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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION FILING AUTHORIT :
T0s "Mail & Fllea%

’ ' - ANS..
1734 Wew York Avenue, N,W, NO ANs. REQ i
Washington 6, D, C, © INITIAL, veenons : :
) DATE LT T LY T

n-ouu.occ“‘{'." - i.

Jenuary 27, 1944 o o

J

iss Florence Hodel
Foerecign FPunds Control
reasury Department
ashi ton, el

At the request cf"liss Flexner, I am sending you a

mMemorandun on the liiddle Zzst Rteliel end Refugee Ad-

rministration., I hope this contains the information

veou want.

Very sincerely yours,

Attachments:
1~ Memo on KERRA




FOLIEF 41D GeFUGES ADEIKISTRATION (MERRA)
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cc or-~anization, the exact powers
»2 to define, 1t dates back to ;

{sh Govermment to szppoint a repre- o
te”, wno was in effect & member of o
Gziro, empowered to act -
responsible to the

o
in the ; iddle East, Its ' .
s its Assistent Director- ’

tna channeling
ed £ large num-
refucees heve been
tnousand from the
hae sole responsi-
oses Yell on tThe
el Tor trensients
nowrever, its popula-
r leck of transpor-
, =ltnough at var-
heen trensshipped to
snt Tanganyika.

are no longer the respon=-
vt of tnme Greek or other

=
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y_ tne lloses Well Jgxp, IERRA acts
apacity bto seversl other camps in

st. These include two receptigh

women, at Aleppo, Syria, which

refurees coming through Turkey

ront camp for the bhysically un-

11ls of Lebanon overlooking Bel- -

: ran, end Xarachi. The Beirut

-5 that st lioses Well, have in the past )

montis é permanent rather than & trensient character.

They are run by the Intelligence Corps of the 3ritish Ninth

expenses ars chesrged to the Greel Soverrmment-in-Exile,

1ch the necessary funds are sdvanced by the British Gov-

ernnent. The key personnel of the cemps ere British officers,

eided by non-commissioned officers, frecuently wounded -soldiers;

come personnel from voluntary agencics are elso utilized.

“ood 1s furnished by the British Army and hence includes certalin

available Lend-Lease supplies; otrher supplies are donated

throusn such organizations -as the americsn Red Cross, Greek Var
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nelief, end the Society of Friends,
Ir July 1943, the Civil

Army Generel Headguarters

5y lvation of Ui,

ffairs Prench of the British
¢dle Zast, stated that pending
carded LERFEA &s the authority
2le for the coord ion of operations orf voluntary
Interertis in the relier of the civi]l population in
¢ —z8t durin the initiasl veriod of military occupa-
A nez tivo ascterd sg lieison between the British Army
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the Chairman ang Secretary
i1, comstituted in July 1943
has a dual program: to furnish
recruit and train Per=
"equested by MERRA to
available from voluntary
rsonnel for initial pe-
" is 2 wholly SBritish
1 chraracter,
t recruits will
concerned
88); one third
d from British
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Or nurses is operateg by
NT 8 schocl for the train-

tiae Society of Friends,




YaB BEpUGRaR

There are severcl vayr rofugees cumps An Zgyps operated by the

Midale Zsat Hollef ead Rebabilitation sdminlstration, A British organiza~

tion soon o begoms @ part of UZRRA, The atbitude of the Mgyptien Govern-

zent townrd rofugeen is that all refugees are herys on a temporary basls
only nn;i considered us baing in ¥ransii. Before entering the gountey,
rofugson st En sponsored Uy some governmontol sgenay, wuch ae RiREA,
vhich gunrnntéeq to take onre of them wd to transpert them oub of the
country vhen the wor is over, A

Tho Legation has send an slde~mamoirs to the Xgyptian Governnent,
agking for ita eooperation as & pember of the \inu‘ad Entiona in the vork
of helping peruecuted ainorities. As an Arab stade, Sgypt will probably
not tgres to the hermmnent geattlement of Jews in ﬁgypi until the whole
Arob=dewlagh yuestion in Falewtine has boen regolved, Thare wild p’rbfs-
sbly ua no aiffieulty in odteintng pnrat-utén for At;hé antyy of Jews {nto
Bgypt for duration residence in oamps, Hr, ﬁrahe;r. the chief Awerioan
UHERA reproementative hove, told se shos if Jawe ox pthar rofuzoeg can’
be gotten out of ogeupded Iurope UNRRA uul'ﬂ‘aa a woy td tike A'msre oi‘i.
$hew. Refugzess in considerable mambers nre cou&ng over fron ‘fusmhwn
‘nov via the ltallon satnmland thyomsh the cooperadion of tha Parsluns‘
%here is 8 coup £for them nt Bl Shass (near Sues) vhidh new centums about
18,000 rofugees, nnd 1t §s axpanted that a wm han 85.090 by She snd of
Baroh. Lorge numbers of Greeke ors ouwcaping by the Aogmu and maumene

Iglunda, 1 have ennl.oau& & iabla ahowing bhe n\mbar at‘ Qreek ﬂi\mu' 1n'

vorious cagpa, I have also enclowed twe rnpo:ta on Polish nmgen whioh -
_ may be of interest, 1 intend to goh_mre tnromauon on tha wir rqi\xa“ s

. lu\u\nan in the asay future,
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. 85,000 !ppﬂﬁ- -

‘ ALEPFO & ATHLIT Oonntnnt wovemant of refugess in Srannit
; SOVK_ KT, CHAWR Y - 1
SRUSAL S " £ ¢ ]
855 AELLS e e e e e e e e a4 . B000
us e e e s e e e e e s e s. . 8000
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{ex Jodeconase) revsntly evrived, . , , 2,49
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Translation of the Folish Hiniater Deiegatets Report

¥olish Refuzess

in anaver to your requeat for inforeation on Dagomber N

1 wieh to report that Folish Rafugess evacuated $o the Middle

Hant, 2frica, and Aein arve cared for in two Aifferend wayet

1. Hefugees (1800 people) evacuntsd te Palestine, mont

of them via the Balkenm originelly, receive monetary asaistance

as followal

LP 18,00,0 monthly per peraon

LF 28,00.0 for a family of two

LP 38,00,0 ° ¢ «® *  three

P o20,00,0 % 0 0w * four

¥ 47.00,0 7 % 0 " five or more

Hith this allowanes, they meot all their subsimbence expanses,

Howaver, in addition, the Goveramsnt furnishes them periodieslly

with olothing, medical snd dents) card, Restaurante serve

meale at lov prices, They also benefit from cultursl and
educational instrustion iu sohoole and braries, such es.
educational courses, leoturas dlacussion groups, ete,

2, On the other hsnd, refugses avocunited beginning An

$ho spring of 1941 from Eusele $o Iren, and from thars to”

Eritioh Zaet Afrios, ithodesia, and India, received Government

subsistonoe, They sre gathersd in refugee cnmps and reseiva

living quarters, food, and %o a certuin exisnt olothing.

Furthermore, the refuzees 1iving in Gampw uaéivg@. aartain

amount of vacket money. In the osups in Ivun, thim anounts

to 180 rials monthly per porson for these pereons over 16
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P
Fears of age vho ure not regularly empleyed, Ohiléren wader
16 years of age reseive 90 riale & month, Paeket money
increnved since our last report, due $o increased ¢ost of
1iving according to Folish flovernmemt, In Indi_i. tht_n mn&h{y
"sllowance nmounts $0 ten yupses per month for psrssns not
employad, vho ars over 16 yanys of ags, and & puneas pey 7
senth for children from twelve to sixtesn yeors of ege,

In all aamps refugses srea requivsd %o perform all huﬂlo--
keeping dutios, In Indla, ths minimum hours pey wesk for
such work is twelve, while in sfrlea, the minimum is three
hours par dey. .

Refugees working in Faast Africn on farms Peceivs wnrges
from one 40 ons and a half shillinge per w, in addition ¢o
their board and lodging in . the eamp, &p_oeuuno recoive in
addition to this basis subsistence, rmﬁon- for vork
done, a8 folloust

Firemsn in Bonbay reosive shs.i-t'y rupess monthly
Uhouffeurs recéive from 78 to 150 rupess meatRly

s
Spacislists receive Detter pay, Far inotance, parsonnel on

the transport which loft in Septekber last yeur from India
to Nexioo, reasived in addition to Sheir foed os followst
Dostors « 3850 yupses per month
Nurees - 100 rupess per month
Femnlo tenchers - 100 supses pey moath
Fureery schosl aides « 80 yrupses par month
Unakilled woricerw on the sase Sransport quo pald & viage of
28 rupess par month, 7
Xn Iran, unwkilled workera angeged by the Folish Legasion

3 v
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receive from 400 to 600 wxials monthly, In'adaitl'ar_n, the
Uovernmant furniches food, elothing, lodging, mediosl ax;dr
dentol care. %The skilled worker or epsoinlist s padd
botter. The uonshly wage of a nuras, ypudblic uﬁhoal teucher,
and nursery school aid smount$s to 800 or 900 rials, Head
mmuﬁ and aseistant doctors earn from 1200 to 1300 rials

per month, and n dootor ensns 2800 per ronth.




Translation of lluoraadm from Polrish Hiahnr
of 9tate dated i’ebmry 10, 1944

Az a rule, s}l oxp-nn: for the upkeep of the nrugcu
snd the sonstruntion of shelter for them is paid by the
Polish Government, An excoption to $his is & group of 400
rofugeen {n North Rhodecin known as ths “Cyprus Group” whioch
is financed by the British Oovornment, and o group of 800
ahildren in Indis, surported by Huharajsh Hawsnogar,

411 Pelizh sdminietrative, medionl, hoapitsl end oducntionnl
parsoansl, are Being seid by the Fplish Government,

The aont of transporting refugess $o their deb$ination,
a8 711 an the expennes gonnected with the upkeep of tramsient
o;nns is assuned by the Britich Govarnment,

Britich personnel are ongaged in the administration of
the Polioh Refugae onmps; and the commsidnate of She campe
and other administrative psrecnnsi are npaid by the 3rltiah
Governaent, -

la territories whepe Folish refugeen ars located the
finauclal srrangements ars ans foXlowss » :

1. Zaleatina, Svris, Labenop ~- about mao‘rkugqua.' Al
funds needed for the upkegp of therrsfugna'na supplied by
the Zolieh Uoverament which renfts for thls purpore monthly

-allowenees. At present, the amsunt uﬁitt-d for this purpone
ie abous 70,000 pounds sonthly, This o mmt may be margsud
because of incranees in the nunbor of refugess due o

denobilisnsion of some 0f the Poldsh s0)diorm fron &cotive

duky, mxuh an inmlidl.
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2. lrsg -~ Avout 10,000 refugess, - The gest ffapiceep

of Tollsh Refuzess in Iran at present szpunte 4@ 1&0@0
pounde monthly, i’ﬁls emount ie ndvonded by t!u Britieh
Governuont vhich ie then reimburesd by the P@ltah ﬂévemmn,l
in Lendon, -

The Zritiah Government covers szpansey conteoted wﬂh
the transportation of refugece to Iyan as well az to tha-
traneient owop et Shwas and Esrseht,

3. 1adig -- About 4,000 refuzess, The Usverament of
India wdvences é!u cost of upkeep in refuges osupa, utﬂin&
these amounts later with the Polish Gavarnment in Lendon,

The averaze cost of the upkeep of refugens por sonth in
Indis ir zbout 24,000 nounds,

4, Zaat=Afriga -- About 16,000 refugees, Datailed
information ebout the cosy s net in our posaession, The
Bovernments of vorious colonies advange the nesded supplies
for the upksap of our rafuraes kubmtgiug gt a later date,
on itenized statomant, A% this time, wa astinnte the . s ,
exXponses fdr this territory end abou 100,020 pounds wonthly. ‘ .

“Astde from the above mentigoned asounts. necenansy fop ] o T
food and lodging for the Fellsh refugesn, ‘the Polien Governmant
hae expanded o large ambunt for the wurchass of aletlifug, aa
well o3 specisl faodesusPe (For ohfldren) and modiond supplies,
' Horeaver, for asrtain da:"h‘;tta vu?pnaii, .4, edusetionsl
help, and olothing for ohildrsa, %he Polish ﬁ‘anongi Counetd 7

“4n the U, %, aomtributes certatn fuuis,

> ¥
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8. South.Afrie -~ 4 eaﬁp for ahc;m 500 orphan children
-lbmﬁﬁ in Uud'tslmom near Capetown 48 hoticrluppértod Yy '
the Polish Governmsnt. Loca)l philanthropic organiantionns
contri bute gerdain ansistence 9 thin aamp, |
Sumseriginat  Polish refugess in all arsis nusbsr 36,400
of whom all bus 900 are finenced by the Polish Government |

at obout 330,000 pounds sterling monthiy, %he H0D are in -

Rhodestia and Indie &nd are finanaed by ths British governamt,

£
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OREEUB & PRICES (Feed)
USATIHE interoept datéd Fab, 18, 1944

Seurce: A refugee

Here ore liated some of $he chief food nrices on Vhe h_ash

of 3,000,000 druchnes to ons gold round as of Junusry 7, 1944,

Olive oil A 450,000 drachmas par oie

Bread 80.70,000 4. R 7 " » A |
Vegetablas 2830000 ¢ LI o -
Dry beans : 130.130,000 * % 8 '

Sugar ) ém-sao,ooo " ¢« 8

Heat 400,000 L] LI |

?::i'idm) 200,000 " &

Figh 380,000 _' » 8 @

Gorn 60,000 . ¢ .

heat 70,000 n 8. @

The sub~eource has hsd informstion singe the beginning of
Janunry thet the value of one £old pound has inatqnud to 4,000,000
drachosn, sad £ood prices have gome up in proportion, Ordiﬂ_aﬁr_' .
peoply cannot efford t0 pay thess extremely high prices, bmr : e ™
the Red Cross "Papuler Soup Kitchens® (laika sisitia) ave
impreving every day, mnd new ons con hardly say Ghét people

are dying of stsrvation,



