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Dear Hise Bryan: N

1 have your Yetser of ¥ay 13, 1944. o
copgerning your Sysasury 1icense for renittances
to North'Africa. : o o

I have beon advised by the Treasury .
Department that License No. HY §73269 was r newed
on May 16, 1944, under No. NY 616247, suthorising
renittances of $5,000 per sonth %o Forth Africa
for a period of six months. C

Very sruly yours, ..
(iamed] Fo® Peble oo ThoE

Fxeoutive Direstor

v
Hiss Helen R, Bryea,
Executive Seoretary,
Join“‘nﬁkﬁueht' Refuzes
Committes,
192 Lexington Avenue,
New York 16, New York.

- EBfowieriagr B-18-48 UK

~
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'Beginning with November 1943,_the
‘under license NY 573269-R sent :$5000. &’ month * -
-to Mr. .

NEW YORK

Hiss. Hodal - :
ZAExecutive‘Offiee of the President
‘War Refugee -Bogrd, J :

'”\mmumﬂm125 D Cu_,f“

" Dear Migs Hodal

;Mr Lesser has’ suggested that 1. write you"

* -with régard to the license. for: whichwe - .. ™
. have applied.-to-the Tredsury. Departmen_;to"
..send’ $5000 8 month to North Afrig SR

dmmittee ’

Kendall Kimberland in Algiers. In
Marech 1944, the Comuittee applied to- the
Treasury Department for an extension: of this
permlt and I have discussed ‘the mdtter with
Mr. Brunot of. ‘the President's: YWar" Relief -
Control Board and Mr.-Lessger. ‘Although Mr. .

Brunot after having checked with ‘UNRRA: and- .

having determined. that 1% was advisable to .
continue sending these ‘funds %o Nor th- Africa
and having written the Tre&sury Department

to this effect, we still have no: word .with.’

regard to our license.“ I.wiil appreciate e
1% very much if you will
of the Committee's recelving this license

with the proper person in the Treasury Depart;,v A5

ment at youwr earliest possible convenlenc

Smerely
v i

Helen R..
Executive Secr taryr,

o ?'S,’J

HRB:fc
uopwa,/16

take up. this mattervi:
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Dear Dr. Barskys

This will acknowledge Feceipt of your le'oter oi‘ Apm
20, 1944.

Lawrence S, Leager, asaistant exooutive direotoz' of the

Board, will be: in New York on FJednesdsy, May 3; and I h&
asked him to meet with you and your associates while in New . .
York, He will telaphons your office on or sbout 9¢30 a.m. R
day 3 to arrange a convenient tiae and plaea- : '

Very truly yours,

{81gned) d.W. peple.

~J. W, Pehle .
Executive Direstor

Edward K, Barsky, H.D,,
- Chairman; Joint Anti-Fascist
Refuges Commitiee
192 Lexington Avenus
Hew Yark 16, ﬁ. Y.

LSLesserials 4/28/44 |




MR. LESSER: u427/4Y
Please call me.

J. W. Pehle
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192 LEXINGTON ‘AVENUE * NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

. Mr. J. W. Pehle,

Office of the President,
War Refugee Board,
Washington 25, D. C.

Myrdear Mr. Pehle:

Thank you very much for your letter of

Aprll 14th in answer to the memorandum which -
was 86Nt you by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refu-

gee Committee.

I think 1t is of the utmost .importance
for either myself or Miss Bryan to have an
appointment with you at your earliest con-
venience. Mrs. Plerre Coty who 'is particular-
ly concerned with the rescue of Spanlish

Republicans from France, would like to gccom-

pany Mlss Bryan or myself. W1ill you, there-
fore, be so good as to indicate what day’
next week would be possible for this appoint-
ment and we would appreciate having 1t after
1 o'clock as this facllitates ocur fravel from
New York to Washington. B i

EKB:fc
uopwa/16

PRESDENT'S 'WAR RELIEF CONTROL' BO

- Sincerely youps

Edwérdei7B§ré
Chalrman SR
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JOINT ANTLFASCIST REFUGEE COMMI

192 LEXINGTON AVENUE + NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

Mr. J. W. Pehle, Acting Executive Director,
War Refugee Board, = - ) S
Executive Office of the President; °
Washington, D. C,

My dear Mr. Pehle:

I should like to refer to the memorandum sent to you

from the Joint Anti-Fasciast Refugee Committee under: °
date of March 17, 1944. As you are aware, one-of. the
projects suggested in this memorandum had to do with
the transportation of Spaniards’from France to North. -
Africa. From what we can learn, the sltuation of
Republican Spaniards in France 1s a most serious one.

I am sure you know of M. Pierre Cot, an official
representative of the Free French Committee. A% the -
present time, he 1s in the Soviet Union as ah-official
representative of the Free French Committee. As you .
know, he was Minister of Aviation of France in the .
Popular Front Government and during the Spanigh : A
struggle dld everything to assist the “Spanish lioyaliets, -

On Friday of last week, I had lunch with Mre. Plerre.
Cot who took an active
Loyali sts.
gard tc ! 1 Sp : .
which she and I would 11ke t6 discuss with:you.:
Cot and I would come to Washington any:da nex
which would suit your convenience but 1% would

convenient 1f we could see you at 1:00 P.M,

Mrs. Cot has certaln suggestions with re- =

MI‘B o
Week.
be:-mor
or.late

In dlscussing the work of the Joint ‘Anti-Fasgcist
Refugee Committee with Mr. Brunot, he indicated that.
the War Refugee Boar'd was interested in the project o1
resculng tle Spanish Republicans from France ag sugges
ed.in our memorandum to you. I would be very happy Af
Mr. Brunot could be present when Mrs. Cot and I.418¢
this matter with you. ' : B

I will appreciate hearing from you as:to .,hgt:dgy;n,xt. ¥
weekl}vill be convenient for you to receive Mrs. Cot.and:
my self, ) T B A s

--Helen R, ‘Bryan
‘Executive 'S,ler%r, tar,

HRB:fc

interest also in the Spanigh - .~
tothe resculng of Spanish Republicans from Franee. . !




Attentions Mrs Bdwar
~—Gentlemens

- Thank you vory mugh fcr your f i
1944, anciosing a memorandum
Re

national Briga
receiving .our

to them th&f SPP
Reserve Senk for
the needad fnnda.

hrough jh. r.a el Rew
serve Bank of New York, also issuod Liee £
authurizing the Intereat

, ad Crop
g ‘ d'Alde aux.
o be used for the relief of Spanish Refugees im
southern Frances It is resommendsd that yo
whether this license accomplishes ‘any or al
tiven discuuqd in point sevqn on page -




-2 =

In connection with your suggestion that a oommime
sion be established in Switzerland for.the purpose of investis -
gating refugee conditions and devising meanse for aesisting
refugees, you will be glad to know that a eimllar step has
already been taken, There has recently Yoon-formed dn:. .
Switgerland a Swiss Refugee Advisory Commission under the
chakrmanship of a Swiss official and composed of repregentes
tives of governmental, military and civilian agencies charged
with refugee problema, representatives of 30 or more refuges .
and relief socisties, and several members of the Swise
Parliament. The agencies inolude the Swias Red Cross, the
International Red Cross Committee, religious groups, etdy

- The Ocumission is to coordinate refugee work, submit recom=
mendatione to competent authorities and deal with general
aspests of the treatment of refugees in Switzerland.

0 TN MBI s

o We are continuing to study the other p_griiu of youx
memorandun, particularly in comnection with other aspects of
our programe ' o - :

Please fes]l free to communioate with us at any time, -
. Very truly yours, ' -

(B1griod)1.¥ Poile
Jde We Péhle
Acting Executive Diractor

Joint Auti Fascist Refugee Commitiee

192 Lexington Avenue
New York 16, New York

é MM:dh 3/29/;4
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FROME

"the Swiss with a view to their doing all that is' po

'WAR REFUGEE BOARD

' INTER_-.OFFIC,EVCOMM NICATION -

Mr. J. B. Friedman
Je He Mux‘phy

Res Spanlsh Republican refugees and members of the Internat on=,

al Brigadej - Proposals of Joint Anti-Fascist. Refugee

1. . There are & number of Spanish Republican refugees a
members of the International Brigade who escaped from Fran
Switzerland,; where most of them are presently interneds:
Anul-Fascwst Refugee Committee 1ndlcates the de51rab111ty of

tion to Forelgn Funds Control for an appropriste llcense,
the existing ones are 1nadequaue.

The Committee also recommends that an approach b

the admission to Switzerland of Spanish Republlcene

rain in France in concentration camps, prlsons, or. labo
Among other things, the Committes proposes -furnishing food :an
ing through the Swedes or the International.Red CGrosss the 1nvest1g
tion of. conditions by the same groupss and doing whaltever..
to get the remsining International Brigaders out of” France,. :
for example, securing permissien from the occupying forces: through

the Swedish Government, followed by the Unlted States'lerding its’
support to securing. tren81t visas from the ! panish and’ Portugues
order that the refugees may get either to Mexico-
Africa, if they could be-uséeful there.- In this &
also suggested that transportatlon be. obtalned through,




The Committee also proposed that funds be- mads ave
in Switzerland so that the International Red Cros h
Service Committee and the Swiss Red Cross may . gen :

 for the Spanish Republicans and International Br
interned there. It might be noted that on Februe

License Nc. NY 608719 was issued to the Internation ef
Relief Commitiee authorizing it to remit $75007month1y1 g er
iod of six months to the International Red Gross which i turn: -

would transwit the funds to the Service Sociale d'Alde aux Imigramts

for the relief of Spanish refugees in cemps in southern France, "
Whether this license is presently broad enougli.to cover-the :proposgl--
of the Commitiee is a matter which could probably be ascertained by -
inquiry. R A

3. The Joint Amti-Tascist Committee also proposes to make an . -
investigation of conditions of the Spanish Republicans and Inferng-
tional Brigaders in Spain. It urges the extension of relief to.
them. . s ' )

i N .
I have attached a proposed letter of 'inguiry directed to the
Joint Anti-Fascist Committee and = proposed cable tO'Swiﬁzer;and.v"




Be: Spanish Repubiié&ig refugess and members of.
al Brigadej Proposals. of quut-#gtiél’g;.

1s  There are a pumber of Sranish Republican refugees
mesbors of Yhe International Brigade who escaped ! ¥
- Switzerland; whers most of them are prasently inte
Anti-Fascist Refugee Gommittoes: éa 1h
providing faeilities for raelief gensies to gend funds to
duale or organigations in Gwitgerland for aild to these re ge
havo issued several licenses relating to. this 2 gatter
It would eeem advisable to suggest to the Joint- Ay -}
Comittes that it tell the interested or :
tion to Foreign Funds Control for: aw sppra
the exisiing ones are ivadequate,

The Committes aléo recommends that an approa 1D
the Swise with.a view to their doing all’'t 088

the sdmiesion t0 Switzerland Spanish
Brigaders who escape from Franeh concen :
that this might be the sublest for inquiry

2e  The Joint Anti~Fascist Refuges
desirability of doing éverything we ‘
can refugees and members of the 1 , riga
main-in France in concentration’ 5 y RBES
Among other thisgs, the Coumitiee propoess fursishimg food and ele
ig through the Swedes or the Interaationsl Red Cresss the imvestig
tion of cornditions by ihe same groupas and doing whatever is posaid
to gol the remaining Intornational Brigaders out of France, ‘such &
for axample, securing permisaion from the ogsupying forcen through
the Swedish Coverament, followed by the United States®lending ite
support to securing transit.v: s68: from the i | guese.
. order.-that the g




<l

- Service Comnittes and the Swiss Red Crons may gend-

- Relief Committee authorizing it to remit $7500 monthly

inqu.‘lry.r .

sa2e

The Committee also proposed that funds b
An Switserland so that the International Red Cross
for the. Spanisk Republicars and Internationsl Brigader
interned theres It might be noted ‘that -on February 19; 1944,
License No. NY GOBT19 was issued %o ‘the International Re ug

lod of six monmths to the International Red-Croas whioh 4n i
would tranemit the fuvds. to the Serviee Sogdale A'Alde.

for the relief of Bpanish refugess in ‘eampi in southe
Whether this license is presently broad enoughito. eoy
of the Committee is a matter which gould probably be

3+ The Joint Anti-Fageist Committee nlpo.yz-‘pbéqfeo,'jﬁo} _
investigation of pongitiona of the Spanigh Republicans and ‘In
tional Brigadere in “pain., It urges the extension ‘of -relief to
thems ’ ) ; R

I have attached a proposed letter of inquiry direatod bh
Joint Anti-Fascist Committes and 8 proposed cable to Switserland

JHMurphy sdh 3/22/44
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Mr. J. W. Pehle, Acting Executive Director,

War Refugee Board,

Executive Office of the President,

Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Pehle:

I am enclosing a memorandum to the War Refugee
Board regarding the proposals for facilitating aid
to the épe.n.‘tshJ Republican refugees and» n_xembez_'sfof |
the- International’Brigades. o

I¢ there are any questions regarding this 

memorandum and its proposaie, I will be most happy

to come to Washington to discuss them with you in

»

greater detall.

EKB:fc
uopwa/16
enc

March 17, 1944

Sincerely youré,

Edward X. Bareky, M D. S\

National Ghairman




PROPOSALS FOR FACII VTATING AID TO SPANISH R
TIONAL

Switzerland. After their arrival in Swltzefland,»théyf noountered

the greatest difficulty in establishing themselves

finding work. Many of them were arrested by the 8wias olice and

Brigaders in Switzerland are at preseﬁt in 1nterh@§n£4c \pe:as
1s difificult to send them ald because of téchnlcgl"ies Anvolve
transmitting funds to them or to the existing relief org
operating in Switzerland at the present:time,: | A
- The Joint Anti-Fascist'Refugee Gommltiee,propdse that th

following steps be taken to help ‘the Spanish‘ epublic ns and - Inte
national Brlgaders in Switzerland' - :
. 1. That the War Refugee Board provlde a,r

relief’ agencies to send funds to 1ndiv1dual and-organiza

“tions in Switzerland for aid to the Spania‘ Republi, ns:
and Internapional’ Brigaders. c :

2. That the War Refugee Board setru




3. That the Commission?‘ropose
the Spanish. Republicans’}n ,IAVT

escaping from French concentr 1

enter Switzerland to be - oared ‘

Commisslon.

6. That the Commission set up by the War'

arrangements for 5panish Republican- f

gether and obtain work for them.

7: That funds be made availablgﬂln;SW1f

and services to the Allied cause. Transportati
arranged through the Swlss. Airlines.,7

FRANCE | |
Thousands of Spani sh""Républi'c




by this Committee 1
Brlgades were taken»out by the:G tap
their native lands for trlal.i e

Those escaping from France to~Sw1t

help.

Brigaders to. 1eave. The Uniteé States Government




ments- so" the.t they may vtr'

American authorities feel that. % eg

%o the war effort in North Afri;,é;a'—,'-;,ﬁh y..ghould be-transfe

- - from Lisbon to Casablanca, Algiers or Oran where private
relief agencies such as the Joint Anti—F‘asoist --Re»fugee

Comml ttee -can be of service to them.‘ In order "to' ro

transportation for them, the Swedish Governmel L .81 )
approached for the use of their shipping to either North

Africa or the Western Hemisphere.

SPAIN _ o e
Approximately 300 to 400 members of the International Bri @dea

are still interned in the concentration ‘camp- at Miranda de Ebro, e :

Spain. We feel that the War Refugee Board should seek p_ rmission

from the Spanish Government for them to be released During the pa

before leaving for England. During ﬁ:eir s'
help from the British Enba-say which gave "th
ance, However, they did not get the proper dipr

authorities in Mad.rid to 1ntercede 1n behalf of thaae menk'to secur'e
thelr transfer to Lisbon and. eventually to Mexico.




secure liberty and asylum for these lnternational Brigade 8 either in
the Western Hemisphere, or wherever the. authorities may believe}th
people can be of greatest value. _ S

Hundreds of thousands of Spanish Republicans are'interned i
concentration camps, prisons and labor battalions in Spain today.,i"
ma Jority of thsm are heads of families and as a consequenee of their
internment their families have no ways or means of obtainingffood'or'
clothing, A < : B o

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee proposes the following
measures in order to help these vietins of political and religioue(

persecution:

1. That the War Refugee Board urge the: Briti h- :nd Ameri;aJ

Governments and existing relief ageneies'i

a Gommission to study conditions of politiealnpr‘sone

‘2. That this same Commission mentioned above also survey the f?f
. status of the families of political prisone‘s. ' o
3. That this Gommission investigate the possibilitiesrof develoi ?

ing a relief program under Allied supervision in Spain ror

thesexneh women and children. ‘Such & program might inol

plans for:




Ald to those 1mpg1gxﬁgd,
Rellef for fhéir-famii;es
‘c. Proper care for thedr chil
also for thé orphans of théqe’,k@l_x
in the war, o ; v .
d. Medical care for the Vfamrili"e's of '

political prisoners,

All of these i)rojeeté are urgéntly meeded to save ‘these Viic':fi’
of fascist oppression. We feel that the funds 'neCBSS'a;‘-yi forthese
projects can be ralsed in the Unit ed Sﬁates. The Joipt Antl‘FB.Scigt
Refugee Commlttee 1s ready to cooperate fully with such a program. .

uopwa/16
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in reply plaase
refor tor 402

anr Hise Iuasconds.

Your letter of March 23, 1944. to the
President, concerning the establishment of the Hay
Refugese Board, has been referred to this oi’f‘ioe. )

The Anterest which you have oxpraased in: -
the President's new progran of help to the parucutea
_minordties of Furope 1a greatly appreciated, -1 plsure
you that everything in our power will be done to Bee.
Yhat effective action ie taken to carry out the polioy
of this Government to save the victims of eneny Gppres-
sion who are in imminent danger of death.

Your offer of the assistance of your organl- L

zation in the task hefore us ¢ nppuciaud.. .

' Very truly. youra.

de Wy Pehle .
Exmti.n mraetex-

Hiss Florsence B, Luscomb,
Chairman,

Joint Anti-?aecut Refugee

Committes,
7 Hater 3treet, Room 807,

Boston 9, Massachueetis,
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@»m

reiting $0 let. you know that

March 25, 194
President Franklin Deléno Roosevelt
The White Hcuse b
Washington, D. C. -
Dear Mr. Roosevelt: >
‘As chairmen and repreaenﬁtivé of,«th‘e’Joiln
Fascist Refugee Commlttee, Boston Chzn%g
thie— L O
ily endorBes yewn . nign for b : Ref»uge.e‘s-o,_fi Europ
and will do everythiIng in ive-powsr to agsiet i
any way the carrying out of your plans,

Fe fo<l as you do that it is imperstive that Hite
ler bte forestalled in his plen for- the: exbtermin-=- = .
ation of minorities, espscially the Jewish min-= .. .

orities. .

give you our -support
Boston for dll work
relief rehabilitetion

Therefore, Mr. President, ve
%8 an organized committee in
that is to be dmne in Refugee
and sustenance. ’

uopwe: 3
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DR. MARY E‘\K/OOLLE_Y

" DR, MAX -YERGAN
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refer to:

In reply please

391

Doar Hre, Kelvs.n.

Your letter of Harsh 37, 1944. w the S’res:dant,
eoncerning the estadblishment of the Yar Rcluge' anrd
has been referred to me,

Your interest in this undortaktug 49 greauy appu—
clated and I assure you ¥hat every effort will be wade
to achiave the humpnitarign abjectives which. pronpted 3

‘the formation of the Board,

* Your offer of aseistance in this greaﬁ taek u
appreciated,

Vez-y trn}.y yours,

~{Bianed) 7, W. Pehm

J. W, ?ah'le
Exeeuuvo Mreaeaz :

Hpra, Gail Kelvin. e

Exetutive Sacretsry,

Joint =Fancint Refuges
Comnittoe,

7 Yater Straei Room 907,

Boston 9, ifassaohuesna. :




£

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 194k

Respectfully referred to the
War Refugee Board for appropriate
acknowledgment.

Attention: Mr, John W, Pehle,

WILLIAM D, HASSETT
Secretary to the President

4
4
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REV. STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN
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MRS, J. GILBERT PEIRCE
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MR. JOSEPH STEFANI

MRS, DEXTER THURBER

MRS. FRANK WIGGLESWORTH

7 WATER STREET -

Pre31aent Franklin Delano Rooeevelt
The White House

Room,90~;l .

Weshington, D, C.

Deayx President:

Ae an individual who is fully cognlzant 0
urgency for aid to- refugees from the countries:
- of Europe which are now being hariied by -the -
fdsomts I am writing concerning your progra'
War Refugee Board :

the

cn

A plan such as you have set up is an. 1mpef:t ve
It is particulzrly necessary that ‘the
manl%leS of Europe should obe gided in their
10 sscape and that plu_oes of"
e open to them.

need,

“éfforts

vopwa: 3
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