


JUN26·191 

Denr Me sdrune s: 

Por your :1..nfomation and that of other 

interestod. persons, this is to advise you that, in 

view of the early termination of the War Refugee 

Board, over-all responsibility for the Eme:rgenoy 

RefuP:ee Shelter at Fort Ontario 1 Oswego, New York, 

has been transferred from the War Refugee Boa?'d to 

the Department of the Interior. 

Very truly youra, 
: IRIHpe·d} Floru1cv Horlal 
!, ·-

Florence Hodel 
Aeaiata.nt Executive Director 

National Coi.moil of Jewish Women, 
1Sl9 Broadway, 
New York, Mew York. 

~ EBT: inp 6/26/45 ~-' 



November S, 194ti.. 

Dear Mrs. Levi: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter 
whJoh I have today sent to Mrs. Karl · 
Kaufmann. 

I regret that I will not be 
able to accept the kind invitation ~o 
speak before the Pittsburgh Section of 
the National Council of Jewish Women on 
Tuesday, December 12; 1944. 

Very truly yours, 

I 

Mrs. Gerson Levi, 
2480 - 16th Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. O. 

Enclosure 

~ JWPehle:I°hh 11-8->+4 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director. 

.. 



Ootober 21, 1944 

Mr. John w. Pahle, Executive Direotor 
Wai- Hefugea enard 
Washington 2:3, D •. ~. 

My dear 11r. Pahl~n 

/ 
The P:l t.teb:1rgh Sect,.\ on, Ns.tional Oounoil of .Jew:l.ah Women• an Ol'gan11ation or 

1500 ,J13\fiien ?">•<ian, v.111 oelebtat.• its 50th an11:lvereary at a dinner on Tu•eday 
even!ng, raoamber 12, 1941+, at th.::i W.illinm }''7nn Hot.el. We would feel deeply 
honored .lt yw would ;:ptlak for u e on t,ha.t oooasion. 

You :.1.rc, oi' aour!le1 already familiar with the Hl'Vice to foreign bC?rn program 
of t110 ~l<J.tl<:>flf:1l ,;cr .. rncil of .. rowiah Wo1nan, rand you Jmou our d~i0p concern with the 
work wh:l.ch you B.r'3 doine;, anc l nt;c ouro you ar'l! f'amil.itU' with th11 oon1.ribution 
which we fowe 1~S.d6 to t.h.;; !lh':ll tor at Port Ontario, Now Yo"l'k. ~:., baHova thie 
ooolil.ei·-m ,;_a a f'ine oppo.rtunH.,.,,. to int.erpl·eit to 011r 1nemba1•ah1.p ou:r worlt in the 
f:i.el c! •) r eerv:. "" t:> i~o1·~ign bcrr., and l t :I. s :!'01· t hi a r'!IB.&<m tlmt wo f'eel it ex­
t-rendl y important that you tell us not only or th!i work o!' your Board, tut ot 
our responsibility to it. 

I have taken the liberty o·f e.sking l•ra. Herson tl. Lavi of' lt'aehington, De Co 
1 e. rnemb<:H' oi' the ttonrd anrl the iJhairu1a.n of' the lintionnl COmNittoe on Social Welfare 

and ii"'r .4 ct.1 vH.ieii of ths "liatione.l Council of Jewish II omen, to ai•re.ngo an appoint­
ment with you i.n the hop9e that s!:o mar express to you, even bette1• than I, how 
import.Mt we t'nel your presence would bo and the.t she might tell you more fully 
than I Olin in a lette1• the ple.¢e of tho National ()Ol.<ncil of JeWil'lh Women 1n the 
American scene. 

I hope you will eee Hre. J,evi and the.t you will send me. an affirmative answer. 
I would appreciate your writing to me at my home e.ddresa ~ 1917 Wightman street, 
Pittsburgh, 17, Pe?Jnoylva.nia 

RHK1do 

l:ij_ncaroly, 

I.Ire. !Carl J. Ka.ufll".ann, Chairman 
Executive Oor.runittee, National Counoil ot 

.Jewish \\omen · -
and Ohai:rman, 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Pittsburgh Section, National Oouno11 ot 
J ewi ~h Ii omen 

.'.• . 

.. 
., 

I 



November 8, 191~1~. 

Dear Mrs. Kaufmann: 

I have your letter of October 21, 
inviting me to speak before the Pittsburgh 
Section of the National Council of Jewish Women 
on Tuesday, December 12, 191.J.1~. 

Mrs. Levi has also called upon me and 
urged my acceptance of this invitation. 

I am well aware of the character and 
reoutation of the lfotional Council of Jewish 
Women and of the important work which it has 
performed. I appreciate very much this kind 
invitation and I regret that I will not be able 
to accept it. 

Mrs. Karl Kaufmann, 
1917 Wightman Street, 
Pittsburgh, 17, Pennsylvania. 

cc: Mrs. Gerson Levi 

~:JWPEHLE:lhh 11-8-44 

Very truly yours, 

· J. \i. Pehl e 
Executive Director. 

..· 

I· 



DRAFT 

Dear Mrs. Kaufmann: 

I have your letter of October 21, inviting· 

me to speak before the Pittsburgh Section of the 

National Council of Jewish Women on Tuesday, December 

12, 1944. 

Mrs. Levi has also called upon me and 

-urged my acceptance of this invitation. 

I am well aware of the character and 

reputation of the National Council of Jewish Women 

and of the important work which it has performed. 

I appreciate very much this kind invitation and I 

regret that I will not be able to accept it. 

Mrs. Karl J. Kaufmann, 
1917 Wightman Street, 
Pittsburgh, 17, Pennsylvania. 

· JWP: lhh 11-6-44 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle· 
Executive Director. 

.•·. 

. ' 

·! 
' 

•·. 
1 bird V tee President Pittsbur;h, Pa. 
Chairman of £..:ec11tive Commillee 

MRS. HERMAN B. LEVINE 
Treasm·er \V~&t Englewood, N. J. 

..-
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NATIONAL COUNCIL· OF •.,fEWISH 
1819 DROADWAY .. NEW <~/~RK 23 • N Y • 

FLORA R. ROTHENBERG 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Mr. John w. Pehle, Executive 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D. c. 

l.'y dear ~lr. Pehle: 

October 21, 1944 

Director 

) 

TEL• CIRCLE 6-3175 
CABLE:-CO.UNJEW-• N, V. 

The Pittsburgh Section, National Council of Jewish Women, an organization of 1500 J6wish women, will celebrate its 50th anniversary at a dinner on Tuesday evening, December 12, 1944, at the William Penn Hotel. We would feel deeply honored if you would speak for us on that occasion. 

You are, of course, already familiar with the service to foreign born program of the National Council of Jewish Women, and you know our deep concern with the work which you are doing, and I am sure you are familiar with the contribution which we have made to the Shelter at Fort Ontario, New York. We believe this occasion is a fine opportunity to interpret to our membership our work in the field of service to foreign born, and it is for this reason that we feel it ex­tremely important that you tell us not only of the work of your Board, but of our responsibility to it. 

r I have taken the liberty of asking Mrs. Gerson B. Levi of Washington, D. c., a member of the Board and the Chairman of the i.;ational Committee on Social Welfare and War Activities of the National Council of Jewish Women, to arrange an appoint­ment with you in the hopes that she may express to you, even better than I, how important we feel your presence would be and ~hat she might tell you more fully than I can in a letter the place of the National Council of Jewish Women in'the American scene. 

I hope you will see Mrs. Levi and that you will send mti an 
I would appreciate your writing to me at my home address - 1917 Pittsburgh, 17, Pennsylvania. 

(Y 
affirmative answer~r 
Wightman Street, . ,. . . 

and 

RHK: de 

Sincerely, · 

R~t~,,k~ 
Mrs. Karl J. Kaufmann~ ·chairman 
Executive Committee, National Council of 

Jewish Women 
Chairman, 50th Anniversary Celebration 
Pittsburgh Section, National Council of 

J.ewish Women~ 
CONTEMPORARY JEWISH AFFAIRS • INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND PEACE SERVICE TO FOREIGN BORN • SOCIAL LEGISLATION • SOCIAL WELFARE AND WAR ACTIV_ITIES 

MRS. JOSEPH M. WELT MRS. EDGAR MENDERSON President Detroit, Mkh. 
Fo11rtb_.Vice President Cinclnnad, o. ll!RS. OSCAR S. MARX 

First Vice President Mount Carmel, lll. 

MRS. BENJAMIN SPITZER 
Secoutl Vice Pre~ide11t Brooklyn, j\j.Y. 

MRS. KARL J. KAUFMANN 
Third Vice President Piusburgh, Pa. 
Chairma11 of £uc11ti11e Commil/ee 

. Founder 
HANNAH GREENEBAUM SOLOMON 

(1858'· 1942) 

MRS. MORTIMER BRENNER 
pecordi11g Secretary Brooklyn, N. Y. 

~,, 

M I S S A I M.E E S T 0 N E 
Financial Secretary Philadelphla, Pa. 

MRS. HERMAN B. LEVINE 
Treasurer \Ye.st Englewo~d, N. J. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

~ins. ARTHUR BARNErr, San Francisco, Calif. **1hss FRANCES LAWRENCE, Chicago, IJJ. 
Mns. s,\MUll BERCH, Los Angeles, Calif. MRS. EDMOND M. LAZARD, Los Angeles, Calif. 
MRs. C. P. BEROLZHE!MER, Chicago Heights, Ill. MRs. GERSON B. LEVI, Washington, D. C. 
MRs. MoRnMER BREN>IER, Brooklyn, N. Y. MRs. HERMAN B. LEVINE, West Englewood, N. J. 
:itRs. J\fOI~E CAHN, New Orleans, La. Mns. SAM LEVY, Denver, Colo. 
1fu<s. ]Aeon DAsai:w, Baltimore, Md. Mns. ALvrn MARGor.ws, Norfolk, Va. 
MRs . ..\JAX WELL EHRLICH, Staten Island, N. Y. Mns. OscAR S. MARXJ Mount Carmel,, 111. 
Mns. h"""G M. ENGEL, New York, N. Y. MRs. ALBERT J. MAY, New York, N. Y. 
?i.fR~. J.lAXUEL 11. ESKIND, Nashville, Tenn. 1-fRs. EDGAR MENDERsox, Cincinnati, Ohio 
~fRs. T11EOPIIIL FEIST, Tacoma, \Vash. ~fRs. Lours 1v1oRGANSTERN, \\~est Hartford, Conn. 
.\fRs. Ih.:NJ .. u11:-; GARFUNKEL, New York, N. Y. 1fRs. Lou1s 11.YERS, Kansas City, Mo. 
MRs. SAMt:EL R. GLOGOWER, Detroit, :Mich. Mns. 1fAx NATHAN, Houston, Texas 
:\!Rs . .i\oRMA!'\ S. GOETZ, New York, N. Y. }.fns. MAX RADY, \Vinnipeg, :Man., Canada 
MRs. S.HIL'li.L GoLDING, West Hempstead, N. Y. MRS. LoUJs RAPPAPORT, West Englewood, N. ]. 

*).ffi::-.. !i.L\L"RICE L. GOLDMAN, San Francisco, Calif. lr!Rs. HARRY M. RUBIN, Charleston, S. C. 
:\iR.s. Jos£1•n H. GRoss, Cleveland, Ohio MRs. Wn.LIAM SAHliD, Chicago, Ill. 
:\fN.s.. ff.ERM.AN lLurnMAKER, Louisville, Ky. :MRS. LEo SnoNFIELD~ Pittsburgh, Penna. 
!i.fRs. ]t.Lius H.\RRisoN, New Haven, Conn. Mns. SIMON E. SonELOFF, Baltimore, Md. 
~fos. RonP.Jn HEILBRUN, Rochester, N. Y. MRs. TnEonoRE SONNENFELD, Slingersland, N. Y. 
~{Rs. CHARLES Hn1Es, Minneapolis, Minn. MRs. BENJAMIN SPITZER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
~!Rs. J. ]. ]Aeons, Montreal, P.Q. Canada Mrss AIMEE STONE, Philadelphia, Penna. 
~fR.s. Sn.J'HEN KAHN, Dallas, Texas MRs. FLORIAN STRASSBURGER, Montgomery, Ala. 
~!Rs. KARL J. K,\UFMANN, Pittsburgh, Penna. MRS. JOSEPH M. WELT, Detroit, Mich. 
~fR~. ]Aeon Lom1 LANGSDORF, Philadelphia, Penna. .MRS. JOSEPH \\'onL, Tampa, Fla. 

MRs. Juuus WoLFF, New York, N. Y. 
·E~·Officia 

••Prnidrttl .. \'a1iauol CDKnnl a/ Jrwish Jsusi<Ws 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN 

ExrcL:TJYE CoMMITlEE OY THE BoARD OP DrnEcrons 
Cltairman-1fRS. KARL J. KAUFMANN 

Pittsburgh, Penna. 
f·ice-Chairnum-1'.Ias. HERMAN B. LEVINE 

\Vest Englewood, N. J. 
CAX.-\[IJAX-:\~IF.RICAN RELATIONS 

Chmrnwn-fifRs. OscAR S. :MARX 
~[ount Carmel, Illinois 

! ·ia-Clwirmnn-).fRs. Lot:Js MoRGANSTERX 

\Vest Hartford, Conn. 
l,_--lf:-;TE~tl'ORAR'r' JEWISH AFFAIRS 

Chair111d11-\fRs. ALBERT J. 1fAY 

New York, N. Y. 
Vict!-Chairmm1-'!i.fRs. DAVID M. SMALL 

Allston, ~fass. 
E\'J-:'.\'.IXG GR01·p~ 

Cliairman-~IRs. EDGAR MENDERSO~ 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

f ·ice-Chairman-MRS. HIRAM ELFENBEIN 

Jersey City, N. ]. 
{~;TERXATIOXAL RELATIONS AND PEACE 

Chairman-MRS. 1-IAXWELL EHRI.ICB 

Staten Island, N. Y. 
Via-Cliairman-1JRs . . MICHAEL Lr.v1x 

1:filwaukee, Wisconsin 
1fEMDERSHIP 

Chain11a11-1fns. HARRY 1{. RUBIN 

Charleston, S. C. 
Ficr-Chairman-"lvfRS. C. C. HANAU 

Yonkers, N. Y. 
Pr..Rso::-; NEL PRACTICES 

PoucIF.s 

Chairman-MRS. SAMUEL GOLDING 

\Vest Hempstead, N. Y. 

Chain11a11-~IRs. BENJAMIN SPITZER 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Chairman-1iRs. }Aeon LoED LANGSDORF 

Philadelphia, Penna. 
Vice-Chainnan-1fas. BENJAMIN GARFUNKEL 

New York, N. Y. 
REGIO:XAL CONFEREXCES 

Chairman-Mas. THEODORE SONNENFELD 

Slingerlands, New York 
.Vice-Chairma11-'l\fns. FLORIAN A. STR.AssnURGER 

Montgomery, Alabama 
SECTIOX SERVICE • 

Chairma11-~£ns. CHARLES HYMES 
· 1.finneapolis, 1-finnesota 

Vice-Chairma11-1iRs. VIcron FILLER 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

SENIOR-JUNIOR RELATIONS 

Chairman-Mas. lioRTIMER BRENNER 
Brooklyn, N. ·y. 

SERVICE TO FOREIGN BonN 

Cliairma11-11Rs, IRVING M. ENGEL 
New York, N. Y. 

SOCIAL LEGISLATION 

Cliairma11-l\!Rs. EDMOND M. LAZARD 
Los Angeles, California 

Vice-Cl:airman-MRs. I. LEE LEVY 

Woodmere, N. Y. 
SOCIAL Vo/ELF ARE AND \VAR ACTIVITIES 

C/iairma~)vfRs. GERSON B'. LEVI 
Washington, D. C. 

Vice-Chairmmi,..1\fRs. Juuus WOLFY 

New York, N. Y. 
W.1Ys AND MEANS 

Chairman-1'.las. SIMON E. SoBELOFF 
Baltimore, Md. 

.·-· 
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SPEECH FOR THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

at 16 & Q at 3 p.m. on 

April 111 1944 

' . ~· 

_j . 
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APRIL ll
1 

J.944. · .. 

I AM INDEED HAPPY TO HAVE THE~ PRIVILEGE OF MEETING 
\)J~~ 11'D-t .. • 

THIS AFTERNOON WITH THE cotmcn. OF JEWISH Wa.!EN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
~ . 

DISCUSSING THE FUNCTIONS, AIMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE WAR 

REFUGEE BOi\RD. 

ON JANUARY 22 OF THIS YEAR, PRESIDENT ROOOEVELT, BY 

EXECUTIVE ORDER, CREATED THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD. THE PRESIDENT, 
• 

IN CREA TING THE BOARD, SAID, 1tIT IS THE POLICY OF THf.S GOVERNMEN!r 

TO TAKE ALL MEASURFB WITHIN ITS POllER TO RESCUE THE VICTOO CIF 

ENEMY OPPRESSION WHO ARE IN IMMINENT DANGER CF DEATH AND Ol'HERWISE 

TO AFFORD SUCH VICTOO ALL POOSIBLE RELIEF AND ASSISTANCE CONSISTENT 

WITH THE SUCCESSFUL PROOECUTION OF THE WAR. n THE PRESIDENT APPOINTED 

TO THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD THE SECRETARY OF STATE, MR. HULL, THE SECRETARY 

OF THE TREASURY, MR. MORGENTHAU AND THE SECRETARY OF WAR, MR. STIMSON. 

HE CHARGED THE BOARD WITH THE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY OF CARRI ING OUT 

THE ANNOUNCED POLICY OF THE EKECUTIVE ORDER, WHICH IS s 

l. THE RESCUE, TRANSPORTATION, MAINTENANCE AND RELIEF. 

OF THE VICTIMS OF ENEMY OPPRESSION AND .. 
2. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HAVENS CF TF.MPORARY REFUGE FOR 

SUCH VICTil.\S • 

THE BOARD WAS FURTHER CHARGED TO ENLIST ... THE COOPERATION 

'OF arHER GOVERNMENTS AND OBTAIN THEm PARTICIPATION IN THE EXECUTION 

OF PLANS AND PROGRAW>. 

THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD NAMED JOHN W. PEHLE AS EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR AND IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MR. PEHLE AND HIS STAFF TO 

' 
{ 
J 

'\ 

1: 
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EXECUTE THE PROORAM OF' THE BOARD. 

MR. PEHIE WANTED VERY MUCH TO MEET WITH YOO lIIMSELF THlS 

AFTERNOON AND HAS ASKED ME TO EXPRESS TO YOO HIS REGRETS IN NOE BEING 

ABLE TO DO SO. I AM SURE YOO REALIZE THE HEAVY RESPONSIBllrITIES FACING 

MR. PEHLE AT THE MWENT. AS HE HIMSELF HAS SAID, OURS IS A LIFE-BAVING 

EXPEDITION. THERE IS NO TIME TO SPARE. WE MUST SUCCEED. 

THIS STATEMENT OF MR. PERLE'S, "THERE IS NO TIME TO SPARE. 

WE MUST SUCCEED" TYPIFIES THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WAR REFUGEm 

BOARD. MR. Pl)E.E IS A TIRELESS WORKER -- SINCERELY DEVOTED TO 

THE GOAL OF THE BOA.RD -- HE IS FEARLESS AND DOES NCI' KN<Jl THE MEANING 

OF THE WORD DEFEAT. IN HIS HANDS YOU CAN BE ASSURED THAT THE DIPCSSIBLE 

WILL BE REALIZED - THE NCW-DOCt.IED VICTIMS CF NAZI HATE WILL BE RESCUED. 

1'1'1E MUST SUCCEED". 

UNDER HIS DIRECTIONS, IMMEDIATE STEPS WERE TAKEN TO 

SECURE THE COOFERATION CF OTHER COUN!l'RIF.$. THE.PRESIDENT'S EXECUTIVE 

ORDER IN SETTING UP THE BOARD WAS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF OTHER 

GOVERNMENTS THROOGH OUR EMBASSIES WHO WERE INSTRUCTED TO DO EVERYTHING 

POOSIBLE TO EFFECTUATE THIS GOVERNMENT'S POLICY AND TO ACT WITH THE SPEED 

WHICH THE URGENCY OF THE SITO'ATION DEMANDEJ}. ~MR. h:am DID .NOT REST AFTERc 

THE INITIAL APPEAL TO arHER COUNTRIES BUT HAS KEPT UP A CONSTANT BARRAGE. 

ALL PRIVATE AGENCIES INTERESTED IN: THE REFUGEE FIELD WERE 

SOLICITED FOR SUGGESTIONS. CONFERENCES WERE HELD.WITH LEADERS OF PRIVATE 

AND OTHER GOVERNLIENJ.' AGENCIES AND MANI VALUABLE SUGGESTIONS WERE RECEIVED 

AND ARE BEING ,ACTED UPON/. RELATIONSHIPS WERE ESTABLISHED WITH UNRRA AND THE 

; . •. 

·H­
r 
I 



IN!l'ERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

CCldMITTEE ARE IN THIS COUNTRY AT THE MOMENT FOR CONFERENCES TO WORK OOT 

·FURTHER RELATIONSHIPS. 

THE BOARD NCIN HAS DIRECT REPRESENTATION IN TURKEY, .AL(}IERS, 

SWEDEN,- W Jtlll F8MllLW.. THIS MEANS THAT POTENTIAL REFUGEES AND THE 

REFUGEES WHO HAVE SUCCEEDED IN' REACHIN.G NEUTRAL TERRITORY NllV HAVE A FULL­

TDAE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT LOOKING AFTER THEIR 

INTERESTS. 

THE BOARD HAS FOCUSED ATTENTION CN SPAIN, SWITZERLAND, PORTUGAL 

AND TURKEY AND EVERY MEANS IS BEJll"G UTILIZED TO GET POTENTIAL REFUGEEE 

FROM FRANCE INTO SPAIN., SWITZERLAND OR PORTUGAL AND TO GET REFUGEES FROO THE 

BALKANS INTO TURKEY BY LAND AND RAIL AND FROM THERE TO PALESTINE. THE 

SWEDISH GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN MCl3T COOPERATIVE IN ASSISTING MOOT CF THE 

JEWISH POPULATION CF DENMARK TO ESCAIETO SWEDEN. SEVERAL ACTUAL EVACUATIONi 

PROJECTS ARE IN PROGRESS UNDER THE PROOO!ION OF PR,IVATE AGENCIES. · MR. IRA 

HIRSHMAN, K VICE PRESIDENT OF BLOOMINGDALES, WHO IS }'HE BOA11D•S: REPRESENTATIVE 

IN TURKEY, HAS DEMONSTRATED WHAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY PRIVATE AGENCW 

VIHEN BACKED BY A REPRESENTATIVE CF THE UNITED STATES GOVERl™ENT WHCflW:~OLE 

JOB IS TO ASSIST IN RESCUING PERSECUTED PEOPLES•- IT ifl NOT ONLY A MATTER OF · 

GETTING PERSONS m DANGER OF DEATH OUT OF GER!dAN-CONTROLIED TERRITORY,_ BuT m 
MANY CASF.S IT IS NECESSARY TO GET FOCD TO THEM IF THEY ARE TO BE KEPT ALIVE 

UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THEY CAN BE RESCUED. WHEN THE REl'.'lf_GEE· REACHES NEUTRAL 

TERRITORY, HE MUST BE FED AND MOVED ON TO MORE J?ISTANT HAVENS IN ORDER TO 

MAKE ROC:U IN COOPERATING BORDER NEUTRAL COUNTRIES FOR ADDITIQN4L ENTRIF.S. 

EFFECTIVE~ST.EPS. HAVE BEEN T.lKEN TO :SECURE THE RELAX~ OF 
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BORDER PATROLS AND EFFORTS MADE THROUGH NEUTRAL sarnCES TO PREvENT THE 

DEPORTATION OF JEVlS TO POLAND. THE BOARD IS ALSO WORiaNG TO HAVE SOUTH 

AMERICAN COONTRIES 1 AS WELL AS OUR CRlN, .!fO KEEP VISAS RENEIVED IN AN 

ATTEMPT TO PREVENT FURTHER DEPORTATION. 

THE SECURING OF TEMPORARY HAVENS IS ONE CF THE BIGGEST 

PROBL~ THE BOARD HAS TO COPE VlITH. UNLESS REFUGEES ARE KEPr MOVING 

FROM Sl.T!r.WIL BORDER COUNTRIES, .mE WAY WILL BE DEFINITELY BLOOKED FOR THE 

MANY THCXJSANDSYET TO BE RESCUED. 

TIE SHCRT-VIAVE RADIO IS BEING USED TO DRIVE HOME TO THE DEPRAVED 

NAZI MIND THAT THIS GOVERNMENT IS IN DEAD ERNEST NOT ONLY IN THE RESCUE 

OF JEWS BUT THAT WE ARE KEEPING BOOKS, AND l'lRITTEN IN THE LEDGER IN BLACK 

~~ ~ 

TO THE CREDIT OF PERSONS IN OOCUPIED TERRITORJ ARE THE NAMES OF THCEE WHO 

AID OR ASSIST IN THE ESCAPE OF REFUGEES, THCEE WHO DARE TO SPEAK UP IN THEm 

DEFENSE AND WHO DEFY THE INHUMAN ORDERS OF THE MILITARY LEADERS, WHILE ON 

THE OTHER SIDE CF THE LEDGER IN RED ARE THE NAMF.S OF PERSONS WHO IN ANY 

WAY ARE A PARTY at ILL-TREATMENT Ca -DESTRUCTION OF THE JEl'IS •. THE .PRESIDENT'S 

RECENT MESSAGE OF MARCH 24. WAS BROADCAST IN EVERY LANGUAGE OF THE WAR· WORI.J) 

AND REACHED INTO EVERY COUNTRY OF THE GLOBE. 

TO SUMMARIZE BRIEFLY THE POLICY- CF THE BOARD, I WOULD SAY 

IT IS TO SEEK OUT AND RESCUE MASSES OF POTENTIAL REFUGEES• WE CANNOT UNDER­

TAKE THE HANDLING OF INDIVIDUAL CASES. REFUGEES ALREADY SAVED ARE NOT 

OUR RF.SPONSIBILITY EXCEPT WHEN VIE AID IN THEm MOVEMENT IN ORDER TO FACILITATE 

THE ENTRANCE CF ADDITIONAL REFUGEES.· WE DO A&\IS'l' IN GETTING FOCD AND 

CLOTHING TO THE POTENTIAL REFUGEES AND TO .THCEE IN NETURAL COONTRIES YiHO 

OTHERWISE WOuLD BE A BURDEN TO THEIR BENEFACTORS. THE \'10RK CF RESCUING 

PCY.rENTIAL REFUGEES. HAS NO SET PATTERN. DIRECTIVES WOOLD BE PRET'l'Ji USELESS. 

I 
i 
1 

i. 
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BEFCRE THEY COULD BE TYPED AND APPROVED, T~ SHIFTING FATE OF BATTLE 
WOUID HAVE RENDERED THEM USELESS. THOSE VIHO WOULD ASSIS'.!.' THE HUNTED aF 
HITLER 1S HATE MUST BE READY AND WILLING TO USE .NOT ONLY FORMAL GOVERNMENT 
PROCEDURE BUT EVERY INFORMAL DEVICE _a, IMAGINATIVE Aij) DARING STAFF WORKING 
V/ITH FEARLESS REPRESENTATIVES CF PRIVATE AGENCIES CAN DEVISE. WE MUST BE 
DIRECT AND INDIRECT 1 CONVENTIONAL AND UNCONVENTIONAL. NO METHOD, NO ROAD 
MUST BE SCORNED OR NEGLECTED IF IT LEADS TC111ARD THE RESCUE OF HUMAN BEINGB. 

ALTHOUGH THE BOARD HAS BEEN IN EXISTANCE ONLY A LITTLE OVER TWO 
MONTHS 1 MUCH HAS BEEN CHALKED UP TO ITS CREDIT. IT IS REGRETTABLE THAT I 
CANNOX FULLY DISCUSS ALL OF THESE ACCOMPLISHMENTS YIITH YaJ'. ALL OF OUR 
WORKERS 1 AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES OF PRIVATE AGENCIES WHO ARE NEAR THE . 
SCENE CF ACTION URGE US TO GUARD VIELL OUR PLANS AND WR SUCCESSES• AN ENEml 
INFORMED IS AN ENEMY FORE-VIARNED. IF 1 IN OUR DESIRE TO SHARE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTs 
\'/ITH YOU, WE \''TOULD TELL YOU THE STORY, FOR INSTANCE, OF THE BREAKllG CF THE 
BOTTLENECK V/HICH HAS LED TO A CON'UNUOUS Sl.IPJ4. STREAM OF REFUGEES TRICKLING 

- TO A POINT OF SAFETY, IT MIGHT IMMEDIATELY GAU~ THE DAMMING OF THAT S~l. 
I AM SURE YOU WILL AGREE THAT EVERY CAUTION MUST BE TAKEN WHEN VIE TRAFFIC 
IN HUMAN LIVES. SILENCE IS A SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR EVEN ONE HUMAN LIFE 0 

YW WOULD NO!' ASK US TO BE MORE SPECIFIC. 

A.MERICA IS AT WORK TO SAVE ['HESJEWS OF EUROPE. ATTEllJPTS ARE 
BEING MADE TO PERSUADE EVERY GOVERNMENT TO TAEE PARALLEL ACTION. AT. THE SAME. 
TIME BY SHORT WAVE RADIO, WORD OF MOUTH AND. LEAFLETS, WE ARE FIGHTING TO 
CREATE A BATTLE -LINE IN THE MINDS OF EVERY_ GERMAN AND EVERY CITIZEN CF THE 
GERMAN-OCCUPIED COUNTRIES, A BATTLl!l;..LINE VIHERE THE DRAWN FORCES ARE HUMANITY 
VERSUS BRUTALITY AND THIS BATTLE OF PSYCHOLOGICAL WA'RFARE WILL BE V/AGED 
RELENTLESSU TO PREVENT DEPORTATION ABUSES AND. TO ENLIST AID FOR ESCAPING .. r--.__ , - •. s.· 



... -
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VICTIMS UNTIL THE VICTORIOUS ARMIES OF THE ALLD:S GAIN LIBERATION FOR ALL THE 

PEOPLES OF EUROPE• 

ANNE LA.UGHI..m 

.. 
" 
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MAR 11 1944 

In repl;r pleaae 
refer to1 298 

Dear Mrs. Welt: 

Thank you for 701ll' letter of ~l'Oh 7, 1944, eubo­
mttting, 1n reeponee to rn.v recent request, a etat•ment to. 
aid thl'l ~(er Ref1t11:H Board ln planning 1 t• rHoua progr~••. 

'r/e are glad to havtt the inforrni;otion oonoerning 
the aoti vi t1ee of your orgM111ation. and your euggeetione 
will receive our O!l.refnl conaldera.t1on. 

I shall be pleated to receive euoh further ~iewe 
and propoenls 11.11 you me.y wil'lh to offer, ae our project• 
1levelop, Your cooper@,tiDn 1n this mnthr is appreciated. 

Mrl!. Joseph M. Welt, 
NationHl Prenirlent, 

Very truly yours, 

!8i~ns"ll ,J. w. Pe<1II! 

J, W, i'eble 
AOting ~xeoutl~e ~1reotor 

National Council of Jewi.sh Women, 
1819 Broadway, 
N~w York 23, Now York. 

:.• 
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NTEMPORARY ]E\visH AFFAIRS • INTERNATV-

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
INCORPORATED 

1819 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 23 

TELEPHONE ·CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW • N. Y. 

FLoHA H.. }{oTHENUERG 

Executive Director 

March 7, 1944. 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
Acting Executive Director 
'Har Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.c. 

Re 1 Office of the Executive Director - 146 
Dear Mr, Pehle1 

Thank you for sending us the copy of your letter of February 8,1944, 
in which you asked for a statement of specific action we believe 
the War Refugee Board should take to effectuate the policy announced 
in the President's Executive Order, and of the measures the Council 
is equipped to take to lend assistance to such program. 

We understand the tremendous difficulty of the task the Board is 
undertaking, The :immediate rescue and transportation of' the 
victims of' Hitler's govermnent, thousands now in extreme danger 
of' death, will require highly trained and skilful intergovermnental 
action, and no private agency can presume to· do more than suggest 
feasible measures, However, in the maintena~ce, relief', and re­
settlement of' those rescued, the National Council . of' Jewish Women 
and other such organizations can be or· service. W<l wish the Board to 
recognize the fitness of the Council for certairi"ldnds of' work .and · 
then to call upon us for an.y assistance we can po~sibly .give. 

~ . .. 
We ask you to consider the attached statement in this light and 
to let us know in what way the Council can aili in this "program for, 
the rescue of' the Jews and obher persecuted minoriti.es of Euro~'/ 

MGW1SB 
encl. 

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION-CHICAGO, ILL.-NOVEMBER, 

1!Rs. 1L\l·tucF. L. GOLDMAN. Presidt'nf 
San Francisco, Calif. 

:\Ins. JosEl'll 7\f. \YELT. First Vicc-Prcsiclc11J 
Ddruit. 1\.rich. 

Founder 
11HS. H~\NXo\H G. SoLO)lOX 

(1858-19~2) , . 

?i.lHs. ]Aeon Loim LANGsnoRF, TrCasurcr-
.. •· Philadeluhia; Penna. 
~_Ins. EDGAR -~h:XnERso~, Rcc9rdi11g~ St!i{ctGrJ'. 

Cinciimati, OhiR-~ :1_ (t I u • - -. 
-~1rs·s An~EE STONE; p;Y,~}ICiUl Sccreta_~:3• · 

~ .: :. 

_.,, 
.. ' ,I. 
~·~-
lf 

..• ;,«'."-·'_:;~~·. 

··t 
.:f 

).fR~. ·oscAR S. ).fARX, Second Vio.·-Pn·sicfr111 
Mount Carmel. Ill. 

Mns.· BExJA).11:>: SPITZER, Third 1 ·icc-Pn:sidc11t 
Ilrboklyn. N. Y. 

Philade~phia, Pe_m_1~; _ ._- .. :--~-
~IRs. K,\RLJ. ~AuF~r.u~N, Chaip11_a~11 B_xci.·1~tivc 9e_1!("~· _ 

Pittsburgh; Pe1ma; · _,_ _,.: _ 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

sr.A.TEMENr TO WAR REFUGEE BO.A.RD 

The work of the War Refugee Board has two distinot ai;peotss l)Immediate 

reaoue and transportation to havens of refuge of Jews and ct her European 

minorities in danger of death. 2) Maintenance, relief, and resettlement of 

the rescued refugee population. 

l.We know the Board is nCJN taking steps to enlist the aid and oooperation 

of forei191 goverD!llents in the first part of this program. All permissible 

publicity should be given to any accomplishment of this kind. Infonnation 

should be as widely broadcast as possible through the underground movements 

of the variou~ countries, so tre.t the despairing may take hope and facilitate 

their Oi'Tn rescue. 

A United Nations Conferenoe, suoh as that whioh preoeded establishment of 

UNRRA, would vastly strengthen the action of the United States and would inorease 

and focus the emotional force of public opinion throughout the worl,d. It would 

make clear the position and quality of leadership of our Government and would 

influence those goverlll!lents now afraid to take _decisive action. lt may be 

argued that suoh a conferenoe at this time would delay the ·program, As a 

secondary step, it is obviously necessary. 

All the United Nations should declare themselves ready to share in providing 

temporary havens of refuge, and the United States should immediately take the 

lead by permitting large numbers to enter this CSJUntrr on temporary visas. 

The support of publio opinion is neoessary for each step of the 

program. The big job is to get this: support; and here the National 

Counoil of Jewish Women and other opinion-forming orgaii.izations oan 

give real help. Our 65~000 members, or.ganized in Sections in 2.~li 

(oontinued) . _ 

I 

\. 
} 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWIStt.WOMEN 

1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

Statement to War Refugee Board 

page two 

of the largest oities, are representative and leading members of 

their oanmunities. Through national releases, meetings and 

institutes, the national offioe provides information that is 

spread through Seotion leaders to the individual members and, 

through them, to the oommunities as a whole. Should there be 

a United Nations Conferenoe for the resoue and relief of the 

refugees, suoh agenoies as our own would begin immediately to 

help .create favorable public opinion for the decisions made by 

the C onferenoe. 

2. As soon as the possibility of temporary _refuge in the United States 

has been declared, all agencies suoh as the National Council of Jewish Women, 

equipped to give immigration aid, .and all community groups and organizations 

trained in social welfare should be immediately. called upon am organized for 

aotion1 To aid in rehabilitation, in providing fo9.d,. clothing, and other 

essentials; to help in preparing shelters. A na~ion-wide.campaign should be 

inaugurated to enlist community support, to· <0pmprivate P.anes and available 

buildings, a.Tld, if necessary, to maintain and provision camps. 

The National Council of Jewish Wanen '\'Till support and aid such a 

program with all its facilities and resources. Its trained professional 

staff and experienced volunteers will be ~eady· to help in arousing 

public opinion and enlisting community support. They will help to 

organize activities. The Council will offer its long:experienoe 

in immigratiun aid, Americanization, and social wed.fare. Its 

'· 
location, of relative file (see our letter of February 9,1944, atta~hed) 

will be ~de available to the Goveril!llent-for use in reuniting families. 

(continued) 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

Statement to War Refugee Board page three 

·When havens are established, the Council Sections in those communities 

will give direot and immediate assistanoe to individuals and groups. 

The War ~efugee BoardJlater, should provide the people of the United Stflbes, 

and the Department of State, and the Congress of the United States with oornplete 

information on conditions among dislooated populations and complete information, when 
it is safe to do so, 

concerning the Board's activities and aooanplishrnents, Such data, revealed 

to the people of the United States, would show the need for a revision of our 

L'llTiigration laws. Our national pledge and our faith in democracy demand a more 

generous immigration policy than present legislation presents •. 

The Council has developed, in the fi~y years of its existenoe, a serious 

educational program in all its departments, including Service to the Foreign 

Born; Social Welfare and War Activities; Sooial Legislation; International 

Relations and Peaoe; and Contemporary Jewish Affairs, 

The Council has been a leader in Americanization and naturalization work 

and is well equipped to help in the adj ustl)lent of new caners t'o national life 

and in preparing them for citizenship, 

Because of its large and well-distributed membership, its long experience· 

in aiding refugees, and its deep devotion to the work, the National Council of 

Jewish Women can offer the War Refugee Board ,very valuable assi.stenoe in whatever 

aspect of the work is assigned to it, 

March 7, 194.4, 

.. 
<. 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

i1:r.John '7. Pehle, 
Acting 3xecutive Director 
War Refugee Board, 
'.7ashington, D. C. 

Dear i~r. Pehle: 

February 9, 1944. 

The Hational Council of Jewish ':'lo::ien wishes to exiJress its gratification at your 
appointment as Acting ~xecutive Director of the 
the support and assistance of our organization. 
Foreign Funcl Control and c'our iJersonal interest 
give us hope and reassurance. 

:ar Refugee Board and to off er you 
Your experience as Director of 

in 3urope 1s refugee population 

The 'Jar Refugee Board, '"'e understand, expects to "'Ork ~;artly through pr!.vate inter­
national agencies. We are deeply concerned over the fate of the exiled Jews of 
~urope and anxiously desire that :rou avail :tourse lf of the Council's many years 
of experience in location of relattves, of our trained volunteer and professional 
norkers in Service to the Foreign 3orn, and of our widespread organization and 
facilities. 

Our international service was begun after the first ~orld iar, when the National 
Council of Je,.,ish '."!omen was one cf the very fel" agencies equipped to trace members 
of war-separated families and to get i.n ... touch '"ith A:nerican relatives, Our inter­
national service has continued through the· years and is 'very active naw. The 
:·Jaster file in the national office contains information about thousands of in­
dividuals, and, through our 215 Sections and our Canadian Division, we are able 
to trace relatives and friends in all parts of .America. Through our Service to the 
Foreign Born DepartL1ent, established forty :'ears ago, ·thousands of immigrants 
have been aided in entering the country and in becoming naturalized and functioning. 
A;nerican citizens. Today, Council's service to the ir.ll!ligrant ·and refugee and its 
}Taturalization program are or~anized nationally. under a professional director and · 
her staff of trained assistants. 

'!Till you :-dndly let us kno"' how the national Council of J·ewish Women 'can be of 
assistance to you and the War Refugee Board. 

~r~ 
Hrs, Joseph M. ~7Efl t · 

. NATIONAL PR"JSIJJ"'lNT 

.. .. 



\ .. 

FEB 19 1944 

Dear Urs. welts 

With reference to your letter or February 15, 
1944, I am forwarding to you herewith a duplicate of our 
letter of February 81 1944, whiob you state you have 
never received. 

We look forward to receiving your statement 
whiohwill be given our immediate attention. 

Ul-s. Joseph M. Welt, 
President, 
National.oounoil of Jewish 
women, 

1819 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 

Enoloaure, 

Very truly yours, 

{Signed) J. w, Pehle 

J. w. Fehle 
Acting Executive Director 

.. 
'· 



In reply please 
refer to: 146 

Dear Mrs. Welti 

FEB 8 1944 

The War Refugee Board, consisting of the Secretariee 
of State, Treaaucy end \far, vaa created bJ President Roosenl t 
on Jenunry ?.?., 1944, The President's purpose in creating th• 
Board, as well ae the Doard1s duties and authority, are set 
out in Executive Order No. 9417, a copy of which is encloted 
for your infornwtion. 

The Board i• not UJlllindful of the fact that pri•ate 
agencies, including yourselvee, have for some time been active 
in seeking means to effect the relief and rescue of Jewe end 
other minority groupe threatened wit~ eetermination by the 
eneIDT. Nor is the Board unmindful of the fact that auohageno1•• 
have actually brought relief to and effected the reeoue of a 
number of such victims of enemy p~rseoution, 

The Board is presently preparing programs for action 
and earnestly solicits the advice and cooperation of every agency 
concerned with the problem, Consequently, the Board would appre­
ciate it if you would submit to it, at your earliest poselble 
oonvenience, a detailed statement in wrlttng of such. speolflc 
action as you believe the Bo&rd ahould t eke to effeotuate the pol­
icy announoed in the ixecutiye Order. and of the measures that you 
are equipped to take to lend assistanoe to euoh progrnm. While 
your stntemont ~ be informal. it should contain ~l available 
information necessary or incidental to the effectuation of any 
proJeot you suggest. In this connection. you should b~ar ln mind 
that the .Board must. of neoeet1ity, confine itself .to project• 
~nvolvlng the relief or rescue of groups of persona and cannot 
deal vith proposals limited to any specific individual. 

,. 



~ .- . 
!l'he Board 1a full:r cognisant of the 4lt'f1~\i•• 

involved in the preparation of IUl7 euoh •tate11ent, '\nJ.t nrtei.o 
theleee bell•••• that the effort thue eapended Wili have it• 
compeneation ln achievement. 

1 think that you can understand our de•i te torrc · 
having the eugge1tione of all a1encie1 •uba1tte4 to the BoaJ'A 
in writing and at the earlle1t poaa1ble ••eni. On the otb~I' 
hand, I want you to know that the 1tatf of tha Board b alwa;y1 
available for diecueaions vlth your repre•entatlv•• and '11• · 
conaideratton of auob further proposal• Ol' a•11Uon1 al you 
m&T be prepared to make, 

Mr•. Mildred G. Welt, 
1at1onal Pre1ident, 
Rational Council of lewi•h Women, 
1819 Broadway, 
Bev York 83, Bew York, 

Enclosure, 

LSLrJWPiccm 2/18/44 

Ye17 trul.7 7oure, 

[(Signed) J. IV. Pahls . 

J. If. Peble 
Acting Executive Director 
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FLORA R. RoTHENnF.JtG 

Executive Director 

• NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
INCORPORATED 

1819 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 23 

TELEPHONE · CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW • N. Y. 

February 16, 1944. 

Mr. J. W. Pehle, Aating Executive Director 
War Refugee Board, 
Executive Offioe of the President, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle1 

Thank you for your letter of February 12, 1944, inwhioh 
you express the appreciation of the War Refugee Board for 
our offer of support and assistance of the National Council 
of Jewish Women. 

In that letter, you refer to a previous one, under date of 
February 8, 1944, in whioh you requested a statement of 
sane kind. We have not received an;i• letter under that date, 
nor a request for a statement about the Council. 

The Council is most anxious to give immediately wtiatever 
assistance it oan to your program. Therefore, we should 
appreciate it very much if we might have a copy of your 
February 8 letter, As soon as we knmv woot kind of statement 
you desire, it will be prepared and 

0

fol'Warded to you immediately. 

MGW:SB 

special delivery 

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION-CHICAGO, ·~ILL.:-NOVEMBER, 1943 

MRs. MAURICE L. GoLDMAN, President 
San Fr"I.lcisco, Calif. 

MRS. JosEPB M. WELT, First Vice-President 
Detroit, Mich. 

MRs. OSCAR S. MARX, Second Vice-President 
Mount Carmel, Ill. 

MRS. BENJAMIN SPITZER, Third Vice-Presidetit 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Founder 
MRS. HANNAH G. SOLOMON 

(1858-1942) 

MRs. ] Aeon LoEB LANGSDORF, TreaS11rer 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

MRs. EDGAR MENDERSON, Recording Secretary 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

MISS Arnfl~ STONE, Fina,'!Cial Secretary 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

MRS. KARL J. KAUFMANN, Cliairma11,E:recutive co111111 
Pittsburgh,,penna. · 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS. l 
f·. -" ""''. . .-:~ .. Mas. MICHAELS. AARONSON, Ansonia, Conn. Miss BEATRICE R. HAHN, New York, N. Y. 

MRs. C. P. BEROLZHEIMER, Chicago Heights, Ill. MRs. JESSE HEIMAN, Little Rocle, Ark. 
*MRs. MORTIMER BRENNER, Brooklyn, N. Y. Mas. CHARLES HYMES, Minneapolis, ¥inn. 

MRs. ARTHUR BRIN, Minneapolis, Minn. MRs. BEN F. ]Aeons, St. Louis, Mo. 
MRs. DAVID S. BuBis, Nashville, Tenn. Mas. S. W. JACOBS, Montreal, P.Q., Can. 
Mas. MAXWELL EHRLICH, Staten Island, N. Y. *Mas. KARL J. KAUFMANN, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

*MRs. HIRAM ELFENBElN, Jersey City, N. J. *Mas. ]Aeon LoEn LANGSOORF, Philadelphia, Pa. 
~[Rs. IRVING ENGEL, New York, N. Y. Mas. GERSON B. LEvr, Chicago, Ill. 
MRs. JooEPH K. FERGUSON, Los Angeles, Calif. *¥as. HERMAN B. LEVINE, West Englewood, N. ]. 
Mas. THEOPHIL FEIST, Tacoma, Wash. .Mas. SAM LEVY, Denver, Colo. · · 

*MRs. BENJAMIN J. GARFUNKEL,NewYork,N. Y. Mas. OSCARS. MARX, Mount Carmel, IIL 
MRs. SAMUELR. GLOGowER, Detroit, Mich. Mns. Ar.nERT J. MAY, New York, N. Y. • 

*Mas. SAMUEL GOLDING, West Hempstead, N. Y. \fRs. MARION L. MAYERS, San Franeisco, Calif .. 
Mas. MAURICE L. GOLDMAN, San Francisco, Calfr,. !Rs. EDGAR MENDERSON, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mas. JosEPH H. Gaoss, Cleveland, Ohio · · Mas. Louis A. MILKMAN, Scranton, Penna ~-... ·~ .. , 

*Mas. Lours MoRGANS~N, WestHartford,.ctifut.:· ''°f·~ __ ,_,:~_". · _-:,; __ 
MRS. MAX H. NATHAN; Houston, Texas · · 
Mas, HARRY M, RUBIN, Charleston, S. C. 

**Miss MARIAN ScH.UMAN, Chicago, Ill. 
·· Mas. DAVID M. SMALL, Brighton, Mass. 
*Mas, SIMON E. SonELOFF, Baltiniore, Md. 
*Mas. THEODORE SONNENFELD, Slingersland, N. Y. 
*MRS, BENJAMIN SPITZER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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MRs. FLORIAN A. STRAsseURGER, Montgomery, Ala, 

*Mas. JosEPn M. WELT, Detroit, Mich. i·-
. Mas. TosEPa Woai., Tampa, Fla. r 

["''i}fas. JULIUS \\TOLFF, New York, N. Y. ,_.. 

\..:.?M-tmber Bsect1tiv1 Committ.r1 
.. Pr.sidmt. NalionoJ Cot4ncil of lnoitls lto1ior1 



In reply please 
refer tot 136 

My dear Mr, Seoretai7': 

FEB 18 1944 

Thank you for your letter of February 12, 1944, 
nnd its enclosures, transmitting a copy of a letter from Mrs. 
Joseph M. Welt, National President of the National Oo'Urloil 
of Jewish Women. 

The matter referred to in Mrs. Welt's letter will be 
given appropriate attention. 

J, w. Pe)lle 
Acting Executive Director 

The Honorable Henry L. Stimson, 

Seoret~ry of War, 



Mr. John Pehle, 
Assistant to the Secretarv, 

Treasury Depart~ent, 
~ashington 2S, D. J• 

J am pJeased to inclose a copy of a letter dated January 

27, F'U,, :'rom !.lrs •. Josenh Li. \'/el t, :•lationa] President of the 

Nntiona~ ':ounciJ o:" Jewish "/omen, tenderinr t 11e services of 

h
0

r-or;:etni Z'ltion +.o t"e '.far Ref•1r;ee Board. For your informa-

tion, J also inclose n ~ony of ~y renly to Mrs. ~elt. It is 

M:.' ·indersbrnc'i Df' +.h'l t .vou ·.vill ma~e t':A necessary recommenda-

ti ori~ in ~his regarcl to t'ce Nar Refugee Board at the proper 

time. 

Sincerely :'ours, 

2 Incls. 
Incl 1 - cy of ltr 1-27-44 

from M''S. Welt 
Incl 2 - cy of reply to M~s. 

Welt 

Secretary or "'far. 

' ... - .. ,•; -~ .--:- -

.. 
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'4r. J'ohn Pehle,-
Assiatant to the Secretary, 

- Treasury Department, 
Washington 25, D. o. 

Dear Mr. Pehler 

I urn pleased to inclose a copy of n lettor dated January 

27, 1944, from Mrs. Joseph N. Welt,_ National President of the 

National Council of Jewish Women, tendering the services of 

her organization to the War Refugee Board, For your informa-

tion, I also inolose a copy of my reply to Mrs. Welt. It is 

l'lY understanding that you will make the necessary rooommenda­

tions in this regard to tho War Refugee Board at the proper 

time. 

Sincoroiy yours, 

2 Inola. 
Incl l - oy of ltr 1-27-41. 

from Mrs, Welt 

\~3gd.) HEN~Y t .. _ STIMSQN 

Secret;arj of War. 

Incl 2 - oy of reply to M,.s. 
Welt 

.. .-' ·.,·-· : ... · 



DMI' lln1e Wtl.t• 

Beoeip\ ot 70'QI' 1-tter of J__,., 21, l.9M_, o~ ~­
gentl'ou ettex-. ot th• latio,.i 00\mlU of iJ-.,_ w-. to M of 
au po111ible us1•tano1 1u thl work of iihe Pnai..-•1 ..., 
Hefu&M Board, 811,d oe>ngr&tu1at1Dg •on JV app~n'\ \o tbl 
BOll'Cl 1e SNtetul.1¥ &o..,.,.4p4a 

Al a Mllbel' ot the J)oU'd1 l wan\ '\o •UM JO\l \ha\· en" 
.iton 1'1.U .,. -., o®aifttnt wltb .slitUf •""1t7.- w .· 
the poUq ot unoondltl1>Ml. aun•Dlitl", ~ ~·~ th9.hml-t .. 
1hiP1 and eulf~ ot all innocJent 'ti•"-· of ti.• and-t•· 
ta.1ol au praotioab1- ll!NllUl'U t<m the "11.et ot i~b!,t11nt1·ot 
tem.toq now qooupied by the •JUPllJ'• 

4t tue £"•ent tilllit. tJw wo .. Jc ot tne .__. ae~ ~o.r.t.· u 
eti.U in tbt £-.t1w· ittS-• Xt .18 ~ tb&t 1f:9 WiU SOOQ be 
tnabW to t!ll'O t.o goocl '*'" the Jll'OlteJ.'$11 1ett!.04i1 t>f· iu#h qr. 
gUir.at1one u YOlirl with tb9u ~JI.~ lntereet iii \hi ,,... ... 
cu. of all Pttplet fl"Oa tblitr o~@IOH• X 1--.. #0 40\&lri ""' 
the pno1'1~ .,.n.-. of· .tbe -.ts.~ Oo~U ot Jn111'· . 
WOMn .W.· pl'01'lt 0, ·~t Watfl.'· '9 .. thit lt'U' Jt.iUgee ~· ···jp . 
,. aeb\U.1 l .. plMdd ti) )'iql ;rc>\Vi ~~ ~Q lll'i it• _,..,,.~. 
beiatan\ to ti. s-.m\arT Of \bl ~-- iJ ~~ · ... 
aaeiltiaa tb9 .,_ ~ ~ u !f,oting d1Hot0.ri·· · · ,. • 

Si.,..,.~ tom'81: 

. (8t1c1~J tiEN~Y L. STIMSON .. · .. 
.- " _I'." . - -. 

~ ~t117otwlr. 
11.Yemo for Record: Reply based. on ltr to U¢tarian Service,Corn.'lri.ttee, . 
2 Feb .44; ltr to Congregation Berith:Sb.olom, 8,)?eb 44, and conversati9i:l 
with liir. Pehle on 3 Feb 44. . ·. · : ~··, 

; . ...-· ':'· 

. , 
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'.ionorable ilenry L, Stir1son 
~ecretary ol' 'Har 
.!~~-ts hi ngton, Do Go 

r.ly dear 5.ocrctary Stimson: 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
Incorporated 

1819 BHOADVIAY 
lfEVl YORK 

January 27, 1944 

<Vi th "incere res:1ect. and li vcly confidence in your ;:iower to carry out the difficult 
task assL;n,;d to you, t:m ivat.i anal Co'-!ncil of ,Jewish Women wishes to congratulate you 
on yo•1r ap:)ointne:-it. by ?resident Roosevelt to the ~far lfofugee !3oard, r<:cently estab­
lished by his r::Xecutive Order, Our Drofound anxiety for the fate of the Jews and 
other 9ersecuted ninori ties of c:iro?e r.1akes all t:1e r1ore intense our relief at this 
action of the ?resident and all the greater our gratitude to you and the other members 
of t:1e ·lr.ard, 

1\s a national orv,anization concerned for r.iore than forty years with immiJrant aid and 
servi::e to ';l:e foreL'.n horn, and as tr.e oldest organized i;roup of Jewish women in this 
country, the Council is orofoundly aware of +,he necessity for immediate action, if the 
vi.cti~ of :-lazi :Jersecution are to :Jc saved fror.i annihilation. Also, the Council 
earnestly ~lesires to ;i Vf! to our Jovernmcnt what s:.ip:1ort and help it can in the program 
of refugee resc:.ie and resettlenent, 

·Jur lon.c; estaolii:;hed Service to the -""=irei;;n Born j s well crganized and trained, with 
;2.wescnta ti ves L-1 2l'.' .':!ect: '.JI:s throc1?,hout t~1e country. The Na ti.orial office r.iaintains 
a s Liff of iro.:.'essio:-ia::. 1-mrkers, aq_uippect vii. th technical knowled;;e, who have worked for 
many :·ears with vario11s r;overo:.",ental de:iartr.ar.ts in m'3eting immigrants

1 
in making af­

fidavi. ts, rind in other :Jroblens cf irul'L;rati.:in, Council Sections, especially in areas 
'.J': Jq,-. ~e forei.~n horn :10;:-ula tion, have lL.ghly effec.ti ve progra!'ls in naturalizationand 
Ameri •·ani za tj_ ono 

The lccati:m of the Arr;ericar. relatives cf refugees. and the reuniting 'of ·,,var separated 
families is one of our important services, The Natio.nal- Council of Jewish Women has 
t:1~ ,c;reat advantaze 0f havin11 r.1embers in remote villa.ges, as well as in the ],arge 
cities, in all ·Jarts of the country, 

In com10n with other ori:'.anizaUons seriously· concerned with. this r.iost·trag:i.c proble~, 
t·-ie Council is hopeful tnat illll':ediate assistance will be given the doomed r.iinorities of 
'.:>.lrope, now that. our President has estahlished a >Var Refugee Board and appointed as 
its directors men of high distinction and exceptional ability, .Yle trust you l'lay be 
wi1olly si.J.ccessful in fulfilling t'1e purooses of the ·Board, thus bringing honor to our 
country as a nation and as an international power, 

Cordially yours, 

/s/ .Mildred G:. Welt 

/t/ hirs, Joseph M. ;<elt 
National Pr·esident 

s:' 



ln reply plea .. 
refer to1 91 

FEB_ 12 1944 

Thank you tor your leUel' of Februn17 9, 1944, 
oonoern1ng "7 appoln•ment a• Aotlng Exeoutl•e Dlreotol' 
ot the new War Refugee Board. · · 

Tour ln,erest ln the work of the Board and 7our 
Offer Of the euppor• and &lelltanoe Of your organisation 
are greatly appreciated. 

No doubt, you have b7 now reoe1Ye4 Ill'/ letter of 
february 8, 1944, reque1ting the adTice and cooperation 
of agenolee concerned with the problem• of the Joard. lt 
le expected that the etatement requested ln that letter 
will be ver•y helpful, and we lhall be ple&Hd to receive. 
your 1uggeetlon1 ae soon aa polalble. 

'flH9fned) J.W. Pehle 

J. If, Pehl.e 
Ao.tine iseeutlve Dlreotoe 

Mr1. Jone~~ M, Welt, 
National Preeldent, 
National Oounoll of Jewleh Women, 
1819 Br,oadwrq, 
New York, Kew York. 

~ ~TowleB:agr a..1a..44 

.. 

.. ~ . 
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~1fiiroRARY JEWISH AFPAms • INTERNA'If L RELATioNs AND PEACE • SERVICE TO Foii>:wN{ :•i< , SQciAL :LooistATiciN' .•. s_'f""L WEI.v~~ · j ·. 

e ,;~~~i~m~~i~i~r · 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOM:EN.: ;·i~Ii~~ff .~f~~x~~~2~;~. INCORPORATED . 

1819 BROADWAY DA'l'E~~~ .... ; ... ;~;;.~.\4f \ . 
NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE ·CIRCLE 6-3175 CAJlLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW • N. Y. 

FLORA R. ROTHENBERG 
Executive Director 

Mr. John IV. Pehle 
J\cting Executive Director 
Vial' Refugee Board 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

February 9, 1941~ 

\ 

The National Council of Jewish Women wishes to express its gratification at your ap­
pointment as .Acting Executive Director of the We~ Refugee Boa.rd and to offer you the 
support and assistance of our organization. Your experience as Director of Foreign 
Fund Control and your personal interest in Europe•s refugee population give us hope 
end reassurance. 

The War Refugee Board, we understand, expects to work partly through private interna.,. 
tional agencies. We are deeply concerned over the fate of the exiled Jews of Europe 
and a.nXiously desire that you avail yourself of the Council's many years of experience in location of relatives, of our trained volunteer and professional workers in Service to Foreign Born, and of our widespread organization and facilities. 

Our international service wes begun after the first World War, when the National Council of Jewish Women was one of the few agencies equipped to trace members of war-separated families and to get in touch with .American relatives. Our international service has 
continued through the years and is very active now. The master file in the national office contains information about thousands of individuals, and, through our 215 Sections eJld our Canadian Division, we are able to trace relatives and friends in all parts of America. 'lhrough our Service to Foreign BoT1r Department, established forty years ago, 
thousands of immigrants have been aided in entering the country and in becoming .American citizens. Toda;y, Council's service to the immigrant and its Naturalization program are organized nationally under a professional director and- her staff of trained assistants. 

Will you kindly let us know how the National Council of Jewish Women ca.rt be Of assis~ance 
to you and the War Refugee Board. 

Sincerely yours~ 

MGW:PN 
SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL 

Mns. MAURICE L. GoLDMAN, President 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Mas. JosEPH M. WELT, FirSt Vice-President 
Detroit, Mich. 

Mas. OscAR S. MARX, Second Vice-President 
Mount Carmel, Ill. . 

Mas. BENJAMIN SPITZER, Third ·Vice-President 
Brooklm N. Y. 

~0Pk#Pr 
Mrs. Joseph &{)\;~l~::'. 
National President 

CONVENTION-'-CHICAGO, ILL.--:-"NOVEMBER, 
. Mas. }Acmi LoEB LANGSDORF, Treasi1rer 

. Philadelphia, Penna. 

1943 

Founder 
Mas. HANNAH G. SOLOMON 

(1858-1942) 

Mas. EDGAR MENDERsoN', Recording· Secretary 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Miss AIMEE STONE, Finan.cial .Secretary 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Mas. Km]. KAUFMANN, Clwirma,.,Executive C<>tnlll 
· Pittsburgli, Penna. 

-~-~.2~--~--~-; . 



FEB 9 1944 

Dear Jira. Welts 

Your letter to President Roosevelt concerning 
the D8'lt' war Refugee Board baa bean referred to thie office. 

'?be interest of ;your organiaation ~ the Preaident.t• 
new progr8.l!l ot help to th& peraec\lted minorities of EurOJ>' ie 
deeply appreciated. I assure you that everything in our power 
1d.ll be done to aee that etf'octi.w action ie taken to Caft'1 
out the policy of this Gov~t to save the viot.ila8 ot t1118V 
oppression who are in 11l!m1nent danger of death. · 

Your otfer of service and help to the Board 18 
greatly appreciated. 

Jira. Joseph JI. welt .. 
President, 
National aouncil ot Jewilh 

WOlll8D, 
1819 BroacbJq, 
Mew York, H. l" 

FHodelshd 2/8/44 

Very truly yours, 

{Sl1>;ned) J.W. J"?,.11le · 

J. w. Peble 
Acting Bxeou.tiw Director 

.. 

·' 



-5&8'20''' 
- -.· .. ~; 

~~~IN~a~~r~o~;i~e 'J 
-"j 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 

AUS •....•. : ••• ,... ••.•• ::; 
NO .J.liS. F.L..i,. ••••.••• ·; 

1944lil~1TIAL ..••••.•.•••••• 
D/;l'E .................. . 

Respectfully referred to the 

Secretary of the Treasury for such 

acknowledgment as may be deemed ap-

propriate. 

Attention: Hr. John W •. Pehle. 

~(2i;a~ 
Executive Clerk 

•. .. 

~---.. -.-.--
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L- RELATIONS AND PEACE • SERVICE TO FOREIGN( 

• NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
INCORPORATED 

1819 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 

FLORA R. RoTHENDF..RG 
Executive Director 

TELEPHONE ·CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW • N. Y. · 

January 26, 19li4 

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of the United States 
Washington, D. O. 

My dear President Roosevelt: 

Esteeming most highly your courage, integrity and regard for human life, 
. the National Council of Jewish Women wishes to express to you its 

l
, appreciation of your recent Executive Order establishing a War Re~ee 

Board. May your direct and forceful action be successful in its great· 
purpose of rescuing from extermination the Jews and other persecuted 
minorities of Europe and in providing havens of re~e for them. 

As a national organization concerned for more than forty years with im­
migrant aid and service to the foreign )lorn, and as the oldest organized 

. group of Jewish women in this country, the National Council of Jewish Women 
/ is profoundly aware of the necessity for the ilIIIlediate act1on authorized 

by your Executive Order. .Also, the Council earnestly desires to give. our 
: Government what help and support it can in the program of refugee rescue, re-
. habili tat ion and resettlement, · -

With sincere best wishes for your personal well being and for the security 
of our country, I am, 

.MGW:PN 

Cordially yours. 

Mrs. Joseph 
National Pres 

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION-CHICAGO, Il:,L.-..,-NOVEMBER, 1943 
MRs. MAURICE L. GoLDMAN, President 

San Francis~o, Calif. ·o \ i 
MRs. JosEPH M. Wru.T, First Vice~President 

Detroit, Mich. · 
MRS. OsCAR S. MARX, Second Vice-President 

Mount Carmel, Ill. 
MRs. BENJAMIN SPITZER, Third Vice-President 

· Brooklm N. Y. 

Fou11der 
MJ!S. HANNAH G. SOLOMON 

(1858-1942) 

MRS. J ACOD LoEB LANGSDORF, Treas<1rer 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Mils. EooAR MENDERSoN; Recording Secretary 
. Cincir.uiati, Ohio . ., 

Miss AIMEE STONE,. Financial Secretary 
Philadelphia, Penna. . , 

MRs. KARL J. KAUFMAWN, Chairinan,E~ec<1iive Cotnrir. 
. ' . Pittsburgh, Perlha. . . . ·· ., • •. ·.· 



-...,,._,-:--c .. 
_·-_ _. .... ---

,JAN 311944 

J)ear Mrs. Welt 1 

I sincerely e.ppreeb. te your letter 
of January 27, 1944, concerning my appoint­
ment to ths President's new War Refugee Boa.rd. 

'fho support and help of orge.nlzations 
such as your·s vtill te of great value to the 
Boe.rd in the imp or tan t but dif f1 cult task it 
faces in ef1ectively carryint:~ out the policy 
of our 13overninent to rescue the viotims of 
enemy persecution. 

Sincerely yours, 

(BtpM) B. Mo~ntlt1111. Jr 

Mr·s. Joseph M. Welt, 
2resident, 
National Council of Jewish 

\iomen, 
1819 J3roa.dwa.y, 
New 'fork, N. Y. 

FHodel: hd 1/31/44 



1819 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE 'CIRCLE 6-3175 CABLE ADDRESS ; COUNJEW ·, N. Y. 

FLORA R. ROTHENBERG 
Executive Director 

Honorable Henry Morgenthau 
Seoretary of Treasury 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Secretary Morgenthau1 

January 27, 1944 

.. · :, .· 

-- ~:..._.:.:. --

With sinoere raspaot and lively confidence in your power to carry out the difficult 
task assigned to you, the National Council of Jewish Women wishes to oongratulate you 
on your appointment by President Roosevelt to the War Refugee Board, recently estab­
lished by his Executive Order. Our profound anxiety for the fate of the Jews and 
other persecuted minorities of Europe makes all the more intense our relief at this 
action of the President and all the greater our gratitude to you and the other members 
of the Board. 

As a national organization concerned for more than forty years with immigrant aid and 
service to the foreign born, and as the oldest organized group of Jewish women in this 
country, the Counoil is profoundly aware of the neoessity for ~diate aotion, if the 
viotims of Nazi perseoution are to be saved from annihilation. Also, the Counoil 
earnestly desires to give to our Government what support and help it oan in the program 
of refugee resoue and resettlement. 

Our long established Service to the Foreign Boru i_B well _organized and trained, with 
representatives in 215 Sections throughout the country. The National offioe imintains 
a staff of professional workers, equipped with teohnioal knm·rledge, who have worked for 
many years with various governmental departments in maetinj{ immigrants, in lll!lking. af­
fidavits, and in other problems of immigration. Council Sections, especially in areas 
of large fore~n born population, have highly effective progra·ms in naturalizat.ion and 
Americanization. 

The location of the American relatives of refugees and the reuniting of war separated 
familie,s is one of our important services. The Natibnal Council of ;Jewish Women has 
the great advantage of having members in remote villages, as well as in the. ~arg'e cities, 
in all parts of the country. · · 

· .. ;. 

i> 

i In common with other organizations seriously concerned with this most tragio problem, l the Council is hopeful that immediate assistance will be given the doomed minorities· of . ' . '. ~ . ' . . 

SEVENTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION-CHICAG6, ILL.~NOVEMBER, 1943 
MRs. MAURICE L. GoLDMAN, President 

San Francisco, Calif. 
MRs. JoSEPH M. WELT, First Vice-Presideni 

Detroit, Mich. 
MRS. OSCAR S. MARX, Seco11d Vice-Presi<knt 

Mount Carmel, Ill. 
Mas. BENJAMIN SPITZER, Third Vice-President 

Brooklyn. N. Y. 

Fo1111der 
MRs. HANNAH G. sowMoN 

(1858-1942) 

_Mns. ]AcoB LOEB LANGSDORF, Treasurer 
Philadelphia, Pennll. 

Mas. EnpAR MENDERSON, Recording Secretary 
. · • ·Cincinnati, Ohio . 
Mrss AIMEE STONE,' Financial Secretary 

Philadelphia; Penna. . . . . . • 
· MRs. KARL J, .ICAvvMANN, Cliairlium;Executive Coliiin. 

· Pittsburgh, Penna. . ~" · . ·· . 

--·."'' 



Honorable Henry Morgenthau (2) January 27, 1944 

Europe, now that our President has established a Vfar Refugee Boord and 
appointed as ita directors I!J3n of high distinction and exceptional ability. 
We trust you may be wholly successful in fulfilling the purposes of the 
Board, thus bringing honor to our country as a nation and as an international 
power. 

MGW:FKM 

Cordially yours, 

~~ 
Mrs. Joseph 1\.\ Vlelt 
National Presldent 
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· ~~· • 1~ ... "'·~. '""'·:c--"'" Pu~ 'n"~,. '°'"~~:I~10'<~C~";'; :~;:~; .. 
f\ECf.i'/EO "t_ .,1:;1.1Et., - - --liV:HllJ Ai 

DEi'f>Y~ 1mn oF s lA"TE _ _ Sc:t'l\r\I~i1HFQf_sT~'f'rG'1\MrH :' 

.- -: INCORPORATED - - .. - - -'~!r!J:!ik~ ... ,;- ! ••• _ <-

· •1 i •;:i.vti OF 1819 BROADWAY VISA 1iJ);~JE.,wL- ...... _I 
ci·l<IMUHICATIONS NEW Yo R K OIVISIOU • 

TELE~~C~~Pf6-;}175 CABLE ADDRESS : COUNJEW • N.-Y. 

FLORA R. ROTHENBERG 
Executive Director 

Honorable Cordell Hull 
Secretary of State t 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Secretary Hull: 

Janu+ a,9j':.ils1'AEIH Of STAh 
i~ -
: ~~AN 2 91944 I - , 

l UllJISIOW Of i 

I !J~~(Afl(1 1j ii~>{\ ["1'<1 fl'iif1,;--H -fh .. \;LfH,lt!1HJ.r.•·r __ .- r,• 

------------·-- --· -------------

FEB 14W4.4' 
.Depe.rnnont at Stat.a ·---.-

.-.~, 

'] 
, ·',··-i; 
·-.:·i 

_-. :r 

With sincere respect and 11 vely confidence in your power to carry out the difficuit ·· _ 
task assigned to you, the National Council of Jewish Women wishes to congratulate yoil 
on yo_ur appointment by President Roosevelt to the War Refugee Board., recently est8b..; 
lished by his Executive Order. Our profound anxiety for the fate of the Jews and 
other persecuted minorities of Europe makes all the more intense our relief at this 
aotion of the President and all the greater our gratitude to you and the other members 
of the Board. 

-.;,.,.r --·-i 

).s _a national organization concerned for more than forty years with immigrant aid and 
service to the foreign born, and as the oldest organized group of Jewish women in this 
country, the Council is profoundly aware of the necessity for immediate aotion, if the 
victims .of Nazi persecution are to be saved from annihilation. Also, the Council 
earnestly desires to give to our Government what support and help it can in the progi.ain 
of refugee rescue and resettlement. -.-

,.., 

Our long established Service to the Foreign Born is well organlzed and trained, with ·1_ 

representatives in 215 Sections throughout _the country._ The National office maintains 
a staff of professional workers, equipped with technical knowledge, who have worked for 
many years with various governmental departments in meeting immigrants, in making at­
fidavi ts, and in other problems of 1mnigration. Council ·sections, especially fo areas 
of lai•ge foreign born population, have highly effective programs in na.tural:l.!llati9n and 
Americanization. ·· · -

The location of the .American relatives of refugees and the'reunitfng-of_war separated 
families is one of our important services. The National Council of Jewish Woriien has-•'-
the great advantage of having members in remote villages, as_ well ·as in the large -cities; 
in all parts of the country. 

SEVENTEENTH_ TRIENNIAL CONVENTION-CJ:IICAGO,_. ILL.-NO:VEMBE~, 1943'_ 
Mes. M.o.uRii:E L. GoLDMAN, Preside11t 

Sait Francisco, Calif. 
Mas. Josr.Pn M. WELT, First Vice-President 

Detroit, Mich. · . 
Fo1111der 

MRs.-]AcoB LoEs_LANGSDORF, Treasurer : -
. Philadelphia,- Penna. . - _-_- - · 

Mas,_ EOOA!< MENoERso.i, Recordinu Secreiiiry_ 
_-- -•. Cincinnati, Ohio -- _ : _ _ _ · 

:-\".-

MRs. OsCAB S. MARX, Second Vice-President 
Mount Carmel, Ill. 

Mas. HANNAH G. SOLOMON -
(185S.01942) Mrss Ari.It& Sro~' Financial Secretary 

- - -- Philadelphili; Penna. ·-• _ _ --_ -- - _ _ . : , 

; . Mes: J{RJ~ii~i'&:~~r~ir111D1•;1!xetUJi"' ~~1'.< ;'" MRs. BENJAMQ< SPITZEB, Third Vice-President 
Brooklyn. N. Y. _ 

·-. ·,;-·:...----·. 
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Honorable Cordell Hull (2) 

In common with other organizations seriously concerned with this most 
tragic problem, the Council is hopeful that immediate assistan.ce will be 
given the doomed minorities of Eu.rope, now that our President has established .. 
a War Refugee Board and appointed as its directors men of high distinction and' 
exceptional ability. We trust you may be wholly successful in fulfilling the 
purposes of the Board, thus bringing honor to our country .as a naticin and ae" a:n· 
international power. 

Cordially yours, 

~.~ 
National Pre!~!':~t~ 

MGW:FKM 


