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On September 4, I telephoned Mr. Kaier o.f FEA'.'17ith~. c · .. · .•. 
respect to the attached cable from Bern (No. ~7];8 of S~ptember·:1}; 
I was advised the.t Er. Kaier was on vacation\an<l would'not return 
for about a week. On September 12, l/.r:. Kaier 6a11eci me Ehi.dJ 
called his attention to the report from the .American Friends 'Con~. 
cerning the proposed purchase, of foodstuffs of rion.:Swiss odgi,11:, • 
I asked him to let me know, as soon as possible, whether:F]M :V£6uld> 
clear the ~'riends request. After discussing the matter iri. FEA; 
Fr. Kaier called back and advised me that France is no longer ..... 
regarded as an area within the block.:;.de and that the problem raise(i · .·. 
i;o; one for clearance with the A:ri::;,r. He suggested ·that the Ame:rictlri·.' 
1"ri_ends obtain such clearance from General Hilldring Is office. . . 

On September l~, l telephoned Mr. Andrews of the ,;filerican 
Friends and advised him of the .foregoing, as well as the Gontents.' 
of the message of September 1, giving the details of the proposed 
purchases. lf.r • • il'ldrews will discuss the mHtter with his peqple iri 
Philadel:)tia and let us lmovr if there is anything further we can-do; 
In ~r discussion with him, l expl~ined that if tile people' to cbe · · 
helped are in liberated areas in France the problenl is no· 
within the jurisdi ::ti on of the War Refugee Boar~d. 

F. Hodel 

FH: ag:I' 9-14-44 '_ 
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DEP:~:TMEENT ·· ; ~~~~~~~~ \ C~;~u~i~~~g,;~~· 
m~:b~~~~:~~~ '~:':~:TATE ::::d 2:~:~:·1:· l"(ff &J:l/t '~ 
~~:1~n~~~~e~4-i§W!~g~~b 9 59 Roc'd 10:30 a.m. (]'114·,~······· .·. 
J,gency. <"""Z~~·:,:'.•fW:s ;o--t/IJ . ''• 
Secretary of St1:1.tF} ·~. ' l ~.1 ... J...1vd I 

Washington 

f 
5718, September 1, 2 p.m. 

CONTROL ~OPY 
FOit WRB FROM MCCLELLJ ... ND 

For FEJ. from 1-.merict{n Friends Service Committee 

Genova: ''Following purchases through Joint Relief Con:mision . · 

IRC planned: 10,000 kilobrams macaroni from Hungary, 3000 

kilograms sugar from Slovakia for combining with Swiss 

fruit to can 6000 kilograms jam in Switzerland, 250 case.s 

(48 boxes of 340 grnms each) unsweetened condensed milk 

and 3200 250 gram boxes cheese, last two items of Swiss 

origin. Total value approximately 60,000 Swiss francs'~. 

HL.RRISON 

WSB 

l .. 
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Chairman, RuFus M. JONES 

Telephone 
Ri1TENHOUSE 9372 

American Friends Service 
Twenty South Twelfth Street · .·.·.· 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvanfa .. 

September 6, 1944 

J. W. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodel 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

As you know we recently received a treasury license, 
amendiy.g license #PH14294 to permit the purchase of $10,"600 
of French francs as requested in our letter of July 26, The 
$10,000 were immediately transmitted to Switzerland and we _ 
have today received a cable from our delegate there acknowledg­
ing their receipt. The cable includes the following messages: 

REGARDING $25,000 FOR REFUGEEl:l FRANC.I!; UNDER SPEUIAL 
U S TREAb'URY LICENSE WITH OUR LEGATION'S APPROVAL 
RECE.Wl'LY REMITT.!!;D TO SEOOURS QUAKER FRENCH FRANC 
EQUIVALENT $10,000 AT VEKY ADVANTAGEOUS RATE STOP 

CONCERNING $15, 000 BALANCE WE SUBMI'!"l'I.NG THROUGH 
LEGATION '!'HIS WE.l!;K FOR FEA 1 S APPROVAL PROJ.!!;CTED PUR­
CHASE FOLLOWING I'l'EMS: 

TWO TONS BOXED CHEESE AND 
250 CAS.1',;l:l UNSVIEE'l'ENED CONDENSED MILK 

BOTH OF SWISS ORIGIN, 
'l'EN TON ti OF MA CARO.NI FROM HUNGARY, 
1'HR.l!;.1!; TONS b'UGAR FROM SLOVAKIA FOR COMBilHl~G 

WI TH SW I SS FRUIT TO CAN , 
SIX TONS JAM HERE STOP 

j . Since the restrictions limiting the purchase of 
foodstuff's:;to those. of Swiss origin are not in the license 
itself or the amended license, we understand that it will not 
be necessary for a new license to be issued if and when per­
mission to buy food of non-Swiss origin is granted, We are, 
therefore, today remitting $15,000 to Mrs!/ McClelland in . . 
Geneva under the amended 1 icense #PH14532f In this way there 
will be no delay when the purchase of non-Swiss food is author:­
i zed. If by any cha.nee such purchases should not be authorized, 
we are now quite optimistic as to the relatively early possibil..:. 
ity of purchases of Swiss foodstuffs • 

. -~-----'---- ----·-··------· . ----- -~-.;.:,._~-------------...:~ ______ _;__ ____ . __ 
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Mr. J. W. Pehle, Page two 

The same cable-, quoted above, from Mrs. McClella~d · 
advises of the completion of purchases under the $100~000/: 
transmitted for French child feeding in April. We would not 
want this feet, however, to interfere with the possiple . 
broadening of the- purchase auj;horizations which we have re;;. -. ----•-­
quested, as the more flexible:ar~gements can be the beti;er . -.· 
are the possibilities of gettinft~Tnto France at an early date. 
We understand that we will hear either fro_m you~ Mr. 0 1Flaherty, 
or the FEA in the event that the purchase of non-Swiss food­
s:tuffs is authorized. 

You Will be interested to know that early in August 
Mrs. McClelland was able to ship to Seoours Quaker in Paris . 
another nortion of the child feeding purchases under a epecihl 
arrangement with the Joint Commission of the Internation Red 
Cross. She is expecting to ship the balance to Marseille as 
soon as possible. 

We very much appreciate your assistance in these 
transact ions. 

Sincerely yours~ _ 

L~~ 
LHN:lwd 

-- l 



FRO'.;!: 

TO: 

-! 

-~merican Legation, Bern 

3ecretary of State, ·.·1ashington 

::;eptember 1.1., 1944 
?( 

5'720 

- ·---.,_:-

This is to advise you that the Legation's September 1 

teleg:;·am No. 5'718 is in reference to the .;.uguat 14 cable 

No .. 2783 from tlle Department. 

DC?: .:..:SH: r.iJ"LM CJ/2/44 

!fo.RRWON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ B 1972 .. 



. :·':"~ no•• 
TO: .AadtcfU\. Jjegatlo!fL~e:r~ · · ; ~ .;; · ·· ·:~ 

... ug;.;t {4 M\~~~A WI • ·•· .. ···•··. < /•i! p~ / < '. I>ATEDa 

NUJIBERt 2~' . ·.... ~n~l\\U~~~r;;i< >?1 
/ ·.·.,.• .: .. q 

POR llCOLELLAIID • · 
• ,- • , " •• ~.. • : ~ < - ;:-_ • ; 

Plaa'~e PJ"Qmptly *Jitijr.;~~i .. · ~r3o:rte 1'(c.~tl~~t.t .. ~#·.• } . · · · . . -:'1 

des Ohaudro~ers, GeneYa9 ·.that :Ureasurf I>epS..i-tlneri~.:1la•·tj_'~,e~j,4; ,. 
y"" , , , , . ' . . , :"•·: . ·. . •. > .. ·. ........ ·. •· , 

.Amer:t.oan Priends Service ·Q~rninittei),• Phil,delph~a, ,to a~tho~~J:e .·· 

her, as its repre11entat:lve in ~witzerllUld .• t~:u.1:#~~~ ·~re~::·~~di 
. . . . . ·. . . - - . . - : . - -, - -, -~ ·. - - - -~ -

being remitted under such license, th~ ~w~ss fr~iitl, equl\fa]..#t; 
: ,,,... , . ···. : .. -···· '.· ... ·' · .. ·· :.; . '" ' ·. 

of $10,000 tor the purchase ,of French· tra~cs fCI~ ·.the re,].te~;<9t° 

displaced persons in i';..anoe provided such. i'rekc~ tl.'ancs·· .. l~e < 
• • • _ ,- ;. • _ .-., _ o. • -, < .Io- __ •, • 

- - . - . .- ;'_ -_ - ·. -· · .. - ·-, - ~-. -- - , . ' ·- . _-_ .. _ 

War Refugee Board represent8.t:tve, .. he.~m:at Eluth;h~ize;t}iti.J>Ui>.Qh~$E): 

, .·:,::· -: . , :-1_~: , . .. · .. ·>··:. .. .. ,- ·~.:~· ,,, . -... ·e. -:· .. · .-:· ·: .. - ·. ··::~.···< :. 
Betugee Board repres~lfbati~e)(ti B~rli'~ .101Ftli$'. gutdanoe ot; 1;he 

'· . . . . .. .., .... __ .:. ..... ·; ·,._ · .. ·.··._. ,·, ., .. ', · .. ;_ ·,. ··, - .. 
. . 

of such French trancs by anr''o:t': th.e thre~ Jll!thod~ prov~dea ·t#: ... 
the basic licenses ·beins-1&t1$lJ.$d.·t().:rel:lef org~ntiationli-witli•reslleot·'· · 
to operations· in enemytltrritol')'o 

'. '. . . ' 

.. ~~-.- cZ ' '':' • . The· foregoing license has the ap,11rc>va1 ()f tb.e Department~ 

Treasury and, the War Ref11se.e Jfoard. 
;~-. . . ·. - . 
~~ -· 

THiS IS WRB CABLE:!COBERN BO, 121• 
•, , . ~ 

. DECLASSIFIED 
State Dei;it• Letter; 1.11.72· 

By R. IiJ?arks Date~_s£p, . S 1972 
~- ._· . ·, ·, -



Please pramptly inform Ill's. larJorie li:Clelland, 7 ~II dea 

Ohaudronniers, Claneva,, that frea8ury ~t bas ,licanseci Alllerice 

Friend.a Service Comdttee,, PbUadelphia, to authorise her, as its 

representative in SW:itserland, to utilise from tbnda being reniitted 

under such license, the SWiss franc equivalent or $10,000 for the 

purchase of French franas for the relief of diaplaced persons in 

France provided such French tranes are purchased in the unner which 

shall be prescribed by the War Refugee Board representative at Bem. 

Vor the guidance of the War Refugee Board representative, he ..,­

authorize the purchase of' such French trance by any or the three 

methods provided in the basic licensee being issued to relief organi­

zations with respect to operations in enemy territory. 

The foregoing license has the appro'l!llll 0£ the Department, 

Treaaury and the War Refugee Board. 

THIS IS 1'/RB CABLE TO BERN NO. lZl 

-~ .---~'-

2 :25 P·'·. 
August 12, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Seo!y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, 
~odel, Laughlin, Leaser, Mann, Mannon, McCormack, Cable Control Files 

RBParke:FHodel:jth 8/12/~ ~ · 

r 
J 
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~TlONi 

BRltN 
2783~' 

DEPART11ENT 01''. S~ATE 

of &10,000 for purcblwe of Ii"l'enab tl'QCGo 

HGS~ proposod purchase of .foadatut'ffl cf n~~tn. 
pleue npp~ ~ donoer11Ulg amountfl, ld.nda .and·· oria:ln r)f · 

toodatuft• thua contemplated. 

DCR:RLH&ATli 

'~ 

HULL 
(RLH) 

/ ··· ... 
- ..... - .•:; 

-~: ; -: .. ~ 
,.-.- l 



,. . •' -- MEMORANDUM 

FFC Letter No: 

Date: 

TO: Liaison Officer; Foreign ~dJlc Control 

.FROO: War Refugee Board 

There . is tranSllli tted herevli th a c6py of a letter dated 

from the --'. .. ~.bud•~·· ~tttlit' dealing wfth .. raq~tft.·.· 
tor an ~ent to Uotn\'le Uo. Pb., U.294 ao u to p4tJ:'illl' \he· MOl'l~ l'll'ietl.41 
SGl"'doe ~ttff "° a\lthotlat lte S-•r>J'e~•tatlw Ii! SwlfJa.J>la 1iQ ~ 
~ tuntla on hld4 ~ fraail8 tor •elltt ot ~•.Plaoe4 PN'•<>Da ·1n ~· . 

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treas\lfy . ·. .· 
licenses and other necessary documepts be issued peJ:'tllitting thE;i .execution 
of the p!'oject contemplated in the letter described 1;1,bove~ · · · · · ·· 

Remarko J &tipulAte Patenih r,an,a ~ bo Q.Oqti! .. 4?1d in ~GP p~e"1be4 la . 
Beetlon 1 ot bae14 ~f.omHa being 1'eu'"1 Yd.th re•Pll01f to relief · 
au4 o-ou•tlan ope•tS.one ln ~··. ~tol'1'• · ·. · 

Foi' theWar.RetugeeBoard 

Action: 

Basic license No. w.- issued 
Rem! tt~nce license Noiblla.,UttDtt issuedAugue. t, "" ~ · 
other: 

Date: 
AUG 12 Ul44. 
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FE.m;;;%L R Sl,J\'\fr' &Mil (IF Pr'ltJ\Ul~i,.}'iHA 

l"fr,J.lad.elpM.a 14~94 PlooH fl:rn.1u\ Uc1J11110 (laE;ed July 10• UM, ao u dao t~ 

~l'Ni \. pA~CI det1'.\;:nt,';i;d t.' <1l"~hl ;,,,, utl.ll. r..,; out of the totml 1"~~1.t\'i!d th~.r..-
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AMERICAN FRIFUDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Twenty South Twel~h Street 

Philadelphia?, Pennsylvania 

llr. J. w. Pehle 
Office of the Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 

•• Washingtoo 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle1 

July 26, :1.944 

We would like to apply through your good of.fices 
for an amendment to Treasury Department License UPH-14294, 
dated July 10, 1944, under whioh we were authorised to remit 
$25,000 to Switzerland for the purohase of .foodstuffs for 
distribution in France to needy displaced persona. 

_ A message from our repi!eeentati ve in Oerieva, which 
your office forwarded to us on July 17, requested that authori­
ty be granted to use $101000 of the amount tor the purchase;of 
French francs and to use the balance for tho purohase of food­
stuffs of non-swiss origin. The French francs and food 'lmuld 
still be used in France for the r~liof -of displaced persons in 
acoordnnoe with the terms of the original license. 

As it might be possible to secure approval for tbe 
purchase of Fronoh francs more rapidly than to obtain permis­
sion to purchase foodstuffs of non-swiss origin, we would like 
to make application for theso two changes independently of 
each other. Vie feel that the most urgent need is probably 
for the French .francs and would like, if posiJiblet to have 
thnt authorization granted without the delay which will probab­
ly ensue in connection with the other request. W.se Hodel is 
thoroughly familiar with this proposed projaot. 

In the same message from our Geneva representative, 
the suggestion was made thnt the SWiss francs remaining from 
a sum oJ;,$100,000 recently transmitted to Switzerland for the 
bene.i'.l.t.~of the child feeding program in France be used for 
the expenditures contemplated under the license provided tor 
displaced persons. I have discussed this matter with Mr. Park 
of Foreign Funds Control and explained that the funds now in 
Switzerland have beon restricted by the donore'to use for 
ohildren in France and must be held for that·ptirpose. 

_;,., __ ----]""'· 



• Mr. J. W. Pehla--page 2 July ,26, 1944 

We would, therefore, require the additional. S'lf1.sa 
franoe which we were authorized to puroh81!1a, under license 
UPH-14294, from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York ·as N.sosl 
agent of tho United states. Mr. Park indicated that we would 
probably have no difficulty in uecuring additional. Sifiss francs 
for this purpose, 

l'hanking you for any assistance .you may be able to 
give us in securing modifications of th1g'11oen1e, I 1111 

LHN1lwd 

Sincerely yours, 

./ 
s/a Lindsley H. Noble 

Lindsley H. Noble 

\ 

·- ;_:.,_,_,_,.--



.4iin_an, RuFus M. JONES 

.. . Tdephone 
RITTENHOUSE 9372 

American Friends Service 
Twenty South Twelfth Sb:eef:; · 

Philadelphia 7, * Pennsylvania 

July 26, 1944 

!.~r. J. Vl. Pehle 
Office of the Executive Director 
War Refi..:gee Board 
Treasury Building 

f \1/e..~hington 25, D. C. 

:lear 1'.r. Pehle: 

We would 1 ike to ap::ily through your good offices 
for an amendment to l'.Ie2...811..:ry.--.J2rular.:tmen..t__k~nse #PH~l4294, 
dateaJuly 10, 1944; under which we were authorizeato7emit 
$25, 'J')O to Swi t::rnrland for the purchase of foodstuffs for 
distribution in France to needy displaced persons. 

A messae;e from our representative in Geneva, which 
your office forwQrded to us on July 17, requested that authori­
ty be granted to use $10,00'J of the amount for the purchase of 
French francs and to use the balance for the purchase of food­
stuffs of non-Swiss origin. The French francs ?.nd food would. 
still be used in France for the relief of displaced persons in 
accordance with the terms of the original license. 

As it might be possible to secure approval for the 

Y
' ~·· purchase of French francs more rapidly than to obtain permis-
. . 1.Y-' sion to purchase foodstuffs of non-Swiss origin, we wou].d like 
·i/-~·- 1 ~ to make application for these two changes independently of 
l::;. each other. We feel that the most urgent need is probably 

. , for the French francs and would like, if possible, to have _ . 
r.f,f\l..,.;c· fc, that auth?rization ~rant~d without the ;delay. whic~ '.\Vill pro?ab­
t,· rt«~·-~" ly ensue in connection vnth the other_req_ue_st. Mis1::1 Hodel __ - is 

·~" ~.:. (_;,,c 1 1tnoroughly familiar v:ith this proposed project. ·. . . 
~

1 

, l,j)I ~(b . "" . 
~_y0- (,('"' 
l I ,,Jfl- ..P'-''\ 
~ ~v 

~~· 
In the same message from our Geneva representat~ve;_ 

the SJ_.Ig_gestion was mP~de that the Swiss francs remaining from .. 
a sum'"iff $l'J0,000 recently transmitted to Switzerland for'the 
benefit of the child feeding program in France be used for 
the expenditures contempla.ted under the license Provided for 
displaced ~)ersons. I have discussed this matter-with } .. fr. Park 
cf Foreign Funds Control aqd explaine_d that the funds now in 
Switzerland have been restricted by the- donors to use for 
children in France and must be held for \;hat purpose. 

··-··-'""'-c:.::c;~Lo.::~·-__ - -· ----'~---~·. ~--' .-.···~--· --·"-'---" ·-·~· 'f'\~ ' 
.- - _., 

,----------·-··- ··--_,-~-,::iif'--o:..-~~ I ,_\. 
-, 
' 



··---·-:-_ 

.; .; 

Mr. J. W. Pehle--page 2 

We would, therefore, require the additional Swiss 
francs IThich We \'lere authorized to purchase, Under- license 
#PH-14294, fror.i the Federal Reserve Bank of New York as fisca,l 
agent of the United States. Mr. Park indicated that we 17ould 
probabl;,r have no difficulty in securing additional Swiss francs 
for this purpose. · -

Thankin:; you for any assistance you -may be able to 
give us in securing modifications of Uis license, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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PARAPIIR .. SL; OF T.JLEGR.Af:: R:::C~IV-.cl'b 

CONTROL COPY f 
FROM: 

TO: 

DA'r.c:o: 

AmericanLee;ation, Bern 

Secretary of State, Washi:ngton 

July 11, 1%4 
I . 

4423 

MoClelland tra1u:im:i.ts the following tor the Viar Refugee 

:Board and American .Friends Carvice Oorim1ittae. 

Refer~noe is made herewith to Department's oable of June -15, no, 2062, 

--- /7rt 1~ recommended after consultation with the Legation, 

in view of the difficulty, Hr not impossibiltty, or obtaining 

su.itable f'oo<lstuf'fs of Swiss 01·igin to be sent to sa(ours 

~uake1• inFrance for d.1atribution by them under ICRO sup~rvision 

to refugees ant\ needy displaced ~ersons, both in and out of' 

camps, tnat• you as~ the Treosury D<ilpartment if lioense for 

$25,00L.oan be amill\d.ed to permit (1) pul'ohasa of' French francs 

equivalent '1l10 ~ OQO ol' VJ hi oh Secours ~uaker has signified .. 

their need and ( 2) plll'ohaa~ o:r foodstuffs of non-Sw!as ori_gin. ' 

It 18 sugp,estl.\a., in order to avoid transferring additl.on­

al funds (and pl~c!ng a n~w d~mand' ·on Fedora!. RE:!serve quota 

or swiss tre.ncs) r that you authorize us to use fol' this P.ur.­

pose 100,000 Swlae :rronos of unexpendabla balfinoe of ~100,000 
. I 

still in the he,ndo of Cro:l,.x Mixte, ·the;re being little possi-

bility of finding more :t'oodstut'.1,'o of' Swiss or:lg:t._n~ especially 

milk products, suitable for children to be purchas~d with this 

balance, Too, unfortunately• it is most doubtfUl no_w if 50 

tons already puroh.esCJd can l)e .abi-ppe(l. into l!':t'ance at all. due 

to the 



' 

r' 

,;.~-.··. 

to the chaotic transpprtation conditions in that oountry 

which are likely to grow worse. At the end of this month I 

will repoi-ts on shipping possibilities agnin~ 

You might also consider the feasibility of allotting 

50,000 S\-viss franos from same unspent balance for our Office 

budcet remainder 1944, in V'-e\·: of this state of affairs. I/. 

HARRISON 

7/14./44 


