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British PolicY. RegarMng Escape of ReftiglfeS.~ ... 

Ho. 17537 
/. 

to Italv from the Balkans and Activities of · ! 
Represen ta ti ve of War- Refugee Boa.rd in Italy. < : 

Subject: 

The Honorable 
~he Secretary of 3tate, 

·:1asllington. 

CONTROL COPY 
Sir: 

I have the honor to refer to the Department's 
telegrar.: ::o. 5529 of July 11" 7 p.:11., instructing this 
Er.ibassy to take up Ni t:1 the :•'oreign Office certain dis­
crepancies clained by the ·,·iar Refugee Board between the 
policies of the IlritiAh·Foreign Office and those of other 
branches of the British Government rei;arding the escape . 
of refuuees from the Balkans into Italy, as.well as certain 
objectiol'is raised by the '.'far Refugee Board against condi­
tions saitl to have bee~ imposed by the British autho~ities 
on the activities of the Board's representative in Italy. 
Reference i3 also made in this connection to the Embassy's 
telesran No. 6601 of Ausust 16, 7 p.rc.., outlining the reply 
of the Foreien Office to the representations made by the 
Rr:tbassy in this connection. !. 

There are enclosed hercwi th copies of the Ern.bassy 1 s 
letter to the Foreign Office presenting the views of the 
.:ar Refu0ee Board and copies of the reply of the Foreign 
Office together with the enclosures thereto. 

Hespe0tfully yours, 

For the Arnbussador: 

·.' -·. 

' J 
· .. . ~( 

L, 

''" 
!> 
']:: 

Howard I3u~ffi~T:fl0'i~~,.,,':~~$;;;;:~:f::""h· 
Minister-Oounoolor. 

"···"Enclosures: 
1/ Copy of letter dated July 17, 1944, 

,., to the Foreign '.Jecrotnr:v, in t:c i p).,ica. to, 
'?../ 80?Y of letter of tl'1e Foreign !J~crotary 

to the :::!r.1ba.sf3y duted i~u,-,ust 11., 191~4, v;ith ''" 
e~closuros, in triplicate. 
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Enclosure No ./.. ..... _to despatch No/..7.~ .... 't!' ..... ;~ .. r;i.it'i.'L~~ ;;/ ·• 
f'rom the Embassy at London.England. 

'--,, 

Dear Ur. Eden: ' .- : ~·· 

I have_ the honor to advise you th_a:t the _R!$!i~IJY , 
has received a cable from the, W~r. Refilgee Boar<\' po,.nt'-
1ng out certain _alieged oontrM16tipntl 1:">~tY.ri3en; t;he''~:,:, .. _ 
.policy or the BritisJ:t Fo:re1gn_Of'f1ile :/;'Ogar~.1ns''i.'at1.lg~elJ 
in Italy 1 a.a set forth· in the Fore~ttt OftiQe.' if;Jlempi;:fi\ld1im 
of June 26~ 1944, and aot1ona said to p~ye· )?!31111·~-tf!-ke}l;'.l?Y 
other branches of the British qoverhl!lel1.t~ __ ; · "·- · ·' ._,,..,, 

The War Refugee Board states that on lfJ£J.Y- 27,i:q. _ 
response to its request fo1· perlll;ir;is1on to app,o,1nt -_a;· ··''' 
special represen ta ti ve in Italy 1' tli:e: SuPJ?,eme fl..1lfed;· · ._ 'H 

Commander of the Mediterranean Th9e.ter 'cons.en~ed,'. Wi,th_-< .. 
the single condition that the. rep:resentatiy~ be ~~tached-" 
to the Headquarters of the All1ad·aontrol Colniiilssion.; 
The War Refugee Board a.g1•eed immediately; to .tl1f11. co.i;id1tion 
a.nd proJ)osed to designate Mr. Leona.rd E~ ~pkei'Piiinn as·fts 
special reprasentatiVe in Italy.-. Ro:\'fe'lfer; the ~liir netugee 
Board llas now been fl.dvised. by th.~ United, Stat.es W~'-J)epart­
ment that the British Joint Staff H:!,ssi~~i. -~gt~ng:J>ll, 1n­
structJons fro.ni, ;Lp~don,. has att~.ohod the r,9J;l()\Ving __ addl­
tione.1- conditions to confirmation of tfr~ Aokerrna:nn•s· 
appointment: _, 

(1) 

(2) 

:-i.::.{-._-.· ., 
Ackermann 's acti vitfes'·shai1~rtot. o'auda'"ar{ • 

increase of the flow' of. refugees fotb' · · 
Italy J;o a,n e),:tent. whJcti· w:oill.d place' any 
additional bur<;l~rt''cm · tl'le .Britif)h' lnil1 tary 
authorities there~ : · -- ·· · · - · · · · · · · 

~. ~ 

Ackermann must therefol'e J:J.aintatn oloae 
liaison with the Displaced Persons_ 
Sub-Commission and the representative 
of the Intereovernnte'ntal Colllillittee. 

The Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden, M.c., M.P., 
The Ii'oreign Office, 

Whitehall, s.w.1. 

. (3)/ 



(J) He must confine his activities strictly 
to the investigation of the possibilities 
of rescuing and relieving minority groups 
in imminent danger of death in enemy 
territory. 

The ·:;ar Refugee Board maintains that the first of 
these three conditions is particularly objectionable, 
being incc11sistent not only with the view of the President 
but also with the concurring view of the British Foreign 
Office as expressed in its Memorandum of June 26, 1944, 
to the effect that the escape of refugees to Italy from 
the Balkans_ should in no way be discouraged. 

'illth regard to the second condition, the War Refugee 
Board fully intends that Mr. Ackermann shall cooperate as 
closely as possible with the agencies named, but objects 
to the condition if it implies any intention to subject or 
subordinate him to the authority of those agencies. 

'l'he ~iar Refugee Board .finds the third condition ob­
jectionable in so far as it contemplates limiting Mr. 
Ackermann's aotivities strictly to investigation •. / It 
asserts tLat under this limitation it miuht well be im­
possible for him to take the necessary notion to carry 
out the .i:'residen t' s mandate to the ·.·far Refugee Board. 

lrl conclusion, the ;far Refueee Board st,ates that, in 
spite of its objections to the conditions outlined above, 
end in o::-der to avoid. fm·ther delays, it has consented to 
1.:r. :..ckermann'n appointment. It requests the Embassy, 
l:onover, to brine the nmtter to the attention or the 
appropriate British authorities with the aim or having 
rescinded the conditions to which.it has raised objection. 

3lnce1•oly, 

John G. Winnnt· 

__ ( .. ,;.'/ 



..... ··-. 

Ench ;re No.~ .. to despatch NJ.ti 7o~ .. · ... ¥-tii.~~ .. ) 
:f'rom ·~~13 Embassy at LonOon,Engla.nd. · · · · 

No. WR 597/12/48 

My dear Ambassador: 

FOREIG:tl 0Fl'IO~; S. W .'Ji 

14-th .August,· 1944 

I have th(• honour to refer to Your Exoellenoy•s 
letter of tile 17th July regarding phe appointm.ent of a 
representative of the Har Refugee Board in Italy and 
certain allc~ed contradictions between the policy ot the 
Foreil?'' Office set forth in our rnemo1•nndum W 98.39/21/48 
on the 26th J 1l'.1e and to the action stated to have been 
taken by othe1· branches of the 131•1 tisb Government con­
cern ins refufeos in Italy. 

'::he oon ~it ions attached to the nppointmen t of 
Mr. Ackerman as special representative of the War Refugee 
Board ;·ri th Hea•iqunrters in Bari vrere submitted through 
the Joint Staff Mission, ·iiushingtou, for agreement by the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff in the li~ht of the Foreign Oi'fioe 
memoranduci to which you refer. It waa not 1 I need hardly 
say, the inten~ion of the British military authorities to 
discourage in any wuy the escape of ro.fugeea to Italy from 
the Balkans and I regret that the ';'.'ar Refugee Board should 
have misconstrued the intention of the conditions under 
which their representative was appointed. 

It may clarify matters if I deal in turn with points 
1, 2 and 3 in paro.graph 2 of your letter, recapitulating 
the erounds on which the militory authorities considered 
it necessary to define carefully the limits of },ir. Acker.man's 
operations. I- would like to point out, however; that the 
J conditions made by the military authorities are inter­
dependent u,on each other, and though dealt vrith separately, 
should be considered together. 

POINT 1. 

. 'l'r.is condl ti on was not intended to limit in. any way 
the flovr of refugees into Italy provided that flow did not 
inorenae to suoh an extent o.s to overtax the supply nnd 
transport nrre.nger11ents in Italy nor plaoe any additional 

His Excel1ency 
T'he Honourable t 

John G. 'iline.nt. 

DECLASSIFIED· .·o-: ' ••.. '.'.::o:.c;j;;"'£~~r:~c·0c'; 
By Authority of .Brjfl1h · . 

1tov+ nle~r4tn J 1-/d·'l~ 
ByRf:/e Date SE'P 5 1972 
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burden on the military authoriti&s in respect otthe 
refugee camps in the Middle East and N<>rtl1Af'r1Qa.· The 
military authorities felt it essentia1to1mpolfe this 
condition in view of the fact that the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Mediterranean Theatre, had already l,nf'ormed 
the Combined Chiefs of Staff that existing facilities 
in Italy could not be expanded owing to the operational 
situation and that the question of uooommoda.ting in th.a 
Middle East o.nd Horth Afrioa any additional refugees over· 
and above the numbers for whom provision had already been 
made must depend on adequate assistance being f'orthooming 
from the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Admin­
istration. In thin connexion I beg to refer you to 
telegramsL'..AT 201, 214 and 222 from the Supreme Allied 
Commander, L;edi terranean Theatre, t.o the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff, copies of wtich are attached for ease of 
reference. 

POINT 2. 

In viev1 of tho fact that the movement of refugees of 
any category und nationality in Italy forms part of the 
ad1!l.inistra ti ve problem under the particular supervision or 
tiie Displnced Persons Jub-Commission and of the military 
authorities in eenera.l it cppeared advisable that (as I 8.lll 
pleased to note the 'Var Hefagee Board is willing should be 
the case) Mr, i1.ckermann should co-operate closely with the 
Collll!lission. :'he ropresen ta.ti ve of the Inter-Governmental· 
Committee, Sir Clifford Heathcote Smith, likewise deals 
,·1i th proble::1s not unrelated to th one coming within the 
scope of Mr. Ackerman's activities. It was therefore felt 
that without in any way subordinating him to the authority 
of either of these two bodies, it was essential that he 
should co-operate with them closely, so that ·they oould 
add their recommendations when the time came to rormulate 
plans as the result of lfil'. Ackerman's investigations. 

POE'IT 3. 

It was certainly not the intention of the British 
military authorities to confine Mr; Ackerman to investiga­
tion only. In transmitting the ;·:ar Ilofueee Dour db request 
to the aupremo Allied Coru:mnder, it. was clearly stated 
that I.lr. 1'.okerman would be able to nocotiute :with enemy 
aliens to effect rescue or refugees, to which the Supreme 
;',lliod ~Otlr.lllnder aereed • 

:'!10 liaison vrith the Displaced Perstjna-Hub.~~{ff'{'~~r::'­
und tlle Inter-Governmental Committee for Refugees suggested 

in/ 
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in connexion with Pofot 2, was intended'tti ensure that 
such negotiations w1 th enemy aliens should be 'undertaken 
after due consideration by other organisations concerned 
with the administration of refugees, in order that the 
limited facilities at the disposal of the Supreme AUled 
Commander should not be overburdened. 

I venture to suggest that the War Hefugee Board has 
not been fully informed and has therefore been led to 
place a too limited construe ti on on the third con di ti on 
imposed on Mr. /,ckerman' s aoti vi ties. 

I can assure you that the anxiety of the 'Jar Refugee 
Board not to discom·age the Gscu•e of refugees and to 
provide accommodation for them is shared by His Majeoty's 
'}overnment which lwpes very ouch that any unavoidable 
l:i.m.itation in these directions imposed by the exigencies 
of tho military sit,rntion m.o.y be removed at u very early 
date by the assistuace vthich U.:~.R.R.A. may be able to 
provice. 

Finally, I feel that it should be borne in ~ind that 
t..te conditions wl1ich the militury authorities felt them­
selves obliged to lay dovm regarding the regulation of the 
flow of refugees were conceived in the moat helpful and 
co-operative spirit. Their object is largely to define 
the difficulties wticll attend upon the refugee problem in 
Ituly and to indicate the most appropriate lines for.the 
avoidance of the obstacles which rr£. y lie in the way of its 
s;nooth and satisfuotory solution. I trust, therefore, that 
this mrvey of our attitude to the War Hefugee Board's 
problem in Italy will adequately clarify suoh difficulties 
as u.ay be inherent in Er. Ackerman's VTOrk, but whicll. should 
they not resolve themselves in practice, I shall bo ver1 
ready to exruaine them afresh. 

-.. ·~. . 

1: /, '_· (_',-,?'{ 

OF 1 : : c ;rn 
0f;1Gll1Al. 

Yours sincerely, 
y 

Anthony Eden 



INCOMING MESSAGE 
ET OU SA 

From: Algiers 
To: AG';/Jill 

MAT 201 

(OOPY) 

MAT 201 
Dated 241551B'l+I+ 
Reod. 21+2355B'l+4 

24th May, 1944 

"T~DITIID LITERAL TF..X:T" 

IllTERI 02 il.DDRESSES: From: Algiers signed Wilson 
oite FHMGS. 

Action to: AG'li.ATI for Combined Chiefs 
of Starr. 

Rptd to: ETOUSA for info British 
Chiefs of Staff. 
Unity 
Fairbanks 

Ref, No.: NAF 706 

Subject: Participation UNRRA in refugee problem Italy and 
French North Africa (FNA). 

1. To date some )0,000 Yugoslav refugees received in Italy. 
Of these about 26,000 evacuated Mideast and arrangements made 
acceptance gross total 40,000 same area. Mideast oannot 
accept above total 40,000, 

2, Arrivals Yugoslav refugees in Italy average over 1,850 
per week for past 8 weeks. Flow Yugoslav and others likely 
continue with large majority of women and children. 

), Accommodation Italy limited and cannot now contemplate 
holdine permanently over 8,ooo. 
4. ;1ow investigating possibility o.oceptance refugees in FNA. 
Duo shortage Allied military personnel for camp supervisory 
and medical staffs, des ired obtain very early non.;military 
assistance, presumably UNRRA, if other factors permit accept­
ance refugees. On basis accommodation 40,000, of which 

r 
! 

accommo<latlon 20,000 to be prepared forthwith, following are , 
estimated roquireme~ts: .cce-c·i~·c7;"J;f4i:;j'ri,~;~r~w~ ... ~""'-. 

a. Juporvisory administrative and welfa~e personnel. 
Initially 40, on scale 8 to each group of 5,000 
refugees plus 8 overall directing staff. On ex­
pansion camps to accommodate further 20,000 to 
complete total 40,000 estimated, additional 30 
required. 

b. Medical personnel. For each group of 5,000 refugees, 
l Medical officer and akeleton personnel to staff 
medical inspection room. For each group of 15,000 
refugees, staff for 300 bed hospital~ 

DECLASSIFIED .., '7 ? ( 
J.c.s. Hegradine; Memo~:::.._ 

n; RA;Je DateJl.,k 72: 



5. In case it should prove impracticable to accept <""~ 
refugees FNA, also desired ascertain whether UNRRA would 
be prepared to assist on same scale in Italy should it 
later prove possible to aooept greater numbers that country. 

6. Grateful for early indication what assistanae may be 
expected and when available. Will advise shortly whether 
possible to accept refugees FNA from point of view ot 
factors other than personnel. 

l 
I 
! 

- ! 
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INCOMING MESSAGE 
ETOUSA 

MAT-222 
Dateds 141100.44 · 
Reod.: 1509.31.44 

From: Algiers 
To: AGWAR 

MAT 222 14th June, 1944 -

"EDITED LITERAL TEXT" 

INTERIOR ADDRESSES 

From: FRE~DOLJ ALGIERS signed WILSON cite FHGEG &. FHCAO. 

Action to: AGVlAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff. 

R:ptd to: 

Ref: 

3ubjeot: 

ETOUSA to British Chiefs of Staff. Unity, Mideast, 
ACC l,l,\I;{ I :·L'\DIJT. 

TAM 188 1 HAT 201, MAT 214, MAT 203, NAF 706. 

Purticipation mmRA in Refugee Problems French 
North Afrioa. 

Reference your radio Trut.-188 and our MAT 201 and MAT 214. 

FolloVTing factors conuition present situation: 

1. ;.:1aeas·i; cannot accept over 40 ,ooo of which not more than 
30,000 can be accepted until UNRRA medical personnel reoeived 
{see Y.AT 203). t.'.ideast holding Yugoslav refugees 26901 on 
3 June. 

2. In Italy up to 10,000 can be held on transit basis. 
Evacuation p,reater part 3,313 in Italy on J June w!ll oom­
plete Mideast present quota of J0,000 and enable further 
10,000 to be brought into Italy on transit basis. 

J. When UNRRA medical personnel arrive Mideast'a-ocumulation 
in ltcly up to total 10,000 can be evacuated and transit 
facilities reutilised to full extent. 

4. Intended that by time Italian faoilities under para J 
exhausted probably end July oamp FHA will be open with 
initial capacity W, 000 and 600 bed hospital f<>.~;.._l,,_atef;-'e~~~-:':~.}-c.~,,fc:'' 
pans ion if necessary to oapaoity 40 ,OOO with 1250 bed-->-~,~·- -.- --~ - · 
hospital {see MAT 214). 

5. It will be seen therefore tha.t problem is one of timing 
dependent upon provision from your end of U1'ffiRA medical 
personnel for Mideast and our ability open l~NA camps with OJ;' 
without mmHA aeeistanoe, Estimate from now on maximum. 2 ,ooo 
refugees can be aooepted per week for 5 months (weekly average 
to 3 June ll.80) provided: 

(a) l'lithin h weeks UlffiRA medioo.l personnel (see 
MAT 203) ure provded for Mideast. 

DECLASSIFIED .'7. ;z) (b)/ 
J, C, S. Ro grading l.!omo ;z... ~ 

131.,BJ;JI!.. ,JJate~ 
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(b) \'1ithfncs'\\1eeksC.UlmRA. medic~l personnel (as 
in para 6) are provided for FHA. Should UNRRA 
assistanoe not be forthcoming in accordance.this 
program military exigencies might compel restriction 
free flow refugees. · 

6. Acoommodation N Phillipeville area FNA tor io,ooo with 
600 bod hospital now beinB prepared from mili ta1•y and other 
local resources. Military responsibility cannot be con­
templated after end September from which time UNRRA should be 
fully responsible. Recommend that nucleus UNRRA personnel 
wij;ll,an organisine executive be sent forward earliest remain• 
dep within B wee}:s to allow time ta.lee over from Army. 
Personnel req_uirements on basis camp for 10 1 000 refugees 
with 600 bed hospital estimated as follows: 

(a) For control Headquarters 8. 

(b) For camp. Administrative 18. Medical 
2 doctors, l nurse, 2·dispensers. 

(o) For hospital. Doctors 10 to include 2 
surgeons, 1 aneasethetist, 1 gynaecologist. Nursing 
staff in proportion l male to 2 female - 90. 
Administrative personnel - 20. 

(d) Foregoing details amend requir!)lllents in 
MAT 201. 

7. ;~eoessai·y er1uipraent for project including hospital being 
provided by I1.rmy. Detailed ec1uipment required to be furnish­
ed by UHRRA will be notified separately together with 
suggestions relative disposal railitary property to UNRRA. 

8, Position to be revised in 4 months when it may be 
nocessary that 1'':'!A project be expanded to capacity 40,000 
as envisaged MAT 201 or that separate oamps should be es­
tablished in Italy. Presence UNRRA representative with 
A.I~.n.~. as suggested in N'AF 706 would greatly faoilitate 
planning and ensure Uf-ffiRJ\ informed of requirements in 
advance. 
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INCOMING MESSAGE 
ETOUSA 

MAT 214 
Dated 091;18!144 
Reod. 092007B•44 

From: 
To: 

FREEDOM 
AG'//AR 

MAT 214 9th June, 1944 

EDITED LITERAL TEXT 

PF.ERIOR ADDRE33ES 

From: 
Action to: 
Rptd to: 
Ref. ;-ro. 

FREED Ct\ ALGIERS signed Wilson oi te FHGEG 
AGYIAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff 
ETOUSA info British Chiefs of Sta.ff. SHAEF. 
TAM 188, TAf,! 191, MAT 201 

Participation UNHHA in refugee problems Italy and 
?rench :~orth Africa (FNA). 

1. Refer TA11 188. 

a. Plans now proceeding for oam.p at Philippeville 
(FHA) for initial number 10 ,COO refugees and for 600 bed 
hospital. First of group for uocommodation 40 1 000 with 
1

1
200 bod hospital. French attitude not yet ascertained 

tut planned to confer \'iith 'them earliest. 
;" 

b, Existing facilities Italy cannot at present 
be expanded due operational situation, 

2, Hefer TAM 191. Following are details MAT 201 
S.!fiended to 28 May. 

a, In Italy 5642 plus 1904 ex-internees various 
nationalities. 

b, Received Italy to date 35,566. 
c. Evacuated ex Italy to Mideast 26,901. 
d. Arrivals Italy since l January average 1497 

per week. 

) , Prime need here and in L'.ideast is for medical 
personnel and nursing staffs at earliest date. 

DECLASSIFIED _,_? ? I 
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TO: 

D:\TL: 

.PARl\.foR.iH. OP T::,,.un!lAi··. 11.0.JEJVliD 
./ 

American Embu3sy, London 

Secretary of State, '.'111shington 

Aupui;t 16, 1944 

:t.U .. B"-R: 6601 

x -Referen~e is made bere~~th to the J~Jy 14 cable 

1\o. G529 frol'1 the I:epartmcmt. 

Forelp-n Office reply tc ncte t'rcm I:.mbaasy conveying 
,/ 

·;,RE' s obj6ct1ons to allei:ed ~or.tradictions in Dritish 
v 

pollcy with respe~t to es~8pe of refugees from the Balkans 
./ 

to Italy , is bein~ fox~arded via airmail by the l!mbaosy. 

!'act tLat refuf'Oe3 must not be discourared from 

escapinr. to ~tulJ is reite1ated by Foreirn Office and it .,, 
rq~rets that int0ntion of rJond:!.tjons under whicl:. A.:}keprr.ann 

vias ac;:iolnted to Ital~ should havE; i:een m1scon3trued by the 

liar itofu.f'.'ee I:oard. 

iiowever, the Foreif?i Off1 ce is in apreemcnt with 
~ en 

rr.111 ta ry llUthor it 1e '.I that 1n flux ot: refugees 1_~\~: :r~_~J,§,~bS':~'C-;~,.,..,-'0 . 

Bh0uld not lncruase to on extent that additional burden 

would be pl11ccd on :rdll tnr·y hi respect of operatior. of 

C'.l:nps for rofu17.cos in l•ortL Africa and the i.:1ddle Eant, noi-

to cvertnx suppl~ end tran!lport in ltaly, Attention in 

called. to !'oct ttm t co~11blncc :!h1efs of 3taff had alrcndy 

been lr.!'oI'moo by 3uprerrc :.111 od -J oir.mo.ndor i1ied1ta,rru.nee.n tb:.lt 

ur1lo11a adequate a:rn1ston.~o from UMillA were forthcoming there 
. '/ " I. 

C'tiulc be no expanolou of exlotln(' 1'acllitles. ~ · · ·' In addition 



" . • 
In adcitlon Fo1·eign Offlce explains that there was 

no intention or sutordinat~nf Ackermann to Sub Jomrn1ss1on 

Displaced Persons or to restrict his aotiv1tiea to 

investigation only, and tb~t in this connection conditions 

mentioned were rather to en:rnre that before he mi1?ht under-

take any nerotiatlons with en~my aliens he would consult 

othor organlzatlons ·::oncer·risd and to ensure his cooperation 

with other t-odies denlinr: with refueees. 

l't!NANT 

.~f-j;/ 
IXR:LBL B/19/44 
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Ill,,,,. 
ll'« r. . ..v .. j115~ z·..,,,.,ived' irbtii:;·fafo io~ign OHlc.:; <\ 

=rno:tru'£tu~ ..-Hh fi;Upoct to the 11'11".h of ~h;, 'fie.I' !lef112;•11f '.3car'1 
eud tlY• .i:'<J'ii.rb~*l'1t to !'-snlO'f'6 ··ri)of'Q.gn"'ll 1'Bi~'1Pflli I\"0»1 6lHll!l1' 
i;tn•t·lt c. :'Y t.c 11 out he rn rt~l.l:;, (Hi° 11et fr rt h t n Daps.ttr.~i>nt 1 B cs·H!!l 
,,f J:.ine :~. lfo .. , .. #l:z. '.l'he t:WNOn;.T.dUltl .gom; into detail wH.h 
N!ip4<ct to :foll'. Ft\~ll\'ll~ vbioh· 11.rirufo.ll,. he~ of l;b~ Reit'llii,'Bt'l 
D-apart.,~nt of tll~"·l\>if.ign Otfiot1. ~lltloMd <1e reported in 
Jmbuay' e e111lla. oh.Tune .?i1; lfo. 4~, ~i·ti !9l10¥s ths 
!lu.btliian<"~ ot the I~orv.nrh1.ni\ ·:'\ 

.I 

-' '!'lit\ ~lfi.P,t;Y •:if Hu; P1·,~<;1.d<tnt aM i;h<> 8t!ki0 ~f"'rt.rknt 
fDr t1'-" · a~y :!''<lm/l'l'a! :from !Hmtheiru ti•r.ly ·(!.f 1••,:f<.1~6» t>'h:J h.<nrn 
l'H!Cfi}Y~rl hum elli;my _t,01•M.tt>iT L~ eha:red Q) th;p llr1tii;h 1V.V'1JnL<~nt. .. 
lt i~ !Jtated by· .. ;;be :."<:>r-iJ.gn O!:fl.ut' t~it H "'e.1'. a·a.rn oi" <;.he lairg..'!_ 

U\.tii!"ta:r vf rc.f~g6~n ~£'-:r:;_';iH:~ r~-u:il '.it¥..<.~111rt-t-iEt i11 lt,~1:y c..~·-d i:!L!.t 
it ae;:r-oe~ 6»"!/l111tlc"1l~' ":l.ti-1 th« vi~tit ·~}m.1:. tn. iio: V4-Y:-"-hr.;u).d ·tt.fJ. _ 
'lBC8.}Y<J cf ptu6ae~ :"":or:: ~ .. I'..t.1 -~~ilkfl.nz tc It.~l¥ b~. ~·i~-~~~~1-~g~~.=~~. ~ .~ · 
Ua.r"!!.hH.l 'lil;o li..:Hi J:Jt'GJ~b~d. con9t>1·,. bil.'!Jt and s11ch yelB•H~6 ti.a.';:iii'e 
poesi'tk 'cc, ;;ll&viltt~ t<1<!l -µHgM of .T~.t"1 ·1ti ;a,.;,,~~U'J b,<x-:-""bj,en 
\aken by th;) »ri~".:-nb :::.:~~th.ot·}.tke.a~ 

~· 'ihEi :lldtish Jliil 'H;an' .-.~iho:l'i.t i<.tll 1•1 ~;,-. ~litd.1..i. ~e.;.t 
t!l~:t'6 _:-,r .. ~~P(lK-!r:i. bnd -~tl-1 \n~ ~.o f~:cm~odata ._4b,;r_,f~;:.-·-~·.•u.1;;,_~:,1_~_-:<·:~.-~~t·~: -
-1',!>i'~-r~·::.&1-. :_r, )1;zyyt tr..t. ~in~ U1l:ttP~ h'Fl~ ~cri;· ":.·,,~~;-. _!_ ..., c.c. ~~: t1J 

iJ(H}!U;"'t.~ .:-',..::~ ~J!·,:<'IF~B . .;:j H~-"-~·j_i~..n-1 0T.;i_ff l;he l:tl} !!f~-:_~~y !}.t;:t;.~ll!l'i"t i~·s.· __ 
..!~lU.l>~ "..-1:._~.<.'· 1.:;~)' ~~1HL .at;\~\JUr~~tX~J~l ... ~ !tt(t.]::.:l t:f\~,ll t~~~ ;~i°\;{;(.it) ·~ho ha;Vtt"! 

·r ·:1•Jli:·~· ,.,.ffor"~ :,i:_ t:r::.r1 ... r c·ut pln.na ::..lre!l1-~ ~1o!:lpl.~te\t t{J 

~- .,_,., ''-~; ;~;.,"'+.~:: J ~_.1-11 it t. ~-·,,f•1-:._g(~~·--: n~ fn.J?.I;lblo frc·m th~ l':.i.;l!<.':h~f:'lt-. 
b~-:.n~ 7.~.'~--~ ·-::.,. t.bt! fir·l~;~_,.!}~ \+.t1·tho~i~$.<'.:rt.. .b ... ~ ··i-0r~1ri :ft,g th_~ ~ruun1ir..u· 
·:1.i::!.: ~~~•J•J"-- ·-.z.-J Ev::'..e·~ ;u_i~;·t.,.;-,.t,i(•ti Ui Uc.~::.'.1~.;, .. _~1!~-1. ti-.. ., !J.rt~rr~:~.ti,)r-ill~-

- ~~-( -.,- rj: _: . .r·".;7'."-;-i ··-'i!:!· ~/·1:;:, J;;-.(~.r;;· .-:s~;(it"',":; :r·~~t·_;::_~~!_f?~t::!:.1':' 

·-':: · ····. ~.':,s.: n~1~·-•)' ··,1 :~ rr;u~t:.::..·!~1~t.'!:1~ J:.,·}_t }~j~:'i. ;i1\r: ·---~-\·~ i::i~ 
1 'J" -.;;: ~·:- '~J• ... 1 - · ;·~· *.J ~11 )-:.~1:."'tl (to· C!e~·r:~:n.n"!-;"- ft-:ii· ~;~h.:-5 trJrJ.i:;:t:·:.\..,;1m.--: 

:r¢''.··dail. ~~-ir:,;·", itn ... '~";;~-~· i '_ ;~t::r~-~H1 th-!"~ ·-:l: ::~t'<;~~,f~·~;,l1t.,,:..t 

y._,; 

J 

,· 

.. ----------(>:>• 



, 
! 

· ~ _··: ·-:::' ..,_,.__: ·=··;_,--: ~rr;.~~r.t ··· ~ l ~ not grn11't the !l"tJ•Je;;1na17· tJgf;~ c;:·niht::l1 
·--5,~ :_"r-c::-= :.n;r me.~~ :..~:.~:t: :.n tt"-I,t ot ~~.e .~:~ ~:--~! fu? \tbich thn 

-..: -·!·-~·:r~: Z;;;~a.asy t~ f1Jcy:_~y had n~gct :.<:;t~~ ... _:. R::r.t·ev€r: •rre ·· .. 1ill 
cc:tiv~ly }i!l'St'\~ tl:e ~t~>t!?" 

..; !~·fl --3~·~at:i 1.>:l;~~r_i-~- cf e. r6:!ugel! C?.tap in i1:r1peilitari1a 
hR.rl 'J~;orr &gTe0..i -,o :):; 1:f:-a Brtt i~h Gavenune!!t PJd. it 1o exall!i~ll'.i; 
r'n~ :-:rGTJ"."J~':~i -;~hf?t 'J:-!.:y ~lli>uld becvri:; r. ·..i~si~r .. a.tt:n1 !~c-r 

r u f -~ v~ * ~ l~~rf~\~~irY -~ ~ . :· 
~ It 1~ agre~ '' ~'I r,h~'y~J;.iin Officll that CEllllP .Ly,,,,f.oy 

'<l J~tlhaLi shouid UGc <'(• •)P"'n"d tu nlu.g0e;: !rem Italy A"- it emst 
be "~µt available for l.~;,)Bft refUge•rn C")ming fMll' 3-pai.n 

5, Concerning the. proposal that D Govurrundnt should 
grant Palestine immil!!'.ration certificetea to Jewish refugee~ 
Jn 11.Ml"?.ted Italy. the Brli;ish while theJ' do not dot\bt the 
desirability of aovlng th~m for oparational reasons., neverthelesu 
feel t(..at since they are in an -area where they are safe from enemy pe:r­
aecut ion, -they should give preference for rescue under the limited 
quo~as allotted for immigration int~ Palestine to those Jewa who are 
atill in danger of thE!ir livea and can be got to safety out of 
enelllj' controlled territory. 

'!'h~ PoTel.g:n 0tfi':'!! ~oncl~cs b;r ilc.;ring tr.a~ this mean•· 
that while considerable! nu:cbera of Yugoslav refugeea from Italy 
have already been NJcehed in Paleetine. in order that Palestine 
may be kept availabltl for Jeva ·escaping in increasing nuabers 
through !Ul·key fron place~ of danger; the alternative p~ees of 
refuge should be used ~o ~he groa'l;est extent. 

~l!~q 'Jlltl•l.f!~.;y (fv~ tbt Sec"y), l.braha.111ntm, .Akdn, Bernotein. Cohu.
0 

J;i11loia" 
Yi-ied=n. :;},>t,nn. Bcd1Jl Licn1'hlin. I.,,,~""" I.nxforo, )l_,-,.nn, Me.nnoo, Mark:s 
;1cCorr.iack, Sergrir i;«\\,'1. fl!.F.nd.t3!: ilt<nr.irL iie1nsta1n, H. !l.. \!'bite 
?~h1.,_ n leg 

"' 

t 
' 

I 
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June 7, 1944 

x 
T e oon.,Hteri;tlone i;et forth l..n Department'"' oflble dnted 

I 

Jt.!M - , i.;0. '··" 17, conct!rnlnv. rerr.ova l of refugeee from Southern 

TtlllJ, ho•rc teen dlrcu11oeC. ln ('.ct.cU by t11e F.t11b1<r!".y Fi th the 

1>:>1"el. n ,~fn.ce. •:· .. e .,ec d of the refugee d.ep"'rtr:urnt of the 

t ere 1'C·~ld on n·> fun.'s.:r.:ente.l objection on the pn•t of the 

fri tl", Gov· roment to f1.wll1ti<tlng the entrar.ca. of Jewe~ 
n-1w in Sout·.srn :rtDlY to l"olcstlne, ougreeted in Depa.:rttuimt•s 

cr.o:e. It ., .. i> r-ointed out by hlm, however, that the fac111t1oo 

ln r r·· e::tlne f')J' t'.::e reception of eucc refogeee were not unl1rn1ted 

and t.rit l t :iad been t,;e Brl Ush Government 1 s pol1cy to 

f'-c'!~ t t ~ thr: entry ;:rlm&rlly of those ref\lgeea who 1>'.Cl"e in 

liit1fS4;!f·t;.-~1ngcr of t11't!lr Uves, such es ti;oae 1n Hungary now. 
:.::-: ""--; _:> 

~~~ J 
1t::;.l.G ,.tf.ltcc. by ,.h; th.&t w1thln ti1e pr.st month nearly &. 

>1· ~ 
rnfi•='-. er . t~~n<l. J!ii,,.1er, refugees ha.ve entered ?alestlne v1o. TurkeJ, 

:· 'Jb~' 9R~po6 fl'OUl 1'T'el.l5l in-wh10il their i1.VSS i;;~tie~"biid'if~~~:'.f'-2~f:'c· 
sorlouely. It 1-ri,a e.lao 1'.-01nteo out b)' ,na~dnll that the UHR~ 

., ·. t', .. 

camp'1 1n tha !<:1ddle East wero obte to tali'.o 26.1 000 rufuL~oee ln 

11'dl.t.\.on to tho0e wl~o :-.ac. arrl.ved 'before Ma11i •. £tnd h!J;.wpe 

opeful that theeo oflmpR m~eht plaJ n pC1rt 1n relieving 
in Kmbaesy•a eabl~ 

No. 4~56. 
pret•ll'ure on Southern ltal:f. ·As po1nted out 

DECLAS!:J!FlED-
Stato Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 . YJf% . ' 

By n. ll. l'OI~B Dutc.$EL b 

·z ... 



. OORrV(,'TION on 

J..msr1<H>D &nbaaoy 1 London 

Jeoretary of ~tate, Washington 

Juno 7, 1944 · 

4~57 
f 

In line 7 delete t.tte Hoi·<l "not". Tlmt sentence shoµl,d .. 

thon rG1tu "'J'~~c ;,oHC. ot '.no refuge0 dopEtl'tlll.ant of tho ro1'cign_ 

C.ffico, ;,u1H~ull~ we.a vui y sym.pathetio. nnd rema3·ked t.he.t th~:re 

wo~ljfi tH; nu run(l!~r.:-arntnl ''bjeo!..1on on t-he pr.rt of the i'>~it1.ah 
A .. 

. :: {:;.ov<i~:ollt to fu.o111tn'i'ing tho ontrt~JJC)6 Of JtiW:!l !10\1 .in ;JllU.tl\ .. 
-----::· :;-.. . ---- ----· :~~~~,~~~~_:__c__,__:4 ___ _ 

~~ '.':.~.rn .ia;uly to ,·nle 1J ~ liw, 011:!''~"1:. te•d ir1 ~o_v11rtmont 1 
a ootl<h" 

~;~~ ~ 
Ow • 

o<='. 
-..·n 
... . 0 
u J\I 

, I 

:.J 
' 
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• 
caop4::•;r:::1:::::11

w::::. !!:ut~i'~~.~:~~~tt.'•:_:t!'..'_'.·t.'.:.j~ ·· · {;\ \; 
,,._ - :_.··: 

peo-i;le. . '· . ... .> . · 
we left a pa:rliphX'a.,,.,~,,·pe,,.~1p;n~·· a~otl~ri.·.(lt: l>i~~~t11entt1·. . .. · .. :· 

cable with Randall and he ·c~;~~~;~J·~~., ll•' '.iiO~l4 .~~h~# ~en~~~·'.; ~ .. · . ,"". 
- ''. .. -- - ;·- -·' . - : - -- ,· . - ... '. - ' - -- .. -- - . ~ - ~- _: '. 

. . :~ - .~ .. 

--,.--_,.-. 
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-rrfPARTMENT .. ToEuLTEGGo~~~<~· ·.c~~~~~~i~~s,A OF 
1; / STATE 

Juzie: .3,1944 ; ' .. 

- QEPARTMEll\.,8.&d\tTit 

JUN 6 . l!lM·· 

c 

/ ,.,.,. 
Obap1n and Ackermann. · 

Con ten-.;, > Department 'o 1169 of l~ 27 repea. ted to Lqndon 

whichra.s ah:> been advised supplementar1ly as foll6ws: 
/ 

3everal thousancl. Je,.i1ah refugees, acoordlng to 

best inform< aon available, are no~" in southern ltalJ. ·An 

important s<0p 1n helping solve the problem indiQated t10Uld 

be ta.ken by ·.lrompt removal of these refugees to Palestine• 

- - Information c>i.esirect--therefore-·at· earliest possib~e moment. 

whether l'alr: :itine certificates ··~ill be granted these Je~1e.h · 

refugees anc their prompt removal to .Palestine will be · 

facilitated '>Y the llr1't1eh Government. 

The ron0t.,1ng should be bo?>ne in mind in taking up· this 

matter with the British Government: 

The Br~ )_:1Eh Government, since closing of' the Bulgar1an­

'l'urk1sh .tront1er 1n May l94~i, has been:'ctol-l<>V&~~~11Q.nor·., . - - -- ;-.-.. --' ----- - ---.-- -: - -·· .. _ . 

or authoriz:l:l'lg the ont-rard transport to Paiest1ne or ali 

Je'<'S who euceeed 1n escaping from enemy territory to i'urkey, 

af'ter a prellminary security check in the latter oountr;r~ 

An·other security oheok 1s made 1n camps in Palestine in which 
. . . . 

the British place these peopleo It tound eat1staotory, they 

are gradually released against the current halt-yearly1mm1-
- DECLASSIFIED • . .· . .· 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11•'12 . . _. ~7it~0'1 

lly B. IL Pll?ks Date~ .8 19 

-~ :~ - ,,.. - . 



••• 

immigration ,ruota, as legal immigrants to Pa1est1ne. The 
/ 

appl1Cat1on 1f a similar ~olicy in the case of Je~.re now 1n 

. eouthet'fl Ito. .y ~.,ould make possible the prompt removal to 

Palestine o: such :refugeea. An early report or the atU,tude 1 

ot the Drit! ;h Government in this matter 1s urgently requested. 

UNQ.UOfE. 

. t1RB :MMV: KG 
6/1/44 

"BO 

STE':'TINIUS 
. -1\.Ci'Il~Q 

(\.i;; 'ii) 

SE NE 







f'RQM: 

TO; 

NUMBSR; 

?A~APH~ASi OF TELEGRAM RE~~IVED 

~mer1cnn E~baaay, London. 

Secretery of Jtnte 1 

Septe~Ler ld, 1944. 
I 

?685. 

Washington. 

CONTROL COPf · 
Rti'f.!'f~n ce ls r:!lHie to telegraC1 from the Department, 

~ated AuGust 30, Nuo0tr 6058, ond to meeaage from the Embassy. 

TrH; ~:T1bur;.:y hn& ber.n c_C',vlseu by the Foreign Office 

to the foJllo;;lng cLr io: c: t ~ 

'l'hc P·:)r;e \oaB approached f'urther, but the report is 

from Home th.at thf; matter of intervention by the Pope has come 

to an irapaf!r.e for tte Go•oan Gover-nmcn t has informed the Pope 

that the i::att<;J' of refugeea in northern Italy concerns the 
•' 

faeclst Republican Government and that for the reason thnt the 

Vatlt'an h&f.l no relntLm 1dth the Fai;cist Republican Government, 

the Pope lo in no position to lnterveneo 

~ 
DCRiLCW 9-19-41 

\'iINANTo 

DECLASSIFIED 
Stato Dept. Leltcr, 1-11-72 

BJ R. U. I'arks Dnt.e...sE£- 8 197l 



FROH: 

TO; Secreta:ry of Stn.te, :1aahington 

DA'rED: September 8, 19,H1 

CONTROL COPJ NUMBt:H: 31 7 X 

See my ~502, septcr.iber 4, 5 p.m. and Department's 114, 

dated August. ;30, 7 p.m. 

'l'he follow1ni~ 1nforraation was obtained from a note 

dated the ei~_;hth of s,.iptr-inber from the Holy See~· The Pope's 

Jrppro~ch ti1rousll Vn tlcHn chsnnels to the Government of <fermany 

reones ting thH t approximately 9000 refugees in Northern Italy be 

released and. tranD;')O:rteCc 

b;: Nuncio ln Berlin (flee 

renuest \·ms th1J.t lJ.enne.ny 

to ;:iov. thern I tat,Y. .or,?} sewhere was made 
~-,,~·t~ ',,,,1,.,.-. 

'Pe.yJ.or1 a ;:soti). r' The reeul t of this 
,/ 

claimed tl1at 1n the Italian Socialist 

Republ:!.c lay the author1 ty for these 1nd1 v1duals. It 't-11'-6 further 

in<.l.icD ted by the 1/a tlcan thn t with that body they hacl no 

com.municutl·'.)O. A c,)!'.lplete text via alr follows. 

KIRK 

DCR:EMB 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 S 1fj72. 

By R. ll. Parks Dnte_Sff_ 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I 
AMT-688 Vatican City 
Thi:: t ElEgr:::>m oust bE 
par~phrnsEd bEforE bEing 
cornunico.tEd to anyonE 
ot'1Er than a GovErnmEnt 
:.r:rnc;,·. (~il'PiHB!t!)) 

DatEd SEptEmbEr 4, 1944 

-~ -.. . 

-. . ,· ·-

SEcrEtary cf Sto.tE, ~.-~: ~' {Q,(-Ji'i.J tJ~~ 

\fashington. 
:-.:E? . , .. 

L• .!fi,f!:Jn,Jt_;Jq f; ~.•_;_?; 

; :~;!j ~~;:.[]['~:~~ ~}-:~ 
-· ,' ----:......-~.'~-'- ~ 

FOR THE: SC:CRC:T:,RY FOR ·.; •• R RC:FUGEE BO.".RD. 

In rEsponsE to your tElEgram No. 114, datEd 

i~u:-;ust 30, 7 ;:>.m., I \'/ould advisE that I pro1;1ptly 
./ 

rEnEWEd thE approach to thE Holy SEE agnill-llupporting 

o.n appEal by His HolinEss thE PopE to thE GErman 

o.uthoritiEs rEquEsting thE rElrnsE fror.i MorthErn Italy 

nnd thE transfEr to SouthErn Italy or ElSEVlhErE of about 

9000 JEwish rEfugEES. It is r.iy undErstanding that th£ 

British arE a.gain supportinG such an app{a1. 

TJ,YLOR 

LHS 



~k~~~ 
PAP..APHR/'>.SE OF TELE:G'V\:.: Rsc-rvi::D ~~· 

f':'l'1'Yl"-lf• rnu,•. 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBE~: 

Se~retery of Stete, vaehinrton 

September 

282 1 

Reference ie mec1e here,,.1th to your c11blc of flufuet 30, 

no, ll/, to lV;:ericnn Delev'te, 

'J:'aybr 1 s no. :295, 

Tod.fly i··e hE'!C renewerJ our requu't of the Po,...e to T'resri the 
I 

appeel I' lreer;y -cede to .1l<J to the Gsm.<>n euthori ties to releese 

all t.ioee ref:Jf "'P!' n"rt.'l of the brttle line in ItPly end. a!'r>Ur-

ence ~e" been rive~ thet t~ey ~oula find refufe in liberated 

ma:1 re-:'r~,,~ntetivee At the tirr:r of our previoue AdViceP. ''1e 

hev,- rec cl ved no ,..r.rPer, Tl1e r1;:ne'"al of the re<uC>st 1"111 no~r 

be undertrk-.c pror:mtly. 

KIRK 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 S ig72. 

By It. H. Parka Dnlo S£F 
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lawe hae denational.11ed all Itelian Jews so that aoM 
20,ooo "Italian" Jewe ehould be added to the above 5~000 
foHian Jne. 

(4) President Roosevelt initiated the retugee camp1 
for the thouasnd stateless peraont now being •hipped fr• .· 
Italy to the United State1. Could therefore the Prellident 
be approached to intervene on behalf of theee peraone 
in Oetaan camps and possibly for this purpose utilize 
the Pope, if thought adYieable, ae intermediaX7'1 · It ie 
suggested the Axis would be asked to deliver at a 
named port in the North A tlanUo all 1nturneeB and 
notabl.J alJ stateless persons. A uroy ship would be 
aent to thot port to collect them1 and tbie ship, until 
all h.<td been refllOV6d to eafety 1 could oarry on a shuttle 
eerrice to some near port in liberated Italy. Ir the 
United Statss of American found it impolitic proVide a 
temporary home for any of theE!e ;-ei\lgeee, then ae regards 
t:1e1r evenw.al disposal they could be kept, llllll11 thouaand 
ot them, in Italy and if required there could be made 
available in Algeria several huge campe. 

(5) If the intor-Gowrnmental Collllllittea took a 
successful initiative in th11 operation this wOUld be 
directly in occordanoe with the eeeence ot its mandate 
which is to talce steps to proserve (repeat preserve) 
and maintain refuge. Similarly rescue work hae pride 
ot place for the American War Ref'U.gee.Board, 

(6) lllllllfldiacy of the problem. Never before has 
thei·e been such a probablli ty of success nor such 
lll'gency. It i e clear this suggestion of mercy ships is 
not origillalJ the question ie whether this is psyohological 
moment to try again, German i>Olicy. of deportation ia · 
v1ell established, If we do not move quickly total 
(reyeat total} d&fortetion may be carried out. On the 
other hand Oerlll!lllY is now on the defensive end hard 
pressed and has just declared this publio~ and fr~~l-~~,~.;~·,;:;r._~·;z"' . .f~'-··'"f;~-'' 
Thie comparatively small act of decent belWYior mucli <-'-~'·-='"'~·'"'-·.-·'··-~ · . 
in aidantally will saddle the .Allies with several more 
thousand mou the to teed may be welcomed by the Germani 
as an opportunity to gain Solle grace. 

(7) Success in this eleventh hour attempt to save 
exterminntion some few thouaand live• roight perait later 
BUcc•eeful repetition elsewhere. 

(8) No immediate threat. It is IJU{tgeattd that onlJ 

..... 

;.-. 
i 
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After eventual rej.,ctjon fhould threatll be usedJ but t.bl.lt 
t:.e inv: tution itllelf should be ll!T&rly courtoous and 
dlract ·rnd th.Gt GerIMny ehould be illforrned beforehand 
t.:;at we hold the names of th11 mnjority of those who were 
int.erned :!s Italy. 

('1) Thia mercy ebiF L>ug, edion formed the subject 
cf a tl'lk I had with Myron Taylor, He said tba t he 
'll'ould encou:-c.ge the plan and would C!)ble the appropriate 
auths·r! tiee 11; T~aUngto11 accordingly 

'.io1:.•· by ;,l::ron ';;;rlor1 thic iden 1a ;imilar, of 
e=ller cco; e but :;:.,,.. efin:. te tr.E>n or,e discusse:d by 
"ehle, r1ee'..dent 7,n,· hefugee BoFrd, • .-ith the Preeident 11 
Ad vi eory Commit tee P. t a luncheon ma~ting in New York 
in :,pril f~i;"'ther j_ t is pr11ctical d11pend e on traneportaUon 
anC. ml i ~nrJ c:,nsld~re ti on as weli ea the r oli tical 
fer.tures .::~valved, 

'l'Al'LOL 

Jiu fh(l::.1v.eey (far the £00 1y) .\brat-.amto11, Ak1Sn1 Bon11tt1111, t..or.n11etn, 
(ohn, D11.i:ole, · ir1mll'l&J11 C.rtet.Qn, l!~l, 1411Bhlin, ~fl'"'1'1 luxM4, :1ium1 
~l1mnor1, :l:nl!e, 1!cCor1Mok• J'ehle, litu·soy 1 lH.mxlleh1 Citmiart1 1 eim e.in, 1:. i;. ffh1 ttt, t'ilmJ• 

--~:;. l'~ -
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• 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before beillg 
communicated to anyone 
other than a Government 
Agency. (~E'HiISw.;iP) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

23{ 1 Ju.ly 17 1 10 a.m. 

Vatian City 

Dated July 17, 1944 

Rec'd 10125 a.a., 18th 

The following is the substance of a telegram dated 
July 15 sent from Rome to Intergovernmental Committee 
on nef\l.gees London from the ColllJllittee 1 s reeident 
representiitive in Italy, Sir Clifford Heathcote Smith. 

The subject of the telegram ie the saving of the 
Eves of foreign internees in Italy notably Jewish whom 
the Germruia threatened rl th imminent deports tion and 
murder} and the desfatch of mercy ship. 

(l) There have been discovered in Italy the originals 
of German off",.cial orders dated April 22, 1944, by 
'llhich all intt>rne"'s except Belgian, Dutch, Norwegian, 
Franch, Greek, •":-Polish and exp!ugoslav, were to be 
s<ir;t northuarc into Germany {repeat Germany) concentration 
..::araps 'i'he order .stR too specifically that Jews of all 
n" :.'.:mali ties preaumab.ly Italian eleo wereinoluded. 
A corroboret;Lon or. tnis ie found in the fact that 43 
Br-1 tisb Jawe weui ttms a-udden.ly removed in April at 
noon one day at o brw minutee notice to a German camp 
at C!lr}i noer '.!xJ.ena, 

( 2) Tr.<:> mons .. ~roua feet that large numbers are 
d avffted to Germany and liquidated is disclosed by _ 
evidonce sc11rcely lees complete. This fate must have 
ber,in -that of thouaando of men, llomen and children from 
Italy &1one. Trd.s beotie.l carnage 11hould clearly be 
etCJ;:.ped forthwith if this, without injury to thti1'1ar effort 
,,f th<: Allies, cnr. ba achieved. 

(3) The eize of the problem. There ehould have 
been ai.xtean to tlienty thousand internees today in 
ropublicari :taly so it is eetillll!ltod, but including ell 
Chrietiane and an outside maximum of 5,000 foreign Jews, 
t:iare may to alive today thereunder 9,000 what 11ith ll. 

large Beale repatriation or Yusoslavs and deport~tion 
of Jewa 1.rnd ethr.rs. Re?lblican Italy with her l<'aaciat 



;_- --~ :: ~ ·::: ~-: ' --- - ·-: 

'·~, "j)F~~!:::. .. ,;.§ : TOEULTEGGb~~ •• ~,c~i~~~;6;s . 
rtad1ng only bl~e,)., 7 Pom. ( "'OJ~~--;,·~ 
a:rrang!mltnt. ···- , '}~. ,~~:·~-~·~'.-~ ~,:1~n . , :;- ' 

01 : . .:...:c.r.i OF--, . 

~o~. CONTROL "OPY SEP I r::;;_ t 

c:~11~... L • . IJ · if . _(;~')'2:1~·"::_r1s I 
tile rollouing tor •oke...,..n 1a "8B 40. .· (~fJ/J __ ;;'-<·\ ·' 
Plea~e refe~ to our 431 of AUguet 4• 1944. ~~;J;'. 
>or your 1nforma1i1on the Bri t1eh have agreed to a Joint 

approach to the Pope _to requeet him to liP:Peal to_ the Germ~i~ 

aut;ho:r1t1ea to :release refugees deported trom Allied lta].7, 

it he ha.s not alreadJ' done so. and to s.seu:re him that Al.lied 

autborlt1ee will tiece1ve and care tor all such persons 

released by the Germans. '.Che text ot the cable received trom ·· ·­

'\lllbasaadol' ~;1nant -is aa tollowe: 

t~UUT~ Attention of the ~lar RetLlgee Boal"d. 

lilis morning dil!ICUSSGd with refu~ee section Of th-a 

fore1gn Ot'fice the re.pal intervention-on behalf ot rerugeen 

ot no!'tllern ltalyo 

tl1r Noel 0.tla!'lea' replJ to 1naui:ry as to aceommodat1o_ns 

was received this morning by the .ti'o2'~1go ~t!~~,;;~~\~:'~~~,,~~f}~·:o;;\·. 
- . . . . . . . 

Ciiarlee 1 report, an additional five thousand refugees may .be 

accommodated in liberated Italy and use of North i~tl'ican 

camps was alao suggeste~. 

lt 1B the understanding or the 'Foreign Office that 'l;here . 

are ta1' mo,re than 1'1Te tbou1u~.nd refugeH north of the bat;tle 

i;, l1ne, bLlt . since 1 t belie_ve\f the m1.l1 tary !!.1 tua.Uon 1f:I ch~,nging 
I so 

DECLASSIFIED . -

·.I. 

t 
j 

. l 
-. ~ 

- State Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 ·· .. -

»1 n. u. Parka nate..8EL 8 i9n~ 

'· 

' .t.--



-2- #So, AUgUst 30, 'I p,m., iio Gas£;:tta~: 

eo rapHlJ tbnt the problem ot accomioda.~1ng:t~e1"1Tt• 
addlUonal will not ar1••• n teel.s that .~t will ~: ~·art .~o > ·· ·.····· 
g1Ye aH\lraDOH Of &OOOllllllOdat10n W1th0Ut DUHl'1oal.-llmltatlan·~ 

'fhe b'orelgn Ott1oe, howner. doel not know whether or· not tbe . . . 

- - - . . 

we w111 take parallel aouon, 1ihe7 wtil take the tollow1ng11~•psl 
leeue 1netruoUons to Charles to aeoerta1n whether.or not 

an appeal ha• been made bJ the fop9. ~roY1dedh9 hafJ not; t(tY. 

request .h1m to do eo with aeeuranoe tbat th& persoiisrea~ed. 
- - : ._. . 

v1ll be cared tor and noe1Ted ~1 Allied au'1\or1t1H.; ProY1~4 .•. 

be ha• made an appeal, to ausgeat that ·t~ee aesuranoes _be. 

repctated by him. 

lt ls hoped bj the Foreign Ottice that tbls a«JU()nw1ll 

meet w1 th th• app:rov~l ot ~'RB and that ap~r~p~iate 1~stl'Uct1o~e · 
will be 1eeued to our representative in Rome •. UlHi.UOT~ 

~ - . 

we have adnaed the .ar1t1eh that the proposal 1"a 1;.tis- . 

tactor1 to the Board and. the Departatent and 1nstruot1one ,ha't'e _ 
1

J 

bHn oabled to Myron 1'aylor to. Jo1n witli h1afri:lr1t~$lio~OBtt~e1;f;'"~-- · ·· 0 · \\· 
~ . - - ~ . . --;:_~:-. - I ,. . . . . 

along the line~ auggeated. 1n the. above quoted cablo. 

MU3:M~V:KG 

8/30/t• 
5E 

HUW.. 
(GHW) 

BC 

I 



.;Kt· ~~":i.·~=~~f (:·Wl'• frz;·rtN • 
. - .. ~'_::-.~~::_-·_ :· - - -.--- - .~•; ___ -:'. .. ·:;~'. 

··-:,:·i :-:·..:'~-~-'1-- -.-:_·-.-;_·.-·.~:~ .•. : .. ~~--~~~-~~;:~~·;,(:~-= ·,-:~-~~- ~~ --- .-. :~:-<-~;~:~·\_--,-, .. -... ·c.. 

,_ ;-"";·_ -~ ,~•-,'-(:.'._--.:;:~;-'\:_':_:'.-I. - - -·--: .. · J -~--;~:~-~; - • - - .- .-·~- -:;-::_.;'',\: :-_~ ... ·-:·.:-_,::.; ,-_, __ --" ..... , 

:?r~~&~~:~;~·~~f~~!o~)'~~lf)Yr;~~~~"t!.' 
Plea~• ~t·~ t?. ~ 431 ot, ~~ 4, J,9". : . - --.- .' ·_/;~~~: -·~~-(;:_\·:~,_-_ -:-;:·_';::;~.: -~~:-:~_,;:?i<-~ h 

· t~i~~~;~:;r~·~~!~ta51~rr:::~'·~;ri~i 
OU.•. tot •ii wCh P•i•oa.:ni .. •.t•-\h• ~·· --·;~,•~'..,.'.V.•\?~-. ,·'S./~;~/i(: 
Caltt9· · r.eo9tY:ett.:. tr~ --A9-ilidOt"WlM••._-·11.,· a1 -:_ft1i••~ y-; :_ \,.~:~-:_·: _;._;::-~:--:'" ·:_:i:<~:::~>··.:. ~·:· .. : ·. · , :·:>; ; · 

QU~·.· .a:n•"u~ JJt lht:•ar:: ,.ro.._~ .~~ii_' ".J:I:";(. -· -· :~<~~, } ,::,:·: ~ _, '>.: ._; ,_ ;~ >jt (' 
.. ·. ·-. - ~,i~ ~o~lnc ilteo\a11.t.•ttb '~~~-, ••taoi ;, , ~-''.toi-~ ... · '\: ': :·-': -,. __ · · . 

. Oifte- th• Papat tn••ri~\1aa.· .- ~\t.)t '*"~le• ot .... '"* ; ,;,. ;: {': .:;~~~;-S-:2'}.~1} ·; 
-··. tb~~ '.' ''P'' . · .. · . ,- _,. >~~~!~' . · .. ci:•~(;·;''.;::'•i)'•!'-;> ·.~•\;·- ,)._:.-... {·?·;·'. .. , ~:·r:f'::i:;;: . 
·' 

1
'' ' Sh•'1lotl··c11arte~•·•r~l1'\''d -~ll~trt:'••~ H 1e4Jofli .. ~\l•:.•t.><: · ' l 

1 
• reo9'Tt114'~tia •ont•C'bSt'-ibe:hreljt';Ottta.:~} ..le~Hlaf to ~*-t••• ;,' .·· · .. ".:.•.:·.,_-f;.·~.r.r~ 

-. rep0r••'n:'a0t1 •1• .. 1· t1wt.~llo.1••4 · .,•"1•••·1ut. '9 .~...-4\et\l•. · -- , _-
"' ·::1~-~~~·:!!tlt .~?'!!~~~~~:''.~'?~~~;~.,~1!:::~~~~;' ''."; .;:;·;):(,''·;'/ 

, •« ·-- , .Jl h, tht. P4•n$~1JIC .0£, ·tbe 11'•.l"•l•c OfflM .. , th'-'• ate :. '." "\-, .:~~:\\ -
. ,..,_ llOJ'tr uu th• t11GW1em4_ r-enam•· north.· ot '1i• •Hl• 1...-.. ,,., .. ;·: ; ,c-;: . 

· ~;': .. !:1:1!;·::~~;"::~~:;"~: .• 1t~-~!::t~=:;,~,:;.:t~t1r-.:;·.t~·:.'.:._ ;·.:: .. _ ...• ~.1 .. ,•.• .. ~,~.:,..~·~:~··_L. 
_., .... It re·eu-•.,\ha\U.,trll1/'M.'•~l'.•~'\o•:etY••••._"•'ota.eOililoa....,'.'.':· -... ,:: 

:,~,~1~Iillllltli'.:!;i;cil 
· hl• to•cto' iCi;,lth Hllaru~ th&\tle;ptt•t•it·r•l•tt:wtU:)4t .... < · · ' -.·.··: 
tor· e.aid." reo•1••4 ·1t7 .411lH''ia._l't•l•••''·· JTOTltH'llt ·. N• .-.: .. - · • /_. · . . . -~ 

.. , . •PP~~~--~-:~~~~•-:\~~~: ~~~~f~~:-~~~:ttt~~::~ .. !~?~~:~s-··~:".,;~,, : ' .... -" '! .,. ·_ , --·-•'''* hope4 'b7 the ron1111 ottla. tba\ ~ihr;··a"lif'WIU/llillj"'' ' i i 
Wlt!l the &P}>l'OTtl ot tml •4 tha' •Pl'l'CIJll'l&'4t lllt•ne\ltat •U.l.Q: · .,': ·;. 
sen.a to:ou. teprt•••t&H<re 1• Rt••;1·"-0liJ\·0'• ·: •:,' · ''.>. · • ii 

'r '~ '··.-":: < ... \···~·: ;, • • ~,.·, \ '··.1:)~:~: ;5 :_ .... ·'..· .·:.~:·,.~·· .::~1.:r:~ .:~-, /c, ~·~·i(.:~).r~,·:,. ;: . ' . ·1 

, c ,. ,, , • ~;.h~~-~Tl~~··~·ci~-l~h ~t ~~ .. ;~~l.ttt•tl•fu\ort; ... 'f , , :~ 
•· \o .tht''Boar•· .. 11. th• ..,...._., aat··Sutl'lltitt .. 11·.b••·--·;taltl_.: te •- '" . 
-MyrcjD fqlor to .ioaa,-ettll hl•·Bllli.t•'citll..,_. a.10._,.-.,11.~ :,...,~,. 

tD tb~,·~;~jt~~]~~{~:.;,.ikY.: '~;:>>:~t?!t. ';·,·,.,·_ ;:,:· . ·F.:;,· 
·~9-,3~·:•.m~; . '.' ·"' . . ' ',• "'"' -· ;·•>» ... ,,:,:.<'. j " 

'August lo~· 1944 : -~· ··-/. .·. ._;, .". ;; >J :, ';:);;,,;:.':·<. ;~~;,; ;"'"':''t,J.:'1." < . i, J: _:·: 
::'1f!~Jr~s~2t~:18~~~~~~1>:i~a:a.·•0:,;~=i~~~~~~;t~i.]:tn.·;,~Ro47ff-
MSar'°"A e/iifl.,' ·· · · · ·· - ·· · · ·: ·· · · · .. 

j • ' ···.: ·/·.- • • • •• .~. • ' ~ • 

. · ... ·;:·,_·_··. 
.;~-~--.·-
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FROMI 

TOI 

DATED1 

NUMBEIU' ··· · 

·· ·· I~> . miVc{z~~-~~;l 
. -. ORIGINAL TEltT.OF'J.iE.liJfu·i·:.-·.n,:'.t t,~.' ~;·'.'.'·: 1 

. - --. • _'J _.O"'JlTI'.'TritITfT?i<\,i _ .. · ~1 
Secretip.•y ot state-. wasbtiig~on > 'i 

· Amerfcimi ~bass1°'~tlin'cf6~-l·,iq~~~p;,.;.:. ·.···.I·_·. 

August c'.30Fl9«-'/ c ' ,_. ' . .·. l 

6~a:·, ·. . · ··· ... ···. . . . CONT'BOt.·CPPY ~-
; .-_, 

. . -. 

Please refer' to' t~fil.·'69:52 'ot '!uiu~t'26; ~ ', .. '. i 

. '.rh.e' prbposed action of the British Foreign Office lll~ets 
, - - f· 

wi-th-the--approval,-of"-~the War- Ret'ugeELBoard-::-~d-thrDe}:'la°r:1;nient~~:~~ 
Please advise the ar!tish Foreign Office that 11Yi'~11·T,if1c>;,-i·lt . ·.· . J 
being advised to join with his British colleague ~iitak1ng'.the 

steps suggested by the Foreign Office. 

·. ' ~' 

· .. ···I 
• 1.,-

. . : ·1~ 
-,, .--. 
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. By R; H. Pnrltn Date~' 
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' " ~---. --··~ 
CABI& JRO:U THE lWl UJ'UIHUI BOAlU> A!fD 'fllJ DEPAl\lfldU 'IG AIJASSl'l>OR WlJUI• 
LONDON, BIGLAID• . . . . . .. 

Pleaee ref•~ to 7our 6963 of Au&ll•t 26. 

The propoeed aotlon ·~f the Brltleb rorel&D Offloe .. ,,. •1\b 

th• approval of the 11'ar ~fG&a• ;Board and th• Department. Plea•• 

ad.,U• the -SrttUh Fi>fitlP .Qff!°'i\}lil,\ MJrOft tqlOI' U 'otln& -4.,lee4 
·. '--: ~:: ' ·-. '.-

to Joln with bl& !ritlsh oollea«U• lA \Plat \h• etep• tqp•te4 bf 

the Jorelgn OfflC•• 

9100 a.l!l. 
Aug.ust. JO, 1%4 



FROM: 

TOt 

DATED: 

NUMBERt 

/ 

Cable to McClelland, 

Reterenoe is made to your 5068 paragraph. two_~ We 

ass-ume that your- re:ferenoe to lt-;lian si'OJaki!"l r~ue--_ ~~~­
plans refers to your 4666 of July 2l and 5079 of A~gu~t 
7, If ass~ption incorrect, please clarify., 

,/ . . 

We approve of your support (including financial aid) 

of project described ill; your 4666 and you a~e authorized 

to continue such support at your discretion. . 

Regarding your 5079 please refer to Department•_s 

2817 of August 16. 

This is WRB Bern Oable No. 150. 
'f. 

/-

. rJ 
1} 

HULL 

- DECLASSIFIED -- --- . 
'Stato Dopt. Letter, 1·11·72 · S 1972. 
By R.H. Pnrks Dato SEP_ 
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leforenoa is udo to you 1<>18 paracraph tvo. We anue ·that J'9IU' 
reference to Italian Slo'faidan r1t1011e plane refers \o 1our 4888 of Jilly 11 
and 50?9 of August 7. It a11sllllpUoa incorn°'• plea11e claz1.fT• 

We approve of 7ov a-non ( laol'lllag flnaulal at4) of preJtot 
described in 70u 466G an4 FOil are authorised to conUau nob npput 
at yolll' diso:retlon. 

. . . . ' ... ,. 
l!egardin.g 7our 5079 plea~ refer to DepanMnt•• 2117 of .&upt 11. 

I'!II S IS i'fl,B Blfo.Ji JAJ3LE NO. 160 

2:45 p.m. 
August 28, 1944 

Miss Chauncey ~for the Sec'y) Abrahsmson, CohJi, n.tBol&i~+~~~~'}':('t~0'""', · 

Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Uanrion, McCormack, Cable Control Files 

' ~. ~/ 
. 1lAkzin11'Jfod»l1ar 'Jj;o/44 



I"ROJ.'.: 

TO: 

DATEJ): 

Refurence is rr.£1.de herein to your cable of August 23 9 • 

Noa 672-C:o · 

Attent-ion of thn l'Jar Refugee Boardo 

'fh:!.s Lornin~ discussed with refugee section of the For-

eigr. Office t;r,e Papal intarvention on behalf of ref\1gaes of 

northern Italyo 

Sir Nuel Charles' reply to inquiry as to accommodations 

was received this r;.orning by the Foreign Officeo According 

to Charles 1 r<~port, an additiont.l five thousand r~efugees may 

be 1.:.ccomrnodated in l.ibertited It~y and use of Porth African - ,· 

camps was also sug~ested 0 

It is 1.he ur.oe:rstan<iing of tho Foreign Offic~ that'"t·here 

are far more> tnan fi vo thousand refugees~nqrt.h',ii;~~t!~~iit"-Ule''. 
line, but since it bc.~liev95 the military situation- is clfanging 

' 
so rapidly that trw probleta of uccon:modating this five thousand 

additional rrill '-not arise, it feels that it l'il.11 be safe to 

give assul'aD.ces of accommodation without nuJnerical lilllitati9n. 

The Foreign 

--- -'-----"'~ .... ,. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Stato Dept. Letter, 1·11·711 . ?. 
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The Foreigr.. Office, ho\rcver, does not know whether or not the 

Pope has alrei..dy uppeal&d to Germnn author_ities and pr>eSullling 
·~;. 

we will take ;uarallcl action, they ttill tak_e the following 

steps: 

Issue instructions to Charles to ascertain nhether or not 

an appeal has been nmde by the Pope., Provided he has not, to 

request him to do sc with u.ssurance thnt the persons rescued 

·will be cared for and received by Allied authoritieso Provided 

he bas made an appe<.:l, to suggest that these assurances be 

:er.eatod by him., 

It is hoped by tho l•'oreign Office that this action trill 

Cieet l'lit.h tho «pp:!'OV<:.l Of Vmfs and that a!Jpropt•iatG instructions 

will be issued to our rspresentative in Romeo 

WINANT 

-' 
' 

!>CR: !.!ASiFB 8/28/44 
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a.lB.Li FROM 'l'HE DEPARTMENT AiiD 'l'"tlll VIAR JID'UGH BOARD 'tO MYRON fAYLOn1 

rA!l'ICAN C I'l'Y 

Pleaae refer to your 237, of J~y 17, the ~artment 1 • Uo. 16 
of July ?.4, and your 267 of August 5. 

As a result of negotiations with the Br1ti1h, the follo•ln& 
cable was received from Ambassador Wlnant at Lon4on1 

r;UOTE Attention of the :lar Refugee Boe.rd. 

This ~orning d1ecuesed wl\h ref'Qgee ltOt10n Of the Jorelga 
Office the Papal 1nterYent1on on behalf of refugee• of northern 
l taly. 

s1r uoel Charle•' reply to lnqulry ae to accouodatlone wa1 
received this morning by the Jore1sn Office. According to Charle•' 
report, an additional five thoueaad refuGeea may be accomme>date4 la 
l1bereted Italy and use of North African camps wae also auggeeted. 

It lo the underete..nding of the _Foreign Office that tbere an 
fer more than flve thOlltand refugees north of the battle line, but 
aince it belieTea the mllltary eituation la chang!ng •o rapidly that 
the problem of accommodetln« this ftye thou1and additional will not 
arise. it feel• that it will 1le safe to @1Ye aeeurances of ~cco11111oda­
tton without numerical limitation. The roreica Office, howeyer, doe• 
not know whether or not the Pope hae alre847 appealed to Oel'lllan author• 
1 tlea and )lre11U11ing .. wlll take parallel acuon, tb17 •111 take t~ 
following 1tep11 -

Issue inetruotione to Chal'lea to aacertaln whetber or not aa 
eooeal ha• been Rl!lde b7 the Pope. Provided he has not, to request 
him to do so with aeaurance that the per1one re1oued will be cared 
for and receiyed b7 Allied euthorltie1. Proylded he baa 11ede an 
&pPeal. to augge•t that th~ae aawrancea be repeated by bla •. 

It ls hoped by the foreign 0ff1o• that thle action •ill meet. 
with the a:1 'r~l of WBB end thP.t appropriate lnatructtone •lll be 
heued to O\lr Hpr11entatlve .ln Roae. UIQ.UOfB 

The alloTe action auggeeted bJ the Brltleh ,,.- t1aUi-b:eto'W~-bfSl~k-~;,t:1r-f"t;1,~,"-.> 
to the Wa.r Refugee Board and the Depar-tllent. Accordlngl;r, pleaee Joln · 
11Uh 1our Dritllh colleape t.n taklD« the aotlon aalle4 for ln the above 
quoted cable. 

9:35 a.11. 
August JO, 1944 
W.aa Chauncey (for the Sec •y), Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, McCormack, Cable control Files 

'l'l'f.J ~q 
MSargo11dh 8/29'/44 

-~ ·•. . 
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( ~~-·lf~ 
QRI!J.IWAL T~ 9F: TEI,$_9-R¥f 13Em' . ·. · . .. . . · .. ·. 

FROMt 

TO; 

DATED: 

FROM DEPARTMENT' AND' WAR· REl!'UGEE BOARIJ ..... 

~:WINANT . ! ' 

Please rater ·1fo your .6521 of August i4 :4e~i1ng with the 

plisllt of ·refugaea in aerun-oootipied :tt.alfand-~ttll t)le ii~ws ·· .. ·. 
! . ,. ·,_ ·.' ... - . ,-·_··:.- -_ 

of Heathoote•Smith and the Foreign;Oftioe 6Ji th:l,s matter• 

We. are frankly shocked by the pos:ttitin· ~1~1oh the ·ForeisI1 . 

Office is taking. While we do not kil()W whethe~;im;y'i.'eal 

possibilities. exist of ;esculng any- Jaws wllo 'm~y stll:l. bEf ~ti.ti 
in northern Italy; we.feel strongly.that every ettci~~ Shoul~ 
be made to effect a rescue it this is pos81bi~J ,_and we agree.'. 

with the statement attributed to the Pope· tha'IT: nelthe:r ,_our · 

oonsoienoe nor historr wo~d forgive us if' we f'ailed·~o mlike 
this attempt. 

·I 
,·, ,,.[ 

! 
-. ! 

If the attitude of the Garman Government is suoh that it •·: 
- - ·-<-~:-:·:_:::_~-:_~:,:;;·~:..,~Lt'~.;~~-·~~~·-"-_ - .. 

is possible -to effect '\;he rescue of, .any of these pebplif;'whtob. ··~ · 

frankly we very muoh doubt• we, are confident ·that the _reaouroes 

and ingenuity of the American and British Governments are such 

as to avoid a situation in whioh the'se human beings, Who 01lh•l'-. . - . '··_-_ . 

wise would be rescued, would be consigned to deportation and 
death. 

DEOLAS91FIED. . , 
State Dept; µotter, l·l,Mll .. S 1972. 

By R. li. P!lrks Drifo SEP . 
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Accordingly, you are8!eru~~t~~ ~JA~,~~s~,~bik lll8.tte~ ~-oti'fe.~J" 
with the British Gover~ent with a view toward __ a Joint; recrU.est.· 

by the British and American Governments to. the· Pope t(); appeal to 

the German &uthorities that rescue be permitted., with the 

assurances that any persons res~µed will'be:.received and oared 

for by the Allied authorities. 

Please advise DuBois of this oable and if you deem it 

advisable, also advise Emerson. 

HULL 

'(' 
;.:.h 

. i. ___ ..,._.";'\\. 

) 



(,;r' 
Please refer to your 65li-of August 14 dealing with the plight of 

rrduc~es in German-occupied Italy and with the vioYilof Heathcote-Smith 
and tt:o Foreign Offico on this matto1·. 

~e r:r9 frankly !!hooked by the position which the Foreign Of'fi'.le is 
t,~king. 'lhih: .,,. rio not know whetlll}l' any re11l pos;;ibilities e}{iet of 
resiouin;; any Jnws ~1\10 'JIJ:.J ~till be aliv13 in northern !Uily, tm feel strongly 
lhnt '9V'>l"Y "''~ort oiloul.tl b»• ~m•!c to affeot a reacue if thia is possible, <:nd 
we €.f.r<Ho T1i th t'.le et.1; 'l:.e,.out n t r.ribu ta<l tu tile' .?OiJ6 'tii! t rnd th<jr our consci.,nce 
nor niatJ1•.t \;01.1_u ·4•~, .... vi! u-., i~ ..... :~l..i..~.~t .. r,a ruo.f:r;;. t1-1iD 11 .. l.c1 .. ?t. 

I!' tne 11ttLLuc.le o, the Gorn.au liovar1,i1-0i\t 1:; such tha'\. it il iJO<isible 
to tJ'(: eot, u~~H l~OSC;.JO 0- HCJ u ... · r,~un;0 )'!J1~ ~Ot : ..• ic...~1 : .. :·t'.Jik.lj \l'C. ·1.:;ry·- :~nch 
C.out:":-

1 
N'J 3 r·e car.~ i•Jent ~!l.L t. l,11e: r'3tlVt4L t}~·,3 n.::it~ i:tLorn;.! t./ of the /.;~·~r5.<mn 

1wd !:<r·i tie!~ ;jo·1·:r1J.n1m:t.s u1·1J such t.s to !'-'7 .:iid e, s1 tuation in p>,i'3~1 t.'.lase 
hunmn bein;(u, \lno '-'"•l•:>•'WJ.;i., ""'..i.~ uo l'<>OiOUIJcl, \;,);...~J be o:imi!.(}l•Jd to de­
:;ort•" -.:Jon r.n!l rfo11. th. 

AccorC.inp.-ly. you are rer:ua~ ted t-.. ;r1,.;r; this ruattax· aa'.;iH:l:; -.1!th the 
Rriti·~-- ~~:J-f._:r-nmor.t ~&~\ v "'IL·-. ;,,01.:L~:u 6. ,1 t•l,b~ t·e4i.i.!-.3~ bi t!LU t.r.!.~.ish fLUd 

J.m~·t:'iCr;t· Gov~?rt1ment,;:l t.o ~.ne lo}iO t,; t...~~\.Wl to t..11;. 1j,.3;.·L¥in tr,l~~1~Dl'it:tes t"n2t 
ret.c:..E- ·;:;., :H,rllll t'c.od, ,,it!~ t.ha hris1n·1rnce,, 1,w1._ c.ny jl·'.;t'Uilna ~ld&OU!::d will be 
rAoo i ~,,'1 ; nd oe red "'or oy the Ailied tm thori ti as. 

"~"''"'J ·1.~vise ,·uBol" o: tlu.11 cuo:Le aud if y0u daolll it. ndvieab-'-l:lt alao 
~0vf-..-: {,nlE"!~S.C.1i1• 

•, 

~nPeblesdg a/19/44 
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SEcrEtcry of StatE, 

·ac.shincton. 

'/. 
182, ,',ugust 22, 10 a.m. 

FOR 'J.'.R REFUGEE BO,',RD FJOi.'L _,_rn:rnu:.NN No. 106 
·y. 

Ho.d o.lr Eudy bEED discussing possiblE aid to 

rEfugEES in HorthErn Italy also Pro.ncE whEn your 
./ 

CP 

44 

:.ue;ust 16 ai'rivEd. OSS advisEs tho.t good contacts 

alrE~dy Est~blishEd by thEm with rEsisto.ncE grcups 

of 

both placES but bEliEVE that rEfUgEE aid will bE morE 

EffECtiVE in Ito.ly and that thErE is grEatEr nEEd thErE. 

ThEy c.dvisE that I drnl through thEm rathEr than Italian 
I 

GovErnrnEnt in RomE. i.t pr Es Ent su.p:JliEs brought to 

Italian ro::sistancE by plan'rn which arE hardly- suffici(nt 

for military aid. It appEars that if rEfugEES arE to 

bE e,ssis'cEd to hidE in mountains, Et cEtEra, food and 
~ ----=·-~}~t;_i.,~~:~Jh~/_·t2:~~~1~~~~~:~:i~;·:~;-: 

clothing arE ::m urgEnt nEcEssity as rEsistancE-grotips 

do ho,vE Enou::;h for thEmsElVES. If additional planEs can bE 

allocc,tEd for this spEcific purposE bEliEVE that assistancE 
' -

can bE c;ivrn. ,'.ftEr discussion \'lith Murphy bEliEVE 

that nothin~ can bE donE hErE to sEcurE such planEs 

and t ha't 

DE{,'LASSIFIED 
State Dept: Letter, 1-11-72 

r-r::o - s· 1972_ 
By B. H. Parks Dato..All.1:-
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- -."-,_-- :. _-_-. 

and that dirEcti VE and allocut:iori must ,;comE · th~()µgh · 

combinEd chiEfs of staff.. Plrns E adv;iifr :pdssib;l_i:i.tfi~ 

your rnd. In \~P<§..:JRt~\~nwhilE will continlJE :tnfEstfa4t}on " 
~-·1 ''"'"."·l'~""'~/':~.f -. . - :<· . .:;-- ... ·•::-·' :-~·-, ..... -. 

hErE to sEE what cnn bE donE without p.dditional pla)'.1£·8~ 

i;lUHPHY 

'JSB 

......:.;;. -



FROMI 

-Toe 

rA~Ers 

. .· ~h-,~~~~T 
CD1t TRQL,,COPY · · ·. 

otuot\flfr.1tf!~r:;i;;ilt 'fELlWM!l S$iT .tr.tr:'l- !.! • ,d-'l! -,\ ), . 

Sooretar1 ot Stabt• Waah1nstou 

Arilrf~JilJ tiiiitltoll"_ !_l•m 

Auguat io, l94f 

&017X 

We aro roquou Ung l\okermarm, tho f'foio ftofugee fl9al'd 

ropreaentat1Yt 1n Italy to take up •1th tho appttopr1ate 

Italian of1'1o1ala in Rome tbe mattol'" i-otorl'Od to in your 
5079 Of A Uff1.UI t 7 • 

x 
'l'>-1 j .L'.l Wli U ~1i;;Rlt JA: Lli liO • 126 



OAJJL"h: FRof! <IA!~ E~ll!'U(}Jra BO.A.RD ~ HII'1Sl'I':ll HAIUUSON roR MCOLxt.LA!in. 
ll:t:Rn. SWITZ.:P.L.>Jm. 

tho nn.tter rP.f"'1-roa to in your fJ079 of Augu1;t 7
0 

10:00 a.m. 
August 16, 1944 

!Aiss Chauncey (for the Seo' y) Abrahamson, Cohn, D..IBois • 
iiodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Mannon, J.loCormo.ok, Cable 

MJMarksaro 
B/11/44 •. 

!/1i1!fl ~7 

Friedman, 
Control Files 

-.~ :;,, l"~ .. 



Board t!'$N to expr.ea to appropriat<t ltaUan off1c1als -

1n Ro~o 1ts apPJ'OTal ot and interest in an1 refio\ae 

ope;1re.t:,.ons on behalf ot Jew!Bb rotu1~•H in Gorman-oooupied 

Italy l1hicli might be un11ertaiten b7 the Italian reelstartoe 
. . 

moveil!Qgtt 1nsofar as suoh operat1ona are oons1stentw1tb. 

th~ 0ntiataotory cal'J'Jing out or th\t regular"mil1,arY 

progi•emu 

!f tlwra 1B no obJection from oompe~ti~t-_AJ.~1e4 mil1-

tar1 authorities, please take -th1s llla1ter up with· tho 
- ; 

approp!'iatra Italian oftloiab 1n Roma, ~d report ~o the 
Boa~d the action takon .. - -"~~/-i•N-::· ·L&;;7XTJfif;J;?/!ff~;c'?.:t:i"·" 

WlUHMV..V:KG 
8/lfJ/44: 

· nuu.· 
(C·L~lj 

~ 

-Wii S/CR 

DECLASSIFIED 
Slate Dept. Letter; 1-11-72 . ci \977.. -. st.~ 0 

- By Ji. IL P11tks Daw-.- . -
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CABLE F!lOM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO ACJCERJIAHN, !!IBRICAN CONSJiltATE ~EnAL, .. · 
NAPLES, ITALY. 

MoGlellanct, the War Refugee Board representative in Bern, ~uggests 
th!I t plar::i fo~ the assistance of refugees in German--oocupied It.e.ly 
would be facilitated if the Board were to express to appropriate Italian 
offici&.ls 1n Rome its approval of and interest 1n any rescue operations 
on behalf of Jewish ref'ugeeo 1n German-occupied Italy wbioh Blight be 
undertaken by the Italian resistance movement insofar as such operations 
are consistent nith the satisfactory carrying out of theregulaio 
military program. 

If there is no objf'otion from competflnt ~.llied military authorities, 
please talce this matter up with ~he appropriate Italian officials in !lo•el 
and report to the Board the action taken. 

THI s IS mm GABLE NO. " 

10100 a.m. 
August 16, 1944 

Mias Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, l~riodman, '!ann, Mann.on, tlcCormaok, Gable Control Files 

~ke1JWPehle1dg 8/15/44. 
. .... 

··»''' 



FROM: 
TO: 
DATED I 
NUMBEfu 

AMElRICAN MASSY, LONOON - " 
Sebtetary of StE>.tej Waf!hintt8n 
Augµst i46 i944 ~ 
61521 

'/.. --
See Department 1 s telegrall! ~l of July, 24, •midnight;· . . 

Embassy's telegram 6292 of August 5, 10 p.m;.; Department 1s_telegram 
6097 of August 2, mldn'ight; Embassy's ·telegram 6005 of J-u1f28, ·• · · 
5 p.m. · . 

From Heathcote Smith, a copy of telegrR111 number 9, . 
dated the fourth of Augu<it concerning Pa.pal intervention qn behalf. • 
of non-Italian refugees in Northern Italy has· been furnished the­
Embassy by IGC. The following is the gist of this comniunication:: 
Taylor had an audience with the Pope and supplied him with the 
data in all the wires which were exchanged with Washington'. :on 
thi" question. On the second of Augu!lt Heathcote Smith saw the 
Pope who will a!lk the German Ambassa.dor to try to stop add:i.fional 
deportation!l and to supply the Vatican with figures on the numbers 
of Jews and others still awfliting deportation in Northern Italy. 
It will also be suggested by the Pope that the Axis should allow 
these people to roach some Mylum. The above petition!l will0 :be 
made as though the Pope himself originated them, , To Heathcote 
Smith the Pope made the sta.tement that neither his conscience 
nor history would forgive him if he failed_ to niake this :att.empt. · 
A report from the ·Papal Nuncio in Swi t.zerland :reached· Heii.thcote 
Smi1th to the effect. that near Modena iJl a concentration camp fifty 
Jews were murdered the thirty first of July by Axis,offi~ials •. _ · 

This wire was communicated to the Fore':i.gii Office 'bf IGO 
and the el.;venth of August IGO received the following telegram · 
the sub!lt1mce of which is as follows: (In pa.raphrase) "from·· 
Heathcote Smith's telegram number 9 dated August: four· it is noted 
that the Pope will take up with the Ge:rmB.n~officials the que~tion 

of internees in the north of Italy. '~-'i?rt·~~,~~t;-~?~~~A~4!fi'.!F'"'''; 

Meanwhile His l~jesty' s High, Oommission~r in :Rrime ha.a 
been requested by us to advise us as to what accomnioda.ticin, if any; 
may be found for these refugee"' in freed Italy, but we are aware 
that there our re!lo1+rces are greptly strained and our military 
officials indst tha.t there is a definite limit to the number 
of refugeen which c~n be brought in. . . · . 

Obviously Heathcote Sf!!ith is at the pre,.ent tiine n_ot too 
well informed concerning the problems. which we are :_facing, . The 
likelihood of a riuqat:intial influx of refU:gee!l from tho l3f\lklall.s 
confronts· us; in ~.ddition, -we are. encountering considerable·_ 
difficulties in connection with e.rrangement!I for supplies and. 

DECLASSIFIED ' . 
State Dept. Letter, 1-1M2 mcdicfll peraonnel. Until 

~y R. lL Pjllka Dnto.-S.E2.. 8 -1972 . 
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med·ical personnel. Until a 13ol~tion can be found f'or~t~~;e 
problems, the military officials are 1101; apt t!f°a;gl'eef<?~th~.• 
maintenance of many t.housands of refugees. in°_Ital·Y•,: 

You will be advised of the .reply ·o:(' sir~ Nqel ChArle~ · 
which I hope will be f1.wora.ble, 'Qut as -I have .pointed «iU:t~ 1;here; .· 
are many obstacles to b~~;.9y_e.rpome. 11 . ~n its 1:elegralll of today- . ·• 
the IGO summed up the whol'Ei·'lfittiation to Heathcote Sniith, _of whiCh 
the following is a pa.raphrase. J. -

"The eighth of August ·yo~r telegram mimber nine .itated 
August four 'concerning the rescue of internees who are threa~ened_: 
with deportation was received. 're have received your rep_ort: -
of July eighteen and your telegram dated _July fifteen,.~ the·,:twenty · 
fifth and nineteenth of July respecqvely, but· until the - . 
thirty first of July your July fourteen telegram was· not .rec.!)ived. 
On the twenty-sixth of July we proposed. ti;> the llr_itish anih,4mericibi" 
Governments that they should ask for the int'ervent foil of· the · -
Vatican for the relief. of foreign civilian refugees- who_:are 
detained in northern Italy giving a<isumnce tha.t they would mal>'..e 
arrangements for transportation to southern Ite.ly or els.~~1hel'e- . 
and thet either through IGO or in !lOme other· way they woliJ.d'·ma.lte .. · 
arrangements for m11.intenance. On the twenty-ninth of July the Arne·l'-1 
.ican Government supplied us with a mess11.ge which. they· repe~:t~d.\o . 
Taylor t1.nd they further advised us on the fifth of. August thB.t·-·· 
our proposal was .found to be acceptable by them •. Jre. had,'Jn·. 
accordE>nce with their sugge!'ltion, a three cor1u;ired-'discus!)i0n 
with reprei<entntive11 of ·the American l\linbi'!l!ly~a.na: the Foreign ._-. 
Office and to both Governments copies of yol),r l~test tele~ram · 
have been furnished, From the Foreign Qffice)we today'req?ived 
ll letter stating that Clwrles lw.s be.en reque<\~ed to mak§! a·report 
as to whnt accomoda:tionn if any may be availn'ble in Italy·south -
of the b11ttle l.ine. The PMsi"oilityof a. large influi'frotn.the 
:Ball<"..ans simUltfUleOU!Jly With difficulties concerflirt,!LAUp'pli.es' , , 
and medical personnel are emphasized by the ~oreigti"Office·. · · 
:By the wa.y of the American Embassy, Btit:l.sh opini()h iS being 
transmitted to Washington, On your succesnftil '.negpt'iations with-
the Pope we extend our congratula:U:ons fo Taylo~·-~n~);ou •.•• ""~.:,,"'~.;,~,,."'~ .. ;_, 
Of addit:i,qnal developmen~s- 1rn will advise Y?u~·--:-?."?i'~·,·;c·;:~;_)c?'~;~~;c~,~~;~ ... ~·';· ··'· 

8-16-44 
DOR: ::ill4S: mg 

Mias Chauncey (for the Sec'y), JAbrahamaon, Azkin, :Borenstein., 
Cohn, D:rury, Dullois, Friedll'.rul, .Gvaton, Hodel 0 Leughlin, .Losier, 
Mann, Mannon, li:ark11, McCorJ11Pck, Pehle, Sargoy, Stondi11h, _Stewart; 
Weinstein, Ceble Control Files - / · 



PAllAFtt~S~ <:>F TF_J,EGRhH RZGEIVED 
'~ c . J 

F OJ.f: American Legation, Bern 

TO: georetE•VY of Ste.te, Washington 
'c :~: '\ 

DA'r: . : Aug--ust 7, 1944 

lllJI.~ B _ -. : 5079'1 

}<;c·'.':lelJ.F,nd oena.s th<; fo1J.01»1ne for the Jfar Refugee Board. 

It ,.·o:,ld rH~ln our nlanning here, in line •'ith Legation's 

oabl of July 4, no. 4:?31 . if the WRB would e:xp_ress to appro-

: ria te ItE0liiw offid!nlE in name its an'l')r.ova.l of and interests 

in sny rescue onerations in behalf of endangered Jewiah refugees 

L. c-,r-:an occu1.if'd Itely '11hieh might be unttert-n.ken by the Ital,,. 

iBn "e!'l1 stAiice :i:.ovement in r-o f&.r ao auc'l operations are eon-_ 

ci"tent ,,.,1 t .. t!1e carrying out of tl•eir regu1ar military pro­

e-ram Ai-' ti afao torily. 

HARRISON 

'f/ · 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. l.<?ttcr, 1·11-72 
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'1t'l : 

DATED: 

NUMBE'R: 

Ameriean Delegate1 _1b>Jne 

heretal';v ot State, l'TaMne;ton 

August 5, 1944 
y 

104 

Raterenoe is madei·h&1:1ew1:th-':it"4'll11 cable <>f' . .:ru11 17, no. 2;57 

and Department's answer of .~,f 24, noi 16. 

Taylor's 287. 

Last week I forwarded the prope~ly paraplwaaed oopiea of 

both messages to the OardlnaJ. secretary of Ste.te for the olinsid• 

ere.tion of His Holiness the Dope. The p3lan that fue Pope approach 

through apnropriate channels the neoeesar1 Germm aUthor1t1es 

prone.a ng the relellBe from Northern Italy ot interned refugees 

mainly Jews as well as the larger plan heretofore advanced bf 

the War Refugee Boe.ra relative to the release ot all Jews 11\ 

Germeny at Atlrntic ports was prop~Eed by Sir OUtford Hes.thcote 

Smith, aithor or the first meseage, in an aud.tenoe with.His 

Holiness on Thursday. 

In m7 audience with Hie Holiness yesterday l s_Uppe>J".°te~ hh ·. 

plan Ni th encouraging reaul ts tor I was assure!. Wlhesi tatil'.lE11 ·· 
- - ~=\~-~;~~;::~i;~~,:~;,:~o~~~~.:;~~~.sIS.~~~Z~:-?;~f::~~ 

by His Holinene that at ·the ear11ie t moment he woUla: litlike ~uoh · 

an approach. Hh sympathetio f.l.nd deep interest in all human1-

tarle.n projects tor the relief of distressed persona is obvious.' 

Naturally the rnethod ot approa. iih 1s a mat1ier 14. thin h1 s own · 

-41.aorotion •. I. d1d. not..make-.any-1nqu1rf as .to any--plancheJDi:ght"-.· -

have ua: Sn mind or propose a method. 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. LcttCr,_ 1·11·72-'' 

Kla.JC By R, IU'nrkn Dntn.:SEE..- 8 J97l -
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FROM: 

TO: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 

American Embassy, London 

Secretary of State, Vlashing'l!<;>n 
it-> 

DATED: August 5, 1944-' 

NUMBER: 

Hid 222111 E!f 
Following is for the attention of the-War Refugee Board. 

Reference is made herewith to Department's cable of August ~' rio~'6097~; -
./.·.···:, 

This morning at a meeting between).tice-Director IGC, Henders9n of the . 
Refugee Section Foreign Office, and Browns,, they discussed intervention by: . 
the Vatican ori behalf of non-Italian refugees in Northern Italy. · 

It was stated by Henderson, who was given paraphpase of no~ 6097, that 
he would have to secure definite answer from higher authorities in the :; . 
Foreign Office. He advanced his own informal opinion that the Bri tisb :- ... • 
Government might not feel that it had enough facilities ,aV;iilable at once' 
for transportation, maintenance and care of these refugees: :to .give ·the · / 
Vatican necessary assurance on this point. · · · 

It uas stated most confidentially by the Vice;,.Direictor 'that propqsal 
for Vatican intervention originated with the Vatican itself. He asserted 
that the proposal was still approv.ed by IGC but emphasizeir most strongly the 
necessity that the American and British Governments have care, maintenance :' 
and transportation facilities available prior to requesting ·the Vatican tb 
act as otherwise the Vatican would regard the request a·s insincere and 
would refuse to intervene. 

· It was als_o stated by him that IGC de si:red. t}li~-~~$.!~~~!-'.I_~~~~,~~~""· .. 
refugee problem kept separate from the larger Hungarian prol>'.11nn:-~v'en.-"'""· _,_ ··· · 
though dealt with by the same methods. He felt that because of the follow .. 
ing differences from the Hungarian situation it could be kept separate: 
smaller number of refugees,relative ease of their transportation· to safe 
territory, the Vatican's special interest and the likelihood or· success 
being greater • 

'\'I INA NT 
/ I' 

cc: Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y), Abrahamson, AkZin• Borenstein, Cohn,. 
DuBois, Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, Mann~.f.!annon; Marks! 
McCormack, Pehle, Sargoy, Standish, Weinstein, Files · 

DECLASSIFIED . 
Biato Dcpt:.r,etter,·1·11-711 

- ' 8 1972· 
Dy n. H. P~ks Dnto.sEE--; . 
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FROJh 

'.l'Oa 

DAfEDs 

NUMBERS 

BecretaJ;'y or Btli'te:~.~ashington· · ... · · ··. 
O~J\08 330lJ13/< Hi;W · . · 

American Emb&js1QT~6Hdb~ 

August,2, 1944t . as 11 11lA 
~ 
l~1y7 

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD TO AMBASSADOR WINAN'l'. • 

Please refer to you~ ·6oof of.'• July 38 oonoernj,µg th-a sng- · ,. 

gestion made by the IGC Director that the Vaticati: be asked by 

the British and American Governments to intervene-with the 

German Government for the release of non-Italiai'l' civilian refugees 

held in Borth Italy. 

As mentioned in our 5'791 of July 24, th.e Ame:r~oan Govern­

ment has made clear to the world its willingness to cooperate. 

with other sympathetic governments in finding hav.ens of refuge 

for victims· of enemy oppression able to leave German o~oupied 
./ . 

territory. fherefore, Emerson's proposal is completely accept-

able to this Government. 

It is suggested that Emer~on now discuss this matter· with 

the British Goverruneiit and.secure its consent to requesting the 

Vatican to intervene, on the. understanding that'the British 

will share with the Ame:r:i,can .Government ~he r.~.~~f?A~J.R11A~~~;·1c+~:,,,~ 
_ · ----·--'-:.;_;:""· ·-:::_~·_':,_·;_~-!::?'.;-:_~.,,-:o:~.>.co-~--~~c.-'~-c<..' .- · 

making·arrangements tor the.maintenance, care arid transport~tion 

of the refugees involved in the event that the Vatican's efforts 

prove successtUl. 

fhe B oard would appreciate being advised as soon as the 

British Government·has signified its consent. 
~ . 

. l!EHIHIUS 
(Acting) 

DECLASSIFIED· 
State Dept.Lette1·, l·1l-7l! 

St:'O ~ i97?,i By R.H. Pa.,;;,; J'.i.-. i:.r 
/ . 

(t 
.. tJ.ll.-



Pleaae refer to JfllJr 6005 ot 11117 28 oGllOeJ'IWtg ..... wae•tt.Clll .a. b7 the XGO Dinotor tbat the YaUoan be aah4 • ~ llriUlll 'u4 ~ Ooverwnt• to illtel'ftM with tM'Omlan ~tor the "1..- ot MD-Italian o1'dl!aJl ft1'qeet held 1n •Ol"th I~ • 

.u llelltioned in (1111' S'79~ flf..J~ 24, • AMr1oua Got"mtll' .... olear to the worl4 it• will4ngn .. • to oooptt'ate wltb otber eppaU..Ue goyermente. 1n t1nd1llg hawu ot rtfu&e t~ W.oU. ot·....,. OJ.IPN•d-. able to leave Oerllan oooup!i4 tvl'it-.r. nu.rw., llltr'eon1a ~ ii ocapletel1' aQceptable to thh • Ckrrulmlnt. 

n 1• suggeeted that benoa aow clieew11 th1a matter with the Britilh GoftmMnt and eecun its ooneent to requ•tlna the Yatleall to 1nten.._, on -JlDd•ntQJding that the Britieh will. ehare 1d.th the .Aaen0an .~ aeni'HspoM1bW.tf of llaJdJlg a1'1'8DllHnt1 tor the lla!nttwloe.t. care 1114 traD9portation of the retqees involftcl 1n tile event that tht Te.tican•1 ettClll'te prOl'8 suooe11fal. 

The Board would appreciate be!q a4Tiled ae soon as tht Bl'i~ Oovarmaent haa aipifiecl it• ooueat. 

11100 a.m. 
August 1, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo'y) Abra1tamson, Cohn, DUBois'o F{;}.:;~j4iW,\i~:;:~~f~y~~,, 
~nct.U:tt_~r, Mann, Mannon, MoCormaok, C&bl.9 Control Fil.es 

MJ11arks1AA1css 7/31/44 



JUL 26 1944 

Dear Dr. W1ae1 

'£he .following message tar the World Jewish Congress 1'ro111 

Dr. Riegner has been recabed through the Amerioan Legation, Dem, 

under date of July 21, 19441 

"Information has been received by Czechoslovak 
official at Geneva to efi'eot that thel"e is a dispos1.t1on 
on part of Slovak resistance movemfllt to assist in 
rescue of Jews from Hungarian dominated territorie11 by 
bringing them to Slovakia to be enrolled in Slovsk :Mlquia 
or to be hidden. Wo are cooperating with action being 
undertaken ( ?) dnazidov Bratislava. $.301 000 is required 
by program for expenses wr,ich will be covered by varioua 
sourcesJ participation of Congress ten thouaand dollars 
to be transferred urgently to Geneva in Swiss franoa is 
being asked. This is most serious proposal and we are 
awaiting your urgent reply." 

Dr. Stephan s. Wise 
World Joi.eh Cmgrel!IS 
l8.34 Broaciwaf 
New Iorlc, New York 

Very truly you.ra, 

lllCMA) 1.1.11111e 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

FHodelams 7 /26/ 'W _ 



PAR:\.?EPu"SL OF TEL:t.GR:l:.: RE.JLIVEL· 

I 'f\C _ ... ~mericon Legation, J~rn 

~ ·- .. 

f -.. ~ 

Sacret~ry cf State, 

S.CfC 
'f 

';;!1shington 

"c:lc :".J_i:; d sE-r;;.?s the follcwin,s for l'.f~!3, fron• R1.egne:r for 

/ 
inf00n&~iofi tos heen ro :eived by Czechoslovak official 

r,~ C:n"v;1 to ~-·r,~ct tl~at tt.e_·,1 i~ a disposition on part of 
/ 

21,---.... 1: r":.ist2r>co ric•1e:r.ent tc s.ssist in res:;ue of JGws 

,.c .·ud.12 to ~c, enrolled in 3:fovah 1.:aquis or to be hidden/ 

.,f r. <c :_,oo;x::-at.in[' with action be~.ni: undertaken ( ?) 

:'11:..:.:~Cov :lr11t::.3l£ovn. ;;•io,coa is Niqui:rad by program for 

e~pc~sss ~tich will ~e ccver8ct ts various sources; 

~'!\;'':; .cipn'~ion er ..::onf'.1'053 ten thousand dollars to be 
,/ 

';r:'.r;,;fon'ed \1rt;Gntly to Geneve. in Swius francs is being 

n::;':ed. T:-;.is i.:: ~o.:it ser:l.ous prop.'Jsal and we are avmit1ng 
I' 

!OUP ureent rarly. I 
-· ~:~-;~~-~:-~~~~~::,~~4~~;~/i~!JJ/:.~;<~~~~;-_~ .. 

'l'his p:C"opo::iition has teer; discussed 

, . ... ,./ k d id ~- . t i it . ... J.n, r. "0;:r .\0~1ec y an ccns · er ,,:~a·c suppor s mer ea, 

:.:·J.·.lal -.:or;trLiut.tun c;quivalent ton tr,•1use.ncl dollars fi•om fund 

nr ~!J in 3wis::i rru~aa 1a beine mado. ¥ranas will be deposited 

t;r. <- ~c:c.;1':1t. of ~ zcch resistance movf.lroent in Switzerland, 

r:.:; i : !,Ul. 
"I fr, " /,t 11 

DECLA88IFIED 
State Dept. Lotter, 1-11·72 

Dy R. ll. Parka Dato.JiEf._ 

llARRISOli 

8 1972 
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Extension of this License 
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"··· 
· ORIGINAL TEXT Or'l1ELEGR.llM SENT 

FROM: ,,._-. - .· ,· 

DATED: 

Secretary of State, Washington 

American Legation, Bern 

September 16, 1944 &OMlROl COPY .... 
l'HJii&R: 3199 'x 

Oable to McClelland. 

The War Refugee Board requests that you deliver the 
I 

following message to Jarblwn Riegner, 37 Q,uai Wilson, 

Geneva, SWi tzerland, from Leon Kubowi tzki, 1834 Broadway•· 

New York, New York: 

Q.UOTE Number 132 learned 700 Jews de.ported 
./ 

from Fossoli camp to Germany. Have repeatedly re-

quested Interredcrosa demand from tascist authori;.. 

ties in northern Italy right include Jews deprived 

freedom movement within scope of its work since 

Italians always conceded application POW Tre_aty to 

civilian internees. Suggest you urge Interredi:iroas 

make formal representation fascist authorities • ./ ' ' . 

V/ORLD JEWISH CONGRESS .. . . . . .. ."" . . . 
LEON KUBW'1TZKI .. UN~U()r.rJ!:':";9;;;c:.~'h~~;tf\·;Cc:"c;: 

This is WRB cable to Bern No. 16,!r 

r! 2t{-, .; ,J \f~ 

,,;!~'r;i[\'. 
i\EtUMD 

DECT.u\SSIFIED . 
Stnle Dept. Letter, 1.11;72 

By R. JL Parks Dnte-SEJL 8 197?. 

"!•:.···-

-· -< 



';·· 
,-.-- -~). 

'l'h• wur Refugee noud requeots that you delinr the 1'~llowina 
Me1H1&g• to .Turblum Rieper, 37 Qu.ai Wllion, Genev,., SWitcerlAnd, from 
Leon Jtubowi t.llki, Ul.34 Broadway, .Ne• York, !iew Xorka 

QUOTE lumber l.)2 learned 700 Jews dapo1-ted froa :foosoli 
Cl8Jip t.o Genaaey. H&ve repeatedly requested Inten-edoroaa ciema.nd 
frOlll i'ateioiat authortt.ier:1 in north&rn ltt1.4 2•1.eht. inol.ude Jewa 
!lttvrivucl frol#dOll idUVcmttnt within aoope oi ito 1101•k siuoe 
l't.u.l.:i.~nb u~wB,Ye uonoedud •p~lioation POW Treutq to oi~ 
iLl.ul'lieee. Suggcut. .YOU urge !D"&orrudoros,1 mal(e fumial repreaen­
tu.t:a. ... I• ! i.ociet authori t.iea. 

WORLD JEWISH COKGR!& 
Ll!OH llJBOWITZXI UH~OTE 

3140 p.m. 
September 12, 1944 

Jliss Chauncey (t'ortJ1e Sec'y) Abrahamson. Cohn, n.tBois, Friedman. 
Hodel, Laughlin, Leaser, Mannon, McCormack, Cable Control Filas 

M. 
BAkzin:&.r 9/ll/44 

. .... ,,... 
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NLT 

Ja.rblum Riegner 
:37 Quai Wilson 
Geneva (Switzerland) 

/~0'~0 
"'\/_,--- August 25, 1944 

\ 

Number 1:32 Learned 700 Jews\deperted from Foseoli oamp 
\ . 

to Germany stop Have repeate~~requested Interredcross 

demand lialien taso1e~ govern~• right include Jews 
6f 

deprived freedom movement within soopeA-its work since 

Italians always conceded application POW Treaty to 

6ivilian internees stop Suggest your urge Interredoross 

make formal representation fascist authorities. 

59 words 
ABK:ef 

Leon Kubow1tzk1 

Charge: World Jewish Congress 

Via Western Union 

Censor: Maro Jarblum and Gerhart Riegner are our Geneva 
representatives. We inform them that 700 Jews have been 
deported from Fossoli concentration camp in Northern Italy 
to Germany and ask them to urge the International Red Cross 
to make formal representations to the Italian fascist 
authorities since in our opinion the Jews deprived of their 
freedom of movement a.re entitled be_nefitCc'.9Y,!m!l::i..Q~~~Y'~"'-:'-·· 
the 1929 Geneva Convention for Prisoners of -ws;-r,.~"'-'~'#e· -.-···~ •· · 

..... 
"' 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

INCOMING \ DlVISION OF 

/ TE LEG RAM \ COMMUNICATIONS 

,/ 

;:;~;~\7 ~u~l ~OPl :::::n & - 0~1?;: °) 
\J\.ll1 ll Dated Auguat 17, 194t' { d. 

Rec'd 9:10 a.m., 18th-,o?e14J 

Secretary of Stpte, 

WaBhington. 

y.., 
6660, seventeenth. 

LONDON TIMES of today carries article stating that 

Italian Government has approved in principle request 

by IGC that certain non-Italian refugees in Italy be 

naturalized as Italian citizens and be allowed to Ir"emain 

there. Vice Director IGC states this Italian action 

was taken after representations by IGC representative 

in Italy who acted on request of certain non-Italian 

refugees. 

WIN ANT 

JT 

.... 



FROIO 

TO a 

DATEDt 

NUMBER I 

Secretaey- of S11ate, Wasbi~g~Q~ ·. 

American Con1ulate General, HaplH· 

August 49 1944 

431 )< CONTROL COPY 
FROKWAR REFUGEE BOARD TO ACKERMAB1f. 

Please refer to your No. 102 of.July 29th in ;i;-epl;y to our 

Jfo. 36 July 21. 
The following is for your 1nfor111&tiona 

It is assumed that you have seen Heathcote-Smit)l,•s cable 

to Emerson of July 15, copy of which was transmitted to the 

War Retugee Board by Jlyron Taylor asoAble No. 237 of July 17, ',.· --. c----

conoerning Heathcote•SJDitli•s suggest~on among others that the 
< 

German Oover~ent be requested ·to release refugees deported 

from Allied Italy and to dellv.er such refugees to.-41Ued authori• 

ties at a North.Atlantic port wnence they would either· be returned 
. - -. ' . . -

to Allied Italr or taken to tempo~ary havens ot refuge elsewhere,. 
. .. . 

After recei-fing Taylor• s message, \.~he . '3o'1rd C!lbled Enierson 

in London referring to the President•s.proriQunceaent'or ~~rch 24 

and his message ·to Congress concar~ng .. the:l®oc.:"i:iflitiiliiri(btli"'·~·"c .· 
ot which make clear this Government•s willingnesa.to coopera~e 

. . . .:\.;," 
with other sympathetic Oovermnents in tinding haven• or ret\tl.• 

tor all victims of enemy persecution able to leave German-oc~upied · 

territory. We also advised Emerson that thh Government w111 pre­

pared to cooperate inevey way w1ththeBr1thhandotherOover1i• 

ment1 in facilitating nny feasible plan qt _action in regard to 
DECLASSIFIED 

Eltato Dept. Letter, 1·11-7Z ~ . the matter 
By R. H. Parks Dnte....s.Ef.. 8 · 1972 

..... 
~:.h 



. - - . 

matter referred to by Heathcote-Smith, oven thouSh .i:t{ia . 

· .. ·quite possible that m11ll7 of the deportees tr'om Xtaly hav-. 

already been executed. The following is an extract 

cable to Emerson: -.-.. .-

QUO?E It 1a our dew that aey appJ"oach to the Qerlllaila 

should indicate the willingness of the Allied Governments, with. 

due regard to military neoess1t1ea, to consider m:easur&1 tortae 

reception in Allied and neutral territory of any Jews in. German 

occupied territory, and should not be limited to deportees troa 

Italy. 'l'his Government has recently advised the British Govern­

ment of its willingness to join in such an approach to the Ger~ 

Government. However, we are prepared to consider IYIJ1Pathet1cally 

any plan designed to meat the Ital.1~ .;probielll referred to by 
\ . . 

Heathcote-Smith. In the ciroij111tanoes'1t would appear ao1t feasible 

tor the lntergovernmental Committee to clet•raine tbe practical 

probleaa involv~d and discuss the matter'with tb.e British Goverilaent~ .· 

UIQUO'l'E 
·-·-' 

The Board received a reply from Emer'son suggaiSting that, the 

intervention ot the Vatican be request'edf,tif;'~tli~i~~li'.r;ij4~1;,=:~,,,, .··· · 
American Oove:r ... nta in approaching the German ~uthor1t1ea wit~ 

a request that non-Italian civilian refugees held in~orth Ital7 

be relea1ed. Emerson also suggested that the B~itish and Am.erican: 

Governments aHure the Vatican that .th,eywo\J,ld_Jlakearrangeaenta 

for the maintenance, care and tran11po:rtation ot the rerus•t1• 

·involved 

..... 



........ ,, 
,;._ 

A 
~ ~:~ "). 

Jivolved 1n the event that the Vatican•s efforts prove. aucceHrUl• 

. . !h• Board 1B cabling -lk..i ifu.t 'his' ~ropoaaus\;,:..,1.~ei~ ' ' . 

acceptable to the American Government and ·suggest~ th11,t Emer•on. 

no• discuss the matter with the British Governaent and 1ecUl'e it• 

consent to requesting the Vatioan to intervene, on the under• 

standing that the Brit1•h will share with the American Govern• 

aent the responsibilities indicated by Emer1on in th• event 

that the Vatican's efforts prove successfule 

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO NAPLES NO. 40. 
~ 

8'l!EftI11IU8 
(Acting) 



Pltlan refer to JOUI' lo. 102 ot l\ll1' 29th ta l"tP11' to Oii' lo. 36 ot lul1' 21. . . 

The tolladng is for ywr information• 

It is aasmed that 10l1 ban eeen Heathcot...Smith's cable to lillersan ·of 
l~ 15, copy ot which was transmittld to the l'e.r 14\f'uge~ Board byllJroa 
fa11.or as cable No. 2.37 ot Jul.7 17, oancernin£ Beathaot...Smith•s sugge11tlaa 
aaong othere that the German Government bt reques~ to 71'eleaaie retusees 
deported trom Allied ltalf and to deliTtl" auoh rstuge11 to Allitd · authoi'1tlt1 
at a lorth Atlantic part whence tbq wauld •l'tbn' be returned to Allied I~ 
Ol' tabn to te•J>Ol'al'J ha'fellll ot refuge elsewhel'e. 

. · Mter receiving Tqlor's useage1 the Board oable4 Bllerson 1n London 
referriq to the Pre1149d's pronouno ... nt ot laroh 24 lllll'l his mtalSage- to 
Oongre111 oonce1'111D8 the 1000 retqeea1 both ot which llake clear th1e Cloftra-
.. nt• e will.lnpeae to cooperate with other llJJIP&thetie Oovermante m ftniUDI 
bawna of Nfuge tor all viot!.118· of enem,y ptl' .. outton able to ltave 0......... 
oooupied territ017'. ·we also advised rr.trson that this Gonrnment was pHpa'94. 
to cooperate :ln neey way with the Br1t1eh and other Oovernunt• 1n tacWtaUna 
8J111 feasi'ble plan of action 1n resard to the matter rtten-$11 to b7 Beathoo"'° · 
Balth, emi though it ill quite pois1bl• that Jll8JlY of the depo:rte••·tr• I~ 
haw all'eadf bnn ueouted. The following is an extioaot ot the Board'• eab'U 
to 1Mnon1 · 

QUOTE It is our view that a.01 approach to the Gel'IDaJ18 shoald in41oaw the . 
wUUngness of the allied govermnents, with due regard to lllilltaq necesdtie•1 

/ 

to cou14er •aaures tor the reeeption 1J1 allle4 en4 MUtiil terl'i~ ot 8llJ' 
Ina in Oanan ooaupled twr:lt0171 and should not be limited to deportees tree 
ItalT. 'fM.a Government haf? recent)¥ advised the British GoTermnent of its 
wUUngnHB to join ~ sucll an approach to the German Government. However, a 
an prepared to consider 81Jllllath•t1oall1' any plan 4esigriecl to meet the Itall&a 
problea retel'l'ed to by Heathcote-Smith. In the cir0Wll8taneea 1t would appear aollt 
teaeible tor the Intergannaental OClllllittee to determine the practical pt~ 
invol:nd and diecues the 111atter with the British O~~~~~;,~A"~~~~_r-'~~~~t":"c 

·· 'lhe Board reoeiftd a l'epl.J trola !arson suue•t1ng that the litemnt!• ot 
the Vatican bt nqueeted bJ' the British am Aller!oan Oanrrlllents in approaohiq 
the German author1th11 with a raquest that non-Italian civilian retugees hl14 iJl 
lorth l'taJ1' he released. !Urson aleo 111Sse•tecl,that the Britiah and Amerioan 
Ooftrmients aesure the Vatican t~t they would make arranpraent1 tar the 
ll&lDtenanctJ, oare am transportation ot the rei'llgees inTolved in the everit 
that the lat~•s effort• pran w.ec .. •i'lll• 

TM BOG.I'd ia oablJ.ns l'ller•on that his proposal ie completel.7 acceptable to 
the Aurtoan Go\'erment and euqesting that EmersQtl aow·d180U8s the matter with 
the Bl'ltish ~nt and HCUN its ooutnt to 1•equHUq the Yat!eul to tat.r­
WM1 on. the Wderatandlng that the British will Illar• with the .baerioan Gonrn­
um the nepou1b1liti•• W1oattc1 o, JMra01l 1n the event that the Yattou.•• 
·!~~·(.r auootHtule Mies Chauncey (tor the Seo•y) AbrahamlOD 
~Di.afdbi!llUS*-"•" TO NAPLPS NO 40 Cohn, 1"Boie, Friedman, Hodei, Laughlin, 

~ ' • teaeari Mann, Mannon, MoCormaok, Cabl!t 
. . •. ~~;ro Files .... . 

...._ · ... 
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~his trlEgrc~ nust ~E 
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corrrunic:- tu~ to eny·-:.nc 
o-C;l•Er t''-cr: r GovErm:_Ent 

(~i!Tl?T'"'r-tfp),,. 

EnplEs vi~ rm11 ,. {.,,_ O<«o J" _,., . ·/) . 
De tE r' July 29, 19(~ IA('' /,.r . . Utf l 
°'.1.Ec 1 d 6:11 p.n, /.{ifU 

//· ·, ,, 

CONTROL COPY 
/j' 

x 
29, July 2S, - p.L:. 

FOR -.-;:-rn FJ.0~1 J,CK\:L.J.N 

i;;itl1 =~u1thcotE-S~.1itb_ .-t ::.or1E lr.st Y!EEk. I Exc.uinEcl 

so: _E rEcords but not sonE unc.vr.ilc.blE bEcr.usE of 

fFi.,"!:;hEr c:'-Ecki~G· rroL1 t1~is :.1etEric..l end otb.E1
1 

rEfu::;EEs fornEL'ly in_ CEil."Grc.l Itcly i;1ErE 1.lOVEd north-

•."c-rc'.s to unlcnm-m dEstinC'_tion shortly 'JEforE LlliEc1 .:-:dvnncE. 

EviclEr.cE doEs not imlic.-tE prEsEnt v!hErEnbm_i_ts so cs to 

c_irl_ rEscuE but r!E fi__c_VE nCTlE of r.t lEc_st onE It;clinn· 

TiilE I do not fEEl too op'.;inis'Gic officicl involved. 

-.~l'-C ;~ our propr.3:-nd:c_ c:c.1-r•nign 11:- s bEEn succEssful so ..... .,,._ ~- i k~~-..:-:.~ - -.,: .. !$5;'~~~~~~--::--.~.:~·--:.~-y:·. 

frr cnr1 think it sho;.1.lc1 bE continuEd. Bi::s'G p11 bcEcl.Ul'E ·: .· 

sccr1s to bE for r. bor.i.'C1
. ~iEnbEr or othe:r high officinl 

to ::;ivE public '.mrninc; crir:irdinr.tEd r!ith 0--.·11 to nssure: 

·i''Est pub-licit-y. Copy of HEc.thcotE-Snith tEle:grnn r.nc.1 

nG.10rr.nt1c v1ill bE s e:nt by r. ir pouch ::;irobr.bly not; 

o.rrivinB I 
j 

I 
' 
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arriving for 10 dcys. 

UURPHY 

-- ... ~ - .-· 

~~=.-·· 
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.FROMJ American Embassy, London 

TO: Secretary or State, Washington 

DATED: July 28, 1944 

NUMBER: 6005x .... 
The follo11ing is for \7RB1s-ini'ormati0n. 

With reference to Department's cable of: July 24
1 

Ifo9> - -
. - - - . - . 

5791, Embassy has been supplied with text of Hoathc~te..:SmUh 1 s tele~~ni -

by IGO, 

-- - . 

The suggestion that the intervention of tne;Vatfoan be 
' - .. · - . . 

,. ____ . - .. -

requested by J?ri tish and American Governments in approaching '!;he -

German authorities with the request that non-Italian civilianrefµgees 
- - - - ··- -'- -~ ' o · '. _ ~ 0 --_ • C. .- ~. - ~ '- - --.: <. 

held in. North Italy be released has been made b;y IGO Director..-_ The 

Director feels that assurance should be .given Yaticaii that Bfitisli ~nd 
- '--· - \ - ... -· 

American Governments would make arrarigemeritsf~r·maintehart6e and ear~ 

and transportation- of refµgees involved, in this con110ction, in the 

event the efforts of -the Vatican are successftii. 

DCR:GFIV 
'.fINANT~~=~;:~i ~-:t,'4;;f;;~;~;~'tk~::·\"~'-":':_--·· 

7-29-44 

CCI Miss_ Chauncey_ (For- the. Sec!.y), Abrahamson, AkZin,--BorensteiD, 
Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Gaston,· Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, ~l'an1!~ 
Mannon, Marks, McCormack, Pehle,, Sargoy:, Standish, Weinstein, 
Files -

. .... ,_r.' _: __ -- . - - .• 



.-;fi_ 

FROM& 

TOI 

NUMBl:Jh 401.X - .. , 
The tollowinr, mossage has bean received frorit Emeraon, IQl.'.ja 

QUOtE A message has been received recontl.y tro• o\U' 

representative 1n Ital~ which state1, in effect, tha~ there 

have bean discovered records which are now available in 

Italy and which give complete lists at names of more than 

15,000 individual refugees-•Yugoslavs who are not Jews, 

Jews, and other people--who have been, at one time or ano~he~ 

since the start of the war, in ltal7. ~o trace marif ot 

them now is impossible. Other data is available which givei 

the names of refugees at free detention places and ~hose 

held at certain camps at certain times. our representative 

suggests that notifioation ba given tho Axil autltorit1e8 

that th1s.1ntormnt1bn 1s in the possesaion of the Allhl 

and that due punishment w111 be inflictle~ Upf>~ .tl\Of~-..,-0-i.~ · .. •·. · 
- . - ~----:;~~J~:~~'?C.?:~--:{~~_:;.~.~.:._)_"!~;[.,'3~4;~;~°"::-... '_'· 

responsible tor the ill treat~ent or death or these ~eople. 

I em ref erring this matte~ to 1ou, since agreeNent )las 

been reached with Washington that the tield of action ot 

tho Inter-governmental Committ•e dOH not--oover-psjoholog1o~1 · 

action of th:l.s kind. B:lnce it would po111lbly be of spe01al 
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interest to the War Cr111els·t\Jb~~~ia'6., the 1ilt'orm,at1on> 

ha• also been sent to ~c_1l;.iht1~ J~gJ?,,~sn ott1ce •. UliQUOfE 

Please consul.t lieathcote-Badth, IGC Repre•entat1ve. It. 

possible examine records to deteraine their usetuine11 eithe~ tor 
~:. - ·:·'. .. -;·-~ .-: '.-_~ . ·. 

psychological purposes a's trid.ioated, or tor purpo1•aof 1n1~1atina 

action that might rasul.t in the rescue or relief or persons wboaa 

names and wheranbouta may be available. 

THI6 IS mrn CliliL . TO NAPLES NO. 36. 
( 

HULL 



FOR ACKEJUWDI 

The tolloving message baa been received trom :B:ra.erson, IGO; 

Q.UOTE A messe~e bas been received recent;l7 frOTll our J."8pl'll­
sentati ve in Italy which states, in effect, that there have lleen 
discovered records which are now available in Italy and vbioh giTe 
complete 11at9 of IW.mes of mofe than 15•000 individual refageel .... 
Yugoslan who are not Jewa, Jen, and other people - vho have been, 
at one timo or another since the star\ of the 'tnl1", in Ital.J'. To trace 
ll1aD1' of them now is impossible. Other data 1s available 11hich gins 
the names of refugees at free detention pl~ces end those held at 
certain camps at certain times. Our representative S1J6gests tba• 
notification be &iven the Axis authorities that this 1111;ormat1on is 
in the possession of the .Allies and that due punisblllent will be 
inflicted upon those responsible for the ill treatment or death of 
these people. I 8Jll referring this matter to you. alnoe ngreement baa 
been reached with Washington that the field of action of the Inte11-
govermaental eomiaittee doea not co11:er pBJ'chologlcal action of thia 
kind. Since it would possibly. be of special interest to the War Orime• 
Oolllll1ission, the information bas also been sent to the British Forei.gn 
Office. UR~UOTE 

Please consult Heathcote-Smith. IGO Representative. If possible examine 
records to determine their useflll.ness either for p11,7chologlcal purposes 
as indicated. or for purposes of initiating action that might reaul~ ill 
the rescue or relief of persona whose names aJld whereabouts 'J1J87 be 
e.Tailable. 

>< 
THIS IS Yll1B GABLE TO NAPLES NO • .36 

5100 p.m. 
July 20, 1944 

!.lias Chauncey (for the Seo •y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, lesser, l,!ann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Control Files 

(oas) 
A.Abr~sonams Jl/19/44 

. c...t...L--.- .<. >- ~ 
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~ARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

BA.S-437 
This tElEgram must bE 
pararhrasEd bEforE bEing 
com:-.u,.:. cnt:j to anycnE 
o-thEr t!:c.2-n n Go,_.:o:rnmEnt 
b.grnc7, ($S"'WOIEz) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

)< 

237, July 17, 10 a.m. 

~hE following is thE 

July 15 sEnt from RomE to 

-, 
I 

REc 1d '.!.0:25 a.m. , 18th 

1 
\ - -- l~fJ ('-7L (,~7 

• 1111. ,,, 1 If <:·, (/ 
DtVt<=:in..; ;;~~, 

.JU!. J 9 1944 
'.] 

!
1 OOmffiu~1l>A ''i:J·'>S ' 

substancE of a1 ~ 1tfrff';tgra1f datE.d 

/ IntErgovErnmEntal CommittEE 

on REfugEES London from thE CommittEE 1 s rEsidEnt 
I" 

rEprEsEntutivE in Italy, Sir Clifford HEathcotE Smith. 

'l'hE subjEct of thE tElEgram is thE saving of thE 

livEs of fo;.0 Eign intErnEEs in Italy notably JEwish whom 

thE G::rmans thrEatEnEd r1ith imminEnt dEportation and 

murdEr; and thE dEspatch of mErcy ship. 

(1) ThEIE haVE'Jbc:En discovErEd in Italy thE originals 
/ 

of GEiman official ordErs datEd April 22, 1944 1 by 

which all intErnEEs EXcEpt BElgian, Dutch, Norv1Egian, 

FrEnch, GrEEk, Ex-Polish and Ex-Yugoslav, WErE to bE 
j·. 

' 
srnt northward into GErmany(rEpEa t GErmany)concQ}t(t~t:~;O,t1';;.f~,;2}'?~4~~r,'.' 

camps. ThE ordEr stat Ed spEcifically that JEws of all I 
nationalitiEs prEsumably I'-'llian also wErE includEd. 

A. corroboration of this is found in thE fa¢t that. 43 

British Jn1s wErE thus suddEnly rEmovEd in J,pril at 

noon onE day at_ a fEw minutEs noticE to a GErman camp 

at Carpi 

-- 1,, 

____ _....__ ·~-·' 



237, July 17, 10 o. .m., f'rom Vatican 

at C['_rpi nE['.r ;:oLc:no.. 

(2) ThE r.1on::; trous .fo.c t thn t lo..rg E _ nu,mbE rs .ar:E-' 

dE portEd to GE rmany and U quida tE d i's disc losEd b:f. 

EvidEncE scarcElJ lEss complEtE. This f'atE mtist havE 

bEEn that of' thousands of mEn, womEn and childrEn ·f'rom · 

Italy alonE.. This bEstial carnagE should clEarly bE 

stoppEd f'orthwith if' this, without injury to thE war. !o";f'f6r::t" -

of thE AlliEs, can bE achiEVEd. 

(3) ThE sizE of thE problEm. ThErE should havE 

bEEn sixtEEn to twEnty thousand intErmEs today in 

rEpublican Ita~ SO it is EstimatEd, but including all 

Christians and an outsidE maximum of 5,000 forEign JEws, 

thErE may bE alivE today tht 'EunQ.Er 9,000 whatwith a 

largE scalE rEpatriation of' Yugoslavs and dEpo_rtation 

of' JEws and othErs. REpublican J;ta1y with hEr Fasd,st 

- - ' 
laws has dE nationalizEd all Italie.n JE:ws .$o:'tha't somE_ ~ .. 
20,000 11

Italian
11 

- JE\vs should bE addEd to. thE abovE .. 5--'<o_py_"~- ... ---"­
---.:-:-.:;:,,}!-.'~~ .. ~"-:~·~:/~--~~V;.~~"'""=-~--;r._-';' r- ~ -forEign JEws. 

(4) PrEsidEnt RoosEvElt initiatEd ._thE rEfugEE,.camp: 

f'or thE thousand statElEss pErsons now bEing shippEd f'rom 

Italy 



-3- : }23'7' July l '7 •. 10. a .m. I fr()~ Va.d.~an 
-.~ -

-_, _>;;·_._- - - ·;: i , . 

Italy to thE UnitEd StatEs. 
. -; 

bE ·approachEd to intErvEnE on bEbaif Cii:~hE.sE: 

in GErman camps and possibly for thii:i pu:t;>pbs~ 
. - ~- -_··. ~--.--.-:·· - _---~- .o,~>---

thE PopE, if thought advisablE, as inte:<i'mEd~a:ry? Lit 

suggEstEd thE Axis would bE askEd to dElivEr at a 

namEd port in thE North 1"tlantic all il}iErnEE; and 
~\ .... . . •. . - . ·.. . .. 

notably all statElEss pErsons. i A mErcy ship wp1J.ld:bE 

srnt to that port to collEct thEm: arid this ship·;:untii 

all had bEEn rEmovEd to safE ty 1 could carr;y: on 'a shU:ttlE 
\ . /_ .. _·_ ._·_· -. :' '.: :. . .. ·:·.. . .- ' 

port in libe:ra.te:.d Italy.: lf: thE: sErvLcE to somE ne:ar 

UnitEd StatES ,c:' AmErioa found ·it impol.itic p~6.;iJE 'f1 
trnporary homE f6r any of th(sE :i:'EfugEEs, thrn as ·.re:gar:ds, " 

thEir EVEhtual disposal thEy COUldbt kEpt~_pianytliousand. 

of the:m, in Italy and if rEquir.td thE~E couid b£ niride: 
- _: --. ~- -: ' 

availablE in Al~Eria sEvEr huge: camp·s • 

(5) If' thE inte:r-Go,ve:rnrornt~l Com~ithe: took a 

suocE ssful initiativE in this ope:ration this ~ould be: 
_ _ -~-~~~~;~~-~;~:/~4t?{.~~~\:.:L~1~~~~!f:":~1~:~f:.:~~ 

dire:ctly in accordance: with the EsstncE 'of'itl:r".mandatl:'.·· .-
··--:· 

which is to takE ~te:ps to prl::sErvE (rEpEat prEsErvE) 

and maintain rEfugE. Similarly re:scuE work: has pride: 

of placE for thE AmErican-War REfugEE board 0 -

(6) rhi~e:ci.iacy, 

••• ~7-- - • 



#237, Jul~' 17 1 10 a.m., from 

(6) ImmEdiacy of thf.. pr0blf.'.m. NEvf.'.r bE:forE: h~s · .· 

thErE bE ED SUCh a probabil. ~J Of SUCCESS i:lbr· SUCh • · 

urgrncy. It is ·clEar this suggEstion of mErcy ships is 

not original; thE quE st ion is whEthEr, this :i.s psycho.log;ic~l 
momEnt to try ngain. GErman policy of dEportat,ion· is 

wEll EstablishEd. If wE do not movE quic~ly'total. 

(rEpEat total) dEportation may bE carriEd out.; ·on thE 

othEr hand G.Ermany is now on thE dEfEnsivE and hard .. 
' ' 

prEssEd and has just dEclarEd this publicly arid ,frankly; 

This comparativEly small act of dEcEnt bEhavior ·which· 

incidEntally will saddlE thE AlliE s with SE'VEral .IJ10rt 

thousand mouths to fEEd may bE wElcomEd by thE GE~mans~ 

as an opportunity to gain somt gracE. 

(7) Suer- ss in this E lEvrnth h6ur attE:mpt~to savE - . _ _, 

EXtE rmina ti on SOtnE fEW thoudand li VE s might pt;'fuit la tEr 
- - - _.-

succEssful rEpEtitioh ElSEWhErt':. 
' ' ' 

( 8) lT O immE die. tE thrEa t • It , is si:g$~/~-~"~tf,li'bllit_'~~!->;;0'k':ic• , 

::· :":::::::~ ::~: ::1::0:::"~: :~:::~ :::·;tr ·.·. 
dirEct and that GErmany shouldbE informEd bE:forEhaild 

thE\.t WE 

, __ .;...'"-=._--;-- ~ 

·--·--~,,, 

~7· -

p:..o• 
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- --·-··· -- - .. ·_,_ . 

that wE hold thE namEs of ttit ma:j()J:;i{y ~r .. iilds?:;,J:iq(:wt'f,E: · 

intErnEd in Italy·. 

(9) This mErcy ship shggE stion fo;t'filEci<thE sub.jE:c°k .;, . 

of a talk I had with Myron Ta:rlor. Hi saidJB~~t hE; 

would EncouragE thE plan and would· cablE thE appropriate 

authori tiE s in \Jashingj;on accprdingly-. 

NotE by Myron Taylor: this idEa is. similaf, of\ 
. . ·- - -

smallEr scopE but morE dEf" ;ipE than onE discus'sEd by 
. .• 

PEblE, PrEs.idrnt War REfugEE J:loard, with thE '.PrEsidEnt's 

Advisory CommittEE at a lunchf=on mEEting in NEVI.York 

in April. ·.vhE thEr it is practical dEprn(ls on transpo'rtatio~ · 

and military considEration as, wE 11 ~s thE political 

fEaturEs involvEd. 

TAYLOR 

. . . ... 

---~=~~~~~~~~~-~~~;h~f~~¥;~~~t2~~~~~~;-:::.·:_.·-:·:- ~ 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DATEg 

~NUMBERg 4239 > -The following message 1s from R1egner by McClelland to 

the War Refu~ee Board for the World Jewish Congress" 

//In answer to your various nables regarding the situation 

of the Jews in Northern Italy, there is no change in this zone. 

With the aid of certain Jewish collaborators who remained with 

false identity paper! and also with the help of Catholic priests, 

~elasem is continuing its activities from Genoa. Notably 1n the 

regions of Emilia, Liguria, Tuscany, Lombardy and Piedmont is 

relief reaching the Jewso Joint is financing this work ade-
j 

quately. Rabbi Otto Lenghi 1s at hie poet in Venice and the 

recent news from Venice and Florence is satisfactory. In several 

other towns especially in Genoa9 Turin and Milan, arrests of Jews 

continueo The people who have been arrested are 1n prisons, ea:.. 

pecially prison San Vittore in Milan and in camps as follows~ 

San Martino di l'losignano, Monte Ferrato, Provig~l!~}~l~~~~~~~r·.,-"''· 

Cesareo, Province Parma; Wossoli near Carpi, Province Modena. 

When the camps are full the people are deported from them. From 

San Vittore, Milan, transports of deportees left !or Poland and 

Germany as follows; On December 6, 230 people and on ,Jaunary 30, 

556 people. ~1ve hundred and eighty people were deport~d frqm 

Fossol1 
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• 
on the 22nd of li'ebruary and the end of March, approxi­

mately 500 were taken away. Although specific details are lack-

ing, deportations have ll!Pntinued. Due to laok ot food and also 

to brutal treatment, the situetions in oamps 1s extremely bad. 

Penetration to the camps is permitted to neither priests nor to 

the Red Croes. With the aid of members of Ital1ari resistance 

movements, aid to the detainees must be assured. Because of 

more severe control by Italians and nermane at the frontier the , 

arrival in Switzerland of Italian Jews haa decreased recently, 

I am trying to initiate rescu~ action in Northern Italy in con-

" tact with members of Italian resistance, in agreement with Valobra 
.,!' 

and Salvatore DonatL Included in this program are the following: 

(l) the transferring of people in hiding to security zones such 

as the valleys controlled by Maquis to Switzerland or to the 

southern zone: (2) aid to detainees in camps in the provinces 

of Pia Cenza, Parma and Moden~. with assistance of resistance 

movements also; (~) preparation of liberation at the appropriate 

moment by force of det~inees in camps. An initial contribution 

of ten thousand dollars is needed for this program. Your urgent 

reply is being awaited/' _,. 

DC'R:MPL 
?/6/44 

HAHFIISON 

I ,, 
!: 
~ 
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JUL 12 1944 

n·ear Dr. Kubowi tzki 1 

The following oontidential mesaage for you from Mr, Riesner 
vaa received from the American Legation, Bern, under date of July 4, 19441 

· ... 

"In answer to your various cable• regarding the situation of the 
Jews in Northern Italy, there 1e no ohange in this zone, With the 
aid of certain Jew1ah collaborators who remained with fal•e 1dent1t7 
papore and nleo with the help of Catholic priests, Delasem 11 con­
tinu1nP. 1te act1v1ttee from Genoa, Notably in the regions Of lellia, 
Lit:Uria, Tusonny, Lombardy nnd Piedmont is relief reaching the Jewa. 
Joint io financing this work adequately. Rabbi Otto Lenghi ia at 
hie poet in Venice and the recent news from Venice and Florence ie 
satisfactory. In several other towne eepecially in Genon, Turin and 
Milan, arreete of Jews continue, The people who have been arrested 
are in prlsons, eepeci!'.ll;y prison San Vi ttoro in Milan and in camp• 
as followe1 San Mart.ino di Roaignano, Monte Ferrato, Province AlleaO 
aandria1 Cesareo, Province Parma; Foaeoli near OarJ!l, Province llodelia, 
'.'/hen the camps are full the people are deported trom them. lrom San 
V1ttore, Milan, transporte of' deportees leet tor Poland and Ge1'1118J17 
as follows1 On December 6, 230 people and on January 30, 656 people, 
Five hundred and eighty people were deported from l'oesoli on the aand 
of February and the end of March, approximately 600 were taken aw97. 
Although specific details are lacking, deportationa have continued. 
Due to bck of food and also to brutal treatment, the 111tw.it1one in ·· 
oaIDps is extremely bad, Penetration to the camps 1B permitted to 
neither prieeta nor to the Red Cron. ifith the aid of member• of 
Italian reaietance movement&, aid to the detainees must be assured. 
Because of more eevere control b;y ltal1an1 and Germane at the fron~ler 
the orrival ·in Switzerland of lta11nn Jewe hne de.crea••~,~~~tr"i-~t',.,.r'""'·. · 
am tryint-; to ini tlate reeoue action in Northern Italy in contact with 
members of Italian resistnnce, in agreement with Yalobra and Salvatore 
Donati. Inoluded in this program are the followings (1) the_traneter..; 
ring of people in hiding to security zones euch ae the valleys controlled 
by Maquh to Bwitsarland or to the eouthern zoner (P.) aid to detainees 
in camps in the provinces of Pia Cenza, Parma and Modena, with aeeist-
anoe of reaietance movement& also; (3) preparation of liberation at the 
appropriate moment by foroe of detainees in camps, An initisl contribu­
tion of ten thousand dollara la needed fol' thia progr&111. Your urgent 
reply 1• being awaited.• · 

Dr. A, Leon Kubowit1ki, 
Head, Reeoue Depar\ment. 
World Jewieh Oongra11, 
1834 Broadwq, w 

Yr:.ry. truly o·yours, 

-...ea11.w.t>e?A11 
f \. 

.. J~ :;·1. ?.ehle · 
~x~cutive ~irector 

Hew Tork 23, Bev To~k. ~ JilBTovl.eri agr,.. 7 .. 11 .. 44 .... . r ;._ 

. I 
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FROM: 

TO: 

DA'l'E: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REOElVEiD 
J - -

The Allied Oontrol 0oll!lll1aaion, Naple• 

The Secretary of 

April~ 
3590 

State, Washington 

~ ~j Zu-r €'- . 

- CONTROL COPY 
MurphyJ sends the following message. 

At the aug5eat1on of tne Combined Ohiefs of Staff a study 
I 

of the o1v111an relief problem 1n Italy has recently been made 

and completed by i>atriok kaun; Vice Pres16.ent of the lnte:r.C 

governmental Oommlttee on Befugees. With regard to non-Ita:l~n 

persona in Italy eapec1a.lly Jews, Malin although he found ar­

ran~.ements satisfactory for the relief of Italians, oons1deiitd 

that furtlHr steps should be taken with a view to ensuring the 

diapenaation of adeguate relief and to arrEllging their evacua-

tion or r3patriation where possible. 

'I'he followl.ng recommfJndat1ons which ACO and AFl!Q have 

approved are put. forw·ard by Malin to supplement the forego1n$z 

One. Sir Clifford Hflathcote Smith; late Britl,sh Consul 

General at Alexandl'i&, to be appointed as resident!·l'epresenta­
,.,, 

tive in Italy of IGOON refugees. 

Two. To wo1'k in ftaly under Heathcote Smith on the .1ssuanoe 

of !'el eetinct" 1mm1gre.t1on certificate's, the appointment of. a 

repraaentat1Ye of a Jew111h agency which th& Government of 

Palestine has approved. · 

Three. 
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frcm Napl~e 

Three. The e.uthor1 ties of France to be asked to accommo .. 

date euroe 7b0 Jewieh refugees in a camp established at Fedhllla" 

by UNRHA. 

Four. The present 'l).OU.cy of exoluding organizations 

other thHn Bri t5.sh aDd A1;1;r1c~.n from Italy Allied Red Groaa 

to oe uaintaineu. 

ru 

DCH; APL 
5/5/44 

UNSIGNED 

"'· 


