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No., 17537

/( . P P e T
Subject: British Policy Regarding Escapg 0f-RHel
to Italy from the Balkang and- iviti
Representative of war*Rerggge*Board in . 1ltal

e e

v

el e

The Honorable EQNTRUL GUPY
The 3ecretary of 3tate, R : A SERR
fashington. : S e

Sir:

T have the honor to refer to the Department's: .
telegram o, 5529 of July 14, 7 p.m., instrueting this
Embagsy to take un with the Foreign Office certain dis-:
ecrepancies claimed by the viar Refugee Doard between the :.
policies of the British Foreign Office and those of other - -
pranches of the British Government regarding the .escape. - K
of refusees from the Balkans into Italy, as wel1'aspcertain:vf
objections raised by the Var Refugec Poard against condi-
tions said to have been imposed by the British authorities
on the activities of the Board's representative in Italy.
Reference is also made in this connection to the Embassy's
telecrarm No. 6601 of Auzust 16, 7 pom., outlining the reply
of the Foreign Office to the representations made by the
Rmbessy in this connection. 0

There are enclosed hercwith copies of the Embassy's
letter to the Foreign Office présenting the views of the
Jar Refuzee Board and copies of the reply of. the Foreign
Office together with the enclosuras thereto,: -

Respectfully yours;

For the Ambassador:

. Howard But B
¥inister-Counsalor;

" Enclosures:

1/ Copy of letter dated July 17, 1944,
#to the Forelgn Secrotary, in teiplicate.
2/ Sopy of letter of the Foreign 3Jecrotary

T

to the “mbassy Gated Ausust Lk, 194k, with - oo
enclosures, in triplicate. ' L b
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Erolosure No.f.....to despatch No/dl 3z’f‘ f
from the Embassy at London,England.

" Dear ¥r. Eden:

I have the honor to advise you that. the Emhassy
has received a cable from the Var Refugee Boarad’ point-
ing out certain alleged contradiotions between the -
poliey of the British Foreign Offise regardin' retu em "
in Ttaly, as set forth in the Forelpn Offloe!: Memorandum
of June 26, 1944, and actlions sald” t0 have: bé: 'take
other branohes of the British Governmen ; R

The VWar Refugee Board states that on May 27,in .
response to 1ts request for permission to appoint a
special representative in Italy,” the Supreme Al11d
Commander of the Mediterranean Theater consented, with
the single conditlon that thé representative be. attached
to the Headquarters of the Allied Control COmmission.

The War Refugee Board agreed inmediately to this condition
and provosed to designate Mr, Leonard E, Acker&ann ag'1ts
special representative in Italy.’ However, the’ Vey: Refugee
Board has now been advised by the United States ‘War' Depart-
ment that the British Joint Staff Mission, acting on in-
structions from London,. has attrched the .oWlng, i
tional conditiodns 4o confirmation of Mr, "
appointment: . .

1ncrease of the flow of refugees o it
Italy to an extent whieh would place any
_additiona) burden on’ the British military
authorities ther o L

(2) Ackermann must therefore maintain ¢loae:
1liaison with the Displaced Persons. -
Sub-Commission and the representative
of the Intergovernmantal Committeos.

“(3)/

The Rt. Hon, Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P.,

The Foreign O0fflce,

Whitehall, S. W 1.
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(3) He must confine his activities strictly
to the investigation of the posaibvilities
of resculng and relieving minority groups
in imminent danger of death in enemy
territory.

The W“ar Refuzee Board maintains that the first of
these three conditions is particularly objectionable,
being Inccnsistent not only with the view of the President
but also with the concurring view of the British Foreign
Office as expressed in 1ts Memorandum of June 26, 194,

to the effeot that the escape of refugees to Italy from
the Balkans should in no way be discouraged,

With regard to the second condition, the War Refugee
Board fully intends that Mr. Aokermann shall cooperate as
closely as possible with the agencies named, but objects
to the conditlon if 1t implies any intention to subject or
subordinate him to the authority of those agenciles.

The Tiar Refugee Board finds the third condition ob-
Jectionable In so far as 1t contemplates limiting Mr.
Ackermann's activities strictly to lnvestigation,. It
asgerts trhat under this limitation it might well be im-
rossible for him to take the necessary action to earry
out the rresident's mandate to the “ar Refugee Board.

In coneclusion, the ‘ar Refugee Board states that, in
spite of its objections to the conditions outlined above,
end in order to avoid further delays, it has consented to
Nr, Ackermann's appointment. It requests the Fmbassy,
Lowever, to bring the .matter to the attention of the
appropriate British authorities with the eim of having
rescinded the conditiona to which it has raised objection.

Sincerely,

John G, Winant




‘which thelr representetive was appointed.

from a3 Embassy at London,England. = -

FOREIGN OFFIGE, S.W.1 .=
No. WR 597/12/48 , © 1hth August, 1944

My dear Ambsssador:

I have the honour to refer to Your Zxcellency's
letter of tiue 17th July regarding the appointment of a
representative of the Var Refugee Board in Italy and
certain allcsed contradictions between the policy of the
Forelg: Office set forth in our memorandum ¥ 9839/21/48
on the 26th June and to the action stated to have been
taken by othe: branches of the British Government con-
cerning refurses in Italy.

“he corn’itions attached to the appointment of

lir. Ackerman as special representative of the War Refugee
Board with Heedquarters in Bari were submitted through

the Joint 3tarf liission, %ashington, for agresment by the
Combined Chiefs of Staff in the light of the Foreign Office
memorandum to wnich you refer. It was not, I need hardly
say, the intention of the British military asuthorities to
discourage in any way the escape of refugees to Itely from
the Balkans and I regret that the ¥ar Refugee Board should
have misconstrued the intention of the conditions under

It may clerify matters if I deal in turn with points
1, 2 and 3 in paragraph 2 of your letter, recapltulating
the grounds on which the militery esuthoritles considered
it necessary to define carefully the limits of kr. Ackerman's
operations, I would like to point out, however; that the
3 conditions made by the military authorities are lnter-
dependent upon each other, and though dealt with aseparately,
should be considered togzether.

POINT 1,

. Trnis condltion was not intended to limit in.eny vay:
the flow of refugees into Italy provided that flow did not
increase to such an extent as to overtex the supply and
tranaport arrangements in Italy nor place any additional

DEOLASSIFIED-==
By Authority of

Ilis Xxcellency
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burden on the military authorities in respect. of the -
refugee camps in the Middle East end North Afriea, " The.
military authorities felt it essential to impose thia
condition in view of the fact that the Supreme Allied
Commander, Mediterranean Theatre, had already informed
the Combined Chiefs of 8taff that existing facilities

in Italy could not be expanded owing to the operational
situation and that the question of scoommodating in the.
Middle East and Horth Africa any additlonal refugees over-
and above the numbers for whom provision had already been
mnade must depend on adequate assistancs being forthooming
from the United Natlons Rellef and Rehabilitation Admin- " i
iIstration. 1In this connexion I beg to refer you to 5 T
telegramsliAT 201, 214 and 222 from the Supreme Allied . .
Commander, hlediterranean Theatre, to the Comblned Chiefs E i
of 3taff, coples of which are attached for ease of :

reference, -

POINT 2,

In view of the fact that the movement of refugees of
any category und nationality in Italy forms part of the
administrative problem under the particular supervision of
the Displaced Persons Jub-Commission and of the military
authorities in general 1t cppeared advisable that (as I am
pleaged to note the Yar Refugee Board is willing should ‘be’
the case) Mr, ickermann should co-operate closely with the
Commission. The representative of the Inter-Governmental :
Committee, S5ir Clifford Heathcote Smith, likewise deals : i
with problems not unrelated to those coming within the :
scope of lir, Ackerman's activities. It was therefore felt : !
that without in any way subordinating him to the authority :
of elther of these two bodies, it was essential that he
should co-operate with them closely, so that they could
add their recommendations when the time came to formulate
plans as the result of lMr. Ackermen's investigations.

POINT 3.

It was certainly not the intention of the British
miiltery authorities to confine Mr, Ackerman to investiga-
tion only. Ia trensmitting the ¥er Refugee Boardy request
to the Supremeé Allied Commander, it was clearly stated - e
that lir. sokerman would be able to negotlate with enemy Co ‘ i
aliens to effect reacue of refugees, to which the Supreme ' : ‘
#llied Cormuander apgreed.

The liaison with the Displaced Persons:-Su o aRton o
and the Inter-Governmental Committee for Refugees suggested

in/
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in connexion with Point 2, was intended to ensnra that
such negotiations with enemy aliens should be undertaken
after due consideration by other orgenisations concerned
with the administration of refugees, in order that the .

limited facilities at the disposal of the- Supreme Alliad
Commander should not be overburdened.

I venture to suggest that the War Refugee Board has =
not been fully informed and has therefore been led to
plece a too limited construction on the third condition
imposed on Mr, Ackerman's activities,

1 can assure you that the anxiety of the War Refugee
Poard not to discourage the cscane of refugees and to
provide accommodation for them is shared by His Kajesty's
Zovernment which hLopes very much that any unavoidable
limitation in these directions imposed by the sxigencles
of the military situation may be removed at a very early
date by thie assistunce which U.i.K.R.A. may be able to
orovice.

Flnally, I feel that it should be borne in mind that
vhe conditions which the military authorities felt theme ;
Sselves obliged to lay down regarding the regulation of the ’ &
flow of refugees were concelved in the most helpful and £

co-operative spirit. Their object is larzely to define

the difficulties which attend upon the refugee problem in
Italy end to indicate the most appropriate lines for the
avoidance of the obstacles which rey lle in the way of its
smooth and satlsfuctory solution., I trust, therefors, that
this survey of our attitude to the War Refugee Board's
problem in Itely will adequately clarify sugh difficulties
as pay be inherent in r., ickerman's work, but which, should
they not resolve themselves in practice, I shall be vely
ready to exumine them afresh. e

Yours sincerely;

l
Anthony Eden
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INCOMING MESSAGE MAT 201
ETOUSA Dated 24L1551B'LL

Recd. 242355B'L),
From: Alglers )

Tos AGTAR
MAT 201 24th May, 1944
"UDITED LITERAL TEXT"
IHTERIOR ADDRESSES: From: Alglers slgned Wilson

oite THIMGS.

hAction to: AGWAR for Combined Chiefs

f Starf.
Rptd to: ETOUSA for info British
Chlefs of Staff,
Unity
Falirbanks

Ref., No,: NAT 706

Subject: Participation UNRRA In refugee problem Italy and
French North Africa (FNA).

1. To date some 30,000 Yugoslav refugees received in Italy,
Of these about 26,000 evacuated Mideast and arrangements made
acosptance gross total 40,000 same area, ldideast cannot
accept above total 40,000,

2, Arrivals Yugoslav refugees in Italy average over 1,850
per week ror past 8 weeka. Flow Yugoslav and others likely
continue with large majority of women and children.

3. Accommodation ITtaly limited and cannot now sontemplate
holding permanently over 8,000, .

Le Jdow investigating possibility acceptance refugees in FNA,
Due shortage Allied military personnel for camp supervisory
and medical staffs, desired obtaln very early non-military
aggistance, presumably UNRRA, if other factors permit accept=-
ance refugees., On basis accommodation 40,000, of which
accommodation 20,000 to be prepared forthwith, following are
estimated roquirements' %

a, Jupervisory administrative and welfare personnel. d
Initially 4O, on scale 8 to each group of 5,000 '
refugees plus 8 overall directing starf. On ex-
pansion camps to acoommodate further 20,000 to
complete total 40,000 estimated, additlional 30
required,

b. Meftlocal personnel. TFor each group of 5,000 refugees,
1 Medical officer and skeleton personnel to staff
mediocal inspeotion room, ¥For each-group of 15,000
refugees, staflf for 300 bed hospital,.

NECLASSIFIED
J.C.S.Di‘\egmding Memo&?—'7l 5./




5. In case it should prove impractioable to aocept -
refugees FNA, also desired ascertain whether UNRRA would -
be prepared to assist on same scale in Italy should it
later prove possible to acceept greater nunbera that country,

6. Grateful for early indication what agsistance may be
expected and when available, Vill advise shortly whether
possible to accept refugees FNA from point of view of
factors other than personnel. .




(cory)

INCOMING MESSAGE MAT 222

ETOUSA :  Dated: 141100.4) -

Recd.: 150931.44
From: Alglers :
To: AGWAR

MAT 222 likth June, 1944 -
"EDITED LITERAL TEXT"

INTERIOR ADDRESSES B
From: FREIDOM ALGIERS signed WILS3ON oite FHGEG & FHCAO,
Aotion to: AGYWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff.

Rptd to: ETOUSA to British Chiefs of Staff. Unity, Mideast,
ACC 1A, HADIOT.

Ref': TAM 188, MAT 201, MAT 21k, MAT 203, WAF 706.

SubjJect: Participation UNRRA in Refupgee Problems French
North Afrioca.

Reference your radio Ta¥-188 and our MAT 201 and MAT 214.
Following factors condition present situation:

1. iildeast cannot accept over (0,000 of which not more than
30,000 can be accepied until UNRRA medical personnel received
(see ¥AT 203). MNideast holding Yugoslav refuzees 26901 on

3 June.

2. in Italy up to 10,000 can be held on transit basis,
Evacuation greater part 3,313 in Ttaly on 3 June will com~
plete Hideast present quota of 30,000 and enable further
10,000 to be brought into Italy on transit basis,.

3. When UNRRA medical personnel arrive Mideast avoumulation
in Itely up to total 10,000 can be evacuated and transit
facilities reutilised to full extent. .

beo Intended that by time Itallan facilities under para 3
exhausted probadbly end July camp FNA will be open with
initisl capacity 10,000 and 600 bed hospital foxr. lat
pansion ir neoessary to capacity 40,000 with 1250 bed
hospital (see MAT 214).

5 It will be seen therefore that problem is one of timing
dependent upon provision frol your end of UMNRRA medical
personnel for Mideast and our ability open PFNA camps with or
vilthout UNRRA asslstance, Estimate from now on maximum 2,000
refugees can be acocepted per week for 5 months (weekly average
to 3 June 1480) provided:

(a) Within L weeks UNIRA medical personnsl (see
VAT 203) are provded ror Mideast.

DECLASSIFIED i
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(b} withfn<g ieeks {UNRRA medical personnel {as
in para 6) are provided for FNA. Should UNRRA
assistance not be fortheoming in accordance. thls
program milltary exigencies might compel restrietion
free flow refugees,

6. Ahoocommodation N Phillipeville area FNA for 10,000 with
600 bed hospital now being prepared from military and other
1ocal resources. Nilitery responsibility cannot be con-
templated after end 3eptember from which time UNRRA should be
fully responsible. Recommend that nuecleus UNRRA personnel
with.an organising executive be sent forward earliest remain-
dbd within 8 weeks to allow time take over from ATrmy.
Personnel requirements on basis camp for 10,000 refugees
with 600 bed hospital estimated as follows:

{a) For control Headquafters 8.

(v) For camp. Administrative 18, Medloal
2 dootors, 1 nurse, 2-dispensers.

(6) Tor hospital, Doctors 10 to include 2
surgeons, 1 aneagethetist, 1 gynaecologist. Nursing
staff in proportion 1 meXe to 2 female = 90.
administrative personnel - 20,

(d) Foregoing details amend requirements in
MAT 201.

7. iecessary equlpment for project including hospitel bveing
provided by Army. Detailed squipment required to he furnish-
ed by UBRRA will be notified separately together with
suggestions relative disposal military property to UNRRA,.

8, Tosition to be revised in 4 months when it may be
nocessary that FiA project be expanded to capacity 40,000
as envisaged MAT 201 or that separate oamps should be es~
tablished in Italy., Tresence UNRRA representative with
A.F H.i. as suggested in NaF 706 would greatly facilltate
planning end ensure UNRRA informed of requirements in
advance. :




(COPY) , —

INCOMING MESSAGE MAT 214 :

ZTOUBA Dated 091518BLl

Reocd. 092007BYL4
From: FREEDGH
To: AGHAR

KAT 214 9th June, 194

EDITED LITERAL TEXT

INTERIOR ADDRESSES

From: FREEDO ALGIERS signed ¥Wilson clte FHGEG
Action to: AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff

Rptd to: ETOUSA info British Chiefs of Staff. SHAEF,
Ref, NoO. Taki 188, TAM 191, MAT 201

Partioipation UNRRA in refugee problems Italy and
*rench !lorth Africa (FNai).

1. Refer Tal 188.

a, Plans now proceeding for camp at Philippeville
(FHA) for initial number 1C,C00 refugees and for 600 bed
hospital. Tirst of group for accommodatlion 40,000 with
1,200 bved hospital., French attitude not yeti ascertalined
tut nlannad to confer with them earliest.,

b, TFxliating facilities Italy cannot at present
be expanded due operational sltuation,-

2. Refer TAK 191, Following are details MAT 201
amended to 28 Hay.

a. In Italy 5642 plus 1904 ex-internees various
nationalities.

b. Recelved Italy to date 35,566,

6. Evacuated ex Italy to Mideast 26,901.

d. Arrivals Italy since 1 January average 1497
per week. -

3. Prime need here and in Mideast is for medical
personnel and nursing staffs at earllest date.

DEGLASSIFIED , | | j
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PARAPERASE OF TRLRARAK RA3EIVED
v 4
FRO:Is American Embaszsy, London
TO: Secretary of Stats, Wwashington
PATL: August 16, 1944
LUBRR: 6€01

g

Reference 18 made herewith to the July 14 cable
No. 5529 from the Lepartment.

Forelgn Office reply tc ncte {'rom Lmbassy conveying
wRE's objections to alleged contradictions in Bribi;g
policy with respe:st to esz2ape of refugees from the Balk;;s
to Ité;y » 13 beings Fforwarded vla alrwall by the Imbassy.

“act that refurces must not be dlscouraged from
eacaping to Italy 1s reiterated by Forelgn Office and 1t
regrets that intention of sonditions urder whick Aska;;ann
wag avpelnted to Italy should have i'een misconstrued by the
Lar Hefuree Loard. »

vowever, the Forelgn OffIce 1s in agreement with

972

military autborities that influx of refupgees into. Italy
should nol Increase tc an eztent that additional burden

would be placed on »ilitary in respect of operation of

, 1-11-72

camps for refupees in horth Africa and the i1ddle Eaat, nor

Laoeian b

to cvertax supply and tranaport in ltaly. Attention is

called to fact that Conbined Zhiefs of 5Staff had alroudy

State Dept. Le

$
By B. E, Buks DeteSERm 3,

been infoermed by Supreme . 1lled Jommander medlterranesn that

‘unless adequate aaﬂisbanuc from ULRRA were forthﬂoning there

couléd be no expanglon oI bxistjnp facilitles. ¥ ' ”
In addibion

(24

- et



e

In sdéition Forelign Office explains that there was
no intention of sutordinating Ackermann to Sub Zommission
Lisplaced rersons or to restrict his activities to
investigation only, and that in this conneztion conditions
mentioned were rather to enaure that before he might under-
take any negotiations with enemy'aliens he would consult
other organlizatlions concerned and to ensure his coopsration

witk other todles dealinp with refupgees.

WINANT

=3yl
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FulE hsavicen Ambassy. Loudon
el ‘Saaretary of State. Wazbingten | - - :
TATER: Joane 7B, 194 : - e
WUHER 5104
‘ e J
' ¥s rave just .m\aivmd' THo% thn E‘c«mign M fles @
i menoraniun with respoct to ths wilsh of ths Yar fafuges 30&?&
2ud the Departasnt to semovs re‘fugnsa sssaped from sneey ) ‘

tervitery tc moutharn Italy, as set fortdh 4o Dovsptmant?s ealls
) of June 3. Ho. &8}, The poncIprdun goss into datail with
TEOTACY to dhe B(};@m:s whioh Bendall. hesd of the Refuzas
Dapartwses of the'-Pormign Dffioce, mnt:{nned 26 reporbed in
‘Bubassy’s cobla ofidune ¥, ¥o. 4:5Y. Theis lelMs tha
substsncs oY Lhe mﬁuox‘undnﬁ, -4
" . A . .
3 The any ia of ths Prasidomt and sbe Ste%e Departdmmg
{or tha apasdy rs mt‘:?rn.A £rom soashers Iinly of pefugess who havs
seceved fron en s'ay torritory i3 shared zy She British Juverynmend.
- 1y ie statved by-ihe mrnsgn Oiftos itbat it wawr awniw of the lavgs
BuRosr of Talugees arriving From Zageslszis i Teady Fams .
it parese ezphatienlly «3bh the vi@u h;m: i a6 x@,f al
aesapa of J}:fﬂgaee Srom Lha -
Hayehal P sr‘:'esnpm,xtimg a‘m‘l smcﬁ:e
poeaible Lo ~U§viazx sas plight of Jews 18 B
takan by ths British oritkes. )

F %ne British milibavy auvthovities 1 W Viumn Bael. -
HerG TPApared. shd 4311‘(1.5 to goromeodate 4 Am‘"&*u;x Qo
EL3 ¢ towet since UHERE lap ook
seanes o vy wediasl atalf the ni
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fur vhich the
Hyasver. we will

s rsfugee caup in Pripolitania
tizsh Govermment and it 15 examining
4:21%y should becems a dssitination for

o et

le agresd '3 by she Perelgn Office that camp byauiay
3t FYedbala shouid nmow re opened to rafagees fcom Italy as
be %apl avallabla for those refugese coming frow Spaln

5. Concerning the wroposal that EE Governmmani should
grant Palestine mmigration certificeles to Jewish refugees
in livsrated Italy, the Briciskh while they do¢ not doubt the
deslirability of moving ther for cperational ressons, nevertheless
feel that since they are in an ‘mrea where they are safe from snemy per-
sscution, they should give prefarence for rescue under the limited
quotas allotted for immigretion inté Palestine to those Jews who ars
atill in dangsr of their lives and can de got to safety out of
enemy controlled territory-

Tha Poreign Officz comclndes b7 seying that this peans
that while considarable numbera of Yugoslav refugees from Italy
havs already been received in Palestine, in order that FPolestine
may be kept svallabls for Jews ‘escaping in increasing nunbers
through Turkey from places of danger. ithe alternative places of
refuge should be usaed vo the greateet extent.

YIHABD

HWias Shawncey (for tbe Sec'y), Lbrahemeon. Akzin, Rernstein, Gohn, LuBola.
¥riedscn. Geston. Hedel Lenghlin. Lesser. Luxford, Menn, Mannon, Maris
AcCormack. Sergay Sumith, Srandish Slewart, Yeissteln, H. . ¥hite

Zrhle. ¥ilseg

o .
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FROMHY american Embassy, London
Yl ageretary of state, ¥eshington (fi;%rbA 7 4¥7

AR A June 7, 1944

T e conecicderstione set forth in Departmenﬁ's éeble dated

p .
June 7, %o, =17, conaserning removal of refugeee from Southern

Ttely, heve teen alscuspsed in detzil by the Gmbarcy with the

Iarel.n Office. T..@ .etd of the refugee depsrtuent of the

Fyrciyn Offilce, Raninll, wos very -eyuprthetic end remarked that -

t ere woulé be no fun! azental objlectlion on the p;rt of thc

rritis . Gov: rament to fseilitating the entrance of Jewsﬁzufg
paw in Sout-ern Italy to Pelestine, ougyested 1in peparisentts

ececie. 1t w s rointéd out by nlm, however, that the facilitlocs

in rerestine for the reception of euch refugeen were not'unlimlted

end £t it nsd been tae sritish Govermment's poliey to

"Lci‘lt 'ez*rr entry ;rimerily of thoge refugees who were in

1aﬂéﬁéf! E%fngor of twelr liveae, sueh z5 those in Hungary now. - :

l‘ﬂ ‘..- =
In;@gz ~tted by nim that within the peat month nearly a

(i
t%qgéZno 3%wish refugees have entered Ralestxne via Tur&ey,
ndﬁag&esl x

O
Lrveng epu&pec from eress in-whion thelr livee _
rointed out by, Randall that tﬂe UhRRA

goriously, It wie &l8o

' gampsd In the 1#iddle Eaast were oble to taka ?B 000 rtfugees ln

a*dition to thoge wio Had arrived before Mayl, and ‘he.wes

opeful that these cAmpa might play & parh in religving

preceure on Soutliern Ita%% ‘98 pointed out in Pmbaaey’e cabl'
1-11.72 : Nb. 4556 B

State Dopt Letter,
By R. . Parks Date,




,oomz.;ac.“nom on
PAR HRASE OF TELEGRAM RED: ,mm

smerlioan Emﬁbe.asy, London
seoretary of 3tate,»ﬁaeh1ngtcn'

PROU

Lt} Junoe 7, 1944
FHHITIINE 5557
! o

1n line 7 Gelete the woxrd "not”
ho retugee dopartment of the Foreign.

Thot sentence ghould

then renc “ihe ieac of
11, wep very sympathetio. end remayked thet there

{rfice s manda
objsotion on the pary of tne iritish

_ v _Lgi po no rundorentel
to facilitating the ontrepes of Jews now in 3auth-

ks ;C:o‘iezérxcnt £ ttating
to rplestine, Sugg':t@h in pepertmont's ceble,."
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TDEPARTMENT /7 OUTGOING.
.- OF '
I P STATE TELEGRAM
s
D‘i%rioudor off trug _
TE: cl:’.n[‘ only by snEcial
i

JUN 8 1

* DIVISION OF
5

\_,;Eo’gl Tsrmation of l‘ﬁx;phy, Gnapln and Aekermann. :

Contents Department's 1169 or liay 27 repeated to Londcn '

wvhichras aleo been advised supplementarny ag follows:

s R . ) o ‘
JUOTE  leveral thousand Jewdsh refugees, acoording to.

best inform: iion avallable, are now in sauthern.Itély.‘,-:An

important ci=p in helplng solve the problem i.ridiaﬂ:ed v,rould

be taken by rompt removal of these refugees to Palestinéa" -
-~ - Information desired therefore at euarliest poseible m'om’e‘n‘t;r.f G

vhether Paleatine certificates mfillbbe‘éi:‘ante'dffheéé Jeyi'_él,vhr;v

refugees an¢ thelr prompt removal to Palestine’rwill be
faclitated oy the Britier Government. A

The following ehould be borne. ‘in mind .'m taking up thia :

matter wlth the British Government:

The Briiich Government, eince closine; of the Bulga.rian-' o
Turkish frontier in May 1943, has been: rollm;'r T “”I‘xey

of authorlzing the onward trananort to Palestine of all
Jews who sucfeed in escaping from enemy territory to. €lhrkéy,
after a preliminary security check in’ the latter country. !

Another security cheok is made in camus 1n Palestine 1n which"
the British place these people, Ir found eatisractory, they

are gx-adua.lly released against the ourrent halt-yearly immi-

“- . DECLASSIFIED -
‘Btate Dept. Letter, 1- 1192 gration

By B, B Parks Daw_.SER 8 1972




2= #1762, Juné’ 3, lanlsht, bo aichers

immigration wuota, as legal immlgrants to Palestine. Thé;

/ .:-‘i‘, 7~. i i :",‘7'_‘, .
applifation »f n simllar voliey in the case of Jémﬂ now 1n L

_southern It: .y would make poseible the prompt removal to )

Palestine o such refugees. An eurly report of the attitude v
of the Brit:

UNQUOTE,

' S”ETTILIUu

s/

CvmBiMMVike 0 BC  WE BB

NE.
6/1/44

sh Government in this matter Ais urgently requested.?*‘“ =
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PARAPEHASE OF TELECGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: amerlcan enbansy, London, o
TOs Secretary of 3tats, Washington. . .
SATED September 13, 1244, BUNTHOL CUPY
RUMBER; 7685:

Relerence 1s made to telegram from the Department,
cated aupust 3C, humber 6953, oand to meepage Trom the Embassy,
cawed auguvst 26, humber 605¢,

The Emban:y has Teen advised by the Forelign Office
to the Ioallowing cflectis

The Pope wae approached further, but the report is
from Rome thst the matter of interventlon by the Fope has come

to an impasare for tkbe Germen Government hae informed the Pope

that the matter of refugees in northern Italy concerns the

Facclet Republican Government and that for the reason that the
Vatican hgs no relatlon with the Fascist Republican Goverument,

the Pope Ls in no posgliion to intervene,

WINANT,

DCR;LCYW  Q-19-44
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PARA" “3a5Z OF TELEGRAN RIOEIVED JW AZF
FROM3;  AMERICAN DSLIGATICN, Rome ' . W/

TO: Seeretary cf 5tate, Jashinglon : S 5
DATED: Beptember 8, 1944 A ' o
NUMBFR: 317 X BUNTRGL GUP’ .

See my 302, September 4, 5 p.m. and Department’s 114,

dated Aupust 30, 7 Paile

The following Lnformation was obtalned from a note
dated the elghth of Saptember from the Holy Seed The Pope'e
gpprogch throuzh Vatican chennels to the Governument of G@rmany
recuesting that approximately 2000 refugees in Northern Itely be
released and trangnorted to Southern Itaﬂx,or elsewhefe was made

; , (e
ey L.
“‘ﬁ \\\\

&

by Nuncio in Berlin {seec Taylor's 50é§f' e result of this
requzest was that Germany clnimedrthat in the Itaiian Soclalist
Republic lay the authority for these individuals. It was further
indicated by the Yatlcan that with that body they had ﬁo

communicatisn, A complete text via air follows.

KIRK
DGR E¥S

C-11=44
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISIONO
STATE | TELEGRAM ¥

y i

AND RECORDS

LIT-688 Vatican City
Thi: telegram rust bBE )
paraphrased before being Dated September 4, 1944

corrunicated to anyone

oter than a Government Re i pvaly ? A Y] i g
sreney,  (estREePRD) T;ﬁ%r ﬁ% : ]

Secretary cf State,

tJlashington.

562, SeptEmbEr <, O Pelite
FOR THE SCCREIT.LRY FOR 'iaR REFUGEE BOLRD.
In response to your telezram No. 114, dated
suzust 30, 7 pem., I would advise that I promptly
renewed the approach to the Hof; See agoin supporting
an appeal by His Holiness the Pope to the German
authorities requesting the rElEése from Northern Italy
and the transfer to Southern Italy or elsewhere of about

9000 Jewish refugees. It is my understonding that the

British are again supporting such an appéal.

TLYLOR

LS

~ COMMUNICATIONS -
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T s f@/é/fézéf;{fif;zf/ﬁi' f
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAY RECTIVED 52?‘4<£’é25;5;51—2

FRD) Americen Delegete, Roue

TO: cedretery of Stete, “eshington
DATED: Sentember 2, 1944

NUMBE

LONTROL COPY

Reference Ls mede herevith to your cable of Auguet 20,
no. 117, to Asericnn Deleg:te,

Taybr'!s no, 295,

Today we nevc renewed our reguest of the Pore to rreess the
appeel elready ~ede t; aln to tae Germen guthorlties to relesse
all t.oee refugeee narta of the brttle line in Itely end assur-
ence nae been plven thet taiey —ould find refuge 1n llberated
1ts1ly or elecevhere. His Foliness mede the ewvresch to the Gere
man revrcsentativee at the timc of our orevious advices. We
heve received no rsnawer, The renewal of the recuest will now

be undertezk-c promotly.

KIRK
DCR:VAC Q/5/44
staw%ECLASSIFIED
ept. Lettor, 1-11-72
I or, SEP 19-]2
By R. H. Parks Date 4
- s - e - - . =




PRy
3 ...ﬁﬂ,;,mq.

i¥:
gl

R
e
; L




T
S35

3
F

g
bl
i

)




Qe

lawe has denationalised all Italisn Jews so that some

20,000 "Italisn® Jewe should be sdded to the above 5,000
foreign Jews.

(4) President Roosevelt initiated the refuges camps
for the thousand etateless persons now being shipped from - _
Italy to the United States. Could therefore the President .
be approached to intervens on behalf of these persons : o
in German cempp and possibly for this purrose utilize C
the Pope, if thought advisable, ae intermediary? It ie :
suggested the Axis would be asked to deliver at a ' &
named port in the North Atlantie 81l internees and
notably al) etateless persons, A msroy ehip would be
sent to Wat port to collect them; and thie ship, until
all hed been removed to eafety, could 0arry on a suttle
eervice to soms near port in liberated Italy, Iy the
United Statss of American found it impolitis provide a
tarporary homs for any of these refugees, then as regards
their eventual dispusal they ocould be kept, many thousand
of them, in Itely and if required there could be made : i
available in Algeria eeveral mge camps, e

g

(5) If the inter~Govermmental Committes took a _ N o
successful initiative in this operation this would be
directly in accordance with the essence of 4its mandate :
which is to take steps to preserve (repsat preserve)
and meintain refuge, Similarly rescue work has pride
of place for the American War Refugee Board,

(6) Immediscy of the problem., Never before has
there been such a probabllity of success nor such
urgency. It ie clear this euggestion of mercy ships is
not originalj the question 1s whether this is psychological
HoReNnt to try again, German poliey. of deportation is o
vell established, If we do not move quickly totel
{repeat total) deportation may bo carried out, On the
other band Germany ie now on the defensive snd hard
preesed and hea juet declared thie publiecly and fra
Thie compsratively smell act of decent behovior which
incdldentelly will eaddle the Allies wiih several mors
thousand mouths to feed may be welcomed by the Germans
as an opportunity to gailn some grace,

(7) Buccess in this eleventh hour attempt to save
sxtermination some few thousand lives might pernit later
successful repetition elgevhere, .

(8) Mo immedlate threst, It is puggested that only




~3

after eventual rejection shonld threats be used) bWut that H
ti.e irv!tation itself should be mrerly courteous and . -
direct snd thst Germany should be informed beforshand
tnat we hold the names of the majority of those who were
intarned ir Iltaly,

,

(9) This mercy ship eug, ection formed the subject i
cf a %tnlk I had with Myron Taylor., He said that he - 4
would encourcge the plan and would cable the appropriate :
author!tlee irn Wesghington accerdingly

Note by ¥ Ton "eylort this idea is similar, of
smaller tcoje but movr Jefinite tren one diseussed by
cehle, rresidsnt Tar hefuges Boerd, with the President's 3
Advisory Committee st a luncheon meeting in New York i
in April  VWhether 3t ig practical depende on traneportation i
and mili‘ary considsration as well as the yolitiecal
fertures nvolvad,

TAYLOE

WEB -

K

3

4189 Chouncey (for the £80'y) Abrahemson, Aksin, Lernetein, Dorenstein,
{oha, kiole, ~sledman, Gaelon, HOd,%]., laughlin, Lesesy, Luxford, am,
HAaunon, darks, eCormnek, rehle, Sergoy, Siendbsh, Gtewart,

‘aine edn, iie iie Mhite, Filese




BAS=437 Vatiean Gity

This telegram muat be o

paraphrased bsfore being Dated July 17, 1944

communicated to auyone R
other than a Government Rec'd 10125 a,m., 18th P

Agency. (REEHRECTRDS
Secretary of EState,
¥ashington,
23?, July 17, 10 &,.m,

The following is the substance of a telegram dated
July 15 sent from Roms to Intergovernmental Commlttee
on Refugees London from the Committee's reeldent
repragentative in Italy, Sir Clifford Heathoote Smith,

The subject of the telegram 1s the saving of the
lives of foreign internees in Itsly uctably Jewish whom
the Germans threatened with imminent deportation and
murder; and the despateh of mercy ship.

(1) There have been discovered in Italy the originale
of German officiel orders dated April 22, 1944, by
which s11 interness execept Belgian, Dutch, Norweglan,
French, Greek, ex-Polish and ex-Yugoslev, were to be
sert nortmmaré into Germany (repeat Germsny) concentration
camps  The order steied specifically that Jews of all
netisnalities presumsbly Italisn also werelneluded.
A corroborstion of tnis is found in the fact that 43
Britisn Jewe were ims suddenly removed in April at
noon one day at a few mlmutes notice to a German camp
at Larpl nest dYodens,

(2) fre monzirous fect that large pumbers are -
deported to Germany and liquidated ie disclosed by
evidoncs searcely less complete, This fats must have
besn that of thousands of men, women and children from i
Ttely alone. This bestial earnege should clearly be : ‘ ‘
etopped forthwith if this, without injuxry to thewar effort . ‘
of the Alliea, can ba achieved,

(3) The glae of the problem, There should have
been sixteen ¢o twenty thousand internees today in
republican italy so it is estimated, but including all
Christisne end en outside maximum of 5,000 foreign Jews, N
there may to allve today thersumder 9,000 what with =
large scale repatriation of Yugoslavae and deportation
of Jeng and ethsrs, Republican Italy with her Fasclst
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The following for ackermann is WRB 45.

FPlease refer to our 431 of Auguset 4, 1944,"/ {

Por your information the British have agreed'to"
aporoach to the Pope to request him to appeal to. the German_
authoritisgs to release refugees deported rrom Allled Italy..
if he has not already done go, and to sssure him thatrnllied

authoritiecs will receive and care for all such persons

released by the Germane. The text of the ecable receivea rrom'§i—=v~‘»*

Ambassadoy winant 1s ae follows: . .

WUUTE  AStention of the lar Retfugee Board;‘i: o

ihia morning discussed with refuges gection of the ‘»
Forelgn Office the rapal 1n€ervention on benalr of refugeesr
of morthern Italy. L

8ir Noel Charles' reply to Lnauiry as to aecommodationa
vas received this morning by the roreign. office ' :
Charlee! report, an additional five thouaand'refugeos'may be
accommodated in liberated Italy aud,uee of NOrth:Atrican .
ca@pe vag also sugpested. o | :

1t 1a the understanding of the Foreigh 0tfico'thatvthefeif
are far mote than five thouesnd refugees north of the batcle '

line. but ainoe 1% believe? the military situation ls chﬂnging

DECLASSIFIED T
State Dept: Letter, 1-11-72:

BR H.Parks Dabe_S_EE__ 8 ‘\97?“i |
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-24 #86, August 30, 7 p.m., aé"asa

so rapidly chrt the problen ot accoalodatlng thia fiv
additional uill not arisg, it feels that tt 3111 bo ‘gafe

give assurancss of aocommodation ulthnut numerigalﬁxlq  a

The Soreign Office, however, doee hot;knéérﬁhbtﬁﬁrihffﬂby
Pope has already appsaled to German anthoixeioivaﬁd vraéﬁming”

we will take psrallel action, they will take the rollowlng atena

lesue instructions to Charles to aecertain whether or not >

an appeal has heen made by the Pops. Proviﬁsd ho hg vnot g

request him to do so with assursnoe that ths peraona reacued

will be cared for and recelived by Alliea authoritiaa.' Providsd ;;;:

he has made an appeal. to suggest that these ansurances be
repeated by him,

It 1e hoped by the Forelgn Office that this gbtzbﬁ.wili/ o

meet with the approval of WRB and that appronrlate instructions{?ir;

will be issued to our representative 1n Fome._ UNQMOTL

We have advised the sritieh that the propoaal 18 ‘t19~ 1" e

factory to the Bogrd and the Department and tnstruotiona have i

been cabled to Myron Taylor to Join. with hia‘Brlv;;
along the lines suggeated in the abova quotod cablc.:

HULL

(GHW)
WRB: MRV 1KG BE BG
8/30/44 - ,

e




care for an mch person rilu o ! bya the Germans,
cubh roculﬂd '!‘ro- Alli 0p” -

~ the probles of ueonnidning Ahis
arish), 5§ feuls 14 w1l e

f_-Appnl. hn bnn nede by ﬂu Papo: :
-hin to do woiwith assurancs’

' “Ahe repeskl 4e:satisfacte
B to ihc Buu #nd, the Departasnt. m-a‘,iutneuno hnnltu u\h‘ Al
~Myron Taylor to. join:with hie Brits
“4n the aboys' quoted: cabl

:Auguat 80, 1844
“Miss"C
ma,w;:ﬂg,ggp
: ,“Sargoy:dh 8/










*Amerfggn Embassyﬁgyﬁr
DATED: “August: 30, 1944
NUMBER$ * 65%& FoE T

?léisé;feféf’551}6ﬁr”6952‘6f>Aﬁgust$§%f R

"The proposed action of the British Foreign Office meerfttf:,fff

Please advise the British oreign office that nyf”A
being adviged to Join with his British: colleagua in;taking the

steps suggested by the Foreign Office,

]
1
3
i
*

ECLASSIFIED
7 Btate Dept. Letter, 1- 11 '12 8 1972
< By R H, Pur.m Date__‘_f_t_




GABLE RO THE VAR EEFUGNE BGARD AND FHE DEPARTUENT TO.
S ARDOH, EMOLAND, . -

sfer to your 6962 of Mgust 26.

ation of the British Torsi
Department. Pleass

Yeing advised

Please T
gn Offioce geets with

The propoaod. 8

roval of the var Rpfngco“poara and the
British Forpign ?{ﬂc«;_tbh Myron Taylor is
th his Britieh colleague in taking \he steps suggented vy

the app
adviss the
to join wi
the Yoreign 0ffice.

9!00 el
August 3¢, 1944

é

Jiss Chauncey (for the Se61¥)s
jaughlin, LeBsor, Hann, ianaon, Hegorsack, cavle gontroel Files

| md Q&%
MSargoy: dh 8/a9/s

AMBASSADOR wInANY,

Abrahapon, Cohn, Iupols, Frieduen; »Boéal,




u-h i

at s ; k‘!ashington

. NUMBER: 29;(79 : 7 ’

, p Y
Cable to MoUlelland, o
Referenose is made 0. your 5068 paragraph two../Wé

TOg A ,t{merioan égggtkqn,leh t : \\ b
DATED? Auguat 29, 1944 Q&\ LI,

assume that your Teference to Italian Slovakian resous '

e

plans refers to 'your 4666 of July 21 and 5079 of Agguat
7, If assumption incorrect, please olarify. '

We approve of your support (including ﬂnancial aid)’

of project described 1n your 4666 and you are authorized L

to continue such support at your disoretion.
Regarding your 5079 please refer to Department' s
2817 of August 16. :
This is WRB Bern Cable No. 150
*

HULL

: DECLAssrm:D
) ' “Btato Dept. Letter, 1 11- 72

By R. H. I’nrks Dnte____.._— .

1972




OAMLY 70 MINISTER HARRIGON JOR WOGLELIAND, XANM, SVITERRLAND

Reforence is made to your 5080 paragraph tve. We assuxs that yeur
referencs to Italian Slovakian resous plans refers to your 4666 of July 21 BN
and 5079 of Auguat 7. If amsumption incerrest, plaase olarify. . ) ) R P

Ve approve of your suppers {(incluiing finsneisl sid) of project
described in your 4666 and you are authoriszed to centinue sush suppert
at vour diseretion.

Regarding your 5079 plus‘ refer to Dtpiﬂnnt'l B817 of Augusi 16,

THIS 1S WhB BERK CaBLE NO. 160

2345 p.m.
August 28, 1944

Miss Chaunoey {for the Seo'y) Abrahemson, Cohx, DuBois;-Frieds
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Manron, MoCormack, Cable Control

e B
.
_BAkziniFHodnliar B/26/44




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED %

FRO:!: Americen Embassy, London

TO: Secretary of Etate, Washington
DATED August 26, 1944 ' 40
KULBER: 6952 x /

Reference is made herein to your cable of August 23, -
No., 6722, B
Attention of the War Refugee Board.

Thies rorning discussed with refugee section of the For-

eign Office the Papal intervention on behalf of reflygees of
northern Italy. - e
8ir Hoel Charles? reply to inguiry as to accommodations

was received this rorning by the Foreign 0ffice. According

to Charles! report, an additional five thousand refugees may

be cccommodated in Liberated Italy and use’of North AfTican

camps was 8150 sugpested,

It is tha urderstanding of the Foreipgn 0fflce that there

Y et Sl e e
are far more tnan five thousand refugees=north-of:th

line, but since it balleves the military situstion is chariging
1

so rapidly that the problew of accommodating thls fi1ve thousand

additional will not arise, it feels that 1t @1l be safe to

give assurapnces of accommodaticn without numerical limitation.

The Forelign

DECLASSIFIED
Stato Dept. Letler, 1-11-72

By R. H. Paiks Dato. G5B §wz 3 |
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The Forelign Office, however, does not know whether or not the
Pope has alre%gy appealed to German authorities and presuning
we wlll take parallel action, they will take the following
steps:

Issuc instructions to Charles to ascertain whether or not
an appeal has been made by the Pope; Provided he has not, teo
request him to do sc with assurance that the persons rescued
¥ill be cared for and réceived by Allied authorities, Provided
Lie has made an appezl, Lo suggest that these assurances be
rereated by him; ‘

It 1s hoped by the Foreign O0fffce that this action will
neet with the wpprovel of WHB snd that approprlata instructions
will be issued to our representative in Rome.

WINART

) | |

<

.
A}

DCR:MASIFB  8/28/44
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' 518 FRO® THE DEPARTMENT AND THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 70 KYRON TAYIOR,

yATICAN CITY

Please refer to your 237, of July 17, the Department's ¥o, 16

of July 24, and your 287 of August 5.

As 8 result of negotiations with the British, the following

cable sas received from Ambaesador #inant at Londons

~UOTE Attention of the Jar Refuges Boord.

tion without smumerical limitation,
not know whether or mot the Fove has glready aprealed to (lorman authore

orning discussed with refugee section of the Foreigm
Office &:BP:pal 1§te"enuon on behslf of refugees of morthern

Italy.

Sir Hoel Charles' reply to inquiry ae to accommodations was
received this morning by the Foreign Office. According to Charles'
report, &n additional five thouseand refuzees may be accomgdnted in -
1ibersted Itely eand use of North African camps was aleo suggested.

It 4o the understending of the Foreign Gffice that there are
far more than five thousend refugees north of the battle 1ine, dut
since it believes the military situstion is changing so rapidly thet
the problem of eccommodeting this five thousand additional w11l not
arise, i¢ feols that it will bes anfe to give mssurances of accommode«

The Foreign Office, however, dces

ities and vresuming we will take parallel action, they wil)-teke the
following stepas

eoveal has been made by the Popa,

Tesue instructions to Charles to sscertain vhether or not sn

Provided he has not, to request

him to do 8o with assurance that the persons rescued will be cared
for and recelved by Allied suthorities, Provided he has made en
appesl, to suggest that these assurances bs repeated by him..

" 4

Msargoy:dh 8/29/44

It is hoped by the Foreign Office that this action will neet .
vith the an-roval of ¥BB end thet spproprimte instructions will be
issued to our representotive in Rome., UNQUOTE - :

The above action suggested by the Britieh ia satisfa )
to the War Refugee Board and the Department. Accordingly, please join
with your British colleague in taking the mction celled for in the above
quoted cabdle.

9:35 a.m.
August 30, 1944

uiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman,
Hodel, Laughlin, Issser, Mann, Mannon, McCormack, Cable Control Files

7




o ;5A;ORIGINAL Txmm OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM3 - hiuiig st
TO3

DATED: ~ -
NOMBERG

FROM' DEPARTMENT AND: WAR- REFUGEE BOARD

ﬁgéu WINANT - 0% 0 oo te o L ‘e:,sggf;

While we do not know whether'any' eal'

Office 1s taking.

congscience nor history would forgive us if we' failed~to make SRR
this attempt, '

frenkly we very much doubt, we. are: conrident that the resouroes
and ingenuity or the Amarioan and British Governments are euoh

as to avold a situabion in whioh these human beings, who other-

wise would be reaoued, would be - oonsigned to deportation and
death, '

' B ; ;1172"* 8
ﬂtate Dept LO“,QI'; - 1972 G

: "By R H{V Parks Dete.ﬂ'—?—
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with the British Government with a view towardva joint request
by the British and Amerioan Governments to. the Pope tc appéau'to‘;
the Germean authorities that rescue be permitted with- the ‘ -
assurances that any persons resausd will’ be reoeived and oared P
for by the Allied authorities.

Please advise DuBois of this ecable and if yoﬁ deém'it

advisable, also advise Emerson.



" CABLE FOR ¥IRANT FROW DEPAKTHENT AND WAR REFUGER BOARD.

- e = o em e w wm w o~

“.\:}’
Plesse refer to your 6512-of August 14 dealing with the plight of
refu gﬂes in Germen-occupled Italy end with the viewof Heathoote-Smith
snd the Forelgn 0ffics on this matter.

%e pre frankly shocked by the position which the Foreign Office ia
taking. ‘fatie - do not know whother auy vesl possibilities sulst of
rescuing any Jews wheo may ~till be alive in northern Italy, we fael strongly
that svsry o’ lori snould bs made to effect a rescue if vois is possible, and
we agree with the stevesent atuributed to the Pope tiet nzither our consclsnce
por alstary voust - Srgave do 17 v relie B0 mere Bils &oLGEpT.

I tne mtbitude o the Gorzan Uoveriment ls such that 11 13 podsible
o o 8CL oL@ ro3Ccue o- BLy i TREaw J)Wp.0, rolelt Trenkly ve ysry anch
doubt, Fe arc cordident 1Al Lne r2souieud Bui ingonuii, of the fiard
and british Sovernments are such &5 Lo evold e sitvation in whish
human belhps, WO Julestlss wouks LG PeEOUGG, uouad be Gong Lenad 1o de~
sort.tion and death.

Accordingly. you are reguecied to press this matter aciirely with the
Britis. dovornment Sieh & Yio. WO8EXNG & d(.‘j.uu Teyu3ZY b; tao brilsish and
tmevricnr Covernments o uhe Fopt Lo hppesl %6 Ui derlan g’ rities thzl
rescue be pertitied, #ita the &agwrances Laal eny persons. pepousd will be -
recei~ed snd esred for oy the Ailied authoritles. '

Digpen wdvise suBols of thae cudle sud if you dsem it advissbie, sldo

advira Fmersie

J¥Penlesdg 8/19/44
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FOR ‘i..R REFUGEE BO.RD FROi _CKERINN No. 106

' Hed already been diécussing possible aid to
refugees in Forthern Italy also France when your 44 of
Jugust 16 arrived. Oéé advises that goecd contacts
already established by them with resistance grcups
both places qu believe that refugee aid will be more
effective in Italy and that there is greater need theres
They advise that I deal through them rather than Italian

/
Government in Rome. 4t present supwlies brought to

Italian resistance by pla{es which are hardly sufficient

for military aid. It appears that if refugees are to

be nssisted to hide in mountains, et cetera; food and
o2

clething are an urgent necessity as resistance-groups

dc hove enoush for themselves, If additional planes can'bt" 

allocoted for this specific purpose believe that assistance

" can be given, .fter diseussion with Murphy believe

that nothine can be done here to secure such planes e
. and “that:-

' ‘ DECLASSIFIED .
Stute Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 o
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and that directiveé and alldbatibﬁ?'"

combined chiefs of staff, - Please advise

HURPHY
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PROX} 7 5ﬁaretary of Sbubé. Eﬁ:hinthn ,
R {] Arfér Sodh L&gutmdn; Hern
ta¥Ers . August 16, 1944 g
KUNBEES 8817 X

FOLLOWIRG FOR EI7LELLALD:

Be are roquesting Aokerzann, the Wap Rafugea Board,

representative In Italy to take up v&th
Italian ofriolala

the. approprlate
in Fome the mattep roferred to in youp
5079 of Auguat 7, '

[5Y

X
Pii3 i3 WRB BERK CACLE KO, 186



OABLE FRON WAR :LSFUGEE HOARD %0 MIKISTER HAURLS LAKD
- e s = 3 R HAURI S
BERY, SWITZZRLAID, FIBTHR TAKRIZON YOR HEOLKLLARD,

Ve ars vecussilng Ackermonn, the %ar Hefugee BJonrd rapregentative
in Itely 3o t-ke wp with the sporonriate Italisn officials in Howme

tho natter reforrod to in your 5079 of August 7,

IS 15 WAB BYAT CANLYE Ho,
' . 226inas

10:00 a.m.
August 16, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohh, DuBois, Friedman,
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, MoCormaok, Cable Control Files

MIMarkeiro
8/ 11/ 44,




DEPAFgI';MENT . OUTAGQIN'G
STATE TELEGRAM.
.Diatribution of - "'
true reading only\by ' :
goesdod g roeneemente For securify 1o
g WQ&&DD 7 7 i ; Lt
0 aegacy g
; CASERTA (TALY). Al Y8 1841
% 59)( o) 41"‘ s . e
'&: The following £or Mkernann ‘46 WRB 4»3’ /,}
=@. MaClellsnd, the War Refugee Bogrd reprementau_n an
e Bern, suggeste that plans for the assistande of rorugcoe

in Germgn-cgcupled 1%aly weouid be :‘aonitated u tho . :_,' ; e

Bogprd vere to express $o appropriate Itauan ot’ncialn
in Rowe 1ts approval of and interest in any rosoie _
opsrations on behalf of Jowish refugess in German-oecupied; e ,
Italy which might be wndertalen by zhe Itallan raaiatanca o
movoment insofar as such operatzona are coneistent with

the entisfactory carrying out of the regulgrrm;njar.v E

progyram.

if there ls . no objection fron eompetent Alued mill-
tary authorities, please tako thie ma‘bter \lp with the

appropriate Itallan officiala 1n Romo. and report %o tho L
Board the action taken. - ;

L AN
o1

WRBIMUWVIKG - SE WE  S/R
8/16/44
' DECLASSIFIED-
‘Stato Dept, Lettor, 1-11- 73 8 \977_
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CABLE FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO ACKERMANN, AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL,”
NAPLES, ITALY. , ’

MoClelland, the War Refugee Board representative in Bern, suggeatn
that plars for the assistance of refugess in German~occupied Italy
would be raciliteted if the Board were to express to apprapriste Italisn
officials in Rome its approval of and interest in any rescue cparations
on behalf of Jewish refugees in German-ocoupied Italy which might be
undertaken by the Italian resistance movement insofar as such operations

are consistent with the satisfactory carrying out of the regular
militery progream.

If there ia no objection from competent Allied military aunthorities,
please take this matter up with vhe appropriate Italian officialg in Boge;
and report to the Bosrd the action taken, -

THIS IS WRB CABLE NO. 44

10500 a.m,
August 18, 1944

Mise Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friadman, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, Friedman, Yann, Mannon, McCormack, Cable Control Files

] : . |
. . V |
Mks tJWPehlesdg 8/15/44 , , : i
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- difficulties in connection with arrangements for suppliee and

PAEAPimASE oF ':'TZTEBEGRAI’& RECE

FROM: AMERICAN EMBASSY, LGNDON e, T
TO: Sectetary of State; Waghingtan -
DATED: August 14 1944 :
NUMBER: 652)]2

See Department's telegram 5791 of July 24. midnight S
Embassy's telegram 6292 of August 5, 10 'p.mi; Department's telegram.:_"’
6097 of August 2, midnight Embassy's telegram 6005° of. Julyv>8
5 p.m. R

Prom Heathcote Smith, a copy of telegram number 9, R
dated the fourth of August concerning Papal intervention on behalf =
of non-Italian refugees in Northern Italy has been furnished Hhe
Embassy by IGC. The following is the gist of this communication:
Taylor had an audience with the Pope and supplied him with the
data in all the wires which were exchanged with Wbshington on
this question. On the second of August Heathcote Smith saw the:
Pope who will ask the German Ambassador to try to- qtop sdditional:
deportations and to supply the Vatican with figures on thé’ numbers
of Jews and others still awsiting deportation in Northern Italy, -
It will also be suggested by the Pope that the Axis should allow
these people to reach some asylum. The above pet1t1onq will be™
made as though the Pope himself originated thsm., To Heathcote
Smith the Pope made the statement that neither his conscience
nor history would forgive him if he failed to maké:thig- extempt.f
A report from the Papal Nuncio in Switzerland reached Hsathcote.
Smith to the effect. that near Modena in.a concentration camp fllty
Jews were murdered the th1rty first of July. by Axlq 'f1c1a1s. )

This wire was comminicated to “the -Foreign - Offlce by IGG
and the elsventh of August IGC received the following telegram k
the substance of which is as follows: (In paraphrase) M¥rom:”
Heathcote Smith's telegram number 9 dated August four: it is hoded
that the Pope will take up with the German offic1als the u tion
of 1nternees in the north of Itely.

Meanwhile His Majeqty's High Gomm1qs1oner inRome hasg
been requested by us to advise us as. to ‘what accommodetlon, if any,
may be found for these refugees in freed Italy, but we are aware
that there our resources are greatly:strained end our military
officials insist that there is g definite limxt to the number

_of refugees which cen Dbe brought in..;—

Obviouqu Heathcote Smith is:at the preeent time not too
well informed concerning the problems which we are facing., The
likelihood of a substantial influx of rvefugces from the Balkans
confronte ua; in-addition, we are encountering -considerable: .

DECLASSIFIED .
_Btato Dept. Letter, 1-11-78 . medical paraonnel. Unt,,i],,

B.v B. H. Parks Dm_SEP_. 8 1972
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-2~ #6521 Fr London. dated August l4, 944

medical personnel. .Until a solution “can be found ‘for:these.
problemns, the military officials are not’ apt-£ :
maintenance ‘of many thousands of refugees in % y

You will be advised of the reply of Slr.Noel harle
which I hope will be favorable, but. as I have pointed out, there-
are many obstacles to be: e;come." In its telegram of _today: - R
the IGC summed up the whi situation to Heathcote Smlth, ‘of- whlch

J;;

the following is a paraphrase.

UThe eighth of Augus your telegram number nine; dated X
August four 'concerning the rescue of intarnees who-are threatennd lzéfﬁ
with deportation was received. We have received your: report
of July eighteen and your telegram dated July fifteen,.. the! wenty
fifth and nineteenth of July respectively, but: until the ERERR
thirty first of July your July fourtsen telegram was not received.'
On the twenty~sixth of July we proposed to-the British .and. Ame
Governments that they should ask for the interventicn -of’ the,.A
Vatican for the relief of foreign civilian refugees who are -
detained in northern Italy giving assurance that’ ‘they. would make,
arrangements for transportation to soutkern Itply or elsewhere
and thet -either through IGC or in some other wey they would make
arrangements for maintenance. On the twenty-ninth of July the -
ican Government supplied us with a message which they: repeeted to
Taylor and they further advised us on the flfth of August t
our proposal was found to be acceptable by them. . We had, |
sccordance with their suggestion, a three cornered dlscuselon :
w1th representatives of the Amerlcan Embaéey and ‘the: Woreign”"

have been furnished, From the Foreign: Office we today r e' !

a letter stating that Charles has been requeqted 40 mgke B report‘
as to what accomodations if any may be avallnble in-Italy s
of the battle line. The possibility” of a large. 1nflux_from the . PR
Balkans simultanéously with difficulties concerninv supplies Dl

and medical personnel are emphasized by the‘Foreig ;
By the way of the American Embassy, British’ opinzon is: being .
transmitted to Washington, On your successful: nngotlablons with
the Pope we extend our congratulations.to Taylor and yo
Of additional developments. we will advise: yous

N

“VINANT

8-16-44
DCR:ZMSimg  ~

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), .Abrahamson. Azkin,: Borensbein,‘

Cohn, Drury, DuBois, Friedman, .Gaston, -Hodel, ‘Leughlin, Leqsnr.

Mann, Mannon, Marks, McCormeck, Pshle, Sargoy, Standish, Stewart,

Veinstein, Cable Control Files e R

g
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PARAFYRASE OF TELEGRAY RICEIVED
Americanl “&Z’eé‘;aﬁi}n, Bern
Seorertg’ﬁy of St?&f_?'. W_ashington

T
august 7, 1944

¥eSlellsnd sends the followving for the War Rsfugee Board.

85079 ¥

It »0uld nelo our vlenning heve, in line with Legstion's
cepl  of Jjuly 4, no. 423 . if the WRB would express %o appro-
criate Itzlisn officfale in Rome ite avvrovel of and 1ntereaﬁs
in sny rescue overations in bechaifl of endangered Jewlsn refugeés
1o Gerizn occurled Itely whieh might bs underbokenw by the Itals
lan resistance =ovement in rfo far as suen onerations are eon-
eletent witu §ne carrylng out of their regular military pro-

gram gatiefsctorily.

HARRISON

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By R B. Purko DteSEP.. g 1972




PANAPHRASE O'F' TELEGRAY REGEEV'V&—Q:'W
FROMY Americen Delegate, Home

i I georetary of State, Wabington chTRBL n
DATED: August 5, 1944 UPY

¥
NUMBER!? 104

Reference 1s madevhérswithifguy cable of July 17, no. 237

end Department's answer of July 24, nol 18,

Taylor's 287, v _

Last week I'rorwarded the properly paraphrased coples of
both measageas to the Oardinal Secretary of Stete for the e:{ﬁsiégr
sration of Hle Holinese the Bope. The phan that the Pope api?fégol;
through apvropriate channels the necessary Germen suthorities
proncd ng the release from Northern Itely of interned refugees
neinly Jews ag well ag the larger plan heretofore advanced by 7
the Yar Refugee Board relative to the release of all Jewe in \
Germeny at Atlentic ports was proppsed' by Sir-0lifford Hea,théété 7
Smith, =author of the first message, in an gud};’eneei with’ ﬁis »
Hollnéss on Thuraday. :

In my sudience with His Holiness yesterday I eupported hi.n
plan with encoursging results for I was’ assuree ' 1 -
by Hie Holiness that at the earlist moment he wotild’ mﬁe suoh

en approach, His sympathetic snd dsep interest 1;; -all-humani-
tarken projects for the relief of distressed persons ig obvlous.

Naturally the method of epproaéh is a matter W thin h.\.s own .

MAlseretion.. .I.d1d not meke-any- Anquiry- &s—%a-aﬂy vlan—hemlgrxu ;

have Ex& &n mind or propose a method, " DECLASSIFTED

Stuto Dept. Lettcr, 1-11.72%

KIBK By R H. l’nﬂ'n Dnm SEE__ 8 1972 o




s

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED .~

fROM: American Embassy, London

TO: Secretary of State, Vashinghon
DATED: August 5, 1942:»* e
NOBER: 6292 '

Following is for the attention of the -War Refugee‘Board}:

Reference is made herewith to Depariment's cable of hugus£ 2, n

This morning at a meeting between Vice-Director IGG,iﬂénaqrépnibf,the;
Refugee Section Foreign Office, and Browns,,they discussed intervention by.

the Vatican on behalf of non-Italian refugees in Northern Italy.;; T

It was stated by Henderson, who was given paraphrase of ‘no, 6097,
he would have to secure definite answer: from higher authorities in the
Foreign Office. He advanced his own informsl opinion that the British.
Government might not feel that it had enough facilities available :at once
for transportation, maintenance and care of these refugees to glve the "
Vatican necessary assurance on this point. - o e

It was stated most confidentially by the-Vice-Dirsctor that proposal’.
for Vatican intervention originated with the Vatican itselfs, He asserted i
that the proposal was still approved by IGC but emphasized most strongly the =
necessity that the American and British Governmehts have care, maintenance . :
and transportation facilities available prior to requesting the Vatican:t :
act as otherwige the Vatican would regard the request as insincere and = 7. "
would refuse to intervene, ' o e Y

It was also stated by him that IGC desired. this par
refugee problem kept seperate from the larger Hungdri oblem=evén-
though dealt with by the same methods, He felt that because. of:the follow-
ing differences from the Hungarian situation it could be kept separate:
smaller number of refugees,relative ease of their transportation: to safe
territory, the Vatican's special interest and the likelihood of success:
being greater. S : '

VINANT
: , Y g T

cct Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y), Abrahamson; Akzin, Borenstein; Gohn,. . -~

DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser; Mann; Mannon; Marks,

McCormack, Pehle, Sargoy, Standish, Weinstein, Files .. - R

y - DECLAB
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_ ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENY
FROM; _Becretary of BUAYS I—Nlashingt

. 0AAD8: 3390337 PI"’
TO: American Emﬁhﬂs#QT@bﬂaNﬁ
- DATED: August, 2,
g 8%9

, m @ aUAMc j":_
RUMBER: : i.; *
FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO AHBASSADOR WIHANT ! o o
Pleage refer to your 6005 of" July 38 concerning the sug-':—?:!f).;;
gestion made by the IGC Director that the Vaticanlje'asked by
the British and American Governments to 1ntervene with the -
German Government for the release of non-Italian civilian refugees
held in North Italy. ] e
As mentioned in our 5791 of July 24, the.Amemican'Goyern-'mP"
ment has made clear to the world its willingness to cooperafe'
with other sympathetic governments in finding havens of refuge
for victims of enemy oppression able to leave German. occupied 7 _
territory. Therefore, Emerson's proﬂocal 1s completely accept-'>:’
able to this Government.
It is suggested that Emereon now- discuss this matter with
the British Government and secure its consent to requesting the
Vatican to intervene, on the. understanding that the Britiah _5,-
81pilita

making - arrangements for the maintenance, care and transportetion

will share with the American Government the ree

of the refugees involved in the event that the Vetican's efforya

prove successful.

The B oard would appreciate being advised as soon ae the ‘

British Government has signified 1ts consent. . DECTAS SsTFTED ,
. { © - Btate Dept Icttc\ 111 '72 ’
 STETTINIUS SEP sz 1977

(Acting) By R. H, Payi




CAELE FROM WAR REFUGER BOARD YO AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON,

Flease refer to your 6005 of July 28 concerning the suggestion made
g by the 100 Direotor that the Vatican be asked Yy the British and American
’ Goverznments to intervens with the German Government for the releass of -
non-Italien oivilien refugees held in North Italy. .

able to lesve Gersian ocoupded territery. Therefore, Eserson's proposal
1s ccmplotely acceptahle to this Govermmsnt. !

It 18 suggested that Emerscm now discuss this matter with the British
Government and secure its consent to requesting the Vatiecan to intervens,
on émloratanding thet the Britieh will share with the Awarican Governe
mont/ Y9Eponsibility of making arrangements for the maintenance care and
transportation of the refugees involved in the event that the ﬁtim’.
efforts prove suscessful, .

The Board would appreciate being advised as soon as the British
Govermment has signified its conment, .

11:00 a.m.
August 1, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DiBois'.w’”F‘ﬁ::&naanod
. Mhinabeaor, Menn, Mannon, MoCormaok, Cable Control Fil__es

HiMerksisfices 7/31/44




JUL 26 1944

RO U SO SR O

Dear Dr. Vise:

The following message for the World Jewish Congress from
Dr. Riegner has bsen received through the American legation, Bern,
wnder date of July 21, 19443 '

“Information has been received by Czechoslovak
offieial at Ganeva to efisct that there is a disposition
on part of Slovek resistance movement to assist in
rescue of Jews from Hungarian dominated territories by
bringing them to Slovskia to be enrolled in Sloval ¥aquig
or to be hidden. We are cooperating with action being
undertaken (?) dnazidov Bratislava. £30,000 is required
by program for expenses wnich will be coverad by variocus
sources; participation of Congress ten thousand dollars
to be transferred urgently to Geneva in Swiss francs is
being asked. Tuis is most serious propossal and we are
awalting your urgent reply."

Very truly youras,

(Signet) 3.9, Pekle

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Diresctor

Dr. Stephan 5. Wise
World Jewieh Congrems

13834 Broadway
New York, New York

FHodelsme 7/26/44% — ‘ | : ;
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PAEATERASL OF TELFGRAX RESLIVELD \W\\k‘}( V‘)

c fmerican Legzation, Zern W.@,&

Sacretary of State, Washington A

Jaly 21, 1544

tslistle @ sends the rollewing for VKB, f{rom Riegner for

LCULR: 4CEC

“tion Yorid dzrisk longreas.

-

% f:ineva to <. Tezt that the s is a disvosition on part of

/
1ol recdstance mevement te sgsist Iin reazue of Jews
Trom vngsrler dominated teerfitories by bringing them to
3iovsllis to Lo enrolled in 3¥vak Laquis or to be hidéen/
“we roe sooperating with action being undertaken (7)

e s Co

<
<
el
o
o
e
[&
s
bl
<
o

936,000 is required by program for
expenses which will be coverzd by varlous sources;
rart.cipatlon cof Jongresz ten thousand dollars to be
trenularred urgently to-Gensvae in Sézss francs 1s belng-
asied. Thals 1: most geriousz proposal and we are awaiting

p
your urgent raply. /

Fole bty lTogntlicnu: This proposition has teen discussed

Cr e o7 . -
. wintster Xopecky and ccnsider trat support is merited.

“uitlial vonbrihution sgquivalent ton theusand dollars from fund

ol W13 In 3wisg frarncs is being mede. KFrancs will be deposited

to crecunt of Zzech resistance movement in Switzsrland.

DECLASSIFIED .
Btate Dopt, Letter, 1-11-72 DARRISOR

By R. H. Parks Dato_QLP_ 8 1972

L2i LUL

/o

/8 A

i
!
i
!



e
3 e




FFC-76
(11-42) _

CROSS REFERENCE ON ...

FOR:

Amendment to this License . . . . . . . . .+

Renewal of this License . . . .

Extension of this License . . . . . . . . . . [:::]

Correspondence concerning this application

Other (Specify)

1, FOR MATERIAL RZLATIVE TO THIS BREAKDOWH

SEE: 1, COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGZNCIES: INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTER
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM:  Seczetary of State, Washington R
TO: American Legation, Bern _ 45'::l A';  1?f 7
DATED: September 16, 1944 BGNTRBL BGPY
NUMBEER: 3199 x T
g
Cable to MoClelland. '
The War Refugee Board requests that you deliver the
following message to Jdarblum Rieé;er, 37 Quai Wilson,
Geneva, Switzerland, from Leon Kubowitzki, 1834 Broadway,
New York, New York:
QUOTE Number 132 learned 700 Jews deported
from Foésoli camp t0 Germeny. Have repeatedly re=-
quested Interredcross demand from fasoclst authori-
ties in northern Italy right include Jews deprived
freedom movement within scope of its work since
Italians always conceded appliocation POW'Treafy to
civilian internees. Suggest you urge ¢nterredoross

meke formal representation fagolst authorities.

WORLD JEWISH CONGREbS L
 LEON. KUBQITZKT .- UNQUOTE:

This is WRB cable to Bern No. 1?%,

DEGLASSIFIED o
% : ) Biate Dept. Letter, 1-11: 72

By R 1 Pasks Date GEP-. 8 1972
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CABLE TO MINISTER HABHISON FOR MCCLELLAND, BERM, SWITZERLAND

The Wur Refugee Board reguests that you deliver the following
message to Jarblum Riegmer, 37 Gual ®ilson, Geneva, Switzerland, from
Leon Xubowivski, 1834 Broadway, Hew York, Hew Yorks

o

QWOTE  Number 132 learned 700 Jows duported from Fossoli
csEp o (ermany. Have repeatedly requested Interredoross dexand
Ifrom fesoist authorities in northern Itely right include Jeup
deprived frevdom woveuqnt within acape of ity work since
{tulisns viveys vonceded applivation POR Treety to civilian
inleruees. Suggest you urge Inverradoross make furmal repressn~
tativn tusciet avthorivies.

WORLD JEWISH COHGRES:
LEOR KUBOWITZKI UNGUOTE

THIZ L GKRB CaBLL T Wk MHoe 168

3340 p.m.
September 12, 1944

iiss Chauncey (forthe Seo'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Frisdman,
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mannon, MoCormack, Cable Control Filos

WA
A& SN S

BAkzinisr 9/11/44

st

C et




’

v

' Ao At :/ﬁ4i5é27 .

- 4

N / August 35, 1:94'4':' B
NLT N ‘ " o

Jarblum Riegner
37 Quai Wilson
Geneva (Switzerland)

Number 132 Learned 700 Jews\deperted from Fossoli camp
\ .

t0 Germany stop Have repaate& y requested Interredoross
demand right include Jews

deprived freedom movement within scopg:its work since
Italians always oonceded application POW Treaty to
Givilian internees stop Suggest your urge Interredoross
make férmal representation fascist authorities.,

Leon Kubowitzki

59 words
ABK:ef
Charge: World Jewish Congress

Via Western Union

Censor: Marc Jarblum and Gerhart Riegner are our Geneva
representativeas, We inform them that 700 Jewe have been
deported from Foesoll concentration camp in Northern Italy
to Germeny and ask them to urge the International Red Cross
to make formal representations to the Italian fascist
authorities since in our opinion the Jews deprived of their
freedom of movement are entitled benefit by analogy-fr
the 193¢ Geneva Convention flor Prisoners of W




oeeasTWENT  / INGOMING W bsion o
STATE /'/ TELEGRAM N AND RECORDS .

OF

,.GfK:_’?(_)jﬂ 3 PLAIN é _ é‘)
UitioL o0PY

Secretary of Stete,
Washington,.

666g; seventeenth. »

LONDON TIMES of today carries article stating that
Italian Government has approved in principle request
by IGC that certain non-Itallan refugees in Italy be
naturalized as Itallan citizens and be allowed to remain
there., Vice Director IGC states this Itallan action
vas ﬁaken after representations by IGC representative

in Italy who acted on request of certalin non-Italian

refugees.

WINANT




FROMS - gecretary of Btate, Washingtoﬂ

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENE - -

TOs 7 American Consulate Generel, Naplel

o TNTROL oy
—— 5

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO ACKERMANN, ]

Please refer to your No. 102 of July 29th in reply toro;; 
No. 36 July 2L. |

The following is for your 1nformation:

It is assumed that you have seen Heethcote-Smith'e cable
to Emereon of July 15, copy of which was transmitted to the
War Refugee Board by Myron Taylor as eable No. 237 of July 17,
concerning Heathcote-Smith'e suggeabieﬁ among others that the
German Government be requested to releaae rafugees deported L
from Allied Italy and to deliver such refugees to Allied authori-'i
ties at a North Atlantie port whence they would either be retnrnedh' ‘
to Allled Italy or taken to temporary havena of - refuge elsewhere.rf
After receiving Taylor's message, - the'Boerd cabled Emerson

in London referring to the Preeident's pronounoeuent of Harch'24

and his message to Congress concerning theflﬂoosrerﬁgee s

of which make clear this Government's willingneee to coopeoate

with other sympathetic Governments in finding haVene of retuge

for all victims of enemy persecution able to leave Gernan-oceupiedf.
territory. We also advised Emgrson: that thie Government qu pre- o ‘
pared to cooperate in evey way with. the British and other Govern- ,jﬁ

ments in facilitating any feasible plen of ection 1n regard to
DECLASSIFIED. - . s
Btato Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 . the natter
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he matter referred to by Heathcote-Smith, even though 1t 8

quite possible that many of the deportees from Italy have o "

already been exacuted, The followlng is an extrnct of. the Board' i k

cable to Emerson: ' R T
QUOTE It is our view that any spproach to the Germans

should indlcate the willingness of the Allled Governhénts, jifﬁ'

due regard to military necessities, to consider measures for the

reception in Allied and neutral territory of any Jews. in German '

occupied territory, and should not be limited to deporteas from

Italy. This Goverament has recently advised the British Govern~

ment of 1ts willingness to Join in such an approach to the Gerlan

Goverament. However, we are prepared to consider sympathetically

Heathcote-8mith. In the ciroumltancas it would appear nolt feasible

for the Intergovernmental Committee to detarnine the practical

problems involved and discuss the matter,wlth the British GQVprnught;'~f

UNQUOTE . i L

The Board received a reply from Emarson sugga;ting that the

intervention of the Vatican be requéste tl 2k ant
American Goveramments in approaching the German authoritiol with

a8 requesat that non-Italian oivilian retugees hcld in North Italy

be released, FEmerson also suggested’ that the British ‘and Amnrican
Governments assure the Vatican that they would ‘make arransementt . ‘
for the maintenance, care and transportation ot the refugoes f,.f  "Q

1nvolvod



OVB succelsrul

e event that the Vatiean's efforts pro
1ing Emeraon that’ ‘nis’ proposal 1
can Government and auggesting,thgt

nvolved in th
s conplctely

The Board is cab
now discuss the matter with the British Government and ugcureﬁits' L g
! ' i

can to intervene, on the under- - i
ghare with the American Govcrnp :

acceptable to the Ameri

congent to requesting the Vati
standing that the Brivish will s

t the responsibilities 1ndicated

men by Emerson in the ovent

fule

the Vatican's efforts prove suceess

that
THIS IS WRB CABLE TO NAPLES NO. 40
' X

STETTINIUS
(Acting)



‘NAPLES, ITALY,

W‘ = ugust 2,104
1 . . 582°A,'p'!m!7 e

Please refer to your No. 102 of July 29%h dn reply to our No, 36 of
July 2. : : T

The following is for your intmau'o:ii

It is asmmed that you have ssan Heathcote~Smith's cable to Enerson of
duly 15, copy of which was transmitted to the War Refuges Board by Myrom
Teylor as cable No, 237 of July 17, concerning Heathoote~Smith's mggesiion
among others that the German Covernment; be requested to relsape refugess
deported from Allled Itely and to deliver such refugees to Allied euthorities
at a North Atlantic port whence they would either be returned t6 Allled Italy
or taken to temporary havens of refuge elsewhere,

) After receiving Teylor's message, the Board cabled Heerson in London
roferring to the Fresident's pronouncement of March 24 and his message o0
Congress concerning the 1000 refugees, both of which make clear this Govern~
ment!s willingneas to cocperate with other sympathetie Oovernments- in finding
havens of refuge for all victims' of enemy persscutien able to leave Germane
cocupied territory. We also advised Eserson that this Govermment was prepared.
to cooperate in every way with the British and other Governments in facilitating
any feasible plan of asction in regard to the matter referred to by Heathootes
Eaith, even though it is te possible that many of the deportees:fros Italy
bave already been exeouted. The following is an extraet of the Board's cable
to Emersont T

QUOTE It is our view that any approach to the Germens should indicate the
willingness of the allied governments, wiih dues xegard 0 military necessities,
to consider msasures for the reception in ellied and neutral territory of any
Jews in German occupied territory, and should not be limited to deportees from
Italy. This Government has recently advised the British Govermmsnt of its
willingness to join in such an approach to the German Government, -Hovever, we
ere propared to consider sympathetically any plan designed to meet the Italian :
problem referred to by Heathcote-Smith, In the circumstances it would appear most
feasible for the Intergovermmental Committee to determine the practical problems
involved and discuss the matter with the British Goverament, . UNQUOTE :

" The Board recoived a reply from Buerson suggesting that the interventiom of
the Vatican be requested by the British and American (overnments in approaching
the German authorities with a request that non~-Italian civilian refugees held in
North Italy be released, Emerson slso suggested-that the British and Ameriecan
Governments assure the Vatlcan that they would make arrangenents for the
maintenance, care and transportation of the refugees involvsd in the event
that the Vatisan's efforts prove successful, .

The Board is cabling BEwerson that his proposal is completely acceptable to
the American Government and euggesting that Emerson now disouss the matter with
the British Government and secure its consent to requesting the Vatiean 4o inter-
vene, on the understanding that the British will share with the American Goverae
ment the responsibilities imdicated by Emerson in the event that the Vatican's R

Yiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson

m-( }p\{m succéssful, '
1 ‘Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, Laughlin,
WA L8 NRIB A4 0 NAPLES N0, 40 L:u;r - Mann : Mannon, iloComa;k,r Cable -~
) N ,*.cqubroi» Files e L

sur
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 PARATHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECETVED

FROM:  American Embassy, London * 7
TO: Secretary of State,_ﬂashingtdn R
DATED:  July 28, 1944 ‘

i

i
F
Ty

NUMBER: 6005,

The followihg 1s for VRB's information.

3

Hith reference to Department's cable of July 24, o -

5791, Embassy has been supplied with text of Hoathcote-Smith's _telegram
by 1GC, : s
The suggestion that the 1ntervention oft the Vatican ‘be

American Governments would make. arrzmgements for ma:.ntenance and care :

and transportation of refugees 1nvolved, in tlus connection, in the . :

event the efforts of -the Vatican are successful

T

DCRiGH .
T=R9=44,

oc: Miss Chauncey (For the. Sec'y), Abrahamson, Akz:.n,"Borenstein,
Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lessger; Mann,
Mannon, Marke, MeCormack, Pehle, Sargoy, -Standish, Weinstein, :
Files

DECLAS STFTED. : e
- Blate Dept; Lotter, 1-11- 1 LS \Q‘i’% i

. 'By R H Purks Dﬂw s'—-—-—-—- :

i
}
i
i




FROMt
TOs

ORIGINAL TEET OF TELEGRAM 812!‘1‘00

Beorstayy of State, Washington ,’lﬂl 0 i

American Consul, Raples

DATED: July 21, 1944
NUMBER: 401%

The following message has beon recaived fron Emerson, IQ&}
QUOTE A message has been received recently from ouru
representative in Itul&/which stnﬁes, in effect, that thérq'
have besn discoveraed records which are now available in
Itai& and which give complete lists of names of more than -
15,000 individual refugees-~¥ugoslavs who are not Jews,
Jews, and other people--who have been, at one time or an0§het
sinee the start of the war, in Italy., To trace many of
them now 18 impossible. Other data is available which gives
the names of rafugees at frec detention places and ;hosei
held at oertain camps at certain times., Our répresenﬁat;ve
suggests that notification bo given tho Axis aﬁ;@oritiea, .

that this information 1s in the possession of  the Alliés_‘j"
and that due punishment will be inflicted upon those

responsible for the 1ll treatment or death o:

1 em retorring this matter to you, since agreenent ‘has

been reached with Washington that the field of amction of

the Inter-governmental Committee doea’Qbh"56§§ff£§§§ﬁﬁiaﬁﬁdgif

action of this kind, Bince it would possibly be of special -

' interest

DECLASSIFIED -

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
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_ the 1nrormation
has also been sent to ggg,ngiﬁigg @enggn Officu. UHQUO!E
Please consult Heathcote-Smith, 1GC Beprenentative. It

possible oxamine records to daternine their usefulness aither faxr

psychological purposes ds lndicated, or for purposes of 1n1§1ating

action that might result in the rescus or relief of persons whose

names and whereabouts may be available.

THIS IS WRB CABL . TO NAFLES NO. 36.
¥

. HULL




CABLE TO AMYBYICAK CORSULATE GZNERAL, NAPLES, FOR ACKCRMANN :

fhe following message hes been received from Emerson, IG0:

QUOTE A messsge hes been recelved recently from our repre-
sentative in Itely which states, in effeet, that there have been
discovered records vhich are now available in Itsly =nd which glve
complste 1ists of nsmes of moye than 15,000 individual refugsel ==
Yugoslave who zre not Jews, Jows, and other people ~= who have been,
Po trace
meny of them mow is impossible, Other data is svalleble which gives
the names of refugees at free detentilon places and those held at
certain camps at cortain times. Our representatlive suggesis thad
notification be glven the Axis authorities that this information is

at one time or another since the start of the wer, in Italy.

in the possession of the Allies and that due punishment will be

inflicted upon those responsible for the 111 treatment or death of
these peopls. I am referring this matter to you, since agrecment has
been resched with ¥Washington that the field of action of the Inter-
governmental Committee does not cower psychological action of this
kind, Since it would posaibly be of speclel interest to the War Crimes
Commission, the information has also beon sent to the British Foreign

Office. UNQUOIR

Please consult Hesthcote-Smith, IGC Representative, If possible examine
records to determine their uwsefulnese either for psychologlcal purposes
28 indicated, or for purposes of initiating aection thot might result in
the rescue or relief of persons whose names and vhereabouts may be :

evailable.

X
THIS IS WRB GABLE TO. NAPLES KO. 36

5:00 p.m.
July 20, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesser, lMann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files

(css)
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ZDEPARTMENT

STATE

: 72/-"3&44

INCOMING W DIVISION: OF~
COMMUN!CATIONS

TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

BAS-437 Vat: 4 1 A
This telegram must be M A . B
psraphrased before being Dat ‘ 4 '

comritr: - catcd to anycne
other than a Govirnment Rec'd 10:25 a.m. , 18th
heency . (Dhdhbetvips

geney /647QZ/( 7L0/
‘“'~*'hr Sia
Wiashingtc._.. D'Vlﬁwww e

{
7. July 17, 10 1; UL 19 1044
237 uly a.m. ! i
’ ’ i? GUMMUIm, I[e&
The following is the sabstancs of d™Beffehram datzd

OF

Secretary of State,

July 15 sent from Rome to Intergo?érnmEnual Committee
on Refugeess London from the Committee's resident
representative in Italy, Sir Clifford Hea%hoote Smith.

The subject of the telegram is the saving of the
lives of feoveign internees in Italy notably Jewish whom
the Germans threatened with imminent deportation and
murder; and the despatch of mercy ship.

(1) Ther havevbeen discovered in Italy the originals.
of Gednan official oréers dated April 22, 1944, by
which all internees EXéEpt Belgian, Dutch, Norwegian,
French, Greek, ex-Polish and ex-Yugoslav, were to be

sent northwarc into Germany(repsat GErmany)concgpt'

camps. The order stated specifically that Jews of all
nationalities presumably I*alian also were included.

4 corroboration of this is found in the fa¢t that, 43
British Jews were thus suddenly removed in April at -
noon ont day at a few minhtes notice to a German camb

at Carpi




-

237, July 17, 10 a.n., from Vatlc an City

at Corpi neay ilocTna, :

(2) ThE nonstrous -fact that 1argz numbErs ar
deported to Germany and liquidated is disclosed by
Evidence scarcely less complete. This fate mUst hayE

been that of thousands of men, women and childrEnlfrom'

Italy alone. This bestial carnage should clsarly bE

stopped forthwith if this, without injury to thE -war Effor*

of the Allies, can be achieved. .

(3) The sfze of the problem. There éhould'héVg_
been sixteen to twenty thousand internees today';n
républican Ital so it is Estimaﬁzd, but inclgdihg é¥;:
Christians and an outsiaa maximum of 5,000 f;fgigﬁ'jéwa;l
there may be alive today the "eunder 9,000 wnat w1th a';
large scale repatriation of Yugoslavs and dEportatlon -
of Jews and others. Republican Italy w1th hEr Fa001st

laws has denationalized all Itallen JEws So th tﬂsomE

20,000 "Italian" W Jews should be added to the: above":OOOH‘

foreign Jews,

(4) President Roossvzlt initiatzd the- PEfugEE camp:’

for the thousand stateless persons now bcing shlppsd from ’

' Italy

=8




. T

the Pope, if thought adVisablE as 1ntermsdla y.

"\
notably all stateless pErsons.A A nErcy Shlp

of them, in Iualy and 1f rEqulrtd there could bE madE B

whlch is to take stEps to prascrve (rEnEat preszrvz)
and maintain- rzfuvs. Similarly rescuE work has prldE
'of placE for the American: Nar Rsfuges Board..l"

_(6) Tmmediacy.




i
§
7

#9237, Julv 17, 10 a.m., from Vat:

(8) Iﬁmzdiacy of thg proﬁlém;“{NEfw

there been such a probabil’ :y of SUCGESS: nor uch

urgeneys, It is -clear this suggestlon of - mErcy sh1 5 13‘

not orlginal the question is whether, thls 13 psychologica:

moment to try againe German policy of dEportation is',*'

well established. If we do not move quickly total

(repeat total) deportation may be carriEd out. On thE

other hand Germany is now on the defensive and hard _ '
pressed and has just dEclarEd this publicly and frankly.‘rf[:f}'ﬁ

This comparatively small act of dEcentrbghavlqnvwhlchn

incidentally will saddle the Allies with s;&ﬁrai'

thousand mouths to feed may bé welcomsd{ﬁ#ﬁthézGtrﬁéﬁsif"'

as an opportun1tj to gain somE gracs.

(7) Succ ss in this Elevcnth hour ﬂttemp t;;"”’

extermination some few thoudand llVES mlght pEr, t 1at£r}
succesasful- rEpEtltnon ElSEWhErE.

(8) Vo immediete threat. It 1s_su
after eventual fejsction sﬁguld't ‘vbA’ _ 7
the 1nvitation itself should bE m?ﬁgly courtEous and-
direct and that Gsrmany should be informcd bEforEhand

that WE -




~5- #237, July 17, 10 a.m.,

that we hold the names of :,:tBéjms‘iji_zjﬂ_f:
interned in Italy. R 7
(9) This mercy: shlb suggastlon formEd hE subJEc‘
of a talk I hed with Myron Taylor.. HE said
would encourage the plan and would cablE fﬁsxébpréﬁriatz
authorities in .'{Ia'shingjson accordingly. B
Note by Miyron Taylor:vthis idéa iézéiml .
smaller scope but more def’ JitE than OnE™ discussed by
Peble, President War REfugEE Board with thE PrEsident'sf ¥-t
Advisory CommittEE at a lunchgon mEEtlng 1n New%York
in Aprll. Whe ther it is pract1ca1 dEpEndS on transportation S
and nilltgry consideration as,well as thE politiéal 3 '

features involved.

TAVI.OR




P PARAPHRASE OF PELEGRAM RECETVED

FROM ¢ The American Legation, Bern . .
TO: The Secretary of State, Washington BB#!TRG! GDPY
DATE: July 4, 1944 , L«

@LONUMBERS 4239 > %
_/ -

The following message 1s from Riegner by McClelland to
the War Refugee Board for the World Jewish Congrees.

‘//&n answer to your various cables regarding the situation
of the Jews in Northern Italy, there is no change in this zone.
With the aid of certain Jewish collaborators who remained with
false identity papers and also with the help of Catholic priests,
Yelasem is continuing its activities from Genoca. Notably in the
regions of Emilia, Ligurlia, Tuscany, Lombardy and Pledmont 1is
relief reaching the Jews, Joint 1is financing this work ade-
gquately. Rabbi Otto Ledéhi 18 at his post in Venlce and the
recent news from Venice and Florence is satisfactory. In several
other towns especlally in Genoa, Turin and Milan, arrests of Jews
continue, The people who have been arrested are in prisons, es-
pecially prison San Vittore in Mllan and in camps &as followss
sangriwg:

Cesareo, Province Parma; Wosscli near Carpi, Province Modensa.

San Martino di Rosignano, Monte Ferrato, Provincs A

When the campe are full the people are deported from them, From
San Vittore, Milan, transports of deportees left for Poland and
Germany as follows: On December 6, 230 people and on Jainary 30,

656 people. Five hundred and eighty people were deported from

DECLASSIFIED Fossoll
Btato Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 i
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‘Fossoli on: the 22nd of February and the -end of March, approgia
mately 500 wesre taken away. Although specific detmlls are 1ack;
ing, deportations have omntinued. Due to lack of food and also '
to brutal treatment, the situetions in camps 1s extremely bad.
Penetration to the camps is permitted to neither priéste nor to
the Red Cross, With the ald of members of Itallan resistance
movements, ald to phe detaineece must be assured. Because of

more gevere control by Italians end Gtermans at the frontier the .
arrival in Switzerland of Italian Jows hae decrsased recently.

I am trying to initiate rescus éction in Horthern Italy in con-
tact with members of Italian resistance, in agreement with Valabia
and Salvatore Doégtiﬁ Tnocluded in thle program are the followlng:
{1) the transferring-of people in hiding to security zones such
as the valleys controlled.by ¥aquis to Switzerlasnd or to the
southern zone; (2) aid to detainees in camps in the provinces

of Pia Cenza, Parma and Modena, with agsistance of resistance
movements also; (3) preparation of liberation at the appropriate

moment by force of detalnees in camps. An 1nitial contribution

of ten thousand dollars is nesded for this program. Your urgent

At

. "
Ve | ¥

reply is being awaited,”
HARRISON

P




JUL 121944

Dear Dr. Kubowltakit

The following confidential message for you from Mr, Riegner
wos received from the American Legation, Bern, under date of July 4, 1944

“In answer to your various cables regerding the situstion of the

Jews in Northern Italy, there is no chengs in this zona, With the

aid of certain Jewish collaborators who remained with false identity
papers and also with the help of Catholic prieste, Delasem is com-
tinulng its sctivities from Genoe. Notably in the regions of Emilis,
Liruria, Tusonny, Lombardy and Piedmont is relief reachingz the Jews,
Joint is finanoing this work adequately. Rabbi Otto Lenghi is at

his post in Venice and the recent news from Venice and Florence is
satisfactory. In several other towns espsolally in Cenon, Turin and
Milan, arreate of Jews continue. The people who have been arrested
are in prisons, especinlly prison San Vittore in Hilen and in camps

as followa: San Hartino d4i Rosignsno, Monte Ferrato, Province Alles@
sandria; Cesareo, Province Parma; Fossoli near Carpi, Province Hodena.
Yhen the camps ara full the people are deported from them, FProm San
Vittore, Milan, transporte of deportees left for Poland and Germeny

as follows: On December 6, 220 people and on January 30, 666 people,
Five hundred and eighty people were deported from Fossoli on the 22nd -
of February and the end of March, approximately 500 were taken away.
Although specific detsils are lacking, deportations have continued.
Due to lack of food and also to brutal treatment, the situations in -~
camps is extremely bad, Penetration to the camps 1s permitted to
neither priests nor to the Red Cross, With the ald of members of
Italian resistance movemente, ald to the detainees must be assured,
Bacause of more severe control by Italians and Germans at the frontier
the srrival 4n Switzerland of Italian Jews has decrean %l ,
am trying to initiate rescue action in Northern Itsly in contact with
members of Italian resistance, in agreement with Valobra and Salvatore
Donati. Included in this program are the following: (1) the tranefer-
ring of people in hiding to security zones such as the valleys controlled
by Maquis to Switzerlsnd or to the southern zons; (2) aid to detainees

in campe in the provinces of Pia Cenza, Parma and Modena, with assist-
ance of resistance movements aleo; (3) preparation of liberation at the
appropriate moment by force of detainess in camps, An initial contridu-
tion of ten thousand dollars is needed.for this program, Your urgent: *
reply 4s heing awaited.” .

T : i
Yery. trulyiyours, i : i
Dr, A, Lson Kubowitski, ‘

Head, Resous Department . !”r\@@“ 8, %, Ponle
Yorld Jewish Qongroln. ,t'ﬁﬁéw. Pﬁhle ) Vi
1834 Broadway, A Exdcutive Director i

New York 23, Hew

v e
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED

iJgagrav,_:r
FROL: The Allied Oontrol Commission, Naples : e
TO: The Secretary of Btate, Washington

DATE:  April @0, 1944 foedd Yoy 5= o
3550

s o3 _ CONTRGL 5@??

Murphf sends the follbwing'méssagé.

‘at the suggestion of the Combined Ohiefd of Staff s study
of the eivilian relief problem in Italf has recently been made
and completed by Patrick lialin! Vice President of the inter
governmental Comuwittee on Refugees. With regerd to non-Italian
persons in ltaly especlally Jews, Malin although he found are
rangemecnts satisfactory for the relief of ltallane, consldeped ‘
that furthsr steps should be taken with a view to enguring the
dlspensation of adequate relief and to arren ging thelr evacua~-
tion or rz2patrlation where possible, A

The followlng recommsndations which ACG.end AFHQ have.
approved are pui forward by Malin to supplement tha foregoing:

One. 8ir Olifford Hsathcote 8mith! late British Consul

General at Alexandria, to be appointed as resident?reprééént&é'

tive in Italy of IGGON“fefugees. _

Two, To wobk in Ptely under Heathcote Smithﬂbn‘thp,lssuanoo
of Palestine’ immigration certificates, the appoinﬁménf;éf.a
repreacntative of a Jewigh agency which the Government of
Palestine hag approved, '

Three,

DECLASSIFIED )
-8State Dept. Letter, 1-11-7%

By B 1 purko Bue_SER 8 1972
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S

" #3590 from Naples

date som2 750 Jewleh refugees in a camp established at Fedhala“ ]

by UNRKA.
Four, The present pollcy of exoluding organizations

other than Britisn and Azericezn from Italy Allied Red Croes

to pe uelntailned,

UNSTGNE?
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Three. The authoritles of France to be asked to accommo=

Cogwm e




