in such canpa, ’
There are soveral reasons for this: (1) a great majority want it ‘
(2) it 18 the only may in which administratively their apsoial needs and
problems can be met without charges of preferential’troa‘tmt or (oddly S W
enough) charges of "discrimination” with respest to Jewlsh agencies now - b
prepared snd ready to give them assistance, o ‘ :
In this connection, I wish to emphasize that it is not a case
of singling out a partioular group for speelal priviiegea. It is a mat~
ter of raising to a more noma} 1ev’e‘;l the position pf a group which has
been depressed to the lowest depths conceivable by years of organiwed
and inhumen oppression, The ﬁiasuroa neceasary for their Nébitubioh
do not cone 'dthin any roasonable Mterprat.ntion of pr:l.vilogod treatument
and are raqu.ind by’ considerationa of Justice and humanity.

‘rhere has been soue tendsncy at apota in thé diraotion of upar—
ate cmpn ‘for thoss who might be found to ba stntelua oy noa-ropat.rhblo
or whose r’opntrin’tioh"is 1ikely to bs deferred LL tine, Actually, too,
this wans announced sono timo ago as SHAI?I' pol:loy,;but. 1n practice it has
not been taken to mean much for thoro is (understandably if not carried

too far) a refussl to conterplate posaiblo stotelessness snd an insis-
tence, in the intorests of the large ropatriation program, to consider
all as repatriable, This results in a resistance to anything in the way |
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- of spscial plannin; for the “hard cored, 31thoush all admit. it 1a thero
“znd w41l inevitably appesr, #hile speaking of camps, this should bo - " ,
;:ointed outt hile it ray be that cunditions in dermany snd %uetria are
st11l such that certain conbrol measures are required, thsre secns- Ut
tle justification for the continuance of barbed—vdro fencea, armed
¢uards, and prohibition sgainst lesving the camp except Ly passes, which
&t some places are i1liberally granted, Prevention of locting is given
as the reason for these stern measures but it is interesting that 4n
portions of the Seventh Army area where greater libarty of movement in
and out of camps is given there is aotuz;lly mych lass pluadering than
in othor areas whore people, wishiny to loave camp temporarily, nust:.
do 80 by stealth, ; N

5. aa quickly as pouosiblo, the actual operation of such camps
should Lo tumed over Lo a aivilian agenoy - IMRRA, That organization
i8 aware of weaknesses in its present structurs and is pr'es;ing't.o |
resedy them, In that connection, it is belioved that greatt;r assistance
could be given by the rilitary authorities, upon whon any eivilisn a- .
gency in Oermany and iwstrda today 18 nocessarily dependent so far ps
housing, transport and otlior iteis are concerned. While it is true the
pilitar, hnve been urging UNIPA to et ready to asaume:mépﬁnsibinty, !
1t {s slso the fnot that iasufficient cooperation of an active nature
has besn givin to accomplish the desired enn.

6, G8ince, in any ovnnt, the nilitary nuthorities must ncouaarny
conbinua to ;articipnte in the progran frn- nll diu;:lnced pornona, (129
yoeially sith respect tn housing, trzmsporb, aecurity, and oerta!n aup-
plies, iL ia mco*rffandad that thore Le a m'vic.- of th@ military por-
sernel aelected for Cusp ros:andant positiona, Jome servingt at preemt;,
roile periaps adequate for the mags mpabx;iaticvn Joby Amihmnu‘estly
ungnited for ths longer-tem job of working In a .cwp cosponsd of poo~
ple vhooe repatriastion or rosaltieant 13 likely to be deldyod. Officers
vwho have had sovwe background or oxperience in soclal welfare wori are to
be preferred und it is beliaved tlure are some who are available, It is

)
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most imcortant that the officers meiscted be synpathetic with the pro-
gram and that they be temperzentally able to vork and to co-operah Vd.th
UNRRA and othcr relg\ and welfare agencles,

7« Pending the assuaztion of reaponsibility for oﬁ,émﬁiona by
UIRRA, it would be desirable if a'more extensive plan of field visitaw
tien by appropriate Amy Group lieadquarters be instituted, It is be-
lievod that m;xny of the conditions now exist.ﬁg in the camps wonld not
bs tolerated if more intinately knom by supervisory officers through
inapsction tours,

8, It is urgently recowvsénded that plane for tracing services,
now under conaideration, be ascelerated to fhe fullest. extent posaible
and that, in this samo direction, communication services, Af on open
postal cards only, be rade availabls to displaced persons within Gor-
many and Austria as soon as poassible, The diffioulties are appreciated
but it 1s believed that if the anxlety of the people, so long abused
and harassed, ware fully understood, ways and means 'couid be found with~
in the near future to zake such oorzr.xmﬁcation and ﬁrgcing of relatives
poasible, I belleve also that some of the private agencles could be
helpful in this direction if given an oppo¥tunity to funotion,.

v .
OTHFR COUSHTS
" “jinile I was instructed to report conditions as I found them, the
follouing shmﬁd bo added to nake the ﬁlcture conplotes
(1) ',\ gigantic task cch.l’.‘rc';nt;d thy occﬁpying ﬂ‘mies in Geman,y
and Auatria in bef.tm;, bagk Lo thuir lxuaoe us L.m,f ag poauiblc of the - :
%oro than aix Ldlnon dinplacod persons ruund An thoae countriecs, Leu
than three uonths after V-: Day, more than Iour,nd,\l,icu\ ol ‘such porsons
have been ropatriuted ~— & phenouzenal perforuance, Une's first 4~

prosoicn, in surveying Liw situation, 1o that of cwipleto adudraticn

for what hae voon accomplishod by the udlitary autiwritics in 80 milor~ '

ially reduciny the time as prodicted to be required for this stupendous
task, Praise of the highest order is dus all military units with re-




-17-

spoot to this phase of the post-fishting job. In dixmting attént.ioa :
to existingz eenditions which unquestichably require rea:edyin i t.‘hers ie'
no mtenti sn or wish to detract one particle froa the preceding statew:
mmts,

(2) "hile I did not actuslly ses oonditions as they exlsted ime
uediately after liberation I had then deccribed in detail sufficient to
zake entirsly eloar that there hss been, during the intervening poriod,
saze Amprovazent in the conditions under which most of the remaining
displaced rorsons are living, Reports which hive come cut of Germany
infomally from rofugees themselves snd from persons interssted in re.
fuses zroups indicate something of # tendeney not to take into aocount
the 11l sccpe of the overwhelming task and responsibilities faoknpg the
militury authorities, 'hils it is understandablo that those who have
been parsscutod and otherwise nistreated over such a lon;g: period should
be iapatient at vhat aporears to them to be undue delay in meeting their
snecinl needs, falrnsgs dictates that, in ovaluzztiﬁg the progress nade,
the entire problem and all of ite ramifications b kopt in mind, My

effort has been, therefors, to weigh quite carefully the iany complaints

wnde to e in the course of my survey, both b&' displaced poraons theme
s91ves and ia their behalf, in the liszht of tho raaﬁy responsibilities
which confrented the military authorities, R

(3) ¥hila for the sake of brevity thi;;l report necuparﬂy}éon-
ststed Yargely of peneral 5tatméntu;‘_}.t sfxould be rasomized that ex.
ce:tions a'dst nif;h rspact to practically all of oueh genoralisations,
ma hi #h ranking njlitsry author&.ty predicted, :ln adwmca oi' nw trip .-
thmur;h ('.ar.nny and Anstriu, that 1' vould tind, with reu,)aot. to cnmpe
eontainin: displaced g'.aex‘sons, “some,t.hat are quite good, oome that are
very bad, -ith the average something under s;tigf‘actory“. Yy subse-
quant trip confirmad that prediotiocn in all respects,

In order to fila this roport womptly so thot possibly scme

rexedial staeps nizht be considered at ns early o dato an possible, I

I
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hivu not taken time to analyse all of the notes made in the course of the
trip or to comment on the situstion in Francs, Belzium, Holland or Siitzqv—

1and, also visited, Accordingly, I respectfully request that this-report
_be considered as partial in nature. The problems present in Geﬁmny and

;ustria are guch more serious and difficult than in any of the. other countries
named and this fact, too, seemad to make desirable the filiﬁg of a partial

report immediately upon completion of the mission, '

In conclusion, I wish to repeat that the main solution, in many

ways the only real solution, of the problem lies in the quick svacuation of

all non-repatriable Jews in Germany and iustria, who wish it, to Palestine,

In order tc be effective, this plan must not be long delayed, The urgency

of the situation should be recognized, It is inhuman to ask paople to cone

tinue to 1ive for any length of time under their present conditions, The

ovaguation of tho Jews of Germany and isustria to Paleatine will solve the

problen of the individuals involved and will also remove a problem from the

military authorities who have had to deal with it. The armmy's ability to

move millions of people quickly and efficlently has been amply demonstrated, y
The evacuation of a relatively small number of Jews from Germany and Austris

will present no great problem to the military. ‘ith the end of the Japanese

war, the ship,ing situation should nléo become sufficiently ﬁvawd ﬁo make

such a move feasible, T_he civiliged world owes it to this hand.tulj of sur-

vivors to provide them with a home where they can azain settle doﬁn and be-

#in to ldvo as human beings, )
R;speobfp;lly,

' 'Faarlu()r. llnrriéon. ' . ?
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'London, Eaglend
Auguet’'d, 1948

The Praaucnt .
uhite House,
Waghington,
) Hy dear ¥r. President:
’ Pursuant to your letter of June 22, 1945 i hava ih.
honor to repdrt upgon my Peoent ntsnlon L 1) Eutopo to 1nqnlro
into (1) the conditions under which displaged persons and
partioularly those who may bes atateless or non-repatrisble
are at present living, espeeislly in Geraany and Austris,
(2) the needs of such persons, (3) how thoso needs sre veing
met at preasnt by the military suthorities, the gevninnantc
of residence snd intsrnational and private rallet boa:el.
and (4) the views of the possibly non—npatrubl.o peracmn ﬁa
to their futures destinations.
Hy instruotions were to give parsxculnr attantton to
the probless, nesds and views of the Jewish rorugoaa among
the disploced people, especially in Gerasny and &uatrsn. the
report nceordingly desls in the main’ uith that group.
On numerous ococasions appraciation was nxpro:se{ by
the viotiss of Mazi persecution for the intereat of the United.
_States Governaent in them. As ny report shows they are in
need of attention Qnd help. Up to this polnt they have boon
*1iberated” more in » ullit&ry'aongo then sotuslly. For |
resaons oxpleinad in the rapor;,itheir‘pgt:1ou1ar proﬁloue
have not becﬁ givoh oaraful sttention to -any aépieoxiblo ox~
tonsz -gonsequently thay tnal that they, - who sora in no many
ways tho first and worst victiss of ﬂn:tau, are being naglaotod
by their libarators,
Upon ny roqunnsgrtho,noénrtucnt of 3tats authorized
Dr. Joseph J. SQhwartsrto Join me in the mission. Dr. Gohwarts,
European Dirsator of the Ameriosn Jewish Joint Distribution
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7 Gomzittes, vas granted & leave of abbninuao MI thnl orguuu. s -
ticn for the purpese of aooo-panylng ne. 81; long .na ,,,“‘ 77-‘ l;%f
experience in refuges probleas as vell ae his. taauhrny with
the Continent and the people mede Dr, Schvarts a most. valuabxof

assoolate} thils report represenss our joint views, gonoluclonn“7
and recosaendations, ' o i o
During various portions of the trip Ihad, slwo, the |
assistance of Mr, Patriek M. Nalin, Vice Direotor of the -
tergovernmental Comaittes on Rofugess and Mr. Hepbert Katxkt |
of the ¥ar Refugee Board, These gentlenen ltkpvlgc havo hAA
considerable exparisnce in reofugee asttors. ?hoir dnblotadot_
and gooperation were most helpful in tho gourse ot ths aur- :

I
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vey. Statements in this report ocnoerntng the organzzntaonn
with which Dr. Sohwarts and Mr. Kslin are oonnao;g@ reppg;qnt.j
exolusively sy observations end donolusions. |
At all pointo in the roading of ihla _report the follow- V :
ing mattors should be kept ‘oonstantly i nlnat ' | , ‘
(1) &4 gigentioc taek confronted the ncuupying ar-xco n
Germany and Augtp&a in getting baok to ‘their homes as asny a8
possible of the more thnn%nxx million displaced persons found .
in those countries, Laas‘thln throa months Artov VE-Day,
more than four mtllion ot auoh personn have baen repatrlutod -
a phenosensl perfornanon. It te small vonder that, to aohlovo
this 1narad£b1a rnoevd, othsr phasoq of the prohltn ahonld S 2 ﬁ ; W_~§§§;;vi,f;
have boan, through sheer neoesnltr, deforred. One's firat
impression, in surveying the situation, 1: that of complets
admirssion for whatv has been nooonpltnhed by the ailitary
euthoritiea in so materially redpolnsrtha time ns predicted

]
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|
i
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to be required for this stupshdous $ask.: Praiso ot thp hxgho
est order 1s due sll milizary unite with rospeot . to this 9hlll— R
of the post-fighting job. In direoting attention to -xlutlns : ;A
ochdisions which unquestionably require ra-.ﬁyin;,_thpgo 1.,, A
intention or wish to dstragt ons partiele from the preeeding
statenents, Thras months devoted almont exoiullvgly,toifho,
aass movenent Job &s, under all the ctriull:anoos,‘hyino Asans

unreasonable.
(2) 7he remaining two million plus peraons (the ul-’

tiaste number mpy prove to be subitantislly larger) are housed

in thoussnds of camps and centers. In the time available, 1t
was possible for me to visit only & ssall Stgctlouwotfthq;aw_
concentrations of dlsplaced persons, &lthough care was taken '
to make the places visited as represgntative as possible of
311 conditions. '

(3) wnile I did not actuelly aee oondxtiona ag they
exiated imnedistely after 1ibsration I hsd then desoribed in
detall rufficient to make entirely olegr that there has been, -
during the intsrvening period, areat'impbovanedt-in the 665;
ditions under vhioh the remaining displaced persons aro»;‘
iiving, Heports vhloch have come out of Germany informally
trom rorugen themgelves and from persons mtaruted in x-oru-
gee groups indxoatn A goneral tendenay- not to tako into ag-
count the full goope of the overwhelming tnlk and responai-
bilities faoing the militsry authorities. While it 18 under-
stendable thAI thoau who hava - beon paraacuted and otharwlnn
nistreated over such & long peried should be xnpattant'at
what appears t0 them to bs undue delay in édatlné thelr
speolal needs, fairness Aictates that, in evaluating the pro-




man uﬂe, the entire problea ana all or u- nauuatunl .
be kept 1n aind. Ny effort hse boan, thereforo, to Iiiah
duite carefully the many complainte nsde to me n tho oourn-
ot my survey, both by displnoed persone thenaolvet and ln
theh' behalf, in the 1light of the meny reaponslbunus whhh
sonfrontsd the military nnthorltlun. ' ;

(4) Wnile for the sake of brevisy this report nuet
nscassarily sonsist lorgely of general etatements, it ehould
be recognised that exeeptions exist with raspeot to pgaotloilly
a1l of such generalisstions. One high ranking military authorQ’
ity predtoted, in advanoe of my trip through Germany lnd
Austria, that I would find, with respeet to oalpa uontainlng
dleplaced pergons, “some that ere quite good, som that are
very bad, with the average something under eattstaotorv,r Hy
aubsequent trip oonfiraed that prediotion in al}\respéota.

B ¢
RERMANY AND AUSTRIA
Sopdivions o

(1) Generally speaking, three months after VE-Day and
even longer after the liberation of individual zrbupa, many
Jewish dlsplnoed porsons and other posaibly non—rnpatrt#blcl
arb 1Aving under guard, in canpe of several desoriptions, ine
eluding néub of the most notoricus of the concentration oamps,
snidst orowded, unsanitery sand goqgraiiy grin conditlons, in
cosplete idleness, with no opportunity, bxoaps'agrbeptttiously.“
to communionte with the Qutaidb,wég;ﬁ,pvé;pgng; hpblﬁg'tor :
#oae word orrénoouraggnéﬁt ahd'gotion in their behslf.

(2) 7There has besn morked improvement in the health of

survivors of the Hazi atcgvation and peracoutlbn progrsa al-

though there are still, of ocourse, sany bathotle melnutrition
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cazes emong the hotplt&lszed. Zhe dentﬁ r&iu‘hhi bguh'hiﬁh
etncn 1iveration, &8s vas to bes expected. On- Ar-v Ghaplnlu,

s ﬁabbx, personsily attended, ainoe liberation, aa.ooo burlula
at Belaen alone, one of the lergest and most vlctonn ot tho :
concontratlcn ocaans, vhere, lnoldontally, deapito par:tntont
reports to the sontrary, fourteen thnuannd displaged pcraonl
sre atill living, inoluding over ¥even thousand Jews. At
sany of the camps #nd centers thare is a marked und sorlou-

- 1sek of needed medical supplies,

(3) Although scae Usmp Oonlnndnnts have. nanasod, in
spite of the many obvious aifriculties, fo find olothing of
ons kind or another for their chargen, many or tha dovxsh
displnasd persons, late in July, had no olothlns othes: than
thedir concentration camp garb ~~ & rather hideous ntrlpog )
psjena effect — vhile others, to thoir ohagrin, -were obliged
to weor German 8.8, uniforas. It ie quaationanl&_vhldh
clothing they hate the uore.

(4) ¥ith a few notable exceptions, aoﬁhtng Sn thz
wvay of a progras of agtivity or o;sanitoq effort tquard re-
habilitation has been iuausnrated'nnd‘the intornees, for
they sre literally such, have little to do oxhbp€ to dwell
upon their pllght. the uncertainty of their future -nd, ‘what
is gore unfortunate, %o drav comparisons batvoon their treat-
ment *under the Gurmnns’ and *in llbarntton“ . Beyond knowins
that they sre no lonsor 1n danger of the ges ohanbara, tor

turo, and othor forae or vlolont death, - they s ltttlo ohnnga.

While it may bn that oconditlons ‘in Germeny and Adstria ars
_still such that certain oontrol measures are raqulrld, there
seens 1ittle Justifieation . for the oontinusnce of bnrbed~wxro
fenges, a«rmed guntds, and orohibition ngainst leaving the camp
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exaept by pusses, which a% some plases are. xxxaheraxly grnuttl. 
. Praven¥ion of looting is given as the vaascn rar thano storn

Aray ares where greater 1iberty of lO'IIth in and onl or
oazps is given there is sotually-mueh ltaa plundering thnn ln
other areams where psople, wWidhing to leave oanp tanporarlly,.
aust 40 s0 by stealth. The morale of thme who are et;her
stateloss or who do not wish to return to their couniries

| of nationollity is very low. They have witnessed great ao-

: tivity snd effiolenoy in returning people to tholr homes but
they hear or see nothing in the way of plans for them and oon-
sequently they wonder snd frequently ask Qpaz "liveration®
means. Tnis situation 1s oonsiderably aoéentunted whora;'Qa
1n eo many osses, they are ablo %o look from their orowled
end bare quarters and sse the Gerasa oivilian pppu;&tléﬁ,
pertioularly in the rural aress, to all sppearances 1iving
noraal livos in their own homea,

(8). The most abmorbing worry of théso war and ﬂisi-
viotias concerns relatives =- wives, and hnsbanaa, parcntl.
ahildren., Moot of them have beaen aeparated for thrao, rour
or five yeara and they cannot understand uhy,tho libearators
should not have undertsken imnediately an organized effort
to re-unite family groups. Mont of the very Little which
has beon done in this direetion hae baen intorual aotion by
the dlaplaoed peraons ‘hananlvan with the aid or devoted
Aray dhnplninn. frequently’ Rnhbls, and lha Aaavlonn Jotnt
Diotribution Comaittee, . Zroadeasts of nunos and 1oontinnp by

the Payshologioal ¥rrfare Dlvlnlon at Luxcnbpurs havo beon
helpful, slthough the lsok of receiving seta has handioapped
the effectivensss of the program. Even vhero, ss has boen

‘messures but it is interesting that in portions of the Boventh.¢  




: happonlag. inforsation has beon reseived a8 ‘o rolnttvc- 1tv1n¢
in othor csape in Jermany, it depnnﬂs an tha parsoacl dtcpealp
tion of the Camp Commandsnt vhather parulsaxon oan bo cbtalnad

or nasletence regeived to follow up on the intaruuslou.i aonn .

Onnp Comasndants are quite rigid in this parsiouler, uhlle i
others lend every effort to Join family sreups.

(6) It is aifficult to svaluate the food aXtuatinn
fairly bodsuse one @ust be mindful of the fast that:quite
generslly food ia sosares and is likely %o be mors so &uﬁiﬁg
the winter ahead. On the othor;éjtxuna, in presenting the
faotual situstion, one must raise the question as %o how puah
longer some of these people, partioularly those who have tolt
perssgution and near atarvation so long, oen |urvi€;7nn 8
diet composed principelly of bread and ocoffee, ‘Arrespective
of the oalorie content. I regsived the dletinot impresslon
and considerable substantiating information thatgiarge aumbers
of the Germsn populotion -- again prxnoxpall& 1n;thi rural
aress =~ have a more vnried and palatable alet tﬁan'is the
oase with many of the diaplaced persons.

(7) Hany of the butldlng- in which dinplaood persons
ore housed will olsarly be unfit for utn:er use and evory- -
uharo thoro is grent aonoarn about the prospaot of complete
la0k of fuel, There 18 overy like}:hood that olose to a
aillion dxnplaood paraons wil) uo/ﬂnruany Ind Augtria vhen
winter sets in, The outlook in msny argas 80 far aa lhaltor,

food and fusl are oonoernad ia anyth;ng}ba;rbrigh}..>‘
‘ 111 '

¥hilo it is i-ponnlble to state aoouraxelr the nuaber
of Jews now in Garmsany ehd Auatria, ©ll indiontions point to

o
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probably the top figura} some informed parasns. eontend th.
nusbsr ia aonsiderably smaller, %The prlncxpul nntxonnllty
groups are Poles, ﬁungnriann, Rn-nnlano, Gornnnu ond
Ausirisns. . o

The rirst and plainest need of those_bobaibftu,roaoz~
nition of their aotusl status and by thisg I naan'tha#r giﬁf@i*
as Jeus., Most of them have spsnt yeara in the woray of thgk

oonooniﬁisxon erapn, In many oases, although the tull-éxtenﬁ>

is not yot known, they are the sole survivers of thelr
families and many have been through the agony of uitnnaalng
the destruction of their loved ones, Underatandably, tharl-
fors, their present gondition, phyaionl snd nental, is far
worse than that of other groups, ' _

¥hile SHAEP (now Oombined Dieplaced Persons Exeautive)
polioy direotives have recognized foraerly peiaeehtéd parsohn,
inoluding enemy and ex-snemy natxonaxg. as ohe of ths sploxul
cstegories of displaaed peracne, the general practice thug
far has been to follow only nationality lines, ° While #d-

mittedly 1t is not normally desirable to set nalde partidnlab-

redinl or religious groups from thelr nationalisy cltoxorlou;
the plein truth is that this was done for so long by the '
Nazis that a group has been orsatsd wvhioh hes speciel needa,
Jaws as Jows have Leen mors severely victimized and not as -
mombers of tholb natxonalxti groups, 7 ]

' ﬁhdﬁJthiy'sré néi 66n§zd§téﬂlénijvéiiﬁémbéii'df
nationslity groups, the result i that'opogi;l attention oan-
not be given to their sdmittedly graater nonds bacaurs, At As
aontanded, doing ao would ‘gonstitute preterentiql treatnent
and lesd to trouble with the non-Jewish portion of the pare
itoular nationnlity group,

the fagt that the nuaber 1s suall, “vith one hnnﬁrsd'thousiﬂﬁjii

L




Thus thers s a dittinotly unraall-tte approach Qo tho
problem which results in a vicious oirdle agaln to tha all-
aﬂvlntagy of the Jewish groups. Refusal to rvoosnt:c thc
Jews as such has the effect, in this situstion, ot oloatng
onc'- oyes to thelr former and more barbarxc poraecutlan,
whigh has in reslity made tham a grbup having sr-atar nooﬂo‘
shan most of the other displaoed persona,

Their second gront need osn bs presented by - dxncuu-tns
vhat 1 found to be their )

EI8HED AS TQ FUTURK DESTINATIONS

(1) For reasons that are obvtonu‘and nesd not be
labored, wmost Jewe want to leave Germany and Austrin as coon )
as posaible, That As their firaet end great wish and vhilo ,
this report neessssrily desls with other needs pranent in thc

situation, many of the psople themselves tear_other progrgua
or plena for their benefit because of the possibility that
attention might thereby be diverted from the sll-important
ustter of evacuation from Germany, }t; an huzsqntcd,ahqyo,

the Jews wore recognized ss a separate oatoaor;‘ot diaplaced
persons, whet has just osen snid about evaoussion would be
Sore olenrly understood, because Uersan soil is more hateful
fc the Jewish groups then to others, vhose repatriatvion has
elready Laon scoomplished or is more. 1mainont.

(2) soae wish to resurn o their countries of Ration-
ality but as to this there is eons&derablo natxonallty vnrtn-
tion, Very. raw Polish Jawu wlsh to. return to Poland; much
higher peroonzsgaa of the Hungarl;n,' Runanxnn, !ugoulnvtan '
and Baltile groups want to return nlthough Aome hanten to 244
that it 1a the desire to_ look for ralatives thnt ocausen the
preference and thst, depending upon oirgumstences, thoy might
wish thareafter to emigrate,




{(3) ﬁxth respsat %o poa:tble placas_cr reaottlenout

_ for those who may be stateloss or who do not ulsh te retura ;
“to thnlr homes, ?alpattne is det:nltclr and-pga-pnlncntl:_ :
first oholce. Nany nov have relstives there, wWhils others,

having experiensed intolerance and pcrnccutlon 1n thoir home-
lands for yesrs, feel that only in Prlestine will thsy ‘
woloomed and find psace and quiet &nd e given an opper:untty
to live and work,

“(4) Palestine, while olearly thes oholce of mos%, 1s
not the only named plsoe of possible emigration, Sopa, but
the nuaber is not large, wish %o emigrate 0 the vnttod‘atiip-‘
where they have relatives, othera %o Kngxund. the Britxah
Dominions, or to Bouth America. As indigated before, nany
prefer to roturn to their own sountries. :

Thua the second great nesd is the prompt development .

of a plen to get out of Gormeny and Austria pe many'ae poasible
of those who wish 18, Otherwiee the neede and ulahaa of th'
Jewish groups asong sﬁa dlspladed persons oan be alnply ntnbeﬁ: ‘
asong thelr physicsl needs are olothing, msore vuateq_nud pala-
toble diet, medicines, Leds and nnttrdéuos, resding materials.
Osher importent needs are diraussed under the houdlns of Con-

clunions nnd Raconnondntiens.

Aside rroa havlng brought rollnt froa the foar or ox—
s.ruinatxon, hoapltnltzstion for the. enrlous ntnrvatxon oaaea
nnd soms general laprovement in conditlans undar whioh displaced
persons in gensral aro cospellesd vo live, relatively little
has besn dune, during the period of mass rdpﬁ&r&atton, beyond
the plonning stage to meet the apecisl needs of the formerly

persecuisd groupa,
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BHRRA baling nelthor surfioiesntly orgsnt:td or tQulppoﬂ

-nor suthorizad to operste dlsplaced parsons oanpn or cnntarl
on eny large scale, has not been in position to noke any" aub—,,'

beon a disinelination on ‘the psrt of ashy CGsmp Go-unndnntn to
utilize UHRHA personnsl even to the extent avaxlablo. thenah :
it muet be admitted this resulted in soms inctandes from un-
fortunate expsrienses Army offlacers hed with UHRKA personnel

who were unqualified end insdequate for the responsibility
involved. Then, too, in the Ansrican end British sones, At
t00 fraquently ossurrad that UNRRA pornonﬁol 414 not inolude
fnglieh-apesking membars and this hompersd proper working '
relationshipas, ' v

“Under these circusstanoss, UNARA, to which has 'boin-
aagigned the responaibility for co-ordinating aotlv;iles of
orivate a00inl welfare agencies, has ycon in swkard position

wheh At csme to oonaidering end aotiugvapon:propoaa1c=ot one
kind or another submitted by wsll qualified asonctes,vhich 
would aid and supplement militsry and UNHRA rdapodaibilttlaa.
The result has been that, up to this point,[v-ry few private
s0clal agencles are working with dlsplaced persons, inoluding
the Jews, slthough the situstion ordes out for their services
in neny dzrterent waya.

It musy be snid, too, thats beosuse of thelir pre-ocoupa-

tion with nars rapatrintion and buonusa of hountng, parnonn;l
and traneport d&ftlcultlox, the milttary nuthorxtlca have :

shown considerable rc-igt;noo to the: antranoe of ‘voluntory

agensy roprcnintsttvaa, no matter how gualified they might be

10 halp neet existing nesdas of Adisplaged porsdnnr

stansisl coniribution to the situation. Regrettably. thers. han'-::'
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1. Now that the worst of the pressurs of nann ropntrlu- ‘é
tiop 1e over, At is not unrsssonmble to suggest thnt tn tho 7
next ‘and perhaps more diffloult porled thoss who have aurtorid
most and longest be given first and not last attention. L
Spegifically, in the days imaediately ahead, the Jews in Gore -
aany and Auetria should have the first olaim upon the oon~
solence of the people of the United itates and Orsat Biltttn
and thoee who represent thea in work being. donn in G.vnany

and Auatria, ‘

2, Evaouation from Gersany should bq;;htwhnphli&zba,
thess, policy and preotice.

(a) Roocogniring that repatristion is most dssirable
froas the atandpoint of all concerned, the Jows who wlsh to
return to their own countries should bo aided to do o without
further delay. Whatever apedial aotxonkta needed to hooonpltuh'
this with respeet to countries or ruonptlon o uxlltary :onol .
through vhioh they sust pass or with renpaot to consent of
silitery or other authorities syould be undertaken with energy -
and dotersination. Unless thia and other action, about to be
suggested, is taken, subatantial unorrtox.i and unauthorized
movemonta of people must be expected, end these will require
gonsiderable forae to prevent, torfthe'bg¥lenoe of mahy of th;
peraona involved ism neﬁrinz'the brasking poins, - |

{b) v&th respsot $o those who do not, for: good raaaons.
wish to return to their hones, pronpt plnnning should Iike-
wise Lo undertaken, In this connection, the iasue of Palestine
muues be faged. Now thnti suoh large nqnbcrn,aré no longer in-
volved end Aif there is shy gonuln§ sympathy for what these
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survivoras have sndured;, soas rcnsnnablo extcnelon or aodltxet~
txon of the British ¥hite Paper of 1939 onght ‘o bl po:aihlo
without too serious reperoussions. ?or sone ot,;hn Europogn -
que, there 1s no accsptable or even damcent solution for tﬁo;rf 
tuiure other than Palestine. Thie is sald on a puroly‘hhe’=
uanitarian basis with no reference to idealogical or poiitical
considerations so far as Falestine is concernsd. '

It ia my understanding, based upoh reliable information,
that cersifiontes for iumigration to Paleatine will be prac~
tioally exhausted by the end of the ourrent month (August,
1948). what is the future to be? To enyone who hag visited
the oonoentration oamps and who has talked with the despalring
survivors, 1t is nothing short of calamitous to contemplete
that the gates of Palestine chould e soon olosed. |

The Jewish dgenoy of Paleatine has submitted %o the A
British Government a petition hat one hundred Vhousand ad- .
ditionel immigration certificates be msde availsble, - An o

o

accoapanying memorsndus wmakes o pereuaa;ve-shovtné with re-
apsot to the imediate absorptive eapacify of Palestine and
the ourrent, actual men~power shortlgoa thers,

. ¥hile there aay be room for difference of oplnion as
to the praolae number of such certifioates which night under
the oxronnstanoaa be conaidered reuuonabln (oertainly thers are
Shose who oontend thet one hundred thousnnd is insdequate to _
teke osre of all needs), there is no question but that tbo ' f ~‘24
request. thul made would, Af granted, oontrlbuti much to the | '
sound solutlon for the tuture of Jewe st&ll in. Germany and
Austris, who 4o not wish either %o Fezain there op %o return
to their oountriss of nationality. ‘

For whatever it l‘; be worth, I should report the

opinion expressed by ssversl persons in Gnrmany that:ir forty

sz
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thousand Peleastinian certificates vere nnda avatxablo for Jovli
now in Geraaay At would be quite ndequata to bska o&rt ot nll '-f

" who want to go and who would prohably qual;ty ror tha 11!0

there under pny reasonable selsotive. prooosn. :

Ho other single matter is, thurotoro. so 1npovtant tvou 
the viewpoint of the Jewish refugees in Germany and Austrturug,f
is the future of the Paleatine questlon, B

Dre High Dalton, & promingnt mesber of the new British
Government, is reported as having sald at the Labor Party Oon-
ference An Hay 10483 ) B

#This Party has 1ald A% down and repeated i% eo rocontxy
as last April ...... that this tise, having regard to the un-
speskable horrora that have been perpetrated upon the Jown ot
Germany and other oocupied gountries in Europe, 1t 1 norally
wrong and politically indefensible %o lnpoue obstaolon ‘to the -
entry into Palestine now of any Jews who doalra to go Shers .eees
¥e ere sometimes told thet not all Java desire to go %0
FPslestine, well, it 1a for thea to meke up their oinds as to

whether of not they desire %o goe

this stage, hovever, ig thas if they desire to go %o Palestine
we should not stand in their way, but, on the contrarr,

should faoilitlto thair going by the proviaion of vnrlon-

xinds of goononlo aasxstanoo 1n various forms for the aevolop-

aent of the Land of Pronxno and Hopo in a world whioh, for th.

Jawg, haa Deen blaokanod to an extent ‘which none of us vho

e not Jeus oan begin to appraclate or to. undarssand.

LI ¥o consldgr Jowxsh 1mmtgration xnto Paleatxne
ghould be permitted without the praaont lxnltatlonn whloh ob-
atruet 1it, and we also have stated olearly that this is not a

tt-r whioh nhouxd bs regsrdsd as one for whioh the 3r1ttsh

-
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govornzment alons should take rcnponaibzzlgy; bnt a8 1% co:oa,»ld
_ as do many others, in the .international t;oxa. A s znaz.-f,f~
‘panaablo that there should bs oloce asruonunt &nd ce-operatlnn
among the British, Aaericen snd Soviet Gnvoran.nta. pnrttou~

larly it we sre going to get a aure settlement in Palonttno

and the lurroundlng aounsries. ..o It we are to gnt sn
sgrsed aottlenout, Af At 1s to stand rirm and unchaken by
changes from yesr to yesar, it e indispensable thasy it should
be backed and supported by she Assriosn and Soviet Governsents,
88 woll 2s by the Eritish Oovagnnont. snd in ny viev steps
ahould be Saken in consultation with those two Governments to
see vhether we oannot get that cozmon suppors rer & polioy
whioh will give us a happy, & free and a prolp-rous Jowish
State in Paleatine ...ee..”

If thie can be oald to represent the vxoupeint of the
new Government in Oreat Britain, it aight not pe inappropriste
for the United Statee Government to axpress its intorest in
snd support of some equitable solution of the qﬁaa%ion which
would make it possible for sonme roasonablé number of Europe's
perseguted Jewa, now homeless under Any rair view, to-renagtlo

; thera. That is thelr wish and At is rendered doutrabli by .
the gegerally-aoooitea polioy of permitting fanily grohps'ﬁo’A
unite or reunite, |

{a) Sluilerly, it woﬂlﬂ be hnpod that the United States
chonld, undar extctxng iamxgratton lewa, peralt reagonable num-

bers: of . cuoh peraons o oome: hora, agltn‘partloularlr -those
who havévtan117:tx4¢niaythxs oouatvv. ‘he indloated aarlior,
the nuabers who deaire onigrstion to the United States are not
overvhelaing snd if the migration were proporly planned there
should be no €1fficulty in absorbing them. ‘
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If Greaw Britain and the United Stateg were to take the
sotions recited, 1t might the more resdily be that other soun~ :
trial vould llkewlao be willing %o keep tho&r aoore ratcouably
open for suoh husaniterien considerations end to dononnsrnto :
in a praot&cal msnner their diszsprrovsl of Hasi. polloy uhloh ‘
- unfortunately has poisoned eo such of Europe. E R S
/// 3. To0 the extent that such emigration fros Getnnny and'

Austria is delayed, some imuadliate Semporary solution mushy ba
_found. In sny event there will be s gubstantial number who
ave not physically fit or oshorvtsg"prosontly pyopnred tér
emigration, |
Hore 1 fosl strongly that greater snd mors extensive
efforts should be made to get them out of caaps for they are
sick of living in campa. In tha.farat plage, there is resl
nesd for such speoislised places as tuberoculosis esnitaria j
snd rest homes for those who are mentslly ill on Who need a ; A "
peried of resdjustment Lefore living egein in the world at ' '
large -- anyvhere, BSoas will roeguire at least ahort poriodo
of training or retraining before they oan‘po raally yaeful
oitisens. |
. But epeaking more broadly, there 1- an opportunzsy here
to give some real uonnlng to the polioy agreed upon at Fotadam,
If At ba true, as seems to be vldely conoodod, that tho Gornan
people at large 4o not have any uonso ot gutxt with ronpcot
' to the war and its osuses and ra.ults, shd Af the polioy is § ;;
to be ‘tu convinge ths Gerpan ‘people . that they havo nuttarcd ‘

a totsl ntlttary dofeat snd that they cannoc euoapo rulnonul-
bility for what they have brought upon themselvea," then AL
1s d1ffloult to understand why so meny displeaed persons,

PRrs
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psrti@ularlt those whoss repatriation or resuttlcnont zs llkolr

to bs Qelsyed, should be oonpallod to live in over-aroudod .llpl "Ev.

vhile the Gersan psople continue undlsturbed in their hnuo-.vff
As natters now atand, we appear %o be transtns thn Jaua
a8 the Hasie treatsd theam except that we do not extorninatc
thest. They are in coneontration camps in large. nnnbsrn unatr
ouy military guard instesd of $,5. troops. One ;o led to -
vonder whsther the Germsn people, sesing this, are not |
luppohing;ihst we are following or ab least oondoning Nazi
poliey. , _ '
It seeus muéh more oqnttablo{nnd a8 1t should be %0
vitness the very few places where fearless and uncouprosieing
uilitary officers have either requisitionsd an entire village -
for the benefit of the vemaining displaced persons, compelling . é
the German population %o find housing where they can, or have %
required she loosl population to billet a reasonablé nuaber §
of them, Thus they live nmore like noraal‘ppople-aéd less like
prigoners or cfisinals or herded sheap. They are in Germany,
nost of them, through no fsult or wigh 6f their own and, in
this fashion, this faot 1s being brought home $o the Geraan
people bui it 1is botﬁg dons on %00 niali 8 acsnle,
i A% many pleces, however, the militery gqvornnontkotrleort
manifest the utmost reluctanse or:xhdtqpouxtton, Af not tanldxty,
~ dbout inoonvenicnqlhg the German popﬁlhﬁlon. They aven iuy
that their jJob 18 to got ooaauntttoi ivrk£ng properly ana
. soundly again, that thoy nust 'llvo uxth the Garmans vhllo
the dps {(displnced peraona) are 4 moro tcﬂporary problol.
Thus Af »n group of Jovs aunt vaoats thelir temporary quarters,
nesded for militery purposes, &nd thore are \wo possible sites,
one s blook of quite sdequate flats with oonveniences and the

s
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~ other a series of shabby bnllﬂtnid‘v&ﬁh-oﬂtitd-»toiiigjind' 

~ washing faoilisvdes, the burguonol-tor ra:dily nunooual 131 
“persusding the Town. Najor to sllot the latter to the dlnplnooa";/'"
peruonn and to save ths former for xeturnlng Gcr-sn clvtll;nn.l’ : %

Thia tendenoy refleots itself in othar vays, . namely ln ' | ‘ af_

the employaent of Germsn olvillans in the offiees of ilitary R
government officers when equally quelified pevaonnel counﬁ
gasily be found among the displaced persons vhose r-patrlntxon.
doss TioS gesm to b imminent, Actuslly there have been situse.
tions wheres displosed pernona;%icpsclally Jevs, have foumd -

1t 4ifficult to obtain audiences with nilitary government - gél
suthorities because they have bsen obliged to so shroush Gor= - ' :

man employees who have not facilivated satiers.
Guite generally, inaufficlent use is made of she aorrloon'
of displagced persons., HNany of them are esble and eaaav to work

but apparently they are not thought of in thta rnsard. Hhtla o ‘ "
appresiating that language difficultdes are: somettn;s tnvalvoa. e

_ : %
1 saa oonvinced that, both within and ‘outeide ganps,. sruntor : o b

uge gould be asde of the peraonal aarvlcaa of those dtoplanod
pargons who in all 1ikelihcod will De on hand for some time,
. Happily 4in some ea-pl every sfforst 1s nede to utilize thn ser- ?1

vices of the dleplaced perecns and these are apt to be the ' |
best caxmps in nll reapeots, ‘ . -
4 Yo the sxtent that (a) evaouutxon tron Germany and - ‘ 5

Auntrin is not iomedlately poa:;ble and (b) the formerly per-
necuted. gvoupn aannot be housed 1n vxllagau or bilxetod vxth _
the Goruan population, 1 rooonnond urgontly thnt auparutn olapn

be set up for Jews or atv 1east thgu,uhp wish in the abaguol ‘

of & batter solution to be in such camps, ' There are Q.vorn}

reasons for thinl (1) a groas'maaorlty wany 4t (2) Av . As
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the only way in which sdministratively their spaetal aseds B
snd problems ean bes mat without charges of praterentlnl tr.nt-
unnt or (cddly enough) of dlaorlnlnatton by’ J:vl.h agcn.lol '
now prapnrea and resdy to give them mseistence. :

“In this connection, I wish to onphnglso th;s ic i- not
A onse of singling out a pu:tlouiar group for apcelul prlvtloao'
but raising to a more normal level the position. of & group
vhich hee been deprassed %0 the lowest @epths concelvable by
years of orgenized and inhuman oppression. The msasurss neass
sary for their restitution do not oowe within any reasoanble
interpretation of privileged treninont and are raquirsd by
considerations of justice and humanity.

There hss been scae tendency at epots in- the- é&raotloa
of sepsrate oazps for those who might be found to be ststeless
or non-~rapatriable or whose repatriation is likely to be
deferred sone tinme. Actually, too, this wes announoed aala
tise ago as BHALP polioy but in practioce 1s h;a not boen
teken to mean much for there is (undorat&ndably Af not oarrl&a
too far) a refusal to contemplate posaible stnteleasﬂyla and
an’ insistence, in the intercsts of the larsc repntriatlon
progran, to oonaider all ae repatrieble. This results ina
ruatetanoo to anything in the way of apecial pltnntns for
the *hard cors®, although 81l adnit 1% ie xnovxtablo..

B, As qutcklr an poeelble, the aotual operation of
sush oaspa should ‘be turnod over to & oivilian egonoy -~ UNRRA,
. That orgnnxxntxou is awere or u'aknoasos An tho proaonv
struoture snd is procstng to renedy them. - In thut connnos&on.

it 1a Lelieved that gresster asalstance eould be given by the
allitery authorxtlon, upon whom any civilien agenoy 4n Gormeny
and Austcis today is noooannrily dependent ao rar a# houslng,

E
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transport snd other iteus are aohcerned, Hhxle tt x. true

the nll:tar; hnvo bean urging UNRBA %o got re;dy to aacn-. ,
rc-poniibzllty. 1% asy also be trus that 1n-utrle£.ns ooopora-
tion of an agtive nature has hosn given to :coonpxtch ths Qi-
sired end. e
6. Binge, in any event, the militery aﬁthoblt&@i_lk;t 
negsassrily aontinue to partioipate in the progras for sll
dlnplaccd persons, espedislly with respest to houeing, ocr-
tain supplies, trsnsport and secusity, lt is recomaended thll a
there be a raview of the military paraennol neleoted for Onup
Comssndant positions. GOome serving at present, while perhaps
sdsauate for the mass repatriation job, are nanifnat;y uggul;oa
for the longer-tora job of working in a camp conpbi&ﬁ'&irp;;bii
whose repatristion or resestlement is lilisly to Lo delayed.
Officers who havs hsd aome bagkgrouhd or expsrience in cbelii
velfars work are to be preferred and 1t ie belleved there are
some vho are available. It is most Amportant that She officers
seleoted be sympathetio with the progrsam and ﬁ'npoiaentilly
sble to work and to co-opsrate with URRHA and other rolterr
snd velfare agenoies.

7., Pending the annunptlon of responstblltty for opera~
tions by UNRRA, 1t would be desirable Af a wore extensive
plen of field viiltatlon by approprlato Arny'droup‘ﬂaadqunrtors
be inssituted, It 1: believed that many of the conditions nev
cxlctins in the cnapo would not be tolerated zr more invimately
known by uupervioorr otf;ooru through innpoatton toura.: )

B, It is urgently resonnended that planu for traotn;
servides, now under consideration, be socelerated to the fullest
axtent possible and that, in this same direotion, oéuaunioatlon
porvioss, ttron open postal oards only, be made avysilable %O




& : - : - 21 =
ji ﬂisplleeﬁ perscns within Gersany and: Austrxn as noou ap po-axblv.
. E The difficulties are appreciated but it 1s believed that Af
the anxieSy of the psople, a0 long abused and har-nlol. were
fully understood, vays snd means could be found vtth&;_thp
- nesr futurs to make such comsunigation snd. traoing Qt.éiIAt;vbi
/ possible,. 1 believe Also that some of the private agenoiss :
could be hoxptul in this direotion if glven an apportuntty to

funotion, :

In order to file this reporty prosptly ao that possibly
some remedial steps might be considered ot es early a dete as
possible, I have not taken time to analyge all of ths notes
aede in the courss of the trip or to commant. on the gitustion
in Frsnce, Belgium, Hollsnd or Switzerland, also visited by
sither Dr. Schwarts or mysslf. Aeoordingly, I respsotfully
request that thie raport be considered as partisl in nﬁturo

evon s to Jermany and Austrias slthough with respeat %o thosse "
gountries it is Dsliesved the main polﬁta ﬁaveabcan qoieépd.
The nroblems present in these two countries are much more
serious and d1fficult than in eny of the other countries
naned and thie f2ot, too, seomed to make dealiradle t8§ £iling
of & partial report imnediately upon cdaplatlon of the
nisslon,

Respeotfully,

Barl O, Harrison

.
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Hy dear HMr. Secretary:

Because of your own deep lnierest in the - -
Earl Hsrrison nmission, I thought you would
like to see the enclosed coples of the report
he hza Just cabled from Switzerland 2nd of the
letler ¥pr. Vinson sent to State and ¥ap on the

natier. %e have also sent a copy of the Harrison.

reoort to Harold Glasser for dlscussion with the
appropriate UNHRA officials in London. Yo chall,
of ocourse, follow the matter snd continue to :
press for action as long me we can.

Sincerely yours,

{B1gned) Piorence Hodnl

' 7
Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr.,
<029 Connecticut Avenue, H.¥W,,
¥ashington, D. G, Lo

Enclosure.

FHthd 8/3/456
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Hy dear Mr. feoretaryi

1 want to oring Lo your attention, without dolay
the attached copy of a oable addresssd to 39, from
Hr. Earl ¢. Harrison, who &8 you know, is presently on
a nission for thls Government concerning displzoed pare
eona problems in Europe.

Kr. Harrison reports the following! In gonersl he
found complete confirmation of the disturbing reporis
ooncsrning the treatment of Jews in the Hrivish and
Anericen rones of Goraany. Host military suthorities
refuse to recognize Jows as s separate cateiory in
spite of their greater suffering and equally refuse to
recognize the Jews ss stateless, inalating upon treating
all groups by nationality alone, Yhile most of the Jows:
desire crompt evacuation from Germeny, praferably to
Palestine, Harricon reoommends that, i this 1a not
poseible {n the near future, greater and speoclisl atten-
tion be given to their billeting while they rempin in
Gersmany. Unfortunately, bascauce military governmentg
personnel seem rcluotant %o lnconvenience the Geraman
eivilian populstion through requisitioning of.Geraan
housing, 4ispluced persons have:been ordered to live
with tho German population. Harrison urges that a pro-
graa for separate oamps for Jews De pushed vigorously.

Harpison sleo urges that UHRKRA -toke over the manage~
2ant of disnlnoed persons csmps, especislly those for
non=repatrinvles, st the enrilest possible date: . He -
points qut, howaver, that UNRRA neesds reel help from-the
aray in suoh nmatiers os hasdquarters, transport, sto.,
in omier to 10 a renlly offeotive Job, =~ =~ - :




1 aa sure you will agree that prompt steps should
be tzken to remedy the dlstressing situation which
Harrison hse reported and 1 should like te be advised

as to what actlon is taken,
#

I am also sandxng>a oopy of Harrison'!s cabls to the
war Depsritaent.

8incorely yours,
/s) Jw % yMn/

s
Honoraole Jossph C, Grew,
Aoting 3eoretary of Stéie.

Eaclosure.

FHInA 8/1/46
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PLAIR
ZURICH
Dated July 28, 1946

Beoretary of State,

Washington.

123, Twenty-eighth
FCR SECRETARY TREASURY FROM EAHRL G. HARRISON

In general found complete confirmation of disturbing
reports concerning Jews in SHAEF Zone of Gernany,
Impossible to get accurate approximation of number
involved but indications are may Dbe_nearer 60,000
than 100,000, Host mlliterpg authorities refuse
recognize Jews &8 separate category in eplte of admitved
grosteér sufrering and equally refuse recognize :
slatélsasness, Short of abeolute “compulséion policy
seems "to be To treat all groups by nationality alone
and to force repatriation oy unpleasantness of
surroundings and conditions. While high percéntage
Jews, especlally Poles, wish prompt svacuation from -
Germany, preferably to Palestine, 1f this not posaible
within reasonable future, definitely greater and speoial
attention should be given their billeting. While .
city housing obwiously scarce from destruction, many
villages and rural areas intact preasenting opportunities
for nore prospects like Kaunitz Britieh Zone where
800 Jews share homee with Gernan agricultural workers, -
Unfortunately military government personnel seem
reluctant to inconvenience Germsn oclvilian population

for benetlt'diaplabed persons elther-through requisitioning

buildflats or portions of houses saying they nust:

" *live with Oerman population® while displaced persorg:
-stay probably temporary, - This pollioy-needs drastig:

R

change from top., If as likely this would not meet

entire requirements strongly urge that program of separate
canps for Jews be pushed more vigorously, Jews them=
eelves want it as second vest to evacuation and in no
olher way can spescial nseds of those who have suffered
most and longest be met without repercusgions and )
charges of preferential treatment. One oonpletely Jewlsh




camp at Feldafing with over 5,000 ig working bgautifully,
Concept of speclal camps for non-repairiables accepied by
SHAEF now CDPX but is not being pushed hard enough and is
reclted at many points in the fisld where repatriation
continues to be only intereat, -Heny present quarters un-
suitable for wintep oocoupaney. Highly desirable my '
opinion UNRHA take over menagement oamps espscially nori-
repatriables earliest poseible date but_big organization
and weeding out job still needed. My impression ie that
military authorities while profeesing eagerness have UNRRA
assume responsibility are not giving Rhatigan edequate
assistance in such matters as headquarters, transport,

el ocetera, UHRRRA agsumption operations important inter
alla because great need for supplemental services of
private agencles and action upon proposals terribly slow

under present arrangementsa, Finally mattere of gommunica~

tione and tracing of relatives should bs pushed as aggrea-

sively as possible to prevent. complste breakdown of morale

azong Jewish femilles separated for years, 8porsdioc . .- .
efforts Ly chaplaine and Joint {Amerioen Jewish Jolint Dig-
tribution Committee) have helped but offioial recognition
"and assistance sorely needed. These are only few high-
lights sent now in hope actione can bs taken to indicate
10 relatively small number. of survivors that they have: in
faot been liberated as well ae asaved, "
%

quds

au
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sut. s, LOXCeS ch" applies particy
: rpses o] Jews—of bringing togeth =
EverywhereAre Tl'y ing Shca,t(erq'd over:the face of:
L - Ex fment, < Cnhin
To Be Humang P ééo%fag’of.'w] cei; lqu,w;; Lhe|
This is. the .last o three ar- mbined- Displacer ze1sons, Ex-
- 7 ficles by a staff cmésf’o"de"‘ﬁi?h" 4 ost !i}ra'sﬂ‘l;?én:frp;ﬁ‘? B
" 'the present situation of Jetws and ish’officlals, are gatherin all avail-
; dtspivced persons - in- Germany, able -data ‘and. l,ggm;d! “;gn conoen-
By Vioron H. Beansten: . |tration camps and on forced labor
Staff Correrpondent .1dispersion in’ general,- At the same
i © (Copyright, 1945, by The Newspapes PM, Iné,) tme, according to Lt; Col. Schott-
p l I I 12TH - ARMY GROUP|land, chief of :the processing cen:

HEADOQUARTERS,ter at the, exchange, ‘attempts’ dre
Weisbaden, .~ Gatmany, being made to get the International
July 30 —1 have visileci Red Cross to set up a message sys-
many displaced . persons camps, | tem which: would' enable Naxi vie-
and ong thing I can say with cer- tims here lo get in toich with rela.
tainty is that American detach- { tives a road, " R R
; ments running the camps are try-] I have found = Col;’ Schottland
| Ing.to be as fair and humane as]and his group ful{iy ppreciative ol
i~ possible, s - w0 | the ity: and . importance “of
i . Nevertheless,"as in the ‘case. of [the whols Eroblem, and their ap-
i~ treatment of German nationals proach -is humane,. Yet ‘the - fact
! outside the camps, the condition | remains that scores of thousands of
i of displaced persons inside them geoj)le who have spent years- be-
| varles from "place to place, Yn|hind Nazi barbed "wire " still are ||
; ~Landsherg, for instance, housing | there, thou h-under the Allics,
and food are good. Yet here, as in|. I do not lieve these conditions|:
i. all camps in the 8d Army area, in- | exist because of malice .or fll will | -
i mates are kept behind barbed wire, | on our part, I think they flow from |:
i and only a small percentago are | lack of 2" uniform ‘Folic){ and Jack]! .
| given passes to’ get- out daily, - |of manpower-and detern

ey
B v ey

. o erﬂnina_ﬁon“tp i
e - {enforce ; -
Food Differs - - | Where. aa'f?""’f"—}’f oy every: |
{ - Third Army. officials say this fsf .77 Ty
} necessary to avoid looting and djs- J,’ ..
- orders, Yet 7th-Army officials, who
! haven't ordered the wiring of dis-
i placed persons camps in their area,
i Insist their policy has not resulted
: In an “undue amount of looting.”
~1 - And if at Landsberg, Dachau
¢ and other camps food is excellent,
i at Bensheim,. 1250 _calorjes of .a
;. pyeseribed  2000-calory *diet come
irJ the form -of bread, "while™ a¢’
er camps, the food meets reh
thired standards quantitatively,
t often is rotten and inedible,. -
In most camps, the food is fur-
nished by German civilian officials
under American direction; it's u
{0 us to sce that the Germang fuf3
their responsibilities properly,
at Teast until -the plan for takin
£ over the camps by the UNRR
& (United Nations Relicf and Re-
habilitation Agency) * comes’ into
operation, :

o -All-Jewish Camps

It Has ieen decided at the hi he

Dl

i

ot e e S D 2 b,

5 est lovel that there should. also
: -per cent Jewish camips for all
wha do not want to identily them-
sclves with any. natfonality,. - .| #
-~ I have talked to many inmates| -
.. of_varfous eamps and, Among Jews
- especially, “1 found - concern over
three things; -~ ST O
$ What's - happéned to" thelr
families? RO -
9 Why has no" adequate meatis
ol communication heén set upp
€ What will the future: iy ?
‘These are questions difficult’ to
answer,” Communications are Jack- |-
{n{g beeause wo knocked helf out [;
of the German system and it hasn't
. been restored, The my lias pro-
vided camp Inmates with-posteards
of tho “check-off” lﬂpc, on which|,
- "the sender checks o any or all.of |
three simﬁlo statements,. such. ag, |-
- SLam well” ete, But no additionaf [
- ,{n!o’nnalion may he wEn on the
cards, A P |
Allempts: are ~being  made o}
remedy: the communications situa.
* ton, and the whole immense prob-
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'Repatriation
L - Liaison Men
i‘Are Appointees of Exile
‘Regime . - R T

" Thisis the - second “of - thres”

.- anticles by a staff correspondens
i In Germany on the present situa-
;- tion ¢‘7; Germany’s Jews and dis.
i placed persons, . -

" By Vicron H. Bennsteny

Staff Correspondent
(Copyright, 1945, by The Newspaper PM, Inc.)

) I12TH. ARMY ' GROUP
Wl 1. Wicshaden, Gor.

(. many,fluly 28.~The prob-

lem “of German- Jewry is

only a fraction of the Jewish prob-

here and the Jewish problem

itself is only a fraction of the human

and political problem of sta, ering

dimensions presented by tﬁg vic-
tims of Nazism.

Wo have moved 4,000,000 dis-
placed persons out of Germany
suce
ﬁ':sealest migration of civilians in all

istory—but there still are 2,000,-

to be moved.

Most of these are Poles and
among them are anywhere from

- 25,000 to 50,000, and Jews (of all
nationalities, but Polish predomi-
nating). And the fact is that many
Poles and alf but a bare handful of
Polish Jews don’t want to go back
to Poland. It is our policy not to
Jepatriate any displaced - persons

Soviet citizens - excepted) against

ir will, and what is gomg to

kppen to Poles and Polish Jews in
his category is still one of those
nsolved mysteries of the peace.

It would be unfair to say that
we have helped create this problem

i for ourselves, but it is perfectly fair

| to say we have done nothing to

< hinder its growth, particularly with

- reference to hundreds of thousands
of non-Jewish Poles who now say
they don’t want to §o back to a
Poland ruled by the Warsaw Gov-
emment.

The amazing fact ig, that, even
i+; today, Polish repatriation officers
., whoare working with our displaced

1 b ar¢ appof o
the Polish Government-in-Exile and
with few exeeptions aro bitterly
hostilo ‘to "the Warsaw . Governi

:  ‘Tho chicf fob of these Polish

* Tepatriation laison men is to ar-

- -1ange for tho retumn of Pollsh citl.

* zens to their motherland-as soon as
possible, 1t is common knowledgo
that the Polish lalson officers have
been doing the exact opgosllo. :

‘This-sltuation is not the fault of
.- the Ammy or of the displaced ‘pcr-

sons burcaus or of the Mil tary
ernment when the State Dept,
decided to continus to recognize

. the group of London Polcs.ns o
CGovernment, this recognition had
perforeo to extend all the way up

-+ and doyn®the military as_ well. ag
tho dviltan Iine, and  promptly after
2 we recognlzed the Warsaw Covem-
ment, the Army communicated with
Warsaw and asked for Instructions
 with regard to theso liafson officers,
and T understand changes may oc:
cur in_the next few wecks on g
rather broad seale, < - ;
-But, meanwhile the damage has

been done.- Qur-whole theory In
aandling displaced persons rightly

the war's end-possibly the|

in the Saar.

A German mother and her child: sleep in-the yail }ﬁas at Bam-"
berg, Gerimany, while awaiting transportation to -their home

has been to get them back home
and off our hands as soon as pos-
sible, And to achieve this we-have
put ourselves in the ]msih'on of hav-
ing used Polish liaison officers
whose objectives. are diametricall
opposite .and who have " done all
tlfe could "to .inflame - anti-Soviet
am{ anti-Warsaw' feeling :-in - the
minds of hundreds of thousands of
Poles.” ~:s- ol
*. In telling this story, I have been
skipping from the situation of the
German-Jew to the situation of the
nonGerman Jew to the sitiation of
displaced persons in %enem]. This
Is because the story is at once a
single story and a serles of separate
storfes, Jt'is a sin{ﬂe story in the
fundamental sensc that it deals with
the situation today of. Hitler's ciy-
{lian victims on erman, soil, and
whether they are Jew of non-Jew
ought to make no difference. 1 say
ought; actualitics to a great extent
make a specfal problem of the Jews
and I think that 1s a fact which must
be faced whether wo Jike it or not,
Por instance, one _difference: be-
fween' a_German  Communist or
Soclal Democrat-who has been re-
leased from Dachau and a Cerman
Jewreleased froi Therestenstadt 1
that fn all likeliliood the former hag
@ wife and family to come-home to,
whilo the bones of the latter's fam-

fly may be'lying in a crematory at

Auschwitz or burfed in a'mass grave
at Nordhausen, And
between the Polish Jew at Lands.
herg  concenlration c:lmq for 1
stance and the non:Jewish Polo
the same mmr, is that latter came
there as a dvilia

haps two bags crammed with-per-

cle~whils the-Jew camo thero di-

uniform that was on his back,

There aro also “obvieusly certain

chologleal factors which set tha
Fzyws apart, Many Polish Jews sim:
ply do not belicve that the Warsaw

government  could "0 far" hav(

tho difference] -

n worker with pere}:-
fectly legitimate loot—clothes, food, |-

reet. from o concentratfon cam i
with nothing but the hlue s%mﬁ 2
630

are “obvious physical - differences,]

chéméed the;PoHsh tEec»ple fhat an!i-

Semitism” among. them has: disap-
peared ' overnight. Not- only has
Poland been'cruel to them'in past,
but “all Europe has’ become ana-
thema; they want o get out and
far away, And in line with Jewis
tradition in Poland,- most want
€0 t0 Palestine, =" T

: feeling: is "being" activel
fanned' among - them by Zionistf,
who are un'qdestionab]'y ly aware
of the political as well as the hu-
manitarian potentialities  situation,
And ‘in many" camps- the Zionist
oint of view is getting plenty of
Ee]p from_Polish” gentiles - in " the
camps who, no matter how- evill
they: were treated by Hitler; sh‘ﬁ
persist in Tooking to for -Jead+
ership in racist thought. Nor have
storfes circulating here of pi i
in Warsaw hindered the Zionist ob-{
Jectives, " - T
* TOMORROW: - How
the  Displaced  Persons
Camps Are Run,
F
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- Jews Fare -

; Treatment

In U. S. Zones.: Varies

“With AMG Officials - .
" This Is the first of a serles of
three_ articles by a staff corre-

spondent . in .Germany - on tliéw

present. situation of Germany's
Jews-and displaced persons., -

By Victon H, Benwstem -~

R

Staff Correspondent )
: (Copyright, 1845, by Chlcogo Sun and
- The Newspaper PA, Inc.) o

F HEADQUARTERS 12th

I Amay crour, wigs:

" K%EM BADEN, Germany, 1Iuly
24.—-No one knows how

many are left of pre-Hitler Ger-
many’s 600,000 -Jews, ¥ have esti-
mates. ranging . from 10,000 to
23,000.

These estimates are based on
spotty reports from some of Ger-
many’s’ larger cities. For-instance,
Berlin may still have as many as
2000 to Jews, - Frankfurt,
which . had 81,000 in 1933 and
19,000 in 1939, today has about
450, including 800 ‘who have re-
tumed to the city in the last few
weeks from Theresienstadt camp.
Munich has today about 600 of an
original Jewish population about
14,000 (the cumrent figure also in-
cludes ' recent - retiumees- from
Theresienstadt). - = .-

-+ On the other hand, the town of
Bad Nauheim had 100 old German
Jewish families, There was not one
Jew left when the Americans cap-
tured the town, and none has re-
tumed since. This is the situation in
thousands of smaller. Jewish com-
munities, -~ 77
Two Approaches
Even the' scattered figures I
have presented here are not accu-
rate, Man{ of these Jews are not
Jews at-all except in the eyes of
Hitler, They are half Jews. con-
verted to one Christian. sect or an-
other, Perhaps 95 per cent of full
“professing Jews of German nation-

ality niow on German soil havé come| -

out of concentration camps, - ~ -
Technically, all German Jews
American cyes, first-of all
German,. which’ makes “them. an
" enemy people o' be tréated “as all
other enemy” people. /That'1s the
technical approach. "7
¢ human approach {s repre-
sented by a direetive fssued _by
SHAEF on Apr. 16, It provides
that encmy and ex-enemy nationals
persceuted  because of thelr race,
religion or antj-Nazi activities shall
- "be given the same assistance grant-
ol to dlg»lnccd persons, provided
Military Government authoritics ap-
. prove. PR e

-Treatment Varies - |5

This 1s & perfecily smind_dfrec-

2:Aive. It recognizes “that Cérmang]-
= -put - Into “concentralion camps’ for |
or political reasons-with |

“raclal
some_exceptions—are as much ene-
:-mles of faselsm, and thercforo as
much our Allies, as Ficnch, Croch,
- or Polish slavé labor, And it is only
in -the statistical scnse that Jews

.. "are the " chief bencficiarles of tha

- dirceliye, inasmuch as_Jews com-
* prise the bulk of German nationals

<. Who were released from concentra-
“tion_camps. - " -

The actual treatment given Cer-|

;| & mixture of the technical an

.| perhaps predominating. T hesitat!

man_Jews ‘and others -who hav I
come out of concentration cnn(\lpls
i

mane approaches, with the form.

to make -blanket statements, pre-
cisely because the situation - varies
enormously - from city to city and
even within single” communities,
The dircctive is clearly. penmissive
rather than mandatory and ' gives
indiyidual Military Government of-
feals complete 'discretibn ' as. to
whether or not they- want to treat
German  concentration * camp. in-
mates as-Germans or-as Germany’s
vietims, . oL eem

For instarice, in Frankfurt a start
has been made in- the ‘direction of
recognizing - the special rights -of |!
stch vietims, ‘A commitice has been
established ccifically to protect
the interest of German Jews in'mat-|}
ters such as housing ‘and clothing, |’
But in the most important matter of i
all—food-nothing -has been. done .
whatsoever and’ all” Germans. ‘in :
Frankfurt, \vhel.ber‘tbey were Nazis|i

or- victims - of ‘Nazism, are -gelting

the same vation. -7 - ;
Indeed - a- spokesman , at the
Frankfurt - Milit .Government
Food Office saidaa’at the German
Mayor started giving extra rations
to Jews when they retumed from
Theresienstadt, but that ‘the Milic
tary Government stopped the prac-
tice. as being “against "directives.”
The Food Office spokesman addbd
that “if these Germans want tofizo
into displaced persons camps, - they
are ‘entitled to do.so and get fhe
extra rations which. all ‘inmates of
these . camps now-get, But unless
they are wi]]inﬁ {0 go into camps,
we must treat them as Germans.”
¥ am. ‘assured:.at a’high Arm
level, however, tHat the Food . Of-
fice_at Frankfurt or anywheroe. else |
may, if it clicoses, issue supplemen: { & -
tary--rations to: German’ victims-of | 1
Nazi persccution- whether. the: Fare
in-camps or not. Under the direc-
tive I quoted above, these Germans
aro’entitled (o 2000 calorles daily | %
instead of the averago’ 1150, calo-
ries - constituting -the regulaf Ger-
man civilian ration, t- :
141,

In M , where a

has been set up in.Delialf of
tims ‘of the Nuremberg laws,” the
city government. has provided :a
special welfare fund for Jews an
also is granting them extra ratlons
) many. ¢ases.’ . :

fttee | <
“vie.







rARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECE.VED |
FRON:  U. S. Political Adviser, Hoechst, via War

10! _8eoretary of State, Washington

e
DATEDY July 21, 1946
NUMBER: 197

<

The following message rroa Earl G. Harrison for tnéiiq- . : o éi
formation of ths Secrstary of the Treasury and the Secratary « , : o
of State is transmitted, '

A tour of United States zones in Austria and Germany

having been finished, & sltuation so serious wae found in -
YAustriz that an interim report is belisved %o be essentlal

to urge action from a high level at once. 'The feeling lo~ :
cally is strong that Austria, because of the smaller numbers . \ o8
involved, has not reoceived as complete attentlon; repatrie- = - _
tion hss not orocesded at the same svift pace as from Germany, : Y
and the moveasnt has now slowed down.to a considerable extent, - . BN
The entire area is overpopulated to a serlous degree especlally = ?
with Hungarians and Germans and there is not in prospeot any ;
approval of evaouations. In Salzburg and Abersonau the popu~ R
lation of the people actually dlsplaced ies approximately .= : L
equél to the number of the normal population in those two
placss without taking into account military personnel. By
the presence of s disproportionate number of foreigners,-
prograca and planning of the Hilitery Government are impeded
at every turn, : .

it ad

Here the shortage of food sesms to Des even mors acute ,
than it 1s in Germany and ocamps whlaeh are resasonably sdequats
are more scarce obviously, Although there has been some ac~-
tion in Germany with reference to.fuel for the winter nothing =
is happening about fuel for Austria and nothing is known 2
sbout it and unless the population congeation around 8alzburg .
and Linz and the fuel and food shortages are.relleved military
leaders are afraid of epidesmilos. FProm thése conditlions more
rigid silitary control resulte inoluding oompulasion to enter
into poor camps and to reaain there striotly in order to re-
dute plundering and consumption of food.

. Porsons displsaced and sapecially groups subjeot my
mission at the present tisme %o even more unpleasant conditions
and oircumstences than exiat in most of the United States
tone in Germany, Unless remedial measures are iaken at onoce
the mors imminant approaoh of severs wintsr weather along
with lese sdequate looal resourdes indloate real dgngor and

. 2 . 5.7 ) G S ey
R D ’ua4rxnumfé%ﬁ€6”i, '
| Blate Dept. Letter, [ )

; S i, (I . - m 1L H. Parks ﬂh‘,{"__S_EE_ 1 1972
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suffering shead. A great mmny hotels and bulldings occupiled
at the present by Aray personnel are not intended for use

in the winter so thet there 18 an understandable tendency to
take over ostter centers of displsced persons. In additlon,
there 18 less indication here than in Geraany of UNRRA aotlon
end planning.

It 18 especially essentlal that prompt action be takan ’
ror: (1) the evacuation of 70,000 Hungarians; (2) the trans-
fer of a substantial number of Germans, 127,000; (3) drastic
assletance regarding supplies of fuel and food.

8iailar problems are veing experienced by the Twelfth
Corps, Third Aray area, Regensburg, Pascac -- overpopulation,
Hungaerians, Geraans belonging elsewhere -- so thst thls area
18 not able to give relief toward the situation in Austiris,
It consent of the Rusalans can be secured there are boRkE%
avalilable for taking Hungarians down ths Danube,

With regard to the departure of Warren for the UNRRA
Counoil Mesting in London, it is absolutely neceasary t.hat
not later than August 21 ua him there.

NURPHY

DC/LELLCW : UEW
(Initialed) LOW

7/23/46







~July 10,
1945

/
Kr, Orvis Schmidt
J. ¥. Pehle

&

Attached hereto is a copy of a memorandum dated - .
June 26, which was transeitted to the State and War
Departments, on the displaced nersons problem. :

Also attached is a cogy of a memorandum dated
July 6, received from the ¥War Department, commenting
on the suggestions made. You will note that paragraph U
contains the statement: . :

"The ¥ar Department would appreciate advice
whether the Treasury Department representatives
on this Committee will nowv support the War De-
partment in its efforts to reopen limited postal
comszunications.”

It will be appreciated if you will have this mstter
given orompt consideration. :

{Sigmed) 3.0, Pehle

Attachments L

Dpfriziann  7-10-45




July 10, {9&5

Dear Ted,

I am attaching hereto a copy of a
menorandum, dated July 6, 1945, from
Secretary MeCloy's office, on the displaced
persons problem. .

I would appreciate it if you would see
that a copy of this memorandun is placed in
the hands of Mr. Earl Harrison, United
States Representative on the Inter overnmental
Committee, who will be in touch with you. .

Sincerely yours,

: v
Kr. Theodore Ball
u. 8. Treagury Representuative
¢/o American Embassy =
Paris, France

Attachment

I JWP:1bh  7-10-y5




July 10, 1945
e
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WARREN:

Attached for your information
is a copy of a memorandum, dated duly 6, _
1945, received from Nr. McCloy's office, | N ii

on the displaced persons problen, 7 7 : o :‘i

T8%res) 3 W, able
J. W. Pehle

Attachment

M JWPilhh  7-10.45
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WAR DEPAR'MENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WAS{ING’I’OR, D.C.

6 July 1945

MNr., J. ¥. Pehle ’
Aseistant to the Bacretary &
Tressury Departssnt

¥ashingten, D. 0.

Dear ¥r. Pehle:

In Nr, KcCloy's avsence, I have been asked to’,reply to
your nszorandum of 26 June 1945 containing suggestions as to
steps vhich should be taken now by military authorities to bring
about mental angd physical rshabilitation of approximately 100,000
Jews located in the SHAEF zone of Germany. Nr. McCloy. recognizen.
the importance of this problex and agrees with all four of your
suggestions. TYor your information, I should like to summarige.
the steps which the military anthnrltlu hava already taken with
raspect to each of these suggestions, -

1. JRazoval to Displaced Persons Centers, It has been -
SHAEF's policy to remove liberated internses as rapidly as possible
fron concentration camps to displaced persons centers, According .
te the latest information, approximately 500 displaced persons -
centers are nov being operated in the SEAXF area,  Early in May,
SHAEF issued instructions to Arzy Groups that the conditions of
living of displaced persons shonld bs raised to a standard as high
az resouroes allov withont consideration of any advaree effect on
the living eonditions of the German people, It was stated that,
1f necessary, arrangements for alternativs accommodation should.
bs nade at the earliest possible momant by transferring Germans
from the neigh¥oring villages to the concentration camps, - Unfore
tunately, severe {yphus epldemics have often nscessitated tempow
Tary quarantining of liberated intsrnees in concentration oamp
areas, tut efforts have alvays baen made to improve living oone

- 41tions. Mo restriction has been placed upon persons who are able

and willing to resume 1ife in Gormany but the number ot thewe 14
vory szall,

2, m; snof Yood ggmuu. A target ration of 3,000
calories per day has bsen set for displaced persons uncoverald by
Allied armies in Gormany, As far as possible, the food necesmary
bo supply this targoet s obtained from indigenous rassurces, supe -
lemonted to the extent necessary by imports by military autho=
ties. In March and April, when large stocks of Gorzan food vers



s

_ * being captured, SHARF was able to Zest the target ration by mdding -
~ : only approximatsly 285 tons ia Narch and 9,631 tons in April, It :
vas recognized, howvever, that German stooks would soon dwindle and .
accordingly plans wers made to import necessary supplementary sups

plies for displaced persons through Combined. Clvil Affairs channsels,

a Daring May 114,761 tons of food vers imported for displaced persons
in Germany, 258,176 tons have bsen called forward for issus in June
and 242,265 tons in July. ' About 80% of these imports consist of
vheat and flour, the balance being canned meat, fats, dried or
sikirned milk, coffes, dehydrated soup, vitiminized chocolats, pulses,
biscuits, dried egza, canned fish, sugar and salt, The Army has
also frequently flown into camps special emergency suppliss such as
drugs, hospital squipnent and protsin hydrolysats for intravenous
feadirg, as well as medical, publis health gnd nutrition experts,
Upon disspolution of SHAR?, the U,S, Arny will contimus to import
sufficient food to feed displaced persons still remsining in the
U.3. zone of occupation, to the extent that German resources are
unable to carry the burden of fesding them. During the past fow
veeks, arrangements have besn discussed with UNERA whereby UNRRA
vould assuge the oblization of providing these supplies in the near
fature,

3. Ramoval of Children to Other Countries, It is understood *
that England and Prance have each offered to accept 1,000 war orphans, H
Svitzerland 2,000 and Svoden an indeteraifiate number., SHAXY has been . \\;_
actively cooperating in aaking necsssary arrangements. For example, A
in May the SHARF Mission (Prarce) made arrangements with the French
Goverpment for care of orphan ghildren in France including housing,
nedical sxamination and general wslfars, The first group of children
brought to France casms from the Buchenvald camp, :

 die e

4, Co icatisns nd from Liberated Internees., This prow-

blem has besn actively under considsration in the War Department since
3 the beginning of May. At a recent nmesting of the Communications

Ad hoc Connittee under the Chatrzanship of Hr, DeWolfe of the State
Departaent, ths War Departzent urgad immadiate reopening of communi~ .
cations {n order io allaviate the concern of many people in the - v
United States and at the sams time to ‘raiss. the morale of the libe- '
rated interness, - Howsvor, soms objections have been raised, parw
ticularly on the basis that resstablishment of communications might , %,
i#pede forelgn funds control operations, Thes ¥War Department would
aopreaiate advice whether the 2reasury Department representatives on
this Committes will Rov.support the War Department in its efforts te

Feopen limited postal colmunications,

Sincerely yours,

DAVIDSON SOMMERS
Major, Afr Corps |
Asa't Kxoc to Asalt Boo [

S

p
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XJ NEW YORK NY-JUN 27 1345 IOSP o
HONORABLE HENRY MORGENTHAU JR o *5 AR 218
8ECY TO THE TREASY - o =
IN- FURTHER REFERENCE MY LETTER JUNE: roumeem N mm i

POINTED OUT ADVISABILITY OF AN ASSOCIATE Foa nn mmaou f
 THOROUGHLY STEEPED IN JEWISH snumon I asr mm R w\msou A
SATURDAY HE~F0 nscoamzsn AnmAmurv SUCH AN AIDE sror ou ;
REVIEWING PERSONS AVATUABLE WE AGREED THAT uosr CAPABLE rensou T
FOR SUCH MISS10N 1S DR JOSEPH. SCHWARTZ WHO HAS;T_'” m Louc ' ‘ :
EXPERIENCE IN FIELD | suassqusm.v mscusssn wmsn mm ;\
LEADERS OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALEsrmE m THE Aut:mcm U
JEWISH CONFERENCE THE TWO MOST REPRESENTATWE nomes mme Y“

WITH WORLD JEWISH PROBLEMS AND PALESTINE | HAVE BEEN ASKED BY ;
THESE LEATERS. TO CONVEY TO YOU THE URGENT REQUEST THATI¥6 o
“TESIGHATE IR SCHWARTZ AS AN ASSOCIATE FOR WR HARRISON. (N, m-:‘ P
MISS10N ENTRUSTED HIM ABROAD 1. HAVE DISCUSSED T)
DR SCHWARTZ WHO ADVISES ME THAT. HE ‘15, PREPAR

DISASSOCIATE HIMSELF FOR THE TINE. nzqun";"en FROM, uls mssnrf
WORK WITH THE JOINT DISTRIBUT{ION commze:lsﬁm THAT A
TECISION CAN BE MADE PROMPTLY TO INSURE SOONEST Ps3IBLE
REPORT AND SUBSEQUENT ACTION WITH smcsae m\m

MEYER W msém,,







ne inierested Azerican publie is. Decoming gravely con-
sver tae pligcnt of aﬁo“axizane1y 100, OOO Jews located

e SHAsF g2anre of Ferzany. Yhile fronm all reporte the

ass done & verv eredlteble Job on the repatriaticn of

aced nerrang, these Jews are for the most part non-repat-
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8. »azpsTently, moel of vinem are 8till 1iv1ng in the con-
tion esmos wnere taey were Tound by the Allied Armies,
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Taese nuran beings are the survivors of those who guf-

fered =moetl and loneest froa %tre syetematic Germen persecuvions,
Gecause of tneir long sufferings and unknown futures they are
secessarlily sn tae verge of mental as well as phyesical collepre,
“nile it 1s clear that 1t willl igke some time to solve the prob-
lem of thelr "ltiﬁate reseltlement, stepe ‘ould be taken now

T3 Oring a%out Taelr tental and onysical ;ehaoilitation.

Thes rsllowing sugzesiions are apde toward this end:

(1) Tnoee who desi~e vo Be careda for oy the Allled
zilizary autnorities, snould be removed &s soon
&9 5«:;1310 from tne concentration camps, the
scenee of ihelr great misery and. torture vhere
releu-vns and frlepndes were biileg before thein
avaes, te Displacad Pereone Centers whiech can
o2 estavlisned in other greas firom which the
Javung cspzlatiod co ve everuated, It le underw
gtond thet thla.&ystem wae pred vith conslideradle
aueaear in Itely vhere whele towns were eveousted
for refuceen, Ffrsonﬁ whHo ave able and willing
to “nfe ety “ﬂﬂhcﬂp with the'rest of {he vop-
ulatlon nhsgll ba ’rnﬂ o lesve *hnun centers at
will,

“A2) T pledunte fool ernnliss ghonld e made aveilable.
Tan Long End of h“‘Vﬁ ion whiioh these voople
ﬂ%??i“ﬁ5 1% : In a Zeploroble physieal
esndlition, .noir “ﬁhnaili'rtion te normal live
ing veculver alesecrio and vood Tood .nt onco,
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Sincs, accovaing 10 most estinatves, Gerﬁan sur- .
ciueee of Pood will not last lcngz, the fcod sup-
oliee for ilsp‘aced DEreons reJaining in the
enxtere enculd De sunplemented by food brought
Pres cuiside Jtr*auy bylthe ailitary aathorLties.

and wi : lazt enecisl care shoulc

oe “ﬂ-ove~ Iron these camog BE EOOR &s oosslole

T7 TexZzorary pe*uﬂe in rearby couniris résdy

an® +11ling to receive tnem, Swit zerlend, Bweden,
Frence and Englend are eald to have offereﬁ to
sccent ceveral tnourand of these wer orphans,

A s¥eten of coxmmunlieation eshould be estubdlighed
ae e0on ae noesglible 1o oerail theee people Lo
send and receive pereonsl meesacee., The com=
91ete eegrezation 27 there peopnle froa families
an? frisnde for ec many years veXes the availl-
aailit; of communiceation facilities-a vital
morgle factor in their rehsbilitation, Until
th=ce perssne ¢can ¥write to thelyr friends ard
reletives 1t will pe 3ifficult to sonvince them
that They n=ve been lilZergted and are no longer
englaved,

*d, W. Pehle
agsistant to.the Secretary
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The interested Amsriocan publio is bsecoming gravely con-
csriied over the plight of approximately 100,000 Jews located
in thes BHAEF :one of Gsraany. ¥hile from all reports the
Aray has done a very oreditable job on the rapatriation of .
displaced persons, these Jews are for the most part non-repat-
risbles. Apparent » 30t of theam are still living in the cone

‘centration camps whers they were found by the Alllgg Armies.

Ths :

These human beings are the survivors of those who guf-
fered most and longest from the systematlc German persecutions.
Bsoause of their long sufferings and unknown futurase they are
nsdsssarily on the verge of mental as well as physical collapse.
¥hile it 1g clear that 1t will take some time to solve the prob-
len of their ultimste resottlement, steps should be taken agy
to bring about their mental and physical rehablilitation,

The following suggestions are made toward this end:

(1) Those who desire to bs oared for by the Allied

A sllitary authorities, should be removed zs soon
as possible from the gonceniration oamps, the
scenes of their great misery and torture where .
relatives and friends were killed before their
syes, to Displaced Persons Centers whioh can
bs established in other areas from whioch the
Germsn population can be evaguated. It s under-
8tood that this system was used with considerabls
suoccess in Italg where whole townswers avaouated
for refugees, Peraons who are able and willing -
to take their chances with the rszi of the pop=
ulation should be free to leave these centers at

' will,

\///}2) Adequate food supplies should bs made available.
The long period of privation whioh these people
aurvived has left them in a deplorable phyaioal
condition, Their rehabilitation to normal live
Ang requires adequate and good food at once,
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Since, according to most estimates, German gur-
pluses of food will not last long, the food sup=
plies for displaced persons rexaining in the
Centers ehould bs supplementsd by food brought
froa outside Germany by the military authorities,

(3) The children of this group, many of whom cannot
reagexzber any life outside éazl concentration oamps
and who need imamedliate and special oare, should
be removed from these camps as soon as pousaibls
to temporary refuge in nearby countries ready -
and willing to receive them. Bwitzerland, Sweden,
France and England are said to have offered to
agcept several thoussnd of these war orphana.

L/Lc) A system of comaunication should be established
as soon as possible to permit these people to
eend and receive personal msasages. The come T
plete segregation of these psople from familles :
and friends for ao many years makes the avalle
ability of communicatlion facilities a vital . s
morale factor in their rehabilitation. Until
these persons can write to their friends and
relatives it will be difficult to convince them
that they have been liberated and are no longer
enslaved.

T
p

Jo Vsa POhJ.l N .
-Assistant to the Secretary
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STZNCAND Fomve 32 %

Office Menzorandum - v STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE:  June 25, 1945 -

T0 : TAR RRFUGEE BOARD, Miss Bodel

nov : George L. Wargen

Attachod are copies of the memorandum to the
White House in respsot to Mr. Harrison's trip and
dreft of the letter to ¥r. Harrison for the Presi~

dent's signature. 7This material went to the White

We have had no.

House on Thursday, June 21, 1945,

wordﬁwhatlzer the whlte‘;ﬂwu sent the m;morandum and

letter on to the Presidont on the .Heét Const,

gl

lr::;.om-;rqgs heJ
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June 21, 1945

£

HINCRAKUUE rGR THX PHUSILENT

3

Subjeots Mr. far) G. Harrison's nission 4o XKurope on refuges matters

furausnt $0 a swggestion by the Seoretary of the Treasury, tho Dee
partent of State has direoted ¥r. Earl G, Harrison, this Govornment's
reprosentative oa the Intergovernmental Committes on Refugeen, to procesd
imwdiatsly So the liberated countries of “urops and to Germany to ascer-
taln ths nssds of atsteloss and non-repatrisbles, particularly Jews,
amon; the dlsplaced peraons in Germany and 4o what sxtent those neads
aro being provided at present Ly military authorities,  governments,
intsrnaticnal, national or private organieations. Mr, Harrison has also
boon directed vo dstermine in gensral the views of ths rofugeos with
reapesot to their future deatinatiocns,

Ths =ajority of displaced persons possaessing the naticnality of a
United Nations Govarnnent are being returned to their home sountries
rapidly by SEARP, Pending such return thoy ars represented by lialison
officcrs of their respootive govornmants attached to SHAEF,

the non~-repatriablcs oonalis: primarily of tho Jewish survivors of
lingl parsecublons and of other groups such as Polish and Baltio nationals
whose roturn to thelr countries ia delayed for politiocal roasons. Th ,
ars without official represestation at SHATF, laok commnication facilities .
with friends and families, and arc rithout guideance as to thoir future.
Private groups in this country intercstsd in these refugecs are pressing. -
urgontly for inforcatlon oconcerning. thelr prescnt altuation and plans for
thelr cars. ‘Agensies of the Fedoral Government require this information
in ordor to deal effeotively with the problem through military ohannels o
and the internaticnal organizations in which this Goverament purtioipates
&8 & manbor, - IR o

Nre Harrisca's mission has oen approvod by SHARF. An expression
of your intersat w11l faoilitsts the mimsion and reasaure intorosted
groups soncernsd with the Aiture of the refugora that positive manauress
are being undertakon on thelr bekalf. Attaohed 18 e lotter for your ;
aignaturs addressed to ire iarrison exprossing suoh interest, if thig §
aobion moots with your approval, 1 shall be Gind to oo thay the latter
is sent to ur, iarrison in Suropr. i

“nolosurs ) .
Yo Mr. iarefeaon . JOIFER G GRLY

AoGing G-oratary

»

P
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¥y dear Kr, Harrison:

1 &0 advised by the Departwont of State that you are i
to proocecd abroad to inguire into the needs of statoless .
and non-repatrisble refugess among the displsced psresons ) : ) 7
in Gerzany and to determine the extont to which those nocds
are now bsing met by military, governmental and privato e
rganizationse It Is important to the early restoration 2
of pstas and order in “urope that plans be developed to
asct tho necds of thoss vho for justifiamble reasons cannoy
roturn to their countries ¢f pre-war residence.

{ wish you every suscoese in your mission and will be : .
interested to reasive Jour report upon your return, X

Very sinceraly yours ’

Hre Larl G, Harsison T
2301 raokard Building, o
Fhiladelphis 2, Pennaylvania,




srovression of your interes

ol
‘

MEMORANDUM FCR_THE PRESIDENT

Subject! ¥r. arl G. Harrison's nission to Eurobe on .
- refuzee maliers I

Fursuant to & suggestlon Dy -the Secretary of the Treasury,
tae 2leperinent of State had diregied ¥Mr. Eerl G. Harrison, .
als Jovernzent's reoreseniative on tne Intergovernmental
Cozzitiee on Rsfugees, To piroceed lmmediately to tne liberated
couniries of Zurope end U0 Germany to &scertaln the needs of
stateleas and non-repatriables, particulerly Jews, among ihe
displaceld oersons in Germeny and 1o wngtl extent lhogé needs
srs seing orovided av oresent oy military auvhorivies, govern-
zenta, Intersstlonal, netlonal or privave orgenizaliong.: Kr.
rrieon nas sleo tgen direcled to delermine in general ‘the
views of Tne refugess with reenecl ts tneir future destina-
tions,

s

Tne zalority of dieplaced versons possessing the netion-

ality o/ ;

asag countries raoldly by SHAZF., Pending such return: they are
rzoresented DY llalson cfficers of taelr respective govern-
agnte atiacnasd (o 3HAzF,

The nonh-repetrisoles consist primarily of the Jewish
survivors of llazl persecutions and of otner groups sucn as
Poliss and Baltlic netlonals wicse return to thelr countries
12 delayed for nolitical reasons. They are without official
reorecentation st SHAEF, lack communicstion facllivies with
feiends and families; and are without guidance as to thelir
futurs. Frivate zrouvs in ta:s counliry interestved in-tnese
refugees are pressing urgently: fov information concernlng thelr
orsgent clfuetlion end nlane for iseir care. Agenclee of the
Faleral Goveraneni regulre tnis informetion in order to deal
effectively witn ‘the orobles througd 21litary criennele and

Stae Interastlonal crginizations howiden this Government

nerticiosies ag p e s

Ar, Hearplaosn'g mission hee vecn peoprovas Uy SHARP, - An

t 'L facilitete the fission and
regsrure interested grouss concerned wilh the futlure of the
refurees Lot positive geseuree aro bDeing undertaien on-tnely
oehnll, Atieenad Is s letter Tor your alpnnture anddressed to
e, Hovrieon exoreasing aden intereey, 4 Unis actlon aects
witn your ecprovael, I sheil oe gled t9 see LDAU the letter

S

le sant to Ur. Haveslgon in Surope,

Enclogure: JGsekH C. GREW
To Mr., Heerison Acting Saeorciary

a Unlved latlons Government are celng returned %6 their

B

[ VT Y



dear Mr, Hzrrison:

I gx gdvt
or

rsn—repatrlzoic refugees &30Rg

Gerzs eny and Lo

now oeing zetl oy =illivary,
2L lzatliois,

ﬁcﬂ‘l

470 19 thsir c¢osanirize of ore-war residence,

I wvisn you

v
)
inerested o

Very elncerely yours,

¥r. Zarl 8. Harrison
:‘01 Paczard Building
Potladelohia 2, Pennsvlvania,

eed by the Departrent of State that you are

oceed abrozd tc inqulre iato tae needs of stateless
tne displaced persons

13 deterzine the exTent Lo walen tnose needs
governmenlel and private
It is lmoortant to tne early resioration.

peace &and order In Europe lnat plans ve developed to
tne neede of inose wno for justifliable ressons cannot

% every succees in your mission and will be
receive your recori upon your roiurn:

3
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pave 21 June

; 1945
Yo Higs Hodel '

Fmen  J, W, Penle

Pleagse advise MeClelland that under ‘the ,
circuustances, Mr., Harrigon would like to have
Katzki ‘accoupany him, and will get in touch
with hin when he arrives in Europe.







DEPARTMENT

-

. INCOMING ©_ DIVISIONOF .. = -
OF . ‘ CENTRAL SERV!CES .
STATE : TELEGGPRyAM LEGRAPH SECTION ‘
CSL-529 Bern ,
3 Distribution of truc - .
rizdéing only by spacial Dated Juna 20, 1945
zrrangenent, W)y
& Reeld, 8:03 p,m, _.
e
: &
f S
Sceretary of Stato . S
R "o
Fashington ;Q -
er =
Us URGENT ts}
: kS
3256, Junc 20, 4 p.m. o
Q. ’ F \ "
O'D'.Y_R "RB FR0!. L.CCLELLAND, )
DSPT'S 2076 "RB 535 Junc 19 and LEGT'S 3242 Juno 19, . AN
‘hcrcas I much apprcciate sugpestion that I accompany

ir. 3arl Harrison Amorican delegatc to IGCR on survey trip

in zuropc and Board!s approval thercof, I am afraid this

&4

[
g A1

7ill bc practicelly impossinle sinco I have a minimum of

cks worlk shead of mo gotting off rofugGO‘convéys;

writing final "RB roport gnad:. gonorally windlng up Board
a!faira in Switzorland.

wardod.

Providod it does not 1ntcrfcro with his 'RB work 1n
Swibzfrlgnd pﬂ?tlculﬂrlv dispatching thoso rorugoca, I

¢
no gloseky X

maw sl Y
Toor o .
&

tﬁrmlv roeconmeond Hﬁrbart Katzii ¢o accompany Lip Hnrriaon ir
this moots vith Boardls approval,

He Ko 18 wolld acquaintoed
with quostion of diaplaeccd porsons 3n Europo and would

be much intércs!fé in such a trip,

& HATRISON
, s

DECLASSIIED
Blate Dept., Letter, 1-11:12,

By 1. 1 Parks Dato, M 00, 1 1972
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Tas follouing for Lcclollmd Tron O'Dwyer 10 I‘RD bab,
Glearunce obtained for lir. Egrl Harrison, Anerlo&

Delegate to Intergoverntontal Committoe on Refue‘ees, to ' o N ¥

proceed in very neor future to the nbemted courvtries of g : N\

arope cni to Oersany to 1meﬂtignto certcin raotc regard--

Aing dieplaced pereons, parcicu-‘.rly Jewa. He would be

chergod to escertein needs of thoce neople wa to vhat oxtont

those needs being provided by internationsl,. ﬁétionui, or

Lrivate orgenizations. )

. It o beon suggested tlint you uccompnny Ilg.rriron on thia
piepion uo (3‘6601(.»1 Attocig of thﬁ huericen Lege uon in norn.
Yourd iwtrtily approvec. Ir m;roeuble x;;th you, ;lpaco tdving

¢t once. Harricon 111 ;roceod to Farin shortly und you 1111

MOTIG
(L) - !
. '/u, wVtr00 i
G 18/46 . w
/ DBOLABSIFIED

Blato Dept, Leiter, "“'"p -1 1972
By B 1L Parks Date_ M 2,




OABLE YOR HOOLRLLAXD, BERN, FWON O'DUYTR, VAR REFUOXH BOARD -

Cloarance has besn o‘utaiud for Nr, %a¥l Harrison, the Anaﬂ.uan .

Delegate to the Int-r-ﬂonmmm Golnu;u on Refugess, to prosesd
in the very near futurs to the liverated duntries of Purops and to
Cernany to investigate ceréatin faota vmx Tagerd to dtsplsood parson-.
particularly Jews, He wonld be eharge& to amrtm\ the needs of

e

thase neople and to vhae oxtent thosc neods ars bamg provim by

internationsl, nauona.l. or privats arganl.ut!.am.
It has besn suggested that you aoconpany Kmlwn on thisg
niesion as Opsoial AStachs of tha Aao’rim Legation in Barn, Board
heartily ayproves, 1If agrecadls with you, rleass advise at once,

Harrison will procesd 4o Parip shortly and, you will bo ndv!,nod vhen
and vhere to meet him, ‘

9«&_ Phsva. 6/10/45

B, Pllee,

. ma s sl v i+
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Distribution of true B Sé?
reading only by speclal . Dated June 19, 194
arrangezent ( W) ® :
Rec'd 7:10 p.ao., 2d£h
'y ~D
Secretary or State, ﬂ . =32 - —
0 7
Washington, l} Ei?i =
LGUry - .
US URGENT O g

3242, June 19, 9 p.m. Lo i

Pl ' : S |
PERSONAL FOR O'DWYER OF “RB. FROM MCCLELLAND :
Dept's 1971, WRB'} 5316 and Legation's 3064

, Juje 6.
Regret not having beenréble answer vour 531 sooner

34

¢ Was absent from Switzerland visiting concentration

[ -3

Lnons the

G
e ag:

ps in Germany from June 8 to-16.
Although I should 1ike to comply with your desire

uaraBe, &

-
* oI
H

t

(]
Mk iy

s o e
"ol

t 1 come to “ashington for consultntion on termination

ard activities in Switzerlnnd, such trip would be

oW et
T ooegurics
~
2
N
..,.m

“«
LD A

eticplly very dirricult both Tor orricinl and peraonnl

bt )

-
 paoe
\bs

. reascns. Please pdvige regarding Lta necessity, :
Berring any unforeseen delays or complicntions g
in getting off refugee group- scheduled loave Switzorland

for gouthorn Italy towsrd end thig month with possibly

# gecond convoy of 700 certificnte holders leaving mid
: July diroctly

D

TR T
Blato l’fspt. Leer, 3 “E’P 1 1972
- By B ML PUrks Do e




-2-#3242, June 19, 9 p.m. froxm Bern

July direétly for Palestine, I should be able quWard
overall report and records toigou by pouch between Jply

15 end 20,

Herbert Xat,ki's assistance in Switzerlang will be /

hecessary unti] depsrture these refugees. It may be
possivle send part of records back with him &f ang wher’
returns to Washington.

A8 soon as books caﬁ be definitely cloeed;bn Board
financizl operstions in Switzerland I will return unspent
confidential funds along with proceeds sale WRB equip~

ment as instructed,

HARRI SON

Ju

4
/:4-;"{/\ s
S







June 18, 1945
PARAPHRABE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
=% OF TELEGRAM R)

Fron; Paris

To: Beoretary of State

The following telegram dated June 16 has besen received
from Nr. Murphy: '

The visit of Ur, Earl Harrison ana ¥r, Roawald MoOlellana
will be welcomed by SHAEF which approves of having the
suggested survey made,

Paraphrased;

Us PENVH
= aa/wp)

o

Py
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June 12, 1946

MEHORAKDUX

Hr. Earl Harrison and George Warren ocalled on Mr. Peghle
ltoday congeraing the problem of refugees in libsrated Europe.
Hiss Hodel of the War Refugee Board waa also present. The
prinoipal discuesion of thes meeting related tc the proposed
aission of Hr. Harrison to &scertain certain facts with re-
gard to displaced persons in Burope, partisularly Jews.

Kr. Penle explained the interast of the Ssoretary of the
Tressury in the matter and informed Mr. Harrison and Mr,
Warren of the pressure whioh had been received from various
groups, particularly the political Zionists, for an investi-
gatlon of thie kind to be made. MNr. Pehle made it oclesr that
Seoretary Morgenthau was primarily concerned with ihe problem

of the needs of these dlsplaced people; that the ‘Zioniey groups

are primarily interested in obtaining information ocohaerning
the desire of these people to emigrate from Europe.

It was apparent from the oonversation that Nr, Harrison
would be willing to undertske the proposed mission. He 8ld0
appeared to approvae wholehesrtedly the recommendation that
Hr. HoClelland assist him., It was suggested that Mr. Harrigon
undertake the mission not as the American Delegate t0 the |
Intergovernasntal Comnittes but as a representative of the
United States Governaent, possibly as an emiseary of the
President or at least of the Ssoretary of 5tate with a per-
sonal letter from the Preaident. Mr, Warren stated that he’
would get into the matter of arranglng these details and: '
:ould :lear with ¥r. Pehle before setting any formal requast

n motion, ' - '

Mr, ¥arren then gave a sumaapy of the latest informstion
avallable to him concerning the displaced peoples in Europe.
He pointed out that the numsber of these people has not yet
besn ascartainegd snd that there is considerable confusion re-
sulting from preliminary reports., He explained the SHAEF
nethod of handling displaced persons and pointed out that
the most 4ifficult problem at ths moment arlses from seriously
inadequave food supplies, : : :

*

PH:nd 6/12/45







COPY
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. SPEZCIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY
OF STATE

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1945

Dear ¥r. Pehle:
I am sending you a cony of tne telegfam

which has already gone to ¥r. Murphy and which

I think covers the sitnation as you presented

: # .
it to me tnis morning. o o . f
Sincerely yours, § ) [
s/ William Phillips {3
William Phillins ?{
Zncloanre;
Cony of L : : :
telegram, ; .

Kr. John ¥, Pehle

Hoom 3420, Treasury Department

Washington, D, C.




FOR UURPHY

It has been suggested that ¥r. Zarl Harrison, the
A=zerican Delegate to the Inter-Government Committee on
Refupgees =ccompanied possibly by Nr. Roswald ¥cClelland
Snecial Attache in the American Legation, Bern, should
nrocead %o the liberated countries of Europe and to
Gerzany to ascertain certain facts with regard to
displaced persons varticenlarly Jews., ¥r. Harrison
wonld be charged to ascertain their needs and to what
extent those needs are being provided by international,_
. national or private organizations. ) 7

I feel tnat this is a matter which shonld have our
wholehearted supnort and I-ﬁhéuldwbewgfatefuliif-you
would take it wo immediately with General Eisenhower with
a vieyw to gsecuring hiaingrmissloh to tpevsnrvey, |

Acting,

SA/WP:WPhillina:fhh 6/11/u%

s
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From various sources, inforaation héa reaohed‘mé"tﬁat thé
situation of the displeced peoples of Europe,and-partlédlgﬁly;
that of the approximately one million surviving Jews,'ivany
sericus. It nas oeen pointed out thet"gge positibn of ‘the Jews
is more difficult than that of any other elementlln the.European;

coscunity, thsi these Jews continue to oe victinms in many coun=

tries of racial hate engendered and intensified by fhe Nazis.

Kany groups in this country feel that the United Nationef
did not act vigorously enough or were unanle to take action
that ®ight have prevented the massacre of millions of European
Jews. These groups also believe that, now that the war in
Europe ls over, the opportunity exists for immedianeiy'aééisting
the surviving Jews wno as a people were tne greatest victims of
the MNazis,

In order to deternine what the needs of these people are .
and wnat can og done for them that is not novw being performed by
I lntergovernmental, governmental and Drlvate ageneies I
suggest that a special migsion e sent at once 0 1nveatigate the
situntion, To undertake such & miselion, I suggeat Earl Harrison,
the United Szntserrepresentative~gg.the,lntgrgoVégnpgntdi S
Oommitte&,‘:ﬁehoaw;il Mﬁziéllaﬁé, the repreaentative of ﬁhe War

Refugee Board in Barn, Switzerland,




Prom various sources, inforsation has rllhﬂod'ic ﬁhlt §B§
siGuation of the displaced pecples of Europe,and’ plrtxnultrly
. that of . the approximately one million surviving Jevc, is’ vorx
serious, It hss besen pointed out that the pqultiqg-or the Jnvo
ie more difficult than that of any other elesment in the Egroﬁian
comaunity, that thess Jews continue to be viotims 1ln many coun~
triep of racial hate engendersd and intensified by the Razis,

Many groups in this oountry feel that the United Nations
did not aot vigorously enough or u;ra unable to take sotion
that might have preventsd the masssors of millions of Europp;n‘
Joews. Thess groups also believe that, now that the war in

RBurops 1s over, the opportunity exists for 1smédintdly aselsting

the surviving Jews who as a people vere;tbe greatest viotime of
the Nazis. . |

In order to deteraine what the needs of these people aré
and wh:t oan be done for them that is not now baxng perrorlcd by
ha lntergovornmontal govornnontal and privnte agenoles, I
suggest that a speoial mission be sant lt onoe %o invesiigate the
situation. %o undortsko such a -1aoion, 1 auggout Earl- Harra-on,
the United Btatas represontattvo on tho Xn;orcov-rnlontnl
Oommittes, or Roswell HoOlelland, the reprolontntivt of tho War
Refugee Board in Bern, Switserland.
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;ggkgczn ansons gg; 3 ggL:As: : SN

it nicarr g

2h4 gignntia task of looating, regiatering, houllng, tondlug
and finally repatriating displacsd persons is. bexng r-pxig, ‘
olsarod avay in the Allled RN 1n Gornany, lnd prtuont proppootl
are that ths problaa will bs substantially rednocd uithln tho
next two months, it _wag announced today.

Ths announgersnt ¥&e mrds by Kr. John J. Hocloy, Assistant
8soretary of ¥ar and Chzirman of the Combined Dlvll Arrairl Gon«
Bitgen, Anglo—ﬁaarican Group charged by the Gomblned chierl ot
Staff with ths milltary rGSponsibility orf. handllng civillan ,
problena contingent with and oocurring in ths vake of battl!.azd

A { ‘ i
The probleu of displaced paruonu--ineluding priaonero ot ’ : g' £ \R a
var of aermanry Palitioal and raolal prieoners and slave 1aborerl-—

was one of the nost complioated and urgent mattera raoing the ,

e i R i

Allles when they over-ran Garmany and the Wehrmanht cellapaod.
nallions of persons or every nstionality and every valk of 11to . : s
glutted the roads, COnoenbration camps were filled wlth helpless . B
people. Hany were starved amd siok.. ALl had but one goal-- %o |
got homs,

- The Allieu uncovered almost 8,800,000 displaced poraonl. As
of June 18, 3,075,726 of these had been repatriated to their home
sountries. Another 2,177,609 vere boing oared for in A;liod o
diuplacod poraons camps avalting repatriltion or olarlt&oution oth
;hair nationality ntatnc and anothor 168 200 weres astiuutod to be
living outsids dlnplaucd persons oamps., , ,

y A1l rcport- indicate ntend: 1npravnnynt 1n tho hanaltng or
dinplaood persons and saAsr has estimated thnt tha entire problem

ney




';i-ny roaolve 1tselr by Saptenher 1 1nto caring tor the reaidunl

or non~repatr1ablaa and statelenn parsons.l ) S

Aa of nid-Juna, tha nuaber or persons ;epatrlntod. by
naiionalltias, vas as rollows. Franch - 1 208, 750, or vhon
138 950 uare returnnd to Franoe by Air:janalian - 1 287 550. :
Belglans - . 242,309; of whom 11,383 nré ropatrlnted by au-;
Dutoh - 167 ooo, Itallan - 129 566. Gzeuhoalovak - 52 7093
thoal:v -1 892, Luxeuhourgeoia - 8 000._

or the 2, 545 809 dieplacod peraons atill not ropatrlntcd.
by tar the 1argeat grcup ia Rnsaian. Tho reason tor thia 10 o
that there was no reaalble method of repatrlating Rusailna nntll
the Gersan defeat and ths Rnssians and Allien 11nked thair rrontu.
Ratitication on Hay 22 of the Leipzig agreemene, through vhich |
the Rnuaiana and Allies agreed ona repntriatlon pbiloy, ia
renulting 1n fast repatriation ot Russlans.i Undor this plan,_k

system of dslivering diaplacod peraons through Army linas at, ;i
agreed reception-delivery points, ten on each slda or the prouent
DSSR-BHAEP line, was set up. Erreot or the agroomant 1u 111ustrn-'
ted by :hees tiguran. Aa of Hay 26, ahout 160 000 Rualianl hnd
baon turned over by the 2lat and lzth Army Oroups. By June 17
that riguro had gone to 1 287 550. _
A oonplrativoly tu&ll nnmber or Polee had beon ropatriated
as of Juna 18 beoausa ot deoisionc pendlng on tha Polish ultuntlon._
Pernonn ot ironoh nationality comprisod ono of thn lnrgo-t
dicpluoed group in Qarﬂany The tuocenn or tho DP progran 11’
illuutrated by tha ract that, or npproximately 1 600.000 Franoh
unoovsrad 1n the 5KAEP Lore vlthin Qarmany, only About 1oo.ooo
reuainad to bo repatriated,

vt




e,

Behind the. bars: figures, n; thn uncoror;ng or 5 413,535

 g1splaced persons and repatriating: 5.075.726 a8 of. MQ-NM

lies a story full of drama,. o Sl R

-Vast; -ragged;-hupgry araiea of paoplc roanpd the - Gorlnu ,V?“
gountryesids, and the Alllaa,had to bring order out of chaol -
chamnelljing . the.movement of aheapaople.,onntrolxing.publ&g;‘-;.z'
safety, providipg medioinss, food ang;genporaxythouﬁiﬁg, olothing
and delousing them so as to prevent louse~borne diseacesn, dbtor~
linlng,ghegnationali;y,etazusror DFs and: initiating processes that
would skart them on their way hoxe. ;Thgga,vas;qlso,thefmatggg oi
velfare and recrgation, and in getting vp étupiaead parsond ouip-
the Allies took thege two factors:into. sonsideration by prdvxhlng:
proper sanitation facllities, - tha best tvailable domestio -gon-
venlsnces, sports, reoreation, etec. - R

In German concentration camps were, tound atnpved, mentnlly
pumbed veople 1n vhon -11t%le 1ife. .was loft,.  Bome. hnd gono utth—
out tood for so 1ong that thsy would. hava died had. they- been. .
allovnn to eat norually. rcozlxtios for intravenous feeding had
to.be -uppliad inmediataly. As an example of onergonoy ntopu
taken in Gehalf of thees. peoplo. a nutrltlon ncnaultunt and 100,
Britich medical studantn wers: tlovu vlth $0p: prlor&ty to thc oamp
a4t Belsen to Antravensously feed persons in stages of ndvanpod

malmutrition. Sisilap o:§r39n91~|tépn;wore tnknn;thrnughéﬁtftho
BHAEF area. . . L
7 —!ollovtng,;rc;oiilplea'or npoqlql steps: taken An the Alliedi
sone -to provids oare and.oomfort for displmoed personsi .. . ...
,:Bncolgi;dipp}hetd pgrlonnahaapltclq.worn~lot,up whers 11}
DFs got the hest medical gare, food and faoilities available,
| Nobile

Lo

®

i
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Kobile film units wers oirculated to DP qglpsfao-ihnt‘thé
former prisoners of the Germans, who had denied thenm nnﬁi ot:tho
bare necessities of life, let alone any relaxation, oould be

entertained with the latest available Amsrican and Britigh motion

pictures. &

Special dusting apparatus was flown in to dslouse dlsplaced
persons and prevent ths spread of disease, including ?he dreaded
typhms, A )

German medical supplies and German food stooks¢~both from
civilian sourcee and captured enemy stocks, were aarmarked for
the alleviation of DP feeding problems.

Speciasl truck convoys and trains were set up to bring de
Cross relief supplies, stockpiled in Switzerland, to Allied
prisoners of war and displaced persons in Usrmany,

Displaced persons have redoived highly prefersntial treat-

Jent in Germany. Army Groups were instruoted to ralge living

conditions of DFs to a standard as high as’ resources allow wlth-
out consideration of any adverse effeot on living conditlona or '
the German people., A SHAEF diresotive ordered that Germans would

be moved out of their hoaan anmd into rorner Gornan oonoentravlon

camps to provide shelter tor displaced peraonn in Garman housea
Af such aotion wasg necessary. _

A pgiority syetem for repatriation was oatabl;ahéd and 1t
was acoomplished in this order: firat, United States and British
prisoners of war; second, United Hations politioal deportocs;
third, United Natione prisoners of war; fourth, United Nations

‘a1splaced persons; fifth, Italian dieplaced persons, sixth, other
. ox~snemy displaced persons.

By




: By the end of summer, the United Nations Rehabilitation o ’
and Rellief Administration, acting in behalf of and under ngrcon:nt
with silitary authorities, will have asgumed vlrtunlly tha entlre _ ‘
Eanpower burden of handlirg displaced persons. Ths ahirt already . - l
has begun with UKRRA parsonnsl nov funotioning in some 200 DP
camps, B0 cf them opesrated excluslvely by URRRA representatives.

URRRA is beginninz to work its ¥&ay into the problenm by.taklng over

eray offlcers go they cen be absorbed in the pregent sdministra-
tive set-up. ‘ .
As of June 18, 280 UNRRA teams were deployed throughout the N .

Allied zone in Gornany, and about 4,729 persons, moutly Europeans, Oy

, o |

on a cazp-by-carp basls and key personnel ars sitting alongside ‘ .
I
|

had besn reoruited by UNRRA for DP work.

The DP problem will soon have reduced itself largely to a » A
. ! ©
mattor of oaring for stateless pereons, non-repatriables and .

unaccompanied childran, many born in concentration canmps, whoue

parenthood or citlzenship 1is not, and probably never will be,
known. '

UNRRA éventually will hand over to the Inter-Governmantal : ,
Committee on Refugees, which will have the problemvot-flnding ' *
places for stateless and non-repatriable porlonu =~ those paoplo
whom the Nazia and the sar turned into men wlthout eountrlou.

Thie problem must be worked out at inter-governmental levels and
hence is bsyond the province of elther UNRRA or military authori-

tles. These statoless persons, who comprise & small peroont of

the displaced pereons in Europe, mint wait in campa until deoisions
are reached concerning their status and disposition,

General Eisenhower, at a press oonfersnoe in Washington on

i




o

Juns 18, said that the displaced persons problem which ﬁéori thn

4l11es wvhen they over-ran Germany was "terrible¥. After roview-

ing how the problen was met, ths Suprems Allied Commander aam:f
*It was a terrible job to get the organization set up to

take those people out. V¥hen you talk:about persons in that mﬁxber.

their feeding and their housing for the night at way-stations,

and 80 on, you have got & real task, The paruatmel in oharge of

Displaced Persons have done it beautifully, and the prooess of
getting them out has been working most efficiently.*

[ISse
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Washingten, D. €. .

Dear ir. Harrison: &
In aidition 1o your noeition as Lnisxﬁcvernment's
representaiive witn ine Inver-Governmental Committee on

FYou 1o undertake & mission o the

«

Hefugees, 1 want
liveragted o Ount"1eF 2f Europe &nd Germany as my personal
represeniative with the rang of Vlnigper.
Ca 1 isg zission, I want you to.ingquire into
the reeds of thne dieplaced persons who\nave survived o SN
Nazisz, particulariv the Jews, in terme of thelr re-
lier, renaollitation, ang resettlement; and what can.
or snould oa done for thess.peoplg that ie not now being
perforned oy innernaaisnal, nationsal, or private agenoies.
I enall expect you 1o repory. to me.- the rindings
of vour gy vey and ;Jcn recommenﬁ&tlone 88 you ndy: feel
free to na&ke concerni ng tne amelioration of conditxoua
nffeé&ang tnase al fﬁ1ﬁcad PEPEOHS wuo ‘have suffered 8O

muzh frox Derse»atiﬁﬁ and e way 1n buvope.

R3inceroly yours,




&

The Decartmesnt ¢f State announced today that'Er. Earl
G. Herrlison, former Commissicner of Immigration and ax_pxssent
rezrerenigtive of Ythe United States Government on the Inter- :
d—ub«.m% . s
. Com=zlttee on Refugees, has left for muropek rbupru4« :
# - . ; '
lroutre I1nt: the needs of the strielees erd non-repatrianle

ref.geee gting the dlepleced nerecne in the 1iberated countries

irone and theégg%ég zouiee of ocounation in Germany,
e i . —4«”5,‘4,{4 /l»(/wﬁ ] Ry
‘% which Ino& neefls are now being met by the !
2 : i
=llitary s;zworitles, governrenis of residence, internstional ‘ L
ani ~ i
reilsr ooiies,/orivate ref.icee agencies. dp.-Harrison will 7 o B

1

£185 endeavor %o deteraine inmpemerel the views 5T tH& mon- ‘ A\
fepairlaclae ge U2 thelr futuve destinations, The military

~tasrities nave elresdy repatristed over two million Unised

o

T P

tions dlsnleced persone from Germany whose return presented

i
1.
*

L

15 sosiecle opeed on nationallty statue, There remain, how-
1

ever, sUill unestimated nuavers of dirpleced persong whose

renptelztian %111 be éég'"pﬁ or "cntually proved to ve

iﬁosqr:ulé. Inciuded in Buis atter group are many Je tlsh : o
eurvivoes of ﬁ%;l nereecution, Trnelr care during the per;od
1n walen they dre awsiving eoly !q” giithegr 4ifrioultien.

18 6 notler of interest £nd concern to Lho agencleu of the

-y

edars), voversaant and o orany srivate tgencies 1n’ereubed

ta ceovliene of Pﬁfu{ﬁ&ﬁpﬂ{?hﬁ rrecident, hes exprensed 1nLorert
A

51ﬂ Hy, Hnrr‘iufm"* nlretan rnd requented H——&W report S
& n H&r?““.L {L Y :
Jupon v ibhnwnéfisljb’ CRVI JAAA, -




Part B ‘—:r,’
i, o T A

B -y T S

n;xéxtxﬂuxwfc*rax&rnﬁs:aﬁur:

From—inforastion-that-hes pe-{rom
aou;ees—eeacidare&»re%&ablsrn4t~2gg%sgilifed;_
that between four and five million Jews were .
killed during the Hazi regime.tIt—is—esti~
nated that “oné and—e-half million may survive.
Their position is more difficult than that of
any other element in the European community,
Deprived by the Nagi:racial-laws of home and
posseas@nns,«@heséﬁﬁews*oontinue to be victims
in many T&add"8f the racial hate engendered and
intensified by the Nazis. Their position is so
exceptional that action on their behalf on a

humanitarian basis is urgent.end—imperatives:

It is suggested that a competent person ,
vith experience should be sent on a special - : \
mission for the purpose of inquiring into two ; Y
distinct questions: : - : . '

(1) Wwhat are the needs of the Jews who
have survived Naziem in terms of relief and
rehabilitation? What should be done for them
that is not now being performed by intergovern-
mental, governmental or private agencies

(2) What is the state of mind of these
Jewe towards repatriation or emigration?

There is a realing anong many~gr5hps‘in ,
nited Nations did not aot : 3

this country that the




vigorously enough, or ¥ere unable, tO‘taka;action;
that might have prevented the massacre of milliona
of Jews., Nowv that the ¥ar in Europe ig over, the
belief is general that the opportunity exists for v
assisting the remnants of the people who, per capita,
vere the greatest victime of the Nazi regime, ;

To provide the answer to these queétibna;’l :
would respectfully suggest that a nigsion be under-
taken by Kr. Jameg G. ¥ cDonald for the purpose of

)

breparing a comprehensive report which would

constitute the basig for action, if any ig warranted. A

I vould further suggest the desirability of hig

being acoompanied by Mr. Ear} Harrison, who succeeded
Kr. Hyron Taylor as the United States representative
on the Intergovernmental Gonnittee,
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