


In reply please . AUG 18”

refer to: 3228

My dear Nr, Motts - 7

“Wr, Edvard J. Banie, Director of Alfen Enemy . o 1
Control Unit, Department of Justice, has referred to me B B
your letter of July 21, 1944, requesting information 00D~

cerning the admiseion of refugess o the United States '

outside the quote system, .

I presume you have by now received my letter
of Avugust 3, in answer to your letter of July 81, to
the Board regarding the same subjeot, You may be intere
6ated to know that the 984 refugses referred to in my
letter arrived at the Emergency Refuges Shelter at Fort:
Ontario, Oswego, New York, on August B, 1944,

12 we can be of eny further service to y'o\ii,iu,
this matter, please do not h_uitete_'yo call on us again,

Ya-‘rg,,,{truly yours,

. [BagHed) 8o Yo Fella ‘ s

Jo W Pente oo . |
Executive Direstor o T B i i T

Honorable Jamen W, Mott, .
e e v
House of Reprenantatives,
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WARD J. ENNIS

DIRECTOR

Bepartment of Hfustice(i
Alfen Enemy Control ﬁin{t
Tashington
August 7, 1944

War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D.C,

Dear Sirs:

I ene}ose a letter dated July 21 from Congressman
James Vi, Mott,” together with a copy of the Attorney General's
reply dated August 5, 1944. Since the Congressman's inquiry
concems matters within the jurisdiction of the Board, I am
referring the letter to you for whatever disposition you care
to make of it. :

Very truly yours
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JAMES W. MOTT

Congress of the Wnited States
Bouge of Representatives
- Washington, B. €,

Salem, Oregon
July 21, 1944

Hon. Franeis Biddle,
The Attorney Genmeral,
Department of Justice,
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Biddle:

Mr. D. M, McDade‘,/State Commander, American Legion, Depart-
ment of Oregon, has inquired(relative to the opening of ports'of
entry for refugees which are being admitted to this country outside
the quota system.

For the purpose of answering this inquiry, I will appreciate
it if you will furnish me a statement covering the number of
refugees admitted to date outside the quotas, the number proposed
to be admitted, the basis upon which they are being. admitted,

and the statutory authority for their admission.-

The Secretary of State advises me that these matters fall
within the competence of the Department of Justice and the ng_r
Refugee Board which has recently been charged.by the President
with overall responsibility for the transfer of refugees to -the
United States. . . .

With kindest regap¢s and best wishes, I ek,

Very cordially jours,‘__

TAMES W, MOTT - o
131 New Bligh Building
Salem, Oregon
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War Refugee Board
Treasury Cepartment
Washington, L.C,

Dear Sirs: - . . e

. I enclose & letter dated July 2. from Congressman
James ¥.. Hott, together viith & copy of the Attorney Gensral's
reply dated Lugust 5y 19L4. Since the Conzressmant s inguiry
concer¥ matters within the Jurisdietion of the Board, I am
referring the letter to you for whatever disposition vou care
to malte of it,

Very truly yours

-Edward J. Ennis

£
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hagust 5, 9L

Honorebls James «, «ott
171 Hew 2ligh Zuilding

Salemy Oregon

Tear Longzressmen dott:

I have your letter of July <1 stating that the Sscretary
of Ltate advisex you that the openin, of ports of entry for refugees
somitted outside tie quotay falls within tne competence ol this
cepartnent snd the Her Qefugee Uoard, and requesting a statement

sees admitted or proposed for admission

covering the uuaber of re!
.

o the besls and satutory asuthority for anir admission,
Trds matter faljs witnin the competence of tne War Refugee
Hoard, composec of the Secretary of State, tile secretary of ar and
he Secretary of tne Treasury, end I am referrin; your letter to

ti Gonra for reply. Tue inciviansls lavolved are.not belny ade-

aitted uncer the Lmsigration lews shich are adwinistered by this

Lepartmonta. . ) s/

S@nceréiy

Attorney General --

i
§




AG3 19
In reply please - -
refer to: 3109 ’ ’

Hy dear Mr, Nott:

I have your letter of July 31, 1944, requesting Ainformntion - i }1
‘concerning the admission of refugees to the United States outside the ) o
quota system, 7 - i

In replying to your questions, it is negessary to distingsuish
between persone entering this country under the regular immigration
procedure with temporary visas and those brought tamporarily to the
United States outside of the regzular immigration procedure, Information
concerning the former would fall within the Jurisdiction of the Dapart-
ment of Justice, Immigration and Haturslization Service, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, ’

L], .

To date no refurees have becn admitted temporarily %o the
United Stntes outside of the rezulariimaigration procedure. In connection
with your ouestion ns to the number proposed to be admltted, 1t 13 expect-
ed that in the next few dsys 984 refucees will he brought to the United
3tates in this manner.

Regarding the basis upon which thoy are being admitted, I am
enclosine coples of the President's message to-Congress on June 12, his
- cablegram to Ambassador Murphy in Algiers, and: hig-memorsndum of June 8, -
1944, to the heads of the agencies concerned with the execution of th
plan. You will note that thess refugees are being brought to the Ugiz;d_
States under arrangements similar to those by which civilian interness from
Latin Aneriea and prisoners of war have been brought. here. They will be
Placed in the shelter at Fort Ontario under appropriate security restric.
tions and will be returned to their homelands upon the termination of the .
° war, - )

¥ith respect to the suthority under which thaﬁe réfugzaes. are
baing bLrought here, 1 sk advised that the Attorney Ganaral tecently replied . . i
to an inquiry along similar lines as follows: . H

" . e....The propriaty of temporarily detAining aliens in
this country outeide of the requirements of the immigration
lavs has been recogniged for many years. One of the earliast
instances of thie practice occurred in the Busso-Japanisse war

FE -




when. the crews

o
%
0
pt
LA

of Russian war vessels were interned in the

gration statutes,
afforded by the case of 1

A rece

-2 -

the regular procedurs under the immi<
nt illustration of the practice ia
he German, Italian and Japaness

under the immisration lews and they
here or to %We at liderty within the

For obvioua reasons, this is n praotice that can be
followed only in excentional eircumstances,

the President's messnre 4o Gongrose, dated June
++...indivates that the present proposal vrelates to

oup of persons who are now e burden on our mili.

an nctive theater of war operations and that

ity requires some temmorary disposition of them,
out that as an emergency mattor these persons
might be permitted to enter the United States under the 1mmi—
gration laws by waivers of documente by the Seeratary of Strte
and, if necessnry, by waiver of grounds of inadmissivility by the
It was believed more desirable, however, not to
~prly the immigration laws, which ereate various rights and privi-
with this group as we have with the prisoners
is natinnels who are sdmitted to this eountry
temvoraridy and detained here, outside, but not in violation of,

a particular gr
tary forces in

military necess
It may be pointed

Attorney Genersl,

lemes, but to deal
of war and other Ax

the immigration 1aws "

_Honorable James . Hott,

Very truly yours,

et} 3. 9. harre -
J. ¥, Pehle
Exeoutive Diraotor

e

,%-«,5

Salem, Oregon.

Enolosures.
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. %Olwé of Reprwﬂtt atites |
Waghington, B. €.

Salem, Oregon
July 21, 1944

War Refugee Board,
Department of the Treasury Building,
Washington, D, C. .

Dear Sirs:

Mr. D. M. MoDade, State Commander, American Legion, Depart-
ment of Oregon, has inquired relative to the opening of ports of
entry for refugees which ars being edmitted to this country outside .
the quota system. : ) .

it if you will furnish me a statement covering the ber of
refugees admitted to date outside the quotas, the. nuffber proposed
to be admitted, the bgjis upon which they are being admitted,

and the statptory authority for their admission, '

For the purpose of answering this inquiry, I wﬁ appreciate

The Secretary of State advises me that these matters fall
within the competence of the DePartment of Justice and the War
Refugee Board which has recently been charged by the President
with overall responsibility for the transfer of refugees to the
United States, ) e

Very cordially yours,

JAMES W. MOTTY

131 New Bligh Building . .
Salem, Oregon : .
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