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£ EAST 4cgth STREET » NEW YORK i, N. Y. o
10 East 40th Street, New York 16, New York 7 o Lees

Suzanne LaFollette
Director, War Relief Program and
- e o Communlty Activities.

October 31, 1944

o A ) .
Mr. John W, Pehle, Executive Director

War Refugee Board

Main Treasury Bldg.

Washington, D, C.

Attention: Miss Florence Hodell

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Confirming my oral stetement, yesterdey to Miss Hodell, this '
is to inform you that the Queen Wilhelmine Fund has just sent V/
to; Switzerland for the use of the Labor trustees the sum of
$50,000.

\
#le have just received word from Americen Helief §9r Czeohoglovakia /
that their first remittance of $50,000 for the b dget year 1944
1945 has been sent to London,

We shall be grateful if you will inférm us whether or not a o
license in the amount of $150,000 has been issued to the Polish ;\:ig_*_
War Relief for our 1944-1945 Labor project. A letter from that LR
Society dated October 11 informed us that license had been applied .-
for and that we would be notified as soon as it was granted, -
Since then, we have had no further word from Polish War Reliefw. Y

SYo s Ietltls
/ - .

Suzann La?qliette

Sincerely yours, : . _

glf :mbl

e Al J Mo, T
PRS-

'

A
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Dear Mr. Jeremiass

Reference is made to your letter of (otober 13, 1944,

concerning your projeo}s\for the rescue and relief of viotims
of enemy oppression.

I am pleased to advise you that the War Refugee Board
will be glad to support and facilitate in any way the issuance -
of the necessary licenses to permit the continuation of these
activities for the rescue and relief of persocns in enemy-.
oocupled territory. It is the view of the War Refugee Board
that the continuaticn of these projects is oonsistent with the
policy of this Government to save as many victims as possible
from enemy oppression,

Very truly yours,

(ﬂam_ea) . w Panre

J. V. Pshle
Exeoutive DMrector

Mr. Siegmmd Jeremlas, Director, .
Foreign Relief & International Lo~
Relations, - '

Natimael CIO War Relief Committes,

1776 Broadway, :

New York 19, N. T. , W

FH:hd _10/21/1.47




PHILIP MURRAY, Svectol Advisor s - ViNG"-ﬁBR}gMSQN,""
JOHN BROPHY, Treasurer « TED F.,SILVEY,’ Secretdry-'i"HAROLD*
SAUL MILLS - JOHN PHILLIPS~_.Q"'!'AUG,U ’

LEO,PERLIS, Notional Director
= :

October 13th, 1944,

Mr. Lawrence Lessep
War Refugee Boarq{ﬁdu

Main- Tregsury Building, Rm, le4,
Washington, D. ¢

Dear Lawry: . : . :

Tnis is a follow-up or the diécussion I had with you ang . - f
Mlss Hodel relative to the possibility of continuing our i
relief project behind Axls lines when Germany ig defeat~
ed, : s :

You agreed that this type or relief for
nationalitlies who are now prisoners or s

‘Germany would be excellent. The trustees of the Variousg
European trade union movements would ‘continue. to adminlg--
ter this type or relief as they have in the, past,

workers of various
lave laborerg in

. L

On October 23rd, we will negotiate with the National War
%und concerning the continuation or these projects, Some
'WF people question the propriety of'continuingrour speclal
labor projects ir the greategt portion of guch allocationg
are to be gpent in Germany itself, They prefer to elim= ...
inate this type of relier immediately atter the-major part. -~
Of a country has been liberated, F ’ : EE

As you know the Péésident's War® Relief Control Board takes. =~ .
the same attitude gg your Board with respect to the con-~’ RS
.tgnuation of the project andg it therefore «Wndoreed the -
#$25; 000 which we requested arter Belgium had been liberag~
ted but which has not yet b “ap; )
“War Fund, o '

B Z o
-

- AT:LEAST ONE HOUR'S PAY -EACH MONTH
. B . coormRATING WITH NATIONAL WaR AN '
£ T RF(A;IS;TR/ATtION'NVO.VVQ-VS’, PRE{SID{E}VH."

FUND AND AMERICAN.RED CROSS '
S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD < -




Mr, Lawrence Lesser N>

I hope it will be possible for you to staté the opinlon
of your Board in g letter addressed to me because I am”
convinced that the National War Fund will make no fupr- e
ther difficulties towards our projects if the War Refu-~.~- =
gee Board as the appropriate agency of the U, S, Govern- -
ment indicated that such p®licy will be consistent with
the policy of the U. 8. Government. : B

legmupd Jeremias, Director,

uopwa Foreygn Rellef & International Relations

SJ:Jjr




National CIO War Relief

- Committee

- 1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y.

Committee
IRVING ABRAMSON
Chairman
JOHN BROPHY
Treasurer
TED F. SILVEY
Secretary
HAROLD J. GARNO
SAUL MILLS
JOHN PHILLIPS
AUGUST SCHOLLE

LEO PERLIS
Natlonal Director

o240

Mr. John Pehle, Executive Direotor,
War Refugee Board -
Main Treasury B{dg., Ru. 164,
Washington 25, D, ¢

Att: Mr. Lawrence Lesser
Dear Mr. Pehle: _

We were wondering i1f it would be pogsible for us to
get a few of the refugees at the shelter at Oswego,
N. Y, to address some meetings we sre calling upstate

New York in conjunction with the National Wsr Fund
drive, . .

You will undoubtedly realize that thelir stories of
the plight of the people in other countries will be
very effective help in our present fund raising ac-

tivities for the National War Fund and all its mem-
ber agencles,

J

The War Relocation Authority has Intormed us that on--
ly your Board could grant such permission, We realize
that this is an extraordinary request but we are sure
that you will give it friendly conslderation, _—

Sincergly, yours,
/ L

eremias, %irector,

Slegmung, I
' Foreign Reljef & International Re-
uopwa : ) lations e .
8J:jr . :

b - .- - " . ey
< . 2 b -
A¢ Least One Howri Pay Eacl Montl .
OFFICIAL WAR RELIEF AND WAR SERVICE AGENCY OF THE CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS -
- ' Regisiration No. D.9, President’s War Relief-Control Bolird | -
COOPERATING WITH NATIONAL WAR FUND AND AMERIGAN RED.CROSS




P EAST 4bwh STREET » NEW YORK fng Y. o g
e

1 le. 2-4540

-~

Suzanne LaFollette
Director, War Relief Progiam and

Community Activifies
N

June 26, 1944
Mr. JoW. Pehle, Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Main Tressury Bldg., Room #164
Washington, D.C, i

Attention: Mr. Lawrsence Lesger
Dear Mr, Pehle:

Thank you for your letter of June 2lst informing us
of approval by the War Refugee Board of the Labor-
sponsored project for France to be administered by the
CGTe Mr. Elliott Lee, Vice-President of the French Relief
Fund informs us that he has received the Treasury License.
You will probably be receiving notice of approvel by the
French Committee of Netional Libersbion within the next ten
dayss May I request- that when you receive this message
you will so inform Mr. Brunot of the President's Wai Rellef
Control Boardl . - -

Sincerely youﬁ‘s,‘ e

=

aumanl "
SUZA LAFOLLETTE
SL:EB - '
AFOE-23076




RAHAM - BLUESTEIN
RECUTIVE ‘DIRECTOR

£ EAST 4kth STREET » NEW YORK £, N. Y. CRBRKE
‘10 40th R " Les 2-4540

Suzanne LaFollette
Director, War Relief Program and
Community Activities. -

June 12, 1944

Mr. Léwrenoe Lessger
War Refugee Board
Washington, D.Ci™

Dear Mr, Lesser:

By this time Mr. Pehle has undoubtedly received from
the French Relief Fund, Ine. & request for approval and
license of a speoial Lebor-sponsored relief project for
France in the sum of $150,000., He will shartly receive from-
Mr. Jeremias and myself a joint letter endorsing this requests
This fund is to be administered by the Conféddration
Gdndrale du Traveil. We aro taking the nsocessary steps to
secure approval of the project by the Connnittee of National
Liberation.

A supplementary request for $50,000 to be distributed
through other channels will be submitted later.

With regerd to the Dutoh and Luxembourg projects I am
informed that the request for approval of the Luxembourg
fund went to Mr, Pehle on Friday. On that day I.telephoned
Mr. Scales of The Queen Wilhelmina Fiund to ask why the re~
quest for approval of our Dutch project had mot gone to the
War Refugee Board. I discovered that the treasurer had held
it up because he had been told by the National War Fund thet
a Treasury license was necessary for the project and did not
realize that it was precisely for the Treasury liocense that -
he had been asked to apply. On Saturdsy morning he tele=-
phoned me and I explained the procedure; whereupon he assured -
me that he would send in the application without delay.

It should therefore be in Mr, Pehle's offioce by the time this
letter reaches you.

We shell shortly subnit letters expressing approval of
the projeots for Holland, Belgium emd Luxembourg by the
Governments of those countries,




o)

w\\'/\v"“\l '

2w

Mr. Lewrence Lesser R A
War Refugee Board ' ~ June 12, 1944

™ ' ' ' LR [

I think it ie hardly necessary to ask you to let us know when the
licenses have been issued, for you have never yet had to be asked for a
favor by either of our orgénizetions. I cannot tell you how deeply we
appreoiate your interest in our projects and your constant and thought-
ful cooperation, =

With all good wishes, I am,
Sincerely yours,
N
< OIS
SUZANNE LAFOLLETTE

SL:EB
AFOE-23076



Hay 19, 1946

LEO PERLIS, NATIONAL DIRECTOR
NATIONAL Cl0 WAR RELIEP OOMMITYEE
1776 BROADWAY bt
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK

RELET MAY FIFTEEN. AM BORRY 1 AM UNABLE 70 ACUEPT YOUR
KIND INVITATION TO MEET WITH YOU AT HUDSON SBHORE. MR,

LESSER wILL REPRESENT ME AT THE MEETING., WITH ‘REGARDS,

(Int$ialed) J, W, P,

J. W. PEHLE
EXEGUTIVE DINEGTOR
WAR REFUGEE BOARD




Nahonal ClIO War Rellef
Committee

Tce. Pres.
“-FRANK ROSENBLUM, Vice Pres
R J. THOMAS, Vfu :

1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y, - » ’ COIumbus 5-2372

Committee
{RYING ABRAMSON
Chairman

JOHN BROPHY
Troasurer : :

. : ;

HAROLD J. GARNO Iy lUt}:‘ 1944, ) o L b
SAUL MILLS ) i -
JOKN PHILLIPS - : )
AUGUST SCHOLLE

LEO PERLIS
National Director

PehWe, kirecutive Director,

CHARLES LIVERMORE etC boa By
Assistant Director u Bepartarent >
5, D. C. , ' ‘
Do
N e sotionsl O vor delicf Couaittee I wang
rou G cooney g

ion 7our Tozrd has extended p
ses for our =special la-
cha:ia. Our Lr., Sleg-
Jrrtieulsy enthusiasm the

2

“tain ¢ ncces

-

.oLavirerce Lesser has
Drojects,

you tha

i ) anp e lief-
son Short, L. Y.
Llhe to cordiclly in-
on sonday, luny 22th '

for vew &end wr. Leésser

interest co our entire
T uugectlwes of the Wer Refu~
‘ll“h sukde them,

our chept ince, we will be glad
‘2ng enents “PtordWﬁ“ transporta~
5t Ludson Stos

Sincercly Jours,

Om%m@ay,ﬁadt.%nth 310—0— Olwz,]m,da,l .

OFFICIAE WAR RELIEF AND WAR SERVIGE AGENGY OF THE CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL onGAmu-rmNs P . -
A . . - Registration Na. D-9,-President’s Wor Relief Control Bocrd s . . - - o
Fozas R ' . COQPERATING WITH NATIONAL WAR FUND AND AMER{CAN RED.GROSS . [ L.
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NATIONA L\X/

NI ¢ OE02R STREET, NEW YORK 5, )

WINTHROP W. ALDRICH, President * JEAN B. ADOUE, JR., Texas; ROBERT M. HANES, North Carolina; FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS, Nebraska;, WALTER ROTHSCHILD, New
Yorki EDWARD L. RYERSON, lilinois; ROBERT G. SPROUL, California; HENRY M. WRISTON, Rhode lstand, Vice:Presidents * RALPH HAYES, )
GORDON S. RENTSCHLER, Treasurer * GERARD SWOPE, Chairman Budget Committee * PRESCOTT $. BUSH, National Campai Chai
HARRY P. WAREHAM, R‘C‘)BERT O. LOOSLEY, Executive Vico-Presidents ' )

Se’cr’e'lary

May 17, 1944 : - ' : ST

Mr., J.W, Pehle, Executive Director

Executive @ffice of the President '
War Refugee Board . . L :
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear ir. Pehle:

Many thanks for your prompt respdnse to my request for a
letter confirming the War Refugee Bosrd's approval of the pro-
Jects for relief in Norway and Czechoslovakia, The National
War Fund has now approved the two proj ects and will make partial

payments to the two agencies in the very near future.

Yours verﬁr truly,

, "Member Agenéi of the National War Fund: co K. R
War Prisoners Aid * The Belgian War Relief Society * The British, War Relief Society French Reliei‘Fund ‘ G(ee»ll(;wrﬂr EIIN
* Norwegian Relief + Polish War Relief * The Queen Wilhelming Fund . * 'Russian ‘War Relief +“United China ifellgf * Unitedt
United Yugoslav Relief Fund o Refugee Relief . Trustees * United Stales Committee for-the: Gare of Evropean Children T
' o i e e

USO ¢ United Seamen's Service *
Association * Friends of Luxembourg
Czechoslovak Refief * The




Nahonal CIO War Rehef{
Comml’r’ree

1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y.

Committee
IRVING ABRAMSON
airman
JOHN BROPHY
" Treasutar
TED F. SILYEY
Secrotary
HAROLD J. GARNO
SAUL MILLS
JOHN PHILLIPS -
AUGUST SCHOLLE

LEO PERLIS

- may 16th, 1944,

National Director t, bur., -
CHARLES LIVERMORE
Assistont Director E .
164 R

Doy . Les U

talked last, wr. Poilip kurray, President of
‘e Gongress of inuuotrlal O“Lﬂb17a+1ons, has public=-

’ + endorsed the Free’ Ports proposal, I thaink that

“n1z w11l maxe tne lebtter we conbtemplated unnecessary,

fou in tils cuse tze labor people have responded
very ainilly und have lived up to the humanitarian tra-
cition of tleir moveaent,

ou undouttedly know, the National War Fund has

w.1ly releascd she 200,000 for lorway and the $150,000

sechicslovakia, Coulu vou please inform us as qguick-

vosswole if youa could solve the vproblem of trans-

’ mittul So Vorwey? o would Llike to send the first $50,000

e Trc noney tor Czechoslovak 1d will pe transmltted
to iondon, there is naturaliy no difficulty,

by

Than: you very much for your njice note of yesterday,

“ith kind regards,

nopwa : Div,

. Relations -
SJ:jr S

One dHows Pay fach Month . Ewﬂ,@tco.}m dlL’ s
OFFICIAL WAR RELIEF AND WAR SERVICE AGENCY OF THE CONGRESS OF INDUSTRlAL ONGANIZAT'ONS -~ * B

. Registration No. D-9, President’s War Relisf Cantrol Boord - - . . S
P 248 . COOPERATING WITH NATIONAL WAR FUND.AND AMERICAN RED crOSS . . S




o My 15,394

—
Basr Mr. Jeremias:

I want you to kgowh_ow desply Mr, lann and I eppreciate
your great helpfulness in Philadelphia last ‘week. TWe foel .
confident that through your aid the groundwork has heen: laid

for a good measure of progress in the Board's werk, - /,;

2

Faithfully youra,

Lawrencs 8. Lasser
Agelistant Exeeutive Pirector

4r, Slegmund Jeroniu

KRational CIO War Relief Comnittee
1776 Broadway

New York 19, N, Y.

LSLesser:als 5/15/44




Marizm

* Attention: Elliot J. Jensen

Gentlemens .
This will acknowledge receipt of your letier of Hay
9, 19“'

The projeets for relief in Norway and Czechoslovakia,
referred to in my letter of Harch 9, 1944 to e, Charles P,
Taft of the President's War Relief Control Board, have our

elgn policies determined by the
Seoretary of State, as evidenced by the approval by the
Department of State of similar projects. Sinee Harch 9,

1944, the Treasury Department has issued the necessary licengea
under the Trading with the enemy Act and Executive Order 838y,
as amended, to effect the remittances involved,

Very truly yours,

(Bigned)J 8. Pedle

J. #, Pehle - ' E
Executive Director S

Rational War Fund, Ine, ’ - ‘ R )
46 Cedar Strest, L : - :
New York 5, New York.

rod.

LSLesser:als 5/12/44 . , L -

Czechoslovak Kener - e Viovow egen.,

.
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ian Chail

HARRY P. WAREHAM, ROBERT O. LOOSLEY, Executive Vice-Presidents -
May 9, 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle, Acting Director : RN -
War Refugee Board  / , ' S L
Room 288, Treasury Department ’ : L :
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear #r. Pehle:

The Budget Committee of the National War Fund approved the pro-
jects for relief in Norway and Czechoslovekia which the War Refugee
Board approved in your letter of March 9, 1944 to Wr, Charles P. Taft,
of the President's War Relief Control Board, subject to one or two
qualifications.

One of those qualifications is that our files have a letter from
you, similar to the one you addressed to Mr. Taft, indicating that the
War Refugee Board has approved these proposals and that they are in
accord with the foreign policies determined by the Secretary of State.

This is really a pro forma matter, but since the Budget Commitiee's
action was taken subject to this qualification and since the Labor organ-.
izations in particular are anxious to get these projects moving, I hope
it will be possible for you to send such a letter promptly.

Yours very truly,

EJJ Elliot
ef . Budgey Co

Member A i oflhe National. War Fund:

C;echoslovuk Relief- * The - Umted Yugosluv Relief Fund * Refugee Relief Trus’ees 3 Umled Siales Commmee lor the Cure qf Eqroysa" Chlldren
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THE PRESIDENT'S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD W.R.B. "ty s

. Fiting Authori
WASHINGTON BUILDING To: Files
WASHINGTON 5 Ans. . —
JOSEPH E. DAVIES NO. '/ins. Req‘ r——————
CHAIRMAN Initial
i A Merch 15, 1944 ' Date
Chartes—Rarren
MELVIN D. HILDRETH L
GENERAL COUNSEL.
HOMPERES. FOX
EXECUTIVE SECRETARYT
James Brunot
Fxecutive Director
A

Lear Mr. Pehle:

iie have today received your letter of March 9 advising us
of the “ar kefugee Board's approval of the proposals referred
to your office with Mr. Taft's’letter of February 12.

We are enclosing herewith copies of our letters to the
lational %War Fund, the National® CIO VWar Felief Committee,
United’ Nations Relief, Ai7.L., United Czechoslovak Relief, and
American Pelief for Horway, Inc., advising them of our approval
of these projects involving expenditures of $150,000 through
United Czechoslovak Ielief and $200,000 through American Relief
for Forway, Inc.

We are gratified for your assistance in clearing these
projects and we share your hope that they may go forward as
soon as possible,

Sincerely yours,

James Brunot'
Executive Director

The Honorable
John W, Pehle, Acting Fxecutive Director,
War Refugee Board, '
Room 288, Treasury Department,’
Washington, D.C.

-

Enclosures




Mareh 15, 1944

—~
Dear Mr. Wigeland:

I am glad to inform you that we have today received
notice from the War Refugee Beard of their approval of
the proposed project sponsored by Labor's War Reldief

Committees for expenditure of $200,000 for relief purposes
within Norway.

dccordingly 1 am happy to inform you of clearsnce of
this project by the Fresident's War Relief.Control Board,

We ave 8o notifying the Nationnl War Fund and the Labor
Committees. '

Ye undersiand that the Wer Refugee Board has made
arrangements for issuance of the proper Tressury licenses
and we hope that the projeet canm go forward promptly,

Sincerely yem-s;

=

Jomea Bruneot
Executive Director

¥p. Andrew E, ¥igeland, Assistant Tressurer,
American Relief for Norway, Inc.,
135 South La Salle Street,
Chicago 3, Illinois,

.

.JTBSEC



Harch 15, 1944

I
Dear Mr. Kacer:

In further reference to the $150,000 project sub-
mitted with your letter of December 20, and subsequently
referred to the War Refugee Board es indicated in my
letter to you of February 12, I em glsd to inform you
that we have been advised of epproval by the VWar Refugee
Board.

I am happy to advise you therefore of clearance of
the project by the President's War Relief Control Board.
We are also advising the Nationnl War Fund and the labor
Committess of $his clearance.

We understand that the Wer Refugee Board hes arranged

the necespary licenses end we hope that the projects may
go forward as socn as possible.

Sineerely yours,

James Brunot
Executive Directo:;}

¥re Adolf Kacer, Treasurer,
United Czechoslovak Relief, _
Eight West Fortieth Streat,
Rew York 18, New York.-,




March 15, 1944

hed

Dear Mr. Jersmias:

I am glad to report that we have Just received from
the War Refugee Board notice of their approval of the
special relief projécts submitted through American Relief
for Norway, Inc. é and United.Czechoslovak Relief, involving

2

expenditures of $200,000 and $150,000 respectively for
rellef behind Axie lines.

We have notified the two agencles and the Natiohal
War Fund of approval of these projects by the President's
War Relief Control Board and of our hope that they can go
forward as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

James Brunot .
Executive Director

¥r. Slegmund Jeremias,

Div. of Foreign Relief and Intermational Relations,
National CIO War Relief Committee, -
1776 Broadway, : ’

# New York 19, New York. ..




¥erch 15, 1944

s

-

Dear Mr. Bluesteins

I am gled to report that we have just received from
the Var Hefugee Board notice of their approval of the
speelal relief projects submitted through American Relief
for Norway, Inc., and United Csechoslovek Relief, involving
expenditures of éZO0,000 end $150,000 respectively for
relief behind Axis lines,

. Ve have notified the two agemcies end the National
Far Fund of approval of these piojects by the Prasident's
War Reljef Control Board and of our hope that they ean go
forward as soon a8 possible,

Sinecerely yours ’

James Brupot =
Txecutive Director

v

¥y, Abreham Bluestein, Executive Director, e <
Labor Leagus for Human Rights, United Nations Rellef, . -
‘Kire East 46th Street, ‘

New York 17, Wew York,




Mareh 15, 1944

*

'
. Dear Elliot:

I am enclosing copies of letters to Amsriean Relier
for Norway, Inc. and United Czechoslovak Relief advising
them of approval of the special pfdjects submitted by ‘
them under ‘the sponsorship of Ldbor's War Rellef Committees,
I am also enclosing a copy of ¥r. Pehlets letter to Mr, Taft,
the third paragraph of which ¥411 be of specisl interest to
you. % :

As indicated in Mr, Teft's letter of February 12 to
Mr. Pehle, a copy of which is also enclosed, this Board
had already approved these projeets subject to the
clearances provided by Mr, Pehle's letter., We hope that -
the projeets can go forwsrd promptly.

Sincerely yours,

James Brunot
Exeeutive Director = .

e

¥r. Elliot Je Jensen, Seeratary’
Budget Committee, -
National War Funmd,
46 Cedar Street, :
i New York 5, New York.

JIBsEC. :
CCs" Mr. Pehle, <
War Refugee B_oa..rd.‘:




MAR 9 1944

Dear Mr. Taft:

Refersnes iz made to your letter of Februsxy 12, 1944, snd
i%s enelosures, acddressed to Mr. Leszer's attention. ‘

"Please be advisg@ that the m=thter has been discussed with repre-
sentatives of United Nations Relief, A.F.L., National G.I,0. War Reldef,
United Czechosiovsk Reiief, Ameriean Relief for Norway, Inc. and the Norwe-
gisn Government. On the basis of these discussions anc formal reguests sub-
mitted to thim Boerd by the two relief organizations and the two Zabur groups,
we aoprove the uses to which it is intended to yub the funds for sihich special
aporopristions of $150,000 and $200,000 from the Natlonal War Fund ore being sought
for the United Czechoslovak Relief and American Relief fcr ‘Norway, Incy; vespe¢s -
tively.

We are auvised that the Tressury Department 1ls prepared to issue ab
once the necessary licenses uncver the Trading with the enemy Act and Executive
Orver 8389, ag amended, to effect the remittances, The propesed programs. are
also in accord with the suliey of this Government as announced by the President
in Exscutive Order 9417, and in conformity vith foreign policies determined
by the Secretary of State, ns evidenced by the approval by the Denartment of
State of similar ,rojects.

We would aporeciibe your proupt action in giwing clearance to the
proposed speclal supropristi-ons from the Naticmisl War Fund 3,0 United: CGhechoslo-
vak Relisf and American Relief for Norway, Ine., so that these ﬁorthwhlle
projects may go forward as soon as possible,

Very truly yours,

(S1gned) J.¥. Pchle
Y
J. W. Pehle
Acting Exscutive Director

Mr. Charles P. Taft, Acbing Chairman,
The President!s War Rellef Control Board,
Washlngton Bullding,

Washington, D. €.

N

LLesser 1ab 3/9/44




JOSEPH E. DAVIES
CHAIRMAN
CHARLES P. TAFT

THE PRESIDENT" S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD
WASHINGTON BUILDING
WASHINGTON 5
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Atiention: ..r. levrence Lesser

Lear T, rerle:
LE afreed in our confersation vestercey vwe ere referring to
sou for considerstion the recuest of United "Czechoslovak Relief
ior n]chancc of & *ro’ect“involving g1ﬂu,b00 to be expended on N
S ST reilef roject Czechosliovekia in 1944 and &
releting to e 200,000 Torviegian sroject through
for lorwvay, inc. These two projects are outlined
1 er Tror United Czeclh.oslovek Relief
a 1cuv6r trom
r Tor I

H

orvwerien' nelief, Inc.
ieted January 20, 1944.

caulr tion of tie ncture 01 trese 'rciects e gre
oy wio o Tetter weted sanuery 13, 1344 fronm
Lelr’, mrecutive _irector of the Lebor’Ler_ue for
- y co of L., endg e letter dated
iag’ of the Division of
Interneti selations of the Hational CI0
Zttee. A4g in this corresponcence these
ous have s onsoret projects to be operated through
celief agencles zerticipating in the iational VWar Fund
involve roxiuately 1,000,000 during 1S44. As in the case
nt recuests the funds for these projects will
Tantlec through agercies suck as United Czechoslovak
serican helief for lorway uncer olans worked out in

Tros L r e Jer

A

avor:tion vwitn the lebor groups. -
hg
“r. John w, rehle, i L/
Yar Refugee toard,
soom 2285 ’ . -
Trezsury Lepertument, - , ) e

v.ashington g), D. C.

Offictal Fije Copy

e 17
S b




As we indicated yesterday these two proposals tere referred: ...
to the Depertment of Stzte through ifr. Xuppinger -end moré-recently: .
to the Treesury Department through ilr. O'Flaherty. ' VWe-understand
thet the Department of Stete has already referred the matbter to *: -
tihe American Embessy in London. We are asking them to transmit:to”
you enc to ug any pertinent information that results from their
inouiry.
A L

//Clearance by this Bosra is necessery tefore United Czechoslovsk
nelief or Americon delief for lorvay can actually expend funds on
these rrojects anc before the letional Wer Fund can advence money
to those or.enizations for that purpose.. The Board is prepared to
rive such clearance imneGiztely upon receipt of notice from the

wor Refuree bosre that Hie projects cen te carried out under. their
suthorization and, as required by the kxecutive Urder establishing
the rresicent's war delie? Control Eoard, in conformity with foreign
solicies s determined. v the Secretary of State;AA

Sincerely yours,

S
Charles P, Taft

Acting Crairmen

cacls. - fawd! Ca’fav C faxe, o2 rd.{i{"
- i

< .

>










' NORWEGIAN RELIEF, INC.
135 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

January 20, 1944

Ky, Charles P, Taft, Acting Chairman ) ) ) ik
The President's War ReMef Control Board i R
1044 Washi.ngton Building : R
Vashington 5, D.C.

Ret Fupdas for Labor's Wer Relief Committees
Dear lMr. Tafts /

By & specisl vote taken by mell on: Daceimber 21, 1943
the Board of Directors of American Relief for Norwey, Inc. approved
a propossl to make speclel application to the President’s War
Relief Control Board and to National War Fund, Inc. for $200,000
to be expended in consultation with Lsbor's War Relief Committees.
We now and hereby submit this proposal to you for your approval:

We request that $200,000 be allogated to us by the
National %er Rund from the contingent fund of $1,000,000 which
vwe underatend has been earmarked for Labor projects in occupied
countrles, It 1s understood that the allocation to us of this sum
will in no way interfare with or reduce the amount allosated to
American Relief for Norway, Inc, for our regular budgefed purposes
and, 1n particular, will not come out of the %200,000 sat aside
for American Relief for Norwsy, Ine. as stated in the letter of
¥r. Elliot J. Jensen, Seeretary, to Mr. Ingvoldatnd, our exscutive
secretary, dated July 26, 1943,

It is understuod that the transfer of this sum and of
the waterials and supplies purchaged with thege funds will. not
interfere with or reduce the licensem for the transfer of money and o
goods which have been or may be lasued:to Americen Relief for- Norway, i
Ines in conneotion with its regular activities. R

#e feel convinced that the two officisls of the Rop~- -
vegian Trades Union Council (Den faglige Lauuaorgauiaasjcn), Konrad
‘Nordel in London, its president, and Lers Evensen in Stockholm,.
its vice-president, will distribute the aid in Norway in a con-
sciontious and efficient manner to all needy pergons regerdless of .




labor affiliations.

The entire plan has the endorsement of the Nomgian '
Government-in-Exile, as evidenced by the encloged copy of a letter
dated December 7, 1943 from the Norwegian Ambaasador in
Weshington, D.C,. -

Re phall be glad to endeavor to submit such further .
information and evidence as you may require to support this applica-
tiond We understand, however, that Labor's War Relief Committees
are in close contact with the President's War Rellef Control Board
on this whole sybject.

Yours very tr'uly,

/S/ A, E, Wigeland
Agaistant 'I'raaaurer




ready seen oy lotter to Mr. Haakon Ide dated July 13th, I

NORWEGIAN EMBASSY

" WASHINGTOM, D. C. ‘Decenber 7, 1943

Rev. Orlando Ingvoldstad,
Norwegian Rellsf, Inc.,

135 South La Salle Street,
Chicago 3, Ill. .

Dear Dr. Ingvoldsted,

I want to acknowledge, with my beat thanks, receipt
of your letter of the 3rd instant regarding the mesting
which Awerican Relief for Norway Inc, has had with re-
presentatives of American and Norwegian labor reprasant-
atives in Hew York City on November 17th,

As T look upon this matter it would be advisable that
the American Rellef for Norway Inc, and repraesentetives
of the lsbor orgenizations endeavor to arrange the
transfer of money involved directly with the Ameriean
authorities. I do not think it would be judiecious for
the Norwegisn CGovernment or its officlal representation
in the United States to take an active part., That the
suggestion to extend relief es proposed hus the entive
sympathy of my Government and of this Embassy, i» already
a matter of reecord. For the event that you have not al«

enclose herewith a copy. The gratitude expressed by Hr.
Olav Hindshl, Minister of Public Viorkse in the Norwegian
Government, p.t. London, is undoubtedly shared by us all.

On this basie I would suggest that you proceed in this
natter in collsboration with the said labor representatives.

I wish you all possible suceess in this inportant under=
taking end remainm, =

Sincerel& yours,

W. HORGENSTIRRNE
Avbassador for Norway







- Weshington, D.C,
Dear Mr, Fox:

_ ¥r. Homer Fox, Esecutive Secretary .
President's Var Relief Committee

UNITED CZECHOSLOVAK RELIEF -
8 WEST 4Oth STREET
- MEWYORK 18

~ December 20, 1943.-

In his letter of November 23, 1943 Mr. Flliot J. Jensen, Secretary of

the Budget Committee of the Natio:
comnittee cannot act upon our application for the Special Lab

Projeet for Cgechoslovakia in 1944, which we understand is to be

considered over and above our regular 1944 budget,

-War Pund, notified us that his .

or Relief

The amount requeqﬁed

for this project is $150,000 end we enclose herewith s breakdown of the
budget presented to us and approved by both labor committees, ’

It is our understanding that these allotments would be' transmitted in
monthly installments to our orgeniszation. We in turn would forward

them to Mr. Frantisek Nemec and Mr., Jan Becke in London.

the Genéeral Secretary of the Czechoslovak Union of Railrosd Workers
and Mr. Becko 18 the chairman of the Cwechoslovek Unior of the Coal~
Mine Workers. Mr. Nemec is a member of the International Transport
Wiorkera® Federation and Mr. Becko of the Intérnational Coal~Mine Workers!
Federation. Both represented for 20 years the Csechoslovak Labor.

Hovement in the Pragus Parliament,

their present capseity as members of the Czechoslovak Governzent in
-London but as trustees for the Czechoslovek labor movement, chosen

because of their leading position.

with the representatives of the A,F.L. and the C.1.0,, we hereby

are asking the President!

State Department, to refer it to the Budget Committes of the-National
War Fund for such action as they may seem fit to take. e S

-

Thanking you in advance for your kind pz;pmpt consideration,

/8/ Dr. Ruza L. Stuernm, } /S/ Me. Adolf Ks;'cer-,ﬁ e
Executive Secretary ) ' Trasa_t’n"er

- Yours sincerely, » d

Mr, Nemec is

On the basie of todey's conference

These funde would not go to them in

8 War Relief Control Board to kindly consider
this matter and, if it is in accordance with their poliey and that of the o




CZECHOSLOVAK
. RELIEP -

oxpenses for these relief activities ware: overed by -
es which were brought .%o London: before -the ‘Nagi oceupa
tion. 1In the year 1943, when the funds were pretty much exhausted, the Cze
dovek government took over the responsibility and covered the: larger . part of -
relief expenses incurred by the Czechoslovak Federation of Labor. - - -

- For the year 1942, a breakdown of expsnses incurred for these rellef activi- . -
ties 15 as followss , 7 A . ' AN S
@’1. For femilies of executed and Jailed persons in Cze_choalovakm...;.,.kso','o o
2. For assistence given to destitute and aged persons in Crecho- N s s

) elovakhn.,.u‘-,z 9$00, .
3. For rescus of persecuted people from Central Furope to neutral - v :
and allled countriessssessssssss 30,000,
4+ For persecuted peoﬁ; hiding in Cgechoslovakia and, so fer, N
) ' ) unable to eacape..y_"‘.,...,....... 15;080. o
5« For Jews liv.'lng in ghettos in czechﬂslomkiaooooo‘ocnn.oi.o_cooooﬁnc,'55 00&0

6. For Czechoslovek Jewa in ghe‘btoa in POlﬂﬂdoqpon.----.-'.ond,gv_octproil'l‘!_). 0 v. ; :
7. For Cgechoslovak women and children in France (families of Caechg~.

slovek 801d1er8)rebhessersensny 20,000,
. TOTAhoaitiu-o' 52955000\
: i RS T
Steady chsnges in the political situstion make an oXact estimate for 194
impossible, Increasing persecution makes increasing activitiea necessary. At the ‘
same time, malntaining the necessary contacts with the persecuted becomes increasingly
difficult. The relief expenses in 1943 will run to approximately 4250,000. This. . & =~ |
large increase in 1943 expenditures over 1942 18 due to the needs for relief for the = . -
families of workers mobilized into German slave. labor battalions, It is estimated

thet the amount needed for 1944 will again be somewhere between $350,000 and $400,000,

Similar requests for funds are being made to other 1sbor organizgﬁiﬁhs “through=
out the world. Meanwhile the Czechoslovak government has. promised to help outidn o
any emergency., ) : e

The administration of relief money has been the responsibility ‘of Messrs, Becko: -
and Nemsl since 1939, Mr. Becko, former president of the ‘Czechoslovek Mine =
Workers Federation, is Minister for Social Welfere in the. Czechoslovak government, :
and Mr, Nemee, former president of the Czechoslovak Rail,;a/y Brotherhood, ‘is- Minis-
ter for Reconatruction in the Czechoslovak government, We therefore, request that
funde for the relief activities of the Czechoslovak Federation of labor. from: Amweris -
can labor be transmitted to Hessrs. Becko ard Nemec through Dr, Jen Papanek, ' L
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Caechoalovak government in New York City. Receipt
of money will always be acknowledged by theme two cabinst wembera, and they will =
report pericdically on disbursements, . - ’ o e

¥

uopwe 27
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LABOR LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF - A F. L.

MATTHEW WOLL - PRESIDENT
ABRAHAM BLUESmN *+ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

8 EAST 46th ST. + NEW YORK 17, N. Y * EL, 52590

WAR- RELIET COIWCM,;,%
IRV'ING ABRAMSON +

LEO PERLIS - NATIONAL W%ron /5 /,
1776 BROADWAY + NEW YORK'19, N. Y. + CO. 52372

March 8, 1944

™
ir-ctor
“ttestion: My, Lawronce S. Lesser

e Relief and American
+ith respect to the
 recuested them 4o

ie

the War Rofuge: Board
onitted and expedive the licenses

srganizations as follows: N
, : / _ /3/¢3/
125,203 Ior United “zechoslovak Relief, and V- oo
Vo is > (339)
103,000 erican Relief for Norway, Inc., W- ¥ /§ /

“incerely yours,

LoFollztte:

United :{E\!a‘tions Pe

REPLIES SHOULD




u_a o x b s‘_-w' AR

mm» league for M h'
Unl’hl Haticns Relict f:golu

Hatthow Well o l’unﬂoni T
o AOODAN. Bluestein « Mﬂﬂ anm

@ Eapt 46th- 3_‘5,!; 'f! New Xork- 17; H,i!i »
Bl %2590 T

Mry John W, Fehle

Aai.»ing Emeutﬁ.n nir,m

War Refuges Board

WM; b. G, 7 ) )
Attentions Wr, Iawrence B lonser -

Deer ¥r, Peble:

¥e understand that United Geechoslovak Roltef and Am:lm :
Reldef for Nmnﬁ Ino, have written to you with vespect to the.

e would much aprresiate 1t 1f ﬁn m Rot\lro
would spprowve of th:‘g'omu submitted and mm cense as
regusated by these war relles organisations as £

$150,000 fox Untted Crechonlovak. mw, ma

$200,000 for Avarican Belief for Hm. h!ﬂ;

sxnc,mly wm’

y

i Jarening '
:m 2 G0, ¥ar Relier cmztm




. LABOR'S. WA

Iabor league for Humen Rights
United. Nations Relief = ALy

. Habthew Woll « Preatdent
_Abratum Blusstein = Exeeutive Direstor

Bant 46th 88, = Hew York 17, NoX. «
o, o

“l'o Jolm We Pohh )
Aoting Exsoutiwe Direstor
Waxr ree Hoard A
Weshington, D, G,
Attentions My, lawrencs 3. lesssr

Denx Nre Feble: ,

We unieratand that United Cuschoslovak Rolief and Amesican
Relief for Ne » Mg, have written to you with zespect t6 the
Special Iavor Prograus whick we have requested thes to sudeit
to the Natiopal Wax Fund, :

Ve would very mush appreaiate it 4f ths War Refuges Suard
would approve of the programs submitted snd expedite the 1lcense as
raquested by these war relief crganisutions as follovwst

© #250,000 for United Cyechoslovak Relief, and
$200,000 for Asariean Helief far Hoxway; Ing,

Snmnrc];y 1y youray

=

o W

Nati'l GuZ.0. War Relief Comnittes

 United Haticms Relief = APL

g
......



LABOR'S WAR RELIEP PROGRAM

Labor Isague for Humen Mghts - C datdonad €.T.0.
United Nationg Relm -AJFilie iy 391101‘ coma&tm

Katthew Woll » President . - Irving A‘bramson » Ghlh'un S
sbraham Bluestein - Executive Director Iso Porlis = Hq%i.ml Diveotor
9 East 46th St, = Hew York 17, N, « 176 B:‘oadway o Hew York 19, HY. .f

- Ele 52590 Go. 52372

. Yerok 8, 1944

¥re. John W, Pohle

Asting Executive Dirvector
War Hefugee Board VA
Huhington, De G,

Attentions Hr, Lawrence S. leasser
Denr ¥r. Peblei

fe understand that United Caechoslovak Relief and Aneoriosn
Relief for N » Ino, have written to you with regpoot to the
Speaial labor Re or Programs which we have reguested tham to submit
to the National War Fund,

Ve would very wuch appreciate it if the War Refugee Board
would approve of the programs submitted and oxpadite the license as
reguested by these war relief organisations es followsi -

$150,000 for United Ceschoslovak Relief, and

§200,000 for Amsrican Relief Tor Horwey, Inc.

Si.nmaij' yours,

Siegmud Jorouias .- . o St
Hat'l C.I,0, War Rolief Comnittes - '

Suuniuo Ia?ollotﬁ :

United Hations Relief - AFL



.. ALBERT F. FITZGERALD,

Nahoﬁal ClO War Rejli.ef.-‘-.os»

Comml’r’ree

-FRANK ROSENBLU
R. J. THOMAS, Vlco Pr

1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y, T COIumbus 5 2 77 '

Committee
IRYING ABRAMSON
Chalrman
JOHN BROPHY
Treasurer
TED F. SILVEY E
Secretary - R
HAROLD J. GARNO ® February 29th, 1944,
SAUL MILLS - ’
JOHN PHILLIPS
AUGUST SCHOLLE

LEO PERLIS . - -
National Diractar i.r. Lawrence Lesser,
CHARLES LIYERMORE viar Refuéee Boa Iad
Assistant Director

lisin Treagury Bulldlng, Rm, 164,
“iashington, D. C.

Dear sy, Lesser:

This 1s to Confle our aoov 01ntment at your office on
Yednesday, Larch 8th st 10 &

138 Suzanne La Follettd, of tie Lapor’ League for
human Rights, AFL; lir. Andrew E, Wigeland, Treas-
urer, Torwegian‘ﬁelief Inc.; and iiiss Ruza Steurm,
txecutive Jecretary, United'Czechoslovak Relief, will
te nresent at th:t meeting with me,

Thanx you very auch ror your kind and very effective .
cooperation,

uopwa
3J:jr

Um%m@mgachmmﬂu.....ywzamjmﬁ’

OFFICIAL WAR RELIEF AND WAR GERVICE AGENCY OF THE CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL' ORGANIZATIONB .
"Registration No. D-9, President’s Wor Relwf Control Board
\ Ao 248 . COOPERATING WITH NAT{ONAL WAR FUND AND AMERICAN RED GROSS

L SR




—EABORS WAR RELI EF PRC

LABOR LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. , NATIONAL. C. 1. 0. %

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF - _A:F. L - WAR REIV..VI_EF‘C-OMMI'_I'V'IV‘E_E'

MATTHEW WOLL - PRESIDENT IRVING 'ABRAMSON + CHAIRMAN - -

" ABRAHAM BLUESTEIN + EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR o LEO PERLIS + NATIONAL DIRECTOR ‘

9 EAST 46th ST. + NEW YORK 17, N. Y. - EL. 5-2590 ) 1776 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 19, N.'Y, * CO, 5'23,7? ’,
b February 25th, 1944, -

“r, Lawrence Lesser,

War Refugee Board,

Muxin Treasup§ Building, Rm, 164,
Washington, D. C,

gt

Re: Viar Relief Project’in Czechoslovakia”

i

Dear =y, Lesser:

In resnonse to.an inquiry aocout the possibility of designat-
ing trustees in Swedn' or Switzerland’ for Laborts relief funds
for Szechoslovakia, ir., Dezo Benau, the American representa- ;
tive of tne Czechoslovalk’ Federation of Lavor, has just receive. S
ed a letier of which we enclose copy for your information., :

In comsideration of this information, we would still like to
request permission to send Laborlf funds to London where lp,
Frantisek ilemec’ and kir. Jan Becko', both outstanding leaders
of the Czechoslovak trade union movement and members of the
Czecioslovak Government in exile, will act as trustees for
the Czechoslovak Federation of Labor, as explained in the
formal applicntion submitted by the United Czechoslovak Re-
lief, : : :

As we explained to you in our conversation of February l6th, .
tre Labor funds for Czechoslovakia will be used, insofar as
conditions permit, to continue Ehe relief activities which -
the Czechoslovak Federation of Labor has been carrylng on in
194z and 1943, United Czechoslovak Relief, in the formal-ap-
plication for the $150,000 has submiyted a detailed descrip=
tion of these relier activities, :

Sincerely,yéﬁrs, _ S 7 : *
Slegmynd Jeremial’ - . auzanpe La Follette" o
NatlffCIC War Rélief Comm, Labor League for Human Rights, AFL
J:L:02 4 , S

uopwa ",

e : ' REPLIES SUOULD BE SENT O BOTH COMMITIEES




CZECHOSLOVAK INFORMATICN SERVICE
1790 Broadway, New York, I, Y.
COlumbus 5~1914

February 25, 1944,

in rewly refer to lio, 1®05/44

.r. Dezo Benau,

525 East 80 stredh,
apt. =2 F,

vew “Tori City.

Desr [r, 3enau:

In reply to your recent inquiry we wish to inform
you biwet we huve just been advised by the Czechoslovak Gov-
ermrient in sondon that contributions of American labor org=-
anizations for tihe victims of liazism in Czechoslovakis are
to te remi.ced vhrough rondon, The pest technical facili-
tics for truri.ivbing meterial aid to Czechoslovakisa are in
Lonaon,

Sincerely yours

v
(Signed) Dr, Ernest 3turc,




S"CMORANDUM - , ' Febrvery 23, 1944

I spent an hour yesterday afternoon with ¥Mr. James Brunot, Executive
Uirector of the President's VWar Relief Control Board, during which
time we discussed the possibility of the War Refugee Board securing funds

Trom the Naticnal ¥ar Fund amk the steps that the ¥ar Refugee Board shouldr

take vis-a-vie the #:ir Felief Control Board once the former was prepared
to epprove tie C.1.C. - AF. of L. rescue and relief projects.

As to the first point, Mr. Brunot stated that offhand it seemed to
hin that if the Var Refugee Board shoula need funds for a project, such
funde might be mude ayeilable, at least mechanically, by authorizing
on edaitionsl nppropriation fror the contingency fund to some voluntary
crganizaticen to be used at the Tar Refugee Board's directions or by -
diu &iLPL some voluntary agency's budget so that funds already
appropriated tu it would be ovailable in that manner. Mr, Brunot wa

roble to stote (and not havinrg the applicable execubive orders, charters,
before me I was not able carefully to juestion him on this score)
‘e cirect means were zveilable for putting moneys of
Fund at the dicposal of the War Refugec Board. Mr,

Brunot « toiuver, thist while thev had expected that they would have

= continge furt of twelve anc one-half million dollars for the 9-month
(vic. beginning O 1‘13 l, 1944, ne was afr:id that the contingency

Fu_u would be considerably less than that beczuse (1) pledges to the

icnal Jar Fund in _arbt cmounts were not materializing -- New York
Tity =lone will apparently be four million dollars short, and (2) the
avenues open to the voluntary agencies for the spending of money have
s¢ increased recontly that their requests for appropriations exceed
previcus estimates.

& to the second point, Mr. Brunot stated that when we were ready
uheaC with the C.I.0. - A.F. of L. projects, for which there are
~lrea’y requests for funds 1n the files of the. President's War Relief -
Conurcl Board, all that the Var Refugee Board had to do was to write
te the 7 1oent'° #ar Relief Contrel Board stating that we had
~P£rovea thc projects and that they were consistent with the foreign-
policy of the Government as laid down by the Secretary of State.

At the close of the meeting, Mr. Brunot told de that while
Lkeretofore his Boarc had been dealing with the voluntary agencies on
en iniividual basis it was now, by reason of experience it had gained,
causing to be set up seversl commlttees, each dealing.with specific
phases of relief work and composed of representatives of voluntary

agencies, Mr. Brunot stated that it was expected that these commﬂttees
oulﬂ coordinate the work of the voluntaery agencies and prevent




—r=

uplicaticn and overlappigg. In other words, he said, it was hoped
aat the work of these comnmittees would result in unified programs

or cealirg with particular problems.

d
t

“r. Srunot aleo told me that his Board was comewhat troubled
by possible jurisdictional overlapping between it and the Var Refugee
Buard. For nie oympart, however, he said that he felt that any
ELe

I. overlapping was in the reslm of theory rather than of practice.
Yevertheless, he informed me that his Board had instructed their
coungel tu prejare a staterent of rossible jurisdictional conflicts
end that when the statenrent was ready, he would get in touch with us.
fe closed, however, on thig hopeful note: His Board's counsel was
very busy ot the present time and there was no telling when such a
stutewent woula be aveilable for discussion.

Lawr'nqé’, esser




? ‘ Officlal Tile Copf

MEMORANDUM

ORGANIZED'LABOR'S PROGRAM OF RESCUE AND RELIFF

History=~The A%F. of L., through the Labor'League for Human Rights:
and the C.I.0., through the National'CIC War Relief Committee, jointly
have a call upon the use of (£1,000,000 held by the National'War Fund in
its contingencies account. Although neither group is 2 member of the War
Fund, they have been given this right in consideration of théir substantial - .
~contributions to the Fund. o .

Since last June these labor groups have been attempting to secure the
allocation of a portdon of these funds to the United’Czechoslovak’ Relief
and the Norwegian’Relief, Inc., both of which are members of the National
#ar Fund. This has not yet been accomplished because: (1) The National
War Tund camct milke op elzl -poroariations out of the contingencies
account without the approval of the President's War Relief Control Board
and (2) The President!s War Relief Control Board has not been willing to
-pprove the programs because they do not lend themselves to the striet
accounting and reportorial rejuirements which the Board considers extremely
laportant. These difficulties would now appesr to be out of the way, for
in referring tils matter to the ¥ar Refugee Board under date of February 12,
1244, the President's War Relief Control Bosrd wrotes -

"Clearance by this Board 1s necessary before United m
Czechoslovak Yelief or American Relief for Norway can actually ' :
expend Tunds’ on these projectt and befors the National War Fund
can advance monsy to those organizations for that purpose.

The Board is prepared %5 give such clearance immediately upon
r=ceiyt of notice from the War Refugee Board that the projects
can be carried out under their authorization and, as required
by the Executive Order establishing the President!s Vlar Relief
Control Board, in conformity with foreign policies as determined
by tne Secrstary of State." :

The Proposals--The labor groups have proposed that $150,000 be allocated
to the United Czechoslovak Relief for use in Czechoslovakia, and that ~=: . .0
£200,000 be allocatad to the Norwegian Relief, Inec.” for use in Norway.

Similar proposals for the use of funds in Poland’and France are in the course .
of preparatisn and have been awalting the outcone/ of the proposals alrsady made.

As to both the Czech and Norwegian projects, the proposal- is that the : -
Tunds be remitted to persons in London who will undertake their retransfer. 1 o
In the case of the Czech plan the Londen transferees proposged are Frantisek :
i Nemec), General Secerstary of the Czechoslovak’Union of Railroad Workers, and
i a membsr of the International Transport Horkers! Federation, and Jéﬁ’Becko;
' Chairman of the Czechoslovak! Union of Coal-Mine Workers and a menber of the

o




Intsrnational Coal-Mine Workers' Federation. Both were members ofthe -
Czechoslovak Parliament for over twenty years; and both are now members -
oI the Czech Government-in-Exile, The Norwegian plan envisages that, '
in the first instance, the funds will be sent to Konrad Nordal, President
- tae Worweglan Trodes Unlon Council, who is now in London, and Lars
Zvensen, the Council's Vice-president, who is now in Stockholm.
w -

Tae Norweglan project is barren of any detail. In fact; all that
is said is that it-is felt that Nordal in London and Fvensen in Stockholm
"ill distrivute the aid in Norway in a conscientious and efficient
manner to all needy persons regaviless of labor affiliations.”  The
czech progrum is more complete. It appears, although only by inference,
thazt the Czech project envAszges the use of funds:™

"1, For families of executed and jailed persons in Czechoslovalia.

Z. TFor assistance given to destitute and aged persons in
Czechoslovaldia. ) '

. For rescue of persecuted peovle from Central Europe to neubtral

and allied countries.

4. For persecured people hiding in Czechoslovakia and, so far,
unzble to escape.

5. For Jews living in ghettos in Czechoslovakia.

6. Fer Czechoslovak Jews in ghettos in Poland.

7. For Czechoslovak women and children in France (families of
Czechoslovak soldiers).m” : '

(S}

Prasent Status--On February 16, 1944, the writer met with Miss
Suzame LeFollette’of the AJF. of L. and Siegmund Jeremias' of the C.I.0,
ahout these projects. It was agreed that: (1) within two weeks, both
organizations would lay before the War Refugee Board,.sither directly or
varough the rellef agencies that are to act as their instrumentalities,
tleir joint proposals with respect to relief and regsecue in Czechoslovakia
and Norway, and perhaps in France and Poland as well; (2) such proposals
would outline with clarity the nature of the work to be done, in a manner
similar to the pending Czech program, but not relying on inference; (3) such
proposals would call for remittances to satisfackfry persons in Sweden-and/or.
Switzerland, rather than to persons in Great Britaing and (4) once such pro-
posals were before the War Refugee Board in concrete and acceptable form, we
would see what could be done to expedite and facilitate such action by the
President's War Relief Control Board and the National Whr Fund as might be

necessary to secure the release of the funds required to put the program
into action. .

*The inference is drawn from the statement of the purpdses for~which funds
wers used in 1942, and the patent implication that these were the purposes
for which funds were to be used in 1944.

T




HistoryeeTne A.F. of L., through tue Labor Lewgue for dvaan Bighte -
and the CeldOe, through the Hatlopal CIO War Belief Cozmittes, Jolutly
have » eall upon the use of £1,000,000.h0ld by the Hational Far Pund in
its contingsucies account, Although neither group ie a megber of the Hay
Fund, they have been given this »ight in consideration of their substantial
gontributions to tie Fund, .. -

Since last June thewe labor yronpz have boen atfempting to gocure the
atlopatlen of a sortdon of thegefunde to the United. Czechonlovalk fislief
and the Horwegian Relief, Inc., both of +hich are wsabsrs of the Natlengl
fiap Fund. Thie has not yet been accomplished becauser (1) The Wational
Far fund campot meke specelel spproveistiong out of the eondingoncies
acesunt without he approval of the Vrepident's #ar Reldsf Control Hourd
and (2) The Presidentts War Belief Conirel Board has nol besn 281%ing Yo
approve the prograay becsuse they do not lond themselven {o the striot.
seeounting and reportorisl vequirements shilch the Board esnsidere axtrouely
importent. Thers difficultles weuld now ojapear, to B¢ oat of the wny, fog
in referring this sotter to ithe far Kefuges Board wnder date of Febpusvy 1z,
1944, the vrsglident's War Reilef Control Board wiotey - T

"Clapruce by this Board is necemsary bofore Unitad
Czechoslovii dslief or Anerican Bellef for fiorwsy ean actually
expend funds on these projectr ssd bafore tae Hatlonsl Sar Fund
can advanee noney to those srgusizations for that pavropé,

The Board in prepared to glve such clearance Swwediately upon
recelot of noties from the War Kefugee Buard thab the projacte

" oan ba carried out under their authorization and, az vejulved -
by tre Zzeoutive Order ssteblishing the Presidentts War Nelfef
Uontrol Board, in comforsity with forelyn polivies ap doversined

by the Becretary of State,.?

Zhe_Proponnd e The labor groupe have. proposed. thual. £150,000 be sllscated.” -

to the United Czechoslovak Relisf for uge in Creghoaldvakiss and ghat oo s O
§200,000 be allocated to the Norweglan Rslief, Ina. for uge In Horwaye 0 ’ B

Simllar proposals for the use of funde jn Poland and Franes arve in the cour
“of pregaratisn and have bsen awaitiog the outcoms of. the oFyposals alrendy nELe .

48 to both the Czech and Norsegiun projects, the propoesl is thst the
funds bo resibted to persons in Londen who =ill undertake thelr rebransfer, R
In the cage of the Cgech plan the Lundon tranuferass wropsged are Frantisek S
Hemes, Leneral feorstary of the Csechoslovalk Unlon of Radlroad Workere, ard
A4 asnbor of the Interwebienul Transport dorvkerst Fedewation, and Jan Becko,
Chaimsan of the Ozechoslovak Unlon of Coal-Mine Horkeps and & wsnber of the -

L R - :
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Intorastional Conl-#ins Workers! Foderation.
weechoglovak Raxliusment fop cver twendy yearss.ond bath are now siemberg -
«f the Tseoh Sovermsentein-xile, Toe Horweglan plun envisages that R
in the Iirsy instance, the funds will be sent Lo Kenrad Hardﬁl}'ﬁree{ﬁeht ,
L the Horweglsn Trases Ualon Sowsell, sho is aox in London, and Lava
Eyensen, the Cotneiltls Vicaopresidagi, #ho le now in Stoekbsln,

The lorwegian wojeot fs barpen of any detuil., fn fact, all that
Lo sald do that 4t Ix felt bhat Nordal in Lendon ant fvensen in Stockbiolm
Txill distrisute the aid in Sorwny in a consclentiows apd offlelent
snnel o all needy persons regardlees of labor affiliations,? The .
Leech wogban ie more cempled £t aspears, although only by inferance,
that the Csech .rojmet envisdyos the uge of fundps®

¥le For famliles of ewecuted snd jailed persens in Usechoslovaida.

~e Fur fasipbonce given to destituts and aged nereons in
Tuachonlovaitia, ) '

Je 2o rsscue of psysecubed people from Central Iurppe to geutrsl
antt xllied countvies.,

Ae Yur eveecured people.hiding in Czeohonlovalis and, ac fay,
unable to sscape.

Ze For Jewg living I8 ghetics in Cgachoslovakia,

64 For Czechoslowak Jews {n ghettos in Poland,

7« For Czechoslovak women snd children in France (famtlies of
Crechoslovak soldiers),? :

Lrepsud Statupge-On Februsry 16, 1944, the weiter met sith Bign
Susanms LuFollstte of the AJF. of L. and Slegmund Jeromlas of the €.1.0,
about these wojects, It was sgreed thaty (1) within ¢we waeka, bobh
srgaaisations would Lay before the Rap Refugee Bosrd, either dlregtly or
through the rellef agencies that are to agh oo thelr inmtrusentalitieg,
Lomiy joint propossls wish respsot to relief and rescve in Gzechoslovakin

und Sorasy, sud perkaps in Frauee and Poland as welly (2} such oroporals
wonld oufline #ith clarity the nature of the work o be dong, 1o a sanged
sinilar to the pending Geech program, Wt not relying on Inference; (3) sueh
“repesala would eell for resitbances to zatlsfaotory sopsone in Swoden
Svitzerland, rather than to pergens in Urent Britainy and {4) suce.g .
siosale were bsfore the ¥ar Refugee Hoard in conovets and accoptable Tora, ve
would ese what could be done o exsedite and facilitate ggyh aotiod by the
Tresident's Har Rellef Contrel Soare znd the fntlonsl Warfwd as might be
necessary to secure the roleamss of the funds, required to sub the progrss

into action,

#The inference is dramn irom the gtatenent of the wirposes for ﬁhiﬁh fundg.
ware used in 1942, and the patent inplicetion that these vers the SUPDONSR
for zhich funds were o be used in 1244, .

. .-
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CCt Hessre, Pehls, Luxford, DuBols and Friedman and Hies Hodel
LéLessertals 2/18/44 . ° : o

Buth were mupbers of tﬁd o
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Officiqy Fils Copy

MEMORAUDUN

T h=d a long <ouversabtion tais afternocon with Mr, Brunc’ of the -
Preciamit's Uar Relief Control Board, qoncificzlly, our conversation
dexlt 5i%a the Lending proposzl before the Board, sponsored by the

+ 7o ol Lo oana the CUILD., o dBlocate £1,009,000 of the War Fund's
S Lo certais rs of the Tar Tund, purulc. arly the Norwegian

TUE
organizationQ, For rescue and relief
qndﬂ”qtini it, it is vroposed thot the

SECNYS
Turoys.  fe

© to certain

=Nt s n ~,oncon xith instructions but
- e Telisf Oontrel Board = adopted the policy,

tie Yiar Tund, of imposing
nte. Hr, Bruno stated that
icheme would raznder it

c2oounling
TUCh condioions
Thile the W
Stie Lo ous

naerot g _Lt t
5 .

2vs. The Czechs say,
1o 213 the fomilies in
H”“l Jﬂed or de orted

¢ are in hldlng
he Dsll3ved nir Board would
wpproprlations for srojects anproved by the
2ece st cuch quTJVuL in ligu of zccounts and

- his matter had not yet been

Coat‘Jl 5081G, - tae C.T.0, the A. ¥, of L., t1e
nizatione concerned, ind the ! twte Department. Apparently
: a°va also been communications to Tondon on the subject. In a
resurt letter toe €.T,0. zomplained of all the: rad tape involved, and:
d . the difficuliies they nuve uncuuntqrud with owr uoeedy
O‘V\TOJ echs sponzorsd by non-ragistered organizations. Mr,
soing to send me a :keletan file on the matter, sufficient

Lo advise us of the proposal and the issues raised thersby.

.Tn nassing, Vr. 3runo stated that hlS Board's counsel is preparing

2 letter out73n¢nb,nog<lolp jurisdictional disputes between the War
Sefuge

-2 Joara and the President's War Relief Controlhﬁoard.




THE PRESID.ENT"SVWAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD~
WASHINGTON BUILDING R
WASHINGTON |

JOSEFH E. DAVIES
CHAIRMAN

CHARLES P. TAFT - .

LFREQERICK e K ERREL .

Charles—Warren January 31, 1944 B
MELVIN D. HILDRETH R I

GENERAL COUNSEL . :

HOMER 8. FOX - ™ :

Acting EXECUTIVE SCCRETARY

Dear Mr. O'Flaherﬁg:‘ ’ Ny

In accordance with our discussion Saturday, Jenwary 29,
there is enclosed hérewith a copy of‘g letter dated December 20,
1943 and enclosure thereto-from United Czechoslovak Relief
regarding the proposed 15bor relief prdject for that country.
There is also attached copy of a Jetter deted January 20, 1944
from Norwegitn Reiief, Inc. (the name of which has now been
changed to Americdn Relief for Norway, Inc.), together with
a copy of the enclogure thereto, being a letter dated December 7,
1943 from the Norwegian Ambassador in the United States, relating
to & similar labor relief project for Norway.

Sincerely yours,

\/%
Homer S. Fox
Acting Executive Secretary

Enclosures

¥r. E. W. O'Flaherty, ‘ .
Foreign Funds Contgol, ’ )
Treasury Department, . .
602y Loan Building, 2% e
ashington, D.C.

Crognpf
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, UNITED: CZECHOSLOVAK RELIEF
0 8 WEST 4Oth STREET ~
X ' NEW YORK 18

. December 20, 1943

¥r, Homer Fox, Emecutive Secretary
President's War Relief Committee
Viaghington, D.C. -

Desr Mr. Fox: e

/
In his letter of November 23, 1943 Mr. Flliot J. Jensen, Secretary of
the Budget Committee of the Natichal War Fund, notified ns that his
eomnittee cannot act upon our application for the Special Labor Relief
Project for Czechoslovakia in 1944, which we understand is to be
conasidered over and above our regular 194/ budget. The amount requested
for this project is $150,000 and we enclose herewith a breakdown of the
budget presented to us and approved by both labor committees,

It is our understanding that these allotments would be transmitted in
monthly installments to our organization. Ve in turn would forward
them to Mr. Prentisek Nemec and Mr. Jan Becko in London. Mr, Nemec is
the Cenersl Secretary of the Czechoslovak Unien of Railroad Workers
and Mr, Becko 18 the chairman of the Cgechoslovak Union of the Coal-
Mine Workers. Ur. Nemeoc 15 a member of the International Transport
Workers' Federaticn and Mr, Becko of the International Coal-Mine Workers'
Federation. Both represented for 20 yeers the Czechoslovak Labor _
Hovement in the Prague Parliament., These funds would not go to them in
their present capacity es members of the Czechoslovek Government in
London but as trustees for the Czechoslovek labor movement, chosen
because of their leading position, OUn the basis of todsy's conference
with the representatives of the A.F.L. and the C.1.0., we hereby :
are asking the President's Wer Relief Control Boayd to kindly consider o :
this matter and, if it 1s in accordance with their policy and that of the e e
State Depertment, to refer it to the Budget Committee of the National - I it
Wer Pund for such action as they may seem fit to take, :

Thanking you in sdvance for your kind prompt considsﬁtfion,
" Yours asincerely,

/8/ br, Ruga L. Stuern, ‘ /S/ Wr. Adolf Kac!/or, ’
Fxecutive Secretery : . Treasurer

RWEER | W 8 2)
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: The lederation of Labor of Cgechoslovakia was driven underground” in 1939,
Since the orgenization hes been driven underground it was forced to develop exten-
sive relief activities. The expenses for these relief activities were covered by
funds from unien treasuries which were brought to London before the Nagi ocoupae«
tion. In the year 1943, when the funds were pretty much oxhausted, the Cgecho=
dovak government took over the responsibility and covered the larger part of the -
rellef expenses incurred by the Cmechoslova Federation of Labor, :

_For the year 1942, a breakdown of expenses incurred for these relief sctivi-
ties 1s as follows: - . .
1, For femilies of exeouted and jailed persons in Czechoslovakis.... 850,000,
2, For mssistance given to djaetitute and aged persons in Czecho-
slovekifessscone 20’0000
3, For rescus of persecuted peopls from Central Furope to nautral
and allied countrioBecscssosesce 30’000'
Ls For persecuted people hiding in Cgzechoslovakie and, so far,
’ -unable t0 6808PGssesscsssscssene 15.000.
5 For Jews 11"1“8 in ghe‘b‘bos in caechoﬂlmkiaoo sessessssssesssnsese 55,000-
6. For Csechoslovak Jews in ghettoﬁ in PolonGeesscecesnscrcacsnscsnne: 15.0000
7. For Czechoslovek women and children in France (families of Czecho=
Blovak 01&1@1’3)'..90.0 sseseesee
TOTALO IR N EREN ) $205’000

Steady changes in the political situation make an exagt estimate for 1944
impossible. Increasing persecution makes inereaging activitied ngesssary. At the
same time, maintaining the necessary contaots with the persecutsd becomes increasingly
difficult. The rellef expenses in 1943 will run to approximately 250,000, This
large increase in 1943 expenditures over 1942 4= due to the needs for relief for the
families of workers mobilized into Cerman slave labor battalions, It 4s estimanted
that the smount needed for 1944 will again be somewhere between $350,000 and §400,000,

Similer requests for funds are being made to other lebor organigations through~. .

out the worlde Meanwhile the Czechoslovak government hss promised to help cut in
any energency. - o . -

The administration of relief money has been the reapons:?lity of Mesars. Becko
and Nemel sinece 1939, Mr. Hecko, former president of the CzedHoslovak HMine
Workers Federation, is Minister for Sociel Welfere in the Czechoslovak government, -
end Mr, Nemec, former president of the Cmechoslovak Railway Brotherhood, is ¥inis=-
ter for Reconstruction in the Czechoslovak government, We therefore, request that
funds for the relief activities of the Czechoslovak Federation of Labor from Ameri-
can labor be treansmitted to Messrs. Beck arﬁg, through Dr, Jan Papanek,
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mdiﬁlgvnk overnment in New York City. Receipt
of monay will always be acknowledged by these two cmbinet members, and they will
report periodically on disbursements. . .oy D s .
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NORWEGIAN RELIEF, INC.
135 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINQIS

January 20, 1944

L3

v
Mr. Charles P, Taft, Acting Chairman
The President's War Relief Control Board
1044 Washington Bullding :
Washington 5, D.C. e

Re: Funds for Labor's War Relief Committees
Dear Mr. Taft:

By a special vote taken by mail on December 21, 1943
the Board of Directors of American Relief for Norway, Inec. approved
a proposal to make special applieation to the President's War
Relief Control Board and to National War Fund, Inc. for $200,000
to be expended in consultation with Labor's War Relief Committees.
We now and hereby submit this proposal to you for your approval:

We request that $200,000 be allocated to us by the
Hationsl War Fund from the contingent fund of $1,000,000 which
we understand has been earmarked for Labor projects in occupied
countries. It is understood that the allocation to us of this sum
will in no way interfere with or reduce the amount allocated to
American Relief for Norway, Ine. for our regulsr budgefed purposes
and, in particular, will not come out of the $200,000 set aside
for American Relief for Norway, Inc. as stated in the letter of
Mr. Elliot J. Jenmsen, Seeretary, to Mr. Ingvoldstad, our executive
secretary, dated July 26, 1943.

It is understood that the transfer 6f this sum and of
the materials and supplies purchased with these funds will not -
interfere with or reduce the licenses for the transfer of money and :

goods which have besn or mey be issued to American 5f}ief for Norway, .

Ine. in connection with its regular activities.

4
We feel convinced/that the twe officisls of the Norr
‘wegian Trades Union Council (Den faglige Landsorganisasjon), Konfgd
Nordal in London, its president, and Lars Evensen in Stockholm, ’
its vice-president, will distribute the ald in Norwsy in a con- _
scientious and effjgdeptpuapneyiftcBald needy persons regardless of -

L EVENBA S
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lebor affiliations,

The entire planrhes the endorsement of the Norwegian
Government-in-exile, ae evidenced by the enclosed copy of a lotter
dated December 7, 1943 from the Norweglan Ambassador in :
¥ashington, D.C.

¥e shall be glad to endeavor to submit such further

{nformation and evidence as you may require to support this epplica-
tion. W¥e understand, however, that Labor's War Relief Committees
are in close contact with the President's War Relief Control Board

on thie whole subject.
Yours very truly,

v
/S/ A. B, VWigeland
Assistant Tressurer

putes w2 3D
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NORWEGIAN EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D. C, December 7, 1943

s
Rev. Orlando Ingvoldstad,
Norweglan Relief, Inc.,
135 South La Salle Street,
Chicago 3, Tll.

Dear Dr. Ingvoldstad,

I want to acknowledge, with my best thanks, receipt
of your letter of the 3rd instant regerding the meeting
which American Relief for Nerway Inc. hes had with re-
presentatives of American and Norwegian labor represent-
atives in New York City on November 17th.

As I look upon this matter it would be advisable that
the American Relief for Norway Inc. and representatives
of the labor organizations endeavor to arrange the
transfer of money involved direetly with the American
authorities. I do not think it would be judicious for
the Norwegian Government or its official representation
in the United States to take an active part. That the
suggestion to extend relief as proposed has the entire
sympathy of my Government and of this Embassy, is already
& matter of record. For the event that you have not al-
ready seen my letter to Mr. Heekon Lie deted July 13th, I
enclose herewith a copy. The gratitude expressed by Mr.
Olav Hindahl, Minister of Public Works in the Norweglan
Government, p.t. London, is undoubtedly shared by us all,

On this basie I would suggest that you proceed in this

matter in collaboration with the said labor representatives.

I wish you all possible suceess in this 1mportant)hhder-

taking and remain,
Sincerely yours,

#. HORGENSTIERNE
AmbassadorAfpr Norway

W Lep Wiway -
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