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H1 dear Hr. Crowl qt 

Thank you tor yoU!' letter of July 4 1 
1944, enolo~in,£_a copy of a repo~t.,,.tro• your 
field repre14Ultative in New C(l].edonta ?1!1at1vt 
to the 11tuatlon tor refugeee in that aren. 

I will be ve17 glad to have suoh re
po rte ae they are rece~ved from other countrlee, 

,., 

Sincerely ¥ours, 

J. W, Pehle 
ixeoutlve Director 

HonorabJ.• Leo !r, Crowley, 
Admini•trator, 
lorelgn Econorotc Adm1n1etrat1en 
Washington 88, D, 0, ' 
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Lir. ;;- • W. Pehle 
Execu'!;ive Director 
';Var Refugee ~rd 
'.i{ash:LL[;ton 2-6, D. c. 

:Jea.t• ::r. Pehle: 

JUL 4 -1944 

_ £L. enclosin<:;, :Cor .your lnforrc:ation, a copy of a 
reply we have recently rece:l.ved from our field 
1•ep:ccser:ta';;ive ir, :;~ew tJaledonia relative to the 
~it~ation for refu~ces in that area. 

:.. >.ope tl:,:!.s report v1lll l.Je helpful to you. We 
s~-:iall ~01· r2.nue to forwa11 d these r·0ports as they
are received from other countries. 

Enclosure 
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FOREIGN ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION . 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

WASHING TON 25, D. C. 

Mr. J. W. ~le 
E:xecutive Dbeotor · 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25 1 D. c. 
Dear Mr. Pehles 

JUL 4 -1944 

I am enclosing, for your> info:rmation 1 a eopy of a 
reply we have recently reoe1ve4 from our field · 
representative in Naw Oaledonia l'&lative to the 
situati.on for refugees 1n that area. 

l hope this report will be helpful to you. We 
shall continue to forward these reports •• they 
are received from other oountr1es. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

(81gned; Leo r. orowleJ 

LH T· ox-owley 
Admlnbt1•atott 
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"'r. Leo T. Crowley 
Administrator 
li'oreign A:conomic Adliliffis tration 
Was11ington 25, D. c. -

Dear ;.1r. Crowley: 

This letter is in reply to your letter (G0-700: OSC New 
Caledonia tf92)/0f !.larch 31, and relates to the resettlement 
of war refugees. 

Upon receipt of the· letter, which was considerably 
delayed in transmission_, i11r. Ryerson ancl I called upon the 
Governor of New CaledoniP in order to ascertain his official 
reaction to the sugcestion that New Caledonia cooperate in 
aanciliE,:; tne problem of war refugees. 

"'he G0vernor hc'lS asked me to advise you that this matter 
c;oes uey·Jnd nis authority: that all basic policy concerned 
\'Ii th 2fow ;Jaledoni UIS SM.r'l i:r. the Solution Of the War refugee 
-r;ro-olem will have to -oi:;, decided in Algiers, As soon as he 
has been advised -o;,' ;.,1giers concc0rning i;ew Oa.ledonia. 1 s role, 
he ~ .. dded, 1·,e will cornnunicate with us and discuss the details. 

:>ince t11e Goverr.or o:' New Caledonia, acting as Commissioner 
for the l<'rench liational Committee throughout ti1e whole South 
l'acific, also exercises a-<Ltl10rit." over French Oceania, Wallis 
Isl°-nd, and over .!!'renc[, interests iri the New Hebrides Con
dominium, his ''nswer, stated above, aT)plies also to these 
CJlaces. 

\,'e :o;.re addressing: letters to the_:.:Bri tish High Commissioner 
for t'1e ·,;este:::-n 2acific, whose auti1ority extends over Fiji, 
Tonga, Gilbert and Ellis, Solomons, and over :British interests 
in the Nevi Hebrides, to secure informa-tion concerning :::ila,ns 
for ass is tine; war re±\.\:;ees in those islan&..i;roups • 

.• e _also requested the l{e,1resentative of the F..EA in New 
Zealand_, .. ;r. Teagle, tc secure similar information from the 

·hew Zealand GQ'\rernment co»ncerning co;nparable plans for New 
Zealand island territories, including 1iestern Samoa, Oook 
Islands, and Niue. . 
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In the meanwhile, Vie can state that it is our opinion. that 
the .South Pacific Islands would constitute ideal locations :for 
resettling war refugees possessing certain skills. In line 
with ~rour request for information we are making detailed 
studies on ti::"!e potentiali~ies of each island group and these 

·data will be forwarded later on. 

As a preliminary indication 1:7e are of the O!llnlon that the 
Frencil colonies will lJrovide more op~:iortuni ties for refugees 
t,ian will the :i3ri ti sh. '.l'ilis difference is due mainly to the 
:Oritisn concern'~ placing tr1e interests of resident natives 
aoove tflose of EuroTJean settlers. '.!.'here is a good deal of 
indirect evidence, fQr exannle, that white settlement· will be 
discoc;.rar~ed i:n ti:1e ;5olomons I sland.s in order to clevelo:n that 
grou_; intc a na.tive reservi;i. The l!'rench, on the other hand, 
nave encourac;ed wnite colonization t!1rough various measures, 
inclu.d.in5 the offer of land under easy terms and nrovision of 
indent~rec Asiatic labor. 

It is ·J1:r rec'J!I1'uendation tiiat the »iar Refll{See Board 
ascertain direct from tae French Government in Algiers what 
its nolic:1 is concerni!J€ ref\J6ee resettleme_nt in French 
··,ossessi·'lns in t11e ;;)outh Pacific, ·,ihen we have this in
for11ci.tion in lmno. we can tr1en discuss details w·i tn ~"ranch 
auti1ori ties 1:.ere. In .the oeantime we snall r;at.her dat11 
tnrClugi!out the islands concerning tne economic possibilities 
of resettlement. 

v.,ry truly yours, 

Douglas O:).'iver 
De~mty ;:>pecial Representative 

J 

cc: J:l.yerson 
rarker · 
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