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MAY 16 196

Dear Mr. Goldsmith:

This is to.aoknowledge receipt of your letter of
May 11, 1945, advising us of the necessity for postponing
your trip to Washington.

We shall be glad té have‘you come in at some later
date. Please let us know when you find it convenient to coms.

Very truly yours,

{8igrad) ¥lorenece Koled

Florence Hodel : . P
Acting Exacutive Director 3

" Mr. Samel A. Goldsmith,
Secretary,
Jewigh Welfare Fund,
128 North Wells Street,
Chiocago 6, Illinois.

%/\
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May 11, 1945,

Miss Florence Hodel
Acting Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D.C.A

Dear Miss Hodel:

: I have just received your letter of
May 9th in which you graciously indicate that I might
came to your office for consultation on Monday, May l4th,

Unfortunately, illness at home and pree
occupation with certain emérgency problems here -in Chicago
does not permit my leaving Chicago at this time,

I do hope that you will permit me to come
municate again with you and to seek & convenient time for
consultation later in the month, )

Cordigdly you

b4
AN
S
SAMUEL A, GOLDSMITH S
Secretary - Y

Member Agency




THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND

128 North Wells Street. CHICAGO 8

AIR MAIL-
- SPECTAL DELIVERY

Miss Florence Hodel . - . .
Acting Executive Director.’
War Refugee Board

Washington: 25, D.C.




Doar Mr. Goldsmiths ' S ST , ek

In Genaral O'Dwyer's absence frowm the city, I wish

to acknovledge raceipt of your letter of May 1, 1945, coricerning

- the plans of the Provisional Inter-Oity Committes of the Jewish- -
Walfare Funds. : ’

I ohell bs glad to have you come to my office in
Room 2410 of the HMain Treasury Building on Mondey, Nay 14,
for eonsultation.

Very truly yours,

{Signed) Florence Bodel.

Florence Hodel
- : Acting Executive Director

¥r. Samuel A. Goldemlth,

Seorstary, C T T T S ,,)' .
Jewish Welfare Fund, 7 Y-

128 Horth Wells Street, , ' e o
Chicago 6, Illinois. : M W \{(\ S

| é@# EBT:inp 5/9/45
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Air lail May 1; 1945,
Brig, General William O'Dwyer S
#dar Refugee Board

Washington, D.C,

Dear General O'Dwyer: .

é As you know, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and
the United Palestine Aopeal have, for many years, engaged in various worksg
of relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction on behalf of Jows in Burope -
and Palestine, For some six years and until this year, the-matter of raig.~
ing funds and the distribution of funds was, to & large extent,. in the - -
hands of an organization created by these two, and known as-the United
Jewish Appeal, The local commnities throughout the country, however,
established fund ralsing machinery through their Jewish Welfare ‘Funds,

With the decision not %o reconstitute the United Jewish Appeal, it
has become necessary for the local Jowish sommunity organizetions (the
Jewish Welfare Funds) not only to raise funds, but-to decide on a valid s
distribution of funds., To be of mutual assistence in these re ects, twélve. - L
of the largest Jewish Welfare Funds have come together in:a Provisional Inters . &
City Committee and are attempting to gather facts which would .he.: )
assistance to the individual cities in helping thenm meet . thess. ob

liggtiqns;,

. In view of the part which the wfitef‘hésv_r
this collaboration among the cities in question; -
in making the necessary studies, ;

A Because of the large influence which
actual and

above, it w

Would such consultation be possible, in your office,.bétWeénZthé.—“
10th and the l4th of May? : R

Very hcere1y~yours,'.

Memb 7 ééu—-,»/é;;;e/, Do fe ~'Zl iv;..: . ?'" :
ember Agency L o © - SAR LAY GOLDSMITH’ . A
Secretary

P.S. In a discussion of the-proposed stu
Committee and the United Palestine Appeal

from your orgaq}zgtiogﬂWOp;qbpegggugép

dy with the Joint Distribution’
s it was indicated~thgt informat

-~




Ootober 20, 1644 .

¥r. Joseph C. Hyman )
American Jewlsh Joint Distribution Committee
270 Madieon Avenne

New York City, 16, New York

Dear Joeos

genay Committee" has beon issued, ws h
Jde Smertenko who ineslsts that wo have @y
Ho agrees that our statement is oorreot
lief aoctivitles cverseas”. On the other
Committee has been responsible £5 ¢
made it possible for Jews to :? resoue

d-upon: by. Pyofessor Johan
V' hdrm to & necessary program
5f Hs 1t rofers to "direct ree
Wy’he lnslsts that the Ruergenoy
Bae\publio opinion whioch alone has

Hggery and the Other Balkan

states as well as from the reét of Euro

He tells a oonvinci
respondence from varicus gov ntal o : 2
the Emergency ¢ ’_fg_‘“g"‘%n xade4t. ble for Fresident Roosevelt 4o isnue
the executive ordgr’ oreating the efugee Board, Furtherndre, “the program

at Qswego, the ,{{rk with Souph American passports, the influence of the Fope

atory, well dosumented with aore
olals to prove that the nilitansy of

on the Bungar situation other suoh memsures ars all, according &o :
Smartenko diredtly traceablg ko the propaganda campaign carpied by tho Emergenoy
Commnittes duriny ‘these 16 the, You have heard the story, so that I naed. -
not detail 4t mﬁ\\w, EEETNE R A

e

 Smertenko insists that we should retract our statement, to tell .

the world that their propaganda work has been effective and. has Justified their - -

olaims to support.

© dudge Sohwartz and I, with whom Bmertenko hag talikced, realize
fully that the Emergensy Committes is tinged with political and’ ideologioal
songepta of which nelther he nor I approve, We recognize, %00, that the Emerw
genoy Committes is one of & seriee of organisations whioh have been sot up by a
small group of men for purposes which seem far removed from the objective of the
Emergency Committess We lnow furthermore that the JuDeCs and other organizations
supported by the Jewish Welfars Fumd for overseas work constitute the forges worke




ing on behalf of American Jewry thru whatever ohannels and with
- are nsocessary to do the job. s ’

_ Fevertheless, we are disturved and we would ‘1ike your further ree
assurancs. We are in no position to enter into a eontroversy with the Bmergen
Oosmittes on the "facts” which they are presenting to.us. Wo know that JeDuGe =
and tho other established agencies have been working with the government on thigse
varicus programs and have had qonsiderable responaibility for their initiation
and certainly for their continued support, S ) R -

What do you suggest?

We are having a meeting of the Jewieh Welfare Fund Board on
Wednesday, Cotober 26th, to tell them what has been happening and presumably te
reaffirm our present position. Would you want to pione te Schwarte, Pranklin
3000 after you have given the matter further thought? :

Thanks and kindest rogerds.

v

CoCe ¥re Jim Abrabamgon gy I
Mr. Solomon Kusnets yyd N
dudge Us 8. Bohwarts [/ A

k!
i
|




A Statement %um The Jewish Welfare FundGF Chicago

OUR ATTENTION has been called to the current fund raising activities be-
ing conducted by the “Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe.”

We have consulted with the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, the
Joint Distribution Committee, The United Palestine Appeal, and the other well
established and responsible organizations which have been doing relief, rescue and
rehabilitation- wotk in the Jewish communities overseas, From this information we
are convinced that the “Emergency Committee” is not engaging in-any direct relief -
or rescue activities overseas. 7 ‘

i
;
1

!
i
!
i
!
i
i

Accordingly we do not endorse the fund raising activities of the “Emergency
¢ Committec to Save the Jewish People of FEurope.” '

The Jewish community of Chicago is making its contribution to war relicf and
rescue work through the Jewish Welfare Fund. The Jewish Welfare Fund is a
member of The Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago,

THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND or cHIcAGO

. {ULYSSES S. SCHWARTZ, President
October 11, 1944 .

; : & a34
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¥r. Albert Abrahamson
1530 16th Strest, N. W.
Washington, D. C,.

Dear Jim:

Acknowledging yours of October 9th, which did’ »
arrive this morning. - -

) We haed a phone call from Joe Hyman the day .you
phoned me, reporting that the name of the War Refugee Board was not
to be used but that he was willing to let us use ‘the J.D.C.'s name,
if the U.P.A. agreed. U.P,A. did agree, so the statement is in print
and will be mailed to a 35,0001ist this week. .

We made several changes in the original-draft
in the course of disocussion and copy of the revision is enolosed; .
Actually it was approved by our Board, by mail, with even %the: consery-
atives accepting the idea and only two objections, one of which WaB re~ -
_solvad in the revisions. ERE T

Now for the battle,

Cordially, - -

af W. RABINOFF =~ .
siate Executive: Dirsctor .

GC: Mr. Joseph C. Hyman
Mr. Henry Montor ’

Member Agency




reising activities

Seive the Jewish Poople of Europey

We have consulted with the Brewituntts-Wen-Reumseons o ﬂiéfﬁklif
BoeTd, the Council of JeWish Pederations and Welfsre Funds, the O e
Joint Distribution Committee /And the other well established .and . /b;%gﬁmwl - :

rosponsible orgenizations Which have been doing relief, resous .

and rehabilitation work in\the Jewish communities overseas, / -

arc convinced thaet the Emergency Committee is not engaging inaLA«»7 - : b
AT rolief or rescue activities| Its-fiueneiedmebbemertrrirwsbhok

nractiocslliy all ol it PRI EN A N

—PM.

Accordingly we duv not endorse the fund'iaising

activities of the Emergency Committes to Save the Jewish Poople
nf Burope,.

The Jewish community of Chicago is making its
contribution te war relief and rescue work through the Jewish
Wolfare Fund., The Jewish Velfare Fund, which supports the >
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and Palestine, ~

is a member of The Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago,

THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND OF CHICAGQ

U. S, Schwartz;i
President

Ootober 3, 1944




September 30, 1944

Dear Judge Schwartzs

I appreciate JOUr suggestion that I lm—m—up
the next time I am in Chicago, I shall cortainly do
80, I hope that the Dext time you will not have to
adjouwrn court to receive me, ~ k

Flease give my best wisheg to Mrs, Sohwartz and
to Goorge Ra -

Judge Ulyages 8. Schwarts

8upsiriar Court of Cook Couty
~ Chicago, Tilinois




Smrmr Qorert of Qook Gounty -
Alysses $. ,§5tly(hmri~ Indrge
I Qrambers

Ghirugo
September 28, 1944,

Mr. Albert Abrahamson,

War Refugee Board,

Executive Office of the President,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Abrahamson:

I have written the Secretary telling him b
about the results of our meeting. The old- L - Sy
timers say that it was the best meeting of its ' e e
kind ever held in Chicago. Both leiters.snd . ) i
chacks. have-already come.lin.to . us as a direct _ o i
result of the meeting Many peopl :
commentgd on the manifest gineerity aiid devotion -
of the Secretary to this kind of work ‘“”'"Hé"m&de
a fine impreasion. B Tt

'/’ . ORI

Also our little party at the Standaxd :

UClub will be productive of the results we expected
for it.

Let me thank you for the great help you
s were to us, and I hope that ocur paths will cross
frequently in the future, When you come to
Chlcago be sure to loock me wp again.

Si ely yours,




Dear Geoarges

I have somswhat lost track of our correspondence
and telephons calls of the past few woeks, X know -
that at least I owe you a personal note of thanks for
your courtesy and hospitality during my stay in

Chicago, %his is it.

The Secretary has received nice letters from Loeb,
Judge Schwartz, Jimmy Beckér, and Elmer Stevens, Thay
are all appreciated, '

. /

The recording of the Secretary's spesch 18 now
hore and wo plan to play it %o séme of the people in
the bullding early next week, If Bilow has not yet
raceived thanke from Shaeffer, will you please tell him
that we apprecinte his godng to the bother of ohtaining
the transcriptiom, i

/ , R
I called Gerson Friday morning and he told me they, |

thought it "inadvisable" for the Secretery to appear on
the eleventh, He is writing me a letter which will.
probably explain in detail, In & way, I am not unhappy

at the cutcome. Any meeting after the Chicago ons would
be an anti-climex. R

Please give my best wishes and thanks to your good -

wife, )
Cordielly,
{ .
o " Ae Atrohamgon
Mr, Gecrge W, Rabinoff v
iAssociate Executive Dirveotor - ) / 4

Jowish Wolfare Fund
128 North Walls Street
Chicago, I1linois




W

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pATE September 28, 1944

10 . mr. Pehle

FROM lir, Aabrghamcon

You will Incall thet on Monday of this week, September
25, the Secretary expressed interest in the possibility of
addressing a meeting in St, Louils similar to the one he
addressed in Chicago on September 21, After our conversation,
I telephoned George Rabinoff in Chicago and he sent a letter
to bumiel Gerson in St, Louis, A copy of the letter is
attachsd, ’

This morning I telephoned Gerson and he told me that = -
altliougk they were extremely appreciative of +the possibility
of having the secretary speak, both the War Fund people and
the Jewish Federation psople at separate meetings decided
that it would be "inadvisable" to have a meeting of this
neturs on October 11, o B R

Gorson is writing me a letter in which he may explain
the reasoning behind the decision. My own guess is that
they already have a well-developed plan of meetings in sdvance
and that at this date it is impossible to .insert another
meeting without Jeopardizing the effectivéness of the entire
campei.gn, =

» i ’ ‘




SEP27 HMg

Dear Mr. Rabinoff:

i
H

1

3

H

1

1

]

It was good bf you to gend me your friendly
letier of September 23 and to write such mice
things ebout the War Refugee Board and sbout
uyself, For our part, we want to thank you for
all the courtesies you extended to our paople
when they were in Chicage. According to Jim
Abrabamsom, you and your staff did a beamutiful ‘
Job in making all the arrangements,

' Sincorely yours,

{8igned) J.W. Pehle.:

Jo W ?9!118
Exagcutive D:u_'eetor

Er. George W, Rabinoff
Associate Executive Dirsctor
dJewigh Welfare Fund of Chicago
128 North Wells Street
Chicago, Illinois

o s irahamsonsees 9/26/44,
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September 23, 1944

Yr. John Y, Pehle, Executive Director
“ar Refugee Roard

Zxecutive Office »f the President
“‘ashington, D, C,

Dear r, Pehle:

You nught to hear directly from
the Executive Office about what happened at the Jewish
Welfare Fund Yeeting the other night, :

Although you weren't there, you
and the ’ar Refugee Board were very much in the eyes of
the more than 2,300 peopls who made vp the audience.

Jin Abrdhamson played the modest
role and did no public appearance, but the fact remaing
that not only The Secretary but everybody else.on the :
speakers platform made frequent reference to the War Refugee
Board and periodically the reference was reinﬂorced’by
calling your name directly,

) All in all, it was a grand meeting
and we are all very much encouraged by the program of your
Board and the opportunity we had to bring it before our
Chicago peocle, Thanks for the role you are piayihg in
the process, :

Member Agency

« RABINOFF e
Executive Director




September 25, 1944

i

! (|
¥Mr. Samuel Gerson i
Jewish Federation : ! 1
1220 Chemical Building C *j’l )
St. Louis, Missouri Al }

Dear Sami ,/jfﬁ / \\>

: You may have hea d(ﬁz%t/Seoret
last week for a meeting of our Jeéwi li‘are,
War Fund Campaign. It was a very dra a io

with Joe Hyman and Rabbi Heller speakirt P6 thoir respective organizations
and the War Fund movie "Mem o*ﬁoa" w1th\§far Fund President to round
n

o
out the picture, We had a/ or attended 140 people in the early evening
and followed immediatelyf h e masa‘mReting ettended by 2,300,

This wai~v ecretary M enthau'a first appearange on a Jew=
ish platform in many yearg\and both h and we were thrilled at the reaction
to his performance.—u\) \\ \_//

;7 dim Abrahamson, who you will remembe: as an Executive of
the N.R.S,, A# now with War Refugee Board and in that connection worked
with The Seérbtary on this| assignment and spent two days with us here laet -
week, He jubt phoned me/ from Washington to teil me that The Secretary might
be available ‘i‘o‘r\a speg/{
can be of the sama;ggn

g engagement in St. Louis on Ogtober 1llth,; if it:-

and in New Orleans on October 12th, so that a stopover in St. Louis on Ootohar
11th would, be feasible, _ 3

If you can work up a meeting with or for The Seoretary on -
October 11th, Jim suggests that you wire The Beoretary as quiockly as you can
and the chances of a favorable response are goad.

Gordial).?y yours,

GEOR\}W RABINOFR
Assobiate I‘xeoutive Director

CC: lr. 4lhert Abrahamson

al character as the Chicago occasion., The Seoretary e
has meetings in connection with the War Bond drive in Chicago on October 10th.




September 23, 1944

: E - e :
i ; et |

Mr. Charles P, Shaeffer \\

Office of the Seoretary of the Treasury Q>
Washington, D. C., . S ",f Y ‘\
)
Dear Yr, Shaeffers e
‘.\ AN f /
K_ N /

r-"dibn the\ Padite are passed out
for the meeting with Tha\fi retary the other night,
you are one of/ the guys that\would be overlooked. 8o,
I am sending johx this psrasopal note to tell you that
I appreciated the help you /gave us in keeping in touch
with The Secre s\“ and exgfoditing the several phmses of
the prog-ram in wRigH-yGu-ere concerned,
/ (\ Thanka,

/
1t i
Y

..

;i

Ve 7 Sincerely yours,

CC: Mr, Albert Abrahamson




September 23, 1944

LT L -
MN:
¥Mr. John W, Pehle, Executive Director : ‘%N\\\‘
Var Refugee Board \
Exeoutive Office of the Presi /T\ \ >

Washington, D. C. / //

Dear Mr, Pehle:

Yoﬁ ght ﬁv{)ear direotly from
the Executive Of‘fioe about t happened at the Jewish

Welfare Fund '!r\e‘mng the/::?e night,

gh you weren't thera, you
and the Far, ’Ief‘ugé&‘BcaF ere vory much in the eyes of

R gt

.,}‘a more than 2,300 people who made up the audience.

q‘ Jim Abrahamson played the madest
roie and did ng pudblic app2arance, but the fact remains
tha\t\{lot only/ He Seoretary but everybody else on the
speakera»—phﬁﬂorm made froquent reference to the War Refugee
Board and periodically the refsrence was remt‘oroed by -
calling your name directly, .

All in all, it was a grand meeting
and we are all very much encouraged by the program of your
Board and the opportunity we had to bring it befors our

Chicago people, Thanks for the role you are playing in
the process,

TCC ME, Albert Abrahamson T e




: CHICAGO; Sept: 23 () =~ The
{ War Refugee Bodrd,; - in its eight
; monthsof existence, -has partici-
s of persecuted persons from enemy
: countries, Henry Morgernithau, Jr,,
:Seeretary of -the Treasury, -said
i Yyesterday. -

> In a talk prepared -for ‘delivery.
ito the Jewish Welfare Fund to be-
i gin the Community and War Fund
{ Campaign, Mr,” Morgenthau, a W,
R. B. member, said the W. R, B.
) had participated in the evacuation
iof refugées. from the Balkans
i across the Black Sea to Palestine,
;| or over the Pyrenees to-Spain and
i{ Portugal, and-in-the relief of many
{{ who had taken sanctuary in' Swe-
“den and Switzerland, s

The ‘board has cohoperated in

tablishing - refuge camps in
frica, he gaid, and emergency
fugee: shelter at O ego, N. Y,

The board’s: work fas: been car~

genthau Backs Fund Drt
Voluniary R

jpated in the reseue of-thousands| .

need for thesé servicy
‘| ties:of the War Refug,
war-related. and are ‘confined pri=
‘marily-1o.the réscue of re Beey

fromenemy courntries, Whe

and Rehabilitation Administration;
and:the Intergovernmental: Com:

mittee on Refugees, the “bgl
a-great need for.
‘whieh only volunt;
provide,” . .




- Superior Qowrt of Qovk Gty
Blyswes $. Sclpwarts, Judge
I Glrambers

Qhizago.
September 22, 1944,

Mr. J. W. Pehle,

Executive Office of the President,
War Refugee Board,

Washington 25, D.C.

My dear Mr. Pehle:

Followlng your letter I got in touch with
kr, Shaeffer and lir. Abrahamson of the Secretary's
-staff, and we arranged a small cocktall party at the
Standard Club, The Secretary met a few people that
would be of importance to us in meny respects.

The dinner meeting and the big meeting were
both full 'to capacity. At the big meeting we had
twenty~-three hundred in attendance. The Secretary
and hils speech were both enthusiastically receilved,
His simple, unspoiled, thoroughly Democratic manner
wins everybody. I hope if he comes to Chleago agaln -
1 may have the opportunity of arranging, with a
little more care, a meeting with the key men of the
community. During the course of our meeting here
many fine compliments were pajd to you and your work.

Sincegely,

/gm%




Executlve Offlce of the Br

Washington

(The following address by SECRL,TARY MORGENTHA
of the War Refugee Board, before a nass .meetin
Jewish Welfare Fund to 1naugura’ce the campaign
Community and War Fuhd of Metropolitan Chicdgo,-
Btevens Hotel, is scheduled for dellvory 2t .9:00 Py
Central War TlmG. Thursday, September 210 191.4, and
for releasc at that time.) o

of the kind of civilization whlch we ‘arc now wag:.ng war to
Never has there been more urgent need-for it than now when
the war is approaching. For we shall be able “to makeTour:vi
only if we succeed in binding up the world's wounds, only e
relieve and heal the terrlble suffcrlng which the war ‘hag. ‘cause

This special meeting of the Jew:Lsh Welfarc: Fund I
cncourage the Jewish community. of ‘Chicago to give it
to the Community and War FPund of the Metropolitan-area;
Europe, who have suffered so terribly: from Nazi savagery
nced of your help. It will be hearbening 6 thcm -know
community, far away from the tumnoil and. destr -
and non-Jews together are strlv:mg ’oo assls

A1l of you who share in thls grea‘a eff

. cation. There is something lost,. T’ think,
privilege of 1cnd1ng, ,voluntarlly, a holp:m
and t6 the causes in. which -they: bel:.ev». ~In
always be room for the voluntary. parti cipat:L !
together to mcet the problems 6f soc:l.ety. ] T 3
t.w:o.ce blessed. "It blesseth‘ h t glVOS and th that takés,

Fund ‘raising cf'forts such -as the one Whlch you-are:
do moreée than anythlng ‘else to .pive:us a sense 6L human- solldarlt.y
Their benefits, when they are directed to rieeds: at-home, do muc
improve the morale and phys:.cal well—bemg ofour people and: ’ohus
our country stronger - in peace-as well ds in ‘war Whén- these! ‘benefi
are directed. overseas,’ they help:to. preserve the: concepts ifor which:
-are fighting. - human, decency and d:.gnlty. They keep allve:’c.he ali
of our: c:.v:Ll:Lzation. . S i PRt




H
]
1
M

Private agencies, such -as those that make up e
Appeal, administering funds voluntarily contributed, - hav _
been carrying on important programs overseas, furnishing- res
and encouragement to millions of persecuted and Aimpoveri: )
Europe., We know that these activities have done much~to. bolster thei
will to live and to carry on., Refugees caming out of ‘Nazi+dominate
territory have testified that it has been a source of ‘great stren e
them Lo know that America cares about what happens to them- -and “eares:
enough to do something constructive in their behalf,.

My conviction in this regard has been strengthened  by. the: vhole: :
of my.experience with the War Refugee Board, established eight months R
ago through the vision and humanitarianism of President Roosevelts It Yy
is my privilege to share membership on the Board with Secretary Hull " &=
and Secretary Stimson, and to serve with its Executive Director, :
John W. Pehle, ) . :

In creating the War Refugee Board, the President declareds WIL i
the policy of this Govermnment to take all measures withifi its ‘powerto ..
rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger: of
death and otherwise to afford such Victims all possible relief and. .
assistance consistent with the successful prosecution of the.war,¥

With a small staff in Washington, with a handful oi‘,;vébléprepi'{e"senta— E
tives in strategic neutral countries, the Board has carried on a host qf

activities in relief, in rescue, and in psychological watfar all
designed to save the lives of persecuted peoples. TmiTE

Life-saving in an occupied country during a war i5-no
matter, = All over Europe the Board has carried on its WOk
great care necessary in such complex operations.. - ‘has pax
in the rescue of thousands from the Balkans across. the
Palestine - in the rescue of many over the Pyrences; bhy
Spain and Portugal - in the relief of many weary victims of Hit
persecution who had found sanctuary in Sweden and-Switzerland,
cooperated in establishing many refugee camps in Africas and; ol
the President's leadership, an Emergency Refugee Shelter at. Oswego,
in the United States, It ‘has taken the lead in sending’ food pagkage
from this country to helpléss internees in Buropean. camps,. : In-the. -
Hungarian crisis it took many steps which undoubtedly helped stay;the:
deportation of Jews and relieve their conditions It has used all the - = -
old techniques and invented scme new ones. Tt has applied: them all - '
to the saving.of human life, I R

In all its operations, the Board has worked in the ¢losest
cooperation with private -agencies. Many of Ats programs in rel
and rescue work.-have utilized-the personnel, the finds:and the ex- -
perience of those private agencies in which you are particularly "
interested and which you are supporting. - In addition, it has had .-
the warmest sort of support and assistance from: numerous noh=Jewish-
organizations -~ the American Friends! Service :Committee, the Unitari
Service Committee, the International ittee o 0SS, ar
many-othergy+ = - :




- It was mperatlve that speedy mach:mery be employed

Part of the expense of feeding’ persons '
countrles has been met by JDC. Wlthou

. Some of you may wonder why the worlk of the “Ref g
not been carried on and financed exclusively By "the Gover
me explain why I think it better that it was: done' joi "tly
private agencies and the Government.

When the Board was first esnablished it Was obv10us “that sp
was essential. Millions of unfortunate people werein danger of
sudden violent death or.deportation., The pace- -of ‘the ‘war :

" that sudden military and diplomatic moves were :unpendlng. g
the terrible prospect that in the Jast days of his dontrol;: Hitle
would suddenly undertake new measurcs of persecutlon ;and - x’c)

In the light of this situation, the Board decided, ‘,bo rule ou
wherever égiiny.l)lc, all plans and devmes that involved undue'delay,

It was: quic apparent that there were horiorable, seasoned- ‘priva
organizations® in this field who were ecquipped WJ.th every-thlng exce
the kind of support which could come only from the Governmentz of the
United States., The main ingredient. that was lack:mg
statement of policy by this Government. and its ap
possible ways. :

that the maximum number of Lives 'shduld’i.befsaved
For its part the Govermment could contributé the
its diplomacy, its communication channels;
tion facilities - wherever these did not

the ~war., TFor their part the private age ie
knowledge, seasoned personngl, Tong:expe
funds, S T

11nanc1ng ‘and. operat:mg, and’ atuended to. those pract:.ca matte
which they were ‘experienced. 5

It is 1mposs:Lb1e in my Judgment to ‘pay- tooahl'rh-a ‘bI"le
the work done by the orgamzatlons represented Here: this' .evening
There has been no call made upon-them: by the’ Wq.r Refugee -Board:
they did not answer W:Lth ardor: and gencr'osﬂ:y. There has b en




. They- managed to brlng ch:l.ld'f‘en - s
been .spent in the shadow of perseootl
and opportunity and hope. They did-iore bhe
upheld the faith of mankind in the essen

civilization is founded. ’ ;

With the l:|.berat10n oi‘ Europe, ther
need for these serv10es. The actlv:utles;o th,

enemy countries., When the oppressors haveﬁbee'
liberated peoples will be in desperate need:
couragement. Beyond the help ‘Nthh w:Lll be .,

'Refugees there will be a great need f
voluntary agencies can provide

desperate and broken remnants of the Jew:.sh P
special need of food and medicsl care- for
the s:.tuatn.on there mll unqueotlonaoly

oppressor!s heel:has trod, L:Lberatlo
opportunities to be of service, ;
great cause now,. For the- task which,
is indispensable to the creatlon
to live.

All of you, I lmow, have read vnth__ h
the tales of Nazi savagery Whlch ha :
"of Furope has progressedy.
has been brought up to rest ,
vidual, could learn of these acts

like. men, -Yet the record of W, ok
Khatkov, the béstisl - cruelty of the Ges‘bapo i rmarn
lands. vhich Germans overran,-is real past all-denying
try to tell you dny. of these bales. I know. that:y
already have: been seared: by them. DR

We who' have been soared ’c.hese horrors
those who experlenced ‘them = an obllgatlon

; . .0 00 will have left homeless. and hungry,‘ up:
‘ o places ¥ bereft of any ) i
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THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND OF CHICAGO

Special Fall Meeting

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1944 +« 8:00 P. M.
GRAND BALLROOM OF THE STEVENS HOTEL

Presiding Chairman .. . . . . . Jupce Urysses S. ScawarTz
Pr:ndmt The Jewish Welfare Fund

“The Star-Spangled Banner” . . . . . . . BENJAMIN LANDSMAN
Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . RABBI Feuix LEVY(

The].D.C.ina WorldatWar . . . . . . . Joseru C. Hymaxn
‘Executive Vice Chairman
Joint.Distribution Committee .

America’s Historic Task—To Help Save the
Lives of Persecuted Peoples Everywhere

Secretary of the Treasury..
Memniber of the War Refugee Board B

How Chncago Is Writing Jts Memo to G. 1. Joe . = . ELMER T. STEVENS‘ :
President, The Commumty and:W.ar:
F und of Metropohtan Chzmgo.

Palestine~—Its Record of Achievement . . . Rasmsi JAMEs G. H];LLER. '
Chairman, United Palestine: A ppeal

" THE JEWISH WELFARE FUND -

is a Member Agency of

Hon. HEnry MORGENTHAU, Jri L
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Secretary Horgenthau

d. W, Pehle

HOTES ON GHIGAGO SPEAKING EWGAGEMENT, September 21. |

1. Mr. Shaeffer hag been in chicago ainee tha
14th., He is staying at the Shermen.

2. Mr, ALbyahamgon will arrive in Ghicago on the
20th and stay at the Palmer House,

/3., 'The ocoasion of your visit is a nmeeting of. the '
Jewish YWelfare Fund to inaugurate the campaign of the
Community and War Fupd of Metropolitan Chicago.  The
campaign goal is $12,980,000, of which the Jewigh Velfare
Fund allocation is $1 500,000, with speeial provision -
for a further grant up to $?§ﬂ 000 additional if the -
campaigr is oversubsoribed. The bulk of the J¥WF allocation .
will go to the United Jewish Appeal, whieh in turn finances
the Joint Distribution Commitiee, the United. Palestine
Appeal, and the National Refugee - Serviae..j

i, There is 5 dinner meeting at 6:00 P.H. at the

Stevens Hotel. The attendence will be about 150 gecple.   » , -§ |

“There will be a short informal discuseion after t
dinner. Judge Schwartz will introduce the three guests -
of honor and Elmer Stevens, President of the Gommun1t¥
and ¥ar Fund, and Ben Harris will act as moderator. here
will be carefully selected questions from the floor.
Hr. Abrahamson will be at the dinner to help in the -
gnswgring of questions dealing with the- War Refugee
oalr . - .
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B.
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the Grand Ballroom of the Stevens iHo el. - ‘Between 1500
2000 people are expected. Admission is by ticket only
The program is as follows:

-2~

There will be a mass meeti  at. eigh

Judge Schwartz to preside a.nd to make all
introducfions. ,

Singing of Star Spanglad Banner |

ghort $alk by Eluer Atevens, Preaidem of the;
Community and War Fund

Short talk by Joseph a.ﬁyaan. Exec. Viee
Chairman, JOC '

Tvelve-ninute War Fund Hovie. “Hema to Joe,
Quentin Reynolds

Prineipal address by Secretary Hargenthau

Short talk by Habbi James G. Heller,. chaimn,;; L

of United Palestine Appeal




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDEN‘I;
"WAR REFUGEE BOARD

INYER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
i pATE September 18, 1944 5711 15.
10 ) Mr, Pehls '

v
FROM Mr, Abrahamson

/ As you will see from the attached letter from George
Rabinoff of the Jewish Welfare Fund of Chicago, he is
somewhat disturbed about the opening sentence of the second
paragraph of the draft of speech which Mr, Shaeffer has
given to him, The sentence now reads: "Tonight you in-
augurate the campaign of the Jewish Welfare Fund in behalf
of the Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago". I
gather from Rabinoff's objectlions that the sentence might
nore properly read: "This speclel meeting of the Jewish
Welfare Fund 1s designed to encourage the Jewish Zommunity of
Chicago to give its generous support to the Comminity and
Wiar Fund of Metropolitan Chicago'.

There is one other minor point that has occurred to me,
On Page 6 of the draft, the. second sentence of the last =
paragraph now reads as followss "It was quickly apparent
that there were many honorable, seasoned private organiza-
tions in the field, ete,". I believe that it would be more
accurate to omit the word "many", :

If these two suggested corrections meet With your
approval, I shall be glad, if you wish, to convey them'to




- . CHICAGO TIMES-September 17,
' . : ' 'work of refugee
‘ board to be t d

by Morgenthau

Work™dgathe War Refugee board,
organized gight months ago to res.
cue thousands of victims of Nazi
tyranny, will be cutlin by Treas-
ury Sec. enry Morgenthau Jr., a
member of“viwi hpard, at a special
meeting of the Je; Welfare Fund
Thursday aveaing in the Sfevens
hotel,

Algo to speak are Joseph C. Hy-
man, ‘executiva vice chairman of
the American Jewish Joint Distrib-
ution Committes, and Rabbi James
G. Heller, chairman of the United
Palestine Appeal. Both these refu-
gee ald units are asshyga by the

wish Welfare fund, which turn
is amune iclary agency of the Com-
munity and War Fund here,

19'46 n
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OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JUDGE U.S. SCHWARTZ, President - JAMES H. BECKER, Vico-Presidsnt - HERBERT M. LAUTMANN, Treaturer = <" sAMU ]

GEORGE W. RABINOFF, Ausocioe Execulive Director - HERZL FRIEDLAENDER, Assitant Secrefary . - - .. ALBERT D, LASKER] Hanorary. Dira
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September 15, 1944

!r. Albert Abrahamson

Executive Office of the President
War efugee Board -
Fashington, 25, D. C,

Dear Jim:
: Your Charles Schaeffer met with Bilow and myself yéster-

day and they are working on the various publicity and related plans, .Schaeffér -

undertook to clear such questions as whether the Secretary would welcome ‘g : ;

delegation meeting him on arrival, whether he will be willing to meke a ‘radio.

address Thursday morning, the only time open, whether there is anything else =

he wants in the way of special arrangements, : L

Mr. Schaeffer gave us a copyof the draft.of thenSecret&fyﬁ
speech and there is one point in it which needs to be corrected, both~in7the;g_
statement and in the Secretary's impression., The opening sentence of the . - -

i

fare Fund in behalf of the Community and War Fund of Hetropolitan Chicapo",

i That might be a correct statement.talking spiritually,-
{ but in strict fact, it might be misinterpreted. - The Jewish Welfare Fund is
i not conducting a campaign at all, Its campaign strength snd resources have. -
i been integrated into the War Fund Campaign, so that.our group.is. indist
i quishable, in its workers, in its contributors and. in. its promotional act
5 ties,

. However, this meeting on September- 218% is a‘s ial: Jew
; Welfare Fund Meeting, directed to the Jewish communi ty of'ChicagQ;*bGCAQSé}'f*
: their special interest in the agencies being supported by the Jewish Welfare.

i Fund, to encourage their generous support of the War Fund Cempaign. TIncidentally; -

¥ ]
we know that the Jewish Welfare Fund will have to be resumed - as §oon as the War -
Fund is liquidated and, therefore, want to retain someé organizational identity,”
but that point need not be made. - AR

Sincerely-yours, -

Member Agency

, W, RABINOFF
~Agsociate Bxecutive Diret

second paragraph reads: “"Tonight you inaugurate the campaign of the Jewish.Wel-: ~ .




_ September 15, 1944

Dear Georges

Thank you for your letter of September 14, I em
leaving on the five-thirty train on Tuesdsy and shall
proceed to the Palmor House upon my arrivel Wednesday.
I ghall call you during the morniag,

As' concerns Vednesday, the 20th, I have no comit~
uents a} the presont, I imagine that I shall have to )
spend sous time with Shaeffer, It will be quite agree-
eble to me to mest for an howr during the sftermoon with
the group interested in Hungary, I.am leaving the
selection of the precise time to yon and will check with
Jou Wmaﬂay- .

I shall be very happy o have dinner with you at
your home on Wednesday evening, Thank you very meh for.
the imvitation, .

Ap you have probably noticed from the prass, Secre-
tary Morgenthau is now in Quebsc, His spesch is awaiting
fipal 6leprance, whioh should be forthcoming in a°couple
of dayse MAs far es I can mow tell, he will leave on
Wednesday by train, although if the pressire of high

governnent matters makes 1t necessery, hs may have %o .

£ly on Thursday. )
I en looking forward to seeing yous .
Cordlally yours,

Albert Abrahamson
Br, Goeorge We Rabineff -
Associgte Executive Diveotor
Jowish Welfars Fund of Chicago
128 North Wells Street
Chiocago, 11linods




September 1, 19W4.
Dear Judge Schwartz:

Secretary MNorgenthau is avay from Washingtcn;:-
and I am therefore acknowledging your letier of
September 9 for hin. C : ‘

It is good of you ¢o agk if you may not
arrange hotel reservations for him during his
visit to Chicago. This will not. be nesessary,
hovever, as Nr. Horgentheu has already secured
accoummodations, and so we will not put you to.
the trouble of getting them for him, -

I know that the Secrotary is looking forward
te being with you and will appreciate what you

said of his coming visit, 7
‘ ‘ With personal rogards,
g ;/§72}2.24162%£Qﬁ5:
~J. W. Pehle Gno
Executive Director, =

y Judge Ulysses B, Schwartz,
¥ President, Jewish Welfnre Fund
~of Chicago,
124 Horith Wells Street,
Chicego, Illinois,

0 GEFidWPehleslnn  9/1M/MY T T
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Member Agency

September 14, 1944 -

¥r. Altert Abrahamson

Executive Office of the President
Yar Refugee Board R
Washington, 25, D, C.

Dear Jim:

Acknowledging yours of September 12th,
¥r. Shaeffer arrived in town this morning and we have o date to see
him tomorrow and go over various matters with him, inecluding the
questions raised in your letter and others he may have on his own
account.

By this time, you have probably received
my letter indicating that your hotel reservation for the 20th is at
the Palmer House,

Question has come up within the past few
days on which you can bs very helpful to us if your schedule on the
20th permits. We have a group of Hungarian Jews who are in the pro=-
cess of raising funds for their country men. They.are quite innocent
of any Jewish politics and at the same time are entirely free of. -
information regarding the activities of the War Refugee- Board,qnd BRENIE
relationships on that issue to their own speclax/lnterests. I -have
had correspondence with Mr. Kuznets of Harry Luriets:office ‘on the:
subject and it occurred to me thet it might be Wworth: an: hour's “bim
next Wednesday for you and three or four of the offlcers ‘of the local’
Hungarian body. Can you make it? 1I'd like to let ‘them know as
quickly as possible if you can anticipate your schedule.

Will you have Wednesday evenlng, the 20th,
clear for dlnner with me at home? -

.- Sincerely yours, ...

GEORGE W, . RABINOFF ]
beiate Executive Director




Nr, Abrahsmson

I am leaving for Chicago on Tuesdey, September 19, AR
on the 5830 PN, trainsndwillbabaekinthaofﬂce - S
Saturdsy morning, Soptember 23, |
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T September 12, 1944

Yr. Albert Abrahamson
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

Dear J:'Lm:

In accordance with your telephone ocall yes~
terday, we have made a room reservation for you at the
Palmer House for September 20th., That will be convenient
for all of us and we look forward to your being here. °

¥r. Bilow, our Public Relations Director, who
has been handling the arrangements for our September 2lst
¥eeting will be available for checking over details on
publicity and further procedures with-Mr. Schaeffer when
he reaches here on the l4th, )

Sincerely yours, -

BINOFF L
ate BExecutive Director

4

Member Agency
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Tos dr, Charles P, Shaoffer

Froms  Mr, Albert Abrahamson

I have talked with Mr, George W Bx:bimfr, Assoa!ate CE
Executive Director of the Jewlsh Welfare Fund of theaga, '
128 North Weys Street (Telephone. Oentral eoso). Bo has - K
been informed of your probable mivallnchieagomm,’-' :
the 14th. :havataahmthatywuinbeumhnth
him,
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September 9, 1944

Hon. Henry ¥orgenthau, Jr.
Secretary of the Treasury
Washington, D. C.

Dear r. Secretary:

I am heopy to acknowledge your scceptance of our invitation
for September 21st. Dirner that evening will te at six o. .
in order that we mey start the big aeeting promntly,

Yie talked to the wajor Chirazo radio ststions and networlks about
carrying a portion of the orogran thst evening. Infortunately we
started too late for them to chanes their commercial nroerams.
The ststions regret their inebility to carry the program. Zowever,
we feel that what we may loss in radio will ke amoly made up tv
newspaper coverage.

Shall we arrange hotel reservations for you either at the Stevens,
the Palmer House, The Drake, or the Ambassador? Do you have a
preferencs.

'P\l

8 are 2all looking forward to your visit,

Cordially ynurs,

Jlysses S. Schwa,
President

Member Agency

S b e B A / '
L R T IR B !
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH ,
 JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC.

270 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N".Y:;_', B

September 8th, 1944.

Pergonal

Mr. Albert Abrzhamgon,
War Refugee Board,
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Jim:

In order to lose no time, I am sending you herewith copy of

a letter which came addressed to Mr. Leavitt by George Rabinoff,
Associate Bxecutive Director of the Chicago Welfare Fund,. with
reference to the meeting which Secreotary Morgenthau has agreed-
to address. - o
- - - e F-:’
I think it would be of interest to you to note what the Chicago- CTe s i
people have in mind and how they would like the meeting set wp., - - - =

Perhaps Mr. Leavitt will have had time to discuss this with you' -
today. ) : . ;

With all good wishes,

v

Executive Vice-Chairman-

* JCH:mh




Mr. Moses A. Leavitt

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
270 Madison Avenue

New York City 16, New York

Dear Moe:

The following represents our plan for the September 21st Jewish :
Welfare Fund meeting, -as worked out with our Committee. Some of it is already”

in process, while some of the steps can be modified, if you or your- associates: . o

consider it necessary or desirable. I am enclosing two extra. coples, in the
eveni that you want to send them to Rabbi Heller and to Jim Abrahamgon, to give
them the setting of the entire affair. T S
PURPQSE

To maintain active interest within the Jewish community in the

JEWISH WELFARE FUND, and to encourage generous support of the current cempaign

of the Community and War Fund of Metropolitan Chicago. The constituent bene~-
ficiaries of the War Fund, in addition to the JWF, are the Community Fund of
Chicago and the National War Fund. The War Fund campelgn starts early in
October, although the Special Gifts phase is already under way. The campaign.
goal is $12,980,000., of which the JWF allocation is $1,500,000, with special
provision for a further grant up to $350,000. additional, if the cempaign is
oversubscribed. ' oo SR :

IIME, PLACE AND INVITATION LISTS

Two meetings are scheduled, both at the Stevens Hotel (we have
regserved rooms for Mr. Hymen and Rebbi Heller at the Palmer House):

1. Mass meeting, in the Grand Ballroom, seating about 2,000 .people, at’
8:00 P.M. Admission by ticket. Notice of meetling ‘sent: to all Jewish organ~'
izations (about 900) in Chicago, early in August, and to.the Anglo-Jewish press, -
establishing the date. Invitations, with enclosed return-card for ticket res: i
quest, being mailed today to 13,000 econtributors of $10. and over.to The Jewich.
Charities, the most effective and current mailing list of-potential-givers.

Next week, similar letters will be sent to all Jewish orgénizations, ennouncing’ S

the program, with ticket requests. This will cover -the Womens! organizations, . -
landsmanschaften, synagogues, Temple Mens! groups, Community Council, B'nai :~
B'rith lodges, etc. Press notices will continue weekly to the Anglo-Jewish -




e

0ses A.>Leavitt,

2, Dinner meeting at 6300 P.M., attendance about 150 peop- .. v
nailed thls woek to. the Boards of The Jewish Charities and the Jev

Fund and the Campaign organization, special Jew1sh ‘names not covered in the ‘8,
No press publiclty for the dinner, g

PROGRAM AND TIME SCHEDULE

1, Dinner, scheduled for 6:00 P,M., service to start promptly at 6330 P.M. and: :
concluded at 7:30, leaving a maximum of 30 minutes for the program,- Meeting to adaourn
at 8:00 P.M, promptly. Tone to be entirely informal, with no.speeches, Program. to - -
be in the form of a Town Hall meeting, similar to that conducted at the JDC Regional .
meeting in Chicago last Spring, and off the record, Judge Schwartz will open the meet—»
ing, introducing the three guests of honor and Elmer Stevens, President :of the. Com~ :
mnity and Var Fund, and Ben Harris, who will act as moderator, Wr, Harris will . -
invite questions from the floor, to be addressed to the guests. Questions will be 3
selected carefully, because of time limitations and other considerations,. the primary -
purpose being to give the guest speakers an opportunity to discuss certaln problems )
which cannot be brought before the larger meeting,

2. Mass Meeting, scheduled for 8:00 P.M, to start promptly at 8:30. Suggested .
programs

Judge Schwartz to preside, to make all introductione, total time Svminutes'f

Singing of Star Spangled Banner - 47minﬁﬁes"i:' A
Talk by Elmer Stevenms, Clarence Randall, Campalgn Chairman, i

will not be in the city) . - 10 minutes
Talk by Joseph C, Hyman L 18 @iﬁgiéé_f;f
War Fund Movie - Memo to Joe, with Quentin Reynolae; IR riérﬁinuﬁeer:

Talk by Secretary Morgenthau . 30??_’531
Talk by Rabbi Heller g

(It would be desirable to curtail the speeches of each of t e
speakers somewhat, if possible, to protect audience fatigue,- but that- R |
will have to be left to the discretion of the 1ndividua1 speakers )fff;ﬂ' T A1

PROGRAM NOTES

Each of. the guest speakers will have a particular: point of view and . .
interest to present, Mr, Morgenthau in view of his connection with the federal govern-*-
ment, Mr, Hyman and Rabbi Heller with the UJA and its-constituent: agencieés; the JDC, - -
UFA and NRS. The following points are suggested, %o be covered between the three T

addresses, although several of them may be referred to in each of the addresses.




. Moses A. Leavitt -

1. The'Jewish Welfare Fund of Chicago, under whose ausp 61
held, was orgenized early in 1936, for the purpose of ‘raising funds res
rehabilitation of the victims of Nazism in Burope. Its principsl benefic
the JDC, the UPA and the NRS, and its other beneficiaries are also engaged ‘i _
relief work, except for the war service progrem of the National Jewish VWelfare Boar
Up to the year 1943, the Jewish Welfare Fund conducted an. anmsl campeign for-fun
for this work among the Jews of Chicago, and in its early _years, it was the lead
among the larger cities of the country in the funde vaised. ~In 1943, it discontinued
its separate campaign and associated iteelf with the Community and War Fund of Metro-
politan Chicago. The greatly increesed needs of the Jewish VWelfare Fund were re¢og=
nized by the War Fund in the increase in the 1944 allocationto $1,500,000, &s ageinst
the $1,220,000 allocation for 1943. o T e

2. The need for private and voluntary funds for overseas rel’i-.ef‘ work, iﬁ v1ew B :
of the expenditures by the United States and the other United Nations for relief and
rehabilitation work. The relations of the United Jewish Appesl and other privately

finenced agencies to the governmentel programs of the UNRRA, the War Refugee Board; .- B

the Inter-Governmentel Commission on Refugees, etc. and the extent to which the pri~ -

vate and publicly supported progrems supplement and complement each other, are: plarined -

together, and are directed to the common objective.

3. The American debt to the forelgn countriss, allied in.the United Nations,” =

who maintained the fighting fronts while the United States was mobilizing resources

to help win the War. The relief funds being raised through the War Fund cempeigne.

are a partial repayment of these debts to world civilization.

4. The program of the Nationel Var Fund, under license by the President's War wob

Relief Control Board, and in close collaboration with the ‘geveral departments and.-:

brenches of the federal government involved in the sociel and economic rehabilitation’

and stabilization of the war-affected countries. The work is an integralpart of .

post-war planning, related to the progrems being worked out at Diumbarton Oaks, end- sk

Bretton Woods, etc.

5» The special needs of the Jewish populations in thewar-strlckencount R
relocation of the millions of displaced persons, questions:of the. use. of ‘Palestine
thie progrem. Why there ere such specisl Jewish needs, and whet . those needs are

6. The current facts and programs of the UJA agehciiéé_',';éé "didr;fﬁllyj presented’
as possible. ) . R o Sl
7. It has sometimes been intimated and argued that the raising.of large funds

for foreign relief operates to the detriment of local charities. - Experience-demon:
strates thal there is no basis for thie conclusion. Under the impulse of the dre-:"

metic situation which arises when vest numbers of people are in distress, many-other-.

wise unresponsive persons are awekened to the needs of local charities.

8. The associstion of 81l groups in the Commnity and Wer Fund hag serVedgreatly

to increase mutual understanding, good will and to create & feéling,9fr,c'omr'é.d‘e'ship‘fip%j" 1

a great, humane underteking.




Mr. Moses A. Leavitt - Septenber 7, 1944

Copies of the general invitastion to the meeting are enclosed. We
are acknowledging the acceptance of our invitations directly to Messrs. Morgenthau, .
Hymen and Heller, but will hold off writing them sbout eny of the details of the

meeting until we hear from you.

With keen apprecietion of your help in orgenizing this great meet~" ‘
ipg, shared by all of us in the Welfare Fund and in the Wer Fund, .

GEORGE W. RABINOFF
Associate Executive A Director

Cordially,



;REASURYDEPARTMENT 
INTER OFF!CEVCOVMMUNICATION ' o S
| DATE Sept;’f6fvi'J

ro - Secretary Morgé%thau -

rrom  dJ. W. Pehle

Attached is the first draft of your
speech for September 21 in Chicago.
Abrahamson and I would like to discuss

it with you at your convenience.

Atfachmentf
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There—is~ne%hingwmorE”vthT“tb"thé*héédsmdfihﬁm
than The- purposes for which you“h&ve ceme tog,_?

évening. A readiness to help one's fellow-men has a,ways

been a hallmark of the kind of civilization which we ara nowfrff?

waging war to preserve. Never has there been more urgent
need for it than now when that war seems almost won. 'For we

shall be able to make our victory real only 1f we succeed in:'

 binding up the world's wounds, only if we can relieve and

heal the terrible suffering. which the war has caused.~f
iii;night you inaugurate the campaign of theﬂﬂewish |
Welfare Fund in behalf of the Gommunity and War Fund of
‘ ﬁgiropolitan Ghicago. I am happy to be here with'you-and
grateful to you for giving me a share in these efforts. ‘The

Jews of Europe, who have suffered 80 terrlbly from Nazi

savagery have special need of your help. It will;be'heart-’v

ening to know that in this community, far aw '
the turmoil and destruction of the war, Je 
together are striving to assist them. | |

Some people Xeel that thi

given through government
gocial and welfare p;déra 8. I don't happen to agree. We‘,i

undoubtedly must yéve a gradual

sort of assistance should beg‘;fé

~- that governments should run allg:f"f

pansion of. public erfortg “}}15



in the field of social serv

home; even now we are feeling our way in an evolutionary i

gram. But I shudder at the prospect of a gevernment monOp_huv
in these areas. A _ N . S
There is something lost, 1 think, 1f'men,are dgpr;ved:éf }’ :
the privilege of lending, veluntarily, a helpiﬁgrkand ﬁo*éhatinE
fellow-men and to the causes in which they believe. 'Althbngh_ E
in certain spheres, especially when we are at war, cgmpulgién 7
is necessary;‘it is equally true that in a democracy there must ?
always be room for the voluntary partiecipation of indi#idualg"‘ F

banding to ethg;fto meet the problems of society. As'you knov,

strietly voi taxy basis rather than by compulsory means. In

part, this is because the purchase of these bonds by‘*“divi- .

Just so with charity. Like mercy. it 15, I think tw
“It blesseth him that gives snd him that takes.,, L
Fand raising efforts such as the one which you axa now

undertaking do more than anything else to give us 8 sense of
human solidarity. Their. benefits, when they are. direoted to

needs at home, do much t0 improve the moralo and tha.physioal




well-being of our people and thus make our cdﬁﬂfiy, _
both during and after the war. When these benefita a:e;

fighting -- human decency and dignity. They keep aliva the e
values of our civilization. | 7 7
P:ivgfi'ggancies. such as those that make up the United. :
 Jewish Appeal, adninistering funds voluntarily contributed, —
have for many years been carrying on important progtams over- :
seas, furnishing rescue, relief and encouragement to millions
of persecuted and impoverished people in Europe. We know that
these activities have done much to bolster their will to live
and to carry on. Refugees comihg out of Nazi-domina§9¢
territory have testified that it has been s gource of great
strength to them to know that America cares sbout whatrhappens |

fto them -- and cares enough to do something eonstruetive in

> tnetr behalf.

My conviction in this regard'1s'strengthen§dfbﬁ;the”ex;'v_;

perience I have had with the War Refugee Bé@rq?ﬁﬁ;§ﬁfﬁ§g’ o
tablished eight months ago tomorfbw, through th&;visid@fand,?;—‘_
humanitarianism of President Roosevelt. I am hOnoiéd’ﬁé'shérof7f
menbership on the Board with Secretary Hull and Secretary o

Stimson, and to serve with its Executive Director, John V. APehle.f




"it is the policy of this Government to take a11 meas

- within its power to rescue the victims of enemy Oppressi

who are in imminent danger of death and otherwige to afford '

such victims all possible relief and assistance consistent
with the suceessful prosecution of the war." .

With a small staff in Washington, with a. handful or ablo
representatives in 8trategic neutral countries, the Board hasg |

carried on a host of activities in. relief in rescue, and in

psychologioal warfare -~ all designed to save the lives of
persecuted peeples.

Life-sav1ng in an occupied oountry during a war 13 net

e simple matter.l It m tual, physical rescue - some--xf'

times by somewhat uno thod

methods, It may mean psrsuasien B
of a wavering goyvernment” to diseontinue persecutiou. It may

mean providing 7@11 or the money or credit te obtain'jelief. o

Or it may meﬁn' ychglogical warfare‘--jby pamphlfa"
radio,-- 3

A€pigned both to discourage Opprsssors and ‘noourage%

the fi ictims. S .fg 51 *4 7”55
All over Europe the Board has carried on its work with the

care and secreoy that are necessary in sueh delicate operations

It has partioipated in the rescue of- thousands

_fx}on‘. ‘th@' Ba,].kan .




cooperated in establishing many refugee oampa in Africa anﬁ,

- through the President's leadership, an Emergenoy Refugeg_ i
shelter at Oswego, in the United States. It hasvtaken thﬁ'f':
lead in sending food packages from this country toﬂheipless |
internees in European camps. In the Hungarian cf18i8'1t7t90k  :
many steps which undoubtedly helped stay the depoxta@;oh of
Jews and relieve their condition. It has used all the old -
techniques and invented some new ones. It has aPPliéd them
all to the saving of human life.
T tne stirring story of achipvement of the War Refugee
Board will one Then you will understand why I
' feel that one of th '

career derives fr

st satisfying experiences in my public
the honor that was beétowed on me by
President Roosévelt in making“me a member of thia Boaxd.ly

In all its operations, the Board has worked 1n olosestV]" 

cooperation vith private agencies. Many of its progransh N

relief and rescue work have utilized the personnel. the funds

and the experience of those private agencies in whioh you(gip -
9 vO'lU(‘
particularly interested and which you are supporting - AP CY) ot
’ ; £ ')*'Lwcgl?ihaﬂ* 5

The rescue operations from the Balkans were aotually




carried on by the Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution v

~ Committee. Part of the expense of feeding persons in‘:

and other occupied countries has been met by JDG— Without the i
) bive-JDC, these,aotivities :
might have been "too little and too late."

'help of such agencies,

Some of you may wonder why the work of the Var Refugee
Board has not been carried on and financed exciusively by the
Government. Let me explain why I think it better that it was
done jointly by both private agencies and the'government.

When the Board was first established, it was obvious that
speed was essential. Millions of unfortunate peéple were in
danger of sudden violent death or deportation. The papezof ﬁhé
var indicated that sudden militaiy and diplomatid.moves were
impending. There was the terfible prospect that in the lasﬁ
days of his control Hitler would suddenly undertake new
measures of persecution and extermination. It was imperative
that speedy machinery be employedb ' s o

In the light of this situation, the Board decided to rule _7 
out, wherever possible, all plans and devices that involved
undue delay. It was quickly apparent that there wereéggg;
honorable, seasoned private organizatlons in the" field who

were equipped with everythlng except the kind of aupport which




~of policy of this Government and its applieation*in 11;- e
possible ways. : °"ﬁJ'f ,
1t seemed perfectly logical that a relationship should

_be established between the private agencies and }BQ,QQZQEEEQEEﬁﬁi;

in order that the maximum number of lives should be-sévédfin

the minimum time. For ite part the Government could contribute
the weight of its prestige, its diplomasy, 1ts~communxpéxzan i
channels, its licensing facilities,. its transpbptéxion'
facilities -- wherever these did not 1nterfere,with the
‘winning of the war. For their part the private agenéias"  ¥% e
could give detailed knowledge, semsoned personnel, ibng o
experience, and quickly available funds. . o

A partnership vas quickly arranged. War Refugee Board 7,,',3
originated, expedited, negotiated and enabled privgme agencies ,?
did most of the financing and operating,,and attended |

those practical matters in whiech they were experienced

We realize that, with all our doing, e never met tho

problem in its full, horrible dimensions.
bewfemumburud“thﬁﬁwﬁ6“ﬁ§ﬂ“¥ﬁ”8§ﬁt“fﬁ'T auch a way that the




truoks" And it,

not tell yg! 15—
And I mef-sdd they’

desperate situatiofr involved, ever urged us to. yield'to-them.

fﬁst our Allles, the Russians. I need .

o

All of you, I know, have read with shame and anger and

heartbreak the tales of Nazi savagery which have been unfclded

‘a8 the liberation of Europe has progressedf, No 'uma"being

least of all an American who has been brought up to‘respe.
freedom and the sanctity of the individual oould learn of

these acts without a shuddering anguish. They are, to most of !
us, in a real sense incredible;_and.it,is,ipc;gdiblg?thax.theylr{'f

should have been perpetrated by créatﬁres1shapedfiikefméh. Yet f E



1nds and hearts already have been seared bylﬁho

your m
Ve who have been spared these horrors have a solemn

to those who experienced them G- an obligation im- 
Ve hawe an obligation

obligation
posed upon us by our common humanity..
e war will have left homeless and ¥

to those millions whonm th
uprooted and driven to distant places, bereft of any
We cannot turn our heads

hungry,
meang to start their lives anev.

aside and look the other way.. The basic tenet of the oivili— '

zation which we cherish ig that a kinship ex1sts
g -= No ably

among all,men, 

Several public international organization

UNRRA and the Inter-governmental Committee on Je
been established to meet aspects of these _roblams. But he
problems are so great and the gover;f’ i

perfect that there will be much hich only valun :

can do.

it would be tragic AT any 1nterested group were



- 10 -

té live. The'sentimeﬁts which imﬁel you' support thi :
are the sentiments upon which our civ 1zation is founded. A
That civilization ocan endure only 48 we respeot and promote
its essential values. When the enemy has*been baaten. this

great challenge will remain, We must not falter before it.

¢




