


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE -BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DEC 18 1944
TC LTI FLPLOYERS OF THE TAR “5FTNPE ROARD:

as the end of the year ssproaches I would like to
express *o each of you my ancreciation and personsl thanks
Fer wrur vhelehsarted support in carrying forwerd tre work
wer Refuges “oard, T am sure thot 211 of us hove
reason to he prevd of the part we hite had ir this great
nnierteking to @sve human 1ives.

of bhn

Tc ewnl of you I extend my ver, best wishbes for the
¥ 45y seaceor. and the comine year,




s

]

>Execunve OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

oaTe October 19, 1944

10 Mr. Pehle - ' '

fROM  B. Akzin

(1) Kubowitzki has been to see me at 1:30 today. He informed me that,
at the suggestion of Mr. Brennan, Irish Minister in Washington, the World Jewish
Congress cabled to London and Dublin, asking that the Irish Government be requested

to send a diplomatic mission or a delegation of the Irish Red Cross to Budapest,
with a view t0 put a fair number of Jews under Irish protection, along the lines
adopted by Sweden.

Kubowitzki asked whether

ve would not ask the American Minister at Dublin
to support this request,

(2) EKubowitzki asked whether, in view of the eritical situation, we could

not urgently request all other neutral governments represented in Budapest to teke

speedy action, in issuing documents to Jews in Budapest and taking them under their
Physical protection, in line wilth Swedish practice.

(3) Kubowitzki wishes
of janitors in connection with th
to keep up to date a list of all
Jews, have the only keys which op
wise act as agents for the police
gested, therefore, that special br

to draw our stteation to the special importance
€ present situation in Budapest. Janitors have
Jews in their houses, are responsible for these
en the house doors after 10300 Pells, and other-
with respett to their houses, Kubowitzki sug-

oedcasts {from Peris and Brussels ag well as
from New York and London) and leaflets be addressed to these Janitors, promising

them rewards if they facilitated the concealment of Jews pending the liberayion

of Budapest, and threatening punishment if they alded in the measures being taken
at present to exterminate the Jews, -

This latter suggestion seems rather
on the basis of my knowledge of loecal conditions, I believe it to -be eminently
practical. From my own knowledge, I can confirm the vital part which house jani-
tors play in connection with police supervision and law enforcement in Hungary,
Austria, and neighboring areas. In the circumstances, the importence of obtain-
ing their assistance cannot be overestimated. A direct appeal to them has, more- -
over, excellent chances to prove effective, since ag g class, they are greedy for
rewards, and since their fixed residence and occupatlon makes them easily discern—

ludicrous on the face of it, and yet,

ible for punishment.

Mr. Lanyi, or any other expert on Central Europe, in 0.W.I. or elsevhere,
will undoubtedly corraborate the above, ’
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WASHINGTON
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June 12, 1944..
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

Justice Frank Murphy called me todsy to
say that he was going down to The Homestead for a week
Vand thet he was then going away for four months. He
referred to his conversation'%ith Ben Cohen and said

he would like to be helpful in any way possible.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT . .

W AR REFUGEE BOARD : WQA}Q
E— ? x

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATEMay 26, 1944
10 Mr. John W. Pehie

FROM L. S. Lecser

Congressman Arttur Xlein’ called me today and asked me to glve ou
& ) J g y
this mecs.ge i hie w2 le.ving for New York this afternoon:

Kleir is the chuirman of a committee of Hungarian“Jews that
intenas to hold a muss meeting in Cernegie’Hzll in New York City on
June 14 or 15 (the date is us yet undetermined) and he would like to
have you talk. He intenus also to invite Senators Wagner and Meade.
Fe would appreciate it very much if you would let him know just as
soon as you can whether it woula be possible for you to attend.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE May 19,

10 ir. reihle
FROM liss Hodel

. . Y
ir. Leavitt’asked me to inferm you that the Foreign

rolicy assoclation has scheduled a meeting for June lst at

which Trs drschumam’will be the guest speaker. The subject

e

of the meebting is "Turkey'at the Jrossrcads.®




¥ay 19, 1944
Mr, Pehle

Miss Hodel

Mr. Leavitt asked me to inform you that the Foreign
Policy Association has scheduled a meeting for June lst at
which Ira !lirschmann will be the guest speaker. The subject

of the meeting is "Turkey at the Crossroads."

FH:lab 5/19/44




Hay b, 1944
My, Bendy
d, ¥, Pahle

Attached 1s s copy of a cable to Alglers vhich I oleared
vith you this morning.

(Slt‘.‘ned) J. Pehle

Los A e Qs
/7 s eiak 2“““7"“’
o :
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April 17, 1944

MEMORANDUY FOR_THE FILES:

At the Secretary's suggestion I called Bé@le today

J
and made the following proposals to himt’

1.

I suggested that Mr. Hull might want to

see Sir Herbert Emerson and in connection
with seeing him might want to meke some
statement to the press wlth regard to the
relation of the Intergovernmental Committee
and the War Refugee Board. Berle said he
would pess the suggestjon along.

I suggested that Berle see Ira Hirscgmann
in order to get hls story and sdvised him
that Secretary lMorgentheu suggested Hull
might want to call a meeting of the VWar
Refugee Board to talk with Ire Hirschmann,
Berle said he would pass this suggestion
along also to Secretary Hull.




April 17, 1944

by RANDUM FOR THE FILES:

At the Seorctary's suggestion I called Berle todey

and made the following proposals to himt

1.

2'

1 i
| 11

I suggested that Mr. Hull might want to

see Oir Herbert Emerson and oonnection
with sesing him might want to make some
statement to the press with regard to the
rolation of the Intergovernmental Commitiee
and the War Refugee Board, BHerle sald he
would pass the suggestion along.

I suggestad that Borle see lra Hirschmann
in order to get hie story and advised him
that 3earetery Morgenthau suggested Hull
might want to call a meeting of the War
Refugee Board to talk with Jlra Hirsohmanu,.
Berle said he would pass thls auggestion
elong also to Secretary Hull. : .

(8igned) J.W, Penle

i+

4/17/44




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 7 : o h Vi.v'i'
W AR REFUGEE BOARD . 7/06 '
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION : o . o X

oaApril 12,1944

0 Mr., Friedman

FROM Jde. W. Pehle

: ~
When convenient, speak to me about a Turkish

v
shipping matter that Basil Harr{; of the United States

Lines mentioned to me while I was in New York.

J. W. Pehle



April 7, 1944

TO 1 Mr. Pehle
FROM: Myles Standish

Hr. Friedman has asked that you be sent the attached
oopy of a memorandum I have Just prepared at his sugges~
tion. Coples have gone algo to the Messrs. DuBois, Lesser,

and Abrshamson for their opinlons.

Attachment

/
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ugsendlghilen




MEMORANDUM  —-
Merch 14, 1944

I telked to Raymond-G. Swing’ today concerning the psychologicel”
warfare side of the War Refugee Board's problemse. OSwing seemed very
sympathetic with the purposes of the War Refugee Board but was very
discouraging generally on what could be done through propaganda. He
mede the following points:

(1) Swing d4id not think it would do any good at all to try to bring

home to the Germen people the German Government's'dctivities in murder-

ing the Jews since the German Govermment would deny the accuracy of any
stetements which were made and was in & position to neutrelize the effect
of any such statements without any trouble. He felt that the German people

would not be particularly concerned about the problem and even if they were

somewvhat concerned Swing felt it would not have any effect, at this stege
of the war, on the German Government's position.

(2) Swing did not feel that any approach to the German Government would be
worth while and felt that any publicity’given to any feilure of an approsach
to the German Government would only result in intensification of messures
against the Jews. He said the only possibility of: doing anything with the
German Government would be to meke a deal with some faction in the Nazi

party, such as Goering, and he felt it would be very bad  policy to make such

a deal.

(3) Swing said he thought much could be done by directly pressing the
satellite governments and some good might be done in propsgande aimed at
the satellite people. He sald that if the Russlan Government were willing
to bring pressure on the satellite=governments it would increase xymy fold
the effectiveness of such pressure. - o

(4) Swing thought possibly something could be done by way of pressure on
the Vichy Government.

Swing was very cordial and said he would be glad to help out in any '
way which he felt was practical and would really do some good. . . -

W(;
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Yepoh i¢, 1044 o

I talked %o Reyaond 4, swlﬁg Seday aoneerning wue Payeivlegies
werfove nide of the Wap Refugee Board's praviens, Swlng secnmed ve;
Fyaosthetle vith the purposas or the Yar Refugee Donra Y wan ver
Alscouraging generally on wiat could be domy WEh propégenda. He
#ede the followlng pointat

(1) Swing 444 not think 1% would Go amy gaad a? 8ll %o Ly te bein
houe %o the Gepmen 2asele the Garman Governmentty aailvities 0 nurdope
ing the Jews sinee the Goruen Goverument wauld deny the heocursey of any
ctatogents whloh were nde and wag in pesition to asulralive the :
9fTeat of any ¢uoh ntevenents wishout any wrouble, He fols that

the Germah people would not ba partisulerly coneorned about the

problen end aven Lf they vere somewhst bonderned mwing folt Ly

would net have 8fTo0%, 0t thie stoge of the war, on the

Gerwan Governmentts posltiun. :

(2) swing a4 ooy 2ol thet an Aphroach” to the Gersan Uovernuent _
wvould Bs worth wihile ana Felt that any publliodty given to wiy fallups
of an sppresch to the Gorman Bovernment would enly result in
intensifigaticn of Bpesures againet the Jews, He #8334 the enly
Possibility of dedng auythioy with the Sursian Gaveroment would be

S0 make » desl with sems factlon in the fggi parRy, augh as Gosplng,
shd he folt 1% would be Vory bed-paliey to meke suen & deoal.

(3) %u1n§ #5814 he thought muoh could bs dune. by dirsotly press
the setelliite governaante and some geod odght be done znigybgag ia
almed ot the sotellite poople, He asaid $het if AV Russish Yoveriw
tent were willisg to briug preseure on tHe 224911 ite govaynients

it would ineresas seny fold the *tfeativansss of BUsh presoure,. T
(¢)  swing thoughs pogsibly sonething vould Ye dons by way of S
Praasure on the Vighy Governaent, -

Swing wee vary sopiisl end puig He wuld ba %l&érﬁé;ﬁéiﬁ aut

30 ony wny whioh he felt WhE pPeotlenl and would reslly do some good.

W7 RN




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT - Lo :
W AR REFUGEE BOARD '
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE
o e 1, . © March 13, 1944
oM .. &, Treser )

ent'c Var Deliefl
natters. He told
neu, for the time
s that voluntary
Tl result
2321 eountoin
ol elidns,

cave Lo be

i r+~1w fé,OOO,DOO.
t: 't 1.,3 tant one, of

sum
for

were more
do iw/ith and the
r. Brunot said

A necassary {or the
ief had, in effect,

Tor the reimbursement

. Pelief hod been

ise UNTIRA t@ itognt no longer held for the

5 hoped tho me way could be worked out pf eliminabing
for the past. UWRRA comes into
ation of the MERRA camps.

S

o@ra' action in refusing te
the Wational War Fund's
be brought to bear on THRRA
: e the-support of refugeecs
; 217424 tervitory. e zgaln requested our cooperstion in
JQLFte» out that unless the care of refugees was .
2 governmental regponsibility, the Mational ¥War Fund would--

1 Lo supply the necessary funds and if it had to do 80,
mizht be com}slled to cut down on sther activities such as relief to
srisoners of war,

Hr. 3ranot would olgo like to have from us, if he can, & general
tnuefined estimate of how much moncy we think we might ask his Board and
t:e Hationzl War Fund to appropriate out of the 0unting°ﬂoy fund for

urzoses cponsored by during the next six months.




FFC-76 -
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CROSS REFERENCE ON . [EMQRAXDA;. MR. PEHLETS
OFFICE

FOR:
Amendment to this License . . . . . coe D
Extension of this License . . . . . . . . . . I l
Renewal of this License . . . ., . , . . . . . D
Correspondence concerning this application D
Other (Specify)
J.%W.PEELE
WHEITE'S
SEE: pRC RS Ty CT TC F & RIsCUT CF REFUCGEES: EVA.

QUATICH TC « TERU' = ATY T FCETUGAL) -
{ZValUATICS FRCH SPAIl TC LYAUTEY




¥r. Pehle : o *  Tebroary 28, 1944

L..3. Lesgser

In considering what, if any, action should be taken to persuade the
British to issue visas” for emigration to Pelestine” or Cyprug’to persons
¥ho have not yet come out of enemy-occupied territory, it must be borne
in minc that a policy”idenbicel with that of the British prevails in our
own State’Departuent and is considered so well-grounded as to find

expresslon in a Tora letter, witness the following, commonly known as
"Visa Form K-4"% A

PDEPARTHENT OF STATE
¥ashington

"In reply refer to VD

"L refer to your recent coamunieation reQuesting foras
for use in connection with the centraliged viea control pro-
cedure.

"If you will inform the Department regarding the naumes,
ages, addresses, and places of birth.of the prospective visa
applicants, and x1l1l state whether you are interested in their
cases ag a sponsor or as a paid intermediary, you will be ade
vised coneerning the proper procedurs to be followed.

"It may be polnted out, however, that if the ;w‘rsons in
whom you ars interosted reside in enemy-controglled territory

where no American consuler visa services ave available, no steps. . .

may be tsken with a view to providing them with visas for ad- MR e
+ migsion into the United States so long as they are reslding im \\, - :

such territory.® ] o R

Very truly yours,

"H. K. Travers
Chief, Viga Division.? -

*Underscoring supplied, o

LSLessersals 2/28/44




February i

Ir. Pehle
Mes Hodel

The next time any of our psople are in New York } Buggeat that they
may wish to call on Manfred George, Rditor of Aufbav, 67 West 44th Stroet,
New York City. Mr. George has written ug conoerning extensive information
available to “Autbeu®, an smerican Jewish weskly newspapsr, and has offered
to be of help to the War Refugee Board. I alaso suggest that somaone L
wish to call on Israsl deremineld, Aserican representative of the Histadrus,

General’ Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine, 510 %iest 112th Street, New
York City. Mr. Moreninski has writ

ten us twice concerning cables reoeived
from their representative in Turkey and has offered to robilize voluntesrs
for work in the neutral countries, ’

Hr. Friedusn has been advised of the foregoing and ecnours in xy
suggzastion.

 FHodelthd 2/22/44
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N HEMORANDUM - L
Cfficial Fils Copy I February 19, 194u';,j;,;

Cn Tiursdey, February 17, 1944, Morris Ernst had a -

se2ll cinrer 2t his howe to introduce me to certain com- | Lo
~tntrtors and other persons interested in the problems S P

of the Wer Refugzee Boerd. The following were present:

.. W . . - ¢
&Y. and nrs,. orrisiirnst )
fielen Reid of thc lew York Herald Tribune
Sewuel Grelftort .

uincy Howet , .
nussell Leffingvell
()

s A
ot olloYrer

Siiewrof THewe Veel
wEor ¢ Fielding ziliott., g

I sumsed un briefly for the group the nurooses and
rlens of whe Wer Refugee Boerd end there was o long .dis-
ion of the »nrobler and vhet can be done to meet it.
1loving con entec were oarticularly significant:

(1) We Ciscusred the cctivities of the Emergency Committee
to seve the Jewish People of Burope. The Comzittee was
criticized by Ssm Shore and vraised by Semuel Grafton who
szid that the Com:ittee followed the same pronaganda tactics
as the farm bloc vwith comnarable success.

) Several of the commentftors were very interested in the

nological” warfare nroblem of bringing pressure on the

llites. Quincy ilove sugrested that we play up the good

gs about what the Hungsrian and Swedish Governwmknts have

n doing and onresumebly will ftake this line in some of his

racio com:ents. In oarticular he was impressed with the ,

idea that certein German soldiers are now asking refugees .. . B
for some evidence they can carry in their pessession indi- =~ = =~ & RS
ceting thet they have been humane in their treatment of the .-

refugees. ' hal o :

w7
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(3) ~Russell Leffingwell was very symoathetic with the War
itefugee Board oroblem, He felt strongly that the problem - .
of getting the endangered out of occunied Eurone is the job
of the aAmerican veonle and not just of the Jews in the
United States.

wn




had overexphasizcd the dissension

v crouns end that he could do a lot

toer, I 40ld him to go ahead on his

21¢ end thet as far as I was con-
orx with the vsrious groups

ot together, which I doubted

(Z) oonrge Fielding Elliott wes very sympnathetic although
e J1¢ nct contribute mach to the discussion., He said
ciserwera thet hie woald e lad o <o what he could
in con~ection with the military. *
after cdinrer jJined oy Mr. and krs. Pilpel.

erciet Pilvnel is er of reenbeun, Wolfe, and Ernst,

aer ot i ve of the J3C who i1s going to
oigl z ve just ascsisted in getting

.

tre Brnst's, Tilvel's, end I called

o ner huebsnd ané nod o long discus-~

=10 the =evernlogiccl werfare asnects

51 Tho:s aoon felt that this Government

LEG i2ted the noternticlities of the use

on the Gerzen oveovnle and emohesized
: ng cre by moture sentimental and
delities cen ve teken advantage of if a orover
: For exemnle, ghe grid Shet in bhroacd-
v e shoulc fegunme Theh the German »eonle
e etrocities ageinst the Jews and do noet
i their Sovernment. She said it

ne 1t clesr not only that we are
renne who COL it atrﬂcltles, but we are also
the uerwens vho refrein from enzaging in such
e ceeneC convinced that DsyCﬂolo ical pregsure
cee in bound to be very ﬂelnful

The following morning I celled on Louis Dolivet of the
Free World association andé had a short talk with him during
wiich ne sumsrized the meeting of the night before attended
by Friedwman.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE Feb. 15, 1944

ro Members of staff of War Refugese Board

FROM J. W. Pehle

In sending me memoranda for my information please
send me copies and not the originals so fhat I may keep them . -
in my files and the originals can be sent to the official
files. Also show on each copy the other persons receiving
coples. For the time being I belleve that very wide distribution
should be made of all memoranda to the people working on Wer
Refugee Board matters, including Luxford.

. R G
official File Copy . ) - - . e _:L. ;

-
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& February 9, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE.FILES:

Miss Brown of the Columbid Broadcasting
System called for Mr. Wood of the Spécial Events
Department and inquired when I would be able to
make a broadcast. She will call again next week.

. ' - B
g

P n W

S wmewopn




" Pebruary 8, 1944.

MEMORANDUK FOR THE PILESS

Miss Brown of the Columbie Broadomsting
System called for Kr. Wood of the Bpeeial Eventa
Department and inquired when Il would be able %o

make a broadcast. BShe will esll again next week.

(Initialed) J.W.Pé

JWPtlnhh -2/9/44




TREASURY DEPARTMENT -
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pate Jari. 31, 1944

TO Miss Hodel

FROM  J. W. Pehle

In order to avoid any confusion between presently

active projects, as well as contemplated projects, of the

War Hefugee Board, I wish you would assign numbers to all

of such projects or contemplated projects including the

following:
.‘ 1. JDC operation in France.
2. WJC operation in France and Rumania.
3. Union of Orthodox .Rabbis operation on
transfer of Jews from Poland to Hungary, etc.
- 4. Evacuation of Jews from Traﬂsnistria to / -
Rumsnia. ’ . :
i+ 5. Evacuation of Abandoned children from France ) i W
to Switzerland. , _ ) B R
6. Evacuation of Yugoslav refugees on Island of
Rab.
7. Evacuation and relief of refugees through
Turkey. . '
8. International Red Cross field and relief operations.

This will enable all the interested peréons to set up

books containing all the documentations on each of these projects.

&




TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

PDATE

TO Mr. Pehle ) January 31, 1944

FroMm L. S. Lesser ) ) ) y Vﬁ

;i %»}?*D

V &

After a week-end of conversations with persons wﬁose sole desire‘is to
be helpful and remain anonymous, I strongly urge that before going much further,
the War Refugee Board call a conference of representatives of each and every
private organization engaged in relief and/or rescus work and of each and every
of the fast multiplying self-coﬁstituted "Save the Jews" committee. Each
committee and organization should be limited to one or possibly two represen-
tatives. The powers and functions of the Board éhould be plainly stated to
those attending the conference and they should be asked for specific written
statements of what they would do if they were clothed with the Board's powers
and of what they propose to do to help get the job done. It is the view of those
with whom I had my conversations that unless some ‘such procedure is followed, the
Board will find iltself wrapped up in a maze of intrigue, politics and fault-finding
that will not only nullify its effectiveness but stultify its membefs.ffit ﬁas
suggested that such organizationsand committees may berinclinéd to use the Board o © e e
*ag a scape-goat for their own ineffectiveness aﬁd that the suggested course nay : T

check-mate any such tendency.

@
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE January 26, 1944

TO Miss Hodel

FROM J. W. Pehle

Please prepare a reply for my signature as Assistsnt to the

Secretary. I suggest a little more than an acknowledgment.

J. W. Pehle
!
“V
N
'S
* ¢
B




Miss Hodel s ol : ‘
J. #. Pehle

Plegae prepare a reply for my signnture as Aselstant to the

Secretary. I suggest a little more than an scknowledgaent.

J. W. Pehle

LS
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