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.Amertcan Legation, llern 

!Os 

DATED: Mq 8, 1944 CORlRQL COP1 
Given below is the substance of a cable wb1cb was sent ·to Liabon 

on Mey 8, 1944 as our No. 107. 

S-

we refer herewith to your cable dated llq 4, 1944, NO• 65• 
~ / 

It i~equested that the following mees,.,ge from Ielambek lhanti 
~ ' --. - -n---OOunaellor,· Afghan Legation, Bern, be de11vere4 to Mr~ Joftoi 
>~ . 

' rr; -
Ou.- .. -: t am veey happy.to know that JOU have arrived 1n L1abon• 

, is difficult to travel. I am attempting to obtain the Yiea• ..... 
needed. I would like to know how long you expeot to remain• 

I am at your disposal to be of 8D1' possible service under 

the circu.mstances. Regards' • 

The officer of the Legation was 1Dfomed by Islambek that 1 t would 

1'.evitab\7 take time to obtain the visas for wb1oh e.ppU.catton n• 

needed1 that he would like to see Mr.· Joffo,· regarding wholll ~e epoke ill 

ve17 frelndly termet five weeke were required for him to obtain, ~ 
,y-- - -

permission to'proceed from France to Swttserland where llEi ta also aedgnecl· 

as Oounaellor of the Legation. J'o.rth8l'lllOre. there recently arrived hete 

from Vichy the Afgl!an Minister who 1s aoereiUed to both countries and 
n-0tther expect to return •. 

The_f··regolng message is in reference to :Bern's oabl.e o'f Uq 3.1944. 

No •. 2800. · DECLASSIFIED · 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

. By )1. lL P!!Xks Date.I~~-_. __ 8 1972 
- - ~ --- -·- - • •_:--o-- :-·~·"::·-.<'\0"-;-~<c;;-;;:_ 
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Pn·:A''HHJ\'~E ".JF' TELEGRAf' PECEIVf'D 
:-; 

.. -. 

FROM: AMV£0J\TT'lN, Bern; CONTROL COPY 
""'hlngton, ~ 'l'O: Secretary of Stn.te, 

~t~tD: May 3, 1944. 
' • .. 

'•lJMl'.FR: 2800 
x 

DepArtment's telegram of April 22, 19441 no. 1402 

ie referr~d to herewith. 

Given below is the substance of oa~ble oent to 

lJ,ubon on MRY 3, 1944 ns no. 103. 

Following for WRl3 1 a e.ttention. 
I v:> o 

David P. Joffo, expected at Palaoe Hotel,o 'o·.; 
- ·.·ogo 

Lisbon, May 3, may be informed by you thf!.t Ial~ek ·~u.i~ 
-;;. ":jq)-

/ • .-li:.'>i:U 
Khim hF' a been oon tao tea by Bern and Joffo' e measAlge ~1f,~ 

WHS delivered. -.., ~ ·~~t 
·~ 
!Z 

HARRISON 

·. 

- -; 



FROM! 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

. April 22, 1944 

1402 
K 

FH.oM THE WAR REFUGEE so:ARo "i'o·liARRl:soN, BEIUk 

The War Refugee Board reg,ueste that you deliver th~ 
following message to Islamlmk Khan~ Afghar/ Legat1on~··B~rn:: 
QUOTE ·procee~ing abroad on business expect tio arr1!$ l?alaof) 

-~<.< ,~-·-:::; 

Hotel, Lisbon, May 3. Please come and see me 1n t.hbon as· 
c:; 
~soon as possible. 
c:c 
~ 
(/I 
10 

--

Signed · David Paul Jorro/. 

HULL 

"'"_. .. ~SSIFIEIJ 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11:72 
. .6·~ 8 

By R. H. Parka Date ~k.L . 



CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FROM THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

The dar Refugee Board req\1ests that you deliver the following 

mesnage to Islambek Khan, Afghan, Legat1onf Bernt QUOTE' Pl'oceeding 

abroad on business expect to arrive Palace Hotel, Linbon, May 3 .. 

Please come and see me in Lisbon as soon as pooaibie. Signed 

Lavld Paul Joffo. UNQUOTE 

* * * * * * * * * 

Attached hereto is a cable to Minister Harrison, Bern, which 
I would appreciate having transmitted promptly. The files of the 
State Department wil]_ show that Mr. Joffo is an American citizen 
and that a passport has been issued to him. They will also show 
that Mra. Shipley requested the Portuguese Legation to expedite 
the issuance of a visa to him. While Mr. Joffo is going abroad · 
for private reasons, we have accepted his kind offer to be of 
assistance. Mr. Joffo tells us that Mr. Islambek Khan is an 
old personal friedd of his and the attached message is in con­
nection with Mr. Joffo 1s program of assistance in the refugee 
problem. 

<itA._ rJf 
LSLesser1als 4/18/44 



APR 19 l94f-

'l'LiB •~i Li. intr-x.uce .,\r, Dav.~ti :'aul Joffe~, an Aa•erican 
c!.t..izen, >;?;-, .~:! :'.n ;,ieb:,:i. .n 1·.~-aih. l>udrieai>. 

!~i:-. J..:iff:; l.i(iDi1·r~g ti: !).it- t\e Boarcl ttnd .in this <H.nmec­
ti ~r.., 11ri:1 aesi1Jt11nci; y<-t; ~1ay c·:r.t.end to hi:n wil.l be"a;ipreciatod; 

I 
!..:r. :'. _.Mrt C. :lextt?.r 
i.,iL}:a.:. ·,;o,:r!rnontati<e 
·nr Refugee [lc;ard 

A11er.~can Li!gatL··n 
~ ... sb·.n, ·. rtugal 

Sincerely yours, 

J. w. Fohle 
Execi.Uve Directtll' 

~1 

. -. · .. 
--~r.f-.:...-.,- .. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

··(~ 

ro Mr. Lesser 

FROM Mr. Abrahamson 

Mr. Joffo was in this afternoon, but you were busy. He 
is leaving on Friday by boat for }isbon. H;e wants us to send a 
message to Islambek Khan; Afghan Legation, Berne, Switzerland, the 
mes:;age to read as follovrs: 

"As a courtesy to Mr. David Paul Joffo, we are 
sending you this message: · I am proceeding abroad on 
business. Please came and see me in Lisbon as soon 
as possible. Arriving May 3 Palace Hotel. 11 

He would like a letter to Dexter in Lisbon which he could 
take with him. The letter, signed by Pehle, should be sent to 
him at Hotel Paris, West End Avenue at 97th Street, New York 251 
New York, in time for his departure for Philadelphia on Friday. 
The text, I suggest, should read as followss 

11This letter introduces Mr. David Paul Joffo, an 
American citizen, who is going to Lisbon on private 
business. He is interested in the refUgee problem. 
I shall appreciate any courtesy you may care to 
show him." 

In view of my ignorance or the cable procedure and the liEied 
for editing, I wonder whether you would be good enougl) i;Q proc:eec1. , 
f'rO!ll this point. · - · · · · 

a,u, 

···r~ 
.J • 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THEFIIES 

April 15/ 

Mr. David Joffo is considering going to Europe on business and 

because of his deep interest in refugees and because of connections 

outlined below, he is anxious to do something to save a group of refugees 

who are persons of some distinction on the intellectual level rat.her 

than "bourgeoisie". He claims that he has had close and friendly 

relations with high officials of Afghanistan, which is a neutral ·country 

and which has a representative in Switzerland and one in Turkey, both 

intimate friends of Joffo. Joffo feels that he can arrange for the 

release of several hundred people by asking these friends to intervene 

with high Germans who in turn are friends of Joffo 1a friends. Joffo 

insists that there is no ideological affinity between his friends and 

the top Germans. His optimism as to results is baaed on his success 

in a similar venture in the 130s, as a result of which several hundred· 

refugees of distinction were saved. These are now living in all parts 

of the world, including India, where Joffo has connections. Although 

Joffo himself is a White Russian, he is an .American citizen, is ·a frienl 

of Congressman Rabout of Michigan and already has a viaaahd.passport 

for Portugal. 

He is undecided as to whether to go through with his trip now,, 

in view of his hunch that the war may soon be over. - He has given 

several inventions to our government. He has several others that are 

quite promising for the immediate post-war period and he would hate 

to be in Europe when the opportunity arose ·to cash in on these. He is 

going to make up his mind in the next few days and let us know. If he · 

goes to Lisbon, he is asking us to do the following: 

1. Send a message to his friend in Switzerland to meet him in 

Lisbon. 

2. Write a letter to Dexter in Lisbon. 

J. ~edite his travel as much.as we can. 

He also requested that we keep an eye on his business (especially. . 

on the problem of when raw materials become available) and to insure him · 

quick transportation back to this country should the war suddenly end · 

while he is abroad. We gave him no assurance at all on the first point 

and told him we wouid do what we could on the second, but could guarantee 

nothing. · 

Mr. Lesser was present during that· part of the conversation when 

the numbered points above were mentioned. 

cc: L.s. Lesser 

' .-

' ' 

,i 



Part II. 

April 171 

Mr. Joffo crune in today and advised that he is .leaving far 
Lisbon by boat Friday. He has asked us to send a message· to his friend· 
in Switzerland (see attached copy) and to give him a letter to Dexter, 

·~; 

cc: L.S.Lesser 

i 
I 

I, 
f -.· 
i 

l 
I 
I 

I 
I 



PROPOSED CABLE TO ISLA.MBEK KHAN ,AFGHAN LEGATIOli 
BERNE, S\'llTZERLAND . 

"AS A CCXJRTESY TO MR. DAVID PAUL JOFFO, VIE ARE SENDING 

YOU THIS MESSAGE: I AM PROCEEDING ABROAD ON BUSINEsS. PLEASE 

Ca.1E AND SEE ME IN LISBON AS SOON AS POOSIBLE. ARRIVING MAY .3 

PALACE HOTEL." 

. ·~~;:-(":~~:~-----:--·".'·-·-, .. --. 
i 



DAVID PAUL JOFFO 
o/o H<Jl'EL PARIS 
NEW YORK, NEVl YORK. 

APRIL 12, 1944 

REGRET LIY UNAVAILABILITY REMAINDER THIS WEEK. WILL COHMUNICA'l'E NEXT TIME 

I AM IN NEW YORK. PHOTOSTA1'S IN MAIL. 

AAbrahamson; pdk 4/12/44 

ALBERT ABRAHAMSON 
Assistant Bxeeutive D:t.reotor 

war Refugee BOard 

St .... :.~ 
:;; ~ ~1 (?' 
__.,.-·· 
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RAOIO IN EVERY ROOM - SWIMMING POOL· GYMNASIU~ 

RESTAURANT • COCKTAIL LOUNGE • 800 ROOMS 

WEST END AVENUE AT 97ik STREET 

·:-ia:n7 YOH.IC 25,N.Y. 

Mr Albert Abrahamson,Assistant 
Executive Director War Refugee Board 
Washington,D.C. 

Dea.D '-~r Abrahamson: 

Re.your wire of today's d&te,l regret 
that J. could no c. reach you over t: e phone on 
,~onday and yesterday .J. also regret that I did 
not ::ave t .e opportunity of seeing Mr Pehle or 
yourself good soon after .1. wrote to :·tr .t-ehele 
on 1'1arch 30t11, for .L have t':en made my plans 
accordingly and to be at Mr Pehele's convenience. 

It so happens that I am not certain as to 
w·:etf:er 1. will be able to be helpful to your 
urganization and t:~e fine cause h serves, if I 
cannot clear up t;e matter this week or the latest 
by NOnday- any hour.,i.t will therefore be helpfu'.L 
\·!hen you inform me promptly as to whether anyone 
else in authority can take up the matter before 
n 0 nday, End whether you are certain that yourselt 
r:;ood can meet me here or in Washington on Monday. 

, w111 the:,::::.::::::.-;;;·µ Jv~L 
David Paul Joffe ~ 

INVEST IN UNITED STATES 



l).Joffo, 

Hotel Pads 
ENDAVE..'<t:EATfJ71h~_. ~ - •• •.. -Y•'., J ' •• 

NEW YORK 25,N·r. ~ ~ i P;// 

J.O~K. /\·'."-.. ~~ 0) -- \,~.5;:__3_;·,~~ ·/ 
-yY..'·) -'~ ·P ...,;~ Mr Albert Abrahamson,Assistant 

\'- ~~ -~ 
0 '{~:>.!< ,( Executive Di::'eotor War Refugee .Board 

s'\ i>-· Treasury Building- Room I94 J/2 

'."ASP:~NG'l'ON ,D.C. 

·------~---· 

. _ _,__.--
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DAVID PAUJ, JOFFO 
c/o HOTEL PARIS 
Mh'Vi YORK, !l.E\'l YORK. 

April ).O, 1944 

!!All 8.EJ:: YOU 'ri!REE 0 1 OLOOK TUESDAY, ROON l 94t, TREASURY BUlI!DINll. 

AAalhh i+liCJ/44 

ALBERT .iiliRAllAtASON 
Aseiatant Execut1veDi~eoto¥', 
l'lor Refugee Do~rd. 

-... ·.:,-:-

. ~~; . 





/ 
DAVID PAUL J"10 

BOJBL PARIB 

REW XOBlt 

.. --- - -.. --:: .-.:._-- .... :' 

.• ~.7.)~#. 

AT IR. PBBLE18 SUGGF..STION1 I SHALL BE GLAD 'tO SQ t~ 

ON M<IIDAI, APRIL 10 CB ARI MtmJALLY CORVERIEll'l' TlllB THEBBAJ"tBa. 

PLEASE ADVISI. 

ASSISTANT EXEmJTIVE DlRECTOR 



. ' 
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Hotel P<Ris 
RADIO 1"1, EVERY ROOM SWIMMING POOL· GYMNASIUM 

RESTAURANT • COCKTAIL LOUNGE • 800 A001:'15 

':::inoracle Jo'-,n '•!. PehlE, 
~xecu~ive Director ~ar ~efu3ee ~oard 
1·'e.. shi~1 ~ton,[;.~. 

Dear r "'ehle: 

- . ~---:-''"-- :__:· . 

·--~ 

WEST END AVENUE AT 97ih STREET 

NJ:a\~ YOI-lli:,X.Y. 

:·:arch 30-44. 

tfrile i 11 ;:;:u:ro;-:>e,!~·ef::i>:'e t·:e out:Cree.k o-· t0.is '·iar,:r have been doing t:--,e 
ver:· ""';~ '~\.uanitarian. cervice :nur 0f"'ice is no'·: designated to carry on­
ezce1y0 ,o:~ course,t·-'.lt i.~ ···2.s 00 a s:'!?.ll scale,;oince I h:_ve been doino: it 
on <' .:i··n resource", ini t !2.U.ve i:·' c::intacts.And because of t;·e a·:Jove~I have 
been led to co·~bine :e.y linited aid 1:·ith expediency: 5etting out of Germany 
c':ieflv ':cie:1tists End I:iventors 1··>0 I knew wil_l be helpful and needed in 
our ···ar ef,..::irts. -

T a::1 c-:mt6:aplatin:.: a trip abroad, and v:ould be '.•appy to answer the 
anpeal oi' our C:U!'ianitarian and J.reat Preside'.1t,te admiration for whom 
I felt since the ti~F o~ his Governorship,and a~ glad to offer yau my 
e.sf,jst:,nce in t' is ;;rect ''umanitarian 2.••d "r;enc, task.I am enclo~ing a 
fe·:r copi>·s o-r .etters as ta t <e above. 

_ will no_ ~.:i 1~~0 descri'ing i~ t is le~Ier as to tte manner and 
co'.1tacts t rour.h ·····.ic I succeeded in effecting t e humble aid I rendered. . : 

ll
T nr·efer to discus t is <Lid t::Eo 1.·ays :r believe I can be helpful in your ~: 
t·csk L'1 a_':'ers:-;:ia' __ inte;'view wit>; you.vou '::ill t'.'_erefore be kind._ to inform 
r..·~ as t::i :r0•.:.r earliest convenience, a::id I will be glad to come out. to 
'"-si:in~ton. 

very 0 incerely y<;;f;rf2i WI., 
David Paul Joffo. ~ 

P.s. 
I live in. F'lint,E1chigan,wiv.-:reto 

to c0mple~e a~ invention I am working 
y::iu inform me fartwith of the date of 

P.P.:J. 
'."he depleted nart of one o"' t e 

a:!d y·:JU 1,1111-,I a~ sure,understand and 
tion. 

I have to i:eturn as soon as possibl.e 
on.It wi'..l t 01erefore be helpful if 
the appointment. 

letters pertains to an invention 

arinreciate t e raasongo~Pt.l>Je deple-

copies o- letters.. o be returned . 
,,,.. ,./ ,, 

---::--~ .~ ___ _.-// ,)f''/ 
---- )s·· 

MAKE NEW YORK YOUR VACATION CITY 



~-----

' 3?'•. 

D.-::: .Joffo, 

~onorable John W.Pehle 

:lefu5e8 3oard 

\ 
-··· ,_ 

1-
j 
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