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Dear Mr. Beck! : 7 1‘

I have your letter of July 5, 1944,
enclosing a copy of "Post Way Immigration to the
United States”,

I have rsad the report with interast
ani appreclate very much your kindness in sending
it to me.

Very truly yours,

(Blgmed) 3. W. Pehle

J. W, Pehle
Executive Dirsctor

Mr, Joseph ¥, Beclk,

Executive Dirsctor, e :
Fational Refugee Service, Ino., i
139 Centre Street, - . ) i
New York 13, New York. :
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A DECADE O#.REFUGEE AID “IN AICiERVICA'

Cables: NACOMREE, New Yark -

NIRS
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¢ T
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC, ’/ AU
139 CENTRE STREET ‘

NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

July 5, 1944

Mr. John w. Pehle
War Refugee Board
fiashington, D, C,

Dear hr. Pehle:

You will recall you indicated interest regarding
information on immigration figures that we might have. I
am enclosing herewith a copy of a study made by a member
of our staff. It is in a tentative form and will later be
revised for wider use. The title of the study is mislead-
ing. It is really a study of immigration to the United
States and the areas from which the immigrants have come.

We will be glad to have you or your staff use
this material but since it needs revision, we would prefer
that its use be confined to your own organization,

Cordially,

L2 R

E, Back

War Relicf Control Board Reg. No. 570
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Pant, Present and Future Counsiderationn
with speoial reforsnce %o
Jowdph refugess.

Propared by Iaux;h A, Berger

for the National Refugee Service, Iuc, ~

laven 21, 1944,
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In view of the widespreed intorest in the plight of the miliions

of huzan beings who havo baen deprived of the olemental rights of
1ifs by the Haplis since 1933, this memorsndua attewpts to cet forth .
some of the baaic fsotors for consideration by the Aserican psople
in rogard to the future lmmigraticn policy of the Unlted Stales,

Conglderation is given primeipslly to thoss wnfortunstez eomBouly
desoribed ae ‘refugees!, UGinee the Jeeish penzlo hae beon singled
out by Bltler to snffer far greator Jdisorimination then any other
qrovp, epeeisl emyhesic 1 lald om the particulse problems relsting
to Jueish rofugess.

Begaure of the lrok of authoritstive otatistics touching upon many
phases of the situstion, 4% will bs obzerved that meny of the figures
quoted are bused un estimatsns, but these are belleved to confora ae
neariy as possible to the fsots. i

For the sake of convenience and in order to ebtain & chronologliosl
perspective, the nstordsl heorein subnitted ip srranged ea followsi~

Pogo 2 seasecae Reflootions on the Puﬂz.
|

A esevesee Furt 18 a mmsn‘l

® 7 eeevesee Prommb locstion of Jowlsh rofugees outside the
United Gtatas.

® B sesssees United Jtuteo Immigration Foligy,

P G csereene Blatrivution of rafngco& in the United Sc&“s.

® 10 sevesesr ITuble I, leajgrants to U.B. by Countrien of Birth,
Jul:/ )-. 1933 d 3ane 30’ '1‘743.

® 31 .eeceves Table 1l. ﬂdgiat&!’&d allens in the United Etstes
Degeabar 33, 1940, * :

¥ 12 ceseesses Tohle IXI, Gerzen and Auetrisn Jeuc.

® 14 eeessess Table IV, Jewish Refupgsee in Allied vnd ﬂ“tl‘&l

Comntries, und in Bhanghali.
* 15 L.eesess Table V, Jewe still 2iving in Uerasn-controlled
Burope S .
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476,930
296,494,
165,756
¥ 155,424

1 1 4

brew immigrents

He
- Lumigrants aaaittea - adnitted

- Lasigrents aamitted - refugees - He:g::t?:ﬁiér?::‘igees

During the poricd of tan years fros July 1, 1933 tivough Sime 30, 1943,
tv&,m grants vere aduittod to the United Blates, of whom 165,756
344755) devlared themselves 00 be of the Hebrow reee, (Fable X)o

0f the total number of imnigrants, (476,930), 296,494 (62.17%) were bora
in Zropesn comatries of refugoe emlgrailon, (Tadle I).

Of the Hebrew imaigrente, (165,756), 155,424 (93.773) were borm in
Buropesn covntriss of vofugee smlgradion. (Tabla 1),

Of the total nurher of refugee Amaigrants, (296,494), 355,424 (%2.478)
deglared thumsolves Lo ve of the Habrew race., {(Table I).

The ozpression "immigraato® includen both quots und nobequote Lesigrants,
the latter comprising husbands, vives and children of U,d. citizens) sud
uindatera sud professors end their wivoo end unmarvied children,

All the above figures relate to. fuaigrants snd do not inelude porsons
adaitted $o the United Stetes for temporary visits, At the pressnt time
it is uaderstond that there are some 35,000 aliene in the United States,

] ' - exeluding diplomatic xad ailitary personncl, who are in posveseics of
tazporary or translt vieas, Thie figure includes persens of all nationaliw
tier and races from all countrion in ths world, oxeeph native born citisens
of Cauade and Muxios, ) |

Acoording to the igires supplied by the Jewish Statisticsd Buresu,-thers

who have gome 40 the United Stetes duripg the lmot ton years represmé .
> ooly 3.26% of the Jawieh populetion. :

Table LX of ths Bbatistical Teblea shows thad, acserding to the Alden
Hagintretion Diviston of the Iemigration end Heturaliuation Service, United
States Department of Justice, thore were 2,847,994 regictered aliens in tiw
United Btates on Docember 31, 1640 whop had been borm in the countrien of
Furopean refugee emigration. Tmus $he refugees who have cone to the Uaitad
Stutes as lualgrante durdnsg the laut Sen yeara vepresent obly 10.41% of the
total resident slien populstion from these sane golintrien,

KPRy

were 4,770,647 Jevs in the United States in 1937, Tiuw the Jowsh refugess




Aveording te the ismizratics laws of the Usited States quots visas eculd .
have been iasued %o 606,400 persens born in the countries of Eurepess .
refuges salgration during the last ten years. ¥Ihe sctusl iamigration
during this period of all perscns born in thess souatries sucinted te
lema than half this mumber, nsasly 296,49%: ' :
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BEAL 14 A SEFUGRER

It is diffioult encugh, in terms of any given uonent, to define tlie tern
Yrofuges!, Viswed historically or stetisticelly over the poriod of the
lact ten yours aince the rice to power of Hitler, this 4Afficulty. &4
aultiplied a2 thousendfold, :

Leaving out of sscount altogether the willions whe have fled from thely
homos bogeune of ths physicel rawveges of war, famine, floods eud pastilence,
even the narrgeest interprotation of s "refugest Lo apt to be werboze,

A refuges may bo defined as eitheri~

(1) & person vwiw flod or who vas coapolled to dapart fyom the countiry
of his citleenship, porsmnont residence or birth by vesson of
sotual or sntieipsted religlous, politlesl, raclal or cconomie
persscutlion, or '

(2) & person who, being abasnt from ths country of his citizenship,
pormanent resldence or birth, is unable to reburn there wishout
subjeeting himuelf %o persscution,

The definition of a refugee doss mot, therefore, inolude a persen who,
finding himself away I'rom tho couniry of his citivenship, permanent residence
or birth, ip unable to return Shero solely bavsuse of lack of transpertation
factlities., For sxumplese An Iriohnen dn the United States who would like
So return to Fire, end who finds himself unoble %o do so beeause of inadillity
to deoure trancportation, would not be counted &5 & refuges,

Yoomuce of the small musbor of refugees edmitted to the United States from

non-iuropaun eowntries, thoe fuots and ostimates in this study will be con~
fined to luropean refugeea,

Even with bhese limitstions it is Impossidle to relate refugee movements to
- 8By epoolfic period sithout first rerlising the smevy impondarables which hsve
te be eonsidered f{m srriving at sny pubstentive conelusions,

Apart from ond in addition to the tragle fate of the Jows and sotive sntie
Bugle and of oll people in countries over-run by Germsny sioes 1939, it sy
be eoll to reflect for s moment upon some of the Yindldents! of the past
Avosde which huve aleo brought in thelr weke a succession of -waves of .
“‘rofugeen'y As late se 1933 there still wandered nround Europa, honeless -
and statelsss, hundreds of thousendn of refugees from Baonia, who, for one
rassob oF apnobher, weore uneble or unwilling to retuen there, and who rapre~
oented o longetera lageoy {rom the days of the Russien revolution, The
Spandoh eivil sar of 1936/38 oreutsd sn additionel clseo of thoussnds of
refuzess, not sll of vhom by any means ware Spanish, and the sajority of whom
were condeutiod to a prison-like sxistence In tha in uont ¢amps of southarn
Frange. The sceupation of Austris, the Sudetenlend, Albunis, Bohendawdoravis,
snd Homel, - all of thea 'lnoidenta’ in & world &b peate,- such ndded new
groups %o the legloss of the wandering,




Horeovor, iu cossidering whother or not immigrants to the United dtatap
during the last ten yonre from eny aspacific gowntry should or showid nob
be gounted as refugess, it aeems desirsble to take the brosdest visw of
the luplicstiens of Zuropesn politiosl events upon the ilives of pavsensg
sffseted by then, £or_sxpmples~ It might at firvst bs thought that,
suigeants from Ituly should be regarded as rafugeen coly Af thoy left ltaly
sftor June 19, 1940, the dnte upen which Itsly declared war on Frence end
Great Britein. Viewsd reslistionlly, however, it i well known that a
very lsrge nusher of persous who gudsrated from Italy durlng the several yeurn
prior to this tdme should Be counted ns refugeos, Soae of them fled ap poli~
ticnl refugees from the Mugeolimi rogine; some of bihen voluntarily oxiled
thenpelvos becausnn they diuvegreed with the Italo~Zthiopisn var ia 1934, or
uith Italian Intepvention on the side of the Fronco forces in the psnieh Clvil
*ar of 1936/1938) many of those who ceme from the forzer Austels Tyrol fled
as refugees in order to uvoid the exchutiges of population whioh had besn ajraed
Wpan, prior to the var, botween Hitler snd Busaolind, and which would huve ra=
subved bhem to move Lnte the Holohy finally, sinee the pole of Italy s &
purtasr in the Axls wan forecsst by o large number of I[tslisna long hefore

tho present war, undoubtedly a number of Itnlisns Tled their native coun
before 1940 in order to aveid the whtuation wideh they felt was {novitable and
whioh oventually materialised in fzets Thus undoubtedly a lurge but undoter-
zineble nusbor of Itellan lssigrents to the United Atates, oven during the
yoars before 1940, should e regarded as rofugwes,

Taking all faotors into scoount, thersfors, it would cesm that she cleasst
agproximation te Lhe truth is to ingiude as rofugees all gersons sho ismtgvated
Yo the United dtstes, cince July 1y 1933, from the counteles whleh today ave
iagluded as countries of Huropesn refugee emigration,

S0 nuch hae already been written «buut the barbarous fats of the Jews of

urope thet there in Little to sdd ox the subject, exvept to rapest thot

vvary Jew in liltler torritory lé, =nd hag been singe 1933, cundezned to :
axtorainetion, snd L4 is litile shopt of a wirunole that any of then garvive to
thig d&y- - ) )

Unfortunately, when ws come to defins the expression 'Jew' wa again find oupe
selves in serieue difffculty, fiitlerts definitien includes theusands whe
bhenaolves deny any Jeslsh sffiliatione whatever exeopd partlal or renate
Jenieh wncustrye The Jewioh paople Lteelf Le divided on the izeuot= thers
arn Jows by roliglon, Javs by bireis, Jews by rooimd recognition, and Jewn

it teras of nationsl sgdrations, The offielel attitude of the govermment.
of the United States, at lesst in taraw of the Dapartments of dtste and
Justice, doss not attenpt Lo gwparate Jusiah imnlgrants frox popYowish
impigranto. The atatictios published by the Doparinent of Justics, howaver,
have untdl) vecently claseified ss Hobrow Lamigeants thase porsong who deolarcd
thamselven to be of the Hebrew race, Indaed, the only inforsation from .
which Flgures ¢ap bs cosplled of Jeatsh lumigration to $ho United States is

“
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that based upsn the doglarations of the Lmsigrants that they sre of the
Hebrew maeos  An goneldoring thls faad, 4t wiid 3e roallsed; on the ane
hand, thab not nll Jewish Assigrents wlil bave deolaved thamselvae to be

of the Hobrow rage; on the other Band, some imsigrants #ho sre no% prafepn-
iy Jovs wil)l haws doelurad themselves to be of ths Hubrow rage, sithor bew .
cause undar the Barsulury lses they wore considevad to be Jews by ths Nasis
by rensan of remode Jawlah sneestey, op bossuas, saradexionily enough, they
may have found 1t easler to securs pormisaten to depurt from Hitlap-sontyrolled
terpitory A8 they declured thomeelvan &5 be of the Hobrow PG,

dinoo dotober 1943, the Dovavrtment, of Justion na longer 4neludan the s
prosston Meliraw? sa 1 sark af reainl datdnation, and 14 would asem Sherofors )
thet anlens and until soue adeocunte mpabinery is sob up fopr the parpoage, it
Wil be impossibls, s Lrou Novembor 1943, &0 nepavute Jowtsh or Hebrew innie
grants fros nob~Jowish or non-Habrow inaigrants. ¥or the sament, thersfors,

®e shall havs %0 he content $a dafine o Jewish rafuges as a rofuges who de.
clares hiveelf to be » Jaw. Moreover, we shall huve no otatiaties of thene
people unlesy s Jowish refugos wecoxds nimnelf &5 sush to e at other of the
noolal agencies whioh anslste imaigrants and which forvards ita recovded .
statistlas %o a gemiral body sot up for Lhat purposo. . _ |

Finslly, in conuldering problems of iazigration to the Unlted Stntea, snd
sgpeaially In considering figurss relating to Jewish refugeos, it sust bo pew
seubored that the official statistico tako zccount of two daportant sdditional
facts, First, acoount is tsken of the counsry (post Vereedliez and Trianom
treatios) in shich the immigrant was bomn, Lecond, account L taken of the
country (post Versallles and Trisnen tresties) im shlch ths funipgeent deot rée-
elded for one yoav oy sgre. The follosing exanplos will show how unrea)l the
application of oither of theee facts may be in relztion to any eatinates for
the futures- (1) & pirson, born in Harsaw, who Lived for £ifty yoars in Berlin,

#Bd then, after & 'refuges' atay of two years in ¥ranoe, fawigrated o the

United States, is recerded asu baving Folend ze bis dounkry of birsh, (ulthough

Haraak ses in Hupsla when he wax borm) sud as having France sp bis aed porees

‘nent plase of vesldenca. (2) A pereon bers in Trieste, who pines hin infeney

Lived for forty yeara in Brussols, eud them, after s frafugeo? atay of two yesre

in londen, insigrated to the United Btetee, iz regorded xs havisg Italy ss his

oountry of birth (slthough Trieste wes in Austris ¥hem be wae bogn} and a8 ,

having ¥nglend as bis last peruwanent pluce of residende, - . S e

[




Teble IV and V of the Jtatiatical Tubles ghor that at the preseny tise
there ave telleved to e 3,197,000 Jows of refuzes stubis outside the , T
Upited States ond Palestine (360,000 in Allied and Neubwel covutries snd : C
ia Bhenghal, and 2,897,000 in Geraun-controiled Rurops), - wufficlent, if S
thoy nll dezired and were sble %0 come to the Unlted Otates, to fAll ibe - =
quotas for a very long %ime in the futurs,  Even the Curman and Austelin : o j
Joup, about whoze fete the worst fears have Yeen expreasad, nusbey ot SO
Leant 142,000 (129,000 in Aliied and Beutral Countrion and in Suanghsl, , P
and 13,000 in Germuny and Austrin), in addition to sn unknomn ranber atild - o ;
exisbing in the deportaticn cespe in Polsnd, -~ a figurs 1tself suffiefent . ) o
to fi11 tho quotas for these coumtries for the next five yeavs, |

It 12 impomaible to forwcast how nuny of thene Jowlsh refugees would want

to sesk aduittance to the United Btetos or how many ol thez would be shbie.

to sagure the neeaspery affidevite or other dosumentation whiebh would

cnable thea to obtuim viess for such sdnittance, Xt i3 rasscasble to
suppose, howsysr, that s large ssjovkty of thew will for & nusber of years
ufter the war bo umable to find zeomomic, religlous or vaeis) freedoa 4n
the sounteler whora $hay sre af present, sven if nn optiststie view be

Laken of the voconatruotion peried to eome. Albtough the subject of future
fmalgrotion is under diseussion ln noversl countrles, imecludiug Crnada,
Austrelln, Hew Zealand and obhers, pe definitive poliey hap yet bees lsid
doen 6 eny of them, Of all the countrles in the world, enly Ghiss, Pslestite
and the United dtutee heve developed policles which poenit Wik lesigration,
For rentna outside the seope of this somorandum, it sesms extrensly doubtivl
whether any apprecisble number of Jewlah refugees mould plsn to rake thoiy
homep in Obina., The futurs Amaigration policy of Palestime is uncertaldn sad
unpredictable. Thus the United States stands out us one of the prinocipsl,
places of future porasnent opportunity. for a substanbiel nusbor of these
Jewlah rafugess, snd tho lurge Jewleh population of he United Stntes hasg
desonstrated tims and time agaln its deedro to hwlp ns seny &5 possible

of the refugees t0 find thelr pew hosee kn Sho Ueliad Sictes,

Of course, the above statenents zre sade not wandndfully of the faet that

future refugee and nov-rvefugee lmeigrents te the Uniied Htates will hewdly
bo nads up sxglusively of Jows. At lemst, however; 4% s ulear thet there e
1o ne basle to sny suggestion that thore sve ot snough Jewmigh rafugess stiil L e R T T
ilving to form & slazesble pool fopr futuve Imuigpration to the United Htaten. .




bean prodlcated upon the traditionsl role of Aze
ing ssplue t0 the porsecuted and hemsions, Ba
of nusshiterlsnlam, the practics of thip policy
hae ensbled upearde of thlrty piliion lweig
to find nov sconoculs snd sultural paportusities
frae of reetsl, rellglous or politieni perseenti

Un gountless eossaiens, tag,
bonaldt to the eganomic and zuoiel 1ife of the
Rew skille, new laborers $m all salks of
#eveloptent of the arts snd selenges of the old
tangikle benefits,

Theys reusons are sz cogent toduy ag ever before-in

aore oo, in that todsy we are engezed in « 1ife

tala our traditional etandards of gulture aud 80

Fros tho point of viee of ths refuge
tekon inde secount,
Univsd States during
mombare of his immediate family, Hushends,
saparated, ot wevely by 3,000 miles of occean
separaten thowe living in {reedoa frem those
peresontion, The losat 4het avery
separated ones ths ohsnce of 2 rewm

The applloabion
granting of wuotn visag on the
For the purpozes of this sezer
&8 thoy are ab prozest, at leasst

Is the procedurss of the Btute Bapartsmms,
United Ztates govornmend rasponslale for ¢
for viang in behelf of immigreats bows in
the British Usuaonweslth and the Wentern

The tumigration policy of the United States dusis

of tho Usited Jtates Imsigretion lewe
bagle af the obtlaie origin of the imad
andug 1% 1 assuned
for tho time bsing,

g the pust century huw
riesh demonrasy in offers
sed on bhe highesot ceudepby
aurlng the lant 106 yeaps.

vents t0 build up new lives sud

in

a8 atsoaphers relatively
Ofie ’

this policy bes veen showm to heve bash of
people of the Untted States,
iife, and the preservetion and

world huve bean witng these

our history) perhaps
sud dosth otruggle o moine )
BLO5T e ' !

sty an edditiconel faetor nesds to bg
Fraotlioslly every rofugse who hny insigrated to the
the last docade hae perforgs
edves, children sud perents sre
» Bub by the greatoer gulf which
axtating in nlsery, wont and
Ansrionn will want 1o to offer to these
4ot 4o @ l=nd of froedon,

suffored goparntion fron

calle for the permisnive
igrenta,
Hut the quotas will renain

which 45 the dopartment of the

he" Lasuatics of vipas, applications
all eountries of the world,
Hemlaphore, must be submitted to the

axeoph

State Depurtment st Yeshington Lor sdvigory approvel bufore the Lsatgrent asn

blnself apply 4o the United Stutes Usnhaul
W be lssied. This procadurs, inplemanted e o
neporgsrily Iravzht with sensldeesbls deleys,

Berreat hic howe for the motusl vies

: *"“’”"{ﬁ-t: -

war ssasure in July 1941, i




It L4 estimnted thut syproximutely 585 of the refugess who hsve
arvived in the United Gtstws duvisg the leat ten years bave

settled in Nou York City, while 455 have made thelr hoxes Ln other
soppanitios, ‘

Ailowing for the Inct thot pearly all the refugess srrlved in Bow
York City as their port of sntry to the United Stuten, the Propote
tion of refugess settled outedde Bew York Oity is iteedf a remarke
able soldevesenty novertueless, it asy be felt thad grester efw
forts ehould be sxdo in the future to sottle ak oven larger Propore

tion of immigrents sway frem Wev York City. Tiwse offorts mey well

taiio the fura, pertly of sove intensive pre-lumigration orfamtation
for the sowgouers in thedr couniries of enigration, end rartly of
zore intenalve interpretstion to the rofugoss on thelr srrival, as
Se ths upportwnities sud desirability of their settliag L cousunie
ties other than Bew York City,

The suecess of wuoh a progrum, snd eves the degvee to which it cer
bo attespied, depends prineipslly upon the willingness of epssubie
tles outalde How York City to develop plens for the integredion of
nowcosers iu their locslities, The machivery for logal sottlemsnt
elrsedy axiots in the bundreds of refuges cousitiees seh up throvghe
out tha United Stotes dardng the past five yoars Dy the Hationsl
Refugee Corvice, That is wow resuived iz & enpeful atudy by theas
consunitios of the implications ef-thin memsrendun and se indlestion
from thew su to thelr wililoghese snd ability to intemedfy in the
futurs thelr sueasagful sork of the prat.e
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IABLE L

Imaigrants to U.5. by Gountries of Biyth (1)
uly 1, 1935 - June 30, 1943

L o MRS T A NN

Zelogted Countries Buzber  Fergemb
Bolgium - 1.30-‘ x.é”l 095
Balgarie 100 A0 B «13
Csechoslovakis 2,874 7,052 4484
bunelg, Free City of 100 314 23
Dennark 1,181 133 04
Eatonin 116 - BA
France 3,086 2,095 1435
Gormany (ine. Austria) 7,30 97,33) C2.860 138,516
dreegs 307 1y 08 6,34
Sungory 8¢n 4,117 23
Lobvia 236 930 «6C
Luxenburg 100 206 o13
Hotherlands 3,453 15489 96
Horuway 24377 i 0%
Polsad 6,524 27,741 17.84
Rumanfs 7 2,719 178
Boviet Russis 2,72 6,343 4008
Spain %2 39 «03
Yugoslavia 849 433 029
'i'aﬁal @'w -~ 155}42‘ - 196.93 395;4?4 }.00.00
- $Ak Sountrpisp
Totul fros all countries J53.774 165,756 (4) 426,930 {4)
E = Estiﬁﬁm. - - i . et - 1.’§ ’:—' -
B4 - not avallsble, : . o T TR
(1) The termn Yfusigrente® ineludee quota lsaigrantaj bitghands, - whver and "

(2)

(3)

(4)

childran of U.8. citisensy and minbsiers sns profeasuors and thelr wiyves

snd unmarpied childres, . . :
The countrios selueted are thoss which buve goné upder the gantrol of Germany
sinoe 1933, Slnce the U.5.2,2. dose not nernslly psrnlt eaigration or imite
gration, lsmlzrents bovn in Soviet Russls hsve beon included in the table on
the sspunption Uhat they game from countries other then H,8,%.8. and it they
are unable to return to the osuntry of their birth. Spain is eleo ‘Ingluded in
the tshls bsonume, slthough nob umder the control of Gurmany, mopt of its
snlgrants huve haen refugcss, . . ) )

The Tigures'of total immigrants are teken fronm dhe offiolal velessos of the
Depnrtuont of Justics, Immigretion spd Baturallsstion Sdpviva, Jor ths ten
year period Jusy. i, i933 through June 30, 1943. e T

These figures inc.iude natives of non-yuota countries. £




-1l

Roglatered Alfens in the Unlted Stetes : o
Degesber 31, 1940 (1) : o o

Countrisa of Birth - felected Refuges Gountries

Bolgiua 15,786
Caoohunlovakis 72,668
Denuark 29,742
Finland 50,326
France 32,33, .
GQorsany (lne. Sustefs) 600,219
dreoce 82,398
Haugary - 116,636
italy 695 8363
Latvia 7,054,
Lithaania 86,835
Hathorlands 32,419
Ryraay o7,818
folandg 4424553
Rusania - 32,164
toviet fmuels 366,842
Spatn 39,670
Yuposlavia T B5.904

Other Zarope (imciuding
Bulgeria, Dunsig, o
Batonia, Luzesburg,etq, 19,623

Total 2154‘7;%5‘ . , . -
— ) - el V"j""’?';‘,:;ﬁ:-v: = B

The totsal nusber of g}y Heglatered Ailens
BRE NesEIINRIEINNESRIIRLIICIASA S A,Qﬂ,léz -

(1} Depasrtment of Justios, Imnigration and Haturaiization
Burvica, ’




Countrivs of Birth of Jews cammoply denceibed ad eriginating from, end heving
thelr pormasent places of residence in, Gersupy =nd Ausbyds, .

. - :_ Bipt) 7@ 1; i

Hunber Porgent
hustria 3,237 ]
Grechosiovakis 3p882 8
France 114637 243
Gernany 3720439  Thed
Hungary 24798 ]
L otvle 1,z «3
Lithusnie X440 3
Hothorlende 1,099 o2
Poland 82,072 ibed
Rumanda 3,238 o6
Spelat Ruasdn AT &
Yugoslnvia
Othsr Countilan 59455 ied
Tatol 32,682 10040

(1) Ude Glaubsusjuden Ia Deubechen Balch
dtetlstdk des boutechen Helchs - Bond 451, Hoft
Un dune 16, 1933, of 499,082 profeveing Jews in
in Germsoy. & further 73,693 were born sz followes~

80,985
16,575

22,100

06,300
2,762

2,210
352

ey .

aPighlh

Polung, 47,159 Zoviet Russle 4,742
fuatrda 3,337 - flumenis 3,138
Letvia 1,266 Lithuents 1420

bovn se followzim

T5%  ~ 34,913 in Poland

ehrdng

Other kipown countriss 5,435 o
Tue remsinder, 46,550 wevre bora in foraer Gorean berpitordes lost by the
Troaty of Verassllles, snd ses agtizmated %o hevo been Yorn as follduate '
258 ~ 12,637, in Frases, ' - T T

(#) Dle Judem Siemsi Hlns Stadtistlsche Studls = 8. Iowlt, Uien, 1927
In 1925, there weve 201,513 Jsus in fustrig.
born in Austria (79,260 b Vieaas, 7,967 in other parts of Zustria),

- The rounindor, 116,286, were born outelde sustpin. 8, Dppenhelis, former

lsader of the Matrien Jowleh Community, ssilantes $his number to have been

Gadonosiovakin, 158; iungsry, 208} Polend, 6UF; Humenis, Z,5%3
Tugoalavis, 253 Other Countrien, S8, ‘

The aove table is compiled by relsting these Tigures to tho 1934 Augtrisn
Csusag, guoted by the sserlosn Jewish Year Book us containing 19,482 Jeva,
Inforaation supplled by the. Jewlsh Llbravy of Infersetion, Bow fovi,

Gesohoslovakic 3,882
Hungery 24795
Hethorlands 1,099

0F this pusber 85,237 webe

42:3 BL,222 12,2
8,7 20,487 340
13,627 147

3724439 3449

L2 249395 ED
1,266 o2

%420 o2

1,099 o2

3447 148,372 4led
1 ofy 5 ,933 l?
4y Th2 o

Led 7,210 o3
5 6,007 9
1030 691,166 1000

%y page 14 « Horlin 1936
Goraany, 379,439 =erc born

o



Zoble 11X Coue'd)

In 1933 there vere 382,676 Jews in Gormany who had baen bom elther
in Gorsany or iastrisz,

In 1934 there were 80,935 Jews in Auntils who had boon bors in Austris.

In all, therefore, thara wora 463,60 netive born Jews in Uermeny
and Anetris,

Of thiaz number 97,321 heve imaigrsted to tho United States, and it
iz ostimated thut 34,465 have lmmigrated to Pelestins., ()

Thers remain, thevelore, 330,675 metive bora Germsn sad Austrisn
Jows whose fate needs te be determined.

Table IV ostisates thet 129,000 of then are new in illled or neutpal
countries or in Bhanghai,

Table V eatluzctes thet 13,000 of them are ctill living in Gurasng or
santris, .

The balanue of 188,875 must be presusnsd dead or in daporistion cemps
in Poland,.

e T
(1) sceording so the PFalsshbine gmemaenﬁ Szeyarﬁaant of Bigration, .
Ji,818 matdva born UQermen snd sugtrisn Jews dmaigrated fo Palestine

during the pariod 19351941,

hogording o the H.S5, Dapartuent of Justice, Iuszigvation and
Beturalization Sarvice, 30,056 native basp Germss and Sustrian Jews
immigratod to the United States during the period 1935-1941, The
figures for Paleptins hxve Do &diustud in this eatimute 20 ze to
bear & iike relution %o fthe 97,371 native born dersen end Austeisn
Jows sho imaigrated %0 the Bni.ud Hutes am«:gg %ha peﬂ.aﬁ from
July 1, 1933 through June 30, 1943,




Tae figures guotud below sre catimates supplied by the Azmvrican
Jorizh Joint Blstribution Committze as of Februswyy 13, 19444~

Grast Britein
Cannda

Latin Ameriea
Swaden
Switserland
Spein
Portugal
liorth Afrioe
Shanghal

To which ashould be added zn unknown
ouaber in Turkey, Irum, Kire,
avstralia, fHewx lesland, Jouth &frica
und other places of tesporary rofugej
probably not less then

Totad

On the besis of comploted immigration to the United States and
Pelestive for the yesrs 1935-1941, thie figure of 300,000 nay
be setimated to have originated s followas - * (1)

Barn in Gepmany {(ihe. dustria)
Born in Poland

Born in Rusanie

Born in Grechosleovakis

Born in Boviet Bussefia

Barn in Other Counthrles

7,000
125,000
10,000
21,000
6,000
600
30,000
20,600

19,600

ek

300,000

438
o




Bulyaris ) 50,000
{geghoslovukia 185,000
Finland 1,800
France K£95,000
Gerasny 5,000
Augtris 8’600
Greece 45800
Bungery ' 4030000
Italy . 47,000
Latvia 15,000
Lithuanda 30,000
Laxenburg 200
Reotherlands : 40,000
Poiand 1,400,000 (1)
fanania 430,000
Yugonlavia 20,000
P
Total V 3,@7 .9’39

(1) This figere includes ?05,00@ of the surviving deportees
from Central and esterm Surops, end pressably lncludes
et lossh soms frow Oermeny and iustrin. :

The above figures are tsken from Teble k (page 303) of Hitler's
Yen Ysar Bar On the Jews - Inatitute of Jowksh Affaire of the -
Aseriesn Jewish Coengrens, They relote té September 1943 snd sve e e
gusted sp publinbed sxgept for authoritative revisionz, Huesultes . B P
ing, mo doubt, Yrom cereful ressuvch, they sre belloved to .

vepragent one of the least optialstic viewpoints.



Dear Mr. Beok:

As you may know, the War Refugee Board will be
diszolved on September 15th. Because of your deep
interest in the work of the Board, I am sending you
herewith for your confidential informetion a copy
of the summary report of 1ts activities.

It was only through the cooperation of the
private agencles that it was possible for the Board
to bring eome measure of relief and hope to the
suffering victins of Nazli oppression. I wish, there=-
fore, to take this opportunity to thank you on behalf
of the Board for the support and assistance rendered

by your organization to this unique humanitarian
undertaking.

Bincerely yours,

Sipnsc; ¥F1111am0 Devar

William O'Dwyer
Executive Dirsctor

%

Mr. Joseph Beck, -

Natlonal Refugee Service, Inc.,
“139 Centre Strést,

New York, N. Y.

Enclosure.

LT -;J;ﬁ “




JUN 36 188

Dear Sirg:

For your information and that of other
interested persona, this ie to advise you that, 1n
view of the sariy termination of the %ar Refugee
Board, over-sll respongibility for the Emergency
Refumee Shelter at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Hew York,
has been tranaferred from the War Refugee Board to

the Department of the Interior.

Vory truly yours,

83 gaed) £2oraman Tnds]

Mlorence Hodel
Asslstant Kxeoutive Director

e
/

National Refupes Service, : , -
139 Centre 9treet, ‘
New York, New York.

£B1 mBTiAnp  6/26/45
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A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID IN AMERICA .

Cablos: NACOMREF, Netw

B MRS R B

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. L faile.,,
139 CENTRE STREET L N
NEW YORK 13, N. Y. '

March 5, 1945
svecial delivery

Mr. Benjamin fkzin
Var Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. sfkzin:

I shall be in %ashington on Wednesday and early Thurs-
dey morning and I hope you will have some time to see
me either late Wednesday or early Thursday morning. I
plan to call your secretary sometime on Vednesday to
arrange for a mutuslly convenient time.

Among the ouestions I would like tosdiscuss with you
are the developments on the I-133 broject; the status
of; "exchangees" who came on the Gripsholm, like the
Weiner children — Ruth Hanna, age 17, Eva Else, age 14,
and Miriam, age 11. -

Would you please give my regards to:Paul McCormick and
thank him for having sent us the list of 150 "exchangees"?

Sincezely yo > : o .
v ’ B .

Ann 8. Petluck, Director i
Migration Department '

EPVC oty B ot Aee e, 7. [ gl
lhad (). eaq, Aots lgh  Corae b ey, -

Dt A«u&w‘u e
A,

" War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570




: Bhye New York 3%;

MAR 1 1945

~ 'RELIEFUNITTO OPEX.
1TS OWN CAMPAIGN

National Refugee Service Will
Seek $1,444,330 for Exiles
in the United States

The National Refugee Service,

which has shared heretofore in
.funds raised by the United Jewish
! Appeal, announced yesterday that
+it was undertaking a separate
campaign to raise $1.444,330 for
'refugees in the United States.
i Meanwhile it was disclosed that
.new efforts to arbitrate differences
between the Joint Distribution
Committee and the United Pale-
stine Appeal, principal members of
the UJA, had broken down, and
that each group would continue
with plans for separate campaigns.
i The refugee organization’s plans
were announced by Edwin Rosen-
berg, first vice president, who said
1its carefully devised program of
.ald and adjustment has helped
sthousands of recent immigrants
! find gheir proper niche in Amer-
ican sfconomic and social life.

“Ajperica is now drawing its
jtangiple dividends from the ref-
iugeel who found haven here in the
!past"' Mr. Rosenberg said. “The
jrefugees who are in our country's
jmilitary services, the refugees who
are giving their lives side by side
jwith their American brothers—
ithese are the tangible products of
tour country’s granting asylum to
‘Lhe persecuted.”

! Local Agency to Continue

Mr. Rosenberg explained that the
National Refugee Service would
seck its finances from the United
Jewish Appeal of Greater New|
York, which will continue to fune-
tion as & purely local agency and
jfrom the various welfare funds
‘and local community campaigns
throughout the country.

of the National Council of the
United Palestine Appeal, released
a letter he had sent Sidney Hol-
lander, president of the Council of
Jewish Federations and Welfare
Fupds, terming the JDC's accept-
anle of a new arbitration proposal
ag |“tantamount to another rejec-
tiop of arbitration.”

dicating that the UPA consid-
ereed Palestine the para ig-
sue- in this year’s campaigns, Mr.

Rudolf G. Sonneborn, chairman]

the JDC that Palestine in 19451re-

der3tand the importance of Pa ps-
tine, even in the terms of pure sdv-
ing of life, to say nothing of the

cted an unyielding refusal to’ }n-

tine, which has given security to
over 300,000 refugees since 1933—
virtually as many as the rest of
the world combined.”

Differences Are Disclosed

An official of the Council of
Jewish Federations and Welfare
Funds disclosed for the first time
yesterday the nature of the finan-
cial differences between the Joint
Distribution Committee and the
United Palestine Appeal. It was
these differences, along with the
issue of h)w much emphasis was
to be givin Palestine, which Md

to the di:polution of the Unitfd
Jewish Agppeal. tf

proposed that the first $25,000,000
raised be divided 60 to 40 per cent,
in its favor. The UPA said the
60-40 division was acceptable for,
the first $10,000,000, but insisted
that the $25,000,000 should be al-
Io?:ted on a 58-42 basis.
compromise roposal t
$17,500,000 be dividgd It;n a Bg-lzo

main in a subordinate position tre-1’

dynamics of rehabilitation in Pales. :

The JDC, this official 8aid, hdd.

basis was subsequently acce ted
by the JDC, but rejec%,ed bypthe
UPA, it was learned, after which!
arrangements for the - individyal
campaigns were undertaken.

Under the individual campaign
arrangements, each of the principal
Jewish welfare organizations will
present separate requests to each
local welfare body, creating the
pogsibility of a dispute in each in-
stance. '

Whereas UPA concentrates its
eff_orts in behalf of Palestine, the
Hoint Distribution-, Committee jla
known to feel that the year 1§¥5
presents a number of ~probleips
throughoutjthe ravaged areas pf|
Europe an¢ advocates a progr:

that will 8olve as many of them as
possible. ) i

Sonneborn said: “The insistence by




November 28, 19uh

Dear Eph:

The material on the Camp Crowder situation
arrived this morning. I have discussed this with
Dave Niles, and he is reluctant to participate.

He reports that matters of this nature are generally
handled in a manner indicated by the War Department.
He did not seem at all surprised that the President
does not customarily write to individual units. I
an sorry that I could be of no assistance.

Enclosed-is a recent report released by the
Board. Although Joe Beck has a copy, it occurs to
me that you may be interested in having one also.

‘Cordially,
_Albert Abrahamson

L et 0
SR B,

-~

ool




FROM

-~

NATIONAL REFUGEE St../ICE. INC.
139 CENTRE STREET
NEw YORK CITY

November 27, 1944

EPHRAIM R. GOMBERG

Dear Jim:

~  The attached from my old friend Roman
Slobodin is self-explanatory. Your help
in obtaining a letter from the President
(as per the attached suggested draft) is
earnestly solicited.

It is a little out of my line to serve
as a channel for an official request of
this sort, but because I see its important
morale-building and public relations value,
I am passing it on to you without hesitation.
Needless to say you will have my personal
thanks as well as those of Camp Cpowder if
the President's greetings reach there in
time for the December 2nd occasion. This
would mean that it would have to be trans-
mitted by mail certainly by Tuesday or
Wednesday of this week.

Regards.

Sincergly,

/

EphTaim R. Gomberg

Mr. Albert Abrahamson
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building

Washington, D, ¢,




Hq Det, Tth Regt, ASFIC
Camp Crowder, Mo.
November 22, 1944

Mr2 Ephraim R, Gomberg
National Refugee Service
139 Centre Street

New Yorl 13, N.Y,

Dear Eph:

Since you're more or less accustomed to having the Army, Navy and Marines,
not to mention the State and Treaswry Departments ask you offhand to solve
their little problems, I trust you were abls to take in stride my phone
call rejuesting first aid for the Signal Corps.

%
!

If you can do anything about it, various generals and colonels, not to
mention one acting corporal, will be most grateful, and it will go down
in unpecorded history as another of thcss “achievements of NRS which for
obvious reasons cannot be generally publicized."

To repeat what I told you hurriedly on the phone, the scenario is this:
December 2 will be the thir¢ anniversary of the arrival of the first
troops at Dig Crowder, the largest Signal Corps training post in the -
world. This date has been selected as occasion for a bif morale~boosting
ceremeny and ertertainment in our Field House, to which everyone is )
invited, On November 17 I wrote Steve Early, asking for a message from
FDR. I sent him a draft, 'copy of which is enclosed. -

Today I phoned Early's office. In his absence from Washington, his ) :
assistant, Miss Myrtle Beenheim, tol me the matter had been referred to
another presidential secmetary, Hazlett (spelling uncertain), who now
handles such requests. Hazlett was also away, and his assistant, a
Miss Winegar, told me it would be taken up by him on his return after
the week-end. . .

&
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Now, we are anxious if possible to receive the letter in time for repro-
duction in our camp paper gppearing before the event, For this purpose . :
fliit would have to be here Wednesday. Furthermore, I'm a little apprehensive:
tilof the thing being stymied in Hazlett's office, becauss Miss Winegar -~ ' . .
fiiisaid it "isnt customary for the Prssident to write to individual-units," -
\Fhat, of course, is the old oil. There's no law against it, and this

ost is large and important enough to merit Presidential attention. '
Neverthatess, If we can't get anything else, one of those indirect

messages '"The President has told me to extend, . . .etec! ‘would be

better than nothing. ’

;
!

Of course, I skipped all kinds of "channels" in writing direct to the
White House in my own name, In doing so, I need hardly say, I had~the
unofficial encouragement and approval of The Brass, ' :

E ¢
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I think it's perfectly amazing how, for a- fellow so far away, I can:
manage to get in your RRir almost as much and as £mam frequently as
when I was right down the hall, I might as well be back there}

(In faet, possib¥ this could be arranged in the not too distant
future, unless you duck fast). : '

Now, I haven't said a word about the magnificent letter you wrote
on my behalf for 05S. I read it over a couple of times, trying to
recognize the sterling character whom you described and endowed with
my name, If I'M that good, I think I should apply for a General's
commission at once. .

Seriously, Eph, it was swell, and I'm deeply grateful to you once more.
Needless to say, it has gone off to Sgt, Friediger. Now we!ll see what

happens,

Life continues to be slightly hectic for me., I always seem to manage to
involve myself in things that require my staying up all night, At any
rates, I'm beginning to become known around here as a character who is
forever rushing from one place to another and in and out of offices.

I'm building up a reputation for being so busy that no one
dares trouble me about any mere routine office work, The trouble is
I am busy(at least part of the time,) Why can't I develop the faculty
of seeming to be terrifically at work when actually I'm taking life

easy? ®

My brother got back from the Pacific a couple of weeks ago, and proceeded
to marry a pre-overseas girl friend of his in Boston, I got a 3~day
pass, and by stretching it some, managed to get to NY for & few hours,
spending three days and four nights on the train am for the purpose.

It was worth while, however, to see the kid (he's a lieutenant jg now
with strings of "fruit salad" on his chest) and see that all is well

at home with Claire and the boys. Her great troubld is that she doesntt
get enough rest, I would have phoned you, but you can imagine that

Z in that hit-and-run visit I didn't have even ten seconds to spare,

It seemed to me that I walked out of Grand Central, turned sround and
walked backe ’

Well, I hope it won't be too long now. Kindest regards to everyone,

Cordially

: & Ot LA —
Cpl. Roman Slobodin
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Maje Gon. Walter E. Prosser
Oommanding General
Camp Orowder, Mo.

My daarx Genaral Proaserx
Lo ')

M ficent work of the Sigmal Corps in establishing the greatest
dations system mankind has ever known is playing a major part,
dayﬁ ; dby, in winning the wer. Knowing that this achievement ig in
a pubsténtiol measure due to the ability, courage, and devotion of
soldinﬂ ‘#4rained at Cemp Crowder, I take great pleasure in extending
to 'Fom; and through you to the mon and women of your command, heerty
good wishes on the camp's third amniversary.

The m!

To "get the message through" in the honorable Signal Corps tradition,
Camp Orowder has sent thousands of skilled fighting men to every part
of the world. Those of you now in training will join them in manning
our ever-expanding network of radio, telephone, and telegraph lincs
as they go forward with our advenoing armies. The mission that the
8ignal Corps performs is not only essential to our military operations
but oarries as well a messaege of hope for the liberation of the
oppressed and the eatabliahment of a lasbing peace for our Nation

and mankind. -

]

Sineerely yours,
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Mr. Albert Abrahamsén

) . War Refugee Board
o Treasury Bullding
. Washington, D. C.
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Teleptrony: CAnal 6-5000

OFFICERS AND

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Williom Rosenwald
Honorary President

Joseph P. Chamberlain

Chairman of the Board

Charles A. Riegelmon
President

Alexander §. Keller
Chais of E:

c

I. Edwin Goldwasser
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch
Gustave H. Kann
Daniel E, Koshland
David H. Sulzberger
Paul Felix Warburg
David M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf

Vica Presidents

Richard §. Goldman
Treasurer

Stanley M. lsaaes
Secrelary

Eugene L. Ach
Alexander E. Arnstein
Waiter H. Bleringer
Herman W. Block
Monroe Goldwater
Harry Greenstein
William Haber
Adolph Held
Joseph €. Hyman
Carlos L. Israsls
Mrs. Henry ittleson
Stanley J, Kann
Milton W. King
Theodore Levin
Mrs, David M. Levy
Clarence E. Pickett
Edwin Rosenberg
Wolfgang S, Schwabacher
Leon C. Sunstein
Louis S. Weiss
Jonah B. Wise
Executive Commitlee

Joseph E. Beck
Executive Direclor

NATIONAL  REFUGEE SERVICE, INC.

g

NIRS

139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

November 27, 1944

Mr. Laurence Lesser
War Refugee Board
Room 152

Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lesser:

I will be in ®a
the 30th and will sto
2:30 be all right?

shington on Thursday,
P in to see you. Will

I hope this ig a convenient time for

you.
Siﬁsgfely yours, .-
. %;£i¢~_? ,xa/f C;§%32%Q4<y42;__,
4nn 8. Petluck, Direcetor
Migratiqp Department
ASP:VG

air mail ¥

. A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID IN AMERICAs

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570




Telephone: CAnal 6-5000

/ NRS

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC.
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE

William Rosenwald
Honorary President

Joseph P. Chamberlain
. - Chairman of the Board

Charles A. Riegelman
President

Octeber 30, 1944 S b

Alexander S. Keller

Chalrman of Execulive Commit Mr. Laurence Lesser
I. Edwin Goldwasser - Room 152
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch
Gustava H, Kann War Refugee Bo?rd
Daniel E. Koshland Treasury Building
David H. Sulzberger 2
Paul Felix Warburg W&Shmgton! D. C.

Dovid M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman

Morris Wolf Dear Mr. Lesser:
Vice Presiden!s
Richard S. Goldman I shall be in Washington on Wednesday afternmoon,
Treasurer November 1lst, and I hope that you will have time
Stanley M. lsaacs - %o see me sbout two ofclock. If this isn't con-
Secrotory venient, I sha? appreciate it if your secretery
Evgane d‘- "E"'A o will call the Roger Smith Hotel and leave word
Wetvor . Bieringer when you can see me. (I won't be checking in until
Herman W. Black about 1330 P.M.)

Monroe Goldwater

Harry Greenstein

Xﬁ"."’:‘é“.'?“ I am looking forward to our conference.
lolp! el

Joseph C. Hyman

Carlos L. lsraels

Mrs. Henry Itilason .

Stanley J. Kann Sincerely yours,

Milton W. King

ey, /
heodore levin s
YMrs. dDuvit: Ml Levy (/ék.,o\_ //(/ WM’
Clarence E. Plcket} A S. Pe'bluck, Direc'bor

Edwin Rosenberg - .

Wolfgang . Schwabacher Migration Department
Leon C. Sunstein

Louls . Weiss

Jonah B. Wise ASP:VG s

Executive Commiltee

Joseph E. Beck
Execuiive Direclor

A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID IN AMERICA

. War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 3570 ¥
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Telephone: CAnal 6-5000

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

William Rosenwald
Honorary President

Joseph P. Chamberlain
Chairman of the Baard

Charles A, Riegelman
President

Alexander S. Keller

Chat of E e O,

Cables: NACOMREF, Now York:

/ IS
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC

139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y,

September 5, 1944

Mr. Albert Abrahamgon
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C.

_Dear Jims:

I. Edwin Goldwasser
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch
Gustave H. Kann
Daniel E. Koshland
David H. Sulzberger
Paul Felix Warburg
David M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf

Vice Presidents

Richard S. Goldman
Treasurer

Stanloy M. Isaoes .
Secrolary

Evgene L. Ach
Alexander E. Arnstein
Walter H. Bleringer
Herman W. Block
Monroe Goldwater
Harry Greenstein
William Haber
Adolph Held
Joseph C. Hyman
Carlos L. fsrasls
Mrs. Henry lttleson
Stanley J. Kann
Milton W. King
Theodore Levin
Mrs. David M. Levy
Clarence E. Pickett
Edwin Rosenberg
Wolfgang $. Schwabacher
Leon C. Sunstein
Louis . Weiss
Jonah B. Wise
Exocutive Commillee

Josoph E. Back
Executive Director

A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID

Mr. Pehle will be receiving a formal invitation from Toledo to
address the opening meeting of their Anmual Welfare Fund Campaign
on the evening of Sundsy, November 19. Toledo, United Jewlsh Ap-
peal and I will be very grateful if you can persuade him to &sccept
the invitation.

Between five and six hundred people will be present at the Toledo
meeting, That community 1s making elaborate and painstaking plans
for a successful campaign and Mr, Pehle's presence will help tremen-
dously to create the'proper atmosphers for the ralsing of a sub-
stantially larger sum of money than has ever been obtained in Toledo.

The United Jewish Appeal has asked Toledo for s minimm allotment
of $140,000 from this year's Welfare Fund Campaign. Last year (1943),
the UJA was allotted $95,000 from a total gross of approximately
$163,000 raised by Toledo. Dor Coons has pointed out to Toledo that
in order to provide $140,000 for the UJA, Toledo will have to raise
at least $208,000, assuming that all their allotments and expenses
obtained in 1943 remain unchanged in 1944, While no goal has
been fixed, Toledo is congsidering establishing one of $225,000.

To show you how tremendously important the 1944  Toledo campaign l1s
to the UJA, the following comparative allotments from Toledo may 'be
of interests

1989 - $53,000 1942 -~ $70,000
1940 - 51,000 1918 - 95,000
1941 - 57,080 1944 - 140,000 (requea‘bed)

Toledo is most amxdous to have Mr. Pehle and I hope you will persuade
him to accept.

Many thanks and best regards,

Sincerely,

7

Ep R. Gomberg

ERG: te

H ¢

IN AMERICA

‘War Relief Control Board Reg: No. 570




Telephone: CAnal 6-5000

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Willlam Rosenwald
Honorary President

Joseph P. Chamberlain
Choirman of the Board

Charles A. Riegelman
Prosident

Alexander S. Keller
‘Chai of E. ive C i

INRS &

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC,
' 139 CENTRE STREET :
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.~

August 28, 1944

Mr. Lawrence wesser
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building

|. Edwin Goldwasser
Mrs. Walter A, Hirsch
Gustave H. Kann
Danisl E. Koshland
David H, Svizberger
Paul Felix Warburg
David M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf

Vice Presidenis

Richard S. Goldman
Treasurer

Stanley M. [saacs
Sacrefary

Eugene L. Ach
Alexander E. Arnstein
Walter H. Bieringer
Herman W. Block
Monroe Goldwater
Harry Greenstein
Willlam Haber
Adolph Held
Joseph C. Hyman
Carlos L, Israels
Mrs. Honry litlason
Stanley J. Kann
Milton W. King
Theodore Levin
Mrs. David M. Levy
Clarence E. Pickett
Edwin Rosenberg
Wolfgang 8. Schwabacher
Leon C. Sunstein
Louls S. Welss
Jonah B. Wise
Executive Committes

Joseph E. Beck
Executive Director

A DECADE OF

Room 152
Washington, D.C. Re: Z2EITLINE, Georges-Marc
N Camp Mirahda e .
Lerida, Spain . S . |
Case # A39122 :

Dear Mr. Lesser:

We were informed during Yune, 1944 that Hr. Georges Zeiti&ne
anq/his brotier Marc had arrived in Spain. In 1942 an American
visa was given to them when they were living in France. An
unclie, Mr. Philippe Zeitline of 88 Central Parx West, New York
City, was the sponsor. However, they were unable to emigrate
a5 exit visas were not available at that time. ‘

We huve since learned that the American Consulate in Madrid
has communicated with the Department of State, recommending
that consideration be given for tne issuance of advisory
approval in this case,

We wonder whether Messrs. Georges and. Marc Zeitline reached
neutral territory based on oreviously granted advisory épproval.
Do their names appear on your list of those refugees fpr» whom.
visas will be expedited according to this regulation?

We thanx you for your cooperation.
Yours very truly, ) .
v S
Ann S. Petluck, Director: . :
Migration Department

Reply to: . . .
Lillian Cohen .

rs

Res . - - e

REFUGEE AI'D. IN NMEmcm

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 - y




Telophone: CAnal 6-5000

' NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. -

139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

William Rosenwald June 5, 1944
Honorary President . B

Joseph P. Chamberlain . . . ;
Chairman of the Board . . ) LE T

Charles A. Riege!man
President

Alexander S. Keller
- Chall of E ive C: i

I. Edwin Goldwasser
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch

Gustave H. Kann ¥r. Llbert ibrshamson '
Daniel E. Koshlond r - 3

David H, Sulzberger war Rej‘ugee noerd

Paul Felix Warburg Yeashingten, D.C.

David M. Watchmaker COPRE RN Daminiye

Henry Wineman ' =

Morris Wolf Dear Jim:

Vice Presidents

Richard §. Goldman I »recume *hst you have <een the copy

Treasurer . .
Stontoy M. 1 of the attached, which wes written by Clerence
anley M. Isaacs . . A . | B
Sacrotary Plexett late in April. I° nof, you may keep it :
for your Tiles. P

Eugens L. Ach
Alexander E. Arnstein
Walter H. Bieringer m
Herman W. Block :
Monroe Goldwater
Harry Greenstein
William Haber )
Adolph Held Sincerely,
Joseph C. Hymon
Carlos L. Israels
Mrs. Henry Ittleson
Stanley J. Kann
Milton W. King - . ;
Theodore Levin Ephraim k. Gomberg
Mrs, David M. Levy . :
Clarence E. Pickett B . - -
Edwin Rosenberg g
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher
Leon C, Sunstein L3
Louls S. Woeiss
Jonch B. Wise

Executive Commiltee

& &re looking forward to hearing vou
on the 8th,

Joseph E. Beck - ST 4 ) . LY
Executive Director ERGirk N - . Bt
i3 STe . .

A DECADE OF REFUGEE -AID IN AMERICA

" ' . War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570




. April 27, 1944

The President
The White House

Washington, u. C,
Deer wr. President:

I huve noted in the nress the announcement by the Director
7 tne War Refugee Boa:.i that consideration is being given to
stublishing free ports of entry for nolitical, religious and rzcial
=Tugees who are in danger of their lives. It is my understanding
fat some form of friendly internment also is involved until it is
nossible for those received to return to their noint o origin.

kT O

ezl

i write to erpress to you the nrofound hope that inso®far as

¥ou may be calied upon to pass judgmant on this mztter, it may have
nur sunmort. I see little possibility of refuge heing given to

nersons of this sort in other coun*ri=s on = temporary bzsis unless
znd until we of tne United States muk» som- =such offer, I write on
Lehelf of the samericen Trienis Service Committee to sndorse this
prorosal una to assure you of our willingness +o give any sassistance
that mer be desirad on the nart of our orgaenization in making -the
un iertad a success.

Very cordizlly yours,

Evecutive Secretary




1530 16th Street,N.N,

Waahingtm, D. C. .

/
Mr, Joseph Beck,

National Refugee Serviae,
139 Centre Street,
New York, N, ¥,

Dear Joos

May 26, 1944

I shall .appreciate receiving ten copies of the annual
report of NRS for 1943,

Cordlally,
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Telephone: CAnal 6-5000 * Cablas: NACGMREF, New.York™ "

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. ‘
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

William Rosenwald
Honorary Presidont

Joseph P. Chamberlain -
Chalrman of the Board % Mey 12, 1944
Charles A. Riegelman

President

Alexander §. Keller
Chairman of Executive Commiltae

Mr. Albert Zbrehamscn

1. Edwin Goldwasser

Mrs. Walter A, Hirsch fiar Refugee Beerd
Gustave H. Kann .
Daniel E. Koshland Yiashingten, D. C.

David H. Sulzberger
Paul Felix Warburg R " .
David M. Watchmaker Dear Jim:
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf

Vice Presidents

We were very much disturbed abcut

Richard S. Goldman the ettached, wnich was apperently mailed te
Treasurer 500 delegates cf the crganizaticn in guesticen

Stanley M. Isaacs after clearsnce witnh W, I have called
Socretary it te Vieinstein's attenticn.

Eugene L. Ach

Alexander E. Arnstein

Walter H. Bieringer S3

Herman W. Black incerely ycurs,
Monroe Goldwater

Harry Greenstsin

William Haber

Adolph Held _ ,
Josaph C. Hyman s
Carlos L. tsraels Ephraim R. Gemberg

Mrs. Henry Ittleson
Stanley J. Kann
Milton W. King
Theodore Levin
Mrs. David M. levy S
Clarence E. Pickstt

Edwin Rosenberg

Wolfgang $. Schwabacher

Leon C. Sunstein

Louis §. Welss ERG:m
Jonch B, Wise =
Executive Commitieo encl. .

Josoph E. Beck

Executive Director
‘

by ."'J-VUJA,L"’:':,:I' ?{"w"‘{‘l I
./l
/
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A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID [N AMERICA. e
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, IVNC.V,
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK CITY

April 26, 1944

Hr. John W. Pehle, Exeautive Director
Wer Refugee Board

Washington 25, D, C,
Dear Mr. Pehlet

We of Nationsl Refuges.Serwice read with truendmm
satisfaction your courageous statement which pay lead to the

establishment of places of temporary refuge in this country.

Ve hail this a3 a great humanitarian gesture which, if
put into effect, will not only save the thousanda of lives of
those brought here, but will also 8erve as an inspiration snd

example to other nations and will therefore save countleas pore
lives, o

Believing as we do in your program and efforts, we would
be less than frank if we did not point out some of the difficulties

which may arise, and some of the ¥eys in which our agemcy, with its
years of experience in preventing tine infinx of refugees from hecom-
ing a public vroblen, gy cooperate with you im keeping to a minimum

these difficulties and such oriticisms &8 they may provoke.

Since our earlier conference with you we have visited
epproximately twelve of the largest communities in the East, Middle
Wast and Far West. We have learned that in order to aveid eritical::
attitudes and possible repercussions which might endanger the smooth

opération of the pProgram, interpretation and
Interpretation is needed as

other countries will establish similar programs. Such plages -are
certain to shelter relatives snd friends of citizens and refugees

already in the United States, ‘Emotionsl ties of such people would

make 1t essentlal that they have an understanding of the entire
progras. : .

We believe that Naticnsl Refugee Serwice; the largest
refuges organisation in the United States, can be of major asaistance
in many ways. Even before the actusl completion of plans we can,
through our committees in all parts of the United States, and with




Mr. John W. Pehle

the aid of other cooperating sectarian end non-séctarian organisa-
tions, help to provide the necessary interpretation and understanding.
We can provide the social work 3ervice to act as an intermediary
between persona whom you bring aeross and relatives and friends

It will be essential to deal with the fears,
insecurities snd problams of such people. ¥We believe our sxparience
desling with thousands of similar refugees would emable us to be of
Wie will undoubtedly be able to provide the
many special needs which mey be required to adjust people more
adequately to group 1ife —— or to help to secure these needs.

throughout the country.

service to these peopls.

In these and wmany other ways National Refugee Service, with
ips many activities, can help to insure the success of the program.

- _We have aslready written previeusdy that we stand ready to
make available our years of experience in refugee work and to provide
such ald es may be required, within the limits of our resources,

for all refugees whom the War Refugee Board is able to bring to the

nited States.

n

April 26, 1944

8incerely yours,

William Rossnwald
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" Telephona: CAnal 6-5000 A

Cables; NACOMREF, New York

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. ‘ Q’(
- 139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

May 10, 1944

William Rosenwald
Honorary Presiden?

loseph P. Chamberlain - - E
Chairman of the Board . . . ;

Charles A. Riegelman

Prasident

Alexander S. Keller Mr. albert ibrahzmson
Chairman of Executive Committee Var Refugee Board

I. Edwin Goldwasser Tushington, D.C.

Mrs. Walter A, Hirsch

Gustave H. Kann . .
Daniel E. Koshland Dear Jim:
David H. Sulzberger

Paul Felix Warburg

David M. Watchmaker Attached is a statement obtained by
Henry Wineman ¥r. Berger from the Eritish Information Service
Morris Wolf . oonp t

Vice Prosidonts on th_p“n@ hish eguivelent of ree ports.

ot % .

Richard 5. Gofdman ‘ent‘—,v—;ﬁpg«e«r prenared a dra®t of the statement,

Treasurer - which was submitted to the British Information
Stonlay M. Isaacs Service and, after e few more changes had been made,

Secrofary it was released to us as an officisl document.
Eugene L. Ach )
e e " . %hile there i= little parallel between the

. Bi ;

Horman W. Block : British exrerience and this thing thzt we talk about
x:r“r’y‘"’si‘;‘i"‘;‘::“" ‘ as "free ports,” it will, st least, give you back—
Wiltiam Haber ground data \hLCh you may not already have.
Adolph Held
Joseph C. Hyman -
Carlos L. lsraels . Regards.
Mrs. Henry Itleson (
Stanley J. Kann N - .
Milton W. King ive Cordially,

Theodore Levin
Mrs. David M. Levy
Clarence E. Pickett
Edwin Rosenberg
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher
leon C. Sunstein
Louls §. Weiss
Janch B, Wise

: Executive Committee

1 /
ot & . // S ) :
‘ g \ Ephre ‘7{ -Gomberg | s : :
° - b -3

Joseph E. Beck
Executive Director

A DECADE OF REFUGEE -AID IN VIAMER'|CA'

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 370
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~GREAT: BRIT,

In November 1938 the Nazi pogroms against the Jews in Germeny and Auptris
reached a new height, In addition, other religious and politicsl minority
groups were gimilarly aubjected to the hershest persecution. At that time,

a privete committee was formed in London under the Ohairmenship of 8ir Robert -
Waley Cohen, working in close essociation with the alrendy established German
refugee organismations. With the permissitn of the British Goversment, a dis
used camp in Kent, (commonly known as the Kitchener’ Oamp) wes ‘taken ovar by
the Committee for the purpose -of accommodatihg e néw group of refugéees (Jewi
and non-Jewish) which the Committee brought to Englend. This group consisted
of about 3,000 men aged 18 to 40 who had gome ultimate hope of emigration
overseas, mainly to the United States, South America, or Palestine, but were
in the meantime in Nasi concentration camps, forged to stay there until theiy
turn for emigration came. They were people without means who, except for this
plan, would have hedopp opportunity of being released from the concentration
camps.

Under the Committes's plan as accepted by the British Government, the refugeea
were adnitted to Great Britain without visss; they were considered neither as
immigrents nor as visitorsj their landing cards were mo stamped that they
obligated themselves to remain fh the camp indefinitely unless permission was
secured from the Government for them to leave the camp for short visits to
relatives or for approved recreational purposes; feilure to comply with the
conditions on their landing cards would rendar them lisble to immediate
deportation, :

In selecting refugees for this cemp, the Committce sent over representatives
to Europe to work out a method of operation with the local committees and
actually to choose on a personal bagis some of the refugees with which to
start the camp. As the scheme developed, the remainder of the names were put
forrard by the local committees eand received gome check from the Britigh
authorities on & sscurity basis. It 18 thought that very few, if sny, of the
names put forward by the committees were rejected by the British Government.

The camp wap administered by the Committee without. Government interference,
and indeed, its direction was lergely on a basls of self-government by the
refugees themeelves. It is understood that there is no recorded instence of
any refugee infringing the terms by whieh he was aduitted. :

In the ensuing period of time, a number of the refugees succeedad in fulfilling
thelr originel purpose, - that is to say, they re-emigreted to the United Statas
or elsewhere, After Gremt Britain declared war ¢n Germany on September 8, 1389,
the refugees in the cemp, who by that time totslled asbout 3,500, including a
nuuber of women, appeared befors the Tribunals shat were set up for sll eneny
aliens, and were almost sll classed as friendly refugees. Some were immedinte-
ly tsken into the Ploneer Corps of the British Army; others were given war jobs,
At the time of the collapse of France in 1940, most bf these. refugges, like the
other enemy sliens in Oreet Britain, were internsd, but thims policy was vexy
soon modified; and within s relatively short time &lmost sll enemy refugees, in-
* ¢luding: those from this camp, were relemsed. They have played, and gre playing,

N
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a useful part in the British war effort.

The canp hua thus been disbanded. It served the purpose of glving shelter 4o ' e
several thousand innocent huran beings who, but for the implementation of this- B
plan, would have suffered continued imprisonment and, in many copes, d

the hands of the Nazia, % v 8 esth aﬁ
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In reply plesse

refer to:

7

X7

683

MAY 10 1944

Dear Mr. Back:

Thank you for your letter of Hay 2, 1944,
ard the reporte on the adjustment of refugee children,

These reports are presently being studied
by our etaff. I sm sure they will be of ecomelderable
value %o us, and your cooperation in making this ine-
formation available ie much sppreciated.

1 enjoyed sooing you sgain at our recent

confersnce. Flease convey my best vishes to Hy, Honene
vald,

Very traly yours,

J, W, Pehle
Executive Dirsstor

Mr, Joeeph X, Beak,
Bxecutive Director,

Natlonnl Refuzee Service, Inec., ‘ )
139 Centre Street, _

New York 13, New York,

IBTowlertagr S5-844 %‘/ T o




—————

- Telophone: CAnal 6-5000

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Witliam Rosenwald
Honorary President

Jos;ph P. Chamberlain
Chairman of the Board

Charles A. Riegelmon
President

Alexander $. Keller
Chairman of Execulive Committes

I. Edwin Goldwasser
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch
Gustave H. Kann
Danie! E. Koshland
David H. Sulzberger
Paul Felix Warburg
Dovid M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf

Yice Presidents

Richard S. Goldman
Treasurer

Stanley M. Isaacs
Secretary

Eugene L. Ach
Alexander E. Arnstein
Walter H. Bieringer
Herman W. Block
Monroe Goldwater
Harry Groenstein
William Hober
Adolph Held
Joseph C. Hymon
Carlos L. 1sraels
Mrs. Henry litleson
Stanley J. Kann
Milton W, King
Theodore Levin
Mrs, David M. Levy
Clarence E. Pickeft
Edwin Rosenberg
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher
Leon C. Sunstein
Louis . Weiss
Jonah B. Wise
Executive Commitlee

Joseph E. Beck
Execilive Diroctor

&)

J s
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC
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May 2, 1944
Mr. John W. Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Pelile:
V; In accordance with your requegt I am enclosing

revorts on the adjustmert of refugee childrén brought to the
United Statps. One of these reports pas prepared by Miss
Lotte Marcuse, Secretary of the European Jewish Children's Aid
(this is a corporate organization under management of the
National Refugee Service). This statement covers children
brought here from 1924 to 1941. The second report was pre-
pared by Miss M. Ingebord Olsen, Acting Director of the
UniEgd States Committee for the Care of European Children.

In Miss Mzrcuse's report there is a brief descrip-
tion of the relationship between the two agencies and the division
of responsibility. There is considerable more statisticel material
aveilable (especially on the early group of children) which we
have summarized to avoid too bulky a document. These statistics
are available, however, “to. answer-any auestions or to make any
further analysis you may feel desirable. In reading these reports
one must keep in mind the experiences of the children prior to
coming to this country. Only a word here and there implies what
these children went through. Many of them have seen their -parents
torn away to concentration camps; . others- have had to hide with
Christian friends and relatives; some have walked miles and miles -
over the Pyrenees to get into Spain.’ The reports of the adjust—
ment of these children take on greater significance and are far
more remarkable when these facts are Kept in mind.

As I indicated in our conference lastrweek,Awe
recently had a meeting of the Executives of the larger Jewish
child care agencies. There was definite indication that these
agencies are prepared to accept many more children if they can
be brought across and the Committees are w1illng to absorb the
burden of cost on the local level. -

Ve hope that these reports, in some small way, may
be helpful towards the end of bringing add;tlonal children 1nto the
country. -

Sincerely yours, j

SR .

A DECADE OF REFUGEE AUD MIN AMERICA

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570
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REPORT PREPARED BY WISS LOTTE MARCUSE,
SECRETARY OF THE EUROPEAN—JEWISH CHILDREN'S AID

The.European Jewish Children's Aid was incorporated in June 1934 for.. =

the nurpose of issuing corporate affidavits for children who were'to enter.tﬁé
United States as unaccompanied under the provisions of the»immigrétion law. It
commenced to operate with the admission of the first group on November 9, 1954;
and continued to admit children from Germany (Altes Reich) and Austria until the

closing of the U. S. Consulates in these countries, which cut off additional

admissions. Subsequently, on November 21, 1941, un agreement was reached with the

newly formed United States Committee for the Care of European Children, that -all
corporate affidavits for children be channelled through one agency - the U. S.
Committee. But as children came over, the reception and care of 8ll Jewish
children would be delegated to the European-Jewish Children's Aid, which, in turn,
would place these cnildren in approved child care agencies in local communities
throughout the country.

AGE GROUPS IN CARFE

The agency brought over on its own affidavits in all 590 boys and girls.
The lmmigration law set the upper age limit-at 16, after which no corporate
-z2ffidavits could be used. Subsequently, the U, S. Committee brought over 361
Jewish children who now are, or who have béen, under the delegated'supervision

of the B.J,C.A.

This report is concerned with the earlier grouprof 590 brought across
on our own affidavits. (The report of the U. S. Committes, attachedé5é§Veré
the children brought over on their affidavit. It includes both Jewish éhildrén
under our supervisory care and Christian children for whom the U. S. Comﬁittee
“assumes direct responsibility.)
There has never been a lower ége 1imi£ for admissions, The majérity of
" children on a&missioﬁ%fell between the ages of 14 to 16i,becausev£hese youngsteré

were more directly threatened, first by exclusion from ingtitutions ofilearﬁing,
. o - : : P




and, in the later stages of the Hitler regime, by placement at fofcéd'laﬁéi,i L

bility for each boy and girl to the age of 21, and continuous'superVisory.Sérvices

during the period of care. Case material is therefore available for each boy 'and o

girl for an extended period of time, and informetion is available in many instances

far beyond the 21 year age 1imit, for informsl contact of the agenqies and foster
families with their former charges continued, because of the significant role
which both played in the lives of these young people.

DISTRIBUTION IN PLACEMENT

Care for children was provided through local child care services in
different parts of the United States. The agency was committed to the program of
_ individual care of children in private family homes and for this purpose called upon
selected social agencies for cooperation on the project. Care in private family
homes had become the approved method of care for children deprived of parental care
in thelr own families, throughout the U.5.5., and the Jeﬁish child care program
offered sufficient flexibility and oppo?tﬁnities for expansion through agencies
with standard professional services. Placements of immigrants on an individual
basis rather than segregation in groups had long been the basic philosqpyy‘of
immigration Sérvices, also, and it was therefore éossibie to commence work on £hé ’
.project on the basis of agreement on aims, methods and procedures, - In the éégly;
stages of the development, it was necessary to stimulate,différen£ p§ftsVof,fhe
country and urge cooperation on the project. Very soon, howevér;'it”becamé
appafent that different areas, and gradually gll gqbgraphic sections of the Jewish
population, wished to share the responsibility of the pfégram and even offered to
improve serv;ces in prder'to qualify under the_standards set, .
The two moé£ important criteria used in'selecfing an aE;ncy were the

stability of the professional program as such, and the attiﬁﬁae of the general

internment, or deportation. We pledged to fhe United States Government~rb59bnéi4ii,, sz




community in city and state toward an expansion of therrefugee’population; The -

. financial resources available to carry the program never needed special.examination,;
since every offer of cooperation from a local agency was accompaniediby an offer of
adéquate local financial responsibility. The total number of 590 qhildren was
distributed by 40 agencies in placements covering 125'commuhities in 31 statés.
EVALUATION OF PROGRAM | '

The group of social workers who cooperated on the project throughout the
last decade have repeatedly sufigested that a study be undertaken to include al}
children, and it is hoped that there will be such a large-scale study when the
United States returns to its peacetime pursuits. But there is general agfeement
among the agencies that pending such a comprehensive study, a review of case material
undertaken by the individual agencies-but based on agreement on fundamental values
and & common approach to the problem would be a valid substitute. Eight agencies,
overating in the Fast and Midwest of the United States; whosé professional services
are comparable in quality, snd which have accepted, through the years, a cr&ss
section of the children who have come over, agreed to evaluate their case material
ané submit their results on identical schedules. The facts presented in the fol-
lowing statements are obtained from these studies, which include material on 551'

boys and girls, or 56.1% of the total group admitted..

AGES AND PERIOD OF CARE . .

Age at Admission Pregent Age
All children 331 . 331 o
Over 6 and under 10 years 15 - -
no10 ¢ voo14 oM 130 ’ o1l
"ol4 v w18 w 186% 47
" 18 n " 20 u _— ; 170 -
1 o2 n " 26 n — . - - 105
Median age 14 ‘ 20

¥# None over 16 years




The 331 boys and girls studied repeat the picture of age distribution

.of the total group referred to in the earlier genéral statgment. ;Sinée:ﬁhe,

admissions had to be curtailed with the closing of the U. S. Gonéuiatgs dufiﬁg2 _
the early stages of the European war, the majority has been in care for many;yeérs; 7
tne median length of stay extends to 6 years, with only 3 childrep,céred fqriiess 7
tnsn % years, and 60 less than 5 years.

SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF CHILDREN

There nave been children from all social groups abroad; in the beginning,
discriminatory measures struck hardest those who had least resources and a minimum
degree of stability, but gradually all groups became equally affected and the need

of the children in the families of industrial leaders and professional people was

just as great as in the family of the artisan and tradesmsn. The parents! assurance -

thet their family had "lived in Germany as long as Jews lived on German soil" was
found on ag many social histories received from abroad as the statements that the
parents had left Post-War Poland for the hospitality of the German republic. There
were children from industrial centers and children from rural villages in which
their family was the only Jewish group in residence. There were children of homes
broken through death and illness, and homeg.in which life was still pleasant and
nelpfully integrated even though limited to the fou;ayalls of a single room.

Many of ﬁhe children had attended well-known eduqational institutions, and
had expected to proceed to the university or the professional school in dermany.

Otners had had only basic instruction in a small .country school house, and later

had to seek refuge in a Jewish Parochial school. From 1939 on, children arriﬁed "

who had had to sit idle at home, for Hitler's policies had limited their'schobl
attendance to the age of 14. One of the agency's most successful scholars had
been described as playing chess with his mother everf’day.and all day for a whole
yvear, for he could not venture forth to the common playground, theré was no school
open to him, and he wééanot permitted to move to-a commuﬁity whichimight have given

him educational opportunities specially provided by the Jewishvagénciesl

I




TYPES OF FOSTER HOMES

The placement of children in foster family homesris predicafed,on,the
assumption that each childt's best interests can be furthered by plécemeht in
an environment approximating his own family home before the need for removal arose.
Plans for children whose parents do not give up perm§nentlgnardianship are also
dependent on the parents! wishes, ambitions, plans for their child's maximum
adjustment. Social agencies planned placements for refugee children, generally
speaking, on the same premises. There is indication that children who camerfrom
socially prominent homes fitted themselves into homes of socially prominent
American families, and that a suffieient number of these homes was available., 1In
this group wany of the boys and girls made a permanent adjustment to such families
and became identified with the socially prominent groups in the communities of which
the foster parents were a part. Many of the éhildren who came from simpler homes
were able to live up to the expectations of foster families whose soéial standing
was markedly nigher than the children's families in Europe had been. The degree
to which these children could be absorbed iqto.such prominent families depended
largely on their ability to give emotionally what thesé Americen families expecte&.
4 child who remained closely tied to his own parents, 56 matter how far-away, vie.s
ususlly not able to satisfy the emotional needs which ‘this F&pé of féétef fémil&'
hed, and was more comfortable and made greater progress {n a family iﬁ which he -
couid remain free of close emotional ties t6 "substitute" parents. This1was'
gpecially true éf the majority of boys and girls who came he;e at the age‘df'lS,
when the normal adolescent tends to establish his own identity by freeing hihéelf
from paréntal authority and affectual relationships. Piacements,of either type
can meet the individuall's needs, and the experiences of the agencies prove that
this is true of this grdéip also, wherever the seleétion of toster homes was based

on sound professional judgment. R )




One of the important factors'in selecting homes for this:gfqup'wésttha;'
need to meet the religious tradition in which the children were reared. Theré
were many children who had been brought up in the diasporé, and;Who clﬁng )
tenaciously to the orthodoxrri£ual which became more meaningful in separation
from home and the familiar religious atmosphere. Many of the children found it
impossible to make any concessions and to recognize that in the United States
different religious groups précticed different observances. Efforts to meet the
needs on an individual basis were, on the whole, successful, since all kinds of
religious groups in the United States could be stimulated into cooperation.
EDUCATION

Vocational and educational plans as such did not depend on the type of
foster home chosen for the child. Children attended public grammar schools and
high schools or vocational high and trade schools, according to their individual
aptitudes or interests. Supﬁort was aveilable, whether through a free foster
nome or through subsidizing of & paid home. Higher education was offered either
through scholarships from colleges, high schools or scholarship agencies in their
communities, unless foster parents wished to assume even this burden of their
omﬁ accord.

The majority of the children ceme here with high expectations of their
educational preparation and all but a few attaine&‘at least a2 high school .
education. The drive for educational attainment is one of -the outstaﬁdiﬁg
charzcteristics of the group, and the degree of their educational achieveméht can
be called "most astounding," to use the only term in which one of the State
universities could express its evaluation of the'performanéé of onerof ﬂhe_551.
Ameriqan publ;q schools deserve special recognition for the assistance

they have given to the children in finding their place in school rgbm and in
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relationship to classmates and teachers. .It was in the German Schéols'@haﬁ‘most"lr
of the painful rejection and persecution was first experienced. MI aﬁ gorr&,
Harry, but today I may no longer protect you from the aggression of these ‘boys,
as would have been my duty still yesterday." In these words, one of the 331 haﬂ':
to learn that a beloved teacher had declded to accept the Nazi Distfict leaderts
orders cn the treatment of Jewish pupils. Several of the children wrote of théir
happiness at being accepted in an intersectarian group. "Now I know that I am in
a free country. For I found, even in this short month since my arrival, that
American schools rete the pupils for their effort and their performance and not for
the religion they or their fathers may have." This is from the first letter of
one of the 331 boys who came here in 19%8.

It is therefore only natural that the child's ability as well as his
ﬁersonality could develop freely in the school situation.. Plans for the grading
of tng foreign school record differ in American communities; in some cities, agencies
nreferred a2 neriod of private tutoring in English éo the immediate registration
in school; in some others, the board of education préferred to have this process of
adjustment take place within the school room and offered adequate facilities‘for
this end. Every opportunity was given to the children for an. adjustment of their
orogram as they went along, with double promotions an& selection -of special
sc&edules. It is therefore perhaps not as surprising as it appears tb the Qutsider
that children were able to graduste from high school ét ages. which compare
favorably with those of American-born pupils.
A large proportion of the group entered the Ugited States at an age when

their American-born contemporaries are well advanced in high school and when lack

of the langusge presents a special handicap. Of lOlyboys and girls whose high school

records were studied, 48, or almost 50%, graduated beforevthey weréﬁis, and only 14,

or 7%, were over 19 on graduation day. Of 207 whosé high school énd'grammqr'school
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performence was rated, 70, or 33%, had outstanding performances, while 55, or 25%,
r;;ed as above average and good. Only 25, or 12%, were below average,

Among the outstending scholastic and academic successes, werbount one
member of Phi Bete Kappa, two instructors at American colleges. One of the Boys who
specializes in rural sociological research is the author of a book on Cooperative
Fafming, and testified as en expert before a Senate Committee examining the budget
of the Department of Agriculture. One of the girls is subsidized by Hafvard Medical
School to complete an important study of vitamins. Students at Princeton, Wisconsin,
Harvsrd, Ohio and Penn State, Columbis, the Universities of Pennsylvania, Texas and
of Southern Celifornia, of Armour, Renssaeler and Cernegie Institutes are present

in the #7%1 covered by the special study.

SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT

Importent though these educational attainments are, more Significant still
seems to be the degree of social adjﬁstment which these young people were able to
achieve. Some of the boys and girls were able to function at top capacity from the
beginning of their stay here. Some had & nard time to find. their niche in.a society

.so alien from their native one. Some had not yet been damaged by the teachings of’

Nazi socialism, and some of them had unwittingly absorbed more than democratic groups
in the United Stafes would tolerate. The agencies and the foster families had to
learn how much petience was needed by their éharges in ofder to find and give.r
satisfaction. Many of the children recognized this and interpreted to the agehciéé' 
in which areas they needed help. V

Some of the case evaluations state that the child wds selected for a
scholarship or a medal not only for his academic rating, but for-ﬁis all around .

personality adjustment. One of the glrls was invited by the dean of a Mldwestern

college on a tuition scholarship basis, because "I want my students to meet a human

being ‘like you, and you, in turn, should come to know the resl Amerlca, because you

can make use of the best there is in 1t; :

.
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A charming young woman, only 2 years in the United States? won é'
sorority scholarship té a college in the Southwest. "After I had accepted it;
I realized what a daring underteking this was for me, as the comparative: .
greenhorn, to invade the territory of old American tradition and also the—blace
where race bigotry was supposedly raising its head. :When I arrived at the
station, I found myself greeted in a noisy welcome scene by the whole sorority,
and carried like an honored guest to the House. I now begin to learn what a
real Amefican feels and does.”

According to the case evaluations, 70% of the 231 boys and girls made
=n zdjustment that was outstanding or good; about 6% had difficulty; the rest
may be classified as average or reasonably satisfactory.

The degree to which identification with their adoptive country was
vossible is the best aveilable criterion of democracy!'s ability to permit the
individual to reach capacity development. In the testimony before the Senate
Committee, the young man referred to earlier made constant reference to "We in
America," and "We Americans," and enalyzed the difference between the cooperative
farm =s sn expression of "our democratic form of soclety" compared to the collective
© farming experiment as one foreign to American ideology. One of the girls, after a
few years in her hospitable foster home in the Middle West, returneé froﬁ a social

gathering and stated that she and one other girl had been t@e Yonly Americansm.
invited. ' N SN
Petitions for citizenship papers are filed on or right aftér tﬁe*lBtH
birthday, and final paper petitions as soon as the law permits.. The children have
gratefully acknowledged the privilege of becoming &itizens of the United States,
which is implied in the admission on quote visa; that this country is holding out

this same orivilege™in times of war also, has been referred to frequently, especially

H <
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~ in comparison with the practices and policies of other countries to ﬁhich tefdggeéf’;
have sought admission., Classification s an alien of enemy nationality'under thé”;',f'
blien Registration Act has been a painful experience to all so classified, andrtﬁéfj
have mede smple use of re-classification opportunities, under the law.

PARTICIPATION IN WAR FFFORT

"It nas been a privilege to have had Frank in our home, and he will
always be with us, no matter where the fortunes of war may carry him." This was
the tribute by foster parents with whom one of the earliest inductees of the
egency had lived. The outbreak of nostilities in Europe found many of the boys
"raring"” to volunteer tneir services, in the hope of participating in the downfall
of the regime thet deprived them of family, home and country. Since they were at
that time not citizens, they were rejected. As soon as Axis aggression enveloped
the United States in the war, however, and the draft age was lowered, all of them
suw toneir opportunities to help protect their adoptive country as well as "to
settle = score." The number who volunteered for the Air arm is surprising, but.
that particular weapon presented to them the best opportunities to "strike dowm
cn Germany." But other services, including the U-boat serViées, are also
represented. There have been only 4 long-time defermentsror rejections, and 2 honorsble
discharges. Two of the boys have paid with their lives, and 'a third one, now ‘

- missing for 2 years, should probably be added to this number. 114 boys couﬁtgdr
in the service represent only a portion of those actually serving, Sihcerthe statu;
of some of the 24 and 25 year olds is at present not known to tbe agency.

The girls in the group have given the usu@l contributions to the war
effort, as civilians; three are listed for or in tréinihé as Cadet Nurses. The
mejority of the husbands of the 21 young "matrons” are in services also.

7 In‘the couE;e of the years, some of fhe pareﬁ£s were éﬁkitted to this

country also, and have found their niche heré, dither through.thé efforts of their
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children, the foster parents or through their own relatives who ﬁrécéded~tﬁ§mf*;‘

Some were admitted to countries outside of the United States and are in comﬁératdwe=t

safety. For thése wno were last heard from in Nazi occupied countries, qhildran
still hope to be able to make up for suffering and deprivations, when the world
is at veace again; they have been saving for the day on which reunion and help
~from "over here" is possible. 7 E
No soeisl agency cen posdibly expect 100% successfui adjustment of its
charges,vand failures of refugee children to adjust successfully in the United
States were expected from the outset. Many of the boys and girls who arrived in
the first groups needed transfer from one foster home to another until they could
finally settle down. Some of them were educationslly maladjusted. Some of the
vroblems indiceted difficulties in relationship to their own parents before thgy
came to the United States; some of them indicated only the average adolescent
"dislocations." Some of these problems woulc have been less serious if the’wisdbmr
which agencies and foster families acquired in the course of time had been available
in the early stages of placements. In retrospect, however, the agencies have
agreed that the majority of their early problem-charges have settled down and have
btecome useful members of their communities and social groups. Four of the boys
and girls in this group fall into the group of ﬁelinquentsj even though they ﬁh#e
not been brought to court for commitment. Tﬁé of the girls and one boy,iﬂ ;ﬁé
group of ZZl needed prolonged psychiatric treatment in a protected environment o}
a private institution. 7
The best fest for the success of the pr9ject is found in thercontinued
and sustained interest which Americen organizatiéné and American families express
for its continuance. They have been most apticulate in the expression of their

hope that many hundreds or thousands of children can find seéﬁrity here, and are
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convinced thet tﬁis country can and will absorb as many as can be admittéd.
There has been a continuous flow of applications from families who wish to beédmerf
foster vnarents, even 2t a time when it is difficult to obtain foste} home offers
for American dependent children. Social workers have expressed their appreciation
for the lessons learned from their work with these children, which have given them
"a better appreciation of the strength which 211 childhood possesses," and*ihey
feel that they have been able to give better service to their American born

charges since they have come to know the refugee child.




