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REPORT PREPARED BY MISS M. INGEBORD OLSE}
ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES GOiHITTEE .
- FOF. THE CARF OF EUROPEAN CHILDREN ;

Refugee children who nave been brought to the United States by the -
German-Jewish Chiidren's Aid znd later by the United States Committee for the

Cere of European Children may be groused in two sections, The first came during
* -

ti.e period from November, 1934 to 1941 oﬁnthéﬁ%orgorqte.gffi&avit of the German-

Jewisn Children's Aid. Those who followed, in-Jdune, 1941 and later have been

aoonsored by the United Stutes Committee. Tne euriier children came directly

W

from tneir own nomes and nuhive iands while the latter group nad already become

Teoapees Lo oeountries otiher thon their own and were being persecuted and driven

{amme - -

¥ tenorery su2lters,  Therefore, since we taought there might be a -

Leent ol Terence in adjustucat as rieted to experiences preceding evacu- o '

L0 recognizea t.aw ¢llficulty in evaluating aajuctment too soon after -

Aarrival, (b owag jeit uav 2 fote Ieel the evaiuation segirule. Interestingly

Luileste that tue trends in tine secouo group {Low

&

, - -F Shue Laet f LaoTte ol the & rlier groues. Ve feel taust thie is [
it naen Inote Uit cun be anticipated that future groups will nave exper-

te ilnibiences enich:
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fected thouse children who ars part of

i (WTLOT srna ere reviewed,
e e e "
From sie wouil group of Continental children who were brought to the RS

La_u=d St tes uneer tne corporate afiidavit of the Uniteqjﬁtdte% Committee aurlng

iz seriosg hetween June, 1941 and July, 194? a sample number of cases which

wasent only a bectlon of the activitles of the United Stetes Uommlttee have - e

teen selected for review, Although maz ay npore cnlAdren have subsequently come herejy -

it was considered best to confine this brief survey of uthﬂtments tn those children E

whoy aave been in the United Stﬁtes for not less tnan & year anékuvhalf. An ectinate ‘ .

of adjustment’ before’ thet much time has elapsed” seeiis (to us) invalid, -
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We c:n reasoaably suspose, hewever, tnut after almost two years in a new coﬁntry'

a2 cnild nus found his bearings through & grasp of language and customs to such

a degree taat we can expect nim to have iost much of his early fear and strangeness.

He had

hae

chance to forget a good deal of his hardship and anxiety and to learn

throurh a scbetitute finiiy enc community o degree of security- and sgfety, whiéh
wouiG wermit nim to be aimself. Such a yseriod of adju=tment yould be essenpial with
any rooted chiid who nas nad to find nis way iﬁ‘ﬁinewéa tring, but is;doubly true
vt wroe i tiis grouw, mort Hf whom we : sep&;étedjfrom family
and They nad seen and nad, themselves, experienc;a‘gég éfuelvtreaément 6f

inv

saing -rmies and were seexing refuyge

£ wanatever it might be.

thers were na =rests ta s.y wihether or not they should come to-tae United States,
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Laeir own,

) aacenaEn

ere o ..aran Lad nad injurious and narrowing experiences.
vwervision o the Burovean-Jewish Children's Aid, cooverating
suervizio: o, taem, tnese boys and girls were placed with

tives, tieir
tae Unitea Stntes Chiidren's Bureau for cooperation with the

:o  Regulur reports [rom these agencies on the progress of

maig for tne following statements:

ang t:irty-five records were studied. Of these 135, 81 were .

boys and 5¢ yirls. Thelr ages on admission ranged {rom & to 6, with 50% falling

bet-icen

arrival in tae United States,

Iy

tae nyges of 10 through 12, Only 14 had not reached tneir tenth birthday on

4

‘caool renorts indicate that for the most part tnese children are up to

the srnde ievel adoroprizte to their age. A very small percentage have made poor'

gchwol adjustments, the majority of the group being regorted as doing fair or

better than fair work, with almost 1/4 showing outstanding aehiévement. .One has

graduated from coliege;

.

o

Join the United Stétes_Army.r'A small number are.employed;'buﬁ étteﬁdléveﬁing"schéql -

s . . o

In most instances :

t was weignted, tnerefore, by tne {uct thst pfeceding

niacements being worked out by local cnildren's

now attend. Two boys nave reached an age where they might
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if ‘they have not completed tneir educational requirements or graduated from high

school. Oniy a “ew are old enough to nave finished high school,

Soeclal aajuitment, as ansiied to the uresent adaptation of the child to

sna general surroundings, has been resorted good or unusual in about 2/3

£, aniie oniy & very small number nave snowm outstanditgdy poor shility i ‘ ’

ttie Lito toeir cew anvironnent. - The basis for these rmaladjustrents seem to
L e
Hie lu weesly entrencuec shotionadl diffilcultie wi¥en nave been brought on or

tie esveciaily strenuous exoeriences ine chifldren have +ived through.

i taese chiidren nss been good. However, there have been a

«w.icn svecial weaical roblews nave aeveloped., Endocrine{disturbgnces

=L Stances In

tve een voated in L oOr I ocnses waile e raiac conaitions nave suown up in. 2 childyen, o I
Yolratretion o arrivai a2 w00r teetd have been wie most noteworthy health droblems, -
-e°rocnlidren Lave need  svehiotric trestment,

For wne mort i »U Lue whereabouts op the cerents of uwiese children are

TRLULY UNANOWn.  Some dere o tely anown to be uead at the time of the childrents

r:tion., One rert of ail tie group, = step-{ather, has been abls to Join his

vhiid i wne Unitea 2totes,

Gereradly snediing, tuen, tnese chilldren huve shown in their nealth, school

aine soclal adyustuent a prrticuisrly good ability to udapt themselves to their new

firrountings.  The number »f children wno have shown serious social or school mal-

witment .as been reletively small waile extraorcinary medical snd dental problems

nave been minor, . - -

4



|
- Telephone: CAnal 6-5000

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

William Rosenwald
Honorary President

Joseph P. Chamberlain
Chairman of the Board

Charles A. Riegelman
President

Alexander S. Kaller
Chal of E ive C i

I. Edwin Goldwasser
Mrs. Walter A, Hirsch
Gustave H. Kann
Daniel E. Koshland
David H. Sulzberger
Paul Falix Warburg
David M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf

Vice Presidents

Richard §. Goldman
Treasurer

Stanley M. Isaacs
Secretary

Eugene L. Ach

Alexander E. Arnstain

Walter H. Bieringer

Herman W. Block

Monroe Goldwater

Harry Greenstein

Willlam Haber

Adolph Held

Joseph C. Hyman

Carlos L. Israels

Mrs. Henry Ittleson

Stanley J. Kann

Milton W. King

Theodore Levin

Mrs. Dovid M. Levy

Clarence E. Pickett

Edwin Rosenberg -

Wolfgang S. Schwabacher

Leon C. Sunstein

Louls S, Waliss

Jonah B, Wise
Executive Commiltee

Joseph E. Beck
Execufive Director

A DECADE OF REFUGEE - AID IN AMERICA- )
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, VINC,
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

Mey 8, 1944

w -
Mr. Albert sbrehamson™. - -
Yar Refugee Board ; -
Tas@}ngton, b.C. N
Dear Jim: L ’
) -

fnclosed are four conies of William-Green's -
letter. e supplied it to ebout twenty-five commentctors
atd to &1l of the morning napers. It was mailed from

Philedelnhia today.

Keep your “ingers crossed! I have just come
from an appointment which may get us editorial comment
ir every Hear <t newspaper in the United States within

pap !

the r-v+ week.

Yooy will want to fuonly a cony of the enclosed

letter to "einstein.

Sincerely, -

4
Ephpaim R. Gomberg

ERGirk A v
Enc.

£

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570

£




Hotel Adelphié;'l'
Philadelphia, Pa.,

Mey 8, 1944,
Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, . S o
President of the United States,
The White House, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr., President:
¥ Permit me to call your attention to a-resolution adopted by the

American Federation of Labor at its last convention which was held during
October 1943. As you will no doubt recall, the millions of men and women
who compose the rank and file of"the Americar:Foderation of Labor member~
ship went on record urging the Un?ted,Stgées to grant at least temporary
asylum to the victims of Hitler's béstial persecution. The term "froee
port" had not been coined at that time but the santiment.of the menmbership

was and is nonetheless synonymous with thé-proposal.

I quote the foli?wing section from Reéolution ﬁo. 73 whibhrwas
adopted at the convention® "Po this end, the American Foderation of Labor
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps to rescue the remain-

ing Jews of occupied Europe. We call upon the United Nations,. and our own

gountry, to provide for them temporary havens in their territoriest,

I am writing at this time because I have learned that the War

Refugee Board which you established recently is interested in what is
referred to as the "free port" plan, Pleasefpe advised that I fully and
unreservedly support this program of rescue for refugees. I urge you to
effect the realization of this humanitarien measure, which is really a

" small underteking for a nation as great as ours, We are feeding, clothing
and housing over 130,000 captured Nazis while at the same time we have made
no move in the direction of alleviating the suffering of at least & small
fraction of that number,

I understand thet tiny Switzerland, despite its neutrality and
hazardous geographical position on the mep of Europe, has welcomed to its
territory a far greater number of men and women driven out by the Nazis
than might be expected of her. These refugees live in camps and are per-
mitted much more freedom of movement that the original "free port" sug-
gestion calls for, :

I am proud to know that a great many newspapers in our country
have published editorials supporting this propogal. It is encouraging to
note that the carnage in which mankind g% present finds itself engaged on

. & world-wide scale has not lessened the American's treditional sympathetic A

and humane attitude towa®d his fellow men,

I urge you, Mr. President, in my own name and in the name of all - -
the members of the American Federation of Labor to cause the creation of
"free ports" in this country for rofugee victims of the cruel war ~ now,
before it is too late. Such action’ on your part, I believe, will alear
‘the way for similar action in other parts of the Allied and neutral world,

Sineerely yours,

(signed)'William Green
President; -
American Federation of Iabor.

B ——
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“ Hotel Adelphia - . .-
' Philadelphia, Pa.,

, o . May 8, 1944, '

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, : o

President of the United States,

The White House, Washington, D.G.

Dear Mr., President:

Permit me to call your attention to-a resolution adopted by the ) . :
American Federation of labor at its last convention which was held during - !
October 1943. As you will no doubt reeall, the millions of men and women
who compose the rank and file gf the Ameridsn Federation of Iabor member-
ship went on record urging the. nited States fb'grantrat least temporary
asylum to the victims of Hitler's bestial persecution., The term "froeo
port" had not been coined at that timé but the sentiment of the membership

was and is nonetheless synonymous with the proposal.

I quote the fg}}ewing section from Resolution Wo, 73 which wasg
adcpted at the convention: "To this end, the American Federation of Labor
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps to rescue the remain-
ing Jews of occupied Europe, We call upon the United Nations, and our own
country, to provide for them temporary havens in their territories", -

I am writing at this time because I have learned that the War
Refugee Board which you established rocently is interested in what is
referred to as the "fres port? plan. Pleass be advised that I fully and
uvnreservedly suppor$ this program of rescue for refugees. I urge you to
effect the realization of this humanitarien meapure, whlch is really a
small underteking for a nation as great as ours, We are feeding, clothing
and housing over 130,000 captured Nasis while at the same time we have made
no move in the direction of alleviating the suffering of at least a small
fraction of that number.

I understand that tiny Switzerland, despite ite neutrality and
hazardous geographical position on the map of Europe, has welcomed to its
territory a far greater number of men and women driven out by the Nazis
than might be expected of her. These refugees live in camps and are per-
mitted much more freedom of movement that the original "free port" sug-
gestion calls for,

I am proud to know that a great many newspapers in our country .
have published editorials supporting this proposal. It is encouraging to :
note that the carnage in which mankind at present finds itself engaged on.. L.
a world-wide scale has not lessened the American's traditional sympathetic
and humane attitude towatd his fellow men.

I urge you, Mr. President, in'my own name ‘and in the name of all
the members of the Americen Federation of Labor to cause the creation of
"free ports" in this country for refugee victims of the cruel war -~ now,
before it is too late. Such action on your part, I believe, will clear
the way for similar action in other parts of the Allied and noutral world,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) William Green
President,’ '
American Federation of Labor.




Hotel Adelphia )
Philadelphia, Pa.,
May 8, 1944.
Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, - 9
President of the United States,
The White House, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Permit me to call your attention to a resolution adopted by the - -
American Federation of Labor at its last convention which was held during
October 1943. As you will no doubt. recall, the millions of men and women
who compose the rank and file of the Americap Federation of Labor member-
ship went on record urging the Bhited States to grant at least temporary
asylum to the victims of Hitler!s bestidl persecution,” The term "free
port" had not been coined at that timé. but the sentiment of the membership
was and is nonetheless synonymous with the proposal.

I quote the following section from Resolution No, 73 which was
adcpted at the conventién: mTo this end, the American Federation of Labor
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps to rescue.the remain-
ing Jews of occupied Europe. We call upon the United Nations, and our own
country, to provide for them temporary havens in their territoriest.

_ L L 29

I am writing at this time because I have learned that the War
Refugee Board which you established recently is interested in what is
referred to as the "free port" plan. Please be advised that I fully and
unreservedly suppor# this program of rescue for refugees. I urge you to
effect the realization of this humanitarien measure, which ig really a
small undertaking for a nation as great as ours, We are feeding, clothing
and housing over 130,000 captured Nasis while at the same time we have made
no move in the direction of alleviating the suffering of at least a small
fraction of that number.

I understand that tiny Switzerland, despite its neutrality and
hazardous geographical position on the map of Furope, has welcomed to its
territory a far greater number of men and women driven out by the Nazis
than might be expected of her. These refugees live in camps and are per-
mitted much more freedom of movement that the original "free port" sug-
gestion calls for,

I am proud to know that a great many. newspapers in our country
have published editorials supporting this propesal. It is encouraging to
note that the carnage in which mankind at preSent finds itgelf engaged on L el a
a world-wide scale has not lessened the American's traditional sympathetic i
and humane attitude towafd his fellow men, ' i

I urge you, Mr. President, in my own namekénd in the name of all-
the mémbers of the American Federation of Labor to cause the creation of
"free ports® in this country for refugee victims of the cruel war — now,
before it is too late. Such action on your part, I believe, will clear : E *
the vay for similar action in other parts of the Allied and neutral world,

" Sincerely yours, 7
‘(signed) Willism Green
Pregsident, + - = _ -
American Federation df Labor.
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. "

139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

William Rosenwald
Honorary President

Joseph P. Chamberlain )
Chairman of the Board

Chorles A, Riegelman

President L T

Atexander S. Keller ’ e s - -
Chail of E ive C i R -
1. Edwin Goldwasser April 27, 1944
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch ; o
Gustavoe H. Kann )
Daniel E, Koshland i
David H. Sulzberger Mr. Albert Abrg/hmnson
Paul Felix Warburg War Refugee Board
David M. Watchmaker . 7 7
Henry Wineman Treasury Building R
Morrls Wolf o bt .
Vica Prasidants asnington, D. C, A e
Richard 8, Goldman o ) Ten A
Treasurer Dear Jlm'
Stanley M. lsaacs
Secrofary Thank you very much for the conferences you
Eugene L. Ach arranged and for the time you gave me. I am
Al-vlwnd;r :i Arnstein sure it must have been a sacrifice,
Walter H. Bieringer
Herman W. Block
Monros Goldwater Apropos the Nathan and Fanny Loewenstein matter,
Harry Greenstein .
Willlam Haber I am quoting from a memorandum sent to me by
Adolph Hold ¥r. Rosenwald:
Joseph €. Hyman
Carlos L. Israsls
;"“-l“";'YK'"'m" "The following excerpt from a letter by my
tan| . Sann . N
Milton W, King lawyer from Mr. Gordon P. Merria, Chief of the
x'm'g"e':e;'"L Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Department
rs. Davl . Lavy N . N
Clorsnco E. Pickent of State (Washington), under date of March 25,
Edwin Rosanberg 1944, may be of interest to you: 0
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher
Leon C. Sunstein
Louis S. Woiss 'I might add, however, that the War
Jonah B, Wise £ .
Exscutive Committee Refugee Board, Treasury Building,
Jasoph E. Beck Washington, D.C. is fully informed

Exacutive Director

regarding the conditions under wHich
refugees may transit Turkish territory, -
and your client might find it to his
advantage to addressrthe Viar Refugee 2
Board in this comnection.'® .

Thank you again for all your help. ’ .

/S " A ‘J

Ann 8. Petluck, Director &

? I3
; Migration Department n
ASP:VG _ :

v

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570
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A DECADE OF REFUGEE A|D IN AMERICA. . -

S

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC.
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK 13, N. Y.

April 21, 1944

Mr. Llbert Abrahamson N
Wer Refugee Bowirg e
Room 298, Main Treasury Builéing

Vachington, /DLe. o

Decr Jim: B

Biil Rosenvald and I are arfanging to
core to Wasnington on Thursdny, A5ril 27 to see
¥Mr. Pehle ot 2:30 P.M., that aay. I told Charlie
Pie.elman that you had made the appointment for
NS &nG ne wASs pmost erirecistive. He sends you
hic “iest regards,

i'm looking forverd to seeing you,

Cordially,

Jo®eph E. Beck

War Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570

B

Cobles; NACOMREF, How York .-
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Oaniel E. Koshland
David H. Sulzberger
Paul Felix Warburg
David M. Watchmaker
Henry Wineman
Morris Wolf
Vice-Presidents

Richard P. Limburg
Troasurer

Alexander E. Arnstoin
Assistant Treasurer

Richard $. Goldman
Secrelary

Walter H, Bieringer
Herman W. Block
Samuel A, Goldsmith
I. Edwin Goldwasser
Monroe Goldwater
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William Haber
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AIDS AMERICA'S NEWCOMERS . . AIDS, AM_,ELg:-J'g';-;‘A-;#
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE.
139 CENTRE STREET"
NEW YORK CITY

i

March 28, 1944 7 o

N e

Mr. J. W, Penle, Execufiﬁe,Difectop
War Refugee Board e
Washington 25, D.C,

Dewr Mr. Pepie: In reply to: 338 R T T

affidavit as well as the corporate affidavit of the
Euronean Jewish Children's aiq. I talked with Misg
Olsen, Director of the United States Committee, this
morning and she wag very much interested, Our material
is being correlated now and I hope that the material
which is already in the office of the United

Committee can be correlated quickly so that the joint
report will be forthcoming shortly.,

Sincerely yours,

\/vm,(.,q,_ LR

Joseph E. Beck®

-
i

.




1530 = 16th Street, K.,
Wash:l.ngton, D.C.

% Mareh 20, 1944

Dear 8tanleys )

Thank you Yery much far sending me the memMm a
which you propared in 1940 dealing with & proposed plan-of 7
:oqlonies for refugees in this country., We are- studying 1t,,.
carefully in connection with out own tentative thinking on’
the matter of a similar plen.

I note your kind offer to be of help and you
‘may be sure we shall call on you when the proper: occasion

arises,

Cordially yours,

Albert Abrahanscn,

/
Mr, Stanley M, Isaacs, :
. 475 FAfth Avenue, - - B R T,
Now York 17, N. ¥,




/
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
THE EXECUTIVE COMMiTTER
OF
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INg,

/
Thursday, March 16, 1944
3:00 P,M,

-122 East 42 Street . -
New York City : . ‘ ’

The Executive G
regularly scheduled me
at the office of Mr,

ommittee of National Refugeo Sérvice, Ine, held its
eting on Thursday?“l\'farch_}ﬁ, 1944, at 3100 o'clock,
William Roserwald, 122-East 42 Strect, New Yorjk City.

The following were present:

Eugene L. Ach

Edwin Rosenberg
Richard S. Goldmsh -

William Rosenwald

Mrs, Walter A, Hirsch
Stanley M, Isaacs
Alexander S, Keller
Mrs, David U, Levy

Also
albert Abrahamson
Joseph E. Beck
I, Edwin Goldvamsser

The following were not pressnt:

alexander E, irnstein
Nalter H, Bieringer
Herman W. Blook
Joseph P, Chamberlain
Monroe Goldwater
Harry Greenstein
William Haber

idolph Helgq

Wolfgang S, Schwabaohez; -
Leon C, Sunstein T - L :
Jonah B, Wise R

Irma Grarfr
Sidney Hollandeyp

Carlos L, Israels

Mrs, Henry M, Ittleson
Stanley J, Kann

Milton W, King
Theodore Levin
Clarence E, Pickets
Charles 4. Riegelman

Louis S, Weiss
Joseph C, Hyman

The Minutos of the Moebing of the Bxeoutivo. Comnittee held on February .-
17 were approved. ) S .

EESOLUTION ON THE DRATH OF MICHAEL G
e VN 1n 4 :

The Executi
Michael G, fppel,
vice. On motion m
a resolution to thi
family of the late Mr. hLppel,

« APPEL ¢

1.Refugee Ser- . T
; the Committes authorized that . f*/

and a copy be sent to the -

]

«
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REPORT ON MEETING WITH MR, JOHN W, PEHIE, .
4CTING EXECUTTVE DIRECTOR OF THE WAR REFUGEE BQARD =

Mr. Beck reported on a meetin
with Mr, John W, Pehle, Acting Execu
on Thursday, February 24, Attached

g which Professor Chamberla'iri”a'nd;he}hat_ir ST
tive Dirdctor of the War Refugee»Board,‘ S
is a copy of the Minutes of that meeting.

In connection vith the report on the e
Children's Aid which Mr, Beck indicated he wo
suggested that there would be value in submit
States Committee for the Care of European Chi
the experiences with the British children,
experiences of the E,J.Con, after discyssing the matter, it was the sense of
the meeting that we should include any material which can be obtained from
the U.b. Committee without unduly delaying submission of .the report.

xperiences of the European-dewish
uld sent to Mr, Pehle, Mrs, Levy
ting a joint report of the United
ldren and the E,J.C.d,, including
rather than only a report of the

With regard to the question of "internment camps" in the United States
for people brought over in groups,

the Executive Committee “instructed Mr. Beok,
when he informs kr. Pehle of th results of the inguiry he will make in this
connection on his visits to congiities in the next few weeks, to indicate -
that the Committee sees no seriou

s objection to this suggestion, provided the
camps are used as an additional and last resort for rescuing persécuted per- -
sons from ocoupied territories in Europe. . -

REPOLT ON NATIOMLL COLMITTEE ON POST-WaR IMMIGRATION PQLICY

be suggested by counsel. Mr, Rosenwald
discussed with counsel an
the Committee.

indicated that the matter had been
d the appropriation will, accordingly, bo gent to

REPORT ON NEGOTI..TIONS WITH FEDERATION ..GENCIES

Mr, Goldvasser briefly reviewed the progress of the negotiations with
Federation concerning local-national responsibility. He reported that a pro-.
gram had been worked out with Mr, Waldemar Kops, Chairman of +the Federation
Sub-Committee, which Mr, Kops had presented to the Federation group. The
program in brief states that N.R.§8, will continue to provide relief and
employment service for refugees until they have reached the five-year period
of residence in this country. at the five-yoar mark tfese persons. are %o be
referred to the Jewish Sgcial Service Association and the Jewish FPamily Wel-. .-
fare Socicty of Brooklyn and will no longer be the responsibility of N,R,S.

Several meetings have been held with the J.5.8
with representatives of the Jewish Family Welfare Soc
toward the accomplishment of thig program,

indicated that M,RsS. would be willing to turn over cases approaching five~year
residence in the United States six months or & year in advance of the five-year
period, so that the Federation agencies could familiarize themselves with those
cases prior to that time. N.R.S. would reimburse the Federation agencies for

the cost of carrying these cases during the period between the transfer of
the case and the tims it roached the five-year mark. o '

" - e

«h. répPesentatives and -
iety of Brooklyn, looking
At these discussions, it was-

.

-2




Mr, Goldwasser indicated that the question 0f 005t for sases whioh:
ansferred prior to the Tive-year mark is now under diseussion, - B
through Foderation, submitted its ‘estimate., J.S.8,A; ;requests §27, per case
per month; $14 as direct cost ang $13 as indirect cost, The lattey is the .
cost per case for overhead. My, Goldwasser stated that he -agrees with ¢
Vr. Beck that there is no justifi ' \

cation for the inolusion of the indirect -
cost, sinee the overhead would no &

® Federation Sub-Committee, Mr. Goldwasser
-Committee that while the direct cost is
higher than the N,R.S. figure for direct cost, it is not excessive,

Dr. Hexter had informed Mr. Goldwasser on the telephone, prior te the neeting
of the Federation Sub-Committes, that after a year's experience it ocould

be determined which of the ¥direct items weye really applicable to the situa-
tion and should be continued, Mr, Goldwasser replied to Dr. Hexter that this

arrangement would not be satisfactory to him and he would not reocemmend its
approval to the Budget Committee of 1.R.8,

Mre Goldwasser.statéd that in the course of the discussion at the
Fedcration Sub~Comm{i;ee meeting, it was felt that there should be an analysis
of the items in both the estimate from Jds5.8..:, and the one from N.R.S,

Mr., Goldwasser indicated that he was sure that ¥.R.S, would have no objestion
to such an analysis, The question wag raised as to which ggenoy will, bear
the cost of relief for a case that has reached the five~year period for -the
tine between the date gt the five-year anniversary and the reoccipt from the

City of relief, since there ig usually a three to six-week wait after appli=-
cation is made. Mr., Goldwassor i ;

by H.R,S,., with the understanding,-f course, that applications be made -to )
the City promptly, so that N.R.S, wmould be assured of a minimum weiting period,
Mr, Beck stated that his objection to N.R.8¢ paying the interim relief is that
by so doing, the agency disregards the idea that after five years residerce

in the United States a Person ceascs to be a refugee. Further, that the pay-
ment of such interim relief implies participation of Y,R:8, in the transfer of
these cases to publie relief, He would favor paying for all

for an additional three to six weecks rather than Just for those waiting to be
transferred to the public rolls

After careful consideration
that N,R.S, is willing
JeF.W.8. may have in takj
discussion,

cases over five years which are 5 s public relief should not
stand in the way of arriving at

an agreement., Hgowever, it is desirable that
any such payment should not directly relate to

cases to public reliof,

fic principle of turning over

WORKING FUND RESERVE

Mr. Roserwald reported that the workin
inadequate ang, by instr

mads, seconded ang carri

! g fund reserve has been foung.
uction of the officers, has been increased. On motion
¢d, this act of the officers was ratified, :

= . B . M
e
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REPORT ON COMMUNICATIONS AND'MEETING'WITH;THEv;'V -
NRS CHAPTER OF THE SOCTAL SERVICE EMPIO CUNION .- -

Mr. Beck reported that correspondence had been-received: from the N,R.S.
Chapter of the Social Service Employees Union asking for a meeting with the .-
Executive Committee to discuss the question of the transfer of the local cases
to Federation agencies, After discussihg the matbor with several of the

officers, Mr. Beok informed the Union that this subjeot is not within the area -

of negotiations with the Union, but rather vwithin the ares of participation of
staff; o meeting was arranged with the Negotiations Committee of the Union

to clarify this issue. The Negotiations Gommittes egreed that the subject
was not one for negotiation, Eyt the committee would have liked to meet with
the Executive Committec in order to express the following pointss

1. that VRS should ﬁot.delegaterresponsibility for a definite -
policy on public dgericy roferrals on cases after five years,

2. ir gyere is to be any transfor of caseload, it should be
8 cdkplete transfer and not a partial transfer, since the
former would be preferable for the st&ff, :

It vas agreed, as a result of +the meeting with the Negotiations Committee,
that an Administretion-Union committee would be appointed to work out an
orderly plan for the disposition of N,R,S, staff, '

SELF-HELP AND FUND-RAISING

Mr. Beek presented a letter which Self-Help has circulated for the
Purposc of raising funds for résoue-work abroad, which had been brought to the
attention of N,R.S, by Mr. Henry Bernstein of the Greater New York U.J.A,

The question of vhat responsibility N,R.S. has in réspect to duplicetion of
operations by agencies which it subventions vholly or in part, when a portion
~ of the operations of such agencies duplicetes either existing functions of
N.R.5. or of the other agencies within the U.J.A., wmg raised,

After a brief discussion, it wag felt that no action should be taken at
this time, and the Executive Director was asked to explain the situation +o
lir, Bernstein. ' : "

Although thers were several other items on the agenda, sinee it was
late, the meeting vas adjourned, : ) ’

4/7/44




¥ . FATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, 19O,

139 Contrs Btreet
Hew York Oity

“March 14, 1944

Hr. John ¥, Pshis, Loting Executive Director
¥Yar Hafugee Board , ) . -
Erecutiva Office of the Prusident
¥ashington 36, D, 0, T

Dear My, Pohls: o o / .

You '{1_1\1 recall that at the confarence ?i'cirpuoi‘ ﬁhambgrla;p )
And I had with you 4in behalf of Fational Befogao Sorvias on Fabruary 24, :
you Tequezisd Yurther informaetion om two subjeate R - :

{ - )

i ‘sh7 axpariancet which we had with the intermess from
Oentral and Bohth America at Joggoville, Texan asnd B

Cemp Algters, Eew Orleans, : 8

o

&n sualyzis of the resules of the work with the ohildren
af the Burepean-Jswish Cnildron’s Ald, )

o are attaching a brief statement regarding Central end Boush
tesrican injernssa. 4 farthoy report regarding the actual adjustmens .
#iatus of the persons raferred %0 im the *apa5d will be coming 1a to us
w«iikin the nex% ten dsys from the variows Semmnd $4ns in whioch the persons
wow 1iving, A svmsery of this can bs made available bo yoa if 4% will
to nseful ., .

The report on the ohildrenm should be ready in about ten daye oy
$wo wesks, We have beem ia touwah with the Pprincipal communities in vhieh -
the chlldren are placed snd the data regarding the children 16 nov being
aagombled ., - )

Ho would 1like %o reiterass the etatemens vhich e msde o the -
¥ar Rafugee Board prior o your sppointmoat as its Diroctor..- The Hagional
Refuges Service, as the largest American agency dealing with refugees 4in ]
the United States, stande vesdy to he of help $0 you and the: Board in your )

progras of resculng psrsecuted peoples, Quf resnurses and experiences

within the United Btstes and those of cur sooperating Committses in hundreds

of commanitles Shroughont the oonutry ere &vailable $o you and your Board o .
for all refugees who are.admitted to the United.Ssates sither temporarily = !
¢y poermanently. . . . ) :

” We are informally gathering sentizent from leaders of looal )
actmunities regarding their fesling as to "internuwent caups in the Thited
Btater? - eamps in which peraons aight:be established pending decurity
investigation. We realiss thot $his is, at shis“point, only & vague {dea,
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March 14, 1944

Mr. Albert Abrahamson
1530 - 16th Street, H.W,
Washington, D. C. &

Dear Jim:

I am taking the liberty-of writing to you before
sending an official communica ioli -to the War Refugee Board.
I hope you won't mind. My, Beck thought it might be well
to check with you first on it since Mr, Pehle had mentioned
to him that the ¥ar Refugee Board would not bé{considering
individual cases. . ’

The problem I have in mind is an individual case
but I think it will tie up with a group movement which the
War Refugee Board, mizht have under consideration. Relatives
of Nr. William Résenwald residing in the United States wrote
to him recently asking him to prepare a letter addressed to
the Turkish Consul in Chicago and to the Turkisy Consulate
in Washington, in behalf of relatives now in Theresienstadt.
The names of tie persons abroad are; ©

i

Hathan and Fanny Loewenstein
¢/o Juedische Kommittee fuer Theregienstadt

Philipp, de Montygasse 18, N N
‘Prav V. An die Postnachsendestelle AT
Theresienstadt. . i
s / . - :
They are in possession of valid Palestinian visas. 7 _

Their sons, who are in Palestine, have been attempting for

some time to facilitate their immigration to that country.

The one obstacle is obtaining a transit visa through Turkey.

Mr. Rosenwald had asked us to prepdre the letter to the Tquish;1?5;{
Consulate. We discovered that the Turkish-Consul in Chiecago = -

was merely a honorary consul——an American citizen--and that

there would not be much value in sendingythis letter. However,

a letter was prepared for him addressed to His Excellency,

Mehmet Munir Ertegun at the Turkish Consulate in Washington;

I question whether an individual Ietter such as this at
will have any value. JDC thought it might be able to work it A
out through Lisbon. . . . BN
- \‘!‘
- v 3 h &‘é -
- . - ’ " N ,,y,‘)“’-" - s
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Mr. Albert Abrahamson

It is my feeling, however, that the best source
would be the War Refugee Board® I understand that there
is a project under congideration for the transfer of per-
sons from Theresienstadt. Do you think it would be a. good
plan to forward this material to Mr. Pehle-or will this
letter suffice? N .

Thank you fop/giis and other kindnesseé;

Singpyely,

Y -

Ann S. Petluck, Director
Migration Department

ASP:VG

air mail - special delivery

s o g
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC.
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK CIT‘Y ;

March 7, 1944

[ o P

Mr. Albert Abrahamson - -
1530-16 Street-NW -
Washington, D. C.

Dear Jim: s .
I assume that you .mow in a general way about the National .-

Study of Refugee Adjustment which is now being organized. .

Four agencies - fhe Christian Committee, Friends, Catholic

Committee and U. S. Committee for the Care of European .
Children - have agreed to join with NRS in sponsoring this ) N
project. A Sponsoring Committee of prominent citizens is

now being formed as well as a Steering Committee of a dozen

or fifteen persons who wilil be responsible for active

supervision of the project.

It is contemplated that the actual study itself will be
directed by a professional research person, *ith the assist~
ance of a small staff. Since the study is to be natienal

in scope, it is likely that much of the data will have to be
gathered thru agencies in various communities with the

study staff itself making an intensive survey of two or three
cities. However, all of this is very tentative since it is
recognized that the final form and method will have to be

largely shaped by the study director.

The Steering Committee, of which Alvin Johnson has just
accepted the chairmanship, will meet on Wednesday, March 15,
and one of its first basks will be the séTedtion6F he*study
director. I have been serving as secretary to the project: . - R
during this organizational phase and am currently trying to ’
line up possible candidates and information sbout them.

Broadly speaking, it seems to me that the kind of person re—
quired is one who has had experience in organizing and directing
soclal research, who knows something about social work and
social agencies, although he himself need nat. be a social
worker, who is able to organize a project in such a way that

it can be completed in a limited time (we visualize that this

study should take no more than a year) wnd who is a facile and

competent writer. \k,-“:
) SRR ) o

Can you think of anyone who might be qualified:end available = . o -
for this job? Preferably, it should be s full time person N
B

although in a pinch we might consider-& part time director .

AIDS AMERICA -
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Mr. Albert Abrahamson

page 2

combined with a good full time agsistant,
not been fixed but we are looking for a top notch person.
I am enclosing a very tentative outline of purpose and

content which was prepared some months ago.

The details
are, of course, subject to change but I thought this might
be useful if you should have, occasion to speak to anyone’
about the study,

I shall appreciate any
make. If any aspect is
guestions, just let me

e

suggestions ‘which you are able to _
not clear or if Yyou have,a,ny further
know and I shall £+ to angwer them.-

Co 1y yours,

/C
Marcel Kovars
Administrative Assistant

How are you enjoying your new job?

The salary has - -
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A PROPOSED NATIONAL STUDY OF THE ADJUSTMENT OF REFUGEES

I. Purpose: To determine the degree of economio and'socfél"adjus_tmex_iﬁ ofvjbh‘éi:;

refugees who have entered the U, S, within the last ten years, to Basoertain t

their special ocontributions to American oulture and economy in order to. éc‘mr@‘har—' -

act misconoeptions and the growing manifestations of anti-immigration sentiment

"Anong various groups throughout the country-~both organized and unorganized..

there has stemmed a growng anti-immigration bias,...,
"Strong factors are attempting to destroy the traditional ideology of
the United States as a haven for refugees and a country to which
immigrants shall eontinue to come. We believe that a study which
will show what has happened to persous who have recently come into )
the country as iphigrants and what these persons have given to U.S.
will be helpful in providing factual evidence proving the values of
Immigration and the immigrants v . :
11, Soopes To include all refugses {from racial, religious a.nd political Nazi
persecution) for whom organized sources of information are available. To limit
the inquiry to objective manifostations and not got into psychelogiocal and
emotional factors. 7
111, Content:
A+ Baokgrounds R
1. A general statement of the attitudes the refugoess brought with
them and how these wore met and intorpretod = tho tochniques
and processes developed to handle thoir special probloms. (In
connection with this special roference might bo madé to Rosettlo-
ment and Children's Programs,) S . , - »
2. Tho aitmosphere they fou;:xd - the economic and social soene iﬁ ;17
America from 1933 - and changes in H{is ploture after we entored
the war, .
3+ A deseription of ti’ie group as a whole, 'c:o‘vering su"oh indioat;‘n.ons
as age, education, odcupation, .obuntry of oriéin, rééséhs fo;' -
‘:;;-,coming to Americ;a, twho! }).rought Azover 'whéx‘n',present geographic

distribution, size of families, marriage to’ci’bizens or intere i

Amarria'ge within refugee’gr§up. nuvber of ohildren.born Vp‘ere,' _

|
¢




relatives abroad and relat
composition),

ionship, (i,e. brpken;fa@iliggfagd~
Bs Oriteria of adjustment

1. Economio

a. Present ocoupatlons - whether or not previous skills were’ .

utilized or retraining had taken place,

o SRR ) i
b. Wage earners, how many and who, earnings, ) Lot

Extent of self suppott,;@ourbes of iﬁoome other than oarnings, 1 ;

d. Dependency on socisl agenéies, prlvate and public (questlon

£ risk of becoming public ohargos)

[l
.

Social and oulturaljr\

2. Citizenship - interest in becoming U,

S. citizens (as an indi-
cation of intent to remain),

(1) Applied for 1st papers and how s0on after arrivsl.

(2) Applied roy 2nd papers.

(3) Became citizens,

(Explanations of delays and restrictive measures ),

b. T,V's atbempts to change status and achievement. . :

¢s Faocility with English langusge.
d. Reading habits.

6. Forms of recreation and cultural activities.

f. Religious affiliation.

g- Philanthropio activities, flnanoial and-other contrlbutions.‘ -

Participation in olubs, proteotive or fraternal groups (their
own or American) also community organizatidqé, trade

assocations end unions,

Civilign>defense and war-relief aotivities (Pointing out

regtriotions),

Je Servicedin armed foroes,

k.

-

Scholaetic achievements of ohildren. o A o
l. Degres of criminallty

) -2 -
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Special_aohievements,and ocontributions made byr-vf l'

l. Physicians
2. Musioians, writers, artists, scholars.,

3. Soientists ang inventors,

4., Business men

{with speocial emphasis on aid to the war effort)

IV, Organization and Procedure

e
A+ Auspicess Advisable to have an advisory committee made up of

‘People well known to the general publio, and of unquestioned in-

Yegrity and 1ack4?§\bias. Some outstaﬁdingjrefugees,should,be in-

volved,

Be Methods; ‘
1., Use or primary and seobndary date (guestionnaires and inter-
views for former, resesrch for lattef).
2. Combination or & broad inquiry for limited types of information

and an intensive survey in several seleqte@,oommunities.

3. A preliminary sampling and testing.

C. BExisting resources (for contacts with refugees and material about
them)
1. Literature (see attached bibliography),

2. Other papers and theses,

I o ,,V,.A_,» I
3+ Refuges organizations and publications, - R R e o KR
4. Social agencies and committees, ’
o
1. Statistios -
2. Case~records . . ) . - ' o

3. Pield roports
4s Minutes

#8. Pamphlets

-3 .




Timing; Extent of undertaklng and size of staff will determineﬂthis

Value in short span for up-to-date results,

Unresolved questions

ls Whether direation of study should be undertaken direotly by

NeReSs or by a designated non-sectarian body such asg a

Departmont of g Univassity;

2e Details of scope, mothod.and Procedurs, staff and timing,
3. Whole quéktion of financing:

Septe 21st, 1943
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NOTIES OF WEETING WITH MR, PEHIE
Thursday, Eobruary 24, 1944

Prior to going to Mr. Pchlc's offido, ProfosSor,Chﬁderlain;,~>
tent. of our approach, It was ‘qe-

be brought into the disoussion only if the trend of the conversation with’
Mr. Pehle indicated that they fitted in. We would first attempt to get Mr,
Pehle's reactions without presenting any point of view, -

out the country. We emphasized the fact that
though in our mig i 1
asked Mr, Pehle whether the War Refugee Board

wes considering anything in
relation to the United Stafes and how he saw N.R.S.. Pitting into such 8.
picture, :

Mr. Pehle started off by stating that he vasg interested and- -
hoped that something could~“be done to bring additional persons into the United
States sinoce, among other things, it would put the War Refugee Board in & ’
better "bargaining" position vis~a-vis other countries, He realized the pro-
blems involved and the differences of opinion in governmente] oircles regard-
ing the desirability and potentialities of such action, For example, he
knew that there - ]
States but had no visas because of some thinking that such individuals might -
Just as well go to a oamp in North Africa. Mr, Pehle said that such indi-

viduals, he thought, might sooner be admitted to the United States, so-that
North Africen camps would be reserved for pérsons rescued from ocoupied terri-
tory. ’

Mr. Pehle believed that the War Refu
be concerned with movement of people in groups probably to be placed in ocamps,
He knows there is resistance to camp placements. However, he thinks it is
the only way in which a quick and sizeable Job can be done, He realizes that
the success of any rescue plan will dépend on the ability to keep movement
in and out of neutral countries; that in order to keep neutral countries open
for new groups, those brought into neutral countries will have to be moved

out and moved out qQuickly., The program indioated.the possibility of camps

in North Africa and, in the eagtern Mediterpanean{ movement into Palestine,:

gee Board would probably

In speaking of camps, Mr, Pshle said he had thought rather:
preliminarily of the idea of camps in the United Stetes. He thought that

people eligible to entdr the United States .

§ uch camps which might be oalled
"inte rnment" camps, He asked us what we thou

ght the reaction might be. We
suggested the possibility, with Mr, Pehlg's permission, of making inquiries
in the next few communities visited by us régarding/attitudes toward suoch
camps, : N

[ )
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In the process of diseussion, the experience with interrment -
camps in Algiers and Seagoville was mentioned: In these instances sesurity
investigations by the Department of Justice led to the release of some of
the ‘people brought from South and Centrsl Americe, He was interested in the
experiences, although he realized it had a different background and purpose
from that of the War Refugee Board. He asked that vie write up our knowledge
and experience and give him a report. In the course of discussion, Professor
Chamberlain mentioned previous discussion with the State Department regarding
a group settlement in the Virgin Islands indiocating that they had thought of
the possibility of about 500 people begng cared for in the Virgin Islands and
that these people might in all likelihood be admitted to the Islands without
needing to qualify in all the present immigration requirements. Mr, Pehle

made no direot comment on the possibility of the Virgin Islands, although he
indicated an interest. . ) )

kr, Pehle also syabed that one of his particular interests is
the possibility of further movement of children, He thought the public atti-
tude in the United States entirely favorable for admission of children, He
would like to know more about the experiences of the European-Jewish,Cbildren's
Aid progrem and asked if we would not give him a report. We said ve would be
glad to work up a report, cspecially on those children originally brought in
by the E.J.C.A. who have been here a long enough time for evaluation,

Ky impression throughout the conversation wes that Mr, Pehle is
sincerely interested in trying to do something in terms of the United States,
if relationships with other departments permit, He brought out many of the
questions we originally intended to ask of him without the need on our part
to broach them. He indicated in & short period of time.a fair understanding
of many of the difficultics, 4s a matter of fact, he knew a 1little more about
the MyR.8. than I had anticipated, which was probably the result of a oconversa-
tion he had had with Jim Abrahamson. His oxpressed interest in requesting
the two reports was, I believe, sinccrc and with the hope that the material
could be of help to him in formulating plans. It is true that it was obvious
that much of this is still in the formative thinking stage and thet plans re-
lative to the United States probably have had little attention up to this time.
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& Februsry éi; 1944,

Mr. J. W. Pehle

Acting Exgzu%ive Director
War Refuget Board
Washington 25, D.C.

Desr Mr, Pehle;

: four letter addressed to iir, Charles
Riegelmarn, President of National Refugee Service has
been received today. I will talk with you about the
flztement which Yyou have requesteg when I gee you in
Vashington on Thursday morning,

Sincerely yours, -
. §‘l&\

sepNE, Beck'
Executive Director




In reply please
refer to: 90

Dear Mr, Risgelmant

Tour lettef of February 2, 1944, to the Sscretary
of War has been referred to me, .

The interest of the National Refugee Service in -
the work of the Board and the offer of 1ts aseistsnce and
support are greatly appreociated, .

) No doubt, you have by now received my letter of
_February 8, 1944, requesting the advice and cooperation of
agencies concerned with the prodlems of the Board, It 4a
expected that the statement requeated in that latter. will
be very helpful, and I shall be pleaced to receive your

suggestions as soon as possible, '

Very truly yours,

(81ened) 7, W, Pohle

J. W, Pehle
Acting Executive Dieotor

Mr. Charles A, Riegelzman, . IR
Prasident, ) ! R
Hational Refugee Service, Ine,,

139 Centre Street, w3
New York, New York, - )

R

5
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In reply plesse
refer to: 90

FEB 19 1949

Hy dear Mr, Secretary: . )

Thank you fof your letter of Febyrunry B. 1944,
and ite enclosures, transmitting e cony of a letter from
Mr, Charles A, Riegelman, Fresident of the National Rasfugen
Service, Ine, -

The matter referred to in Mr, Riegelmen's letter
will receive prompt attgnﬂon. .

Very truly yours,
{Signed) J. W. Pehié
J. U, Péhle
Aoting Executivs Direcior

The Honorable Henry L, Stimson,

Secretary of Wayr,

RBRHutchisoniagr 2-16-44
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WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON, D. C. v ANS,_;..‘./..'A-.,,
NO ANZ. RiQ. ...
FEB 8 1944 INITIAL.“77TTﬂu.
RCIANTAII.
DATE. s |
C - Ad Q; . .4/1/
Wr. John Pehle, {dte B X'\}(,,, Y}p
Assistant to the Secretary, Seranis oy Sax
lreasury Department,

o
afeo M 2

Washington 25, D. C,

Dear iir. Pehle:

1 am pleased to inclose a co 7 of a letter dated rebruary 2,
1944, from ilr. Charles A. RiegeLﬁgﬂl President of the Mational
kefugee Service, Inc., tendering the services of his organization
to the iiar Refugee Board. Your attention is invited to the state-
ment that similar letters have been sent to the Secretery of State
and the Secretary of the Treasury, B

For your information, I also inclose a
ur. Rlegelman, 1t is my understanding that
appointed Acting kxecutive Director of the \
will make the necessary
Board at the proper time

copy of my reply to
you, as the newly- -
ar Hefugee Board,
reconmiendations in this regard to the

Sincerely yours,
%/7/4 ilZ@”’”a“

Secretary of Var,
incls.-

Ltr fr iir, Riegelman;
Ltr to wr. hiegelman,




#r. Cherles A. Riegelnsn,

President, Hetional Refugee Service, Iuc.,
139 Centre Street,

tiew York, H.la

Dear dr, Riegelmani

Receipt of your letter of rebruary 2, 1944, coﬂygying<the
generous offer of the Hutlonal pefugee Servics, Inc., to be of

51l pogsible ansistance in the’work of the President's Yor Refugee ..

Bourd, is grotefully acknowledged.

at the present time the work of the ¥ar Refugee Bosrd 1s
still in the formstive stage. [t 1s noped thst we will scon be
ensbled to turn to pood use the proferred services of puch d~
gonizations as yours with their world-wide interest in the res~
cue of all refugess. lan the meantlme, 1 am plessed to hend -
your leticr to @r. John Pehle, Assistant to the Secretzry of the
Tressury, wio has just been appointed Acking Execubive Dirzotor

of the Var Refugee Boerd.

Sincerely yours,

(8gd.) HENRY L. STIMSON

vecrctary of VYar.

‘ _ Y
(YRR

FEB 8~ 1944 :




. MRS
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, IKNC.
139 GENTRE STREET

NEW YORK CITY
Yebruary 2, 1944
Ihe Honorable Hemry L. Stimson
secretary of Vox
.iember of the Var Refugee Board
‘wshington, D. C,.
L 3

wy Qecr ur. Stimson:

The Hetionsl Refugee Service expresses its deep gratitude for the
formation by the President of the War Refugee Board and for hig liberal
airective outlining its area of operation. We ere proud thet the United
States has essumed leaderspip in the great task of rescuing the.persecuted,

e understand from the President's directive that the Yiar Refugee
noard is authorized to invite the help &nd services of rrivete agencies
vnieh neve had experience in aiding and planning for refugees. The National
refuger tervice is the lergest privete ~ailanthropic agency in the United
Ltates working with refugees who reside in this country. Having mobilized
the protescional and volunteer soclal resources oi wore than & thousand
conmmities in cvery stete of the Union, vwe heve been able to assist and
cuide e large majority of the 270,000 refugees vino heve been given either
temporsry or permsnent heven here., The primary objective in all of" our work
Zes been to help reiugees to becoume integrated in the swerican scene and to
vecone useiul =nd constructive participants as residents here and in the war
eftort. Yo this end, ve aave morked in close coliaboration vith many
- overnmentzl r rencieg and depertments, including the Department of State,
tne Uepartment o+ Justice, the Ium.igration and waturalizetion Service, the
Yiilce oi Frocurement and assignment of the .ar #@enpower Commission, and the
Uf'iice of str-tegic services of the War Department.

1t is a vrivilege to pledge to the jiar nefugee Board the aid and .
services of wsational Refugee Service. Here, within the United States, our
organization has developed a comprehensive body of experience in vorking with
“nd resettling thousands of refugees during the past téen years. We stand
ready to make tiis experience and our facilities ayailable to. your Bosrd for
all refugees wio ere admitted to the United States-either temporarily or .
cermanently, and to provide such aid a8 may be recuired to.the extent of the
Yunds Trom all sources viaich may now, or in the future, be at our disposal -
ior these purposes. We similarly pledge the support of mgore than a thousand
cooperating committees in comaunities throughout the co 1bry .

Respectfully, -

s/CHARLES &, RIEGRDRAG 1 999
Charles &. Riegelman, -President
National Refugee Service, Inc.

Similar communications have been forwarded'to_the*Honorable Cordell Hutl
aud the ifonorable Herry lorgenthau, Jr. o N

’
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AMERICA’S NEWCOMERS ... AIDS'AMERICA:

INR:S

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC."
139 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK CITY

‘February 2, 1944

The Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr,
Secretary of the Treasury

wember of the War Refugee Board
washington, D. C, -

iy dear Mr. porgenthau:

The National Refugee Service expresses its deep gratitude for the
formation by the President of the War Refugee Board and for his liberal
directive outlining its a of operation, We are vroud that the United
States has assumed leadefship in the great task of rescuing the persecuted,

e understand from the President's directive that the
Board is authorized to invite the help and services of private agencies
which have lad experience in aiding and planning for refugees. The National .
refugee Service is the largest private philanthropic agency in-the United
Stetes working with refugees who reside in this country. Having mobilized
the =rofessional snd volunteer sccial resources of more than a thousand
communities in every state of the Union, we nave Leen able to assist and
guide a large msjority of the 270,000 refugees who have been given either
temnorary or vermsnent haven nere. The primary objective in all of our work
‘has been to nelp refugees to become integrated in the Americen scene and to
become useful and constructive varticipants as residents here and in the w
effort. To this end, we have worked in close collaboration with many
govermientel agencies and departments, including the Department of State,
the Department of Justice, the Imnigration and Naturalization Service, the
Office of Procurement and Assignment of the Wwar Manpower Commission, and the
Office of Strategic Services of the War Department,

ar Refugee

It is a privilege to pledge to the War Refugee Board the aid’ and
services of National Refugee Service. Here, within the United States, our
organization nas developed a comprehensive body of experience in working with
and resettling tiousands of refugees during the past ten years. - We stand
ready to make this experience and our facilitied available to _your Board for -
all refugees who are admitted to the United States either temporarily of
vermanently, and to provide such aid as may be required to the extent of the
funds from all sources which may now, or in the future, be -at our disposal
for these purposes. We Similarly pledge the supportfgf more than a thousand
cooperating comuittees in communities throughout the country, :

. Respectfully,  -- -

— ChaFles A. Riegelman, Président
National Refugee Service, Inc,

‘ : - P
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AVictimof Punctuality

By MARGUERITE KOTT
Charles A. Riegetman,

“Sumehow or othier, T can't get
wul ot the habrt of being punc
tal” e sard ructully.

This has plagued him through
sume 300dd years' practice as a
corporanion atterney and atmost
as many years of partieipation in
@ host ol pltanthiopie sucieties

Knowing his “weakness.™ il s
coneeivable that he was among
e first ty arone Lest weekend
for ahe annual e

Nuativial Refugee Seivice at the

Hutel Commuibore Hete hie pes
fTinquished s duties as vive prest-
lent ol e NHS and chaygman of
the executtve cemmittee, to sue

¢ ' a sen, Willam, 1y

coed Willam Hoasenwald s presic fram anmeneny, Fron Service

dent workomoEgypl is now an at
e "OUs Teagonsibiliny

ol expediting the vast program
of the NKS In its ambitiows tasl
ol binging and to the victims of
Nussi has been, and will con
Hnue t be, Mr. Riegetman's chief
functon wWithin 1ae wganzation
o Prefers Modest Kole,
Glves Credit to Agencles

Just how much eredit Mr. Rie.
Eetman personally deserves for
e magnificent recore chat
up by tne Niues In its five y
AV U5 Uit @ mystery afier
nlwur's probing. His esveutive
UL s, almost Salety
Pl Wk, wllen unnoveed -

which the way he wants 1t
| prete: e aarhence ty the plac
fourn. PAAmes” e eaplans

But pridefully he ciedins all
warking  with
anting of Linan.
CIal wsaaTAnee 1o anere tian 32,
R praple, 1ts placemert of some
SR people 1 gainful einploy.
ment. its retaming o - some 2,000
Ui new accupations, and
tement of 14.500 persons
in areas of their choide.

- These achwvements, fuanced
by the Unied Jewish Appeal, are
nch more important in Mr Iie
relinan’s estimation than any.
that inight be sard of him.
Vor Mr. Riegelman is digrofivd,
solenn and self-elfacing.

e works bebind a desk piled
bigh with legal folders. hooks,
papers and pens. Today he sat
calmly amid the confusian at 160
Broadsay and apologized: “Ihis
15 the closest I've cone 1o seeing
the lottom of this -desk  In
months'

e Tries to Louk Severe
And He Almost Succeeds

A tall and slender man, Mr.
Rivgelman attempts to look severe,
s wath the help of exaggerated
facial lnes and deep set fNlinty
eyes, he almost succeeds.

Mr Riegelman's crowded s¢hed-
ule makes 24 hours seem as short
@5 a soldier’s furlough, so he has
of necessity  become  a clock
watcher. Alihough no twe days
are_predictable or alike, he is up
by 7 and ar his desk by 8:30.

Interruptions ging {rom a
conference with  heads of  th
Counell of Jewish Federations
and Welare Funds, of which Mr.
Hiegelman is a director, to a di
cussion of plans for the George
Junior Republic Assn. {a sell-
Boverning colony for children)
are expeeted and eccur with reg-
ularity.

On “good” days Mr. Riegelman
€an leave his office by 6:30, but
5 often as not he might be head
ed {ur another appointment. He

by his own admission, wastes
more time being on time than any persun he knows,

Cndeavois 0 die ot night wih

his wile, she, us president of

Brony House, an active work
I the League of Women Vot

€5, s frequently on reute o

ceninitiee meettng hersel!,

nily Reuntons

Uew wiml Fur Between

AMeer 37 years expericnce, My
Hicgrlman lus resigned himsel(

tu the Lact that ne one in his
famiy stays put much of the
Hme. A daughter, Carol, is with
al affice ol the Inter
national Labor Organization, and

-k

the Monte

toiney with the Stale Dept. in
Waslungton.

amily rewnions are few and
far between A pleasant coinei
eI Lwo years' separation
oecutred last August when Caral
artived by Clipper fram England,
where she had been on business,
and Willinm telephoned tcollect)
from Miami, after his return to
the States.

“We hud a short visit together
and Uwn it was back to work ”

Mr. Ricgelman’s formula seems
to b nine-tenths work and play
when possible. ‘Pwo  weeks of
cach summer are speat “with the
boys” fishing in the Gaspe re
glon of Canada. After 20 consecy.
tive years, Mr. Riegelman prob
ably has many a fish story to
tell, but he Mmits his comments

to explaining how a 351-pounl -
po

salmon happens lo be mounted
conspicuousiy on the wall.

It was “taken” June 27, 1936,
and Mr. Ricgelman atlests to the
Taet that it w net purchased
in a fish market,

Me Likes Amerlean Foods
And Conscryative Clothes

“I remember the day very well.
It took me Lwo liours to land 1t
after I hooked him, and it was a
hot day and I was ox-

NCTUALITY is outstunding characteristic of Charles A. Riegelinan,

music as a listener, and most Gar-
ut h

den event: is fanatic
about non em. Steaks are
his only ubsession in foods. He

prefers solids in both his suits
and lies, will take Brahms for
concert performance and Wagner
tor opera.

When he goes to a movle 1t Is
usually withh an ulterior mative
that rarely concerns the perfornt
ance itself. “I go te Radiv City
in the summertime to keep cool.”
he explains. When he reads it is
a lght detective novel, but he

sses that he s not a quali.
ic of anything he reads.
remember the authors'
names and rareiy the plots.”
MHe Doesn't Notive Wife's
New Clolhes Often Enough

Mr. Ricgelman has an engag-
ing and rank way of answering
questions, which is conslstent
his professed  dislike of

people “who pretend to be what "

they aren't and know whal they
dun'”
‘The hectic nature of his pro-
gram has done tricks to his sleep
ing hablts. “I slecp less than any-
one I know,” lic sald, refusing to
sp the hours. “When [ final-
iy retire, IUs usvally to think.”
Anything over eight Is a erowd
in Mr. Hi i

hausted when I finished.” -
Mr. Riegelman describes him-
self as “a very ordinary
with undernourished tastes .
Specilically he likes only Amer-
lean foods, conservative clotlies,

llow

He considers himselt a reason-
ably observant man, but smiles

between us 1 don't notice _my
new elothes as often as
she'd like me to.*
Mr. Riegelman finds his chief

St Fhoto oy Cabvag

who finds days too short for ¥is many aetivities.

“source of stlmulation in the law 1o devote all his lime to soclal
and can't remember the lime  welfare.

when he fell any ambltion to be
a fireman or a policeman or any-
thing else. Still, If he were grani-
ed a speclal wish, he'd ask for
less crowded days—and a chance

You agaln after I read about this,”
Mr, Rlegelman -said bluntly, ex-
tending his hand. But his eyes
finally twinkled. .

Lets Laok Al the Record'

7934 « 1944

in 10 Years the National Refugee Service
and its predecessor agencies

® aided the adjustment of most of the 270,000 refugees
of all nationalifies and law in the US.A: provided
reliof and family services Yo”32.000; made 22,000 job
placements, many in war industries: placed 2.000 phy-
sicians in small towns and insfitutions urgently needing
doctors. .

® provided over 315,000 migration services, alping Amer-
ican relatives to aid the escape -of mh‘!“gees abroad:
aided 15,000 newcomers 1o raseltlo mland away from
crowded soaporls: arranged recoption and plocement of
1,000 refugee children,

® guided and assisted 1000 communities in organizing
refugee-aid programs; helped the newcomers fo comply
with warfime security messures affecting aliens, to enter
fully into the American wa of life, become American
citizens, and do thair share for viciory on the home front
and the Battlefronts, :
NRS is a comfituent agency of the United Jewish
Appeal and o beneficiory of ifs campaigns,

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC.
* 139 Conlre Street  Maw York | Y.

“I probably won't want to sec -
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC,
139 Centre Street
NEW YORK CITY

February 2, 1944 .

The Honorable Cordell Hull
Secretary of State

Ilember of the War Refugee Bo¥%rd
Washington, D, ¢,

My dear idr, Hull:

The Mational Ref;gge Service expresses 1ts deen
gratitude for the formatinn by the President of the War
Refugee Board and for his liberal directive outlining
1ta area of ¢preration, We are proud that the United
States has assumed leadership in the great task of
resculng the persecuted, ,

“e understand from the President's directive that
the YWar Sefugee Board is authorized to invite the heln
and services nf nrivate agencies which have had exper- :
lence in aiaing and nlanning for refugees, The National
Refugee Service 1s tne largest nrivate philanthropie
agency in the United States working with refugees who
reslde in tnis eountry, Having mobilized the precfesnsional
and volunteer amoscial resources of more than a Tthousand com-
unitieg in every state of the Union, we have been able
to s8sist and gulde a large majority of the 270,000
refugees who have been given either temnorary or vermanent
haven here, The primary objective in all of our work hasa
been to help refugees to become integrated in the American
scene and to become useful and constructive particinants
As residents here and in the war effort, To this end, we’
have worked in clese collaboration with many governmental
agencles and departments, including the Department of
State, the Denartment of Justice, the Imnfpration and
Haturallization Service, the Office of - Procurement and
Asslgnment of the War Manpower Commission, and the Office
of Strategic Services of the War Department.

It 18 g rrivilege to nledge to the
the ald and services of National Refugee Service. - Here,
within the United States, our organization has developed
& comprehensive body of experience in vorking with and
resettling thousands of refugees during the past ten
Years, VWe gtand ready to make this experience and our
facilities available to your Board for all refugees who

War. Refugee Board
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are admitted to the United States elther temporarily or
permanently, and to provide such aid as may be required
to the extent of the funds from all sources which may
now, or in the Ffuture, be at our disposal for these pur-
poses. Ve similarly nledge the support of more than a

thousand cooperating committees in communities throughout { L
the country. ;

L
Resnectfully,

CHARLES A, RIEGEL¥MAN, Preésident
Natlonal Refugee Service, Inec,,

e

Slmilar communications have been forwarded to the Honorable
“enry L. 8timson and tue Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr,
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