


JUN 26 1985

Dear Mesdames:

For your information and tha% of othey
interested persons, this ia to advise you that, in
view of the early ftermination of the Wap Refugee
Board, over-all responsibility for the Emergency
Refusmee Shelier st Fort Ontario, Oswego, New Yorlk,
rhas been transferred from the War Refugee Board to

the Department of the Interior.

Very truly yours,
- ; RBigmed) Florenco Hodsl

Florence Hodel.
Agalgtant Exeocutive Direotor

P . : - . sel ) q_;.:,l;,:*j ;:
Natlonal Council of Jewish Women, o _

1819 Broadway, -

New York, New York.

@Wn EBTtinp 6/26/u45
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November 8, 1944,

Dear Mrs. Levi:

Enclosed is a oop% of a letter
which I have today sent to Mrs. Karl
Kaufmann.

I regret that I will not be
able to accept the kind invitation to
speak before the Pittsburgh SBection of
the National Council of Jewish Women on
Tuesday, December 12, 19u4,

Very trulyAyours.

(Signed 7, W, Penye

=~ . dJ. W, Pehle
Executive Direotor,.

/
Mrs. Gerson Levi,
2480 - lbth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D. C.

Enclosure

<§ j JWPehle:lhh  11-8-44



Ootober 21, 1044

Mr. John W. Pohle, Executive Mrectop
War Refugee Board

Waehington 25, s .

Ky desr Mr. Pahle;

y :

The Plttebirgh Section, ¥ational Couneil of Jewlsh Women, an organigation of
150G Jawisn women, will celebrate its 50th amniversary at a dimmer on Tuesday
ovening, taceuber 12, 1944, ai the William penn Hotel, - ¥e would fesl deeply
honorad & you would spaak for us on that occasion. :

1o are, of gourse, already femiliar with the service to foreign born program
of Lho Yatlional Couneil of Jowish Women, and you know cup deep concern with the
work which you ure doing, and I an sure you are Pmadliar with the vontribution
which we have made to the Shalter at Fort Ontario, New Yopk. e believe thias

oocasion 18 & fine opportunity to interpret te wmur newbership our work in the

field ol servics to Torelgn bory, and it is for this resmson that we feel it ex«
tremely importent {hst you tell us not only of ihe work of your Hoard, ut of
our reeponsibllity to it.

i have taken the libverty oF esking lrs. Oevaon 5.
a wember of' the Honrd and the Chairmen of the ¥

and Vizr activities of ths Yational Couneil of Jewish Wowen, 1o arrange an appoint-
ment with you in the hopas that she maYy express to you, aven belter than I, how
lmportant we frel your presence would be and that she might tell you wore fully

than T ¢an in a letter the plece of the Mational Gouncil of Jevisk Yomen in the
Ameri.can scene. Co -

Levi of Eashington, . Coyp
ational Committes on Bocial Welfare

I hope you will see Kre.
1 would appreciate your writi
Pitteburgh, 17, Pennoylvanie

Levl and that you will send me. an affiroative anawer.
ng to me at wy home eddress - 1917 Wightruan gtreet,

Sincerely,

Mre., Karl J, Keufmann, Chairman ) .
Executive Qoummities, Nationul Couneil of .
Jewish %omen o :
and Ohairmen, 50th Anniversary Celeébyation

Pittsburgh Ssction, National Qouneil of
REKsde . Jewieh Homan : '



November 8, 19”&.7

Dear Mrs. Kaufmann:

I have your letter of October 21,
inviting me to speak before the Pittsburgh
Section of the National Council of Jewish Women
on Tuesday, December 12, 19Uk,

, Mrs. Levi has also called upon me and
urged my acceptance of this invitationh.

I am well aware of the character and
reputation of the National Council of Jewish
Women and of the important work which it has
performed. I appreciate very much this kind
invitation and I regret that I will not be able
to accept it. .

Very truly yours,

{Signeq e W, Fonre -

“J. W, Pehle

Executive Director.«

Mrs. Karl Ksufmann,
1917 vightman Street, :
Pittsburgh, 17, Pennsylvania.

cc: Mrs. Gerson Levi

('/59 o M:JIWPEHLE:1hh  11-8-ly
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Déar Mrs. Kaufmann: o

I have your létter of October 21; ihvitiﬁéii,
me to speak before the Pittsburgh Section of the |
National Council of Jewish Women on Tuesday, December
12, 19ul,

Mrs. Levli has also called upon me and

-urged my acceptance of this invitation.
I am well aware of the character and
reputation of the Natioﬁal Council of Jewish Women

and of the important work which it has performed.

I appreciate very much this kind invitation and I
regret that I will not be able to accept it.

Very truly yours, ' ’ |

J. W. Pehle~- . - .
Executive Director. - ’

Mrs. Karl J. Kaufmann, %

1917 Wightman Street, 5

-~ Pittsburgh, 17, Pennsylvania. 7 :

@ P éL4+~/7é:“i' ¥

. JWP;1hh  11-6-Lk - R L e

1bird Vice Presiden? Piusburgh, Pa. V - MRS, HERMANB. LEVINE

Chairman of Executive Committee B Treasurer West Englewood, N. J.
. - wood, N, J.




NATIONAL COUNCIL . OF.JEWISH WOMEN

1819 DROADWAY  NEW YORK 23 « N Y -

FLORA R. ROTHENBERG

TEL + CIRCLE 6-3175
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Octpber 21’ 1944 ) ,V CABLE:'CO_UNJEW-" N, Y.

_— © Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D. Q. )

¥y dear Kr. Pehle:

| The Pittsburgh Section, National Council of Jewish VWomen, an organization of

! 1500 J8wish women, will celebrate its 50th anniversary at a.dinner on Tuesday

- ovening, December 12, 1944, at the William Penn Hotel. We would feel deeply
honored if you would speak for us on that occasion.

You are, of course, already familiar with the service to foreign born program
of the MNational Council of Jewish Women, and you know our deep concern with the
work which you are doing, and I am sure you are familiar with the contribution
which we have made to the Shelter at Fort Ontario, New York. - We believe this
occasion is a fine opportunity to interpret to our membership our work in the
field of service to foreizn born, and it is for this reason that we feel it ex~

tremely important that you tell ue not only of the work of your Board, but of
our responsibility to it.

;-
I have tmken the liberty of asking Mrs. Gerson B. Levi of Washington, D. C.,
8 member of the Board and the Chairmen of the Kational Committee on Social Welfare
and War Activities of the National Council of Jewish Women, to arrange an appoint-
ment with you in the hopes that she may express to you, even better than I, how
important we feel your presence would be and that she might tell you more fully

then I can in a letter the place of the National Council of Jewish Women in ‘the
American scene. . . . §1/

: : b
. I hope you will see Mrs. Levi and that you will send me an affirmative answer. 2}/’

I would appreciate your writing to me at my home address - 1917 Wightman Street, sjﬂQ o
Pittsburgh, 17, Pennsylvania. . . Ve

Sincerely,

(mo R6a9) R tielice Kosfinnn | :
Mrs. Karl J. é;ufmann;‘chairman -
Executive Committee, National Council of
Jewish Women
and Chairmen, 50th Annpiversary Celebration
Pittsburgh Section, National Council of

RHK:dec Jewish Women ~ :

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH AFFAIRS + INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND PEACE

* SERVICE TO FOREISN BORN + SOCIAL LEGISLATION + SOCIAL WELFARE AND WAR AcTiviTiES

MRS. JOSEPH M. WELT : . . MRS. EDGAR MENDERSON
President Detroit, Mich.  ° . . . o

Fourth:Vice President Cincinnati, O,
MRS. OSCAR S. MARX

FirstVice President Mount Carmel, 11l Founder MRS: MORTIMER BRENNER

. Recording Secretary Brooklyn, N. Y.
MRS. BENJAMIN SPITZER HANNAH GREENEBAUM SOLOMON | . ¥ :
+ Secone Vice President Braoklyn, N.Y. : (1858-1942) MI1SS AIMEE STONE B
E ., Fi) fal Secretary Philadelphia, Pa. -k
MRS. KARL J. KAUFMANN T
Third Vice President Piusburgh, Pa. MRS. HERMAN B. LEVINE 3
Chairman of Executive Committee B . Q

- Treasurer West Englewood, N; J. : i



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mrs. Artrnur BArKETT, San Francisco, Calif.
Mgs. SamueL Berca, Los Angeles, Calif.

Mgs. C. P. BeroLzHEINER, Chicago Heights, Ili
Mrs. Morriner BRENNER, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Mzs. Morse Canun, New Orleans, La.

Mas. Jacos Dasmiw, Baltimore, Md.

Mrs. MaxweLL EnrLicy, Staten Island, N. Y.
Mgs. Imving M. Encer, New York, N. Y.

Mrs. Manuer M. Eskinp, Nashville, Tenn.
Mgs. TocopniL Frrst, Tacoma, Wash.

MRs. BenjaMiny GARFUNKEL, New York, N, Y.
Mrs. SamueL R. GLoGower, Detroit, Mich.

Mrs. Normax S, Goetz, New York, N. Y.
Mrs. SamukL GoupiNg, West Hempstead, N. Y.
*Mgs. Mavrice L. GoLbman, San Francisco, Calif.
Mus. Josern H. Gross, Cleveland, Ohio

Mgzs., HERMAN HaNDMAKER, Louisville, Ky.
Mgrs. Jurrtus Harrisow, New Haven, Conn,

Mus. Ronert Hemsrux, Rochester, N. Y.

Mgs. Crarces Hymes, Minneapolis, Minn,

Mgs. J. J. Jacoss, Montreal, P.Q. Canada

Mgs. SterHEN Kaux, Dallas, Texas

Mrs. KarL J. KAUFMANN, Pittsburgh, Penna.
Mgs. Jacon Loes Laxcsporr, Philadelphia, Penna.

*Es.Qfficio
T*Prosident, Notional Council of Jewisk Jumiors

**Miss FrancEs LAWRENCE, Chicago, 111, .
Mgs. Epmoxp M. Lazarn, Los Angeles, Calif:
Mrs, GErsON B, Lev, ‘Washington, D, C. .
Mgs. HERMAN B. Leving, West Englewood, N. ]
Mrs. Sam Levy, Denver, Colo.
Mgs. ALvin Marcoutus, Norfolk, Va.
Mrs, Oscar S. MarX, Mount Carmel,, 111
Mgrs. Arsert J. Mav, New York, N. Y.
Mkrs. Epcar MEnpErsox, Cincinnati, Ohio
Mgs. Louts MORGANSTERN, West Hartford, Conn.
Mgrs, Louts Myers, Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. Max Natmax, Houston, Texas
Mrs. Max Rapy, Winnipeg, Man., Canada
Mgrs. Lours Rarpaport, West Englewood, N. }.
Mgs. Harry M. Rusix, Charleston, S. C.
Mrs. WiLLian Sagup, Chicago, Iil. . N
Mrs. Leo Suonrreen, Pittsburgh, Penna. :
Mgs, Stmox E. SoBeLOFF, Baltimore, Md.
Mrs. THEODORE SONNENFELD, Slingersiand, N. Y.
Mgs, BEXNJAMIN SpITzER, Brooklyn, N. Y
Miss AIMEE STONE, Philadelphia, Penna.
Mgrs. FLortan STRASSBURGER, Montgomery, Ala.
Mgs. Josern M. WELr, Detroit, Mich.
Mgs. JoserH WornL, Tampa, Fla,

Mgs. JuLius WoLrr, New York, N. Y.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN

Exrcurive CommiTiee or THE Boakp or Drrecrors
Chairman—Mrs. KarL J, KAUFMANN
Pittsburgh, Penna,
Iice-Chairman—Mgs. HERMAN B. LEviNg
West Englewood, N. J.
CANADIAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS
Chairman—DMgs. OscAr S. Marx
-Mount Carmel, Illinois
Pice-Chairman—Mgs. Lotts MORGANSTERN
West Hartford, Conn.
CUNTEMPORARY JEWISH AFFAIRS
Chairman—MRgs. ALpert J. May
New York, N. Y.
Fice-Chairman—Mzs. Davip M. SaALL
Allston, Mass.
EveExing Grotps
Chairman—Mrs. Epcar MENDERsOX
Cincinnati, Ohioe
Vice-Chairman—Mgs. Hirazs ELFENBEIN
Jersey City, N. J.
[XTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND PEACE
Chairman—Mzs. MAXWELL EnrLICH
Staten Island, N. Y.
Fice-Chairman—Mgs. MicRAEL LEvix
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
MexBERSHIP
Chairman—Mzrs. Harry M. Rusms
Charleston, S. C,
Uice-Chairman—Mgrs. C. C. Hanau
Yonkers, N. Y.
PERSONNEL PRACTICES
Chairman—Mgs, SaMueL GoLprng
West Hempstead, N. Y.
Pouricirs
’ Chairman—MRgs. BENJAMIN Sprrzer
Brooklyn, N, V. :

PunLic RELATIONS
Chairman—MRs. Jacos Loen 1 ANGSDORF
- Philadelphia, Penna,
Vice-Chairman—Mgs, BENJAMIN GARFUNKEL
New York, N, Y.
Recronar CoNFERENCES
Chairman—Mgs. THEODORE SONNENFELD
Slingerlands, New York
Vice-Chairman—Mrs. FLORIAN A. STRASSBURGER .
Montgomery, Alabima *

SECTION SERVICE -
Chairman—Mgrs. Crarces HyuMes
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Vice-Chairman—Mgs. Victor Frirer
Brooklyn, N. Y.
SENI0R-JUNTOR RELATIONS
Chairman—Mrs, MorRTIMER BRENNER
Brooklyn, N.'Y.
SERVICE T0 FOREIGN BORN
Cligirman—)zs, Irving M, Encer
New York, N. Y. .
SocraL LecisLaTion ¢
" Chairman—Mns, Epmoxp M. Lazarb
Los Angeles, California
Vice-Chairman—Mgs. 1. Leg Levy i
. Woodmere, N. Y.
SoctaL WELFARE AND WAR AcTIviTIES :
Chairman—Mrs. GersoN B! Lewvi
. Woashington, D. C.
Vice-Chairmmi=Mgs. JuLius WoLFF
- New York, N. Y.

Ways AND MEANs . -
- Chairman—Mrs. Sison E. Soprrosr .
Baltimore, Md,




— SPEECH FOR THE NATIONAL COUNCIL (F JEWISH WOMEN - |

at 16 & @ at 3 p.m, on -

April 11, 1944
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THIS AFTERNOON WITH Txm\fcotmcn. (F JEWISH WOVEN FOR THE FURPCSE OF
DISCUSSING THE FUNCTIONS, AINMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE WAR
REFUGEE BOARD. ' '

ON JANUARY 22 OF THIS YEAR, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, BY
EXECUTIVE ORDER, CREATED THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD, THE PRESIDENT,
IN CREATING THE BOARD, SATD, "IT IS THE POLICY OF THES GOVERNMENT
70 TAKE ALL MEASURES WITHIN ITS POWER TO RESCUE THE VICTINS GF
ENEMY OPPRESSION WHO ARE IN IMMINENT DANGER F DEATH AND (PHERWISE
TO AFFORD SUCH VICTIMS ALL POSSIBLE RELIEF AND ASSISTANGE CONSISTENT

WITH THE SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION OF THE WAR." THE PRESIDENT AFPPOINTED

TO THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD THE SECRETARY OF STATE, MR, HULL, THEV SECRETARY

OF THE TREASURY, MR. MORGENTHAU AND THE SECRETARY OF WAR, MR. STIMSCN.
HE CHARGED THE BQARD WITH THE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY OF CARFY ING OUT
THE ANNCUNCED POLICY OF THE EXECUTIVE ORDER, WHICH ISs
1. THE RESCUE, TRANSPORTATION, MAINTENANCE AND RELIEF
OF THE VICTIMS OF ENEMY OPPRESSION AND ~ '
2, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HAVENS (F TEMPORARY REFUGE FOR
SUCH VICTINS, ' ‘
THE BOARD WAS FURTHER CHARGED TO ENLIST .THE COOPERATION
+OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS AND OBTAIN THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE EXECUTION:

OF PLANS AND PROGRAMS. _
THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD NAMED JOBN W, FEHLE AS EXRCUTIVE

DIRECTOR AND IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MR, PEHLE AND HIS STAFF TO

-

1 AM INDEED HAPPY TO HAVE THE, PRIVILEGE OF MEETING =
. e S Corm § T - - -




EXECUTE THE PROGRAM OF THE BOARD,
MR. PEHIE WANTED VERY MUCH TO MEET WITH YOU HIMSELF TH]S

AFTERNOON AND HAS ASKED ME TO EXPRESS TO YOU HIS REGRETS IN NOT BEING
ABLE T DO SO, I AM SURE YOU REALIZE THE HEAVY RESPONSIBILITIES FACING
MR. PEHLE AT THE MQUENT, AS HE HINSELF HAS SAID, OURS IS A LIFE~SAVING
EXPEDITION, THERE IS NO TIME TO SPARE, WE MUST SUCCEED, o
THIS STATEMENT OF MR, PEHLE'S, "THERE IS NO TIME TO SPARE,
WE MUST SUCCEED" TYPIFIES THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WAR REFUGEE
BOARD, MR. PEHIE IS A TIRELESS WORKER -- SINCERELY DEVOTED TO
THE GOAL OF THE BOARD -- RE IS FEARLESS AND DOES NQ@ KNG THE MEANING
F THE WORD DEFEAT. IN HIS HANDS YOU CAN BE ASSURED THAT THE IMPOSSIBLE
WILL BE REALIZED —- THE NOW-DOCMED VICTIMS F NAZI HATE WILL BE RESCUED.
"WE MUST SUCCEED". '
UNDER HIS DIRECTIONS, TMMEDIATE STEPS WERE TAKEN TO
SECUAE THE COCPERATION (F OTHER COUNIRIES. THE PRESIDENT'S EXECUTIVE
ORDER TN SEMTING UP THE BOARD WAS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTICN OF OTHER
GOVERNMENTS THROUGH OUR EMBASSIES WHO WERE INSTRUCTED TO DO EVERYTHING
POSSTBLE TO EFFECTUATE THIS GOVERWMENT'S POLICY AND 10 ACT WITH THE SPEED
WHICH THE URGENCY (F THE SITUATION DEMANDED, IR, PEHLE DID NOT REST AFTER.
THE INITIAL APPRAL TO OTHER COUNTRIES BUT HAS KEPT UP A CONSTANT BARRAGE.
ALL PRIVATE AGENCTES INTERESTED IN: THE REFUGEE FIELD WERE
SOLICITED FOR SUGGESTIONS. CONFERENCES WERE HELD WITH LEADERS OF PRIVATE
AND OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND MANY VALUABLE SUGGESTIONS WERE RECEIVED
AND ARE BEING AGTED UPON, RELATTONSHIPS WERE ESTABLISHED WITH UNRRA AMD THE

.

'
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMAITTEE, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERGOVERMENTAL -."
COMMITTEE ARE IN THIS COUNTRY AT THE MOMENT FOR CONFERENCES TO WORK OUT -
‘FURTHER RELATIONSHIFS,

THE BOARD NOF HAS DIRECT REPRESENTATION IN TURKEY, ALGIERS,
SWEDEN, . SswsMDmPONIOOAL, THIS MEANS THAT POTENTIAL REFUGEES AND THE
REFUGEES WHO HAVE SUCCEEDED IN REACHING NEUTRAL TERRITORY NOW HAVE A FULL~
TIME REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT LOOKING AFTER THEIR :
- INTERESTS, | '
THE BOARD HAS FOCUSED ATTENTION ON SPAIN, SWITZERLAND, PORTUGAL
AND TURKEY AND EVERY MEANS IS BEING UTILIZED TO GET POTENTIAL REFUGEES. -
FROM FRANCE INTO SPAIN, SWITZERLAND R PORTUGAL AND TO GET REFUGHES FROM THE
BALKANS INTO TURKEY BY LAND AND RAIL AND FROM THERE TO PALESTINE, THE |
SWEDISH GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN MCST COOPERATIVE IN ASSISTING MOST (F THE
JEWISH POPULATION CF DENMARK TO ESCAFETO SWEDEN, SEVERAL ACTUAL EVACUATION
PROJECTS ARE IN PROGRESS UNDER THE PROMOTION OF PRIVATE AGENCIES. MR, TR
HIRSHMAN, & VICE PRESIDENT OF BLOOMINGDALES, WHO ISTHE BOARD'S RE?M‘.SENTA;‘IVE-,
IN TURKEY, HAS DEMONSTRATED WHAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY PRIVATE AGENCIES
WHEN BACKED BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED® STATES GOVERNMENT wuosbj:soi;ai
JOB IS TO ASSIST IN RESCUING PERSECUTED FEOFLES.. -IT IS NOT ONLY A mm @ -
GETTING PERSONS IN DANGER OF DEATH OUT GF GERMAN-GONTROLLED TERRITORI, BUT IN-

MANY CASES IT IS NECESSARY TO GET FOCD 70 THEM IF THEY ARE 70 BE KEPT ALIVE

UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THEY CAN BE RESCUED, WHEN THE REFUGEE REACHES NEUTRAL

TERRITCRY, HE MUST BE FED AND MOVED ON TO MORE DISTANT HAVENS IN RDER TO

MAKE ROOM IN coomnm BORDER NEUTRAL COUNTRIES FOR ADDITIONAL ENTRIES,

s

EFFECTIVE-STEPS. HAVE BEEN TAKER TO SEGU'RE THE RELAXING oF -




BORDER PATROLS AND EFFORTS MADE THROUGH NEUTRAL.SCURCES 'IOJPREVENY“I_ THE
DEPORTATION CF JEWS TO POLAND, THE BOARD IS ALSO WORKING TO HAVE souTH
AMERICAN COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS OUR OWN, 20 KEEP VISAS RENEWED IK AN |
ATTEMPT TO PREVENT FURTHER DEPORTATION. V

THE SECURING OF TEMPORARY HAVENS IS ONE (F THE BIGGEST
PROBLEMS THE BOARD HAS TO COPE WITH. UNLESS REFUGEES ARE KEPT MOVING
FROM NEUTRA, BORDER COUNTRIES, THE WAY WILL BE DEFINITELY BLOCKED FOR THE
MANY THOUSANDBYET TO BE RESCUED, '

T1E SHCRT-WAVE RADIO IS BEING USED TO DRIVE HOME TO THE DEPRAVED
NAZI MIND THAT THIS GOVERNMENT IS IN DEAD ERNEST NOT ONLY IN THE RESCUE
OF JEWS BUT THAT WE ARE KEEPING BOOKS,AND WRITTEN IN THE LEDGER IN BLACK
T0 THE CREDIT OF PERSONS IN OCCUPIED TERRITORI“ARE THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO
AID OR ASSIST IN THE ESCAPE OF REFUGEES, THOSE WHO DARE T0 SPEAK UP IN THEIR
DEFENSE AND WHO DEFY THE INHUMAN CRDERS OF THE MILITARY LEADERS, WHILE OR '
THE OTHER SIDE F THE LEDGER IN RED ARE THE NAMES OF PERSONS WHO IN ANY
WAY ARE A PARTY OF ILL-TREATMENT OR DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS, . THE PRESIDENT'S
RECENT MESSAGE OF MARCH 24 .WAS BROADCAST IN EVERY LANGUAGE OF THE WAR WORLD
AND REACHED INTO EVERY COUNTRY OF THE GLOBE,

70 SUMMARIZE BRIEFLY THE POLICY OF THE BOARD, I WOULD SAY
IT IS TO SEEK OUT AND RESCUE MASSES CF POTENTIAL REFUGEES. WE GANNOT UNDER-
TAKE THE HANDLING OF INDIVIDUAL CASES. REFUGEES ALREADY SAVED ARE NOT
OUR RESPONSIBILITY EXCEPT WHEN WE AID IN THEIR MOVEMENT TN ORDER TO FACILITATE
THE ENTRANCE OF ADDITIONAL REFUGEES, WE DO ASSIST IN GETTING FOM AND
GLOTHING TO THE POTENTIAL REFUGEES AND TO THOSE IN NETURAL COUNTRIES WHO
OTHERWISE WOULD BE A BURDEN TO THEIR BENEFACTORS.  THE VIORK (F RESCUING

POTENTIAL REFUGEES HAS NO SET PATTERN. D]RECTIVES WOULD EBE PRETTI USELESS,,

3 .
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BEFCRE THEY COULD BE TYPED AND APPROVED THE SHIFTING FATE OF- BATTLE

WOUID HAVE RENDERED THEM USELESS., THOSE WHO WOULD ASSIST THE ‘HUNTED QF
HITLER'S HATE MUST BE READY AND WILLING TO USE .NOT ONLY FORMAL GOVERNMEK\T )
PROCEDURE BUT EVERY INFORMAL DEVICE -AE: TMAGINATIVE AND DARING STAFF WORKING
WITH FEARLESS REPRESENTATIVES F PRIVATE AGENCIES CAN DEVISE, WE MUST BE |

DIRECT AND INDIRECT, CONVENTIONAL AND UNGONVENTIONAL, NO METHOD, NO ROAD
MUST BE SCORNED CR NEGLECTED IF IT LEADS TOVARD THE RESCUE OF HUMAN BEINGS,
ALTHOUGH THE BOARD HAS BEEN IN EXISTANCE ONLY A LITTLE OVER THO
MONTHS, MUCH HAS BEEN CHALKED UP TO ITS CREDIT, IT IS REGRETTAELE THAT T
CANNOT' FULLY DISCUSS ALL OF THESE ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITH YOU. ALL GF OUR
WCRKERS, AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES OF PRIVATE AGENCIES WHO ARE NEAR THE
SCENE (F ACTION URGE US 7O GUARD WELL OUR PLANS AND OUR SUCCESSES. AN ENEMY
. INFORMED IS AN ENENY FORE-VARNED. IF, IN OUR LESIRE TO SHARE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
WITH YO, WE WOULD TELL YOU THE STORY, FOR INSTANCE, OF THE BREAKING (P THE
BOTTLENECK VHICH HAS LED TO A CONTINUOUS SMALL STREAM (F REFUGEES TRICKLING
" TO A POINT OF SAFETY, IT MIGHT IMMEDIATELY GAUSE THE DAMVING OF THAT STREAM.
I AM SURE YOU WILL AGREE THAT EVERY CAUTION MUST BE TAKEN WHEN VE TRAFFIC
IN HOMAN LIVES. SILENCE IS A SMALL PRICE TO FAY FOR EVEN CNE HUMAN LIFE,
e —

YOU WOULD NOT ASK US TO BE MORE SPECIFIC, T : R e T

AMBERICA IS AT WORK TO SAVE THESJEWS OF EUROPE. ATTEMPTS ARE ‘ e SR

BEING MADE TO PERSUADE EVERY GOVERNMENT TO TAKE PARALLEL ACTION. AT THE SAME
TIME BY SHORT WAVE RADIO, WORD OF MOUTH AND. LEAFIETS, WE ARE FIGHTING TO

) CRiEA'I'E A BATTLE -LINE IN THE MINDS OF EVERY GERMAN AND EVERY CITIZEN CFTHE
GERMAN-OCCUPIED CCUNTRIES, A BATTLE-LINE WHERE THE DRAWN FORCES ARE HUMANiTY

VERSUS BRUTALITY ‘AND THIS BATTLE OF PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE WILL BE WAGED
RELENTLESSLY. TO PREVENT DEPORTAT'IO& ABUSES AND TO ENLIST ATD FOR ESCAPING

.
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VICTIMS UNTIL THE VICTORICUS ARMIES OF THE ALLIES GAIN LIBERATION FCR ALL THE

PEOPLES OF EUROPE, , L S , E ST R

ANNE LAUGHLIN S ‘ o
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MAR 11 1944 -
In reply please - .
refor to} 298

Dear Mrs, Welt:

Thank you for your letter of March 7, 1944, sub-
mitting, in response to my recent request, a statement to
2id the Yar Refygee Board in pleanning its rescus programs,

We are glad to have the informetion concerning
the sctivities of your organization, and your suggestions
will receive our osreful coneideration.

1 shall be pleased to ressive such further views
end proposals a8 you mey wish to offer, as our projects
develop, Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

{81aned) 1, W, Penle

J. W, Pehle
Asting Exeoutive Virestor

Hre, Joseph M, Welt,

National President,

Nptional Council of Jewish Women,
1819 Broadwey,

Hew York 23, New York,

~n .
5P mpmovxeiier a-10.44
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF ]E\X/ISH WOMEN

INCORPORATED

1819 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 23

— . TELEPHONE * CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS -, COUNJEW ' N. Y.

Frora R. ROTHENBERG
Executive Director

March 7, 1944,

Mr. John W, Pehle

Aoting Exeocutive Direotor

Jar Refugee Board

Executive 0ffice of the President Lo
Washington, D,C, P =
: Re: Office of the Executive Director - 146 - R

Dear Mr, Pehle:

Thenk you for sending us the copy of your letter of February 8,1944,
in which you asked for a statement of specifiic action we believe
the War Refugee Board should teke to effectuate the polisy ennounced
in the President's Executive Order, and of the measures the Council
is equipped to teke %o lend assistance to such program,

We understand the tremendous difficulty of the task the Board is
underteking. The immediate resoue and transportation of the

viotims of Hitler's govermment, thousands now in extreme danger

of death, will require highly trained end skilful-intergovermmental
action, and no private agenoy cen presume to-do more than suggest
feasible measures. However, in the meintenence, relief, and re-
settlement of those rescued, the Netionel Counoil of Jewish Women
end other such orgenizations can be of service, We wish the Board to
recognize the fitness of the Council for cer’caln kinds of work.and .
then to oell upon us for any assistance we oan possi‘bly give,

We ask you to consider the ettached statement in this 1i.ght and - v
¥ to let us know in what wey the Council can aifl in this Progrem i‘ > SR
the rescue of the Jews and obher persecuted minorities of“Euro]

Sincerely yours,: .-

. MGW:SB re.d656ph
encl, , NATIONAL.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN
1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.

ST ATEMENT TO WAR REFUGEE BOARD

The work of the War Refugee Board hes two disfindt ‘agpootss 1)Immediate

regoue end transportation to havens of refuge of Jews and other Europeen

minorities in danger of death. 2) Maintenance, relief, and regettlement of

the rescued refuges population.

1.We know the Board is now taking steps to enlist the aid and cooperation

of foreign govermmerts in the first part of this program. All permissible

publicity should be given to eny accomplisiment of this kind. Informetion
should be as widely broadoast as possible through the \inderground movements
end facilitate

of the various countries, so that the despairing may teke hope

their own rescue,

A United Netions Conference, such as that whioh preoceded establishment of

UNRRA, would vasbly strengthen the action of the United States end would inocrease
! would 1inoroass

and focus the emotional force of publie 'opinioxi tnroughout the world. It would

malkke clear the position and quality of 1eadershi";.> of our Government and would

influence those govermments now afreid to take decisive action. It may be

delay the program, As a

argued thet such a conference at this time would

secondary step, it is obviously necessary.

A1l the United Natioms should declare themselves réady to share in providing

temporary havens of refuge, and the United Stetes should immediately teke the

s to emter this country on temporary visas,

of the

lead by permitting large number
The support of publioc opinion is necessary for each step

pi'ogram. The big job is to get this suppor(;, and here the National

Women and other opinion~forming or ganizations can

3

Council of Jewish

give resl help, Our 65,000 members, organized in Sections in 23§k

~ (oontinued)

i




NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWVISH"WOMENV :
1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.

Statement to War Refugee Board

page two
of the largest cities, are representative and leading membefs of
their caumunities. Through national releases, meetings and
institutes, the national office pz;ovides information that is . -
spread through Section leaders to the individual members and,

through them, to the communities as a whole. Should there be

[—

a United Nations Conference for the rescue and relief of the
refugees, such agencies as our own would begin immediately Yo

help create favorable public opinion for the decisions made by

the Conference,

2. As soon as the possibility of temporary refuge in the United States

has been declared, all agencies such as the National Council of Jewish Women,

equipped to give immigration aid, and all comnunity groups and organizations

trained in social welfare should be immediately called upon amd organized for

action: To aid in rehabilitetion, in providing food, clothing, and other

essentials; to help in preparing shelters, A.mfzion-wide,campaign should be :

inaugurated to enlist community support, to opmprivete homes and availaﬁlq
buildings, and, if necessary, to meintain and provision camps,

The National Council of Jewish Women will support and aid such a
program with all its facilities and resources, Ité. trained profe;e,sional
staff and experienced volunteers v}ill be }eady' to help in arousing
publiq opinion end enlisting community support. They will help to

organize ettivities, The Council will -offer its long experience

in immigration aid, Americanization, and socisl welfare, Its
- B . 4 )
location. of relative file (see our letter of February 9,1944, ettached)

will be made available to the Govermment .for use in reuniting femilies.
’ (continued) .




NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN:
1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.

Statement to Wsr Refugee Board page three

- Then havens are established, the Council Sections in those communltles
will give direoct and immediate essistance to individuals and groups,
The War }Sefugee Board,later, should provide the people of the United Stetes,
and the Department of State, and the Congress oi‘ the United States with complete
information on conditions among dislocated populations and complete information, when

t is safe to do s0,

concerning the Board's activities and acoamplishments., Such data, revealed

to the people of the United States, would show the need for a revision of our

immigration laws. Our national pledge and our faith in demooracy demand a more

generous immigration policy than present legislation presemts,

The Council has developed, in the fifty years of its existence, a serlous'

educational program in all its departments, 1nclud1ng Service to the Foreign

Born; Social Welfare and War Activities; Sooial Leglslatlon, Internatlonal

Relaticns and Peace; and Contemporary Jew:Lsh Affairs,

The Council has been a leader in Amerlcanlzatlon and naturalizatlon work

and is well equipped to help in the ad.;ustment of newcaners to national l:.fe

end in preparing them for citizenship, s

Because of its large and we]_l-distributed membership, its long experlence

in aiding refugees, and its deep devotion to the work, the National Council of

Jewish Women can of fer the War Refugee Board very valuable assistence in wha‘hever

aspect of the work is assigned to it,

March 7, 1944,




NZTIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN
1819 Broadway, 'Newv York 23, N. Y.

_February 9, 1944,

ir,John ‘. Pehle,

Acting Zxecutive Director
War Refugee Board,
Vashington, D.C.

Dear ifr. Pehle:

The Wational Council of Jewish Women wishes to express its gratification at your
appointment as Acting Zxecutive Director of the 7ar Refugee Board and to offer you
the support and assistance of our organization. Your experience as Director of
Foreign Fund Control and yrour personal interest in Surope's refugee population
give us hope and reassurance,

The Tar Refugee Board, we understand, expects to work vartly through orivate inter-
national agencies. e are deeply concerned over the fate of the exiled Jews of
Turops and anxiously desire that vou avail yourself of the Council's many years

of experience in location of relatives, of our trained volunteer and professional
vorkers in Service to the Foresign 30rn, and of our widespread orgenization and
facilities,

Our international service was begun after the first World Tar, when the National
Council of Jewish Women was one of the very few agencies equipped to trace members
of war-separated families and to get in touch with American relatives. Our inter-
national service has continued through the years and is very active naw. The
naster file in the national office contains information about thousands of in-
dividuals, and, through our 215 Sections and our Caéhadian Division, we are able

to trace relatives and friends in all parts of America, Through our Service to the
Poreign Born Departuent, established forty rears ago, thousands of immigrants

have been aided in entering the country and in becoming naturalized and functioning
American citizens. Today, Council's service to the irmigrant ‘and refugee and its
Maturalization program are orgenized nationally under a profeSSional director and - ... __ .t D
,ner staff of trained assistants, T

Will you xindly let us lmnow how the National Council of Jewish Women can be of
assistance to you and the War Refugee Board.

Slncerelj yours,

Ww-

ifrs, Josenh M.

- NATIONAL PRSI 1NT
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FEB 19 1944

Dear Mrs. Vielts

With reference to your letter of Pebruary 15,
1944, I am forwarding to you herewith a duplicate of our
letter of February 8, 1944, which you state you have
never received.

¥o look forward to receiving your statement
which will be given our immediate attention.

Very truly yours,

{Bigned) J. W, Poklé

J. W. Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Mrs. Joseph M, Welt,

Preaident, ) .
National.Councll of Jewish

Women, .

1819 Broadway, ) Coo-
New York, N. Y.

Enolosurae.

VW M 2/18/44 WA

- wmsamTe s




- PUPLIOMTE

In reply please

148 ' FEB 8 1944

Dear Mrs, Welt:

The War Refugee Board, consisting of the Secretaries
of State, Treasury and War, was oreated hy President Roosevelt
on Jenuary 22, 1944, The President's purpose in creating the
Board, @e well a8 the Board's duties and authority, are sot

_out in Exacutive Order Ho, 9417, & copy of which is enclosed
for your informstion.

The Board is not unmindful of the fact that private
agencies, including yourselves, have for some time been active
in seeking means to effect the relief and rescue of Jews and
other minority groups threatened with estermination by the
enemy, Nor is the Board unmindful of the fact that such agencies
have actually brought relief to and effected the resocue of a
number of such victims of enemy parsecution.

The Board is presently preparing programs for action
and earnestly solicits the advios and cooperation of every ogency
conocerned with the problem. OConsequently, the Board would appre-
elate it if you would submit to it, at your esrliest poseible
convenience, a detailed statement in writing of such specifioc
action as you believe the Board should t ske to effectuate the Pol~
46y snnounced in tho Executiwe Order, and of the measures that you
sre squipped to take to lend aesistance to such program, ¥hile
your statement may be informal, it should ocontain all available
information necesssry or incidental to the effectuation of any
project you suggest, In this connection, you should bedr in mind
that the Board must, of necassity, confine itaelf to projeets
Anvolving the relief or rescue of groups of persons and cannot
deal with proposals limited to any specific individual,




,-2;,

: The Board 1s fully cognizant of the diffieulties
involved in the preparation of any such statement, but never~ ' ..
theless belleves that the effort thue expended will have: ite.-
compensation in achievement, - L

I think that you can understand our desire for:'. . .
having the suggestione of all agencies submittaed to the Dosrd
in writing and at the eariiest possible aoment. On the other
hand, I want you to know that the staff of ths Board is alvays
available for discussions with your reprasentatives and the -
consideration of such further propesels or suggestions as you
may be prepared %o make,

Yery truly yours,

81en04) 5.1, pente

Jd, W, Pehle
Acting Executive Director

Mra, Hildred &, Welt,

Hational Prasident,

Hational Council of Jewish Vomen,
1819 Broadway,

Bew York 23, New York.

Enclosure,

LSLiJWPicem 2/18/44
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FrLora R. ROTHENBERG
Executive Dircctor

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN : A

INCORPORATED

1819 BROADWAY

TELEPHONE * CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW * N. Y.

February 16, 1944,

Mr. J. W. Pehle, Acting Executive Director ) g

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION—CHICAGO,‘,ILL..——NOVEMBER, 1943

War Refugee Board,
Executive Office of the President,
Washington 25, D,C.

Dear Mr, Pehls:

Thank you for your letter of February 12, 1944, in whioch
you express the appreoiation of the War Refugee Board for
our offer of support and assistence of the National Council
of Jewish Women, 4

In that letter, you refer to e previous one, under dete of
February 8, 1944, in which you requested e statement of

sone kind, We have not received any letter under that dete,
nor a request for e stetement about the Council,

The Council is most anxious to give immediately whatever
assistence it oan to your program. Therefore, we should
appreciate it very much if we might have a copy of your

FPebruary 8 letter. As soon es we know whet kind of stetement
you desire, it will be prepered and forwarded to you immedietely,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, Joseph
NAT TONAL

MGW: SB

-special delivery
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-z

MRs. MASURICFB L. Gomn&;xﬁ President Phiisdelphin, B
an Francisco, Cali ) . , Penna,
Mgs. Joserr M. WeLr, First Vsce-Pre.ndenl : Founder Mes. EDE?: ME}EJEROSI(:N, Recording Secretary
Detroit, Mich, _ Mrs. Hannag G. SoroMon ) cinna
- te Stonk, Finoncial Secretary
Mrs. Oscar S. MARx, Second Vice-President 1942 Miss Aru
Mount Carmel, Il (1858-1942) Philadelphia, Penna.

Mgrs. BENJAMIN Smrz;n Third Vice-President -

Brooklyn, N.

Mrs. Jacos Loe LANGSDoRy,. Treasurer

5 - Pittsburgh;, Penna

Mgs. Kart J; KAUPMANN, Clmirman,Execuuve Comm

B



. MicHAEL S. AARoNsox, Ansonia, Conn.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS'

Miss Beatrice R.

Hanmn, New York, N, Y.

Mgs. C. P. BeroLzHEIMER, Chicago Heights, Ill. ~ Mgs. Jesse Hemman, Little Rock, Ark.

*Mgrs. MoRTIMER BRENNER, Brooklyn, N. Y. Mgs. CHARLES HyMEs, Minneapolis, Minn,
Mrs, ArTHUR Brix, Minneapolis, Minn. Mrs. Ben F. Jacoss, St. Louis, Mo,

Mgs. Davin S. Busrs, Nashville, Tenn. Mgs. S. W. Jacoss, Montreal, P.Q., Can.
Mrs. MaxweLL Ennuicy, Staten Island, N, Y. *Mgs. KarL J. Kaurmann, Pittsburgh, Penna.
*Mrs. HiraM ELFENBEIN, Jersey City. N. J. *MRs. Jacon Loer LANGSDORF, Philadelphia, Pa,
Mgs, Irving ENciL, New York, N. Y. Mgs. Gerson B. Levr, Chicago, IN1.

Mgs. Joseen K. FErGusoN, Los Angeles, Calif. *Mgs. HermaN B. Leving, West Englewood, N. J.
Mgrs. TreopriL FErsrt, Tacoma, Wash. Mas. Sam Levy, Denver, Colo. .-
*Mgrs. BENJAMIN ], GARFUNKEL, New York,N. Y. Mgs. Oscar S. MArx, Mount Carmel, IIl,.
Mgs. Samuee R. GLocowEr, Detroit, Mich, Mrs. ArLserr J. May, New Yok, N. Y, ~
*Mrs. SAMUEL GoLping, West Hempstead, N. Y. = Mrs, Marron L, Mavers, San Frantisco, Calif,
Mgs, Maurice L. GoLbMAN, San Francisco, Calii,_ -Irs. Encar Menperson, Cincinnati, Ohio
Mrs. Jofffa H. Gross, Cleveland, Ohio " Mgs. Lours A, MILKMAN, Scranton, Penna,

s - .

€

" 'Mes., DAvip M, SmaLr,

West Hartford, Cofin;-
Houston, Texas -
Charleston, .S, C.
N, Chicago, Il
‘Brighton,” Mass,
*Mrs, Simon E, SoeLorr, Baltimore, Md,
*MRs, THEODORE SoNNENFELY, Slingersland, N. Y.
*MRs. BENJAMIN SPrrzes, Brooklyn, N, Y.
*Miss Amuge Stong, Philadelphia, Penna, .:
Mgs, Froara
*Mes, Josepr M. WELT; Detroit,
- Mgzs. Josera WonL, Tampa,. Fla.

*Mzrs, Louis MORGANSTERN,
Mes, Max H, NatmaN,
Mes, Harry M: Ruarn,:
**Miss MARIAN SCHUMA

Mich,

{f»"%){n's. JuLus Worrr, New York, N, V. %
3 S - :

¥ ember Erecutive Committee . i}
"President, National Cowncil of Jewish Juniors -

S

N A. STRASSBURGER, Montgoriery, Al - 1




CFEB 18 1944

In reply please
refer tot 138

My dear Mr, Secretsry:

Thank you for your letter of Februery 13, 1944,
and ite enclosures, tranemitting & copy of a letter from Mrs,
Joseph M, Welt, National President of the Hational Council
of Jewish Women, ’

The matter referred to in Mrs, Welt's letter will be
given appropriate attention.

Very truly yours,

f8%mmad) 7. 9. Pehle

J, ¥, Pehle .
Aoting Executive Director

The Honorable Henry L, Stimson, 2

Searetary of Var,

' RBHutchisontagr 2.16-44. é’d o
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Mr. John Pehle,
Assistant to the Secretary,
Treasury Department,
Washington 25, D, 2

. e

Dear Mr, Pehle:

T 4m pleased to inclose a copy of a letter dated January

27, 1944, from Mrs, Joseph li. Vlelt, National President of the

National Zouncil of Jewish "lomen, tendering the services of

har-orgunization to the Yar Rafugee Board, For vour informa-

tion, T also inclose g copy of ny reply to Mrs., "elt. Tt is

mv inderstanding +hat you will make the necessary recommenda-

tionz in this regard to the ¥ar Refugee Board at the proper

time, -
Sincerely vours, .
AW/
Secretary of War, - ‘ )
2 Incls.

Inel 1 - ey of ltr 1-27-44
from Mrs. Welt

Tnel 2 - cy of reply to Mrs,

Welt
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Mr. John Pehle, - .
Agsistant to the Secretary,
Treasury Department,
Hashington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Pahle: )

I an pleased to inclose a copy of a lettor duted January
27, 1944, from Mrs, Joseph M. Welt, Natlonal President of the. -
National Council of Jewish Women, tendering the services of
her organization to the War Refuges Board. For your informa- *
tion, T also inclose a copy of my reply to Mrs. Welt., It is

my understanding that you wili make the necessary recommenda- .

tions in this regard to the War Refukee Board at the proper

time.
N Sincoreiy yours,
g0 géwm,n._sﬂmw .'
ségre'g:afyr of War:
2 Inols, ;

Inel 1 - oy of ltr 1-27-44
' from Mrs, Welt
Inel 2 -~ oy of reply to Hrs.,
) Welt




Nrse Joseph M. Wels,
Hatioosl Premident,
Sational Oounoﬂ. of Jewish Womsn,
1819 Broadway, _
Now !n.z,'k. No %o

Dear Mrs. Wolte

Receipt of your latter of Jamuary 27. 1944 conmyh; thn
generous cffer of the Nationsl Cotmeil of Jewish Women to be of
all possible assistence iu the work of the Preaidentte War
Refuges Board, and congretulatdng me on wy nppu.nhont %0 the
Board is gratefully acknowlsdged.

. AR & member o!tbw,zmttommmmtmry
offort will be nads, consistent with nilitary necessity, snd = .
the poldcy of unsonditional surrender, to allsviste the hard-~ .
ships and sufferings of all innocent victimg of the war anmd-to-
take a1l practicable neasures for the r-liet ot inhabitants: ot
Lexritory now qccupicd by the enemye ,

At the prnen’o tize the work of the W‘r Rotuges Bou'd u
still in the Lorwative nugn. It 1s hoped that we will soon b.
ensbled to turn t0 good use the profférsd services of such orw
ganizations as yours with their worldwwide interegh in the- ru-
cus of all peoples from their oppressorss 1 have no doubd: tmt
the practieal experiense of the Nstional Counnil of Jewish -
Women will prove of great banafit to the War Refuges M. In
the meantime,; I am plesswd to hand your mmuto My Joln Pe
Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, who pont;
aasisting the War Refuges Board u aou.ng ds.ﬂctor

Binderely yours,

(e NRY L, S’T!MSQN
’ Aﬁmg scmw-y of wu.

iemo for Records Reply based.on Lir ’oo Unltarn.an Serv:v.ce -Gonni, t"bee, e
2 Féb 44; 1lbr to Congrezation Berith: Sholom, 2 l«eb 44,, and conversatlon
with lir. Pehle on 3 Feb 44. . e




NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEﬂlSH WOMEN
Incorporated

1819 BROADWAY"
HEW YORK

January 27, 1944

ionorable ilenry L. Stimson ) : L "
~ecretary of War B S -
sJasnhington, D, G, '

iy dear Secretary Stimson:

#ith sincere respect and lively confidence in your power to carry out the difficult o
task assiined to you, tae wational Council of Jewish Women wishes to congratulate you ) "f;
on your appointnent by President Roosevelt to the War Rufugee Board, recently estab~

lished by his Executive Order. Our profound anxiety for the fate of the Jews and

other persecuted minorities of urooe makes all the more intense our relief at this

action of the President and all the greater our gzratitude to you and the other members P
of the 3card. g X

& b
4s.a national organization concerned for more than forty years with immigrant aid and

service to she foreisn horn, and as the oldest organized zroup of Jewish women in this

country, the Courcil is orofoundly aware of *the nzcessity for imeediate action, if the

vietims of dazl persecution are to be saved f{rom anmihilation. Also, the Council

rarneslly desires to jive to our Jovermsent what supnort and help it can in the program

of refugee rescue and resettlement. g

Jur lony estapnlished Service to the roreizn Born is well crzanized and trained, with -
reojresentatives in 215 Sections throughout the country. The National office maintains

a staff of srofessional workers, equipved with technical knowled;;e, who have worked for

many ears with various governmental démdrtriants in meeting immigrants, in making af-
fidavits, and in other problems of imrigration. Council Sections, especially in areas

27 larze foreizn born population, have highly effecpive programs in naturalizationand
Americanization.

Tae lecation of the American relatives cof refugees.and the reuniting 'of war separated
families is one of our important services. %The National-Coincil of Jewish Women hag
tas great advantaze of having members in remote villages, as well as in the large
cities, in all parts of the country, C - )

§ . . T

In cormon with other orpganizations sericusly concerned with this most-tragic prcbleﬁ,
tae Council is hopeful that immediate assistance will be given the doomed minorities of
sarope, now that our President has established a War Refugee Board and appointed as

its directors men of high distinction and exceptional ability. Yle trust you may be
wnolly successful in fulfilling the purposes of the Board, thus bringing honor to our
country as a nation and as an international power. °.

Cordially yours,
/s/ i#ildred G, Velt-

/t/ iirs. Joseph M. vielt o
5 - “Hational President’ -
: P .




In reply please "~ FEB 12194
refer tot 9}

Dear Hrs, Welt:

Thank you for your letter of February 9, 1944,
concerning By appointhent as Aoting Executive Dirasctor
of the nev YWar Hefugee Board,’

Tour interest in the work of the Board and your
offer of the support and aseletance of your organisation
are greatly appreciated,

No doubt, you have by now received my lstter of
Pebruary 8, 1944, requeeting ths advice and cooperation -
of asgencies concorned with the problems of the Board. It - :
is sxpected that the statement rsquested in that letter
will be very helpful, and we shall be pleased to regeive
your suggestions as soon as possidle,

Very truly yours,

1815m04) 7.7, Pehlg

J, W, Pehle
Aating Executive Dirscto®

Hrs, Joseph M, Welt,

National Fresident, )

National Council of Jewieh Women,

1619 Broadway, ) N
New York, New York, :

‘/EBTowl eBlagr @-12.44

| &




NATIONAL COUNCIL OF

JEWISH WOMEN. " -

1819 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

TELEPHONE * CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW * N. Y,

FrLora R. ROTHENBERG February 9, oMy - -
Executive Director . - \ i .
Mr. John W, Pehle
Acting Executive Director
War Refugees Board
Washington, D. €,

Dear Mr. Pehle: K

- The Natlonal Council of Jewish Women wishes to express its gratification at your ap=
polrtment as Acting Executive Director of the War Refugee Board and to offer you the
support and assigtance of our organization, Your experience as Director of Foreign
Fund Control and your personal interest in Burope's refugee population give us hope
end reassurance.

The War Refugee Board, we understend, expects to work partly through private interna-
tional agencies. We are deeply concerned over the fate of the exiled Jews of Furooe
and anxiously desire that you avail yourself of the Council's many years of experience
1n loeation of relatives, of our trained volunteer and professional workers in Service
to Foreign Born, and of our widespread orgenization and facilities.

Our international service was bezun after the first World YWar, when the National Council
of Jewish Women was one of the few agencies equipped to trace members of war-separated
families and to get in touch with Americen relatives. Our international gservice has
contirued through the years and is very active now. The master file in the national
office contains information about thousands of individuals, and, through our 215 Sections
and our Cenadian Division, we are able to trace relatives and friends in all parts of
. America. hrough our Service to Foreign Born Department, esteblished forty years ego,

thousands of lmmigrents have been aided in entering the country and in becoming American
citizens. Today, Council's service to the immigrent and its Naturelization program are
orgenized natlionally under & professionsl director and her staff of trained assistants,

Will you kindly let us kmow how the National Council of Jéwish Women can be o0f agsistance .

to you and the War Refugee Board. .
Sincerely yours, ) v ot T

. i ,?2 Ve R o

Mrs, Joseph M .
MGW:PN _Nationel President -
SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION-—CHICAGO, ILL.—NOVEMBER, 1943

Welt

Mrs. Maurice L. GoLDMAN, President B "Mgs, Jacos Loks LANGsDoRF, Treasurer
San Francisco, Calif. . - .. Philadelphia, Penna.
Msgs, Josbm’a M. Wevr, First Vice-President Founder ) Mgs. Engar .Msupmso.u', Recording - Secretary
etroit, Mich. , , - Mgs. Hannam G. Soromon Cincinnati, Ohio C
Mes. Oscar S. Marx, Second Vice-President (1858-1942) Miss AmmEe Stone, Financial Secretary
Mount Carmel, III, . . " Philadelphia, Penna, - .
Mgs. BENJAMIN Seitzer, Third .Vice-President ) Mgzs. Kazw J. KAURMANN, Chairman, Executive Comm.

Brooklyn, N. V. . ’ o Pittsburgl, Penna,

5 .




FEB 9 1944

Dear Hrs. Welt:

Your letter to President Roosevelt concerning
the new war Refugee Board has been refemd to this office,.

The intereat of your organigation in the Presidentys
new program of help to the perascuted minorities of Furope is
deeply appreciated, I assure you that everything in our power
will be done to see that effective action is taken to carry
out the poliey of this Government to save the viotims of enemy
oppression who are in imminent danger of death, .

Your offer of service and help to the Board is
greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,
[S1smsd) J.¥. Fehle -

Je W. Pohls
Acting Executive Dirvector

Mro, Joseph M, Welt,
Prasident,

Nationzl Council of Jewlsh
Women,

1819 proadway,

New York, M. ¥,

FHodelihd 2/8/ih
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R l{nzmomxv JEwise AFralRs -

Frora R. RoTBENBERG
Executive Director

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN

INCORPORATED

1819 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

TELEPHONE ' CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS  COUNJEW * N.Y.-

Jemuary 26, 1944

Honoreble Franklin D. Roosevelt
Pregident of the United States
Washington, D. €.

My dear President Roosevelt:

Esteeming most highly your courage, 1ntegrity and regard for human life.

. the National Council of Jewish Women wishes to express to you itg
{ appreciation of your recent Executive Order esteblishing a War Refugee

Board. May your direct and forceful action be successful in its grest
purpose of rescuing from extermination the Jews and other persecuted
minorities of Europe and in providing havens of refuge for them.

As a national orgenization concerned for more than forty years with im~
migrant ald and service to the foreign born, and as the oldest organized

. group of Jewlish women in this country, the National Council of Jewish Women

 is profoundly aware of the necessity for the immediate action authorized

by your Executive Order. Also, the Couneil earnestly desires to give our
Government what help and support it can in the program of refugee rescue, re-

-habilitation and resettlement.

With sincere beat wishes for your personal well being and for the- security
of our country, I am,

Cordially yours,
Mrs. Joseph Welt
Natlonal President

. MGW:PN
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Mgs. MASURICIE‘E L. Gomnani President . Mgs. JA(;)}llzﬂLgnlah‘LAui;’snou, Treasurer
an Francisco, Cali - it adelphia, Penna.
Mzs. Joserrm M. WELT, First Vwe-Pre.mIent ’ ) Founder Mgs. Epcar MENmmsoN, Recording Secretary
Detroit, Mich. " Mgs. Hannag G. SoLoMoN - Cincigriati, Ohio
Mgs. Oscar S, (L:{anx,l Second Vice-President (1858-1042) Miss Axf)alfnlz §‘liot}¢la, Fl;mmnal Secretary
ount Carme! iladelphia, ‘Penna,
. Mas. BENJaMIN SpiTzER, Tlm'd Vice-President . Mgrs, KAre J. KAUFMANN, CM"’M”,E*”MWE COM'"
Brooklyn. N. Y. Plttsbu.rgh, Peﬁua M




JAN 31 1944

Dear Mrs. Kelt:

I sincerely eppreviate your letter

of Jenuary 27, 1944, concerning my eppoint-
ment to the President's new War Refugee Boarde -

The support end help of orgenizations
such as yours will be of great value to the
Roard in the importent but difficult task it
faces in efiectively carrying out the policy
of our govermment to rescue the vietins of
enemy persecution,

Sincersly yours,

(Signed) H. Morgenthan. Jy

Mrs. Joseph ¥, Walt,
2resident,

Netional Council of Jewish
Wwomen,

1819 Broadway,

New York, H. Y,

FHodelthd 1/31/44
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF ]E\X/ISI—I WOMEN‘?:'*

INCORPORATED

1819 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

TELEPHONE * CIRCLE 6-3175 : CABLE ADDRESS ; COUNJEW " N.Y,

FLora R. ROTHENBERG . January 27, 1944
Executive Director - .

Honorable Henry Morgenthau
Secretary of Treasury
Washington, Ds C,

My dear Secretary Morgenthaui

With sinocere respect and lively confidence in your power to carry out the difficult
task assigned to you, the National Counocil of Jewish Women wishes to congratulate you
on your appointment by President Roosevelt to the ¥War Refugee Board, recently estab-
lished by his Exeoutive Order. Our profound anxiety for the fate of the Jews and
other persecuted minorities of Europe makes all the more intense our relisf at this
action of the President and all the greater our gratitude to you and the other members
of the Board, .

As a national organization concerned for more than forty years with immigrant aid and .
service to the foreign borm, and as the oldest organized group of Jewish women in this
country, the Council is profoundly aware of the necessity for immediate aotion, if the
viotims of Nazi persecution are to be saved from anmnihilation. Also, the Council
earnestly desires to give to our Government what support and help 1t can in the program
of refugee resous and resettlement,

Our long established Servies to the Foreign Born is well organized and 'brained with
representatives in 215 Seotions throughout the country, The National office maintains
a staff of professional workers, equipped with techniecal knowledge, who have worked for
many years with various governmental departments in meeting immigrants, in making af=
fidavits, and in other problems of immigration. Counoil Sections, especially in areas
of large foreign born population, have highly effective programs in naturaluat:.on and
Ameriocanization,

The looation of the American relatives of refugees and the reun:.ting of wer. geparated .
families is one of our important servioces, The National Council of Jawish' Women: has -
the great advantage of having members in remote villages, as well’ as in the 1arge o1t1es. .
in all parts of the ocountry. - .

In oommon with other organizations seriously concerned with this most tragio problem, - E
the Council is hopeful that ilmnedmte assistanoe will be given the doomed minorities of .- L

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION—CHICAGO ILL~NOVEMBER, 1943

Mgs. M/\Sl;;lllcErL cﬁg;mé:flf President E Mgs, JA%);ﬂLgsln‘f;ANgsnoxr, Treasurer
ancisco, Cali - . adelphia, :Penna,

Mks, Jog-l’tl: M. I\XVET’ First Vice-President o Founder © Mgs. Engar MeNDERson, Recordmg Secretary

etroit, 77~ Mrs. HANNAE G. Soomon -  Cincinnati, Ohio .
Mgs. OS&AR St (B:JARX,I Sflclond Vice-President (1858-1042) Miss Amﬁ? dseliom Financial Secrelary

ount Carme hiladelphia, Penna, :
Mgs, BENJAMIN Sertzer, Third Vice-President T ’ > "Mgs,'KAzrL J, KAUFMANN CIWIVMG”,E#WNW Comm- :

Brooklyn. N. Y. - ) v . Pm.sburgh, enna; .. S

ST




Honorable Henry Morgenthau (2) . January 27, 1944

Europe, now that our President has established a War Refugee Board and
appointed as its directors men of high distinction and excoptional ability.
We trust you may be wholly gucoessful in fulfilling the purposes of the
Board, thus bringing honor to our country as a nation and as an international

powere
Cordially yours,

Uik

Mrs. Joseph Me\Welt
National President

MGW: F KM
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With sincere respect and lively confidence in your power to ca.rry out the difficult
taslc agsigned to you, the National Council of Jewish Women wishes: to congratulate you
on your eppointment by President Roosevelt to the War Refugee Board, recently esteb<
lished by his Executive Order. Our profound anxiety for the fate of the Jews and
other persecuted minorities of Europe makes all the more intense our relief at this:
action of the President and sll the greater our gratitude to you and the other members
of the Board.

As a national orgenization concerned for more than forty years with immigrant aid end. am. ¢
gervice to the forelgn born, and as the oldest organized group of Jewish women in thig- ':57 ¢
country, the Council is profoundly aware of the necessity for immediate action, if the
victims of Nazl persecution are to be saved from annihilation. Also, the Council L
earnestly desires to give to our Government what support and help 1t can in the progran EEE

of refugee rescue and resettlement.

Our long esteblished Service to the Foreign Born is well organ’{'zed and trained, with
representatives in 215 Sections throughout the country. The National office maintains:
a staff of professional workers, equipped with technical knowledgze, who have worked for Bt
many yeers with various governmental departments in meeting immigremts, in meking af= - Co
fidavits, and in other problems of immigration. Council Sections, ‘especially: in areas T
of largs foreign born population, have highly effective programs in naturalizat:lon and. -
Anericenization.

The location of the American relatives of refugees and the’ reunitin,_, of war sepa.ra’ced‘

families is one of our important services. The National Council -of" Jewiah Women ‘has
the great advantage of having meumbers in remote villegee, as. well as ‘in t'.he large ei
in all parts of the country.

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION—CHICAGO ILL —NOVEMBER 1943

Mgs, MAURICE L. GOLDMAN, President - . Mas.- JAcon Loes. LanGsbore, Treasy
San Francisco, Calif, # - Philadelphia, Penna. . ;

Mgs, Joserr M. Wm:r, First Vme-Pre.ndem Founder R Mne VEDGAR MEeNDERSON; Recordmg ecremry
Detroit, Mich. dE ‘Mrs. HARNAH G. SoLoMON - « +{% - Cincinnati; Ohio. :

Mgs. OScAR S. MARX, Second Vice-President . : (1858:1942) R Mrss Améz Stox®] Firdncial Semmry
Mount Carmel, Il hlladelphxa, Penna.

MRS BENJAMIN SPITZER, Third Vice-Presideit . S
Brooklyn, N. Y. ] : A . ’,,'_.'
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In common with other organizations seriously concerned with thie most . T
tragic problem, the Oouncil is hopeful that immediate assistance will be. . L
glven the doomed minorities of Europe, now that our President has established..

a War Refugee Board and appointed as its directors men of high distinction and:
exceptional ability. We trust you may be wholly successful in fulfilling the -
purposes of the Board, tius bringing honor to our country .as a nation and ae an’
international power. : - S

Cordially yours,

Mrs. Joseph M¢ \Welt”
National President




