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My dear Senator:

The Attorney Oeneral has referred to me
your letter of Jeptember 6, 1944, with which you enclosed
a letter addron‘gd to you under date of August 10, 1944,
by Hr. Curt Kanow, Milwaukee 1, Wieconsin, concerning the
temporary admission of approximately a thousand refugees
to $he United States outside of the immigration laws,

1iam enclosing a copy of my letter of today
to Mr, Kanow, together with coples of the documents referred

to therein. Mr, Kanow's letter to you is returned herewith
in accordance with your requsst,

Sincerely. ,;’9“?"

(Bigmet) 3.0.PaM6

J .. H . PGth
Exeoutive Director

1S
Honorable Rovert N, La Pollette, Jr.,

. Unitad States Senate, -

Enoloeures.
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SEP22 1M

Dear Mr, Esnow:

Your leSter of August 10, 1944, to Senstor La Follette,
concerning the tempornry admission of refugees to the United Ststes
outside of the immigration lews, has been referred to me.

: The only refugees who have been admitted to this country
outside of the immigration laws are the 983 recently brought to the
Bmergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, where
they are being cared for under sppropriate seourisy restriotions
until they cen be returned to their own countries et the end of the -
war,

Dotails of the plan wers set forth in the President'e
message to Jongress on June 12, his oablegram to Ambassador Hurphy
in Alglers, and his memorandum to the agenoy heads. ooncerned with
the execution of the projeot. The refugess involved were victime
of enemy persecution who had fled from their homelands to Southern
Italy, where they constituted a burden to our military forces in an
active theater of war operatione, and military necessity required
some temporary diepositicn of them. They were brought to the: :

United States outside of ths reguler immigration procsdure under
arrangenente eimilar to those by which prisoners of war have been
brought hers for custody and by which oivilian nationsls of Germeny,.
Itely, and Japan deported from Latin America were brought to this. .. 0.
country for internment and ultimate repatriation to their owm. -~ = =
countries, : e R

In reciting the legal basis for admitting
thies manner, the Attorney Oeneral held that, since: these ‘refugsss
were not permitted to enter the United States under the immigration
laws, they obtained no rights to be at liberty in the country or’
to remain here, and that She procsdurs does not, therefore,.involve
setting aside the immigration statutes. He further stated:

"Phe propriety of teémporarily dstaining aliens in this
country outeide of the requirements of the immigration laws ..




- 2 e

has been recogniged for many years. One of the earliest.
instances of this practice occurred in' the Ruseso-Japanese
war when the crews of Russian war vessels wers interned in the -~
United States outside of the regular procedure under the immi-

, gration statutes ..... For obvious reamsons, this is a practice

- that cen be followed only in exceptional clrcuistances.

"It may be pointed out that as an emergency matier thesne
persons might be permitted to enter the United States under the
immigration laws by waivers of documente by the Secretary of .
State and, 1f necessary, by waiver of grounds of inadmissibility
by the Attorney General. It was believed more desirable, how-
ever, not to apply the immigration laws, which create various
rights and privileges, but to deal with this group as we have
with the prisoners of war and other Axis patlonals who are
admitted to this country temporarily and deteined here outside,
but not in violation of, the immigration laws,"

Coples of the documents referred to in this 1ettér are
enclosed for your information.

Sincerely yours,

(81gned) J. W, Pekle

J, W, Pehle”~
Byecutive Director

Mr, Curt Kanow,
P, O, Box 747,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

Enclosures.: -
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DWARD J. ENNIS

DIRECTOR

Bepartment of Justice ©
Klien Enemy Control Wnit
Washington. -
September 13, 1944

War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D. C,

- Gentlemen:

I enclose a letter dated September 6, 1944, from
Senator Robert M. La Follette, Jr., with its attaclment, and
a copy of the Attorney General's reply dated September 18, 1944,

The Senator's inquiry being concerned with matters

to you for whatever disposition you care to make of it.

within the jurisdiction of the Board, I am referring the letter -

Very truly yours, ’

Enclosures




Septenber 18, 1044

Senator Robert M. La Follette, Ir,
Uniteld Stotes Senate
Washingjtms. b, €,

My douy Senator:

Your letter of Soptewber 8, 1944, addressed to
Mr. Edward J. Bhaughmessy of she Insigration ang Haturslisetion
Sorvice end enclosing a lotter addvessad $0 you by Mr. Curt
Eanow of Milweukee, Hiseonain, sommenting upon the eémission

of rafugees into the United States, hus been submittod to ny
attention,

Yinee this matter is cne which folla within the
compatence of the Wor Refuges Board conpored of the Seoretary.
of Stats, tho Beorstary of War nod the Seeratnyy of the Treesury,
I sm referving your letter to the Boaxd for veply. The individuala
refarred to in 8r. Kenow's letter were not adnitted under the
Inmigration Laws which sre edministered by thie Depuvrtment,

8incerely,

Attorney Gemernl

i
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United States Senate

Washington, D.C., _Septa.. 8., 195/ 44

Respectfully referred to |

Mr. Edward J. Shaughnessy
939 D Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

LS X F

The communication attached
deals with a matter of concern
to your office.

It would be very helpful if
you would have someone on your
stalf reply directly to this
person.

Kindly.return the attached

papers to me with a copy of
the reply made.

Respectfully,

(Yeamdodady

Robert M. La F0117€te, TR

T @ GOTERNNENT FRINTDON OFTIOR 9345




CURT KANOW
P,0, Box 747
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin

L

Dear Senator -- . ". . ' Lo

Wnet nre you doing to ston the utter ‘disregard 5

of our laws on the part of our President with regard '_'f

to our i migration laws,
Please et busy and ghop eny further influx
of refu-ees,
Plerse c¢n soﬁethinﬁ end let me hear from you ---
7 Sincerely,

(5g3.) Curt Kanow -




