


MEMORANDUM

/ ] . .- g
German Decrees-- (Material obtamned from flle 1n
Visa D1v131on, btgte Department, ) = -

J .

. On September 15, 1943,/Harrison in Bern reported .- g
to the Depariment that the Berlin Reichsgesetsblatt of July 2, ;"=

contained a d se effective T days thereafter throughout o

Germany and the protectorates entitled the Thirtéenth Decree o

concerning Reich citizemship. The decree provided (1) pun- - Lo

ishable offenses by Jews will be dealt with by police decres- -

concerning criminal law for Poles dated December 4, 1941 no-.

longer applies to Jews (wire garbled), and (2) Jewish. pro-

perty upon the death of the owner goes to the Reich which

can grant compensation to non-Jewish heirs or others having

claims for maintenance, either by payment of a capital .sum

not exceeding the sale valus of the property devolving on

the Reich or by the tramsfer of tangible property or rights

from the estate.
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NaZi persecutign and the threat of extermination is not
limited to Jews. By word and by deed, the Nazis have 'indicated -
the existence of a deliberate progrem to exterminate the Poles - -
and Ukreinians and, perhaps, other Slavs as being members of ‘what -
the Nazis call a "sub-human race". There are indieations, - .-
however, that the slaughter of the Slavs is not quite so . -
indiscriminate as that of the Jews. In the ocase of the Slavs,
the Wazis are apparently singling out the educated or upper -
classes for annihilation. Thus, it has been reported that the-
Nazis are making every effort to "eliminate” from the Polish
population all physicisns, lawyers, teachers, bankers, Army
officers and other members of the educated classes from which it
is feared new Polish leaders might arise. On the other hand, it
seems from the fragmentary reports available that the Germans
have some thought of assimilating the Polish lower classes with e
their omn. The same sort of thing may be in contemplation for ¥
Norway if the recent deportation of Norwegien students is any- - i
thing more than a transitory disciplinary. move., That the ,
Germans are also bent on hastening the depopulation of France :
seems evident from their treatment and retention of French-wer - . - -
prisoners and the transportation and virtual enslavement of & L
large number of French working men. T e

Notwithstanding the almost universality of the persecution -

end threat of annihilation to the eonquered peoples of Europe,

it would seem that the Jews constitute a‘speciaf problem- @ - W
necessarily requiring the special consideration of the ‘Board., « -~ -
This is so for a number of reasons.. Thus, each of the conquered -
nations of Europe, with the exception of France, has a de jure
government-in-exile, and France has its de facto-ComiteT These
governments, with the financiel backing of Great Britain, and .
perhaps of the United States, have been able to work with the .
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~underground movements in their respective countries and %o ai
in the relief and rescue of their citizens. .A large’ proportlo
of the Jews, however, are stateless and do not receive even:
such protection as a government-in-exile can extend. - Moreover,
even Jews who are not stateless are for the most part beyond ~ .
the aid of the governments to which they owe allegiance because:
they have been displaced and transported to or have sought

refuge in countries other than their own. In addition, many

of the Jews facing annihilation are citizens, subjects or

nationals of Germany's satellites and have no p0331ble clainm to

the protection of any goternment-in-exile.

Thus, although from an over-all point of view, the prdblem‘
of bringing relief and rescue to the persecuted peoples of
Lurope facing annihilation is not limited to the Jews, from a
practicel p01nt of view the Jews in Europe are, as a group, more
in need of the Board's attention than any other. This is so
not only for the reasons above set forth, but also because of
the special treatment which the Nazis have meted out to Jews
throughout Xurope. ‘hus, while a French Jew in France, a
Dutch Jew in Hollend or a Polish Jew in Poland may justly claim
the protection of his national underground and his government
on free soil, such protection is often not available to the
Jew to the extent that it is available to his non-Jewish fellow
citizen. This is so because of the special marks of identifi-
cation that are not only superimposed upon a Jew's papers, but
upon his clothing as well. Thus, while a non-Jewish IFrenchman
may have difficulties in traveling across France to freedom,
it nevertheless is possible for him to do so. The difficulties,
however, which he would encounter if he were a Jew or if he -

were accompenied by a Jew would be multiplied.many times unless, o

of course, the Jew were supplied with false identification
papers. So, too, non-Jews may feign- cooperatlon with the Nazis
or merely disinterest in any movement againgt them, and in that
manner facilitate escape. Stories of Pullnman-e¢gr escapes

are too numerous to be sheer fgbrlcatlon and the recent

arrival in Spain of Prince Elie of Bel%lum witnesses the
possibilities that dissimulation.may afford. But ne such .
avenue of escape is open to the Jew: He is per se an enemy of
the Nazis; neither dissimulation of cooperation nor feigning .

of acquiescence will aveil him anything.
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It is not the purpose of this memorandum to urge or .
even suggest that the Board should limit its aetivities to -
the relief and rescue of Jews., On the contrary, the Board - - -
should be urged to lend githout stint its aid and assistance,
wherever needed, in the resc e and relief of all persecuted
bersons in Europe facing ennihilation, whoever they may be
and wherever they mey be found. On the othep hand, it must
be borne in ming that for the reasons aforesaid, the Jews of
rurope constitute a special problem and the purpose of thig
memorandum is to &nswer those who mey in the future criticize

the Board because its activities mey seem to be concerned
chiefly with Jews.

. - - : : T e

R i."’,“‘@' CRt




- NAZT DISCRIM

_Introductory Not

A1l of the 1nformetion c ntuined in thia ‘memorandum unl
noted was extracted from the American Jewish Year Book. Most-of 1t
acts described concerned Jews and no other groups: “Although: other'minor A
groups weresplagued from time to time, detailed informdtion is lacki )
ing such discrimipation. This mwmorandum, therefore, is concerned: a,most'
clusively with znti-Jewish act1v1t1es by the German Nazig. “

Germany.

Although thlgn“ Socialism as a polltlcal party was: founded in

1920, it did not obgain #hy grezt significance until 1932 when 230 Nazis wer
elected to the Reichsteg, This election revresented a marked increase but: was -
not yet a msjority. The campaigning by the Nazis during this period had con~
31st-d of attacks on Sociilists, Commmists and Jews but with the emphasis on
Communists and 8Socialiste. TIn November, 1932, a new election was held, “largely
‘e to the political turmoil created by the Nazis. 'The election, howevex, Te-
sul,vd in » net lou5j1n membekgnlp in the Reichstag. Nevertheless, although
still a alnorlity, Hitler was mzde Chsncellor in Janusry of 1933, because no
other person hsl been able to meintein s government. Hitler dissolved the
Reichsteg soon -"ter becoming Chancellor and called & new election for March 5, -
1933. During this period Commnists, Socialists and Jews were strenuous Ly
attecked in the pre:s and otherwise. Press attzcks on the government were for-
bidden-and several newspepsrs of Soclalist, Gommumist snd Catholic persuasion
vers guppressed. The Wazis ceemed to be proceeding cautiously, testing out
ponular suppopt for such Alzcriminations while builiihg up such support by in-
tensive propeganda, This usctivity, however, was not almed as much st the Jews
ss abt Commmiszts und liderals. Meny Communists were arrested and many mu51uians,

w.ctors and profes:ors of 110Pr 211 tendencies were dismissed, some of thege were
Jews. The Deichstag fire served as & pretext for meny zrrests but mostly of:
Communists., Nevertheless, during this period<-particularly toward the end of
Mereh--cots of vidlonce wgainst Jews by members of the Nazi party occurred. ,,At
the end of a lively campeign, the Nazls obteined a substential majority -of deabs

in the Reichsteg and by the simple expedient of arresting all Communist members,r :'>

thiz mejority was converted into the two-thirdssmajority necessary to amend:the
congtitution. Thereupon the Reichstag transferred its powers to the govérnmen
for a term of 4 years (Merch 28, 1933). Following the March 5thielection, per
secution of the Jews really zot under wey. Apparently considerable tiolence: el
took pluce during this perlod, The alleged gpreading by the Jews ofifalge re-
ports concerning this violence furnished the pretext for an official boyeott of
Jewish obusiness entarorises on April 1, 1933. On April 7, 1933, a. decree was

passed ordering the retirement of non-Aryanu from the Civil Serv1oe except thoge = 7

who had served at the front during the World War, fathers or childien of soldiers
k1lled at the front and persons who were civil servants on August 1, 1914. - The

decrse further provided that "officials who, judged from their. previous - oolitlcalrf-

activity, do not warrant that they will alwgys unreservedly stand for their na-
tional state, msy be dismissed". (Reiechsgesetzblatt, Berlin. Reicnsnlnlsterlum
des Innern. i, 34, 1932 p. 75). Another daw ibsuéd the same day -orovided tnat




xcluded from practice.. Apr
of decrees excluded physiclans snd dentists from practic
ingurance institutions and exciuded1pateﬁt)lawyeﬂﬁ;A1é a
commercial judges, tax consultantSJmnd,chers ‘from’ practice
April 11, 1933, defined the term "non-Aryan® as inelu Y
or wore non-Aryan grand parents, On May 6, 1933; & decre
in schools and universities who were dismissed under-t
thelr licenses to teach. On April 25, 1933, the proportion. b
stadents admissible to schools was established at 1.5% until.the
out Germany was reduced to 5%. Those at that time in school -would be permi
“to remain. By sdministrative action in various states and cities Jews an
munists were excluded from obtainingmany government contracts and existing
tructs with non-Aryan doctors, lawyers, dentists, ete., were cancelled. 0 SR
October 4, 1933, all non-Arysns and spouses of non-Aryans were ordered digmigsed . -~ .
from editorial positions with newspapercs. Pragsure was applied to corporations [
to dismiss Jewish officers and employees. During this period also a‘drive was .
conducted to terminste all political activlity by the Catholic church and at the . =
same time to consolidate Proyestant churches into a-single organization dominated
by the Stats. The resistance t5 these acts which immediately appeared was crushed
forthwith. . ’ L

on-Aryan lawyers may be e

From July of 1933, multitudes of orders, lews and decrees designed gradu- ¢
=11y to vegregate non-Arysns as an inferior group were issued from time to bime by
vorious stetes and cities a1l over Germany. For example, a curfew was placed upon
non-Aryuns in East Prussia. Jewish lawyers were excluded from the courts in
Koenigsberg and Berlin. Univgesity degrees were denied to Jews in Prussia and
Breslau. Bank sccouants of German-Jewish rélief agencies werve blocked. Jewish
shops were plcketed and forced out of business. On Auvgust 16, mail deliveries to
Jews in East Prussia were :stooped. Various trade organizations with relatively
large numbers of Jewish members sere ordered Sizsolved. "In August, Jewlsh foreign: -
iodienls were supprecssd. Other decrees and orders were issued which asre too o
rous and varlied to aention,

The Federsl government llikewlse issued & steady stream of laws with like
purpose.  On Movsaber 18, = statute prohibited the adoption of non-Aryan children
by Aryuns and vice versa, this act wus expressly retroactive. On danuary 9, non-
Aryan students were excluded from examinations anywhere in Germany. On April 20,
Jewlsh nurses were in effect deprived of gmployment in hospitals or in the “homes
of Aryuns., On July 29v 1933, the Citizenship of Eastern European Jews was revoked
leaving them "steteless". War veterans and certain outstanding indiyviduals were.
sxcepbed. By = orblnet order in 1924, 211 Jews who thad been naturalized -since

-November, 1913, wsre automatically denaturslized. R PR

1934 o R

By April zz, Qt was estimated that more than 40% of non-Aryan lawyers and
noteries had been wholly denied the right to practice. By the summer of 1934,
enough legislation was on the books to eliminate non-Aryans from the proiessions
and to prevent any non-Aryans from subsequently entsring the practice of a profession
During this period an emigration tax of 25% of =1l possessions was levied on . v
wenlthy Jews desiriirg to leave Germwny and officially they were not permitted to-
tulke the reacining 75% out. A1l property of persons illegslly leaving Germeny. was
sequesvered. Resistance to these wvarious measures was ruthlessly punished.. Thus
in the ca.e of resistance of "coo¢51n?tion" of the church with the State, 400

Protestant Pastors including Dr. Niemol%pr and,Bishopriesger; 7 -
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bas;nesu Lﬂé rorises were not to be lnteg;ered w1th
the League High Commissioner on Refugees Coming
L75,500 Jews in derménY'und the JOU,OOO non—Jewls
24 from Germany. : o

of Nezni rule, uon~.ryans were
; 6001~1 outeasts, - In the suidane
aariehed o 217 1o inste them from-Cermsn economi, c
wne igtensified.  Popular sup:
'ﬁ% izh iemonubr'
OJ‘TEQ- On September 15, ,
PrOuectlon 5f Garmen Blood
relations" betzeon Jews and’
enship. This depriva-
the right. to . vote
el son descended,from
~rents :nd one dercended fronm tuo ish grandpsrents
the offspring of & mixed marriage

iz Nuremberg laws U> the Anechluss on Mer
R in snti-Jewish legislution. * During. 1936, d,
the perlod ol : i s, the Nazls were on thelr best behaviers ) i
thelerg, « lovge nus { deerees end ordinsnces of limited scope were passed -
: to Thus uly, 1936, non-Arysns were dispossessed of .theatres -
- them. Jewlsh rls 9i :DLC and jwhk dezlers were forbidden to.do buaLHESo
In August, Jeowish and Catholic empldyment bureaus were ordered t6.- liguids nd i
- Detob ArL deunlers w ordered Yo lijuidate. Tn fetober. &ll Jewish wholesa 1ers
:~ed to submi b it of their customers. In October elso all“mortgages'
va=-Aryuns vers ovrdered paid off or }5 reclosed.  During these two years.
511 egiublishments were gradually bclng “Arydn zed", In July of 1936; ]
& : aitted at & fee of 739, TFor zmomis of less than
ce s but ,O” orovided uu&t the- oerron o . 'ortipg pronised. tq
hin two wmonths never to return. Turing this kerloa B'Vg} B'flth: -
211 itc wroperby wes can;sc ted. ool
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. Durlnb 19;' ‘and 19/8 alsc¥1m1n3to

*h_ae—*grdduclly ol“hteplng the 1“ecbr‘lcvlons 1mnosnd 1p

of 1936, tsx exemptions were removed from Jewish

were defined %o include sny institutions administért v

507 surtex wis levied on the imcows o7 811 DETSONE EXeMP!

Jews had been barved from militsry gervice, - Imr February 1938
: ,JV_JE, Tor children znd Tor emnloyes mLuernlqy bpneflts We
Jevg.

hnd ‘BESESs hlL ertlre oom°Syif and for
: rpuort their Uropﬁypy Ioekted in:
Bernard Dov melr“jo,nmerlcun

, sxcluded from the. exchanges
ired to be lig ted in-a- pecial,

conlucted on mon-Aryan houstlinlds,
srresied by the middle of . Junes
prohibited from engaging in
sen, rasl estate broker, propzriy
' 1 some other occupations. On
July =7, 211 lawyers wers,
icences of dentists, nurses

in Paris by a young-:
g ) 3 thL Alperiaination
21 be them. Tmaedlstely efter Tile assass-
pogroms in ¥nich thousinds of Jews were urrest-
5 400 syno ogues were looted wnd deitroyed. In
LU an . “J' Tlne s oone 0illlon marks was levied on all Jews owning
: aclis and ou =211 urocseds resulting from claims on in-

Y Gamaged during the riots and disturbances. A decree
thar e, 15 it 2 Jeus "to own revail stores, mell order houses, or cofli=
Gouses whid Lo engzge independently in » trade™.. They were also forbidden’

fur salw, ‘oods or tride services" at markets, (Relbhp esetzblatt,
eichsmini.teriue Jes Irrern 1 63 1938, B. “A1l4 in Jewish Fmancipation Under:
: On Moverler 32, 1938, = Becrec ordered the llquld?tjor of
b vev o cormission houses exeept £or those neces y
2uch necotcery houses were to be trens fexred :
cnzes of Jeyich cwnerg of: handlcruft Qhopu,
o wee iosued dipmie esing from
On December 3, 1938, a- decrec
Jewich r cestete might be. order-
ceme Gecree ordered Jewh Lo deposit 61l cecuriiies
It 21lso forbed Jewe to acquire or sell any jewelsy
metals. {(See "Jewich Fmencipetiorn Under Atteck" ,unra,'
~re ordered to surrender zll Jc“elry,
net 'Jc together with objects <f ert. They
& retéd Fixed by the Ministry of EZconomles
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On November 30, 193¢,
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£ theatresy :
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by Sir Hcrhevt Fme'con, Jur , v
exmeny. In the first fow monthﬁ GP 1 39'
By the end of 1938 it wis estimated “that! 25
in' France, 22 LOO in’ the NetherWCnuw énd" ‘approi
aring th;f1°ca1 yeor, 1938-1239, 27,000 Jews; entere
s immigrated to Palcetine, Centrul and South Amerr-

According b vt
f?,CCC zré 140,000 c
HEAE l ?C,»Ou Avre e

ron Gerneny ver

‘mixed Yresiment of the Jews in Cermsny
CcangOob on whom to. blame the entire:
ut tqe re tlme a s:ve“e nanvowcr

1at tqe "mbrklnb P wer
1 e utlll480 to reTLULe Cermen workers for
were therelore urged. to emDTej
'“;xtlu., &e "COH‘tTUCviOﬂ, £oil sme!
® P, 52). On Ceptember 2y
+ congeripted for labor. -
e 2o )
'?xred 1"0“’011.  Many
tions Ciscriminst-
acc1ulon, Aryenization
Tebruary 79, 1940,
£7¢ of Jewish
Simcltengously
were being

wivh the lebor chortege becoming increcgingly =cute
whle bodied Jewe wap releoxed., Many Jews were re- - .-
rricons for thé purpose of being hired in
the precs Plomed the Jewe for Britich bomb~
ing in irtencity, end for the entry .of the
ont irvelving physical violence resulted "
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fersons with onl} 174 non-krysn
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1ongc1 hed anyrcn01ce'of D1oce of empTOJmen but!
ag. Yll te r"r nece"61qy re’uired' :

) uJ the. end of 194,; it wae Tepsrted: uhub uher"
left in Gerrzny and” that’ Frunk?urt-um-ﬂﬂln end Berlin were 31
teported in Februsry, 1943, that « totel of $4,000,000;000 6f.

been confiscated, Theve e reason-to believe, howevel, thau thvs
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fovernment gervice as well a8 private -
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intirect anti-Jewish effect. Thug
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~iun;. On Msy 20, 1938, the Nuremberg race’
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the 1aws of the Reich", issued March 1z,

efter Msrch 12 were va
cuch ]cnk, however, vuried gomex

Ces: the decree for r
re:fly two Wonuh

id in Austris.
shet frem the

ted end bu.,inew

ch, 1329, 7,856 Jeyluh busi—,
ad become ingolvent, Blnsi Bl'vith

3 deportetions sccurred an & _urgnr relzstive CCGTe tkanlln Cer~

ed that by the end of &pril, 19 538, 12,000 Jews hed been arr rest~
vere arrected in &ay. Mar; of . thoce arrefteo,wevc sent to
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strted thet 100,000 of the 180,000 Aust
1942, there were but 40,000 Jews sbil
Jews had been expelled from most- of the town 1)
-in Viemna end from there sent to concentration’ ér-labo )
It wag estimated . that by'theVmiddle—offl943,leO,QOO'Jéﬁs_ha
Poland leeving but 7,000 in Vienns of the oriiinal 180 000 <
there., - Co L

-after the Mimich Pact was signed, Cermeny

28,
nd snd th process of elimination of Jews from the
econony  roceeded repicly. By 4 e &.stendsrd form of procedure:- had ‘been -
ceveloped whereby Jews were first elimirsted from practicing professions. snd, from
Zovernment to:itions *herecfter Jewleh busiresses were hryenized and Jews weve di
¢herg- & frov positions ir~srivete enterprices. Simultansously, Jews.were excluded
from ziociction with Arfg:s. - A

Follewirs the Yunich
Czechoslovelkie wae partitionsd
Trechle anéd Corp

e it irte

Peet, and the occupetion of the Sudeten eren, . o
irto three rsuppocedly independent'entities;-Sloyaki
-ine. On -March 12, 1939, Germany seized Czechis and’con~ . .
A mrotzctorate of Bohemir-Morrvia, Cerpatho-Ukreire was ennexed- .-
snd Slovekis remcined technically irdependent although zctually dominated

w1liteary rovernment.,
cfter the esteblichment of the Protectorate of Bohemiz-Moravia. -
commenced followirz the by now femilisar pattern.” Within g
th municipel emnloyess had been dirmisred end Jewisch phreiciung had .
‘irriseed from hospitals znd public adminictration. At the same time
the frontiers vere cloged and the enti-Jewich demonstrstions were perpetrated on

vhus tropped., The first step toward confiscation wac taken June <1, 1929,
W & decree forbicding Jewich enterrrises to scquire or sell resl estzte, buniness
entorrvrires or any inherests therelr, precious stones or metsls and objecte of art
without permiesion. In eddilion, they were required to report any interests in such-
property,  Thereafter, Jewish property wag repidly liguicated end confiscated,

enti-Joy;
veck 11 Jew
heen sréered

On July 2, 1939, personsl rersecution got under way with anti-Jewich
Gemonstrations, bestings. The usual nuisance decrees were passed from time to time. -
decignec to segregete Jews from Arysns. On July 31, 1939, 70,000 Jews, -being 50%
of the entire Jewich population, were ordered expelled from Bohemia~Moravia. . .
Emigrente were required to "deposit" aboutl 75% of their capital in addition.to paying
& flight tex. On August 11, 1929, all Jews were ordered to leave thefprbvincesﬂsnd”
to be concentrated in Prague. From there, by January ], 1940, 85,000 Jews were de-.
ported moetly to the Jewish reservation at Lublin, PoXend. 1In November, 1940, Jews
were required to deposit in savings banke all cagh in excess of 3,000 kronem. The
bank books were then turned into & blocked account,

wag £till tolersble in Bohemia-Morsvia. However, in September, 1941, the Elis¥
government was repleced by the Hadcha government: whereupon & more strenuous snti-
Jewigh campsign was commenced. On September 17, 1941, all. Jews were required to
weur yellow erm bends and. non-Jews were fogbiddén ﬁovassogig@e with them. -Other
decrees restricted Jewish shopping to certain Cegignated hours of the.dey.

In spite of the apparent bfoadness of the decrees thus fer enacted life. .




) . There was & notable lackfgffcoOperation,ihowev
population. . Instead of obeying the prohibition ageinst mixed

- actpally incressed and demonstrations broke -out ‘against
Heydrich was made "acting protector"fofrBohqmiagMoravia.f*H
conscription of male Jows between -the sges of 18 and 46 for:for ;
ed gll synagogues to close and intensifieg the. concentration of Jews in-the oif
In zddition he resumed deportztions to Poland which had, ceased early in-1940° e
& transportation shortage, ’ S DR S

When Heydrich wag ascassinate® a reign of terror broke out in which ©:
thousands of Jews were srrested and many were shot. It wae estimated -that by the
end of 1942, 77% of the Jewish population of Bohemia-Moravia had been deported, . -
mostly to Polish ghettos. However, as Jews were deported to Poland others were.
imported from Germany and Bastern Furope to concentration camps from which 'some were.
sent to work in the mires at MorsV¥ska-Ostrava and Kervinna. For this labor they re- -
celved wages in food =t exorbiteht prices and in government bonds redeemable sfter
the war, i : v

In Slovekia the Se;org;ist movement wes launched on March 9, 1939, by .
bombirg and locting of Jewich shops, homes snd synagogues. It wes reported that
Jewe had zlready been excluded from the teaching profession and disenfranchiced. .
(Se¢ Jewigh Fmsncipetion Under Attack, supra, P. 67). On April 26, 1939, a decree:
vded them £lso from employment by the ctate, any government corporationg, .or
public institutions. About the same time, the number of Jewish lawyers permitted to -
practice war limited to 4% of the total number of lawyers. On May 26, it was snnounc-
ed thot this quota wes to be craduelly reduced to 1% by 1941. Jews in other occups=
tions were also heing dlerdised or losing licenses,

Meanwhile wcts of physicsl violence end arrests were occurring., At the
cafe time 2ircriminatory nuisance decrecs werc isgsuing. On August Z, 1940, Jews
werr crxeluded fron restaurente, thestres, ete. Jewish children were segregated in .

orimary schools and totally excluded from s11 higher education.

. Conaéription of all Jewish property war announced in August, 1940. On-
Teptember 7, 1940, = decree wac pasced authorlzing thé government to issue Aryaniza-
tion orders in its dircretion. Immediately thereafter s decree ordered all proper-
ty which had been acquired by Jews by foreclosure of mortgages or after a tax sale
to be returned 4o the owner at 50% of the price for which it had been required. :On -
September 15, 1940, Jews were deprived of passports andedios. In—November,'l9AO,;; .
Jewich doctors and lawyers were entirely excluded from practipe: By Januarxul,jlrrif EERE
1941, 1t was estimated that 50% of Jewish retail businesses had been Aryanized., = '1

On Moy 18, 1942, 1t was announced that 90,000 Jews fiould be sent to-slave SR
labor camps in Fastern Gelieia all before September 1, 1942. It ig unknovn, hov-
ever, how many were so deported. By December, 1941, it was stated that neerly
10,000 out of 12,000 Jewish businesces had been either liquicated .or Aryenized. On
September 1, 1941, a capital levy of 25% was imposed on Jewish property. On Septem-
ber 18, an additicnal levy of 20% was made on Jewish general property and AO%‘op
bank accounts. On October 9, 1941, a maximum income for Jews was established at
$50 per month. On September 17, a Jewish code wes igsued sufficiently broad;tq ex-
clude Jews from préctically all politicel, official, economic and ?ultu?al llfe,}n
the country. Later in September, all Jews were ordered expelled frbyvclties hav1pg .
a population in excess of.5,000. . By the middle of May, 1942, it wasréeqreed_that a};r
Jewish property in excess of 2,000 kronen was confiseated by the gtatei' By ;uly,;i :

e




1942, it.was estimated that 20,000 Jews remained in Slovs

originelly -dwellivig in that area and,that“mdst,offthé&70;00
ported had been sent to Poland. In‘Slovékia,;asﬂin‘othéf-Naz
there were the usual nuisence decrees resfrictingfthetcholgejd
forcing them to wear distinctive srm. bands and’ discriminating
respect to rationed articles. . e Coe e

Poland.v

elthough no overt anti-Jewich legislation had been passe

in Poland were on a much larger sczle then elsewhere in Furope.

medizbely after Polund hzd bsen pacified, ti
tirely from tosms and cities ierevar

wide wer lesignated as a Jewlsh reser

8 had be:n sunt to the Lublin re.

tim=, 4ble bodied Jews wer

this order for §1,820,000. TIn many coa
pryviding ecolor of legality for confis

right. Jewilsh storss and commercial enterprises in ls

ly, the notion of concentrating all Jews in that srea was absndoned.

at Lublin, Kielce, Lodz, Radam-and other eities. -

¥ being exported to Germany to perform forced _
s 2stimated thet sithin six weuks of invasion, 57,000 Jews had hssn so deported.

Before the Germen invasi®h of Polaﬁé there had been considerable anti

Lfemitiem. Eeconomically Polend had been extremely low. The somewhat facigt -
governnent had made use of enti-Semitism to improve its politieal. position.

d, the government had = -

permittedﬁéﬁa\§ﬁgﬁ'sponsored occasionel boycotts and anti-Jewish demongtrations..
On Ceptember 1, 1939, Germsny took over Poland and its Jewish population:of LI

2,000,000, Vith such a layge Jewish population, German enti-Semitic activities -

The basic. purpose =

to eliminate Jews wus, of course, the same but the technique was different. '

Thus

Im-
15 Nazis undertook to expel Jews en-
possible without disrupting necegsary in=
Zust~les, Centered on Lublin, a trzct of land sixty miles long and fifty miles
servation. Into thip supsr-ghetto were sent .
thonsunds of Jews not only from cibiss and tosns in Poland but 2lgo from sll over -
1 ! Tt wag estlmated that within four months after its establishment,
sservation,  In addition to the Lublin
reservalion, concsntratim cumps wers imnedintely establiched, By April 1, 1940,
wnestianted onz and one~hel® million Jews had been confined therein,

Kt the same

L6 owas found that ths Lublin reservation was wunable to maintain itself,

It

pleced by a scheme to concentrate Jews in ghetbosningthe largg?_citie§.'
Spring of 1940, walls were constructed around 'an area in_Wars;w;compr151p€ about
100 sguare blocks. All Jews were ordered b move into this area by OctPQ?r, 1940;ﬁ
and all non-Jsus were’ ordered out. Other ghettos were estublished early ;n—}941- =

labor.

srge numbers .vere -either liqui-
deited or Aryanized. By foril 12, 1940, all Jewish businesses in Krakow had been
placed under supervision. Finelly the last stage beforefconfiscetisn of all.

cities

The Muzia procecdad to *he economic liquidation of Jews with equel en- -

= 2. Lerge finec were imposed on individasls and whole Jewish
for offenses trivisl, invented and real. Thue in October ths commanity
wns fined the ecuivalent >f 2,000 for =21legadly burning

its synagogue.
Pecenber, = fine egual to £200,000 was impoged on the deposits in o
2 s ) <

n Jewish bank o
in fars.w £ar the alleged chooting of a Polish policeman.” In Lodz where 50,000 per--. &
gona Mzd bzen orderad to be expelled, the Jewigh community wes permitted to buy off
8, however, the Naziz did not bother with:
tion. Thug, in October, 19329, 211 Jewish - -
owed textile factories in Lodz, Tomaszow snd Bielsko-Bisla vere-confiscated out-

Jewish . |
propsriy wais reached on Janusry 24, 1940, with the 1ssuance of & decree reguiring
the registration of 211 Jewish property. In February, all immovable property in
the Western provinces beloaging to Jews and Poles was confizeated by decree.
in 1940 it w#as found tha® 1t was noib possible to expel all Jaws from 21l -
without seriously dislocating the econoulc life of these cities. At the

Barly-

same time

According~--

was re-= .

In the

Tt




_ During the latter part of 1941, the first half o V5w
# transported from place-to place in Poland at gliort notics ap 1 1
particular rexson. In some cases after being moved sbout they:iarrived at. th
point of original departure. The trend, however, was to cleay all
the smaller towns and cities and coneentrate them in the-large ,
Germany occupied the Russian part of Poland ths Jewsg there. who.thad -been: 1ahle’
to escape were also placed in ghebtos. In 1942, 1t was estimated that 1,100,000
Jews had been forced to live in ghettos. Clearly, the ghettos -conld not bs gel
supporting. However, cooperatives were formed for the purpoge of doing work: for
persons on the outside. - bt - ) SR

In addition to economic measures, the usual 9nisance decrees were issu

ing from time to time. On July 24, 1940, the Nuremberg race laws were. adoptsd- - .
and in addition mixed merriages were dicsnlved retrozctively so that issue of such -
merrisges wersz declarsd bastards., On Pebruary 20, 1941, a decree excluded Jews &
from use of any inter-cily in nsportation facilities and within cities special
secbions of busses and streeb cers were reservad for Jews. There were many ‘other
decrzes issued Tor the purmoss of setting zpert from "Aryans" those Jews still
at large. By the Spring of 1942, Jews had been deprived of civil rights and al-.
moz® 2ntirely eliminated from Polish economie life. In addition, in the Spring of
1942, the Nazis undertavk to exlerminate those who could not be useful in enforced
labor crmps.  Recovding to reporls which have filtersd out of Polund; this under-
toking commenced with shootings. By July, it was reporited that 700,000 had
been thus executad, Subsequently massucres incrassed. October reports indicate
th:t Jews sere bsing ©11lcd by gas in sesled trucks and cars. During the winter
of 1942-194%, 1t was rsported that trainloads of Jews were simply left on sidings
to ile of hunzer, d%ssases and exposure. In Junusry, 1943, in response to Jewlsh
pleas, afmﬁpﬁere obleinad throagh the Polifh Underzround movement by residents of
Wars=w's ghetto 2nd rzsistonce was made Yo Germsn depredations. During April and
Mey > 1943, pitched battlss oceurrsd bebwsen Jews and Germans resulting in the
+&h of approxim:tely 1,000 Gernan troops. When resistance was finally overcome

s reported on April Z1, 1943, that the remaining 35,000 Jews in the Warsaw
che tLo had bsen condemred to desth., TIn the meantime, 211 able bodiad Jews had ‘been
out to work at forced labor in Polsnd and in other parts of Europe. On October 28,
and Novembsr 14, 1942, decrees weve issued naming 13 ghettos and 42 townships as
places of residence for Jews and excludipg them {;om all othgy places in Polsnd.
Coneerning the Baliie countries of Estonia, Latvia and Lithusnia very little in-
Toramtlon is available however since Ethe Uermen occupation apparently.-Jews have. -
been slaughterad in large numbers and confined to ghettos. Estonia was reported
to be judenréin as of October, 1943. The mejority of the 100,000 Jews in Latiia

Were reported executsd and reports from Estonia indicate a similaer gituation.,

& I

Denmaric.

[T

e
.
“

m

In Denmark apoarently no snti-Jewlsh legislation or adimdniztrative orders
have issued. An intensive propaganda campaign has been carried out by the Germans
but Xing Chrigtian has been adsmant in blocking any legislation. In October, 1942,
von Hennekin was sppointed Military Govermnor and issued an order on,October'lG,

“prohibiting emigration of Jews but #as unable to secure the passage of anti—Jewish
leginlation., However, a decree was lssued on August 22, 1941, prohibiting com-
minizt agitation or other activity and outlawing commund st assoqiations*and con-

L XS

fiscating their property. - . Y
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On April 22, 1940, twelve days after th Er
0:slo were closed. In Augist, 1940, all Jewish property i S
_amount was confiseutsd, - On October 3, 1940, Jews were 6x luded fr
and from practicing their professions. 1In addition;iall-JewiShisﬁbp 3
quired to be labeled as such. On May 18, 1941, all Jews wers -excluded from:ste
and municipel institutions and the usual decrees of ostracism-wers passed. -
July, 1941, all commercial establishmenbs wers ‘ordered to file a list of . thaiw
emplosess.  In November, 1941, sudecree ordered the Tegistration of all Jewish:
property and incomes. This-included helf-Jews. In June, 1942, commissioners w
ordered 1o be instzlled in all Jewish enterprises. On September 15, 1942, itw
snnounced that all Jews would be arvested and deported, Within one month, - it was
reportsd thet half of the 1,300 Norwegian Jews had been interned. “On October 23
followsing the assassination of s frontier guard all Jewish property was ordered
confiscated, By March, Z9%3, it wus reported that half the Jews had*been sent to -
slave labor mostly in Upper Silesia and Bzstern/Furope. The usual nuisance decreed
wer: pzs.ec from Yime to Yime such as mar<ing identity cards and passports with re~
spect to 21l persons havi-- - Jewigh sneestor within three generations and those. -
heving u Jeaish spouse of fiance. : -

The stndy of Wug’Laws of Noruuy by Mr. R, D, Zcobt of the Genersl Coun- -

221z Office, United Stiteg Tre cary Depurtment, states on Page 126 et. seq, that
unti-Jewlch diccrinination wer very slow o start. Jews were apparently éxcludeq;
Troa public ofTize znd srzotice of professiong but without any legislation.. Mr,
Scobtt found only twu live aad one constibational amendment concerning discrimingtion
azelash minovities. ™o letber reinstatsd a provigion repsaled in 1851 denying to

Jews udml.ilon iato Norway. One decree passed on October 75, 1942, confiseated all |
oropirty 57 Jews who were citizens or residents of Norway, znd of the spouses of
fuach Jeas.  Property evenp’ by low fronm Judieial execution wur also exemnpt from this
f=e. Tz othee 1iu vas Issued November 17, 1942, =nd srovided thubt all full,

» or guarber Jows aust register with the local authorities: Thersafter =11 a&hle
olied sele Jews wece corzcripted for labor service in Northern Norway snd Eastern
Scraeng.  On Noveabee 26, 1942, 522 Jewish men, women and children were deportad to
Gerauny for eventusl depsrtstion to Polsnd, ' In December, 1942, there were 200 Jews
#8311 in Worwsy. B :

/

Belzium.

In Belzium persecubion of the Jews followed the by now- customary proced<:
wre.  In Mey, 1940, :zhortly after the f2ll of Belgiunm, Jews. were required. to regis~
“ler. Meanwhile, arrests were proceeding and on January 29, 1940, it was estimated.
&% 40,000 Jews from Antwerp and Flenders alone hadJeen interned in the Hasselt .-
cuap. On Noveaber 7, 1940, Jews were excluded from profescions, educational in-
stitutlons and news agencies. On December 31, 1940, they were excluded from all
public of7ices. In July, 1941, the remaining 7,000 Jewish. firms were ordered. . :
liguidated, Thereafter in the Fall “of 1941, special labor camps were established.. -
By the Spring of 1942, decrees had been issued ordering Jews to acegph any job of=' -~
fered by the euployment exchange. In the meantimé the usual nuisance'decr?es had -
been passed, In December, 1941, the Commimate Juive was set up in the Ministry of
Interior to handle orderly eaigration and education of Jews. It-is not reported
how offective this agency was. In 1942, mess deportations bgcurredras in other
parts of Furcpe. It was estimated that by May, 1942? in the twolyea?s ofrogcupa




prorted—apd‘between',uly'énd Nos
“more were. shipped out of Belgiunm mostly into Polis
occupied Russiatas well as t3 build'fortiiiﬁations

ion 30,000 Jews had:bééﬁ:dé

4 o
Netherlends.

On Mey 20, 1940, ten days after the invgsion -all Jewis imunal
tions were closed. Soon afterwards about'20,OOOfGerman7Jeﬂish‘refugeesrﬁe T
patriated to Germsny to stand trial on charges of evading taxes and spreading
propaganda, . In October 3, 1940, 2 deeree ousted all Jews from public office in-
cluding stats educational institutions. On October 21,1940,  registration ‘of Jewigh
organizations was ordered. On Mnuary 11, 1941, an order required all Jews.to b
discharged from private firms. On January 14, 1941, 811 Jewlsh individuals were:
ordered to register. On March 3, 1941, s deeree prohibited the sale or léa yith--
out periission of any Jewish real estate and-ordered the appointment of gdministras
tors of Jewish businesses. By June, 1941, it wae estimated that 20,000  Jewish -
enterprises had become Aryunized. On May 3, 1941, Jews were excluded from the
stock exchange. TIn Octsber, 1940, Jews in the Hague were fined $10,000 for helping
two British flyers ty escase =nd in Mareh, 1941, 1/3 of a %3,000,000 fine imposed:”
on Amsterdam was required 1y be oaid by Jews. Early in 1941, a ghetto was - eatab-
liched in Amsterdam snd by April of that year Jews were being moved into it from ..~
dlher communitiss, During the Soring of 1942, various decrzcs were pessed excluds .
ing Jews from virlous occupztions., On Msy 12, 1242, 211 Jewish real sstate. was’
confl:zeabad, Beginning in Janusry, 1942, mess arrests were commenced leading to
meny executlons,  In July, 1947, = decree wes issued ordering the deportation -of:
all Jews bebi.-a the ages of 18 and 40. By June 22, 1943, 1t was reported that -

cmsbaclam weg jadeurein with the exceplion of e few who were retained in concentras-
tion camps because > the nesd for them in the German war effort. A digpeteh in-

the New Yori Tlmows lui-d Febraary 17, 1224, ctates that of the 120,000 Jews in

Hollund shen it war invaded with the exception of 10,000 "ugltives in hiding, all .
b 20,000 Jows huve bean evecuted or deported. The usuzl nuls:nce decrees had been

<ozd from tise to time end were in effech. -

7/

The Geruwens =fter subduing Lwrembarg on Mey 14, 1940, did not gtos to
12 zraduslly.  One sweeplng decree on Seplember 7, 1940, prohibited
Tiages, called for rezistration of Jews and excluded Jews from practicing
profzooions, On Septeader 11, 1940, 211 Jews were ordered to leave Luxemburg with-
n Lo weexs baking with them s mexiaan of $30 and . six pounds of-luggage., TIn -July,
D4ty Lt wes reported that of the original Jewidh population of 32,144 acqgrﬂing;tg_ )
1522 cenzus 870 Jews remwined in Luzemburg. OF this number 380, belng the:aged-
infirmed, were permitted to remesia zfter heviag been plaeced in coneentrztion
campe.  Apprreatly the other 570 were deported to Lﬁf?' T
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i In -semi=nutonoiious Morerco
VIL‘LNP legislation in Octobe 1941, Jews
&y abteined in Frence ultnough they we
ot Jtuouer‘ 1041, they wefe excluded” from 11 ¢
s1rder 'tukexmanﬁmra.uonth OnA
Jewigh Lus sinegses hed been ) chTLzCG LV-
in Llocked acchunts,

ccanonic lawe . ;- shootings, b
scewrrod froz Live. After the secess
21, 1701, rore ,xig 12,000 Jeéws were srrested ond plwc
ithin four days, Subs ecuently, in -September and: -
Lous anti-Nezl acts nmorve crrests were made, bnd
iigored on &11 Jews, In November;

Unoccuyled Frence and proceeded to enforce. m]l
LulmnuuLL]V enforced, Lfter Novewmbe
.cla J we between the ages of :
to zerform- conscript 1abor L
ried to Polend otherg o
P) H‘, fuk o“

LN v

('!

11

/L‘I. y Y \.Vn.'

.-.L;

Turing this time the’
*1nL Jews from various

by the Germens there
- estimeted thaet 107 of .
rled to Polend end Crete,
iga from the
to Poland from

onti 1941 However, it was
Ny T61IULVE to elimineting Jews..  On

to be Cilubolytihl" tive 4o putting
inerezced to such an extent that in
ign. On September 20,
- Decenber 2, 17918, or who
Zing in food stuffe. Ohe of the
i number of Jews admis:ible to the public
en over by the Germanp in March, ‘1941, whole-

n

:lovia o

o :
f Communists snd Jews, rﬁnd of these were shot. By the end

of hat no able bodied mele Jew clneu in any clty of °erblg¢

eicept Jhose ngeged in forced lator. In "eher'l “Jewish “ro erhy Was

~m LN
r.;,, 1,‘41, itv

W Judenreig uﬂd that “A

ked then on Oc
wncunced that

first reg P tered
?:ceml%‘, l,qk,




Tovien JnNS in Serbia end Crostia togeth
other countries had been;shotvprjdeporﬁedr§ i
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tely Y

In%i-Cenitien tot under nuy WlBh &n ‘intensive nrogapanoe_caﬂpc
in Tul*, 1238, On Puguet 3, 1938, & decrec. excluded foreign” Je

crgitie On Ceptember 1, 1528, 1mmlgr~tlun of Jews was rrohlb £
foreign Jeve together with thoee naturalized subséguent to January
crdcred to lsave the counlry within six months. Th1= order‘ howe er, ar
- lo,u, 11 Jewish todchers and g :
;t;cv. On October 12,1938, = decree ordelcc ‘tha
ted to & Jen ufter thdu date. On Novemb,,
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wor o hot univerrslly sheyed. ﬂhen the six =
{,000 percons coverad by thet decree were-
expelled. - But in-Apeil, 1939, .the
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: - L
;nd the coun ed by it, very ~1—1,1':19 was accomplished.”
entered the 12, 1940, anti-Semitism sgain flared-

TE wels Mazé errects on July 1,-19 O; in Trieste, Fiume ‘and Abbszzia, T &

Yy DEVED ) . - #dced to the list of those from which Jews
ditionzl were broker:ge, snd serap iron .dealing.
tions were cdded to the 1igt by decrees of Hécember 11, 1940, :
end of Jemuery 11, and A, 1941, Theredfter the anti-Jewi
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cump'Lgn =ub<1ced somewhat and even peddlers' Iicensé
were renewed. on Januury 28, 1941, -Neverthéless,: by June, 6;
that 75% of Jews in Ttely h&a los t their galnle employ
“oceupation still open to & Jew was that of smell _shopkeepes
however, Jewg of the privileged class -were called into: th
doctors called into army hospitels. ERR

During 11 thie time there was very 11ttle oestructlon ‘of synagogies
and other properties snd v1rbualJy no looulng. Purthermore,ther \were ho-recol
of any Jews belrg tortured.

. ) S
In 1945, it nad¢6ecome evident that the Ita{;an antl—JeWLQh campalgn

not a success so that Himmler was called to "suppress unrest', . Rescistsnce to ant1~
Lpnvclum, however, was so greau thas=only. -miror measures could be taken. On° s

ptember 11, 1542, a census of Jewe was telen but it wag ennounced that thlq wag:
c“‘r part uf the general conjfljgtiun of 211 lgbor. 'In- December 1942, hoviever, -
611 woveble proverty of Jewsswus confiscated for the purpose of compensatlng Ttelian,
trocps returnirg from the Buseien front. According to a German brosdeast on Noven-
ter 20, 1943, «11 Jews even of the Dr1v11egeé class were confined in concéntration.
cempe end all of their property wue recuicziticned in order to compensate Italiens
fz 4 > resulting from enemy activity. In eddition, the chlldren of mixed .-
marriegels were placed under police surveillance.
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