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REPORT PRSPARED BY MISS M. INGEBORD OLSEN, 

ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES COMMITTEE 
FOP. TP.E GARF 0F EURJPE,'\N CHILDREN 

F.ef'ugee c!ii.Ldre:i who nave been brought to tne United State11 by the 

Gerco;:n-Jewish Chi.i.dren 1 3 Aid e11ci later by the United States Committee for the 

C'·re of Eurociean Children oay be gr:>U?)ed in two sec't,_j,ons. The first came during .. ;: 

tt.t:! :Jt;riod fr:nn Noveiaber, 19.3/-+ to 19/.l otL:_tne·-~or_jor;:. ta affidavit '.lf the German-

Je.vis!1 ChiLdren 1 s hid. Those w'w fo_i_loweci, iil :;r_une, ;'.941 and l<;,ter hqve been 

~:)Qn~ured h:: '.he United Sb :es Co;:;1~i ttee. T:-ie eo:r lier childr<on. came directly _;-

n t -., ·- J .:_,, t ·. :. it. Ciill b;, a11 tici}X.t t.ec; thli t future ~rOU!Jc'; VI ill i11iV8 exper-

j : ~ t, -_ . .:..:~ ~·1 ·: ''_l _t:re rev .:..e·11eo. 

iT0r.: ~ .. e •,·.>~:..l ,;rom> of Cont.inental chil.d:ren wLo were brought to the 

'_ •.c·:i "t t''" unoer tne cor;iorate afl"iciavi t of the Uni tet}to.tes Co1Jir.i ttee during 

;eriJ'1 bet·Neen June, 19/,l and July, 1942, a sample number of cases which 

1»02c,ose1it .rnly a secti.m of tne acti vi tJ;es .Jf tne United States ""ommi ttee have 

been selected f'Jr reviHv1, Al though many core cnildren have s'.1bsequently_ come here; 

it, ,.,33 considered best to confine this brief survey of adjl.wtments to those children 

w'u .1ave been in the United St1ctes f·Jr uot less t:wn o. ye1J.r and·'-, half, An estLJate 

:if acij_1~t:71ent· before· thi,t much time has elapl'led·seews .(to us) invalid, 
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reaso.1ably su9pose, hm•ever, tn"t after almost t·;10 years in a new country -

a cnild n~s found his bearings through a grasp of language and customs to sti,<;h 

a ciegree t:'l'tt we can expect :1im to have J.oo<t much 0f his early fear and strangei:ie.ss. 

He !1a 0 :wd a c:1w1ce t._1 f.:irgnt 'l good ueal ':>f his hardship and anxiety and to learn 

thro·:~J· a sc: b 0 t.: t·Jte .:·c::Ey and CO"Jnmi ty h degree 0-:if security- and safety, which 

woulc1 · er::ii t iii"' to be, <1i1:1self. Such a ,;erioc; of adjustment would be essential with 

·:a:' :;ad t·:i fin:i nis 1niy iif"P. new .;-.etr,ing~ but is doubly true 
. --""- -

ano :r ~e:cci.", T!;ey :1au c-een and CJad, themselves, experienced· t,;_ie cruel treatment of 

inv:-~inc; ·-r"•i.es £111d rnre see;cing ref'ut;e ~-natever it might be, Irf ra0st ins.t\'nces 

the-r·:· '""re ri:• '·'·e:t. 0 t:i 0 "c.J ;1i.etl,er or not they should come to ·t'"Je United ·ati:ltes. 

The ··i;i_;_uren .--~--

.cc:ce:·:·':r: t w:;s 'Neig" teu, t:;eref.:ire, by tim fact th:: t preceding 

'.Jrner t.;,.-· _;•;·><orvL·~-J11 ,L U1" Eurouean-Jewish ChiLdren 1 3 Aid, COO'.Jerating 

in ':.ac,r.1en1. ::nu su- :::·v.::-i,;, J. t ,.,m, t:iese boys and girls were ·placed with 

priv· ",r• .i.:,•c· ·Jr r~1 1,iv,.,s, :·1eir :JJ.acements being worked out by local ci-1ildren's 

Unj.~~.:.i ~r.:. :.cs C.11::L ,_,_,,,, Her'.l,lur reports from these agencies on the progress of 

the c·:ii_•;"en t">r•11 t.:ct: C>·-.sis f·:Jr tne f')ll.0wing statements: 

u:--,e ":Un<ire:, :met 1-:irty-five records were studied. Of these 135, 81 were 

boys :,nd )L. !!irL::;. '.1ri•,ir ~ges on ndmission rRngeo from 6 to f6, with 50% falling 

be L- '""'" t.:ie '·~'.es c>i
0 

10 thro'.-f.h 12, Only 14 .'lad not reached t:1eir t~nth birthday on 

J 

i'.c.io0l r<';>orts inrlicrite that for the :nos~ pRrt tnese children __ ~re· up to 

the ,y11de l.evel 11:-:'ro;:iri1;te t·:J their age. A very small percentage have made !Joor' 

sciaJOl. 'ld,il1.~ L1Jcmts, t[ie majority of thE: group being reported as doing fair or 

better than fo.ir >1or~, ;·:itr1 almost 1/4 shov:ing outstand;lng achii!lvement •.. One has 
. .-

gradunted froIJ college;_ 2 now atter1d. Two boys nave ;reache~_ an age where ,they ~ght 

,ipin the Uni Le,: ::'-tu.tes ilrmy. . A small -number are. emp).oyed; -b\+t a'ttend-'.even_ing-. school , 
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if they have not com!ileted toeir educational requirements or graduated from high 

school. Oniy a :·ew Rre oic; enough to nave finished high school. 

'"ocL.l ao_;u t'llent, as a'.J_1iie<i to the _;resent adaptation of the child to 

c~' ses, r1!1i ._F on.Ly a very sr!:h:l :1umber L1&ve S!;O~·!n -ou tst'arll1ilgly poor a.Qili ty 

-':,:,t~_,l_i;:; ;_:-.t_.-, t·.ei; :.e;·.- .=;:1v1.::--::H1L·,ent. · The-.b&sis f.)r the.Be malad.:;ustrcents seem to 
-. 

: i·~ •.. "'"'e_·-Y ··n:.reti('<H'" c-,_,)t,i:Jflhl uiiTicult.i".9 m'f:l'.'C.i1 r!ave Qeen brought on or 

'J "e ·"'-; t·. -1; t.wse chiJ.dren .:as been good. However, t'!lere have been a 
_/ 

<'1 '-i.'".C'PS ir. 1:.lc:-1 SO~Cibl r:eo:e.!.il ~!l~.JtltJ!I,S lib.Ve uevelopeci. -Endoc;rine distu}'bunces 

"t 1,,,., ~.hereabo•_, ts •.J!- tne •<..rents of wmse ci1ildren are 

-.-."-_et.LJ.Y un,::i1·Jwn. :0::.e -1•"r'" ,_,-'-i:~'..cely .mown to be uead 11t the time of the children's 

irn;r.~1'r ~tiun. One r'>Pt 01 ai.l t-ie gr.Jt.;" ~- sLep-f:ither, has been able ta join his 

GeL<T'lJ._Ly !''.le:.:ci1ig, tuen, t,n;,se citildren huve snov.n in tneir health, school 

c..1-.• ~'.Jcinl n'-.~"-'ti«ent & ,,~rticullirly ,;oor'i hbil.i.ty to adapt themselves to their new 

s·:r-r,1un«i.ngs. The rnunher :if c·llildren wno have shown serious social or school mal-

-c'1'c;t:•en t .as been relEti Vely SI,,all \V,1ile extraorciinary ~edical and dental proble!J\6 

na vo been Ir,in:::>r. 
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A DECADE 
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NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC, 

139 CENTRE STREET 
NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 

f,!r. Albert Abro.hamson'· 
'.\'ar Fefu1:ee Board 
:'.'a sh)mg ton, D. C • 

Dear Jim: 

May 8, 1944 

.... 
f:nclosed &re for.r conies of Williain."Green•·s 

let.t.er. '.:e c:1;pplied it to eb;nt b1en+.y-five comnienti:tors­
s.rhl to c.11 of the morning napers. It was mailed from 
Philadelnhia today. 

Keep your "ingers crosl"ed! I have just come 
from an &ppoint111ent which ma~r get us editorial comment 
ir every Hear'+ newspapey· in the United States within 
the p ·.x+. 1.rnek. 

Yn') wj.11 w&n+ to ~U1J':'lY a co•1y of the enclosed 
letter to ~einstein. 

ERG:rk 
Enc. 

OF 

Sincerely, 

Eph~ C::mberg 

J 

R E F U G E E. A I D . I N · A M E R JC" A 
War ~elief Control BOard Reg. No. 570 
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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
fresident of the United States, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Hotel Adelphia . 
Philadelp~ia, Pa., 
May 8, 1944. 

' Permit me to call your attention to a.resolution adopted by tl;le 
American Federation of Labor at its last convention which was held during 
October 1943. As you will no doubt recall, the millions of men and women 
who compose the rank and file of.the .A.mericarf'Federation of Labor l!lember­
ship went on record urging the un\'ted St"J...tes to.grant at least temporary 
asylum to the victims of Hitler• s bestial"'persecut~ion. The term "free 
port" had not been coined at that time 'eu.t the santiment of the membership 
was and is nonetheless synonymous with the<p_ropoaal. 

I quote the foll9Wing section from Resolution No, 73 whieh was 
adopted at the convention': "To this end, the .American Federat.ion of .Labor 
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps to _rescue the rema:in­
ing Jews of occupied Europe. We call upon the United Nations, and our own 
country, to provide for them temporary havens ~n their territories". 

I am writing at this time because I have learned that .the War 
Refugee Board which you established recently is interested in '\\hat is 
referred to as the "free port" plan, Please .pa advised that I fully and 
unreservedly support. this program of rescue f'or refugees. I urge ·you. to 
effect the realization of this humanitarihn measure, which is really a 
small undertaking for a nation as great as ours, We are feeding, clothing 
and housing over 130,000 captured Nazis while at the same time we have made 
no move in tho direction of alleviating the suffering of ~t loast a small 
fraction of that number. 

I understand that tiny Switzerland, despite its neutrality and 
hazardous geographical position on the map of Europe, has welcomed to its 
territory a far greater number of men and women driven out by the Nazis 
than might be expected of her. These refugees live in camps and are per­
mitted much more freedom of movement that the ·original 11 free port" sug­
gestion calls for, 

I am proud to know that a great many newspapers in our country 
have published editorials supporting this proposal: It is encouraging to 
note that the carnage in which mankind at present finds itself engaged on 
a world-wide scale has not lessened the American's traditional sympathetic 
and humane attitude toward his fellow men. 

j 
I urge you, Mr. President, in my own name and in the name of all 

the members of the .American Federation of Labor to cause the creation of· 
"free ports" in this country for refugee victims of the cruel war :'... now, 
before it is too late. Such action· on your part, I believe, will clear 
the way for similar action in other parts of the Allied and neutral world, 

-·-._----~--

Sinaerely yours, 

(signeo) William Green 
Pres;ident; 
American Federation o:i •Labor. 

-· . . -·:• . 

.. : ·', 

i_~ . 

,. 

··;' .. -··· ---!.:.-·- -_._,..: __ _ .• . .' .· . 
,. -.. . · ..... · ... "?:-::··'-: . ' ... ···. -.. ..-.: : ·-. 

. ·'!.~ ~ :· .. , -.. 
, ... .•. :~:.--~';'"'"'"°··-_--

,._,•,._. _, ,· \ ... 



. -- . - ---~------· -- ---~ ·---~--------~-~--~-----. ·-- --------~·-·-- -

• 
Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

-.~ . . . ... :; .·• -

• 
Hotel .Adelphia 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
May 8, 1944. 

Permit me to call your attention to-a resolution adopted by tpe 
American Federation of Labor at its last convention which was held during 
October 1943. As you will no doubt recall, the millions of men and women 
who compose the rank and file ,Sf the A.mericl::t_p Federation of Labor member­
ship went on record urging the United &tates to grant at least temporary 
asylum to the victims of Hitler 1 a"·bestial peraecut ion,- The term "free 
port" had not been coined at that time Jiut the sentiment of the membership 
was and is nonetheless synonymous with tbe,propoeal. 

I quote tho f~wing section from Resolution No,. 73 which was 
adopted at the convention: "To this end, the .American Federation of Labor 
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps.to rescue the r~ma.in­
ing Jews of occupied Europe. We call upon the United Na'tione, and our own 
country, to provide for th.em temporary havens in their territti·ries 11 • 

I am writing at this time because I have learned that the War 
Refugee Board which you established recently is interested in what is 
referred to as the "free port" plan, Please be advised that I fully and 
unreservedly support this program of rescue for refugees. I urge you to 
effect the realization of this humanitarihn measure, which is really a 
small undertaking for a nation as great as ours, We are feeding, clothing 
and housing over 130,000 captured 1'Tall'is while at the same time we have made 
no move in tho direction of alleviating the suffering of at loast a small 
fraction of that number. 

I understand that tiny Switzerland, despite its neutrality and 
hazardous geographical position on the map of Europe, has welcomed to its 
territory a far greater number of men and women driven out by the Nazis 
than might be expected of her. These refugees live in camps and are per­
mitted much more freedom of movement that the original "free port" sug-· 
gestion calls for, 

I am proud to know that a great many newspapers in Oll;J'.' country 
have published editorials supporting this pro,p'Osal. It is en cquraging to 
note that the carnage in ll'hich mankind at present finds itself engag11d on. 
a world-wide scale has not lessened tlie American's trAditional sympathetic 
and humane attitude toward his fellow men. 

J 
I urge you, Mr. President, in·my own name ·and in the name of all 

the members o·f the .American Federation of Labor to cause 1;he creation of 
11 free ports" in this country for _refugee victims of tl;l_e,cruel war - now, 
before it is too late. Such action on your part, I believe, will clear 
the VJay for similar action in other parts of the Allied and neutral world, 

Sincerely yours, 
( signe~) William Green 

Pr<ifliqeflt, 
American Federation .. CYf Labor. 

... _ ... ._. . 
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• 
Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United State-a, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

• 
Hotel.Adelphia 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
May 6, 1944. 

Permit me to call your attention to a resolution adopted by the 
American Federation of Labor at its last convention which was held during 
October 1943. As you will no doubt. recall, the millions of men and women 
who compose the rank and file of the American Federation of Labor member­
ship went on record urging the ~ited S~ates "t'b grant at least temporary 
asylum to the victims of Hitler• s "bestial persecution,·· The term "free 
portn had not been coined at that t:i.me but the sentiment of the membership 
was and is nonetheless synonymous with the proposal. 

I quote the fol~wing section from Resolution No, 73 which was 
adcpted. at the convention: "To this end, the .American Federation of Labor 
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps ·to rescue. the· remain­
ing Jews of occupied Europe. We call upon the United Nations, and o_ur own 
country, to provide for them temporary havens in their territories". 

I am writtng at this time because I have learned that the War 
Refugee Board which you established recently is interested in vJJ.at is 
referred to as the "free port" plan, Please be advised that I fully and 
unreservedly support this program of rescue for refugees. I urge you to 
effect the realization of this hUIIl9.nitarit-.n measure, which is really a 
small undertaking for a nation as great ae ours, We are feeding, clothing 
and housing over 130,000 captured Nasis while at the same time we have made 
no move in tho direction of alleviating the suffering of at least a small 
fraction of that number. 

I understand that tiny Switzerland, despite its neutrality and 
hazardous geographical position on the map of Europe, has welcomed to its 
territory a far greater number of men and women driven out by the Nazis 
than might be expected of her. Those refugees live in camps and are per­
mitted much more freedom of movement that the ·original "free port" sug-
gestion calls for. · 

I am proud to know that a great many.newspapers in our country 
have published editorials supporting this prop_osal. It is enc6uraging to 
note that the carnage in ~hioh mankind at present finds itself engageq on 
a world-wide scale has not le.esened the American• s traditional sympathetic 
and humane attitude toward his fellow men, 

I urge you, Mr. President, in my own name'lind in the name of all 
the mombers of the .American Federation of Labor to cause the creat1on of 
11 free ports" in this country for refugee victims of the cruel war - now, 
before it is too late. Such actfon on your part, I belfeve

1 
will clear 

the way for similar action in other parts of the Allied anu neutral wcrrld. 

Sincerely yoiirs, 
·(signed) William Green 
Pr11-sident, 
American Federation bt Labor. 

i. ~ ... ' .• _ ... ·.:· . ., .f • -· 
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I 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 

April 27, 1944 

Mr. Albert Abr~son 
l':ar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you very much for the conferences 
arranged and for the time you gave me. 
sure it must have been a sacrifice. 

you 
I am 

Apropos the Nathan and Fanny Loewenstein matter, 
I am quoting from a memorandum sent to me by 
:fir. Rosenwald: 

"The following excerpt from a letter by my 
lawyer from Mr. Gordon P. Merria, Chief of the 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs, Department 
of State (Washington), under date of March 25, 
1944, may be of interest to you: 

1
I might add, however, that the War 

Refugee Board, Treasury Building, 
Washington, D.C. is fully informeg 
regarding the conditions under wfiich 
refugees may transit Turkish territory, 
and your client might find it to his 
advantage to address the Viar Re.fugee J 
Board in this connection.' 11 

Thank you again for all your help. 

Cables1 ~ACQMREf,· New York, 

.'; 

ASP:VG 

Ann S. fetluck, Director 
Migration Jlepariment 

A DECADE o~ REF U·G EE AID 
\Var Relief Control Board Reg. No. 570 

' . 

·I· N ·A M E R I C A 
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Chairman ol lh& Board 

Chor/ea A. Riegelmon 
President 

Alexander S. Keller 
Chairman of Execulivo Commillee 

I. Edwin Goldwaner 
Mrs, Walter A. Hinch 
Gustave H. Kann 
Daniel E. Ko1hland 
David H. Sulzberger 
Paul Felix Warburg 
David M. Watchmaker 
Hemry Wineman 
Morris Wolf 

Vice Pre:;idents 

Richard S. Goldman 
Treasurer 

Stanley M. haacs 
Secretary 

Eugene L. Ach 
Alexander E. Arnstein 
Walter H. Bieringer 
Hermon W. Block 
Monroe Goldwater 
Harry Greenstein 
William Haber 
Adolph Held 
Jo1eph C. Hymon 
Carlos l. Israels 
Mrs. Henry lttleson 
Stanley J. Kann 
Milton W. King 
Theodore Levin 
Mrs. David M. Levy 
Clarence E. Pickell 
Edwin Rosenberg 
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher 
Leon C. Sunstein 
Louis S. Weiss 
Jonah 8. Wise 

Executive Committee 

Joseph E. Beck 
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~ 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

139 CENTRE STREET 
NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 

Mr. Klbert AbrahEilllson 
\',c.r Refugee BoLrd 

April 21, 1944 

Room 288}, Main Tre&sury Buildini;; 
l':u ~·r;::.r.~t0n ,./D:'c. 

De~r Jim: 

Bill Ra;,enr;al!t and I are <:.rr1-J"1ging to 
crn::e to \'fac;r,if,ston on Tl:.ursdhy, A,:;ril 27 to see 
Mr. Pehle 2.t 2:30 P.)•J. th&t aay. I told Charlie 
Pie,_elr:an thCJt you had made the a1•1)ointment for 
ns enG ue ~,..~-P:._S tio~;t e~.Gret:i;:itive. He sends you 
lii: ~ i!1.~c~t l'ef/1rds. 

I 
1 

:T! loo~:iLg fort·.rcrd to S'='E:ing you. 

Cordially, 

J~. Beck 

J 

Cables: NACOMREF, l~~w York -

~ _, __ ·. 

A DECADE ·OF 'REFUG.EE AiD IN A'M.E RIC A. 
War Relief ,CoOtrol Board Reg. No. 570 

··\. . .. .. . 
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William Haber 
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Mrs. Henry lttleson 
Alexander S. Keller 
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~ 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE,1JNC.·, ' 

I 39 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

( 

March 28, 1944 

Mr. J. w. Pehle, Executfve Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25

1 
D.C. 

In reply to: 338 

s24·· 

At the suggestion of several members 
of our Executive Committee we have asked the United·; . 
States Committee for the Care of European Children tci'. 
join with us in send:lng a report on the children who 
have been brought into this country on their corporate 
affidavit ~swell as the corporate affidavit' of the 
Euro'.)eru] Jewish Children's Aid. I talked with Miss 
Olsen, Director of the United States Conmd ttee, this 
mornine; and she was very much interested. Our material 
is being correlated now and I hope that the material 
which is nll'eady in the office of the United States 
Committee can be correlated quic;u.y so that the joint 
report will be forthcoming shortly. 

Sincerely yours, 

'~~~~~ (1. c.. ' -
Joseph E. Beck· 
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i;jo - 16th S"treet, R.W. 
Washingtan, D.c. 

Maroh 20, 1944. 

Dear Stanley• 

'l'hank you ./;;ey mu.oh. for send1ng me the memo.rand.um 

whioh yau prepared in 1940 dealing with a proposed pl.ah~¢ 

colonies for refugees in this. oauntry. 'lfe are stmVing it 

caret'ully in oonneotian with <Jilt own tentative th'nldng an· 

the matter ot a similar pl.an~ 

I note your kind offer to be ot help and you 

·may be sure we shall oall an you when the proper oooasion 

arises. 

Oard~ yours, 

Albert· Abrahamson, 

I 
llr. Stanley II. Isaacs, 

475 Fifth Avenue, 

law York 17, N. I. J 

.;. 
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MINUTES OF THE 
THE ElECUTIVE 

OF 
NA.TIONA.L REFUGEE 

I 
MEETING OF 
COMMCTTEE 

SERVICE, ING, 
/ 

Thursday, March 16, 1944 
3:00 P,M, 

122 East 42 Street 
~'ew York City 

The Executive Committee of National Refugee Se_rvioe, Inc, held its 
regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday~.March J6, 1944, at 3:00 o

1
clock, 

at the office of Mr, William Rosenwald; 122·East·42 Street, New York City. 

The following were present: 

Also1 

Eugene L, Ach 
Richard S, Gold~ 
Mrs, Walter A, Hirsch 
Stanley M, Isaacs 
Alexander S, Keller 
Mrs, David l>i, Levy 

~lbert Abrahamson 
Joseph E, Beck 
I, Edwin Goldwasser 

The following were not presrmt: 

.ii.lexander E, i.rnstein 
Halter H, Bieringer 
Herman II, Block 
Joseph P, Chamberlain 
Monroe Goldwater 
Harry Greenstein 
William Haber 
ii.dolph Held 
Joseph C, Hyrnan 

Edwin Rosenberg 
William Rosenwald 
Wolfgang S, Sohwabaol}er_ 
Leon C, Sunstein 
Jonah B, Wise 

Irma Graff 
Sidney Hollander 

Carlos L, Israels 
Mrs, Henry M, Ittleson 
Stanley J, Kann 
Mil ton ~v, King 
Theodore Levin 
Clarence E, Pickett 
Charles A, Riegelman 
Louis S. Weiss 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Executive. Committee held on February 17 vrere approved. 

P.ESOLUTION ON THE DJilli.TH OF MICikEL G, APPEL J 

The Executive Committee noted with deep regret the passing 0£ 
Michael G, Appel, a member· of the Board of Directors of NationaLRefugee S~r­
vice, On motion made, seconded and carried·; the Committee authorized that· 
a resolution to this effect be entered in the records, and a copy be sent to the 
family of the late Mr, i.ppel, · ,• 

,• 
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REPORT ON MEETING 1'/ITH MR. JOHN W. PERLE, i1.CTHTG'EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WAR REFUGEE BO.\RD 
Mr. Beck reported on a meeting which Professor Chamberlain· and: he. had with Mr. John W, Pehle, Acting Executive Director of the War Refugee Board,· on Thursday, February 24, Attached is a copy of the Minutes of. that meeting·. 
In connection with the report on the experiences of the European-Jewish Children's idd vrhich !.fr, Beck indicated he would sent to Mr, Pehle, Mrs, Levy suggested that there would be value in submitting a joint report of the United States Committee for the Care of European Children and the E,J,c .•• i.,, including the experiences with the British children, rather than only a report o.f the experiences of the E,J,c •.•• .ii.fter disc~sing the matter, it "18.s the sense of the meeting that we should include any materia;I,. which can beo obtained from the U.::,. Cornrr1.i ttee without unduly delaying· submission of the report. 

'Ni th regard to the question of 11 internrneilt camps" in the United States for people brought over in groups, the Executive Collllllittee 'instructed Mr. Beak, when he informs iiir. Pehle of thpesul ts of the inquiry he will ma.Ice in 'this connection on his visits to comfuunities in the next few ueeks, to indicate that the Committee sees no serious objection to this suggestion, p);'ovided the camps are used as an additional and last resort for rescuing persecuted.per~· sons froir. ocoupied ·territories in Europe. . 

REPOLT ON N.~TIONi.L COJ.lMITTEE ON POST-Wiill Ilv!MIGRl•TI0~1 POLICY 
Mr. Rosenwald reported that at the last meeting of the Executive Committee, a sum vras ap'propriated to the National Committee on Post-War Immigration Policy 1 

not to exceed $2,500 toVTard the budget of that organization for a period of the first six months after its inception, subject to such safeguards as may be suggested by counsel. Mr. Rosenwald indicated that the matter had been discussed with counsel and the appropriation will, accordingly, be sent to the Committee. 

REPORT ON NEGOTL.TIO}TS WITH FEDER.i.TION ;,GEFCIBS 

Mr, Goldvrasser briefly reviewed the progress of the negotiations with Federation conoerning local-national responsibility:. He reported that a pro-. gram had been worked out with Mr .• Waldemar Kops, Chairman of the Federation · Sub-Committee, which Mr. Kops had presented to the Federation group. The program in brief states that N,R,S, will continue to provide relief and employment service for refugees until they have reached the five-year period of residence in this country. ,.t the five .. year mark tJiese persons are to be referred to the Jeviish Social Service Associat~on· and the Jewish Family Wel­f~re Society of Brooklyn and will no longer be the responsibility of N,R.S. 
Several meetings have been hold with the J,S,S.1., r~~sentatives and with representatives of the Jewish Family Welfare Society of Brooklyn, looking toward the accomplishment of this program. At these discussions, ·it was· indicated that l-T,R,S, would be willing to .turn over cases approaching five-year residence in the United States six months or a year in advance of th~ five-year period, so that the Federation agencies could familiarize themselves with thos.e cases prior to that time. N ,R ,S. would reimbur::,e the F~deration agencies fo.r the cost of carrying these oases during the period between the transfer of the case and the time i_i; reached the five-year ma·rk. 

2 -
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• 
Mr. Goldwasser indicated that the question o:f Qost:t'or ansferred prior to the five-year mark is now under diso:usaion. through Fvderation, submitted its estimate. J.S.S,A, ·requests $27. per month; $14 as direct cost and $13 as indirect cost. The latter cost per case for overhead. Mr. Goldwasser stated that he (l.grees With . Jf.r. Beck that there is no justification far· the inclusion ·of the indirect cost, sinoe the overhead would not be increased by the transfer of th~se oases, and has so indicated.to the Federation Sub-Committee, Mr. Goldwasser pointed out to the Federation Sub-Committee that while the direct cost is higher than the N.R.S. figure for direct cost, it is not exoessive. Dr. Hexter had informed Mr. Goldwasser on the telephone, prior ~ the meeting of the Federation Sub-Committee, that after a year's experience it Qaul!d be determined which of the ~direct it;,ms were really applic!l.ble to the situa­tion and should be continued, Mr, Goldwasser replied to Dr, Hexter that this arrangerr.ent would not be satisfac.tory to him and he would not reo(}llllllend its approval to the- Budget Committee of :}!.R.S, 

Mr, Goldwasserstated that in the cours-e of the discussion at the Federation Sub-Committee meeting, it was- felt that there should be ~n analysis of the items in both tho estimate from J,S,s.:., and the one from N,R,S, !fr, Goldwasser indicated th"lt ho was sure that N.R.S, vrould _have no .objection to such an analysis, The question was raised as to which agency wilL bear the cost of relief for a case that has reached the five-year period for the tico between the date of the five-year anniversary and the receipt from the City of relief, since there is usually a throe to six-week wait after appli­cation is made. Mr, Goldwasser informed the Federation Sub-Commfttee that in his opiLion he felt it wus reasonable to request that this cost be borne by E.R.S,, with the understanding,•f course, that applications be made- to the City promptly, so that N.R,s. would be assured of a minimwn Yiaiting period. Mr, Beck stated that his objection to N,R,8 0 paying the interim relief is that by so doing, the agency pisregards the idea that a~or five years residence in the United States a person ceases to be a refugee, Further, that the pay­ment of such interim relief implies participation of 1·',R.S. in the transfer of these cases to public relief, He would favor paying for all of these oases for an additional three to six weeks rather than just for those waiting to be transferred to tho public rolls, 

~fter careful consideration, a motion was made, seconded and carried that N,R,0, is willing to assume only additional costs that J,S,S,A. or Brooklyn J,F,:f,S, may have in taking over the oases under five years which are now under discussion, 

The consensus was that the p_aytaent of a sma],l amount for tlie originai · cases over five years which are to be turned over to public relief should not stand in the way of arriving at an agreement. Hqyrever, it is desirable that any such payment should not directly relate to '\;he principle of turning over cases to public relief. · 

WORKING FUND RESERVE 

Mr. Rosenwald reported that the vrorki11g fund reserve has been found· inadequate and, by instruction of the officers, has been increased. On motion madtJ, seconded and carriod, this act of the officers was r·atified. 

·. 
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• 
REPORT ON COMMUNICATIONS AND MEETING WITH THE 

NRS CHAPTER OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION 

Mr, Beck reported that correspondence had been :received from the N,R•S~-­
Chapter of the Social Service Employees Union asking for a meeting with the 
Executive Committee to discuss the question of the transfer of the local oases 
to Federation agencies, After discussing the matter with several of the 
officers, Mr. Beck informed the Union that this subject is not within the area 
of negotiations with the Union, but rather within the area of participation of 
staff; a meeting was arranged with the Negotiations Committee of the Union 
to clarify this issue, The Negotiations Committee agreed that the subject 
was not one for negotiation, q1,1t the oommi t'tee would have liked to meet with 
the Executive Committee in order to express the following points1 

1. 

2. 

that NRS should not .delegate responsibility for a definite 
policy on public agency_roferrals on cases after five years, 

if i;~ere is to be any transfer~ of caseload, it should be 
a ccf~plete transfer and not a partial transfer, since the 
former 17ould be preferable for the staf.f • 

It Yias agreed, as a result of the meeting vri th the Negotiations Cammi ttee, 
that an Administration-Union committee would be appointed to VTOrk out an 
orderly plan for the disposition of N.R,S, staff, 

SELF-HELP AND FUND-RA.ISING 

Mr. Beck presented a letter which Self-Help has circulated for the 
purpose of raising funds for rescue work abroad, which had been brought to tho 
attention of N,R.S, by Mr. Henry Bernstein of the Greater New York U,J,A, 
The question of Yrhat responsibility N,R,S, has in respect to duplication of 
operations by agencies which it subventions Yiholly or in part, when a portion 
of the operations of such agencies duplicates oi ther existing functions of 
N.R.S. or of the other agencies vrithin the U,J,A., was raised. 

After a brief discussion, it was felt that no action should be taken at 
this time, and the Executive Director was a~ked to explain the situation to Hr, Bernstein. 

Although there vrere several other items on the agenda, since it was 
late, the meeting vras adjourned, 

J 
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m 
n~:imu.r. RID'OOD SJllB.VIOli, IllOu 

139 Oontr& Street 
I ev 'f Ol'k Cli ty 

Mr,. John ¥lo .P1Bh10 0 Ju.:t\p« lxocuuve 'Director 
War Refugee Board 
lhect1t:!. u Ott 1oe of tho Preeide1til 
Wa11hiugton 2.5, :O" C" 

I 
You ~l r&oall that at the contarence Prtifeauor Ohamb•»leJ.~ 

1'.nd I ha.cl. with ;rou in bahalf of lrational Refug•~ &arvioo on J'ob~:ey 24. 
you re.qul'>st~d .l'urthe.r in.for1llat1on (in two aubJeotss; · 

I 

thy 11:cpnhnoa/1 whiob Vlll had with tho 1nhnecaa tirou 
Central and Bol;.th Amerioa n.t flea&ovllle, Texa.ri And 
Oasp Alg!era, lov Orleane 0 

fill ~,nalya1~ of th~ r©sults of th• work with tho ohildren 
of 6ha ~urop©an-~.re\l/1 ah Cliildron 1 • Aid. 

'lid ,,,r~ 11'.itMhing /1. brief etatemen\ regarding Oenh•&J. and lou•h 
!\;,,';.;;c<~= inhi."ll&&a. A. further r·i;;port rosard~ the actual, &dJuatmeni 
~\:a~US Of tho pcireon11! r!lff!rred !IO in tho :.•~pf,)11'~ l/111 be OOai.DC 1a to U 
wi lh1n ih• nox' ten ~· from the Tlllrioull oaa-.um:l UH 1u Wh:l.Ob the p•r•ou 
.' ' Mw living. A. '11illlli!<.l"y of this can be ode available •o you 1t :I.' "ill 
tu '1>>,.ful, 

The report on tbs children •hould be r•ady in about ten ~· or 
~wo ~e~ko, We h&Te been in touoh ~1th the prtuo:lpal 00111111unitloa in vhtoh 
tlui chUdrcn are placed and tho data· regarding the eh1l4reu ii now b•!Ds 
aaeembled.., 

Ii'<> would lik• to n! torate Jih•. etahment vhioh w • aau to tho _ 
\i/.,.l. RafUt;H :aoa:rd prior llo fO\U' -appointsont a• Us Di.rector ... ·~. BaUonal .'.:" "--· .. }ii' .·-.~ 
.Retugso S41rv:!.oe 0 as the la.r11>oet American agenC,. dealina with refu,goeo :1n 
the United State$, atandm re&dy to be ot help to 70u and the ~61lr'd in 70\U' 
progT8!1 of remou1ng p$ree6Uted peopleao ~ reaeuro•a and •.lf}Wlrienoee 
within the United Statea a.nd thoae of our cooperating Oomat.tteei in hundrl)da 
ot coill!l!l\lni<Jl<te throughout tho ooUAtry are available to you &ncl 70Ul' Board 
tor All. refngeoa Vho iare .. ad!d.tted to the United. StatGB eithu t11111porarU7 
or p<&rmanently. 

~ . . . . 

Ve aro :lni'ormally. ga~heriDB sentiment froa leaders ot 1001111 
•lOmdll'.llitiee roprdilJG their feeling a1 to 11 inte:rneent oaaps 1u the Unihd. · 
Statos• =·' camps in which p•r11on111 · ai~t; be ostabliehod pondiq 1iflCIU'it7 
1nVoi>-Ugationo tfe real he that"'this is, at. '111a·:'P,Oint, ofily a T~e tdea~ 
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Telephone: CAnaf 6-5000 

OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Joseph P. Chamberlain 
Chairman of the Board 

William Rosenwald 
President 

Charles A. Riegelman 
Vice-President and 
Chairman of the 
fxeculive Commillee 

Gustave H. Kann 

Daniel E. Koshland 

David H. Sulzberger 

Paul Felix Warburg 

David M. Watchmaker 

Henry Wineman 

Morrl1Wolf 
Vice-Pretlc/enla 

Richard P. Limburg 
Treasurer 

Alexander E. Arnstein 
Assistant Treasurer 

Richard S. Goldman 
Secretary 

Walter H. Dieringer 
Herman W. Block 
Samuel A. Goldsmith 
I. Edwin Go/dwauer 
Monroe Goldwater 
Harry Greenstein 
Joel Grou 
William Haber 
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch 
Joseph C. Hyman 
Stanley M. Isaacs 
Mrs. Henry lttleson 
Alexander S. Keller 
Mllfon W. King 
Peter I. 8. Lavan 
Mu. David M. levy 
Clarence E. Pickett 
Edwin Rosenberg 
Wolfgang S. Schwabacher 
Leon C. Sunstein 
Jonah B. Wise 
Samuel Wolchock 

Joseph E. Beck 
Executive Dlretlor 

/ ~ 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, 

139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

Mr. Albert Abrahamson 
1550 - 16th Street, ~.w. 
Washington, D. C. _, 

Dear Jim: 

March 14, 1944 

I am taking the libertr of writing to you before 
sending an official conununica}ioh to the Viar Refugee Board. 
I hope you JO!l' t mind. Mr. Beck thought it might be well 
to check with you first on it since Mr. Pehle had mentioned 
to him that the War Refugee Board would not be considering 
individual cases. 

The problem-I have in mind is an individual case 
but I think it will tie up with a group movement 1ihich the 
War Refugee Boar'7 mie:;ht have under consideration. Relatives 
of Mr. William Rosenwald residing in the United States wrote 
to him recently asking him to prepare a letter addressed to 
the Turkish Consul in Chicago and to the Turkisjf Consulate 
in Vlasl1ington, in behalf of relatives now in Theresienstadt. 
The names of the persons abroad are: 

Nathcill ttnd Fanny Loewenstein 
c/o Juedische Kommittee fuer Theresienstadt 
Philipp, de lvlontygasse 18, '\ 
Prav V. An die Postnachsendestelle 
.Jheresienstadt. 

I 
They are in possession of valid Palestinian visas. 

Their sons, who are in Palestine, have been attempting for 
some time to facilitate their immigration to that country. 
The one obstacle is obtaining a trEUlsit visa through Turkey. 
Mr. Rosenwald had asked us to_prepare the letter to the ~kish. 
Consulate. We discovered that the Turkish-Consul in Chicago 
was merely a honorary consul--an American citizen--and that 
there would not be much value in send~this letter. However, 
a letter was prepared for him addressed -to His Excellency, 
Mehinet Munir Ertegun at the Turkish Consulate ip. Washington. 

I question whether an individual ietter such as this 
will have any value. JDC thought it might be able ~o work it 
out through Lisbon. 

\_" 
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Mr. Albert Abrahamson 
- 2 -

It is my feeling, however, that the best source 
would be the War Refugee Board':' I understand that there 
is a project under consideration. for the transfer of per­
sons from Theresienstadt. Do you think it would be a good 
plan to forward this material to Mr. Pehle or will this 
letter suffice? 

Thank you foAhls and other kindnesses. 

ASP:VG 

air mail - special delivery 

·s~ 
Ann S. Petluck, Director 
Migration Department 

J 
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~ 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK c11:v 

March 7, 1944 

/ -. 
Mr. Albert Abrahamson 
1530-16 Street-NW 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Jim: 

-----

I assume that you .(nov1 in a general way about .the NatiOJJ.al 
Study of Refugee Adjustment which is now being organized. 
Four agencies - The Christian Committee, Friends, Catholic 
Committee and U. s. Committee for the Care of European 
Children - have agreed to join with NRS in sponsoring this 
project. A Sponsoring Committee of prominent citizens is 
now being formed as well as a Steering Committee of a dozen 
or fifteen persons who wil.l be responsible for active· 
supervision of the project. 

It is contemplated that the actual stuczy- itself will be 
directed by a professional research person, ~ith the assist­
ance of a small staff. Since the study is to be national 
in scope, it is likely that much of the data will have to be 
gathered thru agencies in various communities with the 
study staff itself making an intensive survey of two or three 
cities. However, all of this is very tentative since it is ~ 
recognized that the final form an4 method will have to be 
largel,y shaped by the study director. 

I The Steering Committee, of which Alvin Johnson has just 
accepted the chairmanship, will meet on Wednesday, March 15, 

· ! and one of its first tasks will be _the· s~y 
Jos~:c:i~v:c~irector 1 director. I have been serving as secretary to the project ... 

\ ~ line up possible candidates and information about them. 
· \i during this organizational :Phase and am currently trying t.o 

--cJ .. f\ \''(.t _,,. Broadly speaking, it seems to me that tlw' kind of person re-
().Y./l"v~· quired is one who has had ex'perience in organizing and directing 

\JI .r_ .. '_'.V< .... ·?.·_ .. "'~ ·~ social research, who knows something about social work and 
I . _ ~-----· ( social agencies, althoµgh he himself need not. be a social 

. worker, who is able to.organize a project in such a way that 
'·.it can be completed in a limited time (we visualize that this 

study should take no more than a year) &nd who is"a facile.and 

AIDS 

competent ''Titer. · . 

Can you think 
for this job? 
al th o'ugh in a 

; 

of anyone who ntlght 'be 'c:p~lified::,_and available 
Preferably, it should be a full time person 

pinch we might consider a part time director 

AM ER 1 c A 's N E w co M E R ·s ~- . . A 1 · o s · AME R r c. ~ . 
--c-•--·-·-~-_:__:-~._~;,_,J. .. -~-~--!-·.~::::; ,_ .~.:__~;-~~~·~··~~ ~~~::..-:c_: 
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Mr. Albert Abrahamson page 2 

combined with a good full time assistant. The salary has 
not been fixed but we are looking fora tpp notch person. 

@_, -

I am enclosing a very tentative outline of purpose and 
content which was prepared some months ago. The details 
are, of course, subject to change but I tpought this might 
be useful if you should hav~occasion to speak to anyone 
about the study. 

I shall appreciate any suggestions ~hich you are able to 
make. If any aspect is not clear or if you have .any further 
questions, just let me know and I shall try to andwer them.· 

r ,_ 

i\IK:BD 

Co~.Y yours, .wl._ 
Marcel Kovars)y 
Administrative Assistant 

P.S. How are you enjoying your new job? 

J 



!. 
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~~OSEP._P~~-STtLDY OF 

Purpoae1 To determine the degree of 'economic and-social adjustmel!~ 
refugees who have entered the u. l:). within the last ten yaa.r·s, to :ascertain 
their special contributions to American culture and eoononw in order to.counter--
act misconceptions and the growing manifestations of anti-:Unrnigration sentiment. 

II, 

"Among various groups throughout the country--both organized and unorganized···­there has stemmed a growYl'lg anti-immigration bias •••• 
"Strong factors are attempting to destroy the traditional ideology of the United States as a haven for ·refugees and a oountry to which immigrants shall oontinue to come. W~ believe that a study which will show what has happened to persons-who have recently come into the country a.a iljliiUgra.nts and what these persons have given.to U.S. will be helpful in providing factual evidence proving tho values of immigration and the immigrants • 11 

- -

Soope1 To include all refugees (from racial, religious and political Nazi 
persecution) for whom organized sources of information are available. To limit 
the inquiry to objective manifostations and not got into psychological and 
emotional factors. 

III, Content: 

A. Backgrounds 

1, A general statement of the attitudes the refugees brought with 
thorn and how these wore met and interpreted - tho techniques 
and processes developed to handle their special prob1oms. (In 
connection with this special roforence might be mado to Rosettlo­

j 
i-

mont and Children's Programs~) _.,. 
: .. :._::_-~~-;."',l'~-~-: .__ 2. Tho atmosphere they found - the economic and social scene i~ 

America from 1933 - and changes in ti{is picture after we entered 
the war. 

3. A description of the group as a whole, covering suoh indications 
as age, education, occupation, oountry of origin, reasons for 

- coming to America, 'who' brought ,over 'whom•, present geographic ~. ·:.~ . 
distribution, si~e of families, marriage to'citizens or inter~ . ' . ·. -·. 

" 

--.- ... _. .- ~-. marriage within -"! refugea· gr?up, numbe~ o.f.cb~ldren-~orn rere, ' s 
. •. o<·. J 

~ •. ,-·,. ~:;:t._·,;.:--t~~ .. ·-<><'=~~~~~.___~:} __ ~--
:.- • .':. ·~ .v' :-;' .• :· .. . • : ' • .' ,• . · .• ·, ...... 
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relatives abroad and relationship, (i,e. brpken 
composition), 

B, Criteria of adjustment 

1. Economic 

a. Present occupations - whether or not previou13 skUls were· 

utilized or retraining had taken place. 

b, Viage earners, how maey and who, earnings. 

c, Extent of self support,-.sourcos of income other than earnings. 

d, Dependency on social agenoies, private and pub~ic (question 

of risk of becoming public charges) •. 

2. Social and oultural.;-

a, Citizenship - interest in becoming u.s. oitizens:(as an indi-

cation of intent to remain), 

(1) Applied for lst papers and how spon after arrival. 

(2) Applied for 2nd papers. 

(3) Became citizens, 

(Explanations of delays and restrictive measures), 

b, T.V 1 s attempts to change status and achievement. 

o, Facility with English language. 

d. Reading habits, 

e, Forms of recreation and cultural activities. 

f. Religious affiliation. 

g, Philanthropic activities, financial and--other contributions, 

h, Participation in clubs, protective or fraternal groups (their 

own or American) also community organizaticlt/s, trade 

assocations and unions. 

i. Civilian.defense and war-relief activities (Pointing out 

restrictions). 

j, Service Jn armed forces, 

k. Scholasti~ achievements of children. 

1. Degree of criminality. 

·~ 

. ,,. 
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Special achievements and contributions made by -

lo Physicians 

2. Musioians, writers, artists, scholars. 

3. Scientists and inventors. 

4. Business men 

(with special emphasis on aid to the war effort) 

IV. Organization and Procedure 

A. Auspicess Advisable to have an advisory committee made up of 

people well known to tho general public, and of unquestioned in-

tegrity and lack of bias. Some outstanding ·refugees should be in-r 
valved. 

Bo Methods, 

1. Use of primary at;J.d seoondary data (questionnaires and inter-

views for former, research for latter). 

2. Combination of a broad inquiry for limited types of information 

and an intensive survey in several aele~teq communities. 

3. A preliminary samplillg and testing. 

c. 
Existing resources (for contacts with refugees and material about 
them) 

1. Literature (see attached bibliography). 

2. Other papers and theses. 

3. Refugee organizations and publications. 

4. Social agencies and committees. 

1. Statistics J 

2. Case-records 

3. Field r~ports 

4. Minutes 

-ii. 5. Pamphlets 

- 3 -
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D. Timingi Extent of undettaking and size of staff w:l:lJ. 

Value in short span for up-to-date results, 

Unresolved questions 

1. Vlhether direotion of study should be undertaken direotly by 

N.R.S, or by a designated non-seotarian body suoh ae a 

Departmont of a Univ~sity. 

2. Details of scope, mothod and procedure, staff and timing, 

3, Whole que-ttion of financing; 

Sept. 21st, 1943 

- 4 -
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NOTES OU ·HEETING WITH MR, PEHIIE 

Thursday, February 24, 1944 

Prior to going to Mr, Pohlo' s office, Professor. CMmborlain: 
and I mot for a half hour to talk ovor content of our approach, It was d0.­
cidod that soma of the problems discussed at the Executive Committee would 
be brought into the discussion only if the trend of the conversation with 
Mr, Pehle indicated that they fitted in, We would first attempt to get Mr, 
Pehle's reactions without presenting any ·point of view, 

Therefore, when we nfl;lt with Mr, Pehle (and one of his assist­
ants, Mr. Lesser) Professor Chamberlain and I outlined the program of N.R.S., 
how it operates and its relationship to hundreds of local communities through­
out the country, We emphasized the fact that we are an American agency al­
though in our migration service we have some iriterests prior to entry, We 
asked Mr, Pehle whether the War Refugee Board was considering anything in 
relation to the United S~-WS and how he savr N.R.S. fitting in"l;o such a. 
picture, 

Wir, Pehle started off by stating that he vras interested and 
hoped that something could'be done to bring additional persons into the United 
States since, among other things, ft would put the War Refugee B,oard in a 
better "bargaining" position vis-a-vis other countries, He realized the pro­
blems involved and the differences of opinion in governmental circles regard­
ing the desirability and potentialities of suc.h action, For example, he 
knew that the re ·:.,ere persons in Spain who had advisory approval to the United 
States but had no visas because of some thinking that such individuals might 
just as .-1ell go to a camp in North Africa, Mr, Pehle said that such indi­
viduals, he thought, might sooner be admitted to the United States, so,that 
North African camps would be reserved for persons re·soued from occupied terri­tory. 

Mr, Pehle believed that the Yfar Refugee Board would probably 
be concerned ·;ri th movement of people in groups probably to be place~ in oamps, 
He knows there is resistance to camp placements, However, he thinks it· is 
the only way in which a quick and sizeable job can be done, He realize.a that 
the success of any rescue plan will d~pend on the ability to keep movement 
in and out of neutral countries; that in order to keep neutral countries open 
for new groups, those brought into .µeutral countries will have to be moved 
out and moved out quickly, The program indicated,..the possibility.of camps 
in North Africa and, in the eastern Mediterranearr, movement into Palesti~e, 

In speaking of camps, Mr, Pehle said he had thought rather 
preliminarily 9f the idea of oamps in the United Stat~ He thought that 
there might be more mov~ment if people e.ligible to en€er the United States 
might be brought over in groups, established in camps, and have securi"l;y in­
vestigations made for possible release after they are in the camps, . This 
might hasten the process of seouri ty ·.investigation which rs' one of tl:}e delay­
ing faci;ors in present admission procedure, He vras concerned with the reac­
tion within the country by Jewish group~ to such oamps which might be called 
"internment

11 
camps, He asked us what we thought the reaction might b~. We 

suggested th.a possibility, vrith Mr, Pehle' s permission, of making inquiries 
in the next few communities visited by us regarding' a tti tudeP. toward auoh · 

~ -: 
camps, 

-1-
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In the process of discussion, the experience with internment 
camps in Algiers and Seagoville was mentioned, In these instances securi 1;y 
investigations by the Department of Justice led to the release of some of 
the ·people brought from South 11.nd Central America. He was interested in the 
experiences, although he realized it had a different background and purpose 
from that of the War Refugee Board. He asked that we write up our knovrledge 
and experience and give him a report. In the course of discussion, Professor 
Chamberlain mentioned previous discussion with the State Department regarding 
a group settlement in the Virgin Islands indicating that they had thought of 
the possibility of about 500 people bej.ng cared for in the Virgin Islands and 
that these people might in all likelihood be admitted to the Islands without 
needing to qualify in all the present immigration requirements. Mr, Pehle 
made no direct corrunent on the possibility of the Virgin Islands, although he 
indicated an interest. 

J,Ir, Pehle also sya-ted that one of his particular interests is 
the possibility of further movement of children, Ho thought the public atti­
tude in the United States entirely favorable for admission of ohildren, He 
would like to knovr more about the experiences of the European-Jewish Children's 
Aid program and asked if we would not give him a report. We said mi v"rould be 
glad to ·.-:ork up a report, especially on those children originally brought in 
by the E,J.C.A.. ·who have been here a long enough time for evaluation·, 

t:y impression throughout the conversation was that Mr, Pe.hle is 
sincerely interested in trying to do something in terms of the United States, 
if relationships ui th other departments permit, He brought out many of the 
questions we originally intended to ask of him vrithout the need on our part 
to broach them, Ho indicated in a short period of time a fair understanding 
of r.:any of tho difficulties, As a rr,atter of fact, he !mew a little more about 
tho N,R.S, than I had anticipated, which was probably the result of a conversa­
tion he had had with Jim Abrahamson. His expressed interest in requesting 
the tno reports was, I believe, sincere and with the hope that the materia,l 
could be of help to him in formula ting plans. It is true that it was obvious 
that much of this is still in the formative thinking stage and that plans re­
lative to the United States probably have had littl~ attention up to this time, 

4/7/44 J 
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Telephoi:e: CAnal 6-~000 

OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE 

Joseph P. Chamberlain 
Chairman of lho Board 

William Rosenwald 
President 

Charles A. Riegelman 
Vice-President and 
Chairman of Iha 
Executive Commillee 

Gustave H. Kann 

Doniel E. Kosh/and 

David H. Sulzberger 

Paul Felix Warburg 

David M. Watchmaker 

Henry Wineman 

Morris Wolf 
Vica-Presidant.s 

Richard P. Limburg 
Treasurer 

Alexander E. Arnstein 
Assistant Treasurer 

Richard S. Goldman 
Secrelary 

Walter H. Dieringer 
Herman W. Block 
Samuel A. Goldsmith 
I. Edwin Goldwossor 
Monroe Goldwaler 
Harry Greenstein 
Jool Gross 
Williom Hober 
Mrs. Walter A. Hirsch 
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.Mrs. David M. Levy 
Clorence E. Pickett 
Edwin Rosenberg 

Wolfgang S. Schwabacher 
Leon C. Sunstein 
Jonah B. Wise 
Samuel Wolchock 

Joseph E. Beck 

Exec:ulive Direclor 

,, ·. NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
I 39 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

February 2i, 1944 

Mr, J, W, Pehle 
Acting Exeljtttive Director 
War Refuge~ Boerd 
Washington 25, D.C. 

De"'r Mr. Pehle: 

Your letter addressed to Mr, Charles 
Riegelman~ President of National Refugee Service has 
been received today. I Vlill talk with you about the 
Pt2tement which you have requested when I see you in 
Vhrnhington on Thursday morning, 

Sincerely yours, 

'~<~~~ Qseph~ E. Beck' 
Executive Director 

J 

AIDS AMERdCA'S N r: WC 0 M E RS· ... Al 't>S 
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In reply please 
refer tor 90 

Dear Mr. Riegelmans 

f£B 19 1944 

Your lettffof Febl"U&ry 2, 1944, to the Becret~y 
of War has been ret"erred to me. 

The interest of the National Refugee Service ln 
tha work of the Board and tho offer of 1te aesistence and 
aupport are greatly appreciated. 

No doubt, you have by now receiY•d 1117 letter Of 
Februal'J' 8 1 1944, requesting the adYloe and cooperation of 
agencies concerned with the problems of the Board. It le 
expected that the statement requested ln thnt letter will 
be very helpful, and I ahall be pleased to receive 7ou,r 
auggestiona as soon an possible. , 

Very truly 7our1
1 

fBigned) J, w. Pehle 

J. W. Pehle 
Acting Executive Difeotor 

Mr. Charles A. Riegelllan, 
Prasident, 
Rational Refugee SerYice, Inc., 
139 Centre Street, 
New York, New York. J 

" - - ~, -:'I 
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In reply please 
refer to: 90 

M7 dear Mr, Seoreta171 

.. \.• .. · .. ·,t_ 

FEB 19 1944 

Thank you fifJ'our letter of Februitrt 8
1 

1944
1 

and ite enclosUl'ee, trnnem1tt1ng a copy of a letter from 
Mr, Charle.a A, Riegalman, President of the National R1tfU,.~e 
~erv1oe, Inc, 

The matter referred to in Mr, R1egel~an1 1 letter 
will receive prompt ·attention, 

The Honorable Henry L, 3timeon. 

Secretary of War. 

f!Jll-
RBHutchi•onl agr 2-16..44 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. W. Pl'!'h'!.fi 

J, w. Pehle 
Aotlng iz•outlve Dlrec\o, 

J 

•. .,1 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

Mr. John Pehle, 
Assistant to the Secretary, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear l1Ir. Pehle: 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

FEB 8 1944 

l am pleased to inclose a c~ of a .Letter dated .l'"ebruary 2, 
1944, from i1ir. Char.Les 11. Eiege.Jinan, President of the National. 
Refugee Service, Inc., tendering the services of his organization 
to the iiar Refugee Board. Your attention is invited to the state­
ment that simi.Lar .Letters have been sent to the Secrete..ry of State 
and the Secretary of the Treasury. 

,1t·or your ini"ormation, 1 also inc.Lose a copy of ll\Y reply to 
111r. Riegelman. lt is ll\Y understanding that you, as the newly­
appointed Acting i<;xecutive Director of the liar .liefugee Board, 
will make the necessary recomrnend11tions in this regard to the 
Boaxd at the proper time. 

lncls.-
Ltr fr i1lr. Hiegelman; 
Lt;r to 1Jr. Riegebian. 

Secretary of War. 

J 

i" 
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FEB 8-1944 

mr. Charles A. RiegollilB.ll1 

President, Nlltional Refugee Service, Inc., 
139 Centre Street, 
flew York, fl.Y. 

Dear ).lr. Riegelmaru 

neceipt of your J.etter of Feb1·uary 2, J.91.4, conveying--the 
eenorous offe1· of the N:ctional ~gee Service, Inc., to be of 
'' 11 uor;zibJ.e a1rniatar1ce in the <Jork o:•f the President' o Wilt' .Refugee :. 
Bourd, is gratefully acknowledged. 

tit the prer.ent t1llle the v;ork of the V:ar P,,efugee l3omrd is 
otill in the formative stuge. It :Ls hoped the.t we will soon 'be 
enabled to turn to ;;ood use the proferred aervlces of such (U•­

ganlzations i.:w yours ;·:ith their world-wide interest in the res .. 
cut'> of e.H refu30£.J:J. ln the meantime, l am pleased to h~.nd 
your lotter to Mr. John PehJ.e, Assistant to the Secretoa'y of the 
Treasury, who has just been appointed Acting Executive Director 
of the "i'D.r Refugee Bet.rd. 

Sincerely you1•s, 

(Sgd.) HENRY L. STIMSON 

tlecretary of Wtt. 

J 
~el IL l:Bl 
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NltTIONAL REii,llGEE SElWICE, INC. 

139 CENTRE S'.l'REET 

Tile rtonorable Henry L. Stimson 
::.:ecretc.ry of ;· ~-r 
.. ;ember of the L'ar 1-tefugee Board 

hshington, D. C. 

i•iE\', YORK CITY 

l<'ebruary 2, 1944 

The Hc.tion&.l Refugee Service expresses its deep gratitude for the 
formBtion by the President of the War Refugee Board and for his liberal 
ciirective outlining its aree. of' operation. We are proud that the United 
States has 2-ssumed le<J.dersjf[p in the great task of rescuing the persecuted. 

·,,·e unci.erstm1d from the President Is directive that the v:ar Refugee 
"oard is authorized to invite the ;ielp c.nu services o.: nrivate agennies 
· •i1i_ch !1ave had experience in e.iding and planning for refugees. '.l'he National 
, ei u;;e"" <oervice is the lc:.rgest priv;;:te r,hilanthropic a,;ency in the United 
::_.t:::tes i':orking v:i.th refugees l':ho reside in this country. Having mobi.Lized 
ti1e pro1'es.,· ional and volunteer social resource,s oi' JUore than a thous&nd 
CJ.ccnunitic:s in -~vr.ry stt:.te of the Union, vie hcve been able to assist and 
e•uiCie e large najc•rity oi' the ;270,000 rei'ugees Vii10 hE.ve been given either 
temporl'.ry or ;1ernirnent hrven here. 'l'he primary objective in all oi· our '"'ork 
Le.s oeen to hel~· l'ei·ucee:: to become integrc1ted in the i»llerican scene und to 
;;eco1:1e usefu.i ''-nd constructive participants as residents here and in the war 
eL ort. 'l'o thi:o> end, l':e imve ·•orked in close coJ.J.aborE<.tion V!i th mn.ny 
, uvernmentc..l : .;;encies ::ind departments, includini:; the Department of State, 
tne Uepnrtment o+· Justice, the In: .. icre.tion end 11aturalization Service, the 
0=, ice o~· Procurement and i1ssignment oi' the 1:ar .;,anpower Coumission, ana the 
lJ:Uice of c;tr tegic c;ervices of the i1•ar Department. 

lt is a nrivilege to pledge to t.irn ,,ar Hef'ugee Board the aid and 
services of ;,ational Ref'ugee Service. Here, within the United States, our 
organization has ueveloped a comprehensive body of experience in Ylorking Ylith 
u1ci reoettlinf: thousands of refugees during the past ten years. We stand 
ready to malCe ti1is experience and om· facilities a1{flilable to your Boa.rd for 
c.11 refugees r:llo &.re admitted to the United States·either temporarily or 
1•er!Jlanently, and to provide such aid as may be required to. the extent of the 
-~·uncis from a.Ll som.·ces vmich may now, or in the f'uture, be at our disposal 
i'or these purposes. Yte siITLilarly pledge the support oi', ip.ore than a thousand 
cooper1, ting committees in couuuuni ties throughout the collfrtr-.r. . 

Respectfully, 

s/CHll...rl.L;;S f,. RIE<i\J;P-iii'.if [ g31 
Chm:les ii. Riegelman, -.Presiaent 
National Refugee Service, Inc. 

Similar COillinunications have been for;;ai·ded to the· .Honorable Go.;rde.Ll Hu.LL 
uHd the iionorable Heriry liiorgenthau, Jr. 
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NATIONAL R.EFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

139 CENTRE STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

The Honorable Henry Morgenthau, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 
"'ember of the \for Refugee Board 
"ashington, D. C. 

i;iy dear Mr. r.;orgenthau: 

Febrliary 2, 1944 

Jr, 

The National Refugee Service expresses its deep gratitude for the 
formation by the Presicient of tne War Eefugee Board and for his liberal 
directive outlining its ~a of operation, We are proud that the Up.ited 
States has assumed leadership in the great task of rescuing the persecuted, 

V\e understand from the President• s directive that the War Refugee 
Board is authorized to invite the help and services of prive.te agencies . 
which have 'iaci experience in aiding and planning for refugees. The National 
Refugee Service is the largest private philanthropic agency·in·the United 
StEtes working v.i th refugees who reside in this country. Having mobilized 
the ·:rofessional r.nd vqlunteer social resources of' more than e. thousand 
communitie~ in every state of the Union, we !lave loeen able to assist and 
guide a large r"ajority of the 270,000 refugees v.ho have been given either 
tenmorn.r:y or nermanent haven here. The primary objective in all of our work 

·has been to r1eln refugees to become integrated in the American scene and to 
become useful anci constructive narticipruits as residents here A.lld in the war 
effort. To this end, we have vmrked in close collaboration with many 
E;OVerrunentE..l agencies a.nci departments, including the Department of State, 
the Department of Justice, the Immigration and Naturalization Service, the 
Office of Procurement and Assignment of the \~ar Manpower Commission, and the 
Office of :3trategic Services of the War Department. 

It is a privilege to pledge to the War Refugee Board the aid.and 
services of National Refugee Service. Here, within the United Stat~s, our 
organization has developed a comprehensive body of experience in working with 
anci resettling ti1ousands of refugees during the pai;;t ten years. · We stand 
ready to make this e:iqierience and our facili tis§ available to your Board for 
all refugees who are admitted to the United States either temporarily or 
permanently, and to provide such aid as may be required-to the extetit of the 
funds from all sources v1hich may now, or in the futur5J, be at our disposal 
for these purposes. We similarly pledge the suppor1}/of more than a thousand 
cooperating committees in communities throughout the.country. 

Respectfully, 

~ CharlesA:: Riegelman, President 
National Refugee Service, Inc. 

Similar communications have been.forwarded to the Honorable Cordell._Hull 
and the Honorable'Henry L. Stimson. 
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A Victim of Puncfualify 
Hy !UAUGVEHITE l\Orr 

Charles A. Hlegl'lnian, Ly Ins 0wn athllb!:.ion \\'ilS!t•.s 
mor. .. • time l>emg on tune than any p!'J'.sun he knO\\s: 

".Su11wl1uw 01 ollll'r. I e.ui't get 
uul ul llw h,dJtl uf lJ,•1ng J>Ulh.: 

t11.1J ·· 11•~ .,,uJ 1 u.-fully 
Tht,. hJ" plJgurd hl!ll rhruugh 

"u'"'-' ]l)u,ld )t'.lt"' Jll.U.llc'e •''> J 

nlfj•"'·•IJun .tl!Ulll<'}' <IJhl ,tlmu,,t 
;,, 111.111)" ) ._.,IJ" ol p.ir [1t•1p,1twn In 
;, huo.I u[ pl1l!JUth1up1e >ofH'"l<"!J•·,. 

KnU\\11\j.! hJS "\u•Jl-.rws.,·· II I" 

1·011<·1·1vJb], th.or 11•· ";'" Jmu11r.: 
!he flt "l 1., .•rr" ,. L•~t "1•c•ht_•11J 
f.,r lhl' •umu.t! 11,.,·11111: uf !he 
~JIJ,,u.1J l{t·fugn· ,S,·1\lt'<' .ti llw 
llutd Curnmurlu1·1· /lo-1. i.., fl'· 

!11111ui,,)\._•d 111,. •h•t!'-'-" ,,,, ,,,,. pit·"J 
tlt·ut ul tJ,.· Nlt.S 111nJ di.1J111111n ,,f 
the t'\t'CU!t\'C ct.mmllll•r. lu -'>Ill' 
•<'eJ \\'1ll1an1 !lo,em,alJ "~ l"'-"i 
tll•nt 

l'lw llt'llll'ILJ<JUS l•"'!''"''lht[JI\' 
uf t"\j1t'1httni: the '''"' l""f!l••<l> 
u/ th,. NH.S in lls .11nh111 ... u~ tJ~J. 
ul hlllll:Hll! •tld tu Hie \'IL\lfn" .of 
'.'i"/1'111 hJ" hL0 l II, Jlld \\ tll l <Ill 
1111111· h1 lw. M1 Jt1,·1:•·lm.1.11'" d1J··f 
Jtm,1,,,n "ulun t.w '-"J.'.iUHt.111 .. 11 

lln l'rt•f<'r' :Hut.le~! Huie, 
Uhe~ Cn·t.111 lo Ai; .. nele,, 

Ju,,.1 how much crc<lH Mi· Ric 
i,:dm.rn !Jl'l'SUnJJI)' JL•St0 i\'1'-'> for 
lhL• ll"lf!lllfllL'/l[ 11•co1T diJlkeJ 
UJl h} Irie NH.'> Jn ll" fl\·., }e.1.1,.· 
"''] \'!< e IS :.lll! a Ill) "'L'I} al11·r 
o.111 hum·_., Jilulllni,: lib C\L'CUll\'C 
'""l11lH•ll •fo:, ,1lu1.,,.1 :.uh•1•, p.1 

p ·r wu,i,, .. ,., vll1•n t11111u11ccd -
\\hlth '~ !Ill' Wily ht• \\,till!. JI 
·1111•·k: ll"'•llJ•l1t·11._·et.,1hcpl.il· 
'"•r •. ::1 .. 1;;irnP""l"''''IJl.t1n" 

:~~~~~:';[l'.u"::~~. ~;:;:~l-.~~f~l~~il~~1:~; 
t'. Ill Ch,• L<".Jl!Ul' u( \\'omen \'ut 
._.,,., l'> ltt't/Ut·nlly ,.,, ruult' lu 

l'Loil1Jllltl1'L0 llll'l'lllll! hL'ISL']f 
'fhr/r Fumil.)' ltt•t.111/uu" 
''"' 111111 Fur lldue .. u 

,\f1t•1 :n r•-.11.!o L''J"-'llL•nee, Mr 
Hi..i:,.Jm.111 l111s 11'-"ll:Ol'J him"'L'lf 
tu the· f,1c1 that nu unc 111 ))1.., 

f.irruJr .'>IJ)''> put mueh u( lh~· 

Hut p1uh·fully Ii,· 'c,·,!1h .tll 
,.f 1111• •IJ!<'lll'l!'S ""'f,llJj.'. \\Ith 
lh<' f'\HS m 11.~ i:1.•nl111g ••f J111"n 
1JJI ""'1'°:<tnt·•' lu 1111111• ll•.Jll J:!, 
tWH) Pl'OJ1l1•. l\s pL1ct·rne1 r uf "<Jilli! 
:.'8.000 w·o111 .. tn l':·•HlfuJ empluy 
11w11t. ii:. n·t.1111ing o· '>Omc 2,0()(} 
l'llllj.'.I•'~' ln 11ew 0CCUJlJll011S, anti 
Hs 1 l'.'it•l!]e11wnt of H.500 persons 
rn an·.is .,f their choke 

l"o\t l"hglg l>J Go.I•~~'" l'l~NCTUALIT\' i-'> oubtanding charndcri.!.!ic of Charles A. Uiegelman, who finds days too short for his ma.by activities. 
lu1 ney \\Uh the State D<"pl 1n 
\\,,,.]uugtun . 'J'ltt·'<' atht1·n·11wnt3. f111ann'll 

h} !lw \Jrul!·d Jt'Wi'>h ,\11pt•al. •ire 
111ud1 11101<-' u111m1t11nt 111 1\lr l{tl' 
i••·lrn,on's ,.,l1t11Jliun than an}·· 
!11111g that 1nh:ht be ,,.,11d of lmn. 
l'ur ~Ir ltiegrlm1111 IS dit:hlfil'd, 
.'>ul•·um and srlft•fladn;: 

Jf,. "Orks lwl1lnt.1 a dt·»k p1J.,t.1 
hti:h \\ilh lt•ga\ folilP1s. hooks, 
l'•IJh'I" and 1wns Today he sat 
(.olmh amitl lhc eonfusiun ,11 ltiO 
llro.u!"·'l' and a1mlog11etl: "This 
b lht' closc.'>t 1·,·c COlll<' to secmg 
It••· honom of !hi.'> tlt•sk Jn 
/llUlllhs'" 

He Tri•·-'> lo I.Ouk Sen~rc 
Autl lit" AhllO'>I ~UCt'l'<'tl" 

A tall am\ sleu.J<'r man, Mr. 
Hll't:•·J111a11 atlt'mpts lo Jooksevt'rc, 
•ulll wlfh the help o( exagger,11cd 
f•1ci.1l Imes and tke11sct fliuly 
t'Y"'· ht• 11l111os1 succt'ed~ 

M1· Hll'CL'ilnan's cro\\'t.IC'tl S(:hC!I· 
ule 111.ikt'S 2·1 hours seem J!> "horl 
""a "uldwr·s furlough, so he has 
uf llt'n·s..,ity become a clock 
\\;i/ch .. r. Alllmugh nu two days 
• Ill' p11·1l1clJblc or alik1', Ill' IS up 
ll) 7 and ar his desk by 8 .. 30. 

Inlt'rruptions ranging from a 
l"Ullh•tl'llCe Wflh hl'·lllS of the 
Cuuneil o( Jewl.!.h 1'-'et.lerat1011s 
anJ Wt·ltan• Funt.ls. of which Mr. 
HiegL'lman Is a tliredol'. to a dis· 
cus.!>1011 of plans for the George 
Junior Republic Assn. la !,clf­
go\'CnJing colon}- for chilJrcnl 
are L'xpectcd and occur wil.h reg­
ula1·it}'. 

On "good" days Mr. Rkgelman 
can k.lvc his office by 6.30. bm 
"-'> Oflt'n as not he might be head 
ct.I fur .i.uother appoinimeut. Ill.' 

F<1uuly !'L'11mu11s are f.,w 1111.t 
t.11· l.oet"'-'<'!l A pll'ilsant cmnci 
t.le11e1· .1f1t-r two )l';u·,,,· l>Cj.>ara1m11 
u1·c11tJL·<l IJ:>[ Aui:u'>t when Ca10J 
JI 1 H't'<I by Chl'l"'r !rum £nglamJ . 
wht·1 e :.h.- It.id lll.'ell m1 bu-">i11ess, 
aml \\'1IH•11u tl'leµh1med leolkcll 
lru111 Miami, after his return lo 
l/ie .St•tlL'S. 

"\\'., h.lll a "hurt \·i.sn togdher 
and lheu JI "'-'-'> !Jaek to worl1" 

Mr. Rki:t'l1n.1.11'.s formula scerns 
tu ue 11111._. 1.,nth.s wurll ant.I play 
when JlU.'>l>Jble. 'l\vo WCl•ks of 
l'dl'h .'>trlllmer are spcnl ··with lhc 
boys" fishmi: in lhe Ga.!.pc re 
giun of Canada. Afkr 20 con.!.l'l"U· 
lh·c yca1·.s. Mr. Hki,:elm.m pro!} 
ably h.is many a fish story to 
kll, bu1 he limi!s his "ommen1s 
lo t•xpl.unmg how a JS!it·pouml 
~alnion happens to be mounted 
conspkuously on the wall 

11 \\,1s "tak .. n" Jun!.' 27, 1936, 
am.I Mr. Ri.•g1•lm11n attC'sls to the 
l.iet th•H ii was not pun~hascd 
In 11 !1.'>h ln(trket. 

lie I.Ill!'.'> Anwrkt111 Fuo1.1-"> 
AnJ Con,,.crv11th·e C:lolhes 

"I remember !he day very well. 
It took me lwo hours to land It 
atler I hookeJ him, and ii was a 
hot day and I was completcly·ex· 
hau.'>te~I wl1en I finished." 

Mr. Ri('gel111a11 tl<-'scribes hiw.­
sl'lr a'> "<1 \'t'l)' ordinary fellow 
with u1itll'r11uunshct.I tastes." 

Specificall}' he likes only Amer-' 
lean food-'>, couscn·ati\'c clolh-es, 

music olS a liSlf'ner, and most Gar· 
den t:vents--but he is raualic 
about no1w of lhem. Steaks are 
his only ub.'>e.'>sion in roods. He 
1.11de1s ,,oJids in both his sulls 
and lies, will take Brahms !or 
concert perlo1 mam:e and \Vagner 
for opera. 

\Vhcn he got:s lo a movie It Is 
usually wilh an ulterior motive 
th.it ra1·ely cunccrn5 lhe µer!orm­
ancc ilsdt. "I go to Radio Clly 
Ju th<' summerllme to keep cool." 
he l'xplalns. \Vhcn he rca<ls It is 
a light detective novel. but he 
cun!t•sse,, lhnl he Is not a quail· 
fled c1·i1Jc of anylhilll{ he ro::ads. 
"I c,rn't rcml'mbl'r the authors' 
11a1ncs and rarciy the !'lots." 

lie Duesu't Notice \\'lle's 
New Clothes Olten Enough 

Mr. Riegclman has an engdg· 
Ing and frank way o! answerlnl! 
queslions, which is consistent 
with his prolcsscd dislike of 
peo11lc "who pretend lo be what·_ 
th.,y an•n'I and know whal lhcy 
t1011'1." 

Th<-' lwclie nature of his pro­
grarn has done trkks to his sleep 
ini:: habits. "I S]('{.'p Jess than any 
one I know," he sa!J, refusing to 
specify lhe hours. "When I final-
1}• rctln•, ll's usually lo lhink." 

Anrthing over ei"hl Is a crowd 
In 1'1r. llicP.L'lman's dclinlllon. 

lie c::msiders hlmsrU a rea5on­
ahly observant man. but smiles 
tam; ly at lhe at.I mission: "Just 
bl.'lwn·n us I don't nolfcc my 
wile'~ new dothes as ullen' as 
she'•I like me 10." . 

Mc Riegelman finds his chief 

'"sourer. of stimulation In the law 
and can't remember the lime 
when he fell any amblllon to be 
a tlr!"man or d policeman or any­
thing else. SIUI, IC he were grant­
ed a special wish, he'd ask for 
less i;rowded days-and a chance 

10 drvotc all his lime to soelal 
welfare. 

"I probably won'I want lo sec · 
you again after I read about this." 
Mr. Rlegclman said bluntly, ex· 
tending his hand. But his eyes 
finally twinkled. 

./! eiJ ./!Qft/z, . /It Ute R.eavut . 
T934 1944 

In 10 Years the National Refugee Service 
and Its predecessor a9enc:ies 

• aided the adjoslmenl of most of the 270.000 refugee\ 

~:li:t a~~i~:~i,:~esse~~e~a~;~~~ ~~~·:·~t~i~=~ 
placements, many in WM industries: placed 2,000 phy 
siciam in smoll towns ond im:fitutions urgently needing 
doctors. 

• f;oo:i~=~l~v:~r ~~S~~ 1h~greas~~~es:;;;ic:f~e!~~ngo~:'11e~; 
aided l~.000 newcomers lo resettle inlonP owoy from 
crowded seoporh; orronged reception ond placement of 
J ,000 refugee children . 

• guided Md i)>Si~led 1,000 communilie> in org';;inizing 
refugee.aid progr.,ms; helped the newcomers lo comply 
with Wi)rfime security me,Hures affecting aliens, fa enter 

!~~:re~~~0o:~ed~:~;c::a,:"fu,0!;c1!~~ ~~c~h:eh~':ef~~~~ 
and the battlefronts. 

HR'S is a co~1tifuenf agency of flie U~'iteJ Jewi1h 
Appeal and o beneficiary of ilJ c:.afnpoigns, 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE,. INC. 
139 Cenire Street New York 13, N. Y. 

·----- - -·---. 
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COPY:S:ARK 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC, 
139 Centre Street 

NEW YORK CITY 

The Honorable Cordell HulJ. 
S~cretary of State 
~e~her of the War Refugee Boftrd 
Washington, D, C. 

~y deRr ~r. Hull: 

February 2, 1944 

The ~lation11_l Refu~e Service expresses its deep 
f.'r1Jti tude for the fornlation by the President of the War 
Refu5ee Board and for his liberal directive outlining 
its area cf oneration, We are proud that the United 
States has as~umed leadership in the great task of 
rescutnr the persecuted, 

~e understand from the President's directive that 
the ~iar .

8
eflli:·ee '.lnA.rd 1 s authorized to invite the hel:p 

and services r,f ririvate agencies which have had exper­
ience in a1din~ and nlanning for refugees, The National 
Refueee Service is tne lgrgest private philanthropic 
agency in tl1e :Jni ted StRtes working· wj th refugees who 
reside ~-n ti1is count1'y, l.!1wing mnbiUzed the prcfeaalona1 
Rnd volunteer 8ocial resources of more than a thousand com­
·1unities in every state of the Union, we have been able 
to assist and guide a large majority of the 270,000 
refugees who have been given either tem:norary or permanent 
hRven here. The prir1Jary objective in all of our work has 
been to ilelp refugees to become integrated in the American 
scene and to become useful and constructive participants 
Rs residents here and in the war effort. To this end, we· 
hRve worl:ed ln close co1laboration with many governmental 
agencies and departments, inc1uding the Department of 
State, the Department of .Justice, the Imml,'gration and 
NnturalizRtlon Service, the Office of.Procurement and 
Assignment of the War !v!anpower Commission, and the Office 
~f Strategic Services of the War Department. 

J 
It is a ;irtvilege to p1edgc to the War· Refugee. Bo.ard 

the aid and Rervices of National Refugee Service, - Here, 
'"j.thin the United States, our organization has de-veloped 
a cnm:nrehensive body of experience in working wtth and 
resettling thousands of refugees during the past ten . 
years, We stand ready to make this exnerience and our· 
facilities avF1ilAble to your Board for- all refugees who 

• i, 
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are Rd~itted to the United States either temporarily or 
per!lrn.nently, Ernd. to provide Auch aid. a.a may be required 
to the extent of the funds from all sources which may 
r;ow, or .·in the future, be at our disposal for these pur­
poses. We sim11Rrly :9lede;e the support of l'lOre than a 
tnnusand cooperatin~ committees in communities throughout 
the c0untry. 

... 
ResY)ectfully, 

CHARLES A. RIEGEL!f:AH, President 
National R~fugee Service, Inc., 

Siinilar communications lrnve been forwarded to the I:Ionorable 
'-'enry L. Stin1son Rnd t1·1e Honorable Henry :.!orgenthau, Jr. 
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