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Dear ¥iee Harmon:

I have your letter of December 19, 1944, requesting
pictures to illustrate the article on the War Refugee Board and
a definition of the term "extermination eamp? ag'used in the
article. s ' : : .

Vhile the Board hms no pictures available, I can direct
you to several picture sources,  Acme Newspietures has a photograph
of the Board membere =- Secretary Hull, Secretary Morgenthau, and
Becretary Stimson -- taken in Washington on Mareh 21, 1944. The 7
Assoointed Press has pictures of the refugees who came to Fort Ontario.
PM hae published & mumber of pictures of Nazl death canps,

The term "extermination camp" is a vivid designation for
Nazi concentration camps where large~scale executions of civillan
prisoners and internees are systematically conducted, Its applica-
tion denotes & death center, or a combination forced labor camp and
death center, which i equipped with gas chambers and erematoria or
otherwise especially designed for mase murders, end to which persons
arrested by the Germans are deported. So far as is knewn, the
largest and most infamous of these cemps were eatablished in Poland,
and the modus operandi is grephically portrayed in the eye~witness
reports on Auschwitz and Birkenau referred to in the last yparagraph
of the artlcle on the War Refugee Bonrd.

Sincerely yours,

gﬁgﬁeﬁ’ 3. e Pehls . 7 : -
Jo Wo Péhlﬁ 7
Executizg Diyector

Mise Mamie Harmon, Associate Editor,
The New International Year Hook,
Funk and Wegnslls Company,

354 Fourth Aveme, ,

New York 10, New York,

_‘f;;y'l\EBprlerkinp X/L145 w -
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1;  DedﬁmﬁeTVZB

Miss Hodel -

From Mr&; Manmon

'

I suggest that the following be substituted for the .
second paragraphs C e

L I o
While the Board hes no piotures available, I oan direot
You to several picture:sources, Acme Nevigpiotures hag &

photograph of the Board members me= Seoretary Hull, Seorstary

Morgenthau, and Seoretary Stimson -- teken in Weshington
on Mareh 21, 1944, The Associated Press has piotures of
the refugees who ofmé to Fort Ontario. PM has published
& number of piotures of Nazi death camps,

~

I would delste the last paragraph, since I don't think
those drawings would be very good illustrations of the
artiole I prepared.

I would, of ocourse, not have the letter gigned by ¥,
Pehle, since that precludes sending & photograph of him,
which they might very well like to have, .
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OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tear Kiss Harmon:

.1 have your letter of December. 19 s 1944, ‘Tequesting pletures
te illustrate the article ongthe ¥War Refugee Board,and—ra-definiti‘on
tre term "extermination camp" 25 used in the artiele, EE

Vihidle the’ Board has no slctures available, I suggest that you -7
te able to obtain some materiil for this purpose from Life Magazine; -
chugnst 21 dssue of Life carricd photographs. of some. of the refugecy
‘°re taken to therfamerzency Lefugee Shelter at Forﬁ‘Ontario,.'-OSwegO,,

v
SR PR
I0Tr«,

~ticn for Nazi concentrstion camps where larga-scale executicns of
civilian prisoners and interncse =re systematically conducted, Tts-
ayzlication denctes a death center, or a combinabion forced labor caup
and deabth center, which is equipped with gas chombers and crematoria or
cthervise especiully dveloned for macs murders, and to which persons
errested hy tue “ermans {on pelitical, religious, or raeizl grounds are
deportal, 2. far as ia ewn, the larrye~t end zost infarous of these
ceape were estal’ished in Poland, and the modus operandi is graphically
portrayed in the eye-witness reports on Auschwitz and M.orkenau referred

to in the Z:st paragraph ¢ the article on the war Refuine Dorid,

A o
Ihe term “extermination canp' was-sppendered-as a vivid desig-

3

T

incidentelly, thase r ports contain rough drawings of the
rreund plans of dre arpe @nd crematorid whieh may Be found suiteble
for illustr.ticn ourposes, 4 cepy of the document ii enclosed,

Sincersly youre, : . CH

J. i Féhle . ST
Executive Director-

J

alse Mamie Hermon, Associate nditor, - -
Th> lew Intsrnational Yeeor Book, ] S

Funk and Wagnalls Company ;
354 Fourth, hvenue,
Kew lerk 10, N, Y.




fFunl( &‘Wa‘gnalls ,'C,ompany-
L T &ditorial Rooms_of The qu'lntge lational
CuaRLES EARLE FUNK, LIfT.D;, Edj

" . RONALD STUART KAIN; A:M., MAMIE HARMON;

7" Deéemberrlé, 1944;3

Mr, John W. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee ard

Department d&f the Treaswry Building
Washington, D. C. -

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Do you have any pictures or can you suggest any sources
for illustpating your article on the War Refugee Board?

/
Ve note the use iu your article of the term "Extermina-
tion Camp", which we think would be useful in our Glossary.
«111l you please be kind enough to tell us exactly what is
meant by the term?

Yours sincereiy,

. . .




© Decombor 12, 1944

Peay liss Harmons
EnelyStd is on article covering the
general set-up and activities of the War

tefugee Doard during the eurrent calendsy

year, as you requested for The New Intar-

naticnal Year Book.

Sincerely yours,

(Bigneq) 3.9, Pany,

Js W. Pehle
kxooutive Divector

Miss Memio Harmon, Assoviate Edifor
The New Internstional Year Book . S
Punk and Wagnalls Compeny R C e L j
354 Fourth Avenue o , ' ;
Hew York 10, New York - T




misz!zzsmczs Boghni

On Ja.nuary 225 1944, Eresident Ronsevelt by Exacuti,, Ord

set up the War Rafugee Board, conaist:mg of the Secretary

the Seoretary of the Treasury and the - ueeretary of War. They wera 7
dirvected ‘to take actbion for t!;@ immediate rescue :f.'rom 'bhe Nauis o
of as meny as possible of the persecuted minorities of Eumpe -
racial, religious or political =- all eivilian ,victghnsr of enemy
gavagery.  The Doard wgs-established in the Exeeutiv,er(}'ffice- of
the Presidaﬁt. John ¥, Pehle, Assistant to the Secratary of the
Treasury and Director of Foreign Funds Contrel, was given 'leav;e of -
ahsense to serve as Executive Di.;c*ector. )

As set oub in the lkxecutive Order, the Functions of the Board
include develepment of plans and programs and the inauguration of
effective measures for (a) the rescue, transportation, maintenance
and relief of the victims of enemy oppression, -and (b) the establigh- 7 .
ment of havens of temporary refuge for such vietims. The Board was : '
directed to gcooperate with ali public agencies and established private
organizations dealing with refugee problems. .

Early in February, 1944, the Board solicited the m-it'ban sugges— . .
tions of all interested private agencies concefning the measures . - — - : .
they believed the Board sould take to rescue and atherwisa' bring
relief to Jews and other victims of enemy persecutiokﬁ(, and it asked
the private agencies to advise it of the meagures they were equipped
to take to lend assistance in the Board*s work. Thmughout its

existence the Board has directed its efforts toward channeling,

-




groups, both publm and privatm

¥rou the baginniug evacua‘bion and ralief opez aﬁ. nav b‘ive vasauma

a posib:.on of major lmportance on the mard'v genda. To faeilitate,"

these operations the Board appcinted special repreaentativas An-
gtrategic spots in Rurope mer;.‘ evacuation was poss:xble. " Those
repmsexitatives weres Ira Hirschmann and Herbert Ketaki, Turkeys E R
Hoswell xcClelland, Switzerland; fobert G. Dexter, Porbugal; Iver G, - B
Olsen, Sweden; Laonard@ermam, Italy and ths Hediterrangm'area;

With the cooperation of neutral countries, the Doaxd l;as- partici-

pated in the rescue of thousands of refugees from the Balkans aeross

tne Rlack Sea to Palegtines in the rescus of many children and other

refugees from Belgium, Holland,and France who wepg brought to Switzerland
and over the Pyrenses to Spain and Portugal; in the resoue of many
victlms of Hazi persecution in korway and the Balties who found sane—-

tuary in Sweden and in the reseme of thougands from Hmgary, Czgchosloe

vakia, and Norbhera Italy to Switmerlend. fs o diveot result of the

Baard's efforts over 40,000 refugees were brought back from Transnistria

to foumania; additionsl svacuations were effected from J‘uge'slavia to

[taly. 4id also was brought to several hundred, Sephardic Jovs and

Portuguese Jews in German occupied territory through - the coaparation ox‘

the Spanish snd Portuguese (sovemﬁnts which were pg;smied to recognize

responsibility for these exiles of 450 years' standing,

With the cooparation of other American republics, the Board has

taken effective weasures to safeguard. the lives of thousands of persony

in enemy urope who had secured passports and other documents issued

o

.




the reseue of huabands, uiveu, children and pmnts af Amsrican

ci‘bizens and the wives and children of alieng resident in thia conntry‘
A siinilar program has been deyised for the proteots.on of ‘those to'whom.
'American immigradion visas hed been issued after July-l, 1941, tub 7
whu, bocause of war conditions, were unable to come to this ﬂou!‘stry

President Boosev?.!.. charged the Board with overall responsibility :
for bringing nearly 1,000 refugees from Italy and establiahing them =
for the duration ci the war in an Daorgency Refugee Shalter at Fort.
Ontario, an abandoned Army camp near Ogwego, New York. The Board has
alao supported other countries in setting up refugee camps in Ai‘viéa.

Hith the cocperation of the American and International Red Creas,
the Board has carried on a program for the shipment of hundreds of
thousands of food packages from the United Statep for delivery to
civilians interned in Nagi concentration camps. The Board has also ,
faeilitated and éponsored large-scale feeding programs financed by
private American relief organmtions. Theéé programs involve the ) ' »
purchase of food in neutral countries for delivery by the International

Ked Cross to interness in eoncentration’ eamps

Segond only in importance to evacuation opexaat:l;m{s has been the’
Board's psychological warfare works In this area :t{ hag worked hand-— )
in-hand with the 0ffice of War Information. Preaident Roosevalt's warn-
ing of March 24 to Germany and hez- satellites of the crmaequeneesof '
further persecutions of the Jews wag given wide covamge in the pressf

and radio around the world, particularly in German-controlled 'Eumps;




';Llsteners to secret radios in Europe alao heard stat

and - protest agalnst the persecution of the - Jews from“Seoretnry Bull

the House Foreign Affaire Gommattee, the Senate Fbreign Rslations

Committee, Archbishop Erancls Je Spellman, and Governor Dawey; Agﬂr"“

the Nazi program of deportation and extermlnation of Jews got under:'
way in Hungary in March, 1944, the Jflice of War Information beamsd its
"VYoice of America" steadily at Hungary in Hungarian language short~
wave broadcasts. Atlﬁhg same tinme leafletsruare dropped warning the
Hungarians of retribution for their inhuman conduch, General Dwight D.
Elsenhower's statement of November 7s 1944, urging Germans not to obey
orders to molest, harm, or persecute men. in concentration camps or
forced labor battalions was widely publieciged in the press and radio
overseas.

Although there 1s no accurate measure of the effectiveness of the
various psychological warfare efforts, the Board has in itg possession
reports that indicate that the deterrent effects of the repeated warnings
have been considerable.

On November 26, 1944, the Board releaséd to the presé iwo eyg~ -
witness accounts of events which ocourred in Ausohwitz and Birkenau, two

notorious Nasi extermination campg in southwestern Poland. It made these

reports publie in the firm conviction that they should be read and undera
stood by all Americans. S




directed - to take a.ction for - the 1mmed.1ate resocue from the Nazis

of as many as poesidle of the persecuted minorities of Europe - o

racial, religlous or political -= gll civilian vietime of enenmy
savegery,' The Board )vas ostablished in the Executive Office of 7

the President, Jehn Vf. Pehle, Assigtant to the Secr‘etary,o,f the‘r
Treasury and ﬁirector of Forsign Punds Control, was given lzeav,eroi
absence to serve as Executive ﬁirector.

As set out in the Executive Order, the functions of the Board
include development of plans and progrems and the inavguration ef
offective meagures for (a) the regous, transportation, "ma:lnten.ance
and relief of the victims of enemy oppression, and (b) the establisgh~
ment of havens of temporary refuge for such victims, The Board was
directed to cooperate with all publie agenciee and established privete
organizations dealing with refugee problems,

Barly in Februery, 1944, the Board solicited the written
suggestions of all interested private agencies concerning the measures

they believed the Board could take to rescue. and otherwise- bring .

relief to Jews and other victims of enemy perseeutt’on, end it a.sked'? SR

the private agencies to advise 1t of the measures they were equipped
to take to lend asslistance in the Board!s work, Throughout ite -

existence the Board has directed its efforts toward chenneling,




' {;stinmlating, end. expediting ‘the work of other ®

,_groups, both pu.blie and private. 7‘7;' '

From the beginning evacuation end 'reliei:“ opai' ,
a position of ma,jor 1mportance on the Boe.rd's agenda.. : ,
'these operations the IBoa.rd e.ppointad gpecial repreaentatives :ln;, :
strategic spots in Purope where evgpuation was possible. Thoser."é i

represantatives weres Ira Hirschmann a.nd Eerbert Katzki, Turkey;

Roswell McClelland, Switzerland; Robert C Dexter, Portugal' Iver G
Olgen, Sweden; Leonard Aekymann, Italy and the Mediterranean area.r o

With the cooperation of neutral countries, *?he Board has particip_aﬁe’d. ‘
in the rescue of thousands of refugees from the Balkans across the
Black Sea to Palestine; in the rescue of many children and other re:tr’u_geesr
from Belgium, Holland and France who were brought to Switzerland anﬁ.

over the Pyrenees to Spain and Portugal; in the rescue of many victims

of Nagi persecution in Norway end the Baltics who found sanctuary in
Sweden and in the rescue of thousands from Hungary, Czechoslovakia

and Northern Italy to Switzerland, As a direct result of the Boardls
efforts over 40,000 refugzees were brought back from Transnistria to
Roumania; additional evacu..ations wore effected from Jugoslavia to Italy,
Ald also was brought to severasl hundred Sephardic Jews and Portuguese"

Jews in German occupled territory through the cooperation of the Spanish

and Portuguese Governments which were persua.d.eé. to recognize reaponsi—;

bility for these exiles of 450 years'! standing, d

With the cooperation of other American republics, the Board has. 7

taken effective measures to safeguard the lives of thousands ofrpers'éﬁs

in enemy Iurope who had secured 'paesporfs and other documents iseued




in the names of Lat_in-mériéan couni:;'z'ieq.' - In_conjv

the rescue of huebands, wives, child.ren and parents of Americ
citizens and the wivos and children of aliens reeident m this ‘cou
A similar progrem has been devised for the protect:lon of those to
whon America.u immigration visas had been 1ssued after J\ﬂ.y l. 1941, 'but
vwho, because of war conditions, were una'ole to come to this country.
President Roogevelt cherged the Board with overail responsibility
for bringing nearly I{&)O refugees from Italy and esteblishing them
for the duration of the war in an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, an a'bandoned.'Arﬁy cemp neer Oswego, New York, The Board has »
also supported other countries in setting up refugee camps in Africa,
With the cooperation of the American and International Bed
Oross, the Board has carried on a program for the shipment of hundreds
of thousands of food packages from the United Btates for delivery -
to ocivilians interned in Nazi concentration ‘canps, The Boerd has also
faclilitated and sponsored large-scale feeding programs financed by
private American relief orgenizations, These programs involve th?,
purchase of food in neutral countries for _delivery by the In,tern_ational
Red Cross to internees in concentratiqn camps, - - | 7 '
Second only in importance to evacﬁatiox;,pperations hae been the ol
Board's psychologicsl warfare work, In this aree,/it has worked 'handfin- 7
hand with the Office of War Information, President Roosevelt!s warn:l.né

of March 24 to Germany and her satellites of the consequences of

further persecutions of the Jews was given wide coverage in the press

and radio axjoimd the world, particularly in Germen-controlled Europ'e.,

. < -
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the Nazi program of deportation a.nd extermina.t:lon of Jews got under
wey in Hungary in Merch, 1944, the Office of Var- Information 'beamed.
1ts "Woice of America® stea.dily at Hungary in Hungarian language
short-wave 'broadcasts.r At the same time 1ea.flets ‘were dropped warning
the Hungarians of retri’o{lt:on for their 1nhuman conduct, Genersl
Dwight D, Eisenhower's stetement of November 7, 1944, urg:lhgi Germans
not to obey orders to molest, harm or persecute men in conce!itratioo
camps or forced lsbor battalions was widely publicized in the press
and redio overseas,

Although there is no accurate measure of the_effectiveness of the

various psychological warfare efforts, the Board has in its possession

reports that indicate that the deterrent effects of the repeated warnings

have been considersble,

On November 26, 1944, the Board released ‘to the press two eye-
witness accounts of events which occurred in Auschwitz ,andr Birkex_xau_.. 7
two notorious Nazi extermination camps in southwestern Poland, It made

these reports public in the firm convictioh that they should be read - '

and understood by all Americans, ) s
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1:ébfaftAf§r3Iew,iﬁkerhéﬁ'éﬁalera:—Boékf—3'

On Januafy 22, 1§44,7Presidént Rbééevelt B?Vﬁiecﬁtlvgf
set up the VWar Refupee Board coﬁsisfing of the'Séorefééy of . Stat
the Secretary of the Treasury and uhe Secretary of War;a :
directed "to take action for the 1mne@}ate rescus’ from: the Na21s
of as many as possible of the nerseouted mlnorltles of Europe -
racial, religious or rolitical == all civilian victims of enemy
113

savagery., The Board wmas estip;ished in the Executive Office of

the President, John %W, Pehle, am Assistant to the Secretary of

the

he Treasury and Director of Foreicn Runds Control, was given leave
Y & s

of ai:sence o serve as Executive Director,

As set out in the Executive Order, +the functions of the Board

include devels

went o nlens and »nrozrams and the inauguration of

ffeeiive measures for (a) the rescue, transportation, maingtenance

of the victims of enemy onpression, and (b) the estahlishment

)

" Pavens of Lowporary refuce for such victims, The Board was directed
te evoperate with all public azencies and established private
orpanizations dealin: with refugee problems, B

Farly in Falruary, 1944, the Board solicited the wribten suggestions

ed nrivate agencies concerning the meaBures they

believed. the Board could %ake to reseue and otherwise bring relief”

to Jews and other victims of enemy persecution, and it askofl the

nrivete agencies to advise it of the messur

Fo teke to lend assistence in the Zoard's work, Throughout its

existence the Board has directed its efforts toward channeling,

8s they were equippedr- -




and- private &=

“rom'the beglnnlng evacuatlonﬂooeratlons have assumed

of’ major importance on,the Board's agenda,

operations the Board sppointed. sne01a1 representatlves in’ strateglc

were; Ira

Syyitzerland; XKobert

Ackermamn, Italy and the
+

Yiith

rogcue ol

C. Dexter,

the cooperation of

thousands of

spots in Bupope where evscuation was‘ﬁosslble.

: Mediterranean area,

refugees

Sea tc Palestine; in the rescue of many chal

To facllltate the

Those representatlves—

Hirschmann and Eerbert Katzki, Z Turkey; Roswell McClelland,

Portugal; Iver C. Olsen, Sweden; Leonard,r

neutral countries, the Doard has participeted

from the Balkans scross the

ren and other refugees
oy Gl orind, f

fram Relzium, cllend and France who were brought,over the Fyrenees to
PN 4Atx,a
apd-sheonsi Spain 23] Portupgal; &ﬁ%-ln/»he reddal of many wictims of
o Teanres o) 1 Ba ‘ ) e Tl ot con®
Nazi “e“secu11onAu»w Cound S&)Ou)UPY“‘ﬂ~

s direct result of the

~ht teck

were effectz»d from Jugoslavia to I% Z

Soord's efforts over 40,000 refupgees were

from Transnistria to Roumania; a.iditional evacuations /'

Aiqd mlso was, brought.to
e

R B

UG ots L3 s '!*'il“’/v")ﬁ

several hundred Sephardic Jews throuPhAuhe cooperation of the Spanish -

for th;se exiles of 456
¥ith the cooperat

token effective meacsures

issued in the

0 years!

standing.

to safeguard the lives of

who<é¥siﬁﬁzﬁ§§§§:ﬂtﬂtngt#q9 had secured passpor

names of latin-Americen countries.,

Jovernmen<k which weére persuaded to récognize responsibility

E

ion of other American republics, the Doard has

S .
thousands of pe£ug€eﬂ'xagxﬁzf

ts and other documents

In conjunction with

the State Department programs have been set in operation to facilitate

the rescue of

.

nusbtnds, lees, ch 11dren end parents o? Americ&n




'cifizéﬂs and"t‘hé' Swi"ve,s’r ,é'r'ld chlldren c

A smular orogram has been densedv
Amer ican 1Mm1bratlon v:Lsas had been
hecause of war conditions, were u’nable to ‘come ,}’ooffhi's,

i
poard has,zuivported other counbries in settlng up rei‘ugee

The

camns iz} Afrlca'%varesldent Raosevelt charved,\ﬂ with ovarall
responsi\bili’cy for bringing nearly '1,000 rei’ugees from Italy and
es ablls‘urr them for the duration of the war in en Emer»ency

ief‘ugee Shelter at For‘x_:/'@_ﬁtario, an abandoned Army camp near Oswego,

“
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4 A—\u,ﬁ 1‘( e
HWith the cooperation of thoAT_ ,ew‘narlonal Red Cross, 'Lhe Board
CcVLu,eé m

liew York,

,\:&A"f
]a nrogram f{or d@l-:. Tlng. food pacbewes

b N (fg t—vlr/ n- q . 224&<(AQ ’ :
Qg)u,uzf : by N o < 1107‘6 xy ‘é;u‘d 1Ll *’/‘jﬁ)’«@f’@d
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Second only in ir norta*\ce to evecuation operations has been ‘che\ g

coard!s nsychologicnl warfore werk, In this area 1t has worked

nand-in-hand ~ith the Office of War

n

worning of larch 24 to Germany =nd her satellites of the consequences
of further persecubions of the Jews was given wide coverage in the

nrass and radio arouni the world mrtlc“"arl in German-~controlled ’
N k]

Europe. Listeners to secret radios in Rurope also heard statements of -

warnin® and protest against the persecution of the Jews from Secretary

Iull, the llouse Foreign Affairs Cormittee, the

Committee, Lrchbishop Francis J. Svellmen, and Gové‘;{nor Deway . - is

the

Hazi program of deportation and extermination of Jews got under

way in Hunpgary in kiarch, 1944, uhe Office of VWar Inforration beaméd
»

w X . - .
/I:,s Vottce of America steadily at Hungary in Hunparian language -

short-wave Lroadcasts. At the same time- 1‘eaf’tle't,rsr were dropped.
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werning the Hungariens "of" retribution ‘for th
" General Dwight D. Bisenhowerts. statément: of

Germans not to obey orders to molestr:'

concentration camps or forced labor!bﬁttaliqﬁs"wés widely pub

~ in the press and radio overseas,

On November 26, Y944, the Noard relessed to the press two
eye~witness rcounts of events which,occurrédrin-Auschwité aﬁal
Zirkenau, two notorious Nazi extersfinetion camps in southweste%n'

Poland, Itfégae these reports public in the firm conviction that

they should be resd and understood|by all Apericanse




~. Editorial Rooms-of The New: International :
o Cuarees EarLe FUNK, LiiT.D;; Edito
Ronato STUaRT KAIN, AM., MAMIE HARMON, AM., dssogia

November 29, 1944 -

Mr. John . Pehle, Executive Director
7ar Refugee Boapd ~

Department of the Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

The New International Year Book customarily includes reports
on all new and important government agencies, supplied by a -
suitable person in each agency. Msy we ask that you assist
us by supplying information about the war Refugee Board for
the forthcoming annual edition?

Such articles usually run to some 1000 words, covering the
general set-up,and activities during the current calendar year.
The information is due in this office not later than January
15th. e should greatly appreciate your assistance.

Yours sincersly,




