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Dear Mr. Goldemith1 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 

May 11, 1945, advising us of the necessity !'or postponing 

your trip to Washington. 

We shall be glad to have you aomEi in at some later 

date. Please let us know when you find it convenient to come. 

Mr. Samuel A. Ooldamith, 
Secretary, 
Jewish Welfare Fund, 
128 North Welle Street, 
Chicago 6, Illinois. 

Very truly yours, 

Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 

ri '. ";'\ 
~}.J ' EBT: inp 5/15/45 

•·'<!: 
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TECEPHONE 

OFFICERS ANp BOARD OF l;>IRECTORS 

JUDGE U. S, SCHWARTZ, Pre1idenf -JAMES H. BECKER, Vic:e-Pre1idenf HERBERT M. LAUT MANN, Trearurer . SAM\!~~--~;: Hb~iA:N~.: $~j,;~: 
GEORGE W. RABINOFf, Auot::lote_Ex.Kulive Dire_ctor HERZL F~IEDLAENDER, Auiltonl Secretary ALBERl D.:.1,ASk£R, ff~noror)' Dii:O~~~~ >-:::· ... :. -

JAMES H. SECKER B. E. BENSINGER L. E. BLOCK L. LEWIS COHEN A. EPSTBN MAX .EPSTEiN - A, R1C11>.R'D)·RA~~>- -· : .· 
MRS. JEROME J. FRIEDMAN JUDGE HUGO M. FRIEND RABBI SOLOMON G9LDMAN SAMUEL A. GOLDSMITH . BENJAMIN 'R.' HARRIS. 

MRS. WALTER E. HELLER • SAMUEL H. HOLLAND • SOL KLINE . HERBERT M. LAUTMANN . HARRIS PERLSTEIN • JUDGE.ULYSS_ES s. SCH,WA,r.i ~-~; i($E~z··-

Member Agency 

Miss Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D.c., 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

May 11. 1945. 

I have just received your letter of 
May 9th in which you graciously indicate that I might 
come to your office for consultation on Monday, May 14th. 

Unfortunately, illness at home and pre­
occupation with certain emergency problems here in Chicago 
does not permit my leaving Chicago at this time. 

I do hope that you will permit me to com­
municate again with you and to seek a convenient time for 
consultation later in the month. 

Cor~ly yo/~ ' . 

/~./7~. 
SAMUEL A. GOIDSMITH 
Secretary 

·-.,,_ 



THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND 
128 North Wellt.Btreet OillCAGO 8 

AIR MA.IL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 

Miss Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 
War Refugee Bi>ard 
Washington 25, D.c. 



'."'" - __ ;. 

' 

Dear Mr. Goldsmiths 

In General O' Thzy-er' s absence from the city, I wieh 
to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May l, 1945, ooricel'nirig 
the plans of the Provisional Inter-City Committee of the Jewish 
Welfare F\inds. 

I ohall be glad to have you come to 'f!W office in 
Room 2/J.0 of the Main Treasury Building on Uonde.y 1 Yay 14, 
for consultation. 

ur. Samuel A. Goldamlth, 
Secretary, 
Jewish Welfare Fund, 
128 North Welle street, 
Chicago 6, Illinoia. 

~ EBT:inp 5/9/45 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J'lorenoe Hodel. 

Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 

-v 

""6." - ....... 
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'.!" JUDGE ~~~~~~H: AR~:;:;;~~~:.odol• E .. ::.~~~;~;,~o~CKER, Vko·P~;':;~· FRIEDLAE~~!:~~:;;,:~~~,;~:zN· T"0

'"'"' ALBERi~-~ii:t!l:~~~~i~Sti/ < JAMES.H. BECKER · e. E. BENSINGER 1. E. BLOCK L: LEWIS coHEN A. EPSTBN. Mi..x EPSTEIN.. ·· .· J.: RJCHARD·FliAlii« .'·· 
MRS. JEROME J. FRIEDMAN JUDGE HUGO M. FRIEND RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN. SAMUEL A; GOLDSMITif. .. . BENJAMlti.'R."HARRJf 
MRS. WALTER E. HELLER • SAMUEL H. HOLLAND • SOL KLINE • HERBERT M. LAUTMANN • HARRIS PERLSTBN • JUDGE ULYSS,ES s.:scw,10,RTi_ ;··x K':sELZ···· 

; -; -~' _' _;: -
~· _c·. 

Member Agency 

Air ];!ail 

Brig. General William O'Dwyer 
~ar Refugee Board 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear General O•Dwyer: 

May 11 1945. 

/ As you know, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and the 'united Palestine Aopeal have, for many years, engaged in various works of relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction on behalf of Jews in Europe·· and Palestine. For some six years and until this .year, the· matter of rais.­ing funds and the distribution of funds was, to a large extent; -in the hands of an organization created by these two, and known as the Un_ited Jewish Appeal. The local com:rmmi ties throughout the country, however, established fund raising machinery through their Jewish Welfare. .·Funds. 
With the decision not to reconstitute the United Jewish AppeeJ., it has become necessary for the local Jewish ciommunity organizat~cins- (the Jewish Welfare Funds) not only to raise funds, but to decide on a valid distribution of funds. To be of mutual assistance in these r~ects, twiilve of the largest Jewish Welfare Funds have come together in a Provisional Inter.;. City Comnittee and are attempting to gather facts which would be of some assistance to the individual cities in helping them meet these, obligations:. 
In view of the part which the writer has ~l~yed in h~lping est~blish this co llabora.tion among the cities in question, he •has· been asked to ass:ist -in making the necessary studies. 

Because of the large influence which your organization" has 0n the actual and potential programs of the national Jewish age110ies -mentioned above, 1:t.J'f.o.uld ba..~ _nmQh app_r§l_Q:Lll..ted -~-an_oppoti;Unity....Jrer..e "df'ffib3' ... ~L ·• · to consJ:lt with y91,1_.QT_1>_0_1mrnn~A§l_l!_!gnat~.<!.!?Y. .... YP~~-Y."9,ur org~nizationi ~ . '!Would such consultation be possible, in your office, between the ~10th and the 14th of May? 

Ver~nce.rely your_s, 

4-.~I 
SA! L A• GOLDSMITH" 
Secretary 

P.S. In a. discussion of the proposed study with the Joint Distribution· Committee and the United. Palestine Appeal, it was indicated that informatiOli from your organiz~tion yroulg b~. e9u~ht ... ;. =-~-,~;,;:~~~:~)/'-"•};,di~"°/•\;;c;','c,.<,,~;*c;-1Bif!:f;;f~~c:;1 -----:_>~- -· -
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Mto. Joseph o. Byman 
.Amerioan Jewiah Joint Distribution C01111111ttee 
270 Ylldlaon Avenue 
New YOJ'k City. 16, Bew York 

Dear tfoet 

Ootober ao •• 19" · 

lion that the Jnhh l'felfa tnent · ~n the. "ENr• genoy OoJlllll.l.ttoe" has beon heued,. ~ d-upon W- pto.f•etf)r .J'ohan .J. Sllertenko who inaiate that we have l'in to a neotaillai'y progr'UI• He agreee that our etat'1Uent h ooi'teot a lt reft1'8 to ~dlr•ot r~ lief aotiv1t1ee overseas". On the other e inalata that th• &Mrgeno, Oomlttee baa been re119nsibl"'°~· lng 'blio oplpt,on :wliiob alone baa •de it poaelble tor .W.1 t~o ~ reaou ry and tno other Balbll atatea as well aa fl'om the it of Euro 

Be tells a ooDY1~i story, well doOW1ente4 with oOI'• reepondenoe fl'om various gOY ntal o oie.ls to prove that the milltanoy of the Bmergenoy o~_U.::'l)aa • ~t*- ble for J\tesident ROosevelt to hme the enouUve ord,r-oreat1ng the efllgee Board. i\n'thermore,. the progaoaa at Oswego, tho~. rk with ~u- American passports, the influence of the ~pe on the Bwigar a1tuatim'- utbvr suoh mea111u•u are all, aooording to Smertenko dire«,ti y traoe&bl o the propaganda oampaign carried by the Eiaerg•no1 OoDnittte during ~ese 15 the. You have iitard the atoey,. ·~ tM.fl ·l •e4 not dtltail 111 t\ltt~~--'--..___...... 
Saer\ellko in.ht• that we should retract our etat-.nt. to ilell the world that the1r propaganda 1110rk hae been eft'eotlve &lldhas ju.titled tts.lt olalms to support. · ··· ' · ··· · -

~dgff SohwaJ'ta and 1, with whoa hertenko hae talked, redi•• .· fully that the Emergenoy Oollllittee le tinged with polltloal and ldeologioal oonoepta ot which neither he nor I approve. We Hoognbe, too, that the au..­genoy Colllllittee h one of a aerlee of organ1cat1ona whlob have been .. Ht up b,v a emall group ot men tor pµrpoeea whioh Hem fal' reaoved from the obj~o111ve of the Emergency Commltt.... We know t\ll'thehl.Ore that the J.D.o. &Dd .. ot!Mr organbatiou su.pported by the Jniah_Welfare Fund tor overaeaa work oonetl~te tti• (clrc,e• work• 
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1ng on beh&U' ot Allel"loan hwey thru wbatuer ohalu1els arm Wiilh 'Wb&1;eve~ ... ~~~~ 
are neooHary to do the ;job. , , , ' , , · , ·, , ,··' " , 

.· . . 

...,•rilhelHa, •• an dbturotd and we would llklJ rout &•iiiitr '. .. ~ 
Hwranoe. We are f.J1 no poeltl.on to· eater lato a Hntro•eziq with th• iit•r«9Jltr · .. · 
OGllllllltilee on the "taota" whloh thq are l*'Hellt~ to ua. W. ~· 1aat&• ~·D•Q•, 
and the Other eetabliahed agenolea }lave been worklng wlth th4J i•n ....... 11 on ~•• 
var10\ls prograae aDd have had oonal4erable reap~lbility for their inltlati•ii · 
and oertalnly for their oont1nu94 ..apport. 

What do you .Uggeatt 

We are having a llffting of the Miah Welfare i'uucl Doa!"d on 
Wednesday, October 25th, to tell them what baa been bappe ng bid pre au.ably ti> 
reaffirm C)Ur present poe1Uon. Wouid you want to ptione e Sohnrta • franlcU.n 
3000 after you have ilvtn the matter further thought! 

thanks and kindest regarda~ 

c.c. 

.""'i' 
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A Statement IJm The Jewish Welfare Fund'-t Chicago 

OuR ATTENTION has been called to the current fund raising activities be­
ing conducted by the "Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe." 

We have consulted with the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, the 
Joint Distribution Committee, The United Palestine Appeal, and the other well 
established and responsible organizations which have been doing relief, rescue and 
rehabilitation work in the Jewish communities overseas. From this information we 
are convinced that the "Emergency Committee" is not engaging in any direct relief 
or rescue activities overseas. -

. __ -, 

Accordingly we _do not endorse the fund raising activities of the '"El11ergeney _ . 
tCornrnittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe." 

The Jewish community of Chicago is making its contribution to war relief and 
rescue work through the Jewish Welfare Fund. The Jewish Welfare Fund is a 
member of The Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago. 

October 11, 1944 

~··· 

THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND OP CHICAGO 

ULYSSES S. SCHWARTZ, President 

~-
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Member Agency 

Mr. Albert Abrahamson 
1530 16th street, N. W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Jim: 

2 8 N 0 RT H 

TELEPHONE 

arrive this morning. 
Acknowledging yours of October 9th, which did 

We had a phone call from Joe Hyman the day you 
phoned me, reporting that the name of the War Refugee Board was not 
to be used but that he was willing to let us use .the J.D.C.•s name, 
if the U.P.A. agreed. U.P.A. did agree, so the statement is.in print 
and will be mailed to a 35,0<X>list this week. 

We made several changes in the original·draft 
in the course of discussion and copy of the revision is enclosed•~' 
Actually it was approved by our Board, by mail, with even the conserv­
atives accepting the idea and only two objectiona, one of which was re~ 
solved in the revisions. · 

Now for the battle. 

CC: Mr. Joseph c. Hyman 
Mr. Henry Monter 

Cordially, , 

G m-. RAJlrn6F1i. Astita~~ Executive' Director 

. J.~.' ... 

:· ~ 
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Save the 
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Our a tention has been ca ed to the current fund 
ing conducted b the Emergency Committee to 

of Europe' 

We have o~~sulted th the ;J;li<eolaenb'a 'A'ti.1 Re:Pttl!l88 •-tjl~.nwl 1 

~. the Council of Je\xish E derations and Welfare Funds, the JM_,,,,,.,. Jvif_-'' 
Joint Distribution Commit~e, and the other well established and ,; /.-"'jfY>·'"' ~­
responsible organizations hich have been doing relief, rescue./"' jJ 
and rehabilitation work in the Jewish communities overseas.~ 
are convinced that the Einer ency Cammi ttee is not engaging in ~1 

,,l.vJ ,__,r .. relief or rescue activities Itil fiRllR"eh l etabomonb. shom1 ~ 
ppagtio&lJy ell ,pf!.J.$e 1ffthi6Y*!§ bo:htg s;p&ll't.s#QJ: QQJren+e•m~ rniw 
pnhli Ai iwfl. 

Accordingly we du not endorse the fund raising 
activities of the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People 
of Europe. 

The Jewish oommuni ty of Chicago is making its 
contribution to war relief and rescue work through the Jewish 
Yfi.lfnre Fund. The Jewish 'l'elfure Fund, which supports the 
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and Palestine, 
is a member of The Community und War Fund of Metropolitan Chi.;ago. 

October 3, 1944 

THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND OF CHICAGO 

u. s. Schwartz• 
President 



-"·• -~-~-2-:;;;:~;~ o_ -. 

/ 
! I 

Dear Judge Sohwartz1 

September 30• 191,4 

I am happy to have your letter ot Sept911ber 
28th. Although I am not ;yet an old•ttmer• % &gree 
with the verd1ct that it was. an exceu.. --~ ... 
In .taot• it was the best arr~ and .. · best P1"ft9ntecl 
progi-am that l ha'i8 ever heud at satbe:r!np ot thta 
nature. l'ou aQd your cci1labol'atora are certrd.n:b'· 
entitled to a citation ot lllerit., 

I appreciate ;vcmr suggeat.iclJl that l l°'* ;vau up 
the next time I aa in Ohioago. l shall cart~ do 
ao. I hope that the next time YOQ Wlll not hava to 
adjourn court to receive •· 

Please give my best wishes to Jira. Schwartz aDll to George Rab1nott. 

Judge Ulysses s. Bcln!'artz 
Supe.riol" Court o.t Cook County 

~ - Chicago,, Illinois 

A. Abrahamson 

' . -·:·_·_-·_., _______ ,_ 

. . .. ~-- .. r~~~ .. ..:.-'~~ 
. ·i' 



~u:p:triltt' (!]:tntrl .Of Qfltlt.lt <!f~ 
3iilv1rnJ?11 ,j: ,j.i:(war.tz, JJ.u.b-g.c 

Jin QJ1ptmhl'f'll 

Mr. Albert Abrahamson, 
War Refugee Board, 

OJ.lfi.l!'U:.!Jxt 
September 28, 1944. 

Executive Office of the President, 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Abrahamson: 

I have written the Secretary telling him 
about the results of our meeting. The old­
timers say that it was the best meeting of its 
kind ever held in Chicago. Both le~d 
ch..e.L:ka--.hav.e .• already .. c.o:me. • ..in_.~J!iJ..!!.-'% .... ..,<!.!~ 
result q;e'. tP:e. :rg~ej;J,n~ •. · .. Many people have 

~~li~~~·~c~~t-~. %6~\Ai!'~Kf~N'C}_%~~{~~~~~.~~~~~n 
a fine :t,m.p.:r~ssion. · .,. ... , ........... " ..... _,_,.,"'~"~·,~~...,. 
~.... .. / 

llclub 
Al.~o our little party ~t :PlJ.e •. S.~an-4,Q.r,d 

wil"! be P!'Qductive of the resu.lts we· expected 
:r_6r it. 

Let me thank you for the great help you 
were to us, and I hope that our paths will cross 
frequently in the future When you come to 
Chicago be sure to look e up again. 



· .. ~. c)/ v 

September· 30• .1944 

l have · sCllfteWhat lost track of our cornapoDaenoa 
and telephone calls of the past few weeks. lJIQ · 
that at least I on you a personal. note ot thankf tar 
1'0'¢1! CQUrteey and hospitality during my etq bl 
Chicago. !hia ie it. 

The Seoretar,y baa received Dice letters from LQeb, 
Judge Schwartz, J~ Becker, and Bl.mer Stevena. fhe;y' 
are all appreciated. 

, I 
The reoO?'dlng of the Seoretaey•s spee9Ji ls llOlr 

here and we plan to play it to IJQme of the.people Sia 
the buildlag ear~ next week. It Bllow ~a not J8t 
received thanks from Shaeffer, w:l11 you pleaee tel.1 ldll 
that we appreciate hie going to the bother· o£ obtaitf.ng 
the transcriptiOl'l. 

I 
I called Gerson Friday mornil:lg and he told me. the;r1r· 

thought it u1nadv1sable" far the Secretary to appear ora( 
the eleventh. He is writing me a letter which. W1U i 
probably explain in detail. Jn a wq, . I am uot unliappt 
at the outcome. ~ meeting after the Chicago one "°"14 
be an anti-cUMz. . 

. Please give my best wishes arid thanks tO y~ gocd 
., wS.te. . . 

1r. George w. Bab!noft 
i Aesoolate lnoutift ·Dlreotor 
Jewlsb Welfare fund 
128 lorth Wells Street 
Chicago, DJfnoJ.a 

Cordi~, 

A.A~~. 

/ / 1' 

/. 

-~-•• ,_( ;'~: --d -~· 

/' 

1/ 

V. 
\ 



TO 1 .. r. Pehle 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATiON 

DATE September 28, 1944 

FROM J,;r. ;,. braham ~on 

Ym' '':ill recall tL&.t on Monday of this week, September 
25, the Secret&ry expressed interest in the possibility of. 
addressing a meeting :i.n St, Louis similar to the one he 
addressed in Chica.go ?n September 21. After our conversation, 
I t0lephoneq George Rabinoff in Chicago and he sent a letter 
to ;;}uJ!luel Gerson in St,_Louis, A copy of the letter is 
attachsc~. 

Thfa morning I telephoned Gerson and he told me that · 
al·:Loust they irnre extrerrlGly appreciative of the possibility 
of Laving the ..Jecretary speak, both the War Fund people and 
the Jewish Federation people at separate meetings decided 
tlw.t it would be 11 inadvisable" to have a meeting of this 
nature on October 11, 

Gerson is writing me a letter in which he may explain 
the reasoning behind the dec:i.sion, 1ly own guess is that 
they already have a well-developed plan of meetings in advance 
and that at this date it is impossible to insert another 
meeting without jeopardizing the effectiveness of the entire 
campaj_gn. 



-

SEP27·•19N 

It was good of you to send me your friendly 

letter of September 23 and to write 8UOh Dice. 

tb!Jags about the Viar Refugee aoart1 and about 

lllJ'88lf. For our part, we ant to thank you tor 

all the courteaies you extended to Oil!' people 

when they were in Chicago. .A.coord1ng to JSJD 

Abrahamson, you and your atatt did a beautiful. 

Job in -1d,ng all the arrangemente. 

Sinceraly YOUl>a, 

fSigned) J.W. Pehle. 
J. W. Pehle 
Executive D~eotor 

Kr. Georse w. Rabinoff 
Assooiaie Eicecutive llirector 
Jew1,f5b Wellare li'und of Chicago 
128 North Wells Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
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TELEPHONE C E N t R A -L 

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

JUDGE U. S.-SCHWARTZ, Preiident JA-MES H. BECKER, Vice-President. HERBERT M. LAUTMANN,' Treo•urer 

GEORGE W. RABINOFF, Auociafe Encutive_Dire~lor HERZL FRIEDLAENDER, Auidant Sei:retary ALBERT o."-µSKE~;-Honorary Dtrer:t~r --.-·.- ; 

JAMES "- BECKER s. E: BENSINGER L. E. BLOCK L. LEw1s COHEN A. EPSTBN MAX EPSTBN -- 'A. RICHARD FRANK'' · -
MRS. JEROME J. FRIEDMAN JUDGE HUGO M. FRIEND RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN SAMUEL A; GOLDSMITH 8-ENJAMiN R:-HARR1$ ,-.-
MRS. WALTER E. HELLER . SAMUEL H. HOLLAND . SOL KLINE . HERBERT M. LAUTMANN . HARRIS PERLST8N •. JUDGE ULYSSES s. _SCHWARTZ • -A. ·It-Seiz .. 

Member Agency 

September 23, 1944 

''r, -J0hn ";, Pehle, Executive Director 
ar Refur;ee Soard 

Sxecuti ve Office ')f the President 
~ashin~ton, n. c. 

You 0'1;sht to h<'ar directly from 
the !':xecutive Office about w:tat happened at the Jewish 
Welfare Fund Feetinr; the other night. 

Al though you weren't there, you 
and the ar Refugee 'loard were very m1toh in the eyes of 
the more than 2,300 people who made up the audience. 

·I:'.~ A':irahamson played the modest 
role and dtd no public appearance, but the fact remaihs 
that· not only The Secretary but eyerybody else on the 
speakers ,ola tform made frequent reference to T,he VJar Refugee 
Soard and periodically the reference was !"einf'.orced by 
callinr_; yo11r naPJe directly. 

All in all, it was a grand meeting 
and we are all very much encouraged by the program of yciur 
Board and the opportunity we had to bring it before our 
Chicago people. Thanks for the role you are piayihg in 
the Process. 

L­
i 



Mr. Samuel Gerson 
Jewish Federation 
1220 Chemical Building 
St. Louis, Missouri 

September 25, 1944 

(\ 
'\ ! 

____ _;_\ 
,/~_Ji 
~-- l 
----~,, 

--·-, ", "-
//---- '\. I v 

Y:iu may have hee.yd ~/~eorJ\y Morgenthau wae in Chicago 
le.et week for a meeting of our Jewis~~elfe.re:~ d, in oonneotionwith the 
War Fund Campaign. It wae a very dra~'t_io ~ ormance all the way around, 
with Joe Hyman and Rabbi Heller epeakirt~f6 their respective organization• 
and the War Fund movie 11Mem~o-Uoe'' wi tll~e War Fund President to round 
out the picture• We had .a/ er-a~~~ed 140 peopl. e. in the early evening 
and followed immediately f, ha maea'~\'\eting tended by 21 300. . 

Dear Sarni 

This waJ becretary M r!i?enthau'e first appearance on a Jew­
ish platform in many yea~,~nd both ~7land we were thrilled at the reaction 
to hie performano.e.-__ "-_ , ___ ___../ 

.---···-.? --~~----~·/ 
l , Jim Abre.hamaon, who you wi 11 remembin as an Executive of 

the N.R.S., d11 now with m \'l'ar Refugee Board and in that connection worked 
with The sedr~tary on th s assignment and spent two days with U:s here last . 
week. He ju~t .. phoned me rom Washington to te'.1.1 me that The Secretary might 
be available 'f._o~~ epeaicJ; g engagement in St. Louie on October 11th, if it 
can be of the Slllllfl..gone'fal character as the Chicago ooce.sion. The Secretary 
has meetings in connection with the War Bond drive in Chicago on October 10th 
and in New Orleans on October 12th, so that a stopover in &t. L,ou~s :o~ Ootpber -. 
11th wouldibe feasible. 

If you can work up a meeting with or for The Secretary on 
October 11th, Jim suggests that you wire The Secretary as quickly as you can 
and the chances of a favprable responae are good. 

·~ .- -,- -

CC: !'.r. Albert Abrahamson 

Co•d~ your•, 

GEOR] W. zt...BINOFF 
Asso\:tate Executive Director 



Mr. Charles ?. Shaeffer 
Office of the Secretary of 
Washington, D. c. 

September 23, 1944 

the ,'.1.!i'eaa_ury 
.~/ ,,...,...,-.......... ··\. 

// \ \ 
/ ·' I I 

·_//' r// / 
·\~., . ·~ Dear Mr, Shaefferr 

·,.::·.,/~·:./· 
' , 

. ,.-:-,;:_Vllilm., the'a(~its are passed out 
for the meetin~ ¢th The 's_e~'etar~he other night, 
you are one of/the guys th~l would be overlooked. So• 
I am sending Y,ou this peraofl 1 note to tell you that 
I appreciated e help you/. ve us in keeping in touch 
with Th~-~-~.ore 1'.~ and e 'J i ting the several phases of 
the. progP41!}' in wR~ _\JAfere concerned. 

Thanks. 

CC 1 Mr. Albert Abrahamson 

Sincerely yours, 

OE ~' RABINOFF Ae~a~e Executive Director 



September 2_3, 1944 

J 
Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director ~'\."'-· 
Viar Refugee Board ,,,--_ , '> 
Washington, D. c. . ,/' Exeouti ve Office of the Pr~/e/;Ji_s1e'Jt"--)''·····>)\.. "'-· 

<."'." / /' Dear Mr. Pehle 1 ', ', / /' 
'· .... 'v /' 

I~::~~.'-., ""---~ 
i ,/ Yoll<~}ht ~ear directly from 

the Executive qffice about ~ t happened at the Jewish 
Welfare Fund '-'ie~ing the ott, . night. 

____ \ > '·· A;,d~gh you weren 1 t there,. you 
and the,,..JY ... r.;Ref\1gea.)!oaf~r.i'l very much in the eyes of 
th~. more than 2,300 people who made up the audience. 

·i (\ Jim Abrahamson played the mod.est 
ro~e. and did nr:/ .tmblio appnrance, but the fact remains 
thR~'~ot onlY./T)ie Secretary but everybody else on the 
epeak~re~~P6rm made frequent reference to the War Re.f'ugee· 
Board aiiaperiodioally the reference was reinforced by · 
calling your name directly. 

All in all; it was a grand meeting 
and we are all very much encouraged by the program of your 
Board and the opportunity we had to bring it before our 
Chicago people. Thanks for the role you are playing in 
the process. 

Sino~'l' yours, 

GEOR • RABINOFF 
Aeag ate Executive Director 

-ec: 'fr. Albt>1•t Ahrai1amsoi1 



CHRISTIAN SCII ~E MONITOR 

·/M~rge~thari,.)J~clr~;'.if tj~~'.,p\1f~·h:·.·· 

! cm~o.!?.1~~~a!~,.~~t~J~~~~'~r~ 
i War Refugee Board,. in its. eight the Governineiit an1fpi·1..,i(ie·ag!fn:i . 
;.months of existence, has partici" cie·s,•he•added: ..... _:..c·.\·';": .. '. 
j pated in the rescue of· thousands "With,tlle.)iberati<;>ri.o,f ;Europe/~ 
; of persecuted per~ons from eneiny Mr.: Morgenthau,'decla1·ed> !'there: I 
countries, Henry Morgerithau, Jr., will be. an e_veh more):ompel)ing 

: Secretary· of.: the Treasucy, .said n_eed.for Uiesi! services:.'I'll~:acti~i~ 
'yesterday.. . . · bes ofthe War Refitgee'Board .are 
· In a talk prepared.for 'd<1livery war"rela~ed and are·confiried·prb 
to the Jewish Welfare Fund .to be- ·ma,rily .,t<> ,th;,. r~sq'ue of ·r.~f.ugees 
gin the Community and War Fund from enem:l!' .,cou.ritries~ When;t)}e' . 
Campaign, Mr; Morgenthau, a w. oppressors ·ha vii. been. ove.rt.hroWri/ 
R. B. member, said the W. R. B. the liberated' piloJ>~es"wilt"!Je.}11. 
had participated in the evacuation desperate n,eed,. iif :sustiman,ce, arid; . 
of refugees from the. Balka.ns encour(!gement..: ';. .. · ·: ... ·" . ·/:,•. 1. 
across the Bfack Sea to Palestine, "Beyond the'·help whiCh.,vill'•be 
or over the Pyrenees to Spain and given to tliem; by tlie•:military au~ 
Portugal, and in the relief of many thorities;. Uni.led.• N"atlons Reliet 

who had .t~en sanct.ua,ry in· Sw. e-. an. d. Reha·. bi. U·t.· a .. tio. ri.·A .. · d·.· m. ·.· ... ,· •. n .. i· s·. t.r·a··. t. Io ... · n1 .. den and Switzerland, . , and. the Intergovernmental., Com-

tThe board has c operated in mittee on Refugees,:, there ,V(ill".b 
tabli~hing r camps in a·great need'for.th~.kit)d)>f.~aj: 
frica, he said, and emergency whiq!1 only·vo.lu···ntary:ag. l/jl~i~s:·c·a · 
fugee shelter at go, N. Y. Pl.'ov1de.".... . · _, · .. : '.,.·, . · :'-. · · · :·· ·' 
The board's work ~~-been ca:r~ -- .... - " ---



.§!tpl'rhtr <!j:.tntrl .of (!f.o-q.lt ~ 
3lt4!1n1.e11 ff§. ff§.cltntitttt:JJ.lW'iw 

JJn QJ.lptmhu: 
OJ.lfb:-tt.g.o-. 

September 22, 1944~ 

Mr. J, W. Pehle, 
Executive Office of the President, 
Wa:r Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

" .. -.-, 
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... ••.•.. ).··'.····.:··7•_ ·"~-~.!_•· .. ~· .. ·. ~~. 3:;,!t{;~.~:;.;,;•;~ 
- - - -_J_-=:-··-.··. 

WAR· REFUGEEB;Mro, __ • ··'.; ;:·. <:;!/·: ;(. •{;~~:;,>.·~> 
. Executive Offic~ of the I'tcisidilrit' :~ .> .< .: J'l' .,;•;; 

·<;-~·/ ·:·-. . ~- .... ~-: ._-._-·;".,'.'_-,_ ·.:, "'>'·'-" 
:'_- .. ~~:-:_'-~_-,; -.. ~ ·-· -,..- :,- ---- _·._x:~-~--';·:- ::_·~r --·-:·:/Y:-.· 

.Washington :::-:..:>:·.~-:·,"' - - -~ .. >-t•• 
-- ,;::·~~~-~~~->> .-: -·. _;, ->:~-'.-·> ,o~·'~_-:: ::~: 

:,:.:_; i~ J:·::;-: _-,,~<- ~-\'-! ,.:-~ ~:-~}:~\;·~~~ 

RELEASE:No}i4/ ... ·'· ·. · .. <;;:;. ;~:' ·>if: 

(The folloW:i.ng address by SECRETARY MORGEx~iHAu,>~-,~ecibJ;<· ;_' ( . .,. ,.c•··< •.. , §'/ 
of the War Refugee Board, before a mass meetfag 9f.':tife . . .. · . ·· . ··_ 1·/:s;_:;:: 
Jewish Welfare Furrl to inaugurate the camp1!.i-gn of tho <;~.' ;'/·;·_:_,.;_ :_i_·•.t.0.• 

Corrununity and War Fund of Metropolitan Chic<!goi at-tJ1€( ... ;!'' 
Stevens Hotel, is scheduled for delivery at 9:00 P~M.;) .:<t·: )\ 
Central War Time Thursda Se tember 21 19 · . a.nd is·-\' \iJ:f 
for release at that time. · ~ 

' '. ·-:.-_,:~<--;/>c 

A readiness to help ono'-s felloi.'f-men has al:vi~Ys ·b~e~ ~ . ___ .. _,.··:.>.--<---_, __ :1. -~:'·----· 
of the kind of civilization which we ·are now waging \var to· preserve·/::• • .-, . .... , · -

Never has there been more urgent need for it than now. when thf3:eM<<#' ... ···· ·· j 
tho 1'1ar is approaching. For we shall be able to ina1ce ·our viCtory'. f(3il,lc; ·\\: :·' 
only if we succeed in binding tip the world's woUrids,, 'only.i;t':we.cab.< · ··;_·f. ";, 
relieve and heal the terrible suffering which tho war hlis caused; '.;., )' •. y ··;: :'>> 

This special meeting of tho Jewish Welfare Fund, H.i desi'gP,8d_'J,6 ;; <.C > ,- · 
encourage the Jewish conmunity otdhicago to give its:ge1}E.ircllis suppoi·V .. ; c·; .. , , 
to the Community and War Fund of the Metropolitan area~ .. Tho Jows,9f. :;-> , ~· " .{•; 
Europe, who have suffered so terribly from Nazi savagery, ha.V:c:'13J;lc9ia1>, • " .. ·. >,.; 
need of your help. It vr.Ul be heartening td them ·to ltn\">vf;tha;f:ifi. th:i¥i ·. ,:. J>·.: 
community, far away from the tunnoil and _de$truritiori of the wal,'j 'Jews :c, · > 

a.'!d non-Jews together are striving to. a~sist· th.um•:-; .c.. ,, · .,:;, ;,:c _. \>' •;.;;.· · \.·,t 
- '.-.-,." --·_.,.-, All of you Who share in this g~eat: effort hflYc:l. c~u~e~ f'6f:gi:&fi:$i.:,t> · 

cation. There is sanethi
1
·ngtJ.ost,.T thin]_<, iftnen·t<W~.._depr,ived1c 1.'bf~t1e;· . , <:.J · 

privilege of landing, vo :un arily,. a h.olp:jJlg hand- o:vhe}r f'o .ow~rii$ 

and to tho causes in. which .they believe. ·In a d.Gffiocracy t.liQ:to must- .. > : < . ! .. 
always bo room for tho volunta:ry. participaticn1 ofii11diyiduals banding 
togother to meet tho problems _ 6f society. Chai:i;W,· 'like 'metcy; is :' · 
twice blessed. 11 It blessothhiin: .that ·gives and him: '\;hat" tak#s!il'' 

_·. -- .- : .:~;;-.--:_~, <-:-.:-~:~ 

Fund raising efforts .. such as , ~he one. which you a1~e riC>w tiride~:t'a.king>' ·. ·:, 

do more than anything else to give us a sense 61' human solidar:i,ty~ : " .. 
Their benefits, when they are directe::l to rieeds at home~ do much 1;9 . . 
improve the morale and physieal well-being of· our people .and. thus m1*e · · 
our coi.mtry stronger ..,. i:h peace· as well as in war.. When these' benefits 
are directed overseas, they help<t() preser'ye the concepts for whicl1 :w~ . 
are fighting - human, decency and dignity. They keep ·alive the vaiues< 
of our civilizat:lori. - · · · · · · 

·-:,. 

i 
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r~ 



••••• '- :·:>-.:. 
·-. /:'- :.~· '.--·: .. :'_·,•.'-_·· :._.-~. 
·- -·. '•'...- :-.•;-;,-.· -· 2- • ;;: .-· :=o~~;'.:\ .: ·. ·~·-:::-:,'::-_.•.· ~- _ ... _.::.:·.::.< 

Privat8 agencies, sucli as those that make up the trnite~ Jexd-~1r .. ·-'~· • :. ~-~·(, ;~ · 
Appeal, administering funds voluntarily contributed:, have fo!:mariY;. fear~_;: ·• .~; . } 

been carrying on important programs overseas, furnislti11g r13sc11_e;:•rE;i_li¢.r- .. -:. -.. ' ... : ... ·.• .. ".:.:~.-. 
and encouragement to millions. of persecuted and im:pove:rishOO, peopl~ irl : . ,, _ 
Europe. lie know that these activif'ties have.done mtucfhNto?odlst?r·tthde~r, ''_.':.f.·.:,;_ .. ' .. '.'.P; 
will to live and to ca:rry on. Re ugees coming ou . -o ... ·. az1-~ om1na e . · 
territory have testified that it has been a source of great strength to·· 
them to know that America ca:res about what happens to them . .,. and car~s -. 
enough to do something constructive in their behalf. · · 

... ·,. 

My conviction in this regard has been strengthened by. the whole -
of my.experience with the War Refugee Board, established_ eight months 
ago through the vision and humanit,arianism of President Roosevelt• '.It 
is my privilege to share membership on the Board with Secretary Hull · 
and Secretary Stimson, and to serve with its Executive Director,· 
John w. Pehle. -

In creating the Har Refugee Board, the President declared: "It is' 
the policy of this Government to take all measures within its ·power to 
rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of'< 
death and otherwise to afford such Victims all possible relief and 
assistance consistent with the successful prosecution of the war,..:" 

With a small staff in 1'1ashington, with a handful of,able representa­
tives in strategic neutral countries, the Board has carr:i,13d 6ry a pos:t of 
activities in relief, in rescue, and in psychological warfare:; !l.lL ·' 
designed to save the lives of persecuted peoples. -

Life-saving in an occupied country during a war is ri.ot.~·simp1e 
matter. All over Europe the Board has carried .. oh its · vrork· 'with the .. 
great care necessary ii~ such complex operations. It has.participated 
in the rescue of thousands from the Balkans across the Blcick Sea to -. 
Palestine - in the rescue of many over the fyrenees. to cari:d thl"ciugh~ . 
Spain and Portugal - in the relief of many weary victims of·Hitleri s , .· 
persecution who had found sanctuary in Sweden arid Switzer:land•>. If·I1as 
cooperated in establishing many refugee camps in Afdcci. and; tltrci-.igh_ 
the President Is leadership, an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Osviego,> .. 
in the United States. It has taken the lead in sending food pa:Qk£J,ge13: 
from this country to helpless internees in European camps. ~ ±ii the. · 
Hungarian crisis it took many steps which undoubtedly helped stay the 
deportation of Jews and relieve their condition~ It has used all the 
old techniques and invented scme new ones. It has applied them Bll 
to the saving .of human life. 

In all its operations, the Board has worked in the closest .. 
cooperation 'With private agencies. Many of.its programs in relief 
and rescue work . have. utilized the personnel, the fjilld::; and the ex..:' 
perience of those private agencies in which you a:re particularly 
interested and which you are supporting. In addition, it has. had · 
the warmest sort of support and assistance fromnumerous.nori;..,Jewish 
organizations - the American Friends.( Service Committee, the .Unitarian 
Service Committee, the Inter):l_ati\)na~L Col11!!1i:f:.tee .of ·t.l1~>Red. Cf~~.f! .. }!tic!:· •. •_..;.C 
many-others; -•-_:•'-''-'•·'. · •.-... ·- · -..• , .. -. ..,.,_., .. , ..• _ •• , .. _<····--· •. ..,.-....... ··~ --

_ j 
!­
! 



'..:..- . 

. ·' -· ~- _-.- -~ , -:-o;.>~ ·:.~·~~/~~:--~·;:~~:_!~:-~~,-~:-;;/-~~'-;~-~ :?'·- ; -.. · -

· · •--•·---·•·•·-· ; ·-__ ···:;_._ ~-;~{:.·i~~~-nii<:·/J :- _;~t·;_::;.; _:~'.?: _··· ___ . 
:-·: ... - ·~ ~:.~:. __ .. : -,'_--. e-_: :"~~; --·:y ... -. ·-:·.-:~,, -~~;}/;: , .- "·:· .. ·: ·c.i-k/;r·:~r.~ ..... -

,.f·i(-: "/; ; ,. ... ···;>>' ' ... . 

The rescue operations _from t~m Balkari~··wci.re:;:~tliaiiy;::c·r@:{~.,"-dJ1~_:;;)i~Y~f-;; 
by the Jewish Agency of Palestfoe and the jofo:t·nistri!Jtltion;C6rfunitt&a;?f'>•":·\ • ,, . 

~~:t~{~!11~a-=~~-~~em~{ ~;e~~~ P~~i~d~tf•th~~!~6i?~~~h~~d~·~i~~f~fffii_'.\W0 .•. _, •. ·_'.:p··. 
these activities might have been "toci _ li ttl~ ; aricliJo o ~at;. ~I•· . ·· • ·. ,:<. ·. ·:/( .-~ ' :~?t?t.;i. ___ ;,}_' ___ ,_:_f.:.,_· 

Some of you may wonder why the work_ ·q.i tht{-1Var R~_fJge·~:~-~_B·d~riJ.-~~.~~-~-;:;·.~ ·'· '··· ; ... 
not been carried on and financed exclusively by··the Goyernment• .. t~;,· '., ~-·· .• ~L~!_g 
me explain why I think it better tpat :i,t vras dorie•jo:i-I\tly l)y.:'.bbt,b./ .. ' :' , 'X\;1;: 
private agencies and the Government. . . _:. ' :~_-; · : :/.·,·. >;;' 

When the Board was first estab~ished, it wa~f-~b_Viqt~~ ·tp:q.:t~ sp.ee<;.r ·;. -.- :·-.:~.~-~>·· -~:·,:·t 
was essential. Millions of unfortunate people were in ·danger of ; · ._'.NO< : ,· <~ 
sudden violent death or denortation. The pace -of the war indicated ' , c- it 
that sudden military and diplomatic moves were impending~ The-rew~~-: '· ': o' {; 
the terrible prospect that· in the last days of his con-t,rol, ·Hit.ler;~ \?. , . . .. ; .-·. ; ;_: h 
would suddenly undertake new measures o:f,' persc;icution ,arid exterrilinii,t:i;ori~~ :.; .;._··. . '· 
It was imperative that speedy machinery be emp],,oyed•. >·· •\(}'. 

In the light of this situation, the Board decided;t~ r~1e but, ··> • ; .· ,>-,{·if" 
wherever ~ssible, all plans and dev:i,ces that involved 'imgue d€lay.: · .. · -.·.··-.··_._·_; __ , :>··.·.·,_,··.·.·_._:.•_•_.-,·_-_._.·.=_._·_·.:;_:•_:_-_1{'.

1

,·•.· __ ._.·:···.·.· __ : It was quic apparent that there were honorable, sea,s6ned private 
organization in this field who were equipped with everything except. : ,. · 
the ldnd of support which could come only from· the Gove~nmerit of:the .: • •:, ·'T 
United States. The main ingredient that was lacldng was a :vigq;rous . ·· ·-.·· •Jgi{~ii,.,. 
;~:~~~~~\~s:oiicy by this Government, anr:lits;.~PP=ica~iop ·ih aiq. · < ·:; ·_<• ,·.n;·f 

It seemed perfectly logical'that a r~J..atio~ship sh6uhl'_be · ··. ·~·~ .:·; . /'} 
established between the private agencies arid the Gov<:;lrnment •fo order· ' , : . ,. f 
that the maximum number of lives should' fo saved in the inin:Llriuni. time~ > · ··'·i 
For its part the Government could ccritribu-(-,e th~ W(\iight.of its prest;ige; · · :'.i: 
its diplomacy, its communication channels, its licensing .an<;itranspor'P~+' ':·i :-,!J 
tion facilities - wherever these did not :tntcrfore with t,he tllinh:ing, of\.·· ·; --- •• _•,, .. '1_1_._ .. _' 
the war. For their part the private agonc:j_es C:ould give det~il_ed ... '> ·· t 

..... _. .. -

~=!:dge, seasoned personne],, long exper:lel)c~;: and ,qiiic~~Y t~t~;~b,r?i " , · .,, ;J~ -~ _ .. _ . 
~~.:~~=~::;~m:~i~::;~~::I~·~.mn~~i~~1~m.~~~~··~· · ...... ' 5r~·, ~=~ 
which they were experienced. ''J 

It is impossible, in my judgment, to pay too -hi;sh a t#bu:!;e:J,(i 
the work done by the organizations represented here this evening' •... ··. 
There has been no call made upon.tliqri by the Wrrr Ref:ugee Boatd\whiCli' 
they did not answer with ardor and gehmtosity. There' has .been no 

' 



the 

we· vlho have been spared thes.e horrqrs have a 13ole.mi1 "obligation .to 
those who experienced them - an' obligation iJilpo~ed upop.u~· by. oui<:.:'; :: i.:· 
common hllmanity." .. li'fe have· an ob1iga.t16n.tb those .millions whom the v1~·.·> 

will have le.ft homeless apd hungry, uprooted and ciri veil to (iistant \;> .. 
place:;;' bereft of any mea,11s fo ~tart their lives. anew; Vie c~hnot tu17.h • ..•.. ·· . 
our heads aside· and look ;i;he othe·r wa:y:~ . The' basic' teriet bf ;t:he.:c.ivl],iza~ . 
t~on we .cherish, is that ·a kinship e)Cists · · ' · 

~~j~~k~~~0.4kc~0~;~~~8~~~~~4~~~~~~~q& 
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THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND OF CHICAGO 

Special Fall Meeting 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1944 8:00 P. M. 

GRAND BALLROOM OF THE STEVENS HOTEL 

Presiding Chairman 

"The Star-Spangled Banner" . 

Invocation 

The J. D. C. in a World at War 

JUDGE ULYSSES S. SCHWARTZ 
President, The Jewish Welfare Fund 

BENJAMIN LANDSMAN 

RABBI FELIX LEVY. 

JOSEPH C. HYMAN 
·Executive Vice Chairman 

] oint.Distribution Committee 

America's Historic Task-To Help Save the 
Lives of Persecuted Peoples Everywhere 

HoN. HENRY MoRGENTHAU, JR. 
Secretary of the Treasury 

Member of the War R,ef1tgee Board 
. . 

How Chicago Is Writing Its Memo to G. I. Joe . . ELMER_T. S'I'iyE~s-
President, The Co_m111unity and. Wai< 

Fund of Metropblitan Chicago. 

Palestine-Its Record of Achievement RABBI JAMES G.IfELLER 
Chairman, United Palestine Appeal 

THE .JEWISH WELFARE FUND 

is a Membe~ Agency of 
~ ·~.-· 

THE COMMUNITY &,.WAR FUND O.F METROPOLITAN CHICAGO 

=.---""-
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Secretary Morgentbau 

J. If. Pehle 

NOTES ON OHIGAGO SPEAKING EtlOAGEMI&MT, September 21 •. 

1. Mr. Shaeffer has been in Chicago einee t!le 
ll~th. He is staying at the Sherman. 

2. Mr. Abrahamson will arriv~ in Ohioago on the 
20th and stay at the Palmer House. 

/ 3. 'lhe ocoa.aion of your visit is a meeting of the 
Jewish Wetfa.re Fund to inaugurate tbe c~mpaign of the 
Gommunity and War fu~d of Metropolitan Ohice.g0.>1he . 
campaign goal is $12',980,000, of vtbJch the Jewish Welfare 
Fund allocation is $1,500,000, with ape~ial provision. 
for a further gra,nt up to $350,000 addltioilal if t}te 
cmnpaigP is oversubsor.ibed. The bulk of the JWF alloclltion 
wil 1 go to the United Jewish Appeal. l(l°lic~ in tµJ:'n f'ine:noes 
the Joint Distribution Committee, the JJnitecL,Palestine 
Appeal, and the National· Refugee Service. · 

l~. There ie a dinner meeting at 6:00 P.M. at the · 
Btevens Hotel. The attendo.nce will be about 150 people. · 
There wi 11 be a. short informal discussion .after .. the<. · > 
dinner. Judge Schwartz vU l introduce the thteegurits . . 
of honor and Elmer. Stevens, President of the Community ·. · . 
and War Fund, and Ben Harris wUl Mt a.a moderator. '.\'here 
will. be carefully eel ected questions fr()m the flot?r. 
Mr. Abrahnmson wil 1 be at the dinner to help in tne · 
answering of questions dealing with tbe War Refugee 
Board. 

-- - -=- - >----~- - = 

·i 
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A. Judge Schwarts to preside and to melte all 
introduoltona.. · 

B. Singing of star Spangled :Bannel" 

F o. 

c,D. 

Short talk by llaer 'nevene, Preeide:n\ of the 
Community and Var fund 

Short •e.lk by Joseph O •. Hyaan, Exeo. Vice 
Chairman, JDC 

I. Twelve-minute Wa.r rund Movie, "Memo to Joe,n 
Quentin Reynolds , 

jt r. Principal address by Secr:eta.ry lforgen\ha~ 

G. Short talk by Ra"bi Jaaee (h Heller,:, Qhatuan 
of Uni'ed Palestine Appeal · · · · · · · 

._,- ···--:' .. - .. ,, .... :--. 

. \._ 



ro Mr. Pehle 
,; 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

FROM Mr. Abrahamson 

• 
DATE September 18, 1944 . · 

1 As you will see,,£rom the attached letter from George 
Rabinoff of the Jewish Welfare Fund of Chicago, he is 
somewhat disturbed about the opening sentence of the second 
paragraph of the draft of speech which Mr. Shaeffer has 
given to him. The sentence now reads: "Tonight you in­
augurate the campaign of the Jewish Welfare Fund in behalf 
of the Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago". I 
gather from Rabinoff 1 s objections that the sentence might 
more properly read: 11This special meeting of the Jewish 
Welfare f\md is designed to encourage the Jewish fommunity of 
Chicago to give its generous support to the Community and 
War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago". 

There is one other minor point that has occurred to me. 
On Page 6 of the draft, the second sentence of the last 
paragraph now reads as follows& "It was quickly apparent 
that there were l!!!lll.l: honorable, seasoned private organiza­
tions in the field, etc. 11 • I believe that it would be more 
accurate to omit the word 11'many11 • 

If these two suggested corrections meet with your 
approval, I shall be glad, H you wish, to convey theni tp 
Mr. Smith. 



CHIC.~ TIHES-September 1?, 194i.,,.·.· .·•· 
wor1c of refugee • 
board to be t~ 
bit... Morgentiaama 
W~he Wj\l" ~ugee board, 

organized ·~lght nioatlur ago to res­
cue thousands ot vtctlqte of Nazi 
tyranny, wnl be outllne<t by Treas­
ury Sec. eriry M:orgenthau Jr., a 
member o · · ·: ard. at a special 
meeting of the Je Welfare Fund 
Thursday qve.nlnt In the Stevens 
hotel. 

Aleo to speak are Joseph C. Hy­
man, executtve vice chairman of 
the American ·Jl!wish Joint Dletrtb­
utlon Commlttef, and Rabbi James 
G. lleller, chairman Of the United 
Palestine Appeal. Both these refu­
gee aid units are ass~ by- the 
~l,sh Welfare fund, Whlc!lfif-turn 
~-~lclary agency of the Com­
.1!1!!!!!!.Y and War Fund here.._ .. 
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T E L E P H ·o N E 

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
JUDGE U. S, SCHWARTZ, President JAMES H. BECKER, Vice-Pre1ident HERBERT M. LAUTMANN, 
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Jfr. Albert Abrahamson 
Executive Office of the President 
Nar itefugee Board 
:rashington, 25, D. C. 

Dear Jim: 

/ ,/ 
Your Charles Schaeffer met with Bilow and myself yester­day and they are working on the various.publicity and related plans. Schaef'fer undertook to clear such questions as whether the Secretary would welcome ·a· delegation meeting him on arrival, whether he will be willing to make a radio address Thursday morning, the only time open, whether there is anything else he wants in the way of special arrangements. 

Mr. Schaeffer gave us a copy: of the draf't of' the Secretacy' s speech and there is one point in it which needs to be correc.ted, both in the statement and in the Secretary's impression. The opening sentence. of the · second paragraph reads: "Tonight you inaugurate the campaign of fue Jevnsh Wel­fare Fund in behalf of the Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago". 
·>_ 

That might be a correct stat(;lment tlilkfog spfrittialiy, but in strict fact, it might be misinterpreted. Tlie Jewish Welfare Fundis not conducting a campaign at all. Its campaign strength -!lnd resources haye been integrated into the War Fund Campaign, so that our group is indistii1"' , quishable, in its workers J in its contributors an:cl. in its promotionil.l acti'vi"' ' ties. ' · · · 

However, this meeting on September 2ls~ is "a'sp~eciiaI Jewfo~ Welfare Fund Meeting, directed to the Jewish community of' Chicago:, beciltise o;t' - · their special interest in the agencies being supported by the Jewish Welf'are Fund, to encourage their generous support of the War Fund Campaign. Incidentally, we know that the Jewish Welfare Fund will have to be resumed as soon as the v'rar , Fund is liquidated and, therefore, want to retain. some orgiµiizatfonai identity, , but that point need not be made. 

_Sincerely yours; 
Member Agency 



September l!i,.l<J44 

Daar Georges 

Tluulk you for your letter of Septemb&r .14. l am 
leav:l.tig .on the five-thirty traiu on hosdey erd ah!ill 
proceed .to the Pnlmor House UPoll my arrival Wedne~. 
I aball eall you dtlr1ng the m0l'D1ng. 

Ai:v.concerns Wodtwsday, the 20th, I ha.vo n,o commit­
ments at the prosont. ! imagiw.) that l shall have to 
speal abme time with Shaeffer. It will be quite agre8-
e.ble to M to meet rar an h~ during the aft~ with 
the grQilp interested :In Hungary. I am leavibg.1Jw 
selection ·of the precise time to you and will check with 
you w•eday. 

I 8baU be vary happy to have dinner with you at 
your hOJlle on Wednesday evening. thank you very much f<tJ..• 
the invitation. 

A? you have probably noticed from the press, Seore-­
tai-y Mor~enthau is now in Quebec. Bis speech ia awaiting 
final OleFaftoe, which ehOUld baforthcoming ina·0011ple 
of days. · 4a far ftEl ! can ncm tell, he will leave Oil 
Wednesdq ~train, although if tho prosstire of nish 
goverment ~tters makes it nemt"8ary, he may have to 
fly on ~Bday. · · 

l am looking forward to seeing yo_u. 

Mr. Go01-"ge w. Rabinott 
Associate »Dautive D!Notor 
Jeruh i7eltara Fund of -Ob1oago 
128 5'rth Jf'lla Street Chi-..., nl.1ao1e 

-~- - "· .,. -

Oordial).y yours, 



Dear Judgt-':l Schwartz: 

Hooretary Morgentha.u ia away from Washington, 
nnd I am th"reforo aoknowledgingyour latter of 
September 9 for him. · 

It ts good of you to ask if you may not 
arrange hotel reirnrvations for h.im during his 
v1sit to Ohicago. This will not be neoesrmry, 
however, n.s Mr. Mort~ontha.u hao already eeoured 
aooommodationa, ~.nd ao we wil 1 not 1,ut you to 
the trouble of getting them for him. 

I know that the Secrot~try in looking forwa.rd 
to being with you Emd wU 1 a.ppreoia.tfl what you 
said of hia coming visit. 

With personal rogt:l.rds, 

/4// .,;/ (?~ 
J. W~ Pehlc 

&xecutive Dil'e(ftor • 

.Judge Ulysi~es s. :-3chwartz, ·· 
President, Jewish ~elfare Fund 

of Ghioago, 
128 Nortb Welle Street, 
Ohioago, lllinoie. 

GEF :JWPehl efl hn. 
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Member Agency 

l!r. Altert . .\.brahamson 
Executive Office of the President 
Y'ar i:l.efugee Board 
Washington, 25, D. C, 

!)Aar Jim: 

September 14, 1944 

Acknowledging yours of September 12th, 
l.'r. Shaeffer arrived in town this morning and we have a date to .see 
him tomorrow and go over various matters with him, including the 
questions raised in your letter and others he may have on h .. is own 
account. 

By this time, you have probably received 
~y letter indicating that your hotel reservation for the 20th is at 
the Pal~er House, 

Question has come up within the past few 
days on which you can be very helpful to us if your schedule on the 
20th permits. TI'e have a group of Hungarian"Jews who are in the pro­
cess of raising f•.mds for their country men. They are quite innocent 
of any Jewish politics and at the same time are entirely free of · 
information regarding the activities of the War Refugee Board.and 
relationships on tha~ issue to ty,eir own specia1f.interests. I have 
had correspondence with Mr, Kuznets of Harry Lurie Is office on the- . .. 
subject and it occurred to me the.t it might be woi°:th an .. ;,hour•.fi tiiiie' · 
mfxt Wednesday for you and foree or four of the officers of the: local 
Hungarian body. Can you make it2 I'd like to let them knmv as 
quickly as possible if you can anticipate your schedule; 

Will you have Wednesday evening, the 20th, 
clear for dinner with me at home? 

Sincerely yours, 

-r-·· 
·i 
l 

I 
I 
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llr. Pehle 
/ 

llr • Abrahamson 

I am leaving for Ohica~o on !'uallde,y, September 19, 
-- ----------

OD the 5•30 P.11. train e.nd will be back :ln the office 

Saturday morn!Dg, September 23. · 
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Member Agency 

1,Ir. Albert Abrahamson 
War rtefugee Board 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Jim: 

September 12, 1944 

In accordance with your telephone call yes-. 
terday, we have made a room reservation for you at the 
Palmer House for September 20th. That will be convenient 
for all of us and we look forward to your being here. 

J::r, Bilow, our Public Relations Director, who 
has been handling the arrangements for our September 21st 
}~eetinJS will be available for checking ov(lr details on 
publicity and further procedures with-Mr. Schaeffer when 
he reaches here on the 14th. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

:. ... ,-

·~· - '.~~-

l 
! 



'01 Ir. Oharlea P. Shaeffer 

heal Mr. Albert Abrahamson 

Septelt1-r ll• .19,44 
. . 

i . 

I have talked with Mr. George w. ~. As190iQ!ate 
t . . 

Enoutive Director ot the Jnieh Weli"ai"e Fuild ot Oh!°"'go' 

128 Borth W~ Street (!elepllou Oent.ftil.. 0030). Be hiitJ 

been !nf'onied ot your probable arrival ·~ Qhicago OD ~; · 

the 14th. I IJQ.Ye teld him tbe.t 70!1 wW. be 111 tOuoh·tdth, 

~ 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

JOilfT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

'ZTO Madison Avenue, New York 1.6,N.Y~ 

Personal 

Mr. Albert Abrahamson, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Jim: 

September 8th, 1944· 

In order to lose no time, I am sending you herewith copy of 
a letter which came addressed to Mr. Leavitt by George Rabinof£, 
Associate Executive Director of the Chicago Welfare Fund, with 
reference to the meeting which Secretary Morgenthau has agreed 
to address. 

I think it would be of interest to you to note wha.:t the Chicago 
people have in mind and how they would like the.meeting set up. 
Perhaps Mr. Leavitt will have had time to discuss this with you 
today. 

With all good wishes, 

JCH:mh 

encl.· 

Cordial:lY yours,. 
/s/ .Jo~. 

\. 
J. c. lf3mani:: . ·: - . .·.: 
Executive VicEhe:hairmall 

-1,C' 
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Mr. Moses A~ Leavitt 
Amer.ican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
'ZIO Madison Avenue 
New York City 16, New York 

Dear Moe: 

The following represents our plan for the September 21st Jewish 
Weli'are Fund meeting, .as worked out with our Committee. Some of it is already 
in process, while some of the steps can be modified, if you or your associates 
consider it necessary or desirable. I am enclosing two extra copies, in the 
event that you want to send them to Rabbi Heller and to Jim Abrahamson, to give 
them the setting of the entire affair. 

PURPOSE 

To maintain active interest within the Jewish community in· the 
JEWISH WELFARE FUND, and to encourage generous support of the current campaign 
of the Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago. The constituent bene­
ficiaries of the War Fund, in additio~ to the JWF, are the Community Fund of 
Chicago and the National War Fund. The War Fund campaign starts early in 
October, although the Special Gifts phase is already under way. The campaign 
goal is $12,980,000., of which the JWF allocation is $1,500,000, with special 
provision for a further grant up to $350,000. additional, if the campaign is 
oversubscribed. · 

TIME, PLACE AND INVITATION LISTS 

Two meetings are scheduled, both at the Stevens Hotel (we have 
reserved rooms for Mr. Hyman and Rabbi Heller at the. Palmer House): 

1. Mass meeting, in the Grand Ballroom, seating' about 2,000 people, at 
8:00 P.M. Admission by ticket. Notice of meeting sent to all Jewish organ­
izations (about 900) in Chicago, early in August, and to the Ariglo-Jewish press, 
establishing the date. Invitations, with enclosed return card for ticket re- : 
quest, being mailed today to 13,000 contributors of $10. and over to The Jewish ' 
Charities, the most effective and current mailing list of,potent:l,algivers~ . _ 
Next week, similar letters

0

will be sent to all Jewish organizations; announcmg 
the program, with ticket requests. This will cover the Womens' organizations, 
landsmanschaften, synagogues, Temple Mens' groups, Community Council~ B•nai· 
B'rith lodges, etc. Press notices will continue weekly to the Anglo'-Jewish 

.- '.~:· 
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2. Dinner meeting at 6:00 P .M., attendance about 150 people. Invi;tations being. · ITI J'·' 
mailed this week to: the Boards of The Jewish Charities and the Jewish Welfare F)irtd; · · t _, \. 
the Executive Committees of the Community Council, the Womens• Division and the -Folks k J_·_·. 
Division; Jewish workers on the Special Gifts Division of the W~ Fund, Qampaign __ and-~· ._. II ! 
other key workers in the Calllpaign; key officers and leaders of the Conuritjni ty and. }'Tar .· . . .· I'. 
Fund and the Campaign organization; special Jewish names not covered in th~ a:l:>oye! · > .· f,; 
No press publicity for the dinner. f_i·: 

PROGRAM AND TIME SCHEDULE r 
1. Dinner, scheduled for 6:00 P.M., service to start promptly at 6:30 P.M. and 

concluded at 7:JO, leaving a maximum of 30 minutes for the program. Meeting to adjourn 
at 8:00 P.M. promptly. Tone to be entirely informal, with no speeches. Program.to 
be in the form of a Town Hall meeting, similar to that conducted at the JDC Regional 
meeting in Chicago last Spring, and off the record. Judge Schwartz Wiil open t4e meet­
ing, introducing the three guests of honor and Elmer Stevens, President of the Com.:. 
munity and War Fund, and Ben Harris, who will act as moderator. Mr. Harris will 
invite questions from the floor, to be addressed to the guests. Questions will be .. 
selected carefully, because of time limitations and other considerations, the primacy 
purpose being to give the guest speakers an opportunity to discuss certain problems' 
which cannot be brought before the larger meeting. · 

2. Mass Meeting, scheduled for 8:00 P.M. to start promptly at 8:30. Suggested 
program: 

Judge Schwartz to preside, to make all introductions, total time 8 minutes · 

Singing of Star Spangled Banner 4 minutes 

Talk by Elmer Stevens, Clarence Randall, Campaign Chairman, 
Vlill not be in the city) 10 minutes 

Talk by Joseph c. Hyman 18 minutes 

War Fund Movie - Memo to Joe, with Quentin Reynolds 12 minutes 

Talk by Secretary Morgenthau 30 - 4S minutes ' ·. , 

Talk by Rabbi Heller 

(It would be desirable to curtail the speeches of eacli · oi "th~ guest 
speakers someV/hat, if possible, to protect audience fatigue, but that 
will have to be left to the discretion of the individual speakers.) · 

PROGRAM NOTES 

Each of the guest speakers will have a particular point of view and 
interest to present, Mr. Morgenthau in view of his connection with the federal govern­
ment, Mr. Hyman and Rabbi Heller with the UJA and its constituent· agencies,-<the J!XJ·; 
UPA and NRS. The following points are suggested, to be covered between the three· 
addresses, although several of them may be referred to in each of the addresses: 

l. ., 
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1. 11.'he Jewish Welfare .Fund of Chicago, under whose auspicei:;, the J.iieeting iii''\)e~rig/': H i 

held, was organized early in 19.36, for the purpose of raising fundsf'or. resC\l~;eii<L:(,;:;H; ,, rehebilitation of the victims of Nazism in EUrope. I.ts principal beneif:i.ciaries·ar~·;: .. • t· · · · 
the JDC, the UPA and the NRS, and its other beneficiaries are also engaged'iri oversei3.s>'J 
relief work, except fdr the war service program of the Nat .. _iona1 •.tewish·Welfa,re:~~¢·\/t 
Up to the year 194.3, the Jewish Welfare Fund conducted an 'annual C8lnpl3.ign,J'r;>J''·f\l.n4S'\;;•>1"· 
for this work among the Jews of Chicago, and in its early years, it was -the leadef · :'/; · 
among the larger cities of the country in the funds raised.. ·in 194.3, it discont:l.nued:. • 
its separate campaign and associated itself with the Community and War Fund of Metro• , ·: 
P?litan Chicago. Too ~eatly_ increased needs of the Jewish Wel,fare Fund \vei'e rep?g"'.'. . l 
n1zed by tne War Fund in the increase in the 1944 allocationto$1,500,000, as agamst: r 
the $1, 220,000 allocation for 194.3. 

1 

..•... -.·., 
2. The need for private and voluntary funds for overseas relief work, in vi·ew . 

of .the expenditures by the United States and the other United Nations for relief and . 
rehabilitation work. The relations of the United Jewish Appeal and other privately · 
fine.need agencies to the governmental programs of the UNRRA, the War Refu~ee Board', 
the Inter-Governmental Commission on Refugees, etc. and the extent to which the pri:O:.. 
vate and publicly supported progrBms supplement and complement each other, are: planned 
together, and are directed to the common objective. · 

l ,. 

t 
r 

-'• The American debt to the foreign countries, allied in the United Nati()ns, · ~· 
who maintained the fighting fronts while the United States was mobilizing resources 1 to help win the War. The relief funds being raised. through the Wal' Fund canipaigris i' 
are a partial repayment of these debts to world civilization. · !' 

4. The program of the National Wa:r Fund, under license by the President's War · .•• l 
Relief Control BoBl'd, and in close collaboration with the s.everal departments and . [. 
branches of the federal governme..11t involved in the social and economic rehabilitation lf; 
and stabilization of the war-affected countries. The work is an integral ·part of · -·· 
post-war planning, related to the programs being worked out at Dumbarton oak:s, alid ·. . ·_: •. •_ Bretton Woods, etc. · · 

5. The special needs of the Jewish populations in the war-stricken coUD.trfes; . l 
relocation of the millions of displaced persons, questions of the use of PBlestine' in/ F 
this program. Why there are such special Jewish needs, and what. those .needs are. ·· · · ·· 

6. The current facts and progra1ns of the UJA agencies: as colorf~lypresent~d .•. >f 
As possible. : . . ·_ i ·. ' j·: 

7. It has sometimes been intimated and argued that the ra.i.sing of large furids ·· : !". for foreign relief operates to the detriment of local charities.· Experience·deniori~ · ·. 
stratas th!.Lt there is no basis for this conclusion. Under the impulse of the dre- · . ,-.·.· .. ·.·. ms.tic situation which arises When vast numbers of people are in distress, many other-
wise unresponsive persons are awakened to the needs of local. charities. · · : j 

8. The ussocie.tion of eU groups in the Conmnmity and War :E\md:. has s~rvM ~C:S.tly j. 
to increase mutual understanding, good will and to create a; feeling of .c(;)mradeship in •.. · r 
a great, humane undertaking. . · .· · ._. . .. · ·- ~--

. ' J 
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!1.r. Moses A. Leavitt September 7, 

- 2 -

Copies of the general invitation to the meeting are enclosed. We 
are acknowledging the acceptance of our invitations directly to Messrs. Morgentbau, 
Ryman and Heller, but will hold off writing them about miy .of the details of the 
meeting ~Ultil we hear from you. 

With keen appreciation of your help in organizing this great meet­
ing, shared by all of us in the Welfare Fund and in the War Fund, 

Cordially, 

I 
GIDRGE W, RA.BINOFF 
Associate Executive Director 

·- _-_-::::-_-. .:_-: .· 
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FROM 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

!NIER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

.j 

Secretary Morgenthau 

J. W. Pehle 

oATE Sept~ 

Attanhed is the first draft of your 

sneech for September 21 in Chicago. 

Abrahamson and I would like to discuss 

it with you at your convenience. 

Attachment 
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than m-·purpo·S'es··tor·-wniotr'~you·1ra.ve-··00$e:~to~-Eith.~r2'li~~e,)i~i~2' 

eveninf:-~ A readiness to help one' B fellow-men has il~ys '. -
been a hallmark of the kind of civilization which we are now 

waging war to preserve. Never has there been· ·more urgent . · 
' 

need for it than now when that war seems almost won. -For we 

shall be able to make our victory -real only if we auooe~d- in 

binding up the world's wounds, only if we can relieve and 

-·,:-1 

. ·t 

heal the terrible suffering which the war has ca.us@. . :i: 

.. -"_',_·'.·-,-
·-'-.. -
: .. -- -~ 

Uonight you inaugurate tbe campaign of the Jewish. 

9 Welfa.re Fund in behalf of the Oommunity and War Fund of 

- ;t"M;:{ ropoli tan Chicag3 I am happy to ~e here with; you and .,. -~ 
grateful to you for giving me a share intheee efforts. 'l'he 

Jews of Europe, who have suffered so 1;erril>Iy· f?om.Na;zi 

savagery have special need of your help. It will be heart-

ening to know that in this community,- far·.~w~tf;rom · 

the turmoil and de st ruot ion of the· war, J ~ws ~d.. rion~Jews .· 
. ,, : -~: ,._·-~ -; __ -· -

together a.re striving to aesiet them. 

sort of assistance t:Jhou\d. ·l:)e 
. .- . ··-: ·., ... - . ' 

given through govern that governments· eho'l.llWrun all 

social and welfare p~ra I don't happen lo t:tgree. We - /./~ . . . . '. ' ..; 

undoubtedly must ~a:ve~ a gradual ~ansion of .. public eifforts 

.. · .. ·.._;_ . .-. 



-- ·: ··'; __ -~ ·. -.. =.~:-.;_<-:-' - -"~ - -.--- .:--.-_--:~~--r 

---· . •. , •--~C'--_;_,,,'.C •••;;); ::;+•t;c;; .• ·_,.:_,-\.£;~;;:;J 
--__ --<" -.-;· ··;:~};{~;:;;,-~i •· ·.·:.•\.· .. ·,)ll i \;~-~Ji 

... 2 ... 
-,.-_,_ "-·--:/--".:<- - -- . ~r .,., __ -:~ 

___ --_>_~-- __ ,_ :.JFl -----! 

~- _.. 0• •• ,--~-~_::(~1 ... ::-

in the field of social oth interna.',iC>na.llt·a.M.o11.t\· -;r .-_- -
home; even now we are feeli our ay 1-p an- evolutt~~~#'.:pt~; < · 1 

- - . --- -- --- - i 

gram. But I shudder at t / e prospect of a gevernmen~ •onopotr -.-1 

in these area.a. 

There is something-lost, I think, if men are deprived of 

the privilege ot lending, volunta.r1l7, a helpins h~d to theiJ' 

fellow-men and to the causes in which they believe. Altho11gh 

in certain spheres, especially when we are at war, compulsion 

is neoeesary, 1 t is equally true that 1n a democracy ther~nauf(fi 

always be room for the voluntary part1o1pat1on of individuals 

banding tolth~1' to meet the problems ot society. As you know, 

I have alwa; ~advocated the sale of GoverDllent war bonds on a 

strictly vol tary basis rather than by compulsory means. In 

part, this is because the purchase of these boncl.s by(~l'l,divi-. 

duals gives to them, I think, a sense of partner•hip in >the -

-~ --. ... 

ne.t ione.l cause which they would not get by any othel" mea.tl•. -

Just so with charity. Like mercy. it is, · 1 thirlk, t~ice> ~tes$ed ., 
- .'.-· ·.--]. - . - - -:' -- :--·~: .-,. -.. -. -

"It bleeseth him that gives and him that takes.~ 
- - -

J'und raising et:forts such as the one whio:h you B.f~ 11,C>w 

undertaking do more than anything else ·to give ·us a. a·epse ot 

human solidarity. Their ben~tite,: when the7, a.re dire(fted to -

needs at home, do muoh·to improve the morale and the physical 

-.c-::· 

L·---~~~~:+ 
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values of our civilization. 

Priv~gencies, such as those that make up the Unit~d 
Jewish Appea1~-8.dmin18terlng-funds- voruma.rIIYcontrioutid, 

have for many years been oar:rying on important progralle over~ 
seas, furnishing rescue, relief a.nd encouragement to million• 
of persecuted and impoverished people in Europe. We know that 
these activities have done much to bolster their will to live 

and to carry on. Refugees coming out ot Na.zi-domina~ed 
territory have testified that it has. been a. source of great 
strength to them to know that America. cares about wba.t happen1 

~>.~·o them -- and ca.res enough to do something constructive in 
I ', .. "// -.. -

i ~''-/ their behalf. 
~-

My conviction in this regard is strengthened' by, t.he ex~ 

perience I ,.have had with the Wa.r Refugee Boa.t4 ;whiplf'wa;·s:~~~ . 

tablished eight months ago tomorrow, through the>vieiorrand 

humanitarianism of President Roosevelt. I am honored t(> share 
membership on the B~ard with Secretary Hull and Secretary 
Stimson, and to serve with. its Executive Director; John W. -P"ehle. 

' ::·-·; ~-· 
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------wtthin ·its power. to· rescue the viotima of enelly oppreas1.on 
who a.re in imminent danger of death ,and otherwise to.afford. 
such victims all possible relief and assistance consistent 
with the suoceseful prosecution of the war. 11 

With a small eta.ff in Washington- with a handful of able · 
representatives in strategic neutral c9untr1es, the Boatd has 
carried on a host of activities in relief, in rescue, and in 
psychological w~rf are 
persecuted peoples. 

a.11 designed to save the live• ·ot 

Life-savin~ in an occupied country during,~ _war Us riot 
atimseimspblye msoamttewehra. r unltomthomdeanmethtuoda~,. phystcat··r"stiue - $0JAe;o. t 

Q It may mean persl1&$10n 
of a wavering goter to discontinue ptj.rsei:rq't;ion.- l'ff,may 
mean providing feli the money ot ?tedit·t() obtain ~&,li•f• / 

. . .·... '·> . . Or it may me~ yoh logical warfare •-):>Y: pamphle1t or by~ 
radio -- ~/ gned bo h to discourage oppt~s·sor~· and.:enoo\irage .. tz:vl.~ums. . . . ·· · .... · < · 

All over Europe the Board has carried on its wol'k.wlth the 
care and secrecy that are necessary in such delioate·opf:tration~. It has pa.rtioipa.ted if! the rescue.of·thousandft from ~heBal~at'lsJ 



. .· : ... ·. 

over the Pyrenees to and through Spa.in and Portugal:· 

cooperated in establishing many refugee oa.Jllps 1nAtrica~~,c· 
through the President's leadership, an ·Emergency Refugee 

shelter at Oswego, in the United States. It has t.a.k:en the 

lead in sending food packages from this country t.o helpless 
internees in European camps. In the Hungarian crisis it took 

many steps which undoubtedly helped stay t.he depo.rtat1Qn of 

Jews and relieve their oonditio.n. It has used all the old 
techniques and invented some new ones. It has applied them 

--.rrt.;,t1-!o the saving of human life. 

-~· The stirring story of a.chi ement of the War Refugee 

Board wil 1 one Then you will understand wp.y I 
feel that one of satisfying experiences in my public 

that was bestowed on :me .. by. 
I . . • 

President Roos velt in.making ea member oftAil' B,oatd. 
In all its operations, the Board has worked in 9loses- · 

cooperation with pr11!ate agencies. Many of its· prc>gl'all~<~tn': 
" - . . ·- . 

relief and rescue work have utilized the personnel. the fUllds 

and the experience of those private agencies in wh1cll you are. 
, . , · · ~,..fAt-~a«u< 

particularly interested and which you are suppo~ting~ · -~;.,,,.~ ..... :(;; 
. . · . . . . · • .... u-1.,~:c..~:£.._,_ ; 

The rescue operations from the Balkans were .a.ctua.Uy .• · .. ; . . / . ivcv. 
. ...·,(,.ll 

- &-.i . 

,,,,, ~,,v'?'\~~n· . -~ .; .. .,._-· -
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carried on by the Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution 

Oommittee. Part of the expense of feeding personf;'I in,~µitg~ty 
. . : . . . 

and other occupied countries has been met by JDO. Without the 

help of such agencies, ~!&Intt bile JDO, these activities 

might have been 11 too little and too late. 11 

Some of you may wonder why the work of the W~r Refugee 

Board has not been carried on and financed exclusively by the 

Government. Let me explain why I think it better that it was 

done jointly by both private agencies and the government. 

When the Board was first established, it was obvious that 

speed was essential. Millions of unfortunate people were in 

danger of sudden violent death or deportation. Ttie pace of the 

war indicated that sudden military and diplomatic moves were 

impending. There was the terrible prospect that in the la.st 

days of his control, Hitler would suddenly undert~e new 

measures of persecution and extermination. It was illlperEt-tJve 

that speedy machinery be employed-
.,, ', , ,. ~- .. -- -

In the light of this situation, the Boa.rd decided to rule 
out, wherever possible, all plans and deviees that involvttd 

undue delay. It was quickly apparent that there were.Jl!!!!I; 

honorable, seasoned private orga.ni~ations in the field.who 

were equipped with everything except the kind of ~µppol'..t which 

. . ::'~:o.>::·~. , 
··---~~,;--~~ 

. ··T .. 
r .. 
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could come only fro• tho Governaent 

The main ingredient that was la.eking was a. vigoJ:o}le 

Of pol icy Of this Government and 1 ts $pplieation' tJt 

possible ways. 

It seemed perf eotly logical that a. relationship should 

be e~tabl!shed b~tween tp.~ private e.gen_o~~IJ- ~nd -'11• ~!~tnm1t~t __ _ 

in order that the maximum number of 11 ves should be saved. in 

the minimum time. For its part the Government could contribute 

the weight of its prestige, its diplomacy, its communication 

channels, its licensing facilities,. it1 transporta:Uon 

facilities -- wherever these did not interfere with the 

winning of the war. ror their part the private agenoie• 

oould-1Ji¥e detailed knowledge, seasoned personnel, long 

experience, and quickly available funda~, 

A partnership was quickly arranged. War Refugee Boa.rd 

originated, expedited, -negotiated and enableti; prit.ate a:g~n.pie1f 
• > • - • ~o - - ; • ·- - : • 

did most of the financing and operating, and.a~te!ld~~~~< 
- - - _: - , ·----- - ··- _, ,_ ···-:-~ ~---. "':-'-,:-" .... , 

those practical matters in which tb.ey were experienoe(i( 

We realize that, with all our doing, Wf) pev*'r met tu ' r ,. 

problem in its full, horrible dimensions. ror u imab always 

ba-rememb'irect-thervr1Ill:r'T~r~~W'&i~l'~llri'~',.~ 

prOlfr•ai'·~or-treW&r"'W'~8xp.;d"'it'ed' tamt~'"feta!ni8d• 
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Some of t most trying moments 

truck~/ And i,;;ms ~.elic_ ely nted to us that the trucks 

would be useronly aga. · st our All es, the Russians. I need . 

no-t tell yfi that w never yielded to such ransom proposals. 

And I ma-{a:dd th no private agency, re rdless of the 

desperate situation involved, ever urged us to yield to them. 

All of you, I know, have read with ehame.)~.nd anger and 

heartbreak the tales of Nazi savagery which have been Unfolded .· 

as the liberation of Europe has progressed~ No .}lWJla.n·bei?lg,, 

least oJ all an American who has been brought up ·to z:'esp~O~· 
- .. . . ·- . 

. . 

freedom and the sanctity of the indi·vidual,.. could learn. of 

these acts without a. shuddering anguish. They' a.r'e, t~ most of 

us, in a real se~se incredible; and. it is inc;r~dil;>l~.J}J.at they 

should have been perpet.:P'a.ted by creatures shaped like men. Yet 
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land• which Germans overran are. real past ail d~gi.\iiii~i- f · .;.;-/;; · 
shall not try to tell you any of these talilsi 't ~ .. ~~ J;j,~~·:; ; ' · .. 
your minds and heart~ already have been sea.red by-thelli• _' -

We who have been spared these horrors have a soleJMi -

obligation to t~·1ose who experienced them '"'- a.n obligatiqn illl;.. - ·. i 

posed upon us by our common humanity. We have an obl iga:t~pn 
to those millions whom the war will have left homeless and_ 

hungry, uprooted and driven to distant places, beref-t ot-- enY 
means to start their lives anew. We cannot turn our hea.ds 

aside and look the other way. The basic tenet of the oivilj.­

zation which we cherish is that a kinship exists among all me11.- _...;.;;_--. 

Several public international organizations 

UNRRA and the Inter-governmental 
been established to meet aspects of these l'Oblems. -- But>the 

problems are so great and the goverental.techn~Cl'1es s:o im-
// _·. -.· ··•: -·. --•. ·.·.·.- .-- .• >.-· 

perf,ect that there will be much hic:ll onlyvqlunt~:l'i.ag~~~i-~-~ 
~"-~ '. - .... 

can do. It would be tragic in~erestf)d group were'~o· 

~esert the great cause -

pensable to the 
/. 

/' 
. - ... _ - ._._-
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support thts-jo*t · to live. The sentiments which impel you 

are the aentiments upon which our civ iza·uon ~-s found,ct •. 

That civilization oan endure onl}'_,a,e we respect a.rid promote 

its essential values. When ~he enemy has-1leen bee.ten; 'thia 

great ohall enge wH 1 remain. We must not fa.l ter before it .. 

( 


