


not approve of unorgamzed ttekkers It regards. them as:

London, Angust 27, by Cable

two nations mef in London last week as the “'Intet-
governmental Committee on Refugees.” It heard
a report from its chairman, Sir Herbert Emerson; former
High Commissioner for Refugees of the League of
Nations, enlarged its executive committee to include

ﬁ. N IMPOSING-LOOKING parliament of thirty- -

Soviet Russia, adopted a constitution, and set up a new -

committee of experts to deal with travel documents for
hundreds of thousands of refugees who will emerge
from the war with neither homes nor passports nor even
a recognized nationality. In the course of its discussions
the word Jew was seldom heard and the word Palestine
never. ’

The fact is that despite all the hullabaloo about organ-
ization this international body will have little to do with
the immediate problem of probably twenty million hu-
man beings in Europe described in official language as
“displaced persons.” Set up at Evian in 1938 to help
political and racial groups get out of Germany, the Inter-

governmental Committee’s first job virtually ceased upon

the declaration of war, It was reorganized after the Ber-
muda conference in April, 1943, with a larger field, It
has since acted as a sort of international clearing house
for such official organizations as the American War
Refugee Board and such voluntary organizations as the
American Friends Service Gommittee and the Joint Dis-
tribution Committee, aiding the cmergency rescue oper-
ations of the Jews trickling out of Hitler's Festung
Ewropa into Spain, Switzerland, or Turkey.

Reorganized again, its function is redefined as prin-
cipally dealing with the thied and ultimate stage of the
refugee problem when those who have homes to go to
have reached them, immediate relief has been provided,
and the residue of uncertain numbers is left to be senf
no one today knows whither. Then the Intergovern-

" mental Committee will act as successor to the old Nansen

Commiittee; which issued papers for “'stateless petsons,”
then principally White Russians, .
Meanwhile the expectation in London is that sorie
eighty million people in Burope will soon start walking
home and at least twelve million more will wait for offi-

cial aid. “Unorganized trekkers” is the official word for -

the walkers, who are expected to clog the roads, g6 hun-

gry, and énormously complicate the official program. The

task of. helping them will be primarily -the. atmy's.
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force; does

* and small numbers of Hungatians, Rumamans Bulgars

Civil, Aﬂ‘alrs Depa:tment
General Allen Gulllon U

the problem when the Umted Rehef and Rehabili
Administration 'will get-into the pictire; if atall)
body’s guess; UNRRA has llalson officers wi
but no direct authority, and it:is belleved that the
will retain control for a'minimum’ofsix ‘monthi

The army has assembled;all available studies o
placements of the population of Butope, tabulated an
charted them, and“printed twenty-five miillion edch o
two types of registration cards—three hundted’ tons of -
cards alone—for what, fond of alphabetxc symbol
calls “DPs"—dlsplaced persons. -

According to these studies at least eight- million“fo
eigners are now in Germany doing semi-slave lab
factories and on farms. About half of these.ate’in’ th
eastern region, for which presumably Russia willbe"
primarily responsible, In the territory which PBritain and. -
America are likely to control there are, the army reckons,” .
700,000 Belgians, one-tenth of the entire populatlon of :
the country and close to half the adult male population
also about 150,000 Dutch, 650,000 Frerichmen, 200,000 ]
Italians, 130,000 Yugoslavs, :110,000. Greeks,- 700 000;
Czechs, 1,500,000 Poles, more than 1,250,000 Russidss;

Danes,.and Norwegians.. Also:there are mor¢: millions;
in the satellite countties, some of whom' may: ‘have been.
withdrawn into Germany’ before it icollapses, :
Some DPs, working close ‘to the borders, “will
somewhere: under their own steam; The .army pf Fam
however, is not to permlt rnass rmgratxons alon,
which the-military" }
trate DPs of” Allxed

tion centérs, wheze they will: become the tespons;blh
of their.own: govemme
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' France, where the tefugees were collected by cur army o
in assembly centers and- promptly transferred. to dis-

persal centers operated by French officials. But the atimy
differentiates such “tefugees” displaced within the bor-

ders of their own countries from “DPs" who will: tey to

cross the frontiers,

The army belief is that its organization, fresh from
its experience with the greatest logistics operation in his+
tory, is infinitely better prepared to deal with a gigantic
movement of peoples than any civilian organization, offi-
cial or unofficial, could be, )

UNRRA had developed a large program of its own
but the army has definitely assumed the responsibility
for the first stage. The Czechs have formally agreed to
cooperate with the army system of registration and trans-
fer. The other exile governments have indicated their
approval. Enormous supplies will be needed—if regis-
tration cards weigh three hundred tons, the tonnage of
food required will be astronomic—but the army believes
it has sufficient reserves. Initial supplies may be lifted
by air, as has been done with the advancing armies.

The army does not regard Spanish refugees who were
in France before the war, and are still there, as a military
responsibility; it will leave their care to the French gov-
ernment and to private agencies.

While millions of Germans have been "dlspl‘lced to
satellite countries during the war, the army believes that
most of these will have been withdrawn close to the
German borders before the war ends. Civilian Germans
will be assembled and returned to Germany by a similar
process and then will become the responsibility of what-
ever German authorities may exist,

After six months the army believes the bulk of the

job will be done and mopping-up operations can be

transferred to UNRRA, which likewise has a six-month
relief and rehabilitation plan, presumably on a far smaller
scale than that envisaged in the earlier stages of its exist-
ence before the army clarified its views of civilian oper-
ations in’the military zone. What UNRRA can do will
depend on what the army does first, Its planmn prob-
lem is obviously extremely difficalt. The army is likely
to turn to it as soon as individual problems differentiate
themselves from mass movements, as in the case of a
couple whose former home in Poland was burned, whose
passports were lost, who cannot "prove their nationality,
who have cousins in Palestme, children in the United
States, and no jobs anywhere, )

The Intergovernmental Committee comes back into
the picture after the army and UNRRA have done the
preliminagy jobs. Although the army's registration cards
provide for optional regxstranon of religion, the army
does not regard Jews as a separate problem. Its job:is a
mass- productlon one of returning people to the countries
of their origin. UNRRA will do a:fusther sxftmg, but
* there will remain a desperate residue of hundreds of thou-

=

"at its sessions. Palestine wasn’t mentioned. The answer is '

_policy of ‘its own. It can only explore possxbllmes, s

those Poles who were dnsplaced westward dutmg the
and may not ‘wish' to return under Russlan sovereign
Millions of Jews forcibly transferréd 'to new ghe

the Nazi regime and others who have’ found: tempora
haven in North Africa will have nothmg fo retur A
that they can call homes,

Here will be the major sphere of tha Intergove
mental Committee, Its recent plenary:session. forme:
technical sub-commitice to’ study a-new' fort of :
ports for “stateless” persons, a problem ‘complicated -
enough but simple in comparison- with the problem f:
finding homes for them,

The ultimate destination of the stateless is a delx ate,
difficult, probably endless problem. In some circles théte
has been sharp criticism of the Intergovernmental Cofn: -
mittee because it included no representative of any’ Jewish:
group. It invited some thirty Jewish bodies, including™
relief committees as well as the Jewish- Agency for Pale-="
stine, to attend the session without the right to particic 20
pate. Nobody was asked to present the ideas of the Jews:.

that the Intergovernmental-Committee is. an mtergov-'_j' .
ctnmental committec, Its ‘success is dependent-on the "
cooperation of member governments, It-cannot- have a

gest, and administer when riational' policies-are lea
Whenever in the-past the international coniscience has
been outraged by the phght of the Jews, the ans
been to reorganize “the Intergovemmental Comimittee
thus. suggestmg that somethmg zabout to. bed‘
real answer is not 4’ new Kind of. cbmmlttee but havens
for Jews. Fiom a2 European perspective Amierica, “uis
generous with money,: alway vocakin demandmg an od
fication of the Pafestirie 1mm1grat1 t
a more realistic generosity by ‘modifying ifs ‘own lmm
gration policy. A free Port for one thousand-Jew: )
are expected to. return to- devastated Europe aft
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Bias in the Phrasing of Questions

NE way polls make propaganda is in the selection of

what questions afe to be asked when, To ask: “Should"

Candidate Jones retutn the money he stole from the towns-
people?” just before election would obviously help his op-
ponents. Professional pride tends to keep the phrasing. of
questions and the statistical metliods scientifically acceptable
most of the time. Questions of the “have-you-stopped-beat-
ing-your-wife?" type are rare. A much more difficult kind
of bias to cope with is the choice of questions which in terms
of the expected response must embarrass one pary.

‘With this problem in mind, we have analyzed the ques-
tions raised by two national polls during the months of May,
June, and July of this year. The Gallu (American In-
stitute of Public Opinion) published res gon twenty-seven
questions not directly concerned with catdidates, nomina-
tions, or voting. Each question was independently evalu-
ated by five public-opinion specialists. They rated sixteen of
the twenty-seven as genuinely neutral—those dealing with
such issues as beer on navy ships, Germany's plans for
another war, the shortage of victory gardens, and the desit-
abxhty of holding the line on prices and wages. (The omis-
sion of profits from that last question is noteworthy and
perhaps not wholly neutral.)

Ten of the remaining eleven Gallup questions were judged
as probably helpful to the Republican side. Only one ques-
tion was considered to be the sort of thing the Democrats

would like to have publicized to help their campaign. This

was, “If a new Council or Union of Nations Is formed after
the war to take the place of the old- League of Nations,
should this country join?" (Yes, 72 per cent.)

Ten of the cleven questions might well have been wel-
comed by the Republican National Committee. The reader
may judge for himself whether raising these questions at this
‘time and publicizing the results in headlines would not tend,
in effect, to discredit the Roosevelt regime: (1) What do
you think of the travels of Mis. Eleanor Roosevelt? (Ap-
proved, 36 per cent; disapproved, 45 per cent); (2) From
what you know about this case, which side are you more
inclined to think in the right, Montgomery Ward or the
government? (Montgomery Ward, 60 per cent); (3) Do

. you think there is need for a law to prevent strikes in war
industries?.; (Yes, 70 per cent); (4) Is there any particular

platform in the coming Presidential election? (Only the sug:
gestions offered for the Republlcan Party’s platform were
published.)

The other questions dealt with recognition of the- De
power, a, two-term Presidency limitation, the effect of CIO
ness, and the South’s one-party system. All these were ques-

tions piesumably embarrassing to- the Democrats: Similar
questions on the opposite side might Would: the fact

plank which you would like your party to include in its -

Gaulle government, Administration - restrictions on hiring

support on a’candidate’s chinces, Soviet Russia’s trustworthi- -

that 1solatlomsts support Mr, Dewey affect. your attitude to- -

support F3 candldate
The _present ‘an;

agement" readers rather than to ‘niake nawspaper headlin
One-third of them were. asked ‘only:of busitéss mén
" Of the. eighteen. queries Famme‘.r interviewers
sample of the general ‘public,. ﬁfteen ‘wete found: by thé
judges to be- helpful -to nexther side Jin “the- election.-The "
other three seemed likely to help the Republlcans because’o
special circumstances, - One, .asked. people to “name. “speclal’
groups you feel had too much influence: over' Congtess’
the past yeat or s0” at a time When the CIO's Political Action
Committee was in the headlinés, The second wis.a question: - . . :
about whether unions ought to “put on’ campalgns thems . © o
selves for the clection of a particular: tational ‘candidate.t : :
The absence of a parallel question about corporatmns or
business pressure groups makes the-poll’s fairness doubtful; :
BUREAU OF APPLIED SOCIAL RESEARCH &
Columbia ,University, Ne_w York '

50 Ymrsﬂgo in “T /zeNatzon ” b

THE ELECTION IN ARKANSAS on Monday was’ the‘" :
first in which a certificate ‘of the paysment-of a _poll-tax‘was- -
made a prerequisite to votmg ~*In . cotisequence;” saysia
despatch. from Little Rock;: “the: Negro was pracbcall elim-" .
inated from the contest” ;. .. If a-Mahotie, evér turns up' -,
in Arkansas with.a campeugn fund of :$25,000 ‘or '$50,000, -
the Negro vote -will' riot: -beso_thoroughly, ellmmat d: as it
was on Mdnday. It may even: happen,-ds’i

that the poll-taxes of the blacks

s hunu atmg Durmg
the year 2,727 employee and 299 assengers




