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OFFICE OF TiiE SECRETARY 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILDING 

v' 
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- XI' lb--"-- E "" 2.· 5 <"""llll.1u':l:I"'''> C"'• 'I>. 

November 231 1944 

To the Heads of all Agencies of the United States Government: 

There is inclosed for your information and for that of 
officials of your agency concerned a copy of a resolution 
adopted by the National Archives Council on November 9, 1944, 
in lieu of the resolution adopted by the Council on J~ 28, 
1942, defining classes of material i;o be transferred to the 
National Archives and establishing regulations governing such 
transfer. 

The inclosed resolution was adopted pursuant to the pro­
visions of sections 3 and 6 of the National Archives Act, 
approved June 19, 1943 (48 Stat. 1122-1124), and is binding 
on all agencies of the United States Government,·, effective 
November 9, 1944. · 

Additional copies may be obtained in reasonable 4uan-. 
titles by telephoning this office, National·Archives Build-· 
ing, District 0525, extension 442~ . · · 

Sincerel,y yours, 

~tut-: 
Sec):'etary " 
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• < I"/ REsOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES COUNCIL ON NOV~ER 9.J',.~~44 . ' .. 

fa 
The .following resolution was adopted by the National Archives Council: onN~~m~~.' 1944, in lieu of the resolution adopted on July 28, 1:942, defining ;classes of .ma-7··> . ial to be transferred to the National Archives and establi$ing regul.at. io.·ns··· go. v.t!rn.;;;; .• .. . such transfer: · · . . . · . . .: 

-· . . Whereas section 3 of the "Act to establish a National Archives of the United· States Government and for other purposes" (48 Stat. 1122) provides that "All ar:.. chives or records belonging to the Government of the United States {legislative, executive, judicial, and other) shall be under the charge and superintendence of the Archivist to this extent: He shall have full power to inspect personally or by deputy the records of any agency of the United States Government whatsoever and wheresoever located, and shall have the full cooperation of any and all per­sons in charge of such records in such inspections, and to requisition for trans­fer to the National Archives Establishment such archives, or records as the Na­tional Archives Council, hereafter provided shall approve for such transferW; 
And whereas section 6 or said act creates the National Archives Council and authorizes it to "define the classes of material which shall be transferred to the National Archives Building and establish regulations governing such transfer"; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Archivist of the United States be and he is hereby au­thorized to requisition for transfer to the llational Archives any archives or records in the custody of any agency of the United States Gove:rnment (legislative, executive, judicial, and other), which fall within any of the folloWing classes, viz: 

I. Any archives or records that the head of the agency that has the custody of them may offer for transfer to the National Archives. 

II. Any archives or records that have been in existence for more than fifty years unless the head of the agency that has the custody of them certifies in writing to the Archivist that they must be retaineci in his custody for use in the conduct of the regular current business of the said agency. 

III. Any archives or records of any Federal agenoy. that has gone out of ex­istence unless the head of the agency that has the custody of them certifies in writing to the Archivist that they must be retained in·his custody for use in performing transferred functions of the discontinued agency or in liquidajling its affairs. · · · 
IV. Any other archives or records that the National .Archives Council by special resolution may authorize to be transferred to the National Archives. 
Resolved further, (l) That when the Archivist shall issue his requis;!.tiOn for any archives or records he shall furnish to.a duly authorized representative of the agency that has the custody of them an inventory of the material covered by such requisition; (2) That when, and not until, this inventqry shall have been certified to by the signatures of the representatives of said agency and of the Archivist, respectively, and the said archives or records shali have been de­livered by the representative of the said agency to the representative of the Archivist either at the depository in which they are stored· or at'a depository. under the control of the Archivist, the said archives or records shall pass into the legal custody of the Archivist of the United States; Provided, That records ·of the Federal Government that are not in the legal custody of any other agenoy of the Government shall 0e deemed to be in the legal custody of the Archivist and may be transferred by him to a depository under his control with out· the formali-ties of issuing a requisition or delivering an inventory. ~ 
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