


In reply please 
refer to 1 JJ72 

Dear Mr. Millers 

NOV 17 00 

I have youi· latter of October 27, 1944, requesting 
information aa to the number of refugees in the United States at 
the present time. 

In replying to your question it is neoessary to distinguish 
between persons entering this country under the regular immigration 
procedure and those given temporary asylum in this country as 
refugees. The former include persona admitted on a permanent basis 
who acquire the rights and privileges of legal immigrants and persons 
admittert for limited periods under temporary viansJ both of these 
groups are subject to applicable provisions of our immigration 
statutes. Information concerning the number of persons so admitted 
would fall within the juriQdiction of the Department of Justice, 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The only refugees admitted temporarily to the United States 
outside of the regular immigration procedure are the 982 reoent:cy. 
brought to the Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, 
New York. As indicated in the enclosed documents, these persons, 
who had fled from their homelands to . .Bouthern ~taly where they 
constituted a burden to our military forces, were brought to the 
United States outside of the regular immigration procedure, under 
arrangements similar to those by which civiU.n 'internees from 
Latin America and prisoners of war have been brought here. These I 
refugees will be oared for in the shelter under appropriate security 
restrictions until they can be returned to their oi'lll countries at 
the end of the war. 

Very truly yours, -

J. W. Pshle 
Executive.Director 

Mr. T. E.~ 
Executive Vice•P.t-eeident, 
The Shaw • Walker ComJllltl71 
405 Lexington Avenue, 

;f¥( ~ -New York 17, New York. 
RBHutchison:inp 11/lp/44 
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LARGEST EXCLUSIVE MAKERS OF OFFICE FURNITURE AND FIL.ING EQUIPMENT 

THE SHAW-WALKER. CO. 
Chrysler Building I7, Ne'W. York 

42nd Strat and Lexington A'Penue 

MUrray Hill 6-1100 

United States Government 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. Co 

October 27th, 1944 

~£§~ 
N ........ lL-J7.-':f.d ; 

1·~ Y(hl.".J/"1 Ft" ... - ........ , .... ,::..,:( ·- . ':·;, 

Attention: Director of War Refugee Board 

Gentlemen: 

Could you possibly tell us how many ref'u,gees there are in 

the United States at present~ 

Very,~ry yours, 

'j_~:-' /)) ;/ ' ./' 

T.E.MILLER 
gm 

:. . ,·/·'_,,,(.(cc,}-. 
\-Ex~outi~e 'hoe-President ...... 
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