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TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control 

FROM: War Refugee Board 
'-. !""'" 

Subject:, Relief of Rabbinical group in Shanghai 

There is transmitted herewith a copy of a letter cl.ated Alu'ch 31.1944: 
. . - -. 

from the Financial Counselor, Embassy of Poland dealing nith··the t~efir. 
of $20,000 from the account MmISTRY OF FINANCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF.POLANJ),.··; · 
Bankers Trust Company, to the Legation of Poland, Bern, far Ieaa~ ~ · 
buch of st. Gall. . . 

The War Refugee Board recommends that.appropriate Treas\U'Y 

licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting t.he execution .· 

of the project contemplated in the letter described above. 

Remarks: 
Special facilities 

F. Hodel ··.. · .. ·.. . 
For the Viar Refuzee Bo0.rc ---

Basic license~~Nq. Yl- issued • . . . .... 
Remittance Lic'e!ise No. :xllsfruedc NY. 61970.6 issued April.·~. · .. · .. ·. ··. · · 
Other: Letter Ifo. 70922 dated April 12, 1944 .. 

- . . . 

. · Liaiso~·· 
Fore;ign]j'unds •.. contl'ol· 

~~- ·.· . 

Date:APR 12 1944 
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In reply pleaao 
refer to; 'l0.92a 

I~ dear Mr. Zoltowsld.a 

25 

P..eference iG msde to your latter of March 31, 
1944 (I'.4b/44) in which yo11 re._1ueet a license permitting 
you to rei.'lit on belm.1.f 0£ the Vasa Hahatznl.a frnergency 
Cor.Jnittee, New York, tfovi York, the Swiss franc equivalent 
ot &20,000 to the Legation of Polruic1, Dern, _Switzerland. 

P11r1:1uant to the racorn:nendation mnde by the War 
Refugee Boal'd1 tins Department hao today authorized the 
Federal.

1 
Resorve Bank of Utivi Y.ork to :f.ssue Ucense flo. 

l.fl 619706 to the llimkers Trust Company, 16 Wall Street, 
New York, !law York, pennittin,~ it to effect the retrdt.t&.l1Ce 
described abOve to the debit oi' the account. on its booke 
in the cw.me of "W.nistr-.9' of Finance of the Republic ot 
Polanct

11
, through the Fede:i•al Heserve Dank ot Iiew York~ 

Mr. Janus Zoltowski, 
~. , Financ:tal Counselor,, 

~'nbaesy of Polan4, 
14 Wull Street, 
tlew York, New York 

HBParketji'h lv-6-44 

Sincerely yours, 

l\ '; .~ f'f,f:~ 

Orvis A.• Schnidt 
Acting D.i.J?ector 

---~>-.;--



n.utturlzed to LllUl'l 1ioenf>6 to tho f'.-01lkars 'l'rt.wt ~an;y1 16 1'all fltt'ef'lt, fWw 
notwithstanding General Ruling No. 11, 

York City, >'•~Tinittitl.E :i.t/to debit t brJ tiuoount on its boflk3 int.be neme ot 

''Mirilllt.ry of .l'':banoo 1Jf the .~or,ublic of Po!Md 11 in tho a'l}-;iunt of ~W,000 Md to 

renlt th;;: .:.'ldt•s frimc e. ;i.d vttlent of mAch mu:i to the 1.eet;.tfon Qf Polnnd, Bern, 

.Jn! tMrland. ·rhe l1u<ml!lee b ~utb.ir.hmd to L\f.l' tile d(>lli\r .rti..ount ~nvolved to 

or to purolmst) the :Jwi2u J:'rru.nci<kit~ol'!Wth- i'l'Ol!l the fe~eral Reserve DaQk ot ffo1Y 

Iork as fimml 1'fJ~111t of tho Un.Utm States. PlurHil fJC!nd siBflG~ COf'i1 of lit~l!lt 

. __ ,_,:r1"= 
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(Emergency Committee for Refugee Schplars; 
Yesliiuoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819} 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4235 

March 31, 1944 

Kr. John \'/; Pehle 
1'iar Refugee Board 
Treasury Bldg. 
Washington, D. c. 

Att: Miss F. Hodell 

Dear kiss Hodell, 

May I advise you th~t we hav_e conferred with 
the Hon. 1.:. Kwapeszewski, Charge D 'Afjaires at the 
Polish Legation, and M.r. J. Zultawski, of the,/ 
1,:inistry of Finance of the Republic of Poland, and 
they have agreed to effect the trans fer of the 
$20 ,000 to Rabbi Ch. Sznmlewicz for the Rabbinical 
group in Shanghai, in Swiss francs at the cheaper 
rate. 

Y!e likewise conferred with Mr. William Ri egelman 
of the State Department, who advised us that should a 
license from the Treasury Departmnt issue, the State·· ... 
Department could -send a message to the .Aue rican Legati ori .·. 
requesting their cooperation with the Polish of1'1cials, 
that the transfer from Switzerland be expedited•: . 

'.le al.so discussed the advisability arid. suggested' 
the par.ticipation of the American Legation, the Polish 
official and Mr. Sternbuch in the e:X:ecutiono:f'this · · 
tr~n~sfer. We only await the isruance of the licens_e. 

·~\~~~r:-- , 

AK:r 

With continued expressions of deepest appreciation, 

Vecy respec'tfully your.s, 

VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COJ\."11ITTE;E 

Rab~~Jiz .. 

!= 
! 



:March S, 1944. · 

1!EMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

, Rabbis Kalmanowitz 5U1d Metz called todar to discuss 
their request to send $25,00{)through Switzerland to their 
representative in Shanghai: They explained that up until the 
time Argentina brolce relations With the Axis the Union" of Ortho­
dox Rabbis had been sending money directly to Shanghai through 
Argentina. They are extremely concerned about the situation 
of 450 Rabbis and scholars in Shanghai and believe that the 
danger they face in Shanghai is as great as the danger in Poland. 
They feel that the borrowing authorization which we have perinitted 
them to send through, may, if acted upon, arouse the suspicions 
of the Japanese and seriously endanger the lives of the Rabbinical 
group in Shanghai. It is their thought that by sending a remittance 
through SWitzerland they can avoid suspicion in the minds of the ------
Japanese and thus save the lives of the individuals concerned in 
Shanghai. 

When informed of the statements made by Miss Margolis~ 
upon her recent return to this country, to the effect that·tbfi 
Japanese were cognizant of the borrowing method for financing 
relief to refugees in Shanghai, Rabbi Kalmanowitz stated that 
Hiss W.argolis does not have the latest information on this situation 
since she had been in a concentration camp for several months. He 
insists that his latest information indicates that harm would come 
from the Japanese if they discovered that individuals in Shanghai 
were lending money for relief of refugees against a borrow:l.ngauthor:-
ization from American organizations. · ·· 

F. Hodel 



(Emergency Committee for Refugee Scliolars, 
Yes/iivoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders) 

132 N_ASSAU STREET 

SPONSORED BY 

ALL RABBINICAL ORGANIZATIONS 

YESHIVOTH·IN·EXILE 

l"olATIONAL .JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

War ~efugee Board 
Treasury '3uilding 
'./asnin1::ton, D. c. 

Dear J.'iss Rodell, 

(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK, N. Y, 

PHONE RECTOR 2-4238 

March 1, 1944 

Attention: I''iss Florence Hodell 

~.:r. Parke of your office has advised us today that a .; 
lie ense for G ne d.isp t ch of our cable to Mr. Isaac Sternbuch 
and from him to Shanghai, China, has been approved by the 
3oard. Allow us to thank you sincerely for· yoilr devoted in­
terest in the problem and your desire to lend every cooperation. 

During the conversation wnich our J..ir. Schoen had with you 
yesterday, we int ended to call to your attention the utter 
helplessness of the Shanghai group c..nd their pathetic appeal 
expressed in confidential advices which reached us several days ago. 

Vie fully and deeply appreciate your complete understanding 
;f our problem and we therefore reel that vie will find a sym­
pathetic ear in the request, which we respectfully urge your 
3oard to consider. 

Vie earnestly feel that, though license for our cable has 
been given and borrowing power granted to our Dean Rabbi Ch. 
Szmulewicz~ delay may ensue am difficulties, .. (especially in 
bo:vrov;ing the funds), may occur which will seriously haniper· 
this projected 1fieasure. 

-~ 

'.'!e would therefore, propose that license be granted to send 
a !smaller· sum, $25,000.00 in SWiss francs to Mr. Sternbuch, that 
he im~iediately transfer it to Rabbi Szmulewicz. 

'Ne await your approval, that we nay make formal application 
for a license for this sum. 

Respectfully yours, 
VAAD HAHATZALA EMERGENCY COJ.TivHTTEE 

AK:r l_.. .. /"''(--i· <Jc.A~ .. _,, ~/ /,? ' . 

. Rabbi .Al:lr am K!ilman owit~:· 

'"·"-

- _. ____ ' 



E. C. W. T. Y. 
132 NASSAU STREET 

Suite 819-820 
New York City 

Att: Miss Hodell 

War Refugee Board 

Treasury Building 

Washington, D. e. 

( 
I 
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