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JUL 14 ]94' 

Dear Mr. Becki 

I have your letter of July 5, 1944, 
enc!.oeing a copy of "Poet War 'Immigration to the 
United State11". 

I have read the report with interest 
en·l apprecinte vary much your kindne111 in eending 
it to me. 

Ve r-y truly youre , 

(H.-et l· I; W, Fehl• 

J. W, Pehle 
Bxeoutive Diraotor 

Mr. Joseph E. Beck, 
ixeoutive Director, 
National 1etugee Service, Inc., 
139 Centre Street, 
Hew York 13, llew York. 

~RBHutchieon:agr J-11-44 

;J ,, 
·i 
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" NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
-1 · ! 
r, /\J 

I 3 9 CENTRE STREET 
NEW YORK 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
l\ar Refugee Board 
\'iashington, D. C. 

Dear Air. Pehle: 

13, N. Y. 

July 5, 1944 

_, 

You will recall you indicated interest regarding 
information on immigration figures that we might have. I 
am enclosing herewith a copy of a study made by a member 
of our staff. It is in a tentative form and will later be 
revised for 1Vider use. The title of the study is mislead­
ing. It is really a study of imr.iigration to the United 
States and the areas from which the immigrants have come. 

We will be glad to have you or your staff use 
this material but since it needs revision, we would prefer 
that its use be confined to your own organization. 

Cordially, 

~~~~ 
YoseiU. ~~ Beck 

A DECADE OF REFUGEE Al D ·1 N 
.. 

AMERICA 
War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 

.. · 
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In vi«>'lt ~ tn. wide111111·.W 1atoreot in "19 pllgl\\ ot \!Mt •Uliono 
of b'W:lllll bttinttfl llf!¥1 havo been d•pr1ve4 of the eluatal r14b\e or 
Utit by the llruiie since l9:n. tbb 11H11tor•nd.Ua ntt.11pt-11 w i:ot tonb. 
i;omo of tho uuio teiotora for oon111d..-at.1oa by the .bel'10«D l'•o.Pl• 
in rogard to the futv• iMigraUon poUO)' ot tblt United fitate11. 

Cond.der~t.ion h givcm pritlc1p.:llly to tho" unt'Ql'\'IUl&\4111 001111\0Ul;y 
de~ori'bed aa 1 re!ui~••'• U1noe tho Jewi~h p~~r~o l.\ia• ll'll4IG aln!Jlod 
out. lly Hltler to 11uffer hr gl't>41.tor Qiool'iid.na\ion 1;b.m eJ11 o"thf!r 
r;rl)U.r, epeeial 4'&~1uusb h ldd on ~11e par'1wlnt• probl.•11 HlAUna 
to Juviuh rof\lgee•• 

Beo&U1r.e of t~e lAok of 6Utllor1tat.1ve otb.t1utioo touohtng ~pon 11«n1 
vhftcee of th6 eit~Gtion1 it will be ob!oFYod that 11&17 or \he til'U'9• 
·~ohd are b1u1od on Htilutea, but tht'lee o.ro belloved. to oootOl'lll na 
nearly H poaeibltt to tile footci. 

l'or tho ealce of conv@ience &nd 1a order to obtain " ohronolocioul 
perapect1ve, the uwrbl lloreiD &11,tbralt.ted 1o arrdgod aii tollo111J1 ... 

PllftO 2 ........ 
• 4 •••••••• • 7 •••••••• 
• e •••••••• • 9 ........ 
II 10 •••••••• 

• ll •••••••• 

• l2 •••••••• 
II 14 •••••••• 
• lS •••••••• 

Retleo,1ona on tti. pact • 
What 1e • l'tft'ugeeT 
l're0'{11)t.. location of Jewbll r'tti'\lgeea outsido the 
Uni\•~ &tdou. 
United ~tuteo liua1gra\1on Pol107 • 
»!uti-iblitlOll o! r~tuseoo in the United State1 • 
f&ble 1. 1~~1rante ~ U.B. by Cot.U1t.1'1&~ of iir\h, 
July l, l9)j - Juno )O; 191.:h 
Tal>le 11. Rogbtoi-ed alien& in too United Stdea 
V.0011\iur .:n., 1940. 
Totllo Ill. Gob611 (Ind Auetr1u J.y,'lu; • 
Table IV. J•ll'hb fltt!\lgiltte in Al.lied 11nd •ntrai· 
Co'QJ1U'1ea, l'lfld in 8hAngha1. · 
TIU>l• v. Jon aUll livins ln U&~im~i:iontnlled 
fall"Ope. . 

.. 

.. · ----~~----~-: .• •1 
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476,930 
296,494 
.i.65, 756 

.l.55,4.2.4 

~ lilWli5rants aa~itted 

- l..1W1igr11nts 11amitted - refugees 

.. 
Hebrew L1l!lligrc.nts 

admitted 
.. Hebrew i.mmigr·ants 

admitted - refugees 

blu'lng .the poriod ot \en 7ean fro. l"aly lp 19)) \hrc»Vab luH '°'-. lt4l .. 11 
476,'i'JO il!ldputn v.re ad111\\ff to U. U..1ted 1'6\••11 of wn. lOJ,m 
(34.7•) dttGhnd thttllaelTelt '° 1Ht ot the Hel>row ....-. (tabl<it l). · 

Of \Jw wkl. nu'IHtr ot imdgnate, (476.930), 296,494 (62.1~) ""tton 
lo &tnpnn CJO'Wlt1"1H of ref\lgee nlir&\iODe (fabil.e 1). 

ot tu S.bl'$1t ituigran~e, (16,,'7'6), l'514:l4 (9Je'17~) wen bon ill 
ll.'ul'OJNHtll <i0Wltrio1 9f r4£u4•• •ll!i.ir•~1G'Ae (Table t). 

or "9 t.oW ntu1ber ot l'i!flll" 1n1sraau, (296{494) 1 15,,424 (,2.4d) 
deol.At.v.d thuaolvo11 t.o ti. of ta l141bJtn race. 'i'e.ltle 1). 

TlUI exprn.t.m 11i-1cnat.a• lnol.sdH botb Ql&Ota llJld nGA-..q\Mth lu1aru••• 
the latter OOllJJl'1B1q bwl'baad91 wbH ADd ebUdffll ot u.s. oith••• •• 
alnbt~ra &lid pnfN1e>n acd their wboo f!J14 tm1111rr1n cblldl'tla. 

All the lllHn'o fi@.Un• ftlat• \Q..1ui«ran~• ud do not in~ J>IOl'eoDJ 
11dlaittad \o the United Btat..• t9r '4Wpor&J7 vblu. A\ tb9 pruut. tot.. 
it 1o UDdttratood thd \MN llff HM 3',000 all111u1 bl the WW SbWo, 
o~olW!ioC diplo.&\lo •Od •ilit&ry perdonno1. ~ho _... in V0•~•11i6a Of 
tupol'a17 ox- tl'&nalt vtau.. Thie lli\11'• intlludee. P•rMnlt of all llliionoU­
U.11 and racet trM all eounti-1.ol' in tu 'llOl'l.d, ·Olio.pt. hlltlW ~in· cltberui 
of Oaoada Md llle1>t10.. · 

Aceoiodillg t.o tho !igUret euppliod by t.h~ l•whh sta.•bUaal n~.._u,-t.1w,. 
w.re 4,'170164'7 lewa 111 t.hAt Unit.ed Stat.ea in 1971• Thull \be l••hb n,fU1• .. 
who MY• cou to tbo United 8t.at.oo dur1o(C t.he .lut t.-. :roar& NPNt•\. 
oxai., J.26% ot ille lt11111•b po~Uc1•i. · 

table U of the St&\bUcal Tabl.91 aho•.11 tba\1 aoo&l'diog to t)M AU• 
ll•aiet..-aUon DJ:d81oii of the I~tJ.on ud lle.t.vtll.1ution 6•ntce, Udtri 
S\aUI U.p.'1.1'~111\mt of J\UJtiC•t tbar• wen lj841,994 ft4bt.•H4 all•• la ,._. 
Vaikd St.tea OI\ JJoc•bttr 31, 19~0 whq 2-d been boni in \he couatriea ot 
lfuopeaa ntug.. uignUoa. fh\la ~h• n.fua••• •bo MTG come to tllli U:iited 
ikt.11 av l111111gl'C1at• dlU'lllg tb1J l&11t ten 7ttari r•prH•• oal7 10.411 ot \M 
tot.al reaid*,Jl\ .Ua l)Opula.\!on fNa ~\\1tis111 n~ CQUnUiHe 

•' 

--~·~: =-~-;-•'' <•r 

' 



_,... 

AaeHing - \lilt ~\lea l&n ot \M lJlaiW Sta\4111 q'U .. 'fl'*•~. 
have be.a bahcl \o 606,400 19r.-• bo'ttl la \M eoua\ri•t o' .·~ · 
~- -11Pti• ci'U'U.g \be J.u\ u. lffl'I• !b9 MWal ~\lea 
dVlng t.bla period ot All pnlOllS bol'll 1D \MIH oo•VlH n•W t. 
lH• \baa ball Ulla -W, aaulJ' 296,494. . 

.. 
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lfBAT Iff A mggt 

It is d1tt1aul.t nougb, in tenut of ui7 51v.n mo~t, to dd'ine tbt te1'11 · 
•1·otugee•. Vbffd hlst.odcall)' or iit&t.btlcally over tll<i puiOd. ol · t.ti.­
lu{t. tun ynre line• the doe to po!IJfJr of B1'1v, tlab dltticul.:h 
mlltlplled a tboummd.told. 

W!.lVlDg O\lt ot ll-CCOWtt Ill together too a1llioae • lul.n n..s ha tihdl' 
hoHe boc11u119 of' thla pll)'a1cal r&"fllgH ot nio, faalue, flood• cmd ~•Ulen~, 
OVMI t.he n~Gt 1nt.«lrprotat1o» of • •nt11goe• ill apt. to be ,....bo.ee. 

A i·e!ugeo wq bo detlned ao •1 t.bera-

(l) A P6l"t1011 wne nod 11r 9l'bo \'i\\JI cOllpolled to depart tvoi!I to C®nUf 
of b1a ol t.i.Mmohip, pom•nont rev.l<lence or birth bJ t'<tl\IJOA o.f 
aoWal or 11Utieipatod religiou&, v-ol1t.1cuu, raolo.l or ac~no.Uo 
ptJJ'HCU.tion 1 01' 

(2) A perat1u who, bdng abu1'Dt from t.bt countl"7 of !1111 d.t1Hllfihip1 
pof'llllDGt reoidence 01• birth, 1o tmllble to rttl;um thero id-bout; 
•«bJeetllig l:dmaolf \Q pora.ecution. 

The definition of a ·rei'ugee dos• aott tbitrctore) include ~ perl!Ollo who, 
finding ~"lt \\lf&)' froa tho count.-ry ot hie ol t.bensh:l.p, penaanqt reeide11oe 
Ol' bbtll, h tmable to return t.hero aolel.y b#oaUtie of uck ot traneport1>tion 
faGlliti"'•• Fer mmpl,fl• kl lrbbc:IAln in the United Sit.tea who nuld like 
to l'etum t.o &ire, end who finda hill.ael.! uuo.bltt to do ao be4lW.I>• of b&billt7 
to HOUI'& trmioµ.ortat1-0D 1 would not be count.a nu a r..t\laM. 
Boea\laG o! the i.111nll uwabor ot ret'\li .. a a.dldtkd to t!itt Unttod St.ll\e• 1'l'Oll 
n0b-ol!Uropoon eountdH, tho fttota end oaUm!AtH in thie It.Udy will be ccm­
fined to l'.\lropotW r111.fugoee. 

tVen »1th tlleue U.mitat.1.0DD it h 111po2s1blo t.o rmte MtliH IROYoaeta io 
nn7 epoo1fic pol'iod 1t1thout tirot l'<U!.llliinlf the Q.1)1 iapoad•.l"ablea wblch Mft, 
to 'Do oon'11dered 1D &rriv~i at MT llllb11tant1ve ecmelusiona. 

AP<trt. fl"olll .o.nd in addition to the tng1c fd• of '1l• .Jeu .nil «etlve'imu­
Ho.cb un.:I o! all people in countrJ.ui:i over-l'Ql\ bl Gttnu111 uinoo 19)9, it n&T 
be ricll to r$.t'lect tor a 1~0111imt upon aomu of tn. •incitanto• o! the paat. 
deo&do wnich ho.vo also brought in thdt' nk• ~ ~uccH1to11 of ·mivos ot 
•reiil(";eeD• • 1• late nc l9J) there aitll wander.d arowut ~- hOllla).(tH -
end etatol•e$, hwidrede ot· tt10ue1.-.nlilo ot reftlgo•a frolll lm1'"1a• lfho, fo~ OllO 
rec.son or anothtir, were w:i.able or unw1llina io F4'Wm thue, ..ud YI!» l'IJPl'­
nei<t.(llJ. a. lOH8 .... t•ra legr.01 tNa tho ~a,-11 of t.he 1t1111dan ro\'Olutioo. t'be 
&paai&ih civil war ot l936/J8 ore11t44 .tin !'lddi\i~n8.l a.\1uu1 of toousitll.dJ of 
ro!u~eee, not s.ll. of whoa by llD1 -.an• were Sptin1shi alld t\18. a.Jorit7 of whoa 
were '1{,lndnllod to a prhOR-11.ke exle\elleo ln thll in\ffllJ!l!ift\ •Ml.Pl of eouthent F'l!uce. the occu.pl\Uoo ot' Austria, \hit Cl.ldetWland, .Ubsab, Bobetd,~rawha &nd !Ceasl, - all of the. linoici•t.tJt ill & \tQl"ld 4\\ peue,• eaoh ti.<lded llH 
sroU»s to t.be l•giouo G£ the watu1•1DI• 



_,_ 

lforeovor, in coa&ido1"1ng wbotber or not 1-.U.grimt.s to ti~ Uni.tad i'.itot1tlJ durin4 thtl l.&8t ~911 yeare !ren flll1 apeoitic 00\Ulo't.17 eho!.lld 01' 3l~~ld no\ oe counted av rotui .. n, it aeemtt 1leail'able to t.Gke thit broad•wt Yi~• of t.lw i"1.VJ.1eaUonu 'Jf Zuro..-an politio!tl GTeatu u.1io1.1 the 11v•p of pfll'S(IDI 1;!.t'ectad by t.Mtto f'gr W!Pli•- It. lllgbt llt !ir~t llfil tho\l.3bt tlu.\ Cl'll.i.«P(lllttt f1'0ill ltal.y ehoul.d be ngll.l'd•d M rat\lg••• onlJ' if thoy left. lt#l.J' ~£t"r J111u1 1.0, 19401 tho dt<te UJ3® wbioh 1\alr d•clwnd •a, <Ill hue. uad ilrHt brUdn. VittfftMi ru~i11tiuall7, bowner, i\ b nU bo'llll tu.t a ver1 l11rge mn1ber of ~eJ"fiOtH'I who e&il.£ratod tro11 ltttl}' wri.tla th• 1U1Ttt1:4ll 7et>re prior tG tnh W.n aneuld be counted u roi'ug•oo. Bou or tbOlll fl~ u JiOU­ti.ed refoseos t'Nlll t.bo Mutuiollni rolliHJ 00110 of i11ea volunU.111 e~d ta-nlno bae&Uae the,- d1Hgrelild I'll ~li tbo Italo-.Rtbiop1an ml' ill lC);)S, GI' with It~l~ 1nt@r•er•tion on the eldo of the Franco forc•e in tho ·~p.unieh CiYil \nr of l9J6/l9Jt!J llW.l.Y of tiho.se who Cl!tl8 treia tha foraer A.atwu ftl'Ol tlod aa rrei"u.iOWl in or>Jer to ~void t.ho ex<1luingo ot po1iultttimi wb1ob hld been ag.raecl upon, prior to the Dtil't 'bohoen Bitler nnd Mu1Jt10Un1, end which m>uld hri.n l'e­r.;uirfld t.llQ t.o BOV0 in~ tlw !io1chf f1'ial.ly, Binco t.hv nle of Ibq ~- a J>11rt11.er 111 t.hO Axt.a uau forocut by 11 large nWlllber of l blb.tu1 long l:iofore t,ho prv11tmt. ~, undoubtedly a llW!ib~r of lt.ditmn !'J.<1d ttwil' IU\Uve cowu, hofol"e 1940 in order t0 &void the 111tr-:d1on wblob tltoy felt wae intl't1tt\1>l.e ud ~blob eventually m~teri~li~ed in ffict. Thuo undoubt.dly a lnrgo but undotttr­lllinti.bls nubor ot Itelb.11 hnlgr!!IAtl'l to \be lmit6d ilt8.tt1a, nen during tho yoar~ bofo~a 19401 ob.luld D• r~gard-4 «• .1"9tuj•es. 
fakiafi all f~otoro into $COOun~, th~•!ore, it. wollld aeo= ttu&i \be cloa•*' 11pproxia.ti1Qll t.o t.he truth io to include cu\ rt1fugH11 all ~l'fltml'I ttha imrdfl'Aflod tt> the Unit.ed atat.11111, "1noo Jul.v l• l9JJ, f'l'flra t.110 countdes whieb tode.7 ue iaal~ded A~ ~oun\rieo ot KUro~oao r•fU&ee eaigration. 
Bo w.ueh il.a8 alr•ady boen •rit.teo about th~ barDal'O\lo fat• ot the I••• of EUl'Oii'B thut t.t\flr• ill l.1ttl11 to A<ld oa tt\e tiUbJect., ftXUopt to rep1ta\ th1.1.t ,·ney J~t'f in liit.l.111r territory h, end hAa been dnce l9JJ, eonderaned to ad«trllimition. •.nd it b little 51\ol't or a llliruol• tbtlt .. ,. or t.~ :&tanivo to thh ct..r. 

Unfcr\wiotel,y, wbGn ~a ooae to dotltut the oxp~e~uion •le•• ~ ti«nin tilld our­r..:!lvca it1 Hdou~ di.t'ticu.Lt.y. 1U.Ucir•11 definitlen i.ttclud~i; trunt11U'lds ·~ tneqa~lve» ~$11.V llDY Je~iah &£til14tione whatever.e~cep~ p.~rtial or romot. J~wl~h ~ncuntr.v. the Je~i~h p~o~ln 1\u&lf 1a dividGd on the lS6U91• there aro Je"e 1)7 roU,fi<m1 J11v&1 by hil'th, Jew• by rncl-.l recoi!,dti.OR, ~ud J~'•fl· lb tem11 of nd1ond @l.1J~•iraUon$. '.th• of.fici"-1 dtitud• of Uw gne~•. of 'he Unlt@a ~tat•D• et lGeat in t~t~o of tbe Dopa~taent~ oi' St.«te ~ Jus.t1c•, limtB not. •ttempt to 1rt•P!tl'o.\e Jniah 1-1araato tro"!4 ~&tdo.h 1me1g~l!llts. fh• •t*lt1st1aM pUblishad by tno .Dopa~Mient ot Just.ice, bb•.,,er, lt~ve 1U1.t1J. r9otmll7 claus~f1ed ~e flolnoew SJaeig.-.nts t.hoao peroon$ who ~.al~rod thmeeebetJ to b• of the Btlbl'elt vao.. Il.idoed, tbe ('4'1ly Wol'aition froa Which .t'.lltQJ'!,'11.1 "" b(I IJOA'IJ)il..84 ot IHialt lflillip$\10n to tho United Stoteci 1a 



tb!lt bM!ftl'i ~ t'""iw <i'30l.11r1>U;:,n~ of tbs !eniii.~tll t.li'lt tltt<rf flH 0J' tM !lltb!'{l~f x-"'ee. Xn a1.Nud.d«11roht~ tll!r; .f.aet, 111 "ill ~~ a'6Mhf!11• ·tm ·U. .~ niuut, t.b&t not BU .Jewiab ~itP-Mlt.S rill. have «eollit'ffd ti~J.yae to ~ or the Hobruw raoo1 on tb<# other h«nd, 11'*9 i•lll'U\J! 'iYbo ar4i aot J!Afv1U••• iA« 1~~n w1ll bav~ dool!Jl.!'8d tnemA~lv~9 to b& ~t th~ S•br~» t~~,. eitb~ ....... Ot>.U>'J$ tlll•for tb8 Nor-.mburg .l..-.!ll, thtlly 'i)'QP,.;, OlllHlMft.t'l)d tll bl~ J'@1lf$ b7 tlw k'l\b b;r retr1.,,>t1 o!" remn~ .r~mi.uh Mnestl'y, or bM&U"' 9111~wlttei:illy enoui;!b1 they m.a1 \l;lV6 found it e.a1dor t.o nHlll'<l .91irm!si..1on t.o lfeV<l>ll't .f~ li1\l.0~t-r~lled t<trrl t.t#ey 1f \ho: d~wlr·1f'W1 truineelVi!l.tt t,e,, be f)f tb4\ ll!Jbt<o'ift rnee., 

51noo Oat.<lher 19ti3t tho LltJ~'ilt't.111.,nt ,.t Jttn~h111 M l.ong@r Ul'3l.lli!ua tb. ".,. pro:i1Jion 1Rebr~n•' M •\ li!l\l'k l)f "1Htb.l. dJ.~t.foott..on~ and u. W>3Uld 11thi1t1 ~l'otoft tt\11.t nnl.e11ll li'J.Hl unti \ l'!QU!'> adllqnnte l!Wlhtn•ry 18 -"t up fol' t.rut pUrpose, l' will bt wrm1ut.tbl<t1 ea f.ro:o Novembw l9'~J, Mt 11eparaflQ 1M.bh OJ' BubH'lf bud ... lil'Mtn ~ non....1iur1etl or 11an·ll~bl'llll' iMigruts.. fol' thfl ttoiaent11 tute.t'Ol"o, we •hllll. 1V;v1,i tllJ be oonteu\ tl3 rlo.iine n J,.11.bh refU~ee ;rn fl. 1'0~09 who !'ht .. cl&~·oa lilia•~olf' to b• t1 .ltiw. Noremrel", ue shall hQ.Q no o\at:lnUtMl of theq pwp.43 WU.uu a lti11'1it1b re~oe l!'f)OO~a !UJRtJ•lt ns s»eh to OD• Ot' Olh•l'. of the oooi.U. agenai«s wlrtoh annlat~ 11il41(1l'Ants llJld which forwards 1tt recol'ded statlstiaa to n n&ntrnl body GB\ up tor thllt r.ur~ooe • 

.Finally, :lA conllidn.tng pt'Obl•IU of ~i:.t1on to the Unlted ~ittAt.lit1 l>lld. CU1peciill;y 111 conffUvi-ina t1guf'iJu relating to J41d.ish HfuguH, it lll.lU!t bit r.­snbored tha' \be oii.ioio.i. etatidi\So tako ~ccount. ot' two hpo"'6»t •dditional f11ct1J, Firot;, 30001nlt h Uken ot t.M; aow\17 (poat. Vel'sdllea aad. fl"hnoa t.rea:t.ioe) in ~b.iob the 1-1irant wa.@ boim. Second, aoaoun\ b ~of 'ihf.I ClOutlt.l'f (pa1Jt Vel"udllH and T!"J.amm ~l'•f4tba) in whl.oh ~h" 1M1BJ"Oi laot "*" tlided fov ono p>it.t- 01/' lil\lh• The follollin« oxnplH wtll eho'!f ®w wu·e-1 \he ~~plio~t1oa ot eithltr or tkeee fftCt» faf11 blJ in rel&tiu~ to ant e8t.iaa"'a tor tho i~tllre•- (1) A pt,raon, born 1n WGts&•, ~bo 11v~d Eor f1ft.y 7cara ill isrlle, imd tl\iili, af\Gr a 'r•1\i..i••' a~q ot t'l!o )'t1Al1'81 in 1r&lloo, is.tl1irflted to the Uaitud Ht111tu, 10 rt1corded u tmv1nt; i'ol.aud 110 hb e1t\Ul\r;r ot bbtn, (1tltbou,h lfaro11.w 11u J.n nu.nsi.a when b$ mu\ boni) s.nd a~ h•1VinAt Fl'snc• ·ao bl!* liu-1\ ponm .. noot l'l&ue o! v.inideneit. (2) A pereou bem in Trieitt, vb;) a1Dc• b1e U.tt111•7 lived for forty ytml'B 1n Brueoels, and t.hw, A.t'\n n •ret\lgea• e\lily ot t1i0 J•&Pt in Lund.Oil, h!ai,urat.ed to the United stit.tee, b ~o?ded ~a iui?ing 1\11111 u hb oount.ry ot birth (althou,b °h"ledo -. in Aui>tria wh4m bie. h!l bont) M•i 1'.:l · !1l'>vins ltngl.a&d il>S bi& lut pomGMDt pl.11.eu of re1d.d~C~h 

" •. 
I 
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Table IV Wld V of tba lltatbticml f•blee tJM• t!Ul.t. at \he pJ'HtlD\ tJ.q 
t.h&l"e t1ro believed to ff 3,1971000 lflfll• of r"ft.l&M ""'"" O'IH!de \M 
Uuit.\ld at.toe an.a Palestine (;001000 b .UU.~ w4 lld\l"fY. 00W1h+1u Nid 
in m>1r1ngha1, nad 2,m,000 in Oe~oatrolled lUl'ope). ... ANffld•.·. ''-if 
they l:lll desiffd and t18l'e ob to eue to the UnJ.ttCI sta.•, t.o till u. 
quoko fol' ii V6PT long \1u in ilUiJ tut.uh. Eva tu a. ..... emu i.us;u1ua 
Jawe, 11bout •~!:le fate the wont feel'a bll.ft beea (Q[Jlffalfld, nabtlJ' at 
lttat1t. W.,000 (1291000 u Allbd ll.lld lleutnl Cowtl'ie.ll ancl in ~1, __ _ 
a.Ad lJ,ooo in 0.l'lll!ny t.111d Al.1•tr1n), ill addition t.o Ill\ unknown fllUlber •UU 
existing 111 tllft depor11atton aw;pu in Poland, • a figur$ 1t~elf &l\lffloiea\ 
to !'ill ttw quot.as for tnwae covat.riee tor tho nu\ five yoai<1.t. 

It 1• 1wpo~a1blfl to fo:roeaet now ~any of '119»e Jewish t"Gf\lgtlfifl •ould 1M8' 
to a1t11k ll(l&i\tMo:t1 w t.he Uni.tad l;ltg\o,; or ho'll wmy of tbd 'IC>uld i.. attl•· 
to uemare tho nGeae~ar1 a!t1duv1to or otblrt~ doouaiftlt~t1cm Whiob"ould · 
c:uil1b!D t.hl!ll!I to ol>iaill vlmui fur &«oh 11.doi"a.11ce. . lt b l'O&e®lltble to 
mlP!fO&e, boti•••r, t..i.w.t & large sajovlt;r of thee ~111 tor a llllltb(ir of fear• 
utter tko wttr be unabl@ to tind ee0t1olllie, l'&l.i.ttiooit or rooiiU .t~ h 
tho coim\du wtio:ra t.ho7 nro ~t preHDt., uvoo 11' rm o,pt.ilnbUo T1ew 'bo 
t.nke of th1t 1·ceoiu,tri.io.Uon ,period to etm0. Jilt~h th• aubJac\ of tut.N 
1111!lll.grAt1Gll 13 under d1Geuaa1on 1A nevoral co\Ultrigffr including C:e.n&da# 
11.uetr4>l111, !ilow zeal.Md IUld o\b9ra, no dof1!.\itive pollq ha1:1 ,yet Gt!• ldd 
d01ID .t:o 1.1t17 or t.a.em. ot all tbe oountrioa 1o the world, <m.17 Clhiaa; i'doauaitt 
nnd the United 8t».to&1 .ll~ve dfl'Qlo~d policies which vemit bulk 11111111gl'at1on,. 
For l'&tuiona <ll.lt.itide th11 11cope ot tllb llll1ll01'«mda1 it &fffill o~l.f clftbt.t\il 
llb~tht11:• llll)' ~.vpNiob.blo IWllHl' of J~~hlt rot"i•H l!Ovld plan \o make th!? 
hmaGs 1n Ol.\1na.. th• fQture 11l.11'111cro.ti.ou i;ol1e7 of P~lHtine iii uncemla end 
unvi•&diot.w.blo. t'h\la t..1- United !lutes et11nde out. tA!l one of lilut priaot,U 
pl&e•a o! !\itl.lro pef'ar&nout oppol!"turtity.. tor a lll'A~lit®t.id ®l'l\;or of then 
J~tuh ra!uaaoo, IUld tao lo.ti• Jo•ion po.PuJ,a\ion of \he United a~~t•fi ha• 
ti0lloo<1vated t;b!& ud tiao -ct.di! itit deem to Mlp a11 aumy u po11dbl.e 
of too 1;oceluijees to find tW,J.r nttlf llou11 hi tho W!ititd t,htos. 

01' emu-ao, i1te ~bin'• et.atount.s are 111ado not U&Idndtully ot tile tact. tba\ 
f\ltillre nti'ugff aud l'ld-l"e!t.igee inmi.tWGtti to tbti United fJt11.t.H will tm:r4l7 
be ruade up •xoluoivoly at Iowa. At leaui, bo~~~j 1~ iu al~~~ tbpt taer. 
io no 'ba&h to any ~e11Uon t.tia.t t.hul'ft ate 110t .uuiousb ltid.i!h r~e.aii tlt.lll 
l.1~·b1~ to .fo1'1:1 a ft1iut1*1)J.e pool fol" futu'l'e hw1gra.tion to th!t United B~t&n. 



untm §l'Atp .tgtQMTlpn fOWD 
The bm1g&t1oil policy of the VnUod Ste.tea d.Uhi8 th• pa&tt. ~t.\U7 Mil boaa 9rttdic.t-ed Uj)(lll \ho tl'ad.U.10Slal. role ot Allerie• 4..ocino,j' bl oft..,._ lnfl asylum to t.~ pet>s•Oll\el.i ~ bouloua. hnd. • tla blsbeot . caMlCifP\• of huul\it.al"ill»hm, the pracUcG of \hie pol.!q dm'bsg tl\0 ltati\ 100 7••J>• hafl •aallled \lilWt~rd& ot t.i'd.ny 111illioll iaisruitt to 1mil4 1i9 ll'1' .U••• tm4 to lt.nd itow l!l®liA1e ttl1d OUlt.lU'al rppor\wd\iq in ltft &W•phuo l"tlii.th'<rl.7 !~tt~ Of r~cial, roJ.1giOUS or )?Ol1\l~P.l J'81'e.ov.\lOA. -

On eOW'.ltJ.~Bn OGC111.s1qna, too, tbi• polto1 btl.B ~ ~bown to bev& b&tn ot bfJntt:C'1 t. to the eomioilU.o IWd ~c;ebl J.tt'• ot ttw peo$'l• ot \be United mut:t.•. Hew skil.b, an ilboffJ'fi! in all nlU ot Ute, rmd tl'Mt jll'•s•nation tmd ~enlo~&At of ~ ut.a 0.nd t1eUlleu of \ti. oli llOl'ld b&•• 'rite 1.1.QUg t.llt•• ttAn~iblo bitnetit$. 

fhetJe rt1HOM e.ro u11 co~eat t.odny u11 over before-in OUJ' hbtoJ.TJ perbl&pa lllOl'fll "°• J..n ttiat t.odJ17 l'f& a.l'e (tl)g~&d in .i; lUo 1111d deat.h ufiruallt to lllQ1o. tain OW' tradiUonal et?.ndu.:h• of oultur@ tmd eoono:tiy. 

rr- 'tbo point. ot •1ow ot tti~ NtU&flea, rm add1Uon!U !t1.cwr nffds to lie tuan into •coount. frlloU~"'lly nor.r fffugoo 'lfho ha,11 1n1Sl'o.tud to tbci United ~tato~ durin" thtit l~ot tlocado Wl.6 pertorrJe 3Uff~d ao~tion troia zaa•blars of Mn ieedi~ti; falllil;r. lfuabtmda• wiwa; cbtldro&n ~d p~t.w t!J'o ~paratced, aaot 111st"Oly by J,000 111ile8 of GMM, bu~ by thi; f:iV0'1\or ""1t m.dcb 4~~ht#n t.t101Je l1v111g in treedon fhi\\ t.hOllltt ttd.athg in iab'"'11 WM\ and i)(lr~"ution. 'l'lui .i.a~nt Mid avo~3 Ar41t1'icnu1 will tJtmt. h to Gft•I" 1io \heC!le e1eJJ&r•t.d onH Ulm ouane., of 11. l'llm&ion in tl bn4. ~f fl'Ga40il!. 

Thu a,1iplicf.itien of tho U~i\ed Dtl).t.H IQ~rat.1on bw• oalb fol' th• p&mhrd,ve 1&1'fmt.1i11I or <illQta vbu.o on tao b1u1h of tho othnic t1dg.tn Gf tho iaigrqta. For th& p11rpo~(i)a o! t.hia mc..~<>ranl\\lllt it ~ci HIN\i\tm tbAt. t.be quota• "1ll r....s.n 1r;1.1 thoy ~re .. t preeeist., 11t lcr&$t._.to.r tbu '*llle be:tr;g. 

fa t.l» Pl'Ocodiol'et<l t)f th!J ot;a\6 lkijlal'l!ll•n~, wbicb ii; th111 dtif'&l't.lll&t. Qf t• lln1too :litt>t.;,ie gov4>nutffltt H#J>Ol'd9.lbl.e tOl' tbtt 1u~• of v1Dll.lll, applluiloa• to~ Yiaan in behdt et itmig.\"mtll from in l\ll eoun\itbl.I ~f ttt. wot-ld, o~pt tlwl Srit1~h ifum~w•~lth and t.hb Wentent S.alaph4Jte1 euai be u~baitte4 to the :.>taw i1~p1u-tmffnt &Ii lU\11b1n~;m foll' !ld'deor,y' Appro_tal befoi-e tne 1-t&l'Aat Ctt.a\ hir.1~13.U "P~lly ·t.;t t!to !Jitiwd fitntoe Uoftmsl ~:rt. bis hoste for tn. ac-t'lllll vbfl w bC! i~aU'3d. flll.w proeeil.ure, iMJJl,ntnt.U M ~ v.;az+ lllJ"-l!IUPO ifl Jul~ 19411 1' l'lfi!lilt>Har-Hy frrut$l1t wUti nenl'fidijl'flble delays. -



n ii.I oatluttad that lliPPl'Odatit.ly ,,_ of \he retua ... who hue 
l:lt'1'1Ved la the United St.at9111 ~ thit last tf,a 7"H br.1\1 
ll•\tled Ill !low Iork C1ty, ~u. I.Si ll.iw• flladlt their ho ... Sa Gtbel' 
~mm1Uos. 

AUo1:1r1ng tor tho t&et tbd mealy all ttht re!""* ••rived 1il 1,.w 
Ior• Gi\7 a• t.MJ.r port of wt17 to tih• llntte4 Sta.we, t.be lli11'$J11>t>­
u.m ot Hfug•H l!etUect O\Udde lhnr fork Oi fi)' ifl U.ael,f a l'.ital'k­
A-l:Jl.e aoW.nuent.f QYe11ih914'H, 1t aat be tftlt tbut gHt,tftt' et-~ 
lg.to et\ould bo il'ilt® f.n t.lle fUture to HtU.. a GYM l&q•r wu~ 
tion Qf ialtero!lllt.ei "'t"1 l'NM ••11 Iork Clt7. Those efto&'l1. DY,~ , 
t.4ke tW. tor.a. ptinl.Y ot lll.Otr.e tatuJJliye pr~1itbt1on od.u'9.~i0h 
fol' ~he nolutoa"N in th•itt oount.riea et eml11rGtionJ and f1'~%>tl1 ot 
;>;ili+e ir.v;(ln,;ive int;,rpl"tlutian to tiw nfugoes on t.h•U ~n111.i, n~ 
to M\& uv1lfJrt\.lni t.iulil Uld Clodrabil.1 ty ot their Httling ill ~1 ... 
t3.ll1.1 othGr t.bnn tin York Cit.1» 

Tlw mAecHtl t'J! IAlob a 9rotfl"l41l11 1111d even too dottroe to 111huh 1t ~ 
be iatt(u,1pt.nd, d~110ndg pl"inui~&.lly ur;on the williflarutea o! t1onvn1 .. 
tiu11 outllide flow fork City to •levttl<Jp vlma fot' tb• in~ogl'dion of 
netr-ttOti~fl 1u tti.b loeaUUe1>. fh• mnohiuel"y tor local uot.Uwiuta• 
alrndy exiat.a ill the blmdroda ot retw,100 oot!llaittees aat up through.­
out thtl £1nH'lid Bwt.:10 ~Ilg tho past fi'vo ~u·a b7 tu thlt1ont.l 
ltf.iu~cc a.,niee. ~amt im now l'e(t~h'~d 111 fl ~~l'efttl studf b7 theH 
1.>omaunHior. of tib.fJ Uipl1eat1ona of--·tb.in l!IHllWen<iU!ll and Ml llltiu.Uon 
!1':>111 t.h.o 1u1 w thoir will.!.ugn1!1ite nnd ability to inteneify "1 tho 
futlurv t!ud.I' l.lUH&l!ts!'uJ. WOl'k of tbe pgc1,rt.. 

.. 



TML& I 

IiaJ.aruta w u.a. by G®Dtl'iea ot Bi'J"th (lf 
11417 l, 193) - .rua. JO, 194} 

hl!cted Cgya)Eitt of htpw IJi.mUat . , 

Oowitrz:. 1£ &!~£.lib ,22 l!DDuti;t. ~- illm" !mmau XeJ.tl l&c>rey (9} :§tlAAhd CoUfltriH 1111.lrar. hrwtt l!B&lait f<tl'SW 

lt$lgiu l,,304 l,471 .95 j.eoa 1.28 
liml5&l'J.Cl lOO 200 I .lJ 711 .as C1U1cboBlonk.la 2.,ff'/4 1,os2 4.54 .16,69) :;.6J lhmaig, P'l'M City ot lOO ,,., .23 S31 I .18 Dbnal'k 1,.181 !lS .04 a,Zf 4 . .,., 
&ltonia ll6 -·· S70 .19 FiDltmd 569 " .011 2,695 .91 Fnuloe ),0116 2,095 l • .:JS 8,4'11 2.86 
<lel'JWl)" {in.oa AtlB111'ia) 27,YIO 97,)21 62.60 la,516 41.)S Groeee 'JO? 117 .as 6,342 2.u Uimgury 8fll 4,.U? :t.6' 7,5~8 2e'4 It!\ly ;.002 9''.J .61 46,9U 15.81 l.ll.t.Vi& 2J6 930 .w 113.JS ·"' Lithuania JS6 l,696 l.09 2,180 .94 Lunmburg lOO 206 .1; :m;B .10 Jletl1erl:mde J,l!>) l,439 .96 4,9ll l.66 Uona1 2,377 J1 .02 J,9!11 l.3) Polend 6,524 'n,744. 17.84 ""·''2 u.,s 
Ru!&im.La m 2,719 l.7, 41SJ8 l.Sl SQviet RuJUJia 2,112 6,34) 4.oa 10,2-41) 3.45 Spain 252 J9 .01 .3,&?6 1.22 Iuioelavia 845 J.5J .29 s,401 l.a~ -Total 60,640 -·15~,.424 100.00 ~0,494 ioo.oo -

al CmmlEl.11 
?otul fl'Olll all CO\lntries l;l,'n4 Mh7'6 '+l 136,230 (/J 
E - !!leti~ut.d. 
fJA - not avail;ible. 

(l) 

(2) 

?ho tol'lil '1-1;xPallb' 1iull1ldoe ~uot. iliudgi'antaJ buebmd!j
1 
,finu tu1d 

ch1ldr4'n of U.ij. oit.ill01u1J and minb~l"a and pi'o!turnorl! ~tl thail' ld.•es 
mid ~l'l'ied chill.Wen. 

(3) 

Tbe count.rios aelucted are thQ~e •blob h~V• ~~ under the control ot G~7 
flUH3G l93J. &1.nc\\) tna u.s.e.a. docs not nol'l!mlly pemtt eaigre.t1on or 1mt1-
cnttoa, ~rantl"! bol'l1 in Bovi•t Ru.$~ ru..v~ boun included in tlut tallle OJl 
t.ne u~tion tut th97 uu.e fl"Olll amultl'bs other ~ u.,g.s.R. and thfi\ the1 
e.r& unable io retum t;o the couatl't of thoir bil"ttt. 8p3in iu tllao lnaludfld in 
tl\a ta'ble OeOtlUH1 &ltho\lgh not imdet" t,ho C-01\\t'QJ. Of Qe~7t MD\ Of it1t 
eai.1rante ti_\t'F(i hHll re~a. . . 
The tigUl'Gif"of toW inisrantn &re tpen trot! the •.li'tioit1l ~letrnea ot' t.tw 
D&piu-tmant of Jusuao, .Imdgl'-ll.tioo md liJ&\ul!'ilbat1on ~l'Vic111 fqr tllit ,. 
year ;.ieriou Ju.q .i. 1 .i.933 through June JO, :C94J. ,. 

(4) Tiiese figures inc,,,ude nutives of non-quotloi countries. 

- --~~--~~:;~ ~ -~: - 1 
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R9£1f!teftd Alleu:i 1J& \h8 tln1tsd SUws 
hcnber 31, 194~ (l) 

lif;lgl Ulll 

CaeobonlGftlda 
1.len'Wlrk 
11nlalild 
.France 
Ge.1'111atl)' (ine. Auotri~) 
<lr0oce 
li&U<:tm.ry 
lwlr 
i..-..tvia 
L1t!tw:-nb. 
.lfothlll°lands 
Norway 
Pobnd 
Rmwnia 
oovict tmaeie. 
81>aio 
ru~oalavb 
0thel' Europe (inolUding 

li"1.11u.11J., lluna:Lg,, 
Ei!t.onia1 ·Lwleabuf..th~"W• 

15,'166 
72,668 
29,'U.2 
~-O,J24 
J3,J-'4 . 

600,Bl9 s,,;19a 
llti,616 
695,J6J 

7,QS4 
S61 BJ5 
J:<',4l9 
67tUlS 

442,!153 
32,16.4 

366,842 
39,670 
55,'XM 

Tllo tt>h.l nwabtft' o£ AU. flag1atered .Uiena 
•as ~••••••••••Q••••••••••••• 4,921,4,3 

(l) PeP#rt~ent or Juet;iae, I~iat'•tion ~~d ~~tura.l14~t1~ 
Sonlc«t. · 



Wll.i HI 
ll@W MR WEWA! iJB 

Coimtrh~ o.f Mrt.b of '"" ~Y tie!'l01bed &~ Q.,.l,«j»n.tW& ft<>111, f.n4 tta'ti114 
t.!l&il" pe~wt pl111cea of' l"•eidenl)1l u, a • .....,,. .ud Au•im. 

691~!!.I fda IDA (2 
cu'htad Uuaa 

AUlltri:i. 
Cattolwalun>.kb 
.h•onco 
Ge~ 
lti.in.gal"y 
L tvb. 
L.i. thutmia 
tl41th&.riAAde 
i'olh.ud 
Rummi«. 
;'.lov l <l ~ rt.w rii« 
YUJ.:>til11viu 
OthAJ' C<)U1l'tl""l~t?. 

'i'a~-.l 

s,:u1 
.3,882 

u,t.J? 
J'19,4>9 

2,295 
J.,2'6 
l.,420 
l,099 

82,072 
3,l.34 
i.17M 

!l,455 

49),613.2 

·' .a 
2.J 

76.0 ., 
.J 
• .3 
.a 

l6.4 
.6 
.9 

.:..1 

lOO.O 

(1) td.o r}l~1.1i><1111;J\giwn 1.::1 Dtmt.i>c.h<m Raiuh 

.lllUt.r. 

no,9a, 16,,.,, 

22,100 

w,JOO 
i,762 

2,210 
552 

l'.H.,.484 

lf\'f!IU -- !IESU!U 
42•.3 84,222 u.~ 
e.1 3.0,4S7 ,.o 

u,6n l.? 
.11914'9 '4.9 

i.2 ~,)9$ '·' 1,266 .2 
l,420 .2 
l.,099 .1 

JJ...7 148,:na 2-l., 
1.1. 5,900 .? 

4,742 .. 6 
l.«~ a,.n.o . .) 
~5 6,WI .9 -

lOO.O 69.l.,166 100.0 -
~lt11.ti.1Jt.it.: <iui\! v~ut.tHJhfln ft1delul - B~nd 451, lfolt s, ~It 14 - .i'iorU.n l~J6 
On Jun0 16, l'/JJ, o! t.99,682 proffJlltling Jew~ in ~l(Jl'iiWlJ1 'J7!.),.4J9 caro born 
iu Cera¥.ti)". t. tlU"thlr.r 7)169J ;m1•0 bol_'!l e.n .folloH•-

Pohmi, 47 ,.1.59 
Aiuitria. J,237 
Li, tvill 1 1 266 

$ovht Rum.Jut t.~ 11.2 01H1ohoslovub J ,ss2 
~i~ J,138 UWl6~Vy 2,29, 
L1tbU1!1111u 11420 ftctnevl<'lJtdu l 1099 

Other mcnm aotmtl"illi& 5,1+55 . 
nm rwMaindor, 46,550 were bom in f!'lt'lllflf' thn.•mw:i· ~t>ritoriett lon\ b.f the 
'J.'l:"oaty of V~rl'Jt'lillllot ~md ti.ro oet1Eniocl to h:Avc b~ tio1•n ~!¥ folldlillilJ• 
'l'i'& - 34 1913' in i'ol.and • • .. • • 2')'£ • U,&)7, in 1l"M6\lt 

(z) J)h Julien ilieutu tinu l::ltailati.~ob.o ~t.udio ... t-t .. L' .. ntit; Wion, 1927 
Lt• 1925, there 1<~1.'e i'i:Ol15l.J Jiii<~ !Mi AtUit.¥'14• vt thb illll\lhet' 8511 :C:a7. V!Ut'O 
born in &uu~rlr. (77,it-O .l.t'I Vi.oon<>, '11967 in otileir ~tu-t11 ot k>u.tU-141). 
The- r®'dnd.ir1 ll61ii861 'qr'G ~m Ol:d~ol.de AUllfjlli&• . R. 0,Pjl*ll~ill!. !ol'l!lEil' 
l~~.d«<r of t.h1' Aur.~ll'i.r;n J''7wbh ~ity, ei>t-it1:ute!# ffhlo Pttmber to MTG 'bew 
bovn ~u1 .follow1n- · 
Caeo-llo0luva1d.u1 15'1; ittm(64-S'1'1 ~L Poliind, t-vh ~.nu, 2.~1 
Iu11oulG-V!b1 ~i Oth~r <.~untr-1*•,•ll• 
The 11bov0 table ifl oo•pilru! by :l'e.btina thue ft,gttl'H w tho 1914 Allu'lr1an 
C'.i!H>lH~, ~!UOtoo t;y tbB Am~ricim J'lll111Iih lDu SQo)t l!,N '1Qnt1d.l>illa 191,.484 J&fflh 
lrlfel'i\'latio.n liltl.P!J.U.§.4 by the. Jitw1.t$h lilbt'M"t ot: llll'ol"lllatioo1 N*A"'Jol"k• 

.. · 



In l'J)J tnsve wore· 3821676 liowe ill Gel'llDl\7 who had bHn bom eii1hff' 
.l.iJ G~t'rAMY OJ' Au11uu. 

In J.~.H4 tlle1•0 mitre 8019g!) l•Wlfl 1n Au11t.l'ia 111ho !lad betln bom 1n Auatrri.e..· 

ln tJ.l, t.lt'1rofore, t.hen 'lier& 463,661 n11.t.he bOttl JH11 1n \1W111anf 
®d Auotri11. 

Of tllh number 97 ,J2l Mff ilrim1.ar11ted to tho United St.uteep ll.nd 1t 
is el'ltlilaud 6hat J!S.465 hll•ff illud.gt>o.ted to P&leetins. (lJ 

Thoro NJm&in, tl~nrore, JJO,a?S ant.in born Geman ~~d Aut<trian 
J<1wa wimH f!ltlt noode to be detem1ned. 

falole IV e11otbat.eu that 129•000 of \Mn 1:>re now in Allbd or 1.u~utral 
C;)Ufltri~a or irl Uht;nalliti. 

'l'!!.bJ.o V H\il>lAitot11 tb&t. 13,000 ot th$m £Fe 1;t1ll .living in Gornan: or 
A\113~1'14. 

The 00.ll!.lllee of U@,675 JWst be prel'lwa~ dead or in deportation eaiaps 
ill .Polnntl. 

(l) AcoerdU$' to the Pti.b&tlue t:OVEl\."n!ltmt Depu>tmmt of l!i4;ration, 
)2,~l$ eativ& ~ Ooi"il«in ~nd !u~trillll J~w~ 1llllliljl'$.tOd \<> Pal•~tia~ 
11uriiti! tlm period 19J!>-l941. 

Accordifig to too u.-s. lJeP'U"~Oli\ of. l\Yltlico, mig1.'at1on and 
ne.tura.J.hation tfllrrtae, 9010!16 neiUve bom flormm and '4ustr1nn Saws 
lmdg'°'a.t.od to the United BtatH «ving the pet"iod.19),_1941. Tho 
tiaurou ftJJ' I'i.\loat.ine ~n beCG adjt.Wf.Od in tbb HWaat.• so cte t.o 
bear a like rell\t1on \o the fl ,Jal· llnti•o. bom G•~ran ttnd · Austriu 
J@w!! who itaipat..d to tne United :->tttt&11 dudq too p0rtoo rrolli 
July l, 1933 \bf'Ougb .Tuao ,301 194'• · 

.. 



tmg D 

'l'ile tigur1;m 14uot.l)d below ru-o oaU!btoo m.&,l.lj1lied by the Affricc 
J~il'ili11l Joint Dbtl'ibtlUon CaaiUM Oil of fe\ll'\1#.f'f n, 1944•-

Gre~t llJ'ittdn. 
CMnda 
!..<'. t.in Amorica 
i5Wi!tierl 
ZnitHl'lmd 
B}lain 
Port.ugal 
llQr\h Atria• 
~Jwlgbd. 

To uaioh nhoul.d b~ 4ddod l,\ll unknown 
nmiber la 'l'ui:-li•;v, Iran, !:.1N1 
Auetruil;., flew Zeal31\d 1 13out.b At'r.Lca 
end ot.h@r plati\lt> or tttmvoral'Y ro!UpJ 
p.robal>ly l>01. lOlllti t.hau 

On th9 buit! ot comploted 1ud.ant10D to tho 11n1ud St.tu !Wd 
f&le5tino £or ~bit ye~ra l9J3•l94l, tbi~ fift\U'~ of 3001000 'tOfl1 
be Oll!tif!latod to Mff Ol.'igJ.na\od M fol.loni - ,. (1). 

Eem in Genim1 (1no. Autttrie) 
jlum in i'olNld 
Sorn in Rwwlia 
Horn in O~echoslovatd4 
&om in k~viet Ra11.ta 
So:rn in Ot~ Count.1'1•• 

- -
-



belgii.mi 
Ilulgariti 
OaliOhoal.ovnlitia 
i"b1bnd 
france 
Qol'H87 
Atl.::rt.:&"ia 
Greoee 
llunttary 
ltnl.y 
Le.t.vk 
LithWIDia 
J.Au.oabul'g 
hthet'l.alld• 
tol&nd 
l\uaanift 
~OllllaV.i.& 

Total 

Z&DH! 

{l) Thie :tipre 1lleludeo 200.000 .:Jt tti. aml'TlTlns d•pol"tM• 
~ Centnl 6a4 flestern!.Urope, 111'.ld pve.waably bioludH 
at. l®et. aon fr1t111 0.l'lllatlf imd · Auat.l'it&e 

Tile above tl.gure111 &l'G \Aken fl-Qm fable· 1 (pase »:J) of ait).eJ.'la 
'film 'fear Wu Ou the Jewa .. lJulti tate of lewbh AffUJ'o of tbe 
Aiaericfm Jewbh ConpeH. 'tllit7 l'•let• to S.ji~ l.9.43 $l1d en. 
quoted u publbhed n.cep\ for autbol"itatbe NIY11lone. RHult­
iug, 1.10 d-o\lbt, fro• e.r.t'ul rc-aellrcb, tho7 aro tittUond to 
ro.~r•~ea\ one of the least opt-s..t.etic viewpoin.to• 

.. _._. 

..· 



\:<>I' 

Dear Mr. Beck: 

,J • '> 19w !. :, } !t:J 

As you may know, the War Refugee Board will be 
dissolved on September l5th. Because of your deep 
interest in the work of the Board, I am sending you 
herewith for your confidential information a oopy 
of the summary report of its activities. 

It was only through the cooperation of the 
private agencies that it was possible for the Board 
to bring some measure of relief and hope to the 
suffering victims of Nazi oppression. I wish, there­
fore, to take this opportunity to thank you on behalf 
of the Board for the support and assistance rendered 
by your organization to this unique humanitarian 
undertaking. 

Sincerely yours, 

\'iillfam O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

Mr. Joseph Beck, 
~~9110ona]. __ !l-~!,~ee _!!!'_!!.~.~J-~.ln~, 
~3 entre ~~ree~, 
New York, N. Y. 

Enclosure. 

FH:hd 9/5/46 
.. 



Dear 91rs: 

For your infol"llmt ion and that of other 

interested persona, this is to advise you that, in 

view of the early termination of the War Refugee 

Boa.rd, over-nll responsibility for the Rmorgenoy 

Refuffee Shelter nt I•'ort Ontario, Oswego, Nevi York, 

has been traneferre!l from the War Refugee Board to 

the Department of the Into1"'1or. 

I 

Very truly yours, 

ir1orenoe Hodel 
Assistant B:xeoutive Direotol" 

National Refugee 3erv1oe, 
139 Centre street, 
New York, New York. 

6/26/45 
•. 



Telephone: CAncil 6-5000 

OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE 

William Rosenwald 
Honorary Presidenl 

Joseph P. Chamberlain 
Chairman of Iha Board 

Charles A. Riegelman 
Presidenf 

Alexander S. Keller 
Chairman of Executive Commilrell' 

I. Edwin Goldwassar 
Mrs. Wolter A. Hirsch 
Gustave H. Ka11n 
Daniel E. Koshland 
David H. Sulzberger 
Poul Felix Warburg 
Dovid M. Watchmaker 
Henry Wineman 
Morris Wolf 

Vice Presidents 

Richard S. Goldman 
Treasurer 

Slonley M. Isaacs 
Secretory 

Eugen& l. Ach 
Alexander E. Arnstein 
Wolter H. Bieringer 
Herman W. Block 
Monroe Goldwater 
Horry Greenstein 
William Hober 
Adolph Held 
Joseph C, Hyman 
Carlos L. Israels 
Mrs. Henry lltleson 
Stonlay J. Konn 
Milton W. King 
Thoodore Lavin 
Mrs. David M. levy 
Clarence E. Pickett 
Edwin Rosenberg 
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher 
loon C. Sunstein 
Louis S. Weiss 
Jonah 8. Wise 

Exoculive Commillee 

Joseph E. Beck 

Executive Director 

I . ~ 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 

soecial delivery 

Mr. Benja:nin llkzin 
V:ar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Wo.shington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Akzin: 

March 5, 1945 

I shall be in Washington on Wednesday and early Thurs­
day morning and I hope you will have some time to see 
me either late Wednesday or early Thursday morning. I 
plan to call your secretary sometime on Wednesday to 
arrange for a mtitU&lly convenient time. 

Amonr the ouestions I would like to/discuss with you 
are the developments on the I-13§ project; the status 
of, "exchangees 11 who came on the Gripsholm, like the 
Weiner children - Ruth Hanna, age 17, Eva Else, age 14, 
and Miriam, age 11. 

Would you please give my regards to Paul McCormick and 
thank him for having sent us the list of 150 11 exchangees"? 

ASP:VG 

SiZZ::.7C7~ 
Ann S. Petluck, Director 
Migration Department 

.~, ~Iv..~ 
)4,,;1_,j, lt). ~ 

/U~cf 7. 

·,_, . 

.. 

I -'4 ,?.-l'a. z.., ~I 
l ... > ... ~"-..... ~ 

A DECADE OF REFUGEE IN 
<·. 

AMERICA AID 
War ReHef Control Board Rt!g. No. 5?0 



'r 
.,. ltlJ.e. N.e• lotk lbw#~ 

MAR 1 1945 
~-···'.'. -~ 

I ;ELIEF UNIT TO OP·~ ~=i~~:; :h.aJb~.'.:)~~!r.e ;~A~~~~==1 I 
• cted an unyielding refusal to {n· 

AIGN de tand the Importance of Pa rs· . 

i TS OWN CAMP ~~~\~v~~:.\~h~!~r'::~t~~.!;t:f\;; 
dynamics of rehabilitation In Pales­

. . tine, which has given security to 
National Refugee Service Will over 300,000 refugees since 1933-

. virtually as many as the res.t of Seek $1.444,330 for Exiles the world combined." 
in the Untted States Differences Are Disclosed 

An official of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and Welfare 

The National Refugee. Service, Funds disclosed for the first time 
which has shared heretofore in yesterday the nature ot the finan­
funds raised by the United Jewish cial differences between the Joint 

1 Appeal, announced yesterday that Distribution Committee and the 
: it was undertaking a separate United Palestine Appeal. It was 

330 f these differences, along with the I campaign to raise $1.-144, or issue of hfw much emphasis wfs 
refugees in the United States. p 

1 
ti hi h 1 d 

! Meanwhile it was disclosed that to be givi a es ne, W c ' 
'new efforts to arbitrate differences to the di: olutlon of the UnlUd 
'between the Joint Distribution Jewish Ai; eal. 

1 Committee and the United Pale- The JDC, this official said, hJ.d, 
stine Appeal, principal members of proposed that the first $25,000,000: 
the UJA, had broken down, .and raised be divided 60 to 40 per cent 
that each group would continue in its favor. The UPA said the 
with plans for separate campaigns. 60-40 division was acceptable tor 

, The refugee organiza\ion's plans the first $10,000,000, but Insisted 

I were announced by Edwin Rosen· that the $25,000,000 should be al­
berg, first vice president, who said located on a 58-42 basis. 

' its carefully devised program of A compromise proposal that 
'.aid and adjustment has helped $17,500,000 be divided on a 60-40 
·thousands of recent immigrants basis was subsequently accepted 
'. find ]heir proper niche in Amer- by the JDC, but rejected by the 
ican ' anomic and social life. UPA, it was learned, after which! 

"A erica is now drawing its arrangements for the individual· 
i tang1 le dividends from the ref- campaigns were undertaken. 
1 ugee who found haven here in the Under the individual campaign 
I past," .\Ir. Rosenberg said. "The arrangements, each of the principal I refugees who are in our country's Jewish welfare organizations will 
i military services, the refugees who ,present separate requests to each 
I are giving their lives side by side local welfare body, creating the 
1 with their American brothers- possibility of a dispute In each In­
, these arl:!' the tangible products of sta:nce. 
! our country's granting asylum to~ Whereas UPA concentrates Its 
the persecuted." efforts in behalf of Palestine, the 

i Local Agency to Continue oint Distribution'. Committee .~ls 
· . known to feel that the year 18ko 
1 :\Ir. Rosenberg explam~d that .the presents a number of probleJl' s 
'i':ational Refugee Service w~uld throughout• the ravaged areas t. 1 

I se<'k its finances from the Umted Europe anc\ advocates• a progr I 
Jewish Appeal of Greater New that will 8olve as many of them as 

I York, which will contmue to func- possible. 
1 

.~ · -
r tion as a purely local agency and -~~---·----
1 from the various welfare funds 
1 and local community campaigns - · . .. 
throughout the country. 

Rudolf G. Sonneborn, chairman 
of the National Council of the 
United Palestine Appeal, released 
a letter he had sent Sidney Hol­
lander, president of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Ftrds terming the JDC's accept­
an e ~f a new arbitration proposal 
as "tantamount to another rejec­
Uo of arbitration." 

dlcatlng that the UPA consld­
ereed Palestine the para · • 
sue- in this year's campaigns, r. 
8onneborn said: "The insistence by 



November 28, 19~~ 

Dear Eph: 

The material on the Camp Crowder situation 
arrived this morning. I have discussed this with 
Dave Niles, and he is reluctant to participate. 
He reports that matters of this nature are generally 
handled in a manner indica.ted by the War Department. 
He did not seem at all surprised that the President 
does not customarily write to individual units. I 
am sorry that I could be of no assistance. 

Enclosed is a recent report released by the 
Board. Although Joe Beck has a copy, it occurs to 
me that you may be interested in having one also. 

Cordially. 

Albert Abrahamson 
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SL.J'ICE. INC. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

FROM November 27, 1944 
EPHRAIM R. GOMBERG 

Dear Jim: 

/ The attached from my old friend Roman 
Slobodin is self-explanatory. Your help 
in obtaining a letter from the President 
(as per the attached suggested draft) is 
earnestly solicited. 

It is a little out of my line to serve 
as a channel for an official request of 
this sort, but becauire I see its important 
morale-building and public relations value, 
I am passing it on to you without hesitation. 
Needless to say you will have my personal 
thanks as well as those of Camp C~owder if 
the President•s greetings reach there in 
time for the December 2nd occasion. This 
would mean that it would have to be trans­
mitted by mail certainly by Tuesday or 
Wednesday of this week. 

Regards. 

Mr. Albert Abrahamson 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 

Washington, D. c. 

Sine~~ 

Ep~~ ~~berg 

~·::.: .. _ .-----. - -··~· 

..· 



Mr2 Ephralm R. Gomberg 
National Refugee Service 
139 Centre St~~et 
tlew York 13, N.Y. 

Dear Eph: 

. ·l r..--

:~_ 

Hq Det, 7th Regt 1 ASFTC 
Camp Crowder, Mo. 
November 22, 1944 

Sbce ~·ou 're more or less accustomed to having the Army, Navy and Marines, 
not to mention the State and Treas1u-y Departments ask you offhand to solve 
their little rroblems, I trust you were able to take in stride my phone 
call re;:iuesting first 3.id for the Signal Corps. 

If you can do :mrthing about it, various i;enerals and colonels, not to 
mentlon one acting corporal, will be most grateful, and it will go down 
in um!ecorded history as another of those "achievements of NRS which for 
obvious reasonB cannot be generally publicized, 11 

To repeat what I told you hurriedly on the phone, the scenario is this: 
December 2 will be the thirc' anniversary of tbe arrival of the first 
troops at 01 if c~Nider, the largest Signal Corps training post in the · 
world. This date has been selected as occasion for a bill morale-boosting 
ceremony and er.tertainment in our Field House, to which everyone is . 
invited, On November 17 I wrote Steve Ear]3, asking for a message from 
FDR. I sent him a draft,. ·copy of which is enclosed, 

Today I phoned Earzy's offfce~ In his absence from Washington, his 
assistant, Miss Myrtle Be2naeim, tol me the matter haci been referred to 
another presidential secnetary, Hazlett (spelling uncertain), who now 
handles such requests. Hazlett was also aWfJ¥ 1 and his assistant, a 
Miss Winegar, told me it would be taken up by him on.his retiirn after 
the week-end. 

Now, we are anxious if possible to receive the letter in time f_or repro-

~
uction in our camp paper appearing before the event. For this purpose 

it would ~ave to be here Wednesday •. Furthermore,_ I'm a little. apprehen.si .. v·e 
of the thing being stymied in Hazlett's office, because Miss Winegar · . 
aid it 11isnt customary for the Pr?1aident to write to individual units." . 
hat, of course, is the old oil. There's no law against it, and this 
oat is large 1111d important enough to merit Presidential attention. 

Nevertheless, !f we can't get anything else, one of thpse indirect 
messages "The President has told me to extend •• · •• etc" ·would be 
better than nothing. 

Of course, I skipped all, kinds of "channels" in .writing direct to the 
White House in my own name 0 In doing so, I need hardly say, I had·.:·the 
unofficial encouragement and approval of The Brass. , 

. I 
l .. 
·r 

~:" ! 
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I think it 1e perfectly amazing how, for a fellow so far away~ I can 
manage to get in your b&ir almost al!! much and aa iJlll1l frequentJ.y·as 
when I was right do'Wtl the hall. I might as well be back therel 
(In fact, possib%r this could be arranged in the not too distant 
future, unless you duck fast), 

Now, I haven't said a word about the magnificent letter you wrote 
on my behalf for OSS. I read it over a couple of times, trying to 
recognize the sterling character whan you described and endowed with 
my name. If I'M that good, I think I should apply for a General's 
commission at once. 

Seriously, Eph, it was swell, and I'm deep~ grateful to you once more. 
Needless to Bfr{f, it has gone off to Sgt. Friediger. Now we'll see what 
happens, 

Life continues to be slightly hectic for me, I always seem to manage to 
involve myself in things that require my staying up all night. At any 
rate, I'm beginning to become known around here as a character who is 
forever rushing from one place to another and in and out of offices. 
'Ii J : Lt I'm building up a reputation for being so busy that no one 
dares trouble me about any mere routine office work. The trouble is 
I!!! busy,at least part of the time.) Why can't I develop the faculty 
of seeming to be terrifically at work when actually I'm taking life 
easyi II 

My brother got back from the Pacific a couple of weeks ago, and proceeded 
to marry a pre-overseas girl friend of his in Boston. I got a J-day 
pass, and by stretching it some, managed to get to NY for a few holll'a, 
spending three days and four nights on the train ._ tor the purpose. 
It was worth while, however, to see the kid (he's a lieutenant jg now 
with strings of "fruit salad" on his chei!!t) and see that all is well 
at home with Claire and the boys. Her great troubli is that she doesn't 
get enough rest. I would have phoned you, but you can imagine that 

:/. in that hit-and-run visit I didn 1t have even ten seconds to spare. 
It seemed to me that I walked out ot Grand Central, turned·around and 
walked back. 

Well, I hope it won't be too long now. Kindest regards to everyone. 

Cordially 

Cpl •. Roman Slobodin 

.. 
l 

! 
! 
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Maj, Gen, Walter E. Prosser 
Commanding General 
Clil!!lp Crowder, Mo. 

My ~~,General Prosser 1 
. ! ~ • -, 

~- I ,_ ".:'} 

\ 

The~.~~f4oent work of the Signal Corps in establishing the greatest 
o~~ations system mankind has ever !mown is playing a major part, 
dayo~ 4ny, in winning the war. Knowing that this achievement is in 
a aUbs~tial measure due to·the ability, courage, and devotion ~f 
sol~h,tji ~ained at Camp Crowder, I take great ple·asure in extending 
to ';fo'\t ·and through you to the ID9n and women of your oolllllUUld, heN'ty 
good wishes on the oamp•s third anniversary. 

fo "get the message through" in the honorable Signal Corps tradition, 
Camp crowder hae sent thousands of skilled fighting men to every VV1l 
of the world. Those of you now in training will join them in mmmh!g 
our ever-expanding network of rll.dio, telephone, and telegraph lines 
as the~ go forward with our advancing armies. The mission that the 
Slgnal Corpe performe is not only essential to our military operations 
but oarriee as well a message of hope. for the. liberation of the 
oppressed and the establishment of a lasting peaoe for our Nation 
and mankind. . ,;; 

-~ 

Sincerely yours, 
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bP!!;t;IAL DELIVERY 
1-IR MAIL 

Mr. Albert Abrahamson 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 
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A DECADE 

~ 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

139 CENTRE STREET 
NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 

Mr. Laurence Lesser 
l'lar Refugee Board 
Room 152 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Lesser: 

November 27, 1944 

I will be in Washington on Thursday, 
the 30th and will stop in to see you. Will 
9:30 be all right? 

you. I hope this is a convenient time for 

ASP:VG 

air mail 

OF REFUGEE 

Sfo)fa..Jely yours,./ /d . 
J~A-1-A- y: (/~-ck_ 

. ( 

Ann S. Petluck, Director 
Migratiqp Department 

A (D ·IN A t-i ERIC Av 
\Var Relief Control Board Reg. No, 570 
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--~-------------.---.----' --

Mr. Laurence Lesser 
Room 152 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Lesser: 

October BO, 1944 

I shall be in Washington on Wednesday afternoon, 
November lst, and I hope that you will have time 
to see me about two o'clock. If this ien•t con­
venient, I ehal+ appreciate it if your secretary 
will call the Roger Smith Hotel and leave word 
when you can see me. (I won't be checking in until 
about l: 50 P .M.) 

I am looking forward to our conference. 

ASP:VG 

Sincerely yours, 

~~/vfu~ 
Ann S. Petluck, Director 
Migration Department 

A DECADE OF REFUGEE AID IN AMERICA 
\Var Reli.e( Control Board Reg. "No. ~570 

'· 
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ll!'r. Albert Abrahamson 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

September 5, 1944 

Cableu NACOMREF,.._New Yori(-

Alexander S. Keller Dear Jim• 
Chairman of Executive Commillee • 

I. Edwin Goldwauer 
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch 
Gustavo H. Kann 
Daniel E. Koshland 
David H. Sulzberger 
Paul Felix Warburg 
David M. Watchmaker 
Henry Wineman 
Morris Wolf 

Yica Presidenls 

Richard S. Goldman 
Trea1urer 

Stanley M. Isaacs 
Secrelary 

Eugene L. Ach 
Alexander E. Arnstein 
Walter H. Blerlnger 
Herman W. Block 
Monroe Goldwater 
Horry Greenstein 
William Haber 
Adolph Held 
Joseph C. Hymon 
Carias L. Israels 
Mrs. Henry lttleson 
Stanley J. Konn 
Milton W. King 
Theodore Levin 
Mrs. David M. Levy 
Clarence E. Pickett 
Edwin Rosenberg 
Wolfgang S. Schwabocher 
Leon C. Sunsteln 
Louis S. Weiss 
Jonah B. Wl!e 

Exocullve Commillee 

Joseph E'. Beck 
fxeculive Diredor 

Mr. Pehle will be receiving a formal invitation from Toledo to 
address the opening meeting of their Annua.i Welfare Fund Campaign 
on the evening of Sunda;y, November 19. Toledo, United Jewish Ap­
peal and I will be very grateful if you asn persuade him to accept 
the invitation. 

Between five and six hundred people will be present at the Toledo 
meeting. That community is making elaborate and painstaldng plans 
for a successful campaign and Mr. Pehle's presence will hel.p tremen­
dously to create the'proper atmosphere for the raising of a sub­
stantially larger sum of money than has ever been obtained in Toledo. 

The United Jewish Appeal has asked Toledo for a minimum allotment 
of $140,000 from this year's Welfare Fwld Campaign. Last year (l.945), 
the UJA was allotted $951 000 from a total gross or approximately 
$165,000 raised by ToledQ. Dor Coons has pointed out to Toledo that 
in order to provide $140,000 for the UJA, Toledo will have to raise 
at least $208,000, assuming that all. their allotments and expenses 

obtained in 1945 remain unchanged in 1944. While no goal has 
been fixed, Toledo is considering establishing one of $2251000. 

To show you how tremendously important the 1944'Toledo campaign is 
to the UJA, the following comparative allotments from Toledo ~ be 
of interests 

1959 
1940 
1941 

$55,000 
51,000 
57,050 

1942 _, $70,000 
19:15 95,000 . 
1944 - 140,000 (requested) 

Toledo is most anxious to have Mr. Pehle and I hope you will persUade 
him to accept. 

Many thanks and best regards, 

Sincerely, 

..ft.:-. 
ERG:te .. 

A DECADE OF- REFUGEE AID iN AMERICA 
\Var Relief Control Board Reg: No. 570 

.. · 
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August 28, 1944 fl X.i.11~ 

Mr. Lawrence ,,,ei;ser 
War Refugee Board 

Ale~~:~;;:~ ~; 1~:ecufive Commillea Trecisury Builciing 
I. Edwin Goldwosser 
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch 
Gustave H. Kann 
Daniel E. Koshland 
David H. Sul:zberger 
Paul Felix Warburg 
David M. Watchmaker 
Henry Wineman 

Morris Wolf 
Vice President• 

Richard S. Goldman 
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Stanley M. Isaacs 
Secrelary 

Eugene L. Ach 
Alexander E. Arnstein 
Walter H. Bierlnger 
Herman W. Block 
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Adolph Held 
Joseph C. Hyman 
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Theodore Levin 
Mn. David M. levy 
Clarence E. Pickett 
Edwln Rosenberg 
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Louis S. Weiss 
Jonah 8. Wise 

Executive Commiflee 

Joseph E. Beck 
Execullve Dlredor 

Room 152 
\V!ishine;ton, D.C. 

Deo.r Mr. Lesser: 

Re: ZEITLINE, _µeorges-Marc 
C<ifilp Mirahda 
Lerida, Spain 
Case # A39122 

V' We we:re info:rmed during June, 1944 that Mr. Geo:rges Zeitline 
and his broti1er Marc had arrived in Spain. In 1942 an American 
vi~ w11s given to them when they were living in France, An 
uncle, Mr. Philippe Zeitline of 88 Central Par:.: West, New York 
City, waG the sponsor. However, they were unable to emigrate 
&.S exit visas ive:re not o.vailable at that time. · 

We have since learned that the American Consulate in Madrid 
has communicated with the Dep«rtment of State, recommending 
that consideration be given for the issuance of advisory 
approvctl in this case, 

We woncier whether Messrs. Georges and.Marc Zeitline reached 
neutral territory based on previously_ granted advisory approval, 
Do their names appear on your list of ~hose refugees for ~1hom. 
visas will be expedited according to this regulation? 

We thank you for your cooperation. 

Reply to: 
Lillian Cohen 

rs 

Yours vecy truly, _ 

~/I~ 
.,/ 

Ann S. Petluck, Director 
Migration Depo.rtment 

A DECADE REFU.GEE A rt>. IN 
War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 

./, 
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A DECADE 

I B 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
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Mr. /,lbert ;;hrtille.mson 
'"-'ar Ref1i;:~ee Eoe.rd 
'.'!e .'ihing"tc n, [1. C. 

June 5, 1944 

I '.)re::;:.une +.}:.a. t you have "'.een the copy 
of the altach•ed, which ;;as written by C1e1·P.nce 
f'l";,&tt ld.ce ln Ar)rll. I" riot, you may keep it 
for your .r.' ' ~ 

i l L.-:S. 

:'!e Lre looking f'or 1Na1·Ll to hearinf:' ~ou 
t.sL on t.hP. bth. 

8incerely, 

Ep:±i. I 

Gomberg 

Eli.G:rk 

OF REFUGEE ·A·ID IN ·AMERICA. 
\Var Relief· Control Board Reg. No. SiO 

<. 



COPY 

Th0 ?resident 
T!-11:> ';lhl ~1-~ f-io:~se 

~la sh.l.ngton, u. C. 

April 27, 1944 

I ;~.:..v0 not.Rd in t 11e Dre>"•' the announcement by the Director 
o: ti1e "'ar Fefugee Boa, .l that consideration is being given to 
c,st,,bli'lhlnt'. free ports of' entry for nolitical, religious and racial 
r·of'-l~'ee'.' Tho C<re in dG.nger of their lives. It is my understanding 
tf:~.t. some form .-,f frien;ily internm·~nt also is involved until it is 
nosslble "or those received to return to their noint o" origin. 

i write tc> e:-press to you the TJrof'ounJ hone that insofar as 
;:01~ iild.:; l;,, CC>lle.J ,,non to pc.ss ji;dgmc:nt on this m2tter, it may have 
~n'_ir ~u~nort. I see little possibility of refuge being ~iven to 
ner'lo•·1s ·:Jf th~s ""rt ln other e;oun+rl-cs on 2 temnorary basis unless 
"nJ 1m t il '"C o" tile Uni tee! ~h,. tes mJlC:! som·c suc'i o""er. I wr l te on 
Lehc.::. f of th,e ;-.mericc.n "'r i8n.is 0crvice Comrni t t.ee to •mJorse this 
pI'd'.'0Sc.il u .. nu f:lJ l.iSSlll.t:" ~h):.,;. of O!JI' wlllingness to give any assistance 
thL..t ::ic..:.- be de>iY':-.!d 0n -!-he :~~-:.rt o,, ou:?.-- organization in mt;.king the 
i:in il:!rt(..J.~i:-15 u. Slj.ccess. 

Very cordie.lly yours, 

EYecutive Secretary 

'},' 
! 

~ 1· 
- __ , ____ ,_ -~~ ~~--...__.;.....:,.,.- -



1530 16th Street,a.w. 
Washingtca, D. c. 

llr. Joseph Beck, 

National Refugee Service, 

139 Centre Street, 

New York, H. Y. 

Dear Joea 

~ 26, 19M. 

I shall appreciate receiving ten copies of the annual 

report ot IRS tar 1943. 

Cord~, 

.. 
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Mr. Albert P.brahvmscn 
\\ar Refugee Bea.rd 
Yiashingtcn, D. C. 

Dear Jim: 

May 12, 1944 

We were very much disturbed abcut 
the attached, wnich was apparently mailed tc 
500 delegates cf the crg1i.nizaticn in questicn 
&.fter clearr.nce with V•lishfr,gtcn. I have called 
it tc Vieinsteiu 1 s attenticn. 

ERG:m 
encl. 

"'1 
:~l-"~ .... r:-j .) 

,_) 

O'F REFUGEE 

Sincerely ycurs, 

t;:L-
Ephraim R. Gcmberg 

·i... 

AID IN 

,/ 
",-!' 
/: 

\Var Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 
AMERICA 



• NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

April 26, 1944 

Mr. John W. Pehle, Executive Direct.Qr 
War Refugee Board 
li'ashingto11 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Peblet 

We of National Refugee.Service rel\dWithtre.oaciQlle 
satisfaction your courageous statement lfhic~ may lead t<> the 
establishment or places of temporary- refttge in this c.ioimtry. 

lTe hail this as a great hwwdtarian gesture which, it 
Pllt into effect, will not only saTe the thousands ot li"Yes of 
those brought here, but will also serve as u inspirati,o,n. and 
example to other nations and will therefore S&Ye countlees JllOre 
liYes. 

BelieTing as we do in your program and efforts, we would 
be less than frank if we did not point out some of the difficulties 
which may arise, and soae of the ways in which ~ qency, With its 
years of experience in preventing the influx of refugees fros becoa­
ing a public problem, ma:y cooperate with you ill keeping to a mini- " 
these difficulties and such oriticiema as they may proTOke. · 

Since our earlier confer.ence with you we haTe Y.isi ted 
v.p;>.ro:dmately twelve of the largest communities in the East, Middle 
West and Far West. We have learned that in order to avoid critictu;·,,~ 
attitudes and possible repercussions which might eJUiuger the smooth 
operation of the program, interpretation and explanation are ess~tial. 
Inte1·preta.tion is needed as to wh.v group care is the ·only meihOd of 0 

saving substantial numbers of people -- what ·would, the nf!,t.ure of BllCh 
havens of refuge be -- wby is it. necessary to use group or congregate 
facilities - where are such places likely· to be locate~ ...... UJ1.der 
what auspices would the)' be operated - is there any assurance t}J,at 
other countries will establish similar programs. Such places are 
certain to shelter relatives and friends or citiaens and ref'ugees 
already in the United States. Emotioual ties of such people would 
make it essential that tltey have u understanding of the entire 
program. 

We bel.ieTe that Rational Refugee Serrtce>· the largest 
refugee organization in the United States, can be of major assistance 
in many ways. Even before the actual completion of plans we can_, 
through our COllll.ittees ill all parts of the United States, 811~ 11ith 

. . ·:§~- . _. .• • •... ~ 
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the a.id of other cooperating sectariaxi and non-sectarian organiu­
tion s, help to provide t~e necessary interpretation and understanding. 
We can provide the social work ssrvice to act aa an intermedi1U7 
hetweeu persona whom you bring across and relatives aad triends 
throughout the country. It will be essential to deal with the tears, 
insecurities and problams of such people. lie belieTe our experience 
dealini? with tho1.rnanda of similar refugees would enable us to be of 
service to these people. We will undoubtedly be able to proTJ,de the 
many special needs which may be required to adjust people more 
adequately t9 group life - or to help to aecf.lre these needs. 

In these IUld many other lf!Q'S National Refugee Service, with 
its ll)Slly activities, can h~lp to insure the success of the progrlll!l. 

W& have already written p~e'l':l:e~e1'5r that we atand ready to 
make available our yeard of experience in refugee work and to provide 
such aid as may be required, within the limits of our resources, 
for al.I.. refuge·es whom the War Refugee Board is able to bring to the 
Unit.ed States. 

Sincerel;y: yours, 

~~ 
Willi8111 Rosenlr.U.d 

.. 
~· 
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Mr. J>lbert ;,_brahamson 
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1'ie>shington, D.C. 

Deur Jim: 

May 10, 1944 

nttacned is a statement ob+.ained by 
;,•r. Berge!· from the Eri ti sh In·" orma ti on Service 
~r1 ___ :the-.Li.;j, ti sh equiv5.len', cif' 11 free ports." 
_€ii~-:~~ prA"'lared a dra'"t of the statement, 

,/,.,, whir.h wa~ ~,~bruit ted to the British Informs. tion 
_,- 2-ervice and, after E few more changes had been made, 

it was released to u·< as 5.n official document. 

While there i" little parallel between the 
British ex~erience and thi:c thing thc~t '""e talk about 
as "free ports," it will, at least, giv8 you back­
ground data which you may not already have. 

( 
(.': 

( 
f ' 

) ( \.. 
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"'nc. 

Regards. 

,cordially, 

/~/' 
E:ghral~(-Gomberg 

; 
~-, 

A DECADE OF REFUGEE .AID IN AMERICA 
\Var Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 
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l'REE PORTS 

In November 19!8 the Nazi pogroms against the Jews in Gel'll8.!l)' and Austria 
reached a new height. In addition, other religious and politice.1 minority 
groupo were similarly subjected to the harshest persecution. At that time, 
a private co111Dittee was to~ed in tondon under the Obairaanship of Sir Robert 
Waley Cohen, working in close 841Booiation with the alreaclr established German 
retugee organilations. With the permission, ot the llrltieh Oo'Vei"Uent', a' db­
used CSlllp in lent, (comm.only known as the X:itohitner'Cblp); wall ti!lkim OTtr 'bf·; 
the Committee for the purpose -of' ilccOlillilodatlilg a ilj,w group of refugeitif.(JeWiBi 
and non-Jewish) which tle Oolllllittee brought to England. This group consisted 
of about &,000 men aged 18 to 40 who had 1101118 ultimate hope or emigration -
overseas, mainly to the United States, South America, or Palestine, but were 
in the meantime in Naai concentration C8111ps 1 forced to stay there until their 
turn for emigration came. They were people without means who, except tor this 
plan, would have hadopp opportunity of being released from tba concentration 
camps. 

Under the Committee's plan as accepted by the British Government, the refugees 
were admitted to Great Britain without ViseaJ they were considered neither as 
immigrento nor as vioitorsJ their landing cards were so stamped that tbtl;y 
obligated themselves to remain th the CBlllp indefinitely unless pel'lliesion was 
secured from the Government for them to leave the camp for ehort visits to 
relatives or for approved recreational purposeeJ failure to comply with the 
conditions on their landing oards would render them liable to ilulediate 
deportation. 

In selecting refugees for this camp, the Committee sent over representatiTee 
to Europe to work out a metb,od of operation with the local coamittees and 
actually to choose on a personal basis some of- the refugees with which to 
start the camp. As-the scheme developed, tile remainder of the names W!'re put 
forward by the local committees and received some check from the British 
Bllthorities on a security basis. It is thought that very few, if sny, of.the 
names put forward by the committees were reJ acted by th'e British Government. 

The camp was administered by the Committee without.Government interferenc~, 
and indeed, its direction was largely <m a basis of self-government bi the 
refugees themselves. It is understood that there is no recorded instance ot 
any refugee infringing the terms by which he was admitted. 

In the ensuing period of time, a number of the refugees succeeded.in fulfilling 
their original purpose, - that- is to say, they re-emigre.ted to the United Sta tea 
or elsewhere. After Great Britain declared war on Germany on September 3, 1939; 
the refugees in the camp, who by· that time totalled ~bout 31500, including a 
number of women, appeared before the Tribunals What were set up for all enemt 
aliens, and were almost all classed as friendly refugees. Some were immediate­
ly taken into the Pioneer Corps of the Brit~sh ArmyJ others were given WIU' jobs. 
At the tilile of the collapse or France in 1940, most.of these .. _refug1e11, like the 
other enemy aliens in Great Britain, Hre interned, but this p0l1cy was very 
soon modified} and within a relatively sho~t ,time almost ~ll 'enemy refugees, in'."' 
cUuding1those from this camp, were released. They have played, and 11re playing, 
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FREE PORTS - An Analogy in Bres.t Britain -

a usef\11 part in the British TIRI' effort. 

The aamp has thus been disbanded, It served the purpose of giving shelter to 
several thouaand innocent humnn beings who, but for the implementation of thi8 
plan, would have mrl'fered continued imprisolll!lent and, in many ceoea, death at 
the hands of the Nalrla. 

J.A.Berger 
5/8/44 ~-. 

; 
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refer to: 683 

MAY 10 1944 

Dear Kr. Beck: 

Thank you for 7our letter of May 2, 1944. 
and the reports on the adJuatment of refugee children. 

These report• are preaentl7 being atud1ed 
b7 our ataff. 1 aa aure the7 will be of cone1derable 
value to us, and your cooperation 1n llaldng this 1n-­
fonaat1on available is lllllCh appreciated. 

I enJ07ed eeeinc you again at our recent 
conference. PleaH coave7.,. llHt vbhee to Kr. Rosen-_ 
vald. 

J. w. l'ehle 
11'-xecuthe Director 

Mr. Joseph E. Beck, 
Executive Director, 

}lltionnl. llefuge Sen&2!, Inc., 
139 Centre Street, 
New York 13, Nev York, 

. Wt' DTowler:egr S..S..44 ~- ._.... 
.. 
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Mr. John VI. Pehle 
Executive Director 
Viar Refugee Board 
Viashir;gton, D.C. 

Dew Mr. Pehle: 

May 2, 1944 

/ In accordance with your requ~t I am enclosing 
reports on the adju~tmel1t of refugee children brought to the 
United Statfs. One of tnese re;JOrts ;ms prepared by Miss 
Lotte Marcuse, Secretary of the European Jewish Children's Aid 
(this is a cor;Jorate organization under management of the 
National Refugee Service). This statement covers children 
brouc;ht he~e from l')]L, t~ 1?41, The. seco~d report was pre­
pared by Miss M. In1'.eboro OJ.sen, Acting Director of the 
Uni-S.ed States Committee for the Care of European Children. 

In Miss Mo!rcuse' s report there is a brief descrip­
tion of the relationship between the two agencies and the division 
of responsibility. There is considerable more statistical material 
ave:.ilable (especially on the early group of children) which we 
have surnm«irizeei to avoid too bulky a document. These statistics 
are available, however,'"to.answer·any questions or to make any 
further analysis you may feel desirable. In reading these reports 
one must keep in mind the experien9es of the children prior to 
coming to this country. Only a word here and there implies what 
t:1ese children went through. Many of them have seen their -parents 
torn away to concentration camps; others· have had tb hide.with 
Christian friends and relatives; some have wali<ed miles and mile·s 
over the Pyrenees to get into Spain. The reports of the adjust­
ment of these children take on greater significance and are far 
more rernarimble when these facts are kept in mind. 

As I indicated in our conference last week, we 
recently had a meeting of the Executives of the larger Jewish 
child care agencies. There was definite indication th<ct these 
agencies are prepared to· accept many more children if they can 
be brought across and the Committees are willing to absorb the 
burden of cost on the local level. · 

Vie hope that these reports, in Some small way, may 
be helpful tqwards the end of bringing ·additional children into the 
country. ·· · -.:..~ 

Sincerely yours; J 
~ct~ J2.:!_ " 

A DEC A o'E OF REFUGEE A~D ~IN AM ERIC.A 
\Var Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 



REPORT PREPARED BY MISS LOTTE M:ARCUSE, 
SECRETARY OF THE EUROPEAN-JEWISH CHILDREN'S AID 

The European Jewish Children's Aid was incorporated in June;1954 for 

the nurpose of issuing corporate affidavits for children who were to enter the 

United States as unaccompanied under the provisions of the immigration law. It 

commenced to operate with the admission of the first group on November 9, 1954, 

and continued to admit children from Germany (Altes Reich) and Austria until the 

closing of the U. S. Consula.tes in these countries, which cut off additional 

admissions. Subsequently, on November 21, 1941, ·in agreement was reached with the 

newly formed United States Committee for the Care of European Children, that all 

corpor9te affidavits for children be channelled through one agency - the U. S. 

Committee. But as children came over, the reception and care of all Jewish 

children would be delegated to the European-Jewish Children's Aid, which, in turn, 

would place these ciri.ldren in approved child care agencies in local communities 

throughout the country. 

AGE GROUPS IN CARE 

The agency brought over on its ovm affidavits in all 590 boys and girls. 

The immigration la\1 set the upper age limit· at 16, ·after which no corporate 

~ffidavit~ could be used. Subsequently, the U. S. Committee brought over 561 

Jewish children who now are, or who have been, under the .de.legated supervision 

of the E.J.C.A. 

This report is concerned with the earlier group of 590 brought across 

on our ovm affidavits. (The report of the U. S. Committe!J, attached, 'covers 

the children brought over on their affidavit. It includes both Jewish children 

under our supervisory care and Christian children for whom the u. S. Committee 

assumes direct responsibility.) 

There has never been a lower age limit for admissions. The majority of · 
'· 

chl.ldren on admission fell between the ages of i4 to 16, because.'''l;hese youngsters 

were more directly threatened, first by exclusion from institutions of learning, 
!· 
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and, in the later stages of the Hitler regime, by placement at forced labpr," 

internment, or deportation. We pledged to the United States Government -r'esppnf.ii-

bility for each boy and girl to the age of 21, and continuous supervisory. services 

during the period of care. Case material is therefore availabJ.efor each boy and 

girl for an extended period of time, and_ information is available in many instances 

far beyond the 21 year age limit, for informal contact of the agencies and foster 

families with their former chaxges continued, because of the significant role 

which both played in the lives of these young people. 

DISTRIBUTION IN PLACID/LENT 

Care for children was provided through local child care services in 

different parts of the United States. The agency was committed to the program of 

individual care of children in private family homes and for this purpose called upon 

selActed social agencies for cooperation on the project. Care in private family 

homes had become the approved method of care for children deprived of parental care 

in their own families, throughout the U.S.S., and the Jewish child care program 

offered sufficient flexibility and opportunities for expansion through agencies 

with standard professional services. Placements of\ immigrants on an individual 

basis rather than segregation in groups had long been the.basic phi~osop~y·of 

immigration services, also, and it was therefore possible to commence work on the 

_project on the basis of agreement on aims, methods and pl'ocedures. In the early­

stages of the development, it was necessary to stiuiulate, different parts of the 

country and urge cooperation on the project. Very soon, however, it became 

apparent that different areas, and gradually all g~ographic sections of the Jewish 

population, wished to share the responsibility of the program and even offered to 

improve services in order to qualify under the_ standards set. 
c••".' 

The two most important criteria used in-selecting an agency were the 

stability of the professional program as sucli, and the attitude of the ~eneral 
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coiamuni ty in city and state toward an expansion of the refugee popub. tion; The 

financial resources available to carry the program never needed special examination, 

since every offer of cooperation from a local agency was accompanied by an offer of 

adequate local financial responsibility. The total nwnber of 590 children was 

distributed by 40 agencies in placements covering 1°25 communities in 51 states. 

EVALUATION OF PROGRAM 

The group of social workers who cooperated on the project throughout the 

last decade have repeatedly suggested that a study be undertaken to include all 

children, and it is hoped that there will be such a large-scale study when the 

United States returns to its peacetime pursuits. But there is general agreement 

among the agencies that pending such a comprehensive study, a review of case material 

undertaken by the individual agencies but based on agreement on fundamental values 

nnd t~ common approach to the nroblem would be a valid substitute. Eight agencies, 

operating in the East and Midwest of the United States, whose professional services 

~re comparable in quality, 9nd which have accepted, through the years, a cross 

section of the children who have come over, ag'i:·eed to evaluate their case material 

and submit their results on identical schedules. The facts presented in the fol-

lowing statements are obtaif\ed from these studies, which include. material on 551· 

bo;i's and girls, or 56.1% of the total group admitted •. 

AGES AND P&'i.IOD OF CARE 

All children 
Over 6 and under 10 years 

II 10 14 II 

II 14 II II 18 II 

18 22 II 

II 22 II II 26 

Median age 

* None over 16 year.s 

Age at Admission 
551 
15 

150 
186* 

14 

Present Age 
531 

•. 

11 
47 

170. 
105 

20 



The 331 boys and girls studied repeat the pictu;re of ag~ distrj,buticip 

of the total group referred to in the earlier general statement • ._Since the 

admissions had to be curtailed with the closing of the U. S. Consulates dlU'ing' 

the early stages of the European war, the majority has been in care for many years; 

the median length of stay extends to 6 years, with only 3 children cared for less 

thE.n 2 years, and 60 less than 5 years. 

SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF CHILDREN 

There nave been children from all social groups abroad; in the beginning, 

discriminatory measures struck hardest those who had least resources and a minimum 

degree of stability, but gradually all groups became equally affected and the need 

of the children in the families of industrial leaders and professional people was 

just as great a8 in the family of the artisan and tradesman. The parents• assurance 

the.t their family had "lived in Germany as long as Jews lived on German soil" was 

found on as many social histories received from abroad as the statements that the 

parents had left Post-Viar Poland for the hospitality of the German republic. There 

were children from industrial centers and children from ~ural villages in which 

their family was the only Jewish group in residence, There were children of homes 

broken through death and illness, and home.s in whic_h life was still pleasant and 

helpfully integrated even though limited to the four walls of a single room. 
·'~ 

Many of the children had attended well-known educational institutions, and 

had expected to proceed to the university or the professional school in Germany. 

Others had had only basic instruction in a small .c-ou_ntry school house, and later · · · 

had to seek refuge in a Jewish Parochial school. From 1959 on, childri::in arrived 

who had had to sit idle at home, for Hitler's policies had limited their school 

attendance to the age of 14. One of the agency's mos~ successful scholars had 

been described as playing chess with his mother _every' day. and all day for a whole 

year, for he could not venture forth to the common playground, there was no school 

open to him, and he was not permitted to. move to-a commuriity which'might have given 

him educational opportunities specially provide0- by the Jewish,.ag~ncies~ 
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TYPES OF FOSTER HOMES 

The placement ·of children in foster frunily homes is predicated on ~he 

assumption that each child's best interests can be furthered by placement in 

an environment approximating his own family home before the need for removal arose. 

Plans for children whose parents do not give up permanent guardianship are also 

deoendent on the parents' wishes, runbitions, plans for their child's maximum 

adjustment. Social agencies planned placements for refugee children, generally 

speaking, on the same premises. There is indication that children who came from 

socially prominent. homes fitted themselves into homes of socially prominent 

American families, and that a suffieient number of these homes was available. In 

this group lliany of the boys and girls made a permanent adjustment to such families 

and became identified with the socially prominent groups in the communities of which 

the foster parents were a ,,art. Many of the children who came from simpler homes 

'vere able to live up to the expectations of foster families whose social standing 

was ~arkedly higher than the children's families in Europe had been. The degree 

to which these children could be absorbed iq:t;o such prominent families depended 

largely on their ability to give emotionally what these American families expected. 

A child who remained closely tied to his own parents, no matter how far away, was 

usually not able to satisfy the emotional needs which ·this type of foster family 

had, ~nd was more comfortable and made greater progress in a family in which he -

could remain free of close emotional ties to "substitute" parents. This was 

specially true of the majority of boys and girls who came here at the age of 15, 

when the normal adolescent tends to establish his own ic;ientity by freeing himself 

from parental authority and affectual relationships. Placements of either type 

can meet the individual's needs, and the experiences of the agencies prove that 

this is true of this grc\frp also, wherever the selection of foster hollies was based 

on sound professional judgment, 
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One of the important factors in selecting homes for this group was :the: 

need to meet the religious tradition in which the children were reared. There 

were many children who had been brought up in the diaspora, and who clung 

tenaciously to the orthodox ritual which became more meaningful in separation 

from home and the familiar religious atmosphere. Many of the children found it 

impossible to make any concessions and to recognize that in the United States 

different reli.gious groups practiced different observances. Efforts to meet the 

need~ on an individual basis were, on the whole, successful, s~nce all kinds of 

religious groups in the United States could be stimulated into cooperation. 

EDUCATION 

Vocational and educational plans as such did not depend on the t{rpe of 

foster home chosen for the child. Children attended public grammar schools and 

high schools or vocational high and trade schools, according to their individual 

11ptitudes or interests. Support was available, whether through a free foster 

nome or through subsidizing of fi paid home. Higher education was offered either 

through sc!1ola.rships from colleges, high schools or ·scholarship agencies in their 

r.·ommunities, unless foster parents wished to assume even this burden of their 

own accord. 

The muj ori ty of the children came here with hi.gh expectations of their 

edµcationul preparation and all but a few attained at least a high school 

education. The drive for educational attainment is one of the outstanding 

characteristics of the group, and the degree of their educational achievement can 

be called "most astounding, 11 to use the only term in 'r·hich one of the State 

universities could express its evaluation of the performance of one of the.551. 

American publi.c schools deserve special ;recognition for the assistance 

they have given to the children in finding their place in school room and in 
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relationship to classmates and teachers •. It was in the German schools -~hat moat 

of the painful rejection and persecution was first experienced. "I run sorry, 

Harry, but today I may no longer protect you from the aggression of these boys, 

as would have been my duty still yesterday." In these words, one of the. 551 had 

to learn that a beloved teacher had decided to accept the Nazi District leader's 

orders on the treatment of Jewish pupils. Several of the children wrote of their 

happiness at being accepted in an intersectarian group. "Now I !mow that I am in 

a free country. For I found, even in this short month since my arrival, t.hat 

American schools rate the pupils for their effort and their performance and not for 

the religion they or their fathers may have." This is from the first letter of 

onE: of the ·331 boyo who came here in 19;<'8. 

It is therefore only natural that the child's ability as well as his 

personality could develop freely in the school situation. Plans for the grading 

of ttw foreign school record differ in American communities; in some cities, agencies 

nreferred a '">eriod of private tutoring in English to the immediate registration 

in school; in some others, the board of education preferred to have this process of 

adjustment take place within the school room and offered adequate facilities' for 

this end. Every opportunity was given to the children_ for an adjustment of tlieir 

orogram as they went along, with double promotions and fl.election ·of special 

schedules. It is therefore perhaps not as surprising as it appears to the outsider 

that children were able to graduate from h:i.gh school at ages which compare 

favorably with those of American-born pupils. 

A large proportion of the group entered the U~ited States at an age when 

their American-born contemporaries are well advanced in high school and when lack 

of the language presents a special handicap. Of 101 boys and girls whose high school 

records were studied, 48, or almost 50%, graduated before they wer~---lB, a.nd only 14, 

or 7%·, were over 19 on graduation day.. Of 207 wliose high school' and gramm&;r school 



' .... 

- 8 ~ 

performance was rated, 70, or 55%, had outstanding performances, while 55, or 25%·; 

rated as above average and good. Only 25, or 12%, were below average. 

AJ!long the outstanding scholastic and academic successes, we ·count one 

member of Phi Beta Kappa, two instructors at American colleges. One of the boys who 

specializes in rural sociological research is the author of a book on Cooperative 

Farm1.ng, and testlfied as !lll expert before a Senate Committee examining the budget 

of the Department of Agriculture. One of the girls is subsidized by Harvard Medical 

School to complete an important study of vitamins. Students at Princeton, Wisconsin, 

Harv!..rd, Ohio Md Penn State, ColUIDbia, the Universities of Pennsylvania, Texas and 

of Southern California, of Armour, Renssaeler and Carnegie Institutes are present 

in t.he :'01 covered by the special study. 

SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT 

Important though these educational attainments are, more significant still 

seems to be the degree of social adjustment which these young people were able to 

achieve. Some of the boys and girls were able to function at top capacity from the 

beginnine of their stay here. Some had a hard time.to find their niche in a society 

so alien from their native one. Some had not yet been damaged by the teachings of" 

Nazi Rocialism, and some of them had unwittingly absorbed more than· democratic groups 

in the United States would tolerate. The agencies and the foster families had to 

·learn ho1~ much i-iatience was needed by their charges in order to find and give 

satisfaction. Many of the children recognized this and interpreted to the agencies 

in which areas they needed help. 

Some or the case evaluations state that the child was selected for a 

scholarship or a medal not only for his academic rating, but for his all around 

persono.lity adjustment. One of the girls was invited by the dean of a Midwestern 

college on a tuition scholarship basis, because "I want my students to m~~t a human 

~eirig like you; s.nli yoµ,. 

can make use of the 'best 

because y,ou 
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A charming young woman, only 2 years in the United States, won a 

sorority scholarship to a college in the Southwest. "After I had accept_ed it; 

I realized what a daring underteJcing this was for me, as the comparative. 

greenhorn, to invade the territory of old American tradition and also the-place 

where race bigotry was supposedly raising its head. When I arrived at the 

stat.ion, I found myself greeted in a noisy welcome scene by the whole sorority, 

and carried like an honored guest to the House. I now begin to learn what a 

real American feels and does." 

According to the case evaluations, 70% of the ~31 boys and girls made 

En <::djustment that W!'.s outstanding or good; about 6% had difficulty; the rest 

may be classified as average or reasonably satisfactory. 

The degree to which identification with their adoptive country was 

cossible is the best avEilable criterion of democracy's ability to oermit the 

individual to reach capacity development. In the testimony before the Senate· 

Committee, the young man referred to earlier made constant reference to 11 \'le in 

America," and "We Americans," and analy.zed the difference between the cooperative 

f'.irr!": ,-~s r:n expression of "our democratic form of society" compared to the collective 

farmi.ng experiment as one foreign to American ideology. One of the girls,. after a 

few years in i1er hospitable foster home in the.Middle West, returned from a socfal 

gathering and stated that she and one other girl had been the "only Ame:riG1.ms1r 

invited. 

Petitions for citizenship papers are filed on or right after the 18th 

birthday, and final paper petitions as soon as the.law permits. The children have 

gratefully acknowledged the privilege of beco~ing citizens of the United States, 

which ls implied in the admission on quota visa; that this country is holding out 

this same privilege in times· of war also, has -been referred to ·.f-requently, especially 

•' 
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in comparison with the practices and policies of other countries tci which refugees 

havf' sought admission. Classification as an alien of enemy nationality under the 

Alien Registration Act has been & painful experience to all so classified, and they 

have made runple use of re-classification opportunities, under the law. 

PARTICIPATION IN WAR EFFORT 

"It b3.S been a privilege to have had Frank in our home, and he will 

11.lways be with us, no matter where the fortunes of Viar may carry him. 11 This was 

the tribute by foster parents with whom one of the earliest inductees of the 

P.genc~r had lived. The outbreak of nostilities in Europe found many of the boys 

"raring" to volunteer tneir services, in the hope of participating in the downfall 

of the regime timt deprived th1;rn nf family, home and country. Since they were at 

that time not citizens, they were rejected. As soon as Axis aggression enveloped 

the United States in the viar, however, and the draft age was lowered, all of them 

Set•• tneir opportunities to t1elp protect ti1eir adoptive country as well as "to 

qet.t.le .<: score. 11 The number who volunteered for the Air arm is surprising, but 

that "articular weapon presented to them the best opportunities to "strike dovm 

on Germany." But other services, includ.ing the U-boa t services, are also 

represented. There he,ve been only 4 long-time deferments or rejections, and 2·honorable 

discharges. Two of the boys have paid with their li:ves, and ·a third one, now 

_ mis'3ing for 2 ye!lrs, should probably be added to this muuber. 114 boys counted 

in the service represent only a portion of those actually serving, since the status 

of some of the 24 and 25 year olds is at present not known to the agency. 

The girls in the group have given the usual contributions to the war 

effort, as civilians; three are listed for or in trainii1g as Cadet Nurses. The 

majority of the husbands of the 21 young "matrons" are in services also. 

In the course of the years, some of the parents were admitted to this 

country also, and have found their niche here, H ther through the effo:!i,ts of their 
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children, the foster parents or through their ovm relatives who preceded them .• 

Some were udmitted to countries outside of the United States and are in 

safety. For those who were last heard from in Nazi occupied countries, children 

still hope to be able to make up for suffering and deprivations, when the world 

is at peace again; they have been saving for the day. on which reunion and help 

from "over here" is possible. 

No social agency cun possibly expect 100% successful adjustment of its 

charges, and failures of refugee children to adjust successfully in the United 

States were expected from the outset. Many of the boys and girls who arrived in 

the first groups needed transfer from one foster home to another until they could 

finally settle doVln. Some of them were educationally maladjusted. Some of the 

problems indicated difficulties in relationship to their own parents before they 

came to the United States; some of them indicated only the average adolescent 

"dislocations." Some of these problems woulo have been less seri.ous if the wisdom 

which agencies and foster frunilies acquired in the course of time had been available 

in the early stages of placements. fn retrospect, however, the agencies have 

agreed that the majority of their early problem charges have settled dovm and have 

become •..tseful members of their communities and social groups. Foµr of the boys 

and girls in this group fall into the group of delinquents; even though they have 

not been brought to court for commitment. Two of the girls and one boy j_n the 
,. 

group of 551 needed prolonged psychiatric treatment in a protected enVironment of 

a private institution. 

The best test for the success of the project is found in the continued 

and sustained interest which American organizations and American families express 

for its continuance. They have been most articulate in the expression of their 

hope that many hundreds or thousands of children can find se~l.U.ity here, and are 

•' 
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convinced that this country can and will absorb as many as can be admitted .• 

There has been a continuous flow of applications from families who wish to become 

foster parents, even at a time when it is difficult to obtain foster home offers 

for American dependent children. Social workers have expressed their appreciation 

for the lessons learned from their work 7Tith these children, which have given them 

"a better appreciation of the strength which all childhood possesses," and they 

feel that they have been able to give better service to their American born 

charges since they have come to know the refugee child. 

f-

May 1, 1944 


