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FOR: 

SEE: 

,,,. 

Amendment to this License 

Extension of this Licen!lle 

Renewal of this License . 

Correspond~nce concerning this application 

Other (Specify)~ 

.!. 
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i E A S T 'I.mt h S T R E E T • N E W Y 0 R K 
10 East 40th Street, New York 16, New York 

Suzanne LaFollette 
D!_rector, War Relief Program and 

Communlty Activiti~s 

.I 
Mr, John W, Pehle, Executive Director 
'Nar Refugee Board 
illain Treasury Bldg, 
Washington, D, C, 

October 31, 1944 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodell 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

Confirming my oral statement1 yesterday to Miss Hodell, this 
is to inform you that the Queen Wilhelmina Fund has just sent 
tq Switzerland for the use of the Labor trustees the sum of 
$50,000. 

j 

"Ne have just received word from kerican ltelief f9l" Czechoslovakia / 
that their first remittance of $50,000 for the budget year 1944- .J 
1945 has been sent to London. 

We shall be grateful if you will inform us whether or not a/ 

. " . 
license in the amount of $150,000 has been issued to the Polish 
War Relief for our 1944-1945 Labor project. A letter from that 
Society dated October ll informed us that license had b.een applied : :·. ·11·:,i.

1
._ 

for and that we would be notified as soon as i~ was granted, 
Since then, we have had no further word from Polish War Relief. 

slf :mbl 
23076 

Sincerely yours, . . · ----SJ~J:J·~ 
J ( . Suzann Le.Follette 

•1 "-~·L ), J.Zi....:.:.._ 
'jc..e~ (j_) .. 

· ... _.., .. ··;'-·_ - .. ·'.! .· 
f ;.• <. 

.. ,. . . :' .... ·. _'. .... : .. •.· .• _:~ . 
....... ,,' ~ . •• .. .f-, •• 
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ecr11 • 

Dear Mr. Jeremiass 

Reference is made to your letter of Ootober 13, 1944
1 

concerning your projeoy-ror the reeoue and rel.let of viotiu 
of enemy oppression. 

I am pleased to adviae you that the War Refugee Board 
will be glad to support and facilitate in any way the issuance 
of the necessary licanaea to pel'lll1t the continuation ot these 
activities for the rescue and relief of persona in enemy­
oocupiad territory. It is the via of the War Retugee Board 
that the continuation of these projects is consistent with the 
policy of thi1 Government to save as many victims as possible 
from enemy oppression. 

Very truly youre, 

tatftsaJ 8 
. . ". ,,..,., . 

Mr. Siegmund Jeremias, Director 1 
Foreign Relief & International 
Relations, 

J. w. Pehle 
Bxeoutive DI.rector 

Rational CIO War Relief Committee, 
1776 Broadway, 
New York 19, N. t. 

FH:hd 10/21/44 

J 

.. 
... ~·.:· -· .. ~ 



PHILIP MURRAY, Special Advisor • IaviNG .ABRAMSON; c~al~ma~ > 
JOHN BROPHY, Treasurer • TED F. SILVEY; Secretary ~ HAROLD J, GAIU'fO 
SAUL MILLS JO.HN PHILLIPS AUGUST ·scHoL~E; 

LEO. PERLIS, Nat.lonal Director .. i,foc}7 ~.: . 
I , .. · . 

October 13th, 1944. 

Mr. Lawrence Lesser 
War Refugee Boar~ 
Main Treasury Building, Rm. 164, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Lawry; 

Tnis is a f'ollow-up 01 the discussion I had with you and 
Miss Hodel relative to the possibility of continuing our 
relief project behind Axis line,s when Germany is defeat­ed. 

You agreed that this type or relief for workers of various 
nationalities who al;'e now prisoners 9r slave laborer13 in 
Germany would be excellent. The trustees 01· the various 
European trade union movements would ·continue to adminia-· 
ter this type 01 relief as they have in ·the. past. 

/ On October 23rd, we will negotiate wit.Q' the.National War 
:t)lnd concerning the continuation 01 these projects. Some 
~WF people question the propriety of·continuing. our special 
labor projects if the greatest portion of such allocations 
are to be spent in Germany itself. They prefer to elint• 
inate this type of relief immediately at·:ter the major Part 
of a country has been liberated. "' · · 

,I . .. ·. • .. As you know the President• s War· Relief Control Board takes 
the same attitude as your Board with respect to the con-· · 
tJnua ti on of the project and it therefore \.0'ndorsed the 
ijp!:l5 1 000 which we requested a1·ter Belgium had been li bera­
ted but which has not yet been approved by the National ·War Funa.. · 

AT:LEAST·ONE HOUR'S PAY-EACH MON'fH_. 
COOPERA,TING WITH .NATIONAL WAR f~~D AND AMERiCAN.RED CROSS. • . 

REGISTRATION NO. D-9, PRESIDENT'S WAR ·RELIEF CONTROL BOARD · • 
. .- - . . . . . . . - . - ~ . ·- ~~ -._;-.. .). . 

·. 

.. ··· 
:' ;- . 



Mr. Lawrence Lesser -2-

I hope it will be possible for you to state the opiniori 
of your Board in a letter addressed to me because· I. am·· 
convinced that the National War Fund will make no fi.fr~ 
ther difficulties towards our projects if the War Refu~ 
gee Board as the appropriate agency of the U. s. Govern­
ment indicated that such p~licy will be consistent with 
the policy of the U. S. Government. 

yours, 

uopwa 
SJ :Jr 

I 
Fore 

Director, 
International Relations 

J 

' .. ~ ·. : .. ~ . 
!• • 

' i. ~~~ -··. 

·~f 

-_.., ..... :.-..-:-.~..:1 I'.• 
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/ f /;;. · t &-u~ hv ~-~~ >~ \._-•-_yy;n--. . t - ~ ~~ /V'/.--0 
(J_,ru( ~ y, ~; .?:ft«~' 

September 29th, 1944. foL--~. .. ~-{:'{\~--

Mr. John Pehle, Executive Director, 
War Refugee Bo~~ 
Main Treasury J:Mdg., Rm. 164, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Att: Mr. Lawrence Leaser 
Dear Mr. Pehle: 

We were wondering if it would be pops1ble for us to get a few of the refugees at the a~elter at Oswego, N. Y. to address some meetings we are calling upstate New York in conjunction with the National War Fund drive. 

You will undoubtadly realize that their stories of the plight of the people in other countries will be very effective hel~ in our present fund raising ac­tivities for the National War Fund and all its mem­ber agencies. 
) 

The War Relocation Authority has fnrormed ue that on-· ly your Board could grant such permission. We realize that this is an extraordinary request but we are sure that you will give it friendly conside_ration. 

uopwa 
SJ:Jr 

S1n71 
Siegmund. 

Foreign Re 
la 

eremias,1frector, 
ef & International Re-

;(It Lead~- d/<UVtJ, P"'I Caalt. 'A1<Udh. _ 
OFFICIAL WAR RELIEF A°NO WAR SERVICE AGENCY OF- THE CONGRESS OP INDUSTRIAL; ORGANl~ATIONS-• Re{/lstratWn No._D-9, Pr1sid1nt'1 War Relief.Control-Bo/ird -

COOPE
0

RATING WITH NATIONAL WAR FUND AND AMERICA!'f_ RED.CRO.SS 

~ •.• • •• ~·.:· --~ 4 • • •• ~ 
;, . .-
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N E W Y 0 R K ::pQt, 

~u::26, S~zanne LaFollette 
Director. War Relief Program and 

Comi:nunity Activities 

Mr. J.W. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Main Treasury Bldg., Room #164 
Washington, D.C. 

1944 

Attention: Mr, Lawi'ence Lesser 

Dear Mr, Pehle: 

Thank you for your ·letter of June 21st informing us 
of approval by the War Refugee Board of the Labor- · 
sponsored project for France to be administered by the 
CGT. Mr. Elliott Lee, Vice-Preddent of the French Relief 
Fund informs us that he has received· the Treasury License. 
You will probably be receiving notioe of approv'al by the 
French Committee of National Liberation within the next ten 
days. May I request that when you receive this message 
you will so infonn Mr. Brunot of the President's War Relief 
Control Board? . 

~e::;·~J'~ -
SL:EB 
AFOE-23076 

SUZA~- LAFOLLETTE - . 

J 

.. \- - .•. ~-.:· .-.,_1 



40th 
s T R E E T • N E w y 0 .R K H I N • 

Suzanne LaFollette 
Director, War Relief Program an_d 

Community Activities 

Mr. Lawrenoe Lesser 
War Refugee Board 
Washington. D.S~ 

Dear Mr. Lesser: 

June 12. 1944 

By this time Mr. Pehle has undoubtedly reoeived from 
the Frenoh Relief Fund, ·Ino. a request for approval and 
lioense of a speoie.l Labor-sponsored relief projeot for 
Franoe in the sum of $150,000. He will sh<rtly reoeive from 
Mr. Jeremias and myself a joint letter endorsing this request. 
This fund is to be administered by the Conf~d6ration 
Gl!n~rale du Travail. We are ta.king the necessary steps to 
secure approval of the project by the Committee of National 
Liberation. 

A supplementary request for $501 000 to be distributed 
through other channels will be submitted later. 

With regard to the Dutch and Luxembourg projects I am 
informed that the request for approval of the Luxembourg 
fund went to Mr. Pehle on Friday. On that day !_telephoned 
Mr. Scales of The Queen Wilhelmina Fund to aak:why the re- · 
quest for approval or our Dutch project had not gone to the 
War Refugee Board. I discovered that the tree.surer had held 
it up beoause he had been told by the National War Fund that 
a Treasury lioense was necessary for the project and did not 
realize that it was precisely tor the Treasury license th8.t .­
he had been asked to apply. On Saturday morning h~ tele­
phoned me and I explained the procedure: whereupon he assured 
me that he would send in the application Wiihout dele:y. 
It should therefore be in Mr. Pehle's office by the time this 
letter reaches you. 

We shall shortly submit letters expreseing approval of 
the projects for Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg by the 
Governments of those countries~ 

.. ··· - . '." : .... -.. -:·.:·, .. .,-},, 

l 
i 
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I· 
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Mr. Lawrenoe Lesser 
War Refugee Board 

-2-

June 12. 1944 

I think it is hardly neoessary to ask you to let us know when the 
licenses have been issued/for you have never yet had to be.asked for a 
favor by either of our organizations. I cannot tell you how deeply we 
appreciate your interest in our projects and your constant and thought­
ful cooperation. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

SL:EB 
AFOE-23076 

Sincerely yours, 

J 

.. -~ ~ ,- .... - . 



LEO PERLIS, NAT.lONAL DlHECTOR . 
NJ\'l' IONAL o.to WAR R~~LlEJ' OOMMlTTJEE 
1776 BROADtfAY . "' 
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK 

ll ELET MAY F lF'l'EEN. AM 60RRY l AM UNABLE 'l'O A0\1EP'i'· YOU.R 
K.IND WVITAT lON TO MEET WITH IOU AT HUDSON SHORE• mt, 
L~;SSER WlLL REfRESENT M.E i!f' THE MEETING. Wl1'11 R.!£XtA!U>l;l. 

(IaH1ale4) J. W. P. 

J. w. PEHLE 
EXECUTIVE DIREoioa 
WAR REFUGEE SOARD 

J 

._--_:"· . 

. ' .... -.. 
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iauy 15th, 1944. 

901umbus 5.2312·:: 

De· lo.~··. l'c!-.lc: 

-. L' c.f t. c: "·~tice.:o' CIG ·;;::.r .-\eli(;f Go.1;;1ittee I r1ant 
:·:·;; f":;~· u._.c Coo:'>Cl' tiO~l :J"OUl' :'O~"~~d has extended .p' 
O· taJ,r. t L; Y:Jt;CC:::~::.~·:· licenses for our special la-

'· - J •.. ~ "~ ~ -~L·~ ;',;~"·; ~;J :· ~~ ~~ ~~ ;_~~: ~~~~~~~~ l: e~~~u~·f ~ s~i~~~ 
·-~-'- C'~---.-c ~~--~:.:;e ·::i:ic;h ~rG:J.:,c "--~· ...... a·;;~·e:·ce Lc:sser bas 

.L ,· ~'J c::·:1ed.its- 0~-__e: ~)::..1 ojects • 

~0-. 

=-= l~;~ O', v 3 ~~-~ 'c ~ .• ~~ ~~~~~,~: :1:~i~L~~ ,_ig~1·:_1; '~O~<- ~~~; 
·:::i _i__ ----L-t 2.L ~:}.2'(--":_•c:1ce -~~ --uG.son s:~o~·~:, 1 .• Y. 

~~c ~c June 3rd. l w~uld like to cordirlly in­
_-j.~~-- ··::u _,_, :-;;-:1.drc::=: ~:_1_2 cor~ferGLce on ~,ionday, luny G9th 

-. .. ., _, •. ; l•~ . 

l -,-,-., ~:-::..~ ... ..-··:ill .._. ~lJ.::;~iLle ~or :rcu t:.nd ii.Lr. Lesser 
G0 c.GterC.. 

If' :;:c'-1. -.· 1 L. 
~- ll 

it· .. o:.i.ll::i~ 
·: ~.,,r:c~ t- ~~·st-~-~-') 

. c.: )Clic:..c•f: 

J~ :reat interest 
t~c ctjectives of 
•:.·t ich ,::~Ln.'tl.e them • 

·Go our entire 
the if{~:- r Refu-

__ :ndly r.1ire ~conr ctccept::ince, we v1ill be glad 
u;cesc 2·:;- <::r:.:·c:nge:-;ents i,ei.:;erdiri,., transoorta-
~_1cco~~1od~ttions at i-~udson sr-_c1~. -0 ... 

Sincei•oly yours :J 
~~~s/ 

i'J.'J.~~ic;Jal D1rect011 

(}nJL tHD~ PaJJ.- b!dt- . mJJtdJ_L . .· ·. . ~- •. 9ioR- (filtt. JD).. .(JJL I ' 
OFFICIAc' WAR RELIEF AND WAR SERVICE AGENCY OF THE CQNGRESB OF" INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS • , 

;',. 

........ • ~··:· •• .,. -j - • • . [ . ." -.- .. ·'~.-,._ 
· Reiistration No. D-9,-P,,sidlnt'' War Relief Control Board 

• coqpe:RATING WITH NATIONAL WAR FUND ANO AM.ERfCAN REO-CROB,!3. . .\. . - •: 

:.· ~i!. ~ .=~--..... ,:.;·f,·,::~-~. ~i~ ': ~· 
; • --~. f' ..... l_;-. 11 • -,;·. :·<:_ . 

. -. ,--,,· ;·~ ... -. ~~~;~~ 
".: .·. 



NATIOt~AL 
INCORPORATED •••11•11•4& CEDAR STREET, NEW vciilK1,11 •. v.·.·11owu1110 il11E1;1ui'iaao 

*ff 
WINTHROP W. ALDRICH, President JEAN B. ADOUE, JR., Texas, ROBERT M. HANES, No1lh Caralina1 ·FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS, Nebraska, WALTER ROTHS.CHILD,.New 

York; EDWARD l. RYERSON, Illinois; ROBERT G. SPROUL, California1 HENRY M. WRISTON, Rhode Island, Vice·Pre1ldent1 • RALPH HAYES, Se·cretory 

GORDON S. RENTSCHLER, Treasurer • GERA~D SWOPE, Chairman Budget Committ~e • PRESCOTT S. BUSH, National .Campaign C_halrman 

HARRY P. WAREHAM, ROBERT O. LOOSLEY, Execufive Vice-Pre1idenf1 

"' May 17, 1944 

_/ 

Mr. J.W. Pehle, Executive Director 
Executive Gffice of the President 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear ',Ir. Pehle: 

Many thanks for your prompt response to my request for a 

letter confirl1ing the War Refugee Boe.rd 1 s approval of the pro-

jects for relief in No1~:my and Czechoslovakia. The National 

War Fund has now approved the two projects and will make partial 

payments to the two agencies in the very near future. 

EJJ 
ef 

Yours very truly, 

J 

S.ecretary 
_..-

Member AgenCies ol the National War .Fund: 
US 0 • United Seamen's Service. • War Prisoners Aid The Belgian War Relief Socieiy •~.The British War Relief SOciety • Fr~nch Relief Fund G~eek __ W:a~:Reli_~f · 
Association • Friends of Luxembourg • Norwegian Relief .• Polhh War Relief • The Quee.n •Wil.~elmi~ci Fund • 'Russian _War Relief • ~nlted Chin~ Reli~' • U~~teCfi-

Gzechoslovak -~elief • The United- Yugoslav Relief fund • Refugee Relief. ~rustees • Uriiled Sta,es Committee for the <;are _of ~uropeap C~ildren -

.• . .•'· \< ·:·'.· .... < .;~ ·.~~~4 
';• ~ .··. 

,, 

·' 
··~ -~ 

,.. ..... 
' A 

• ... • "'!; :'· ~.! ••• 
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.· ..... ~·· - -:;:;.....~-::::-~".'·- - .: 

•• • •• 1· -~ • ;. - -



Committee 
IRVING ABRAMSON 

Chairman 

JOHN BROPHY 
Tre<uurer 

TED F. SILVEY 
Secrotary 

HAROLD J. GARNO 
SAUL MILLS 
JOHN PHILLIPS 
AUGUST SCHOLLE 

LEO PERLIS 
National Director 

CHARLES LIVERMORE 
Assistorrl Director 

~240 

-_---r.-
•• • 1 

. - . - . -· . . . 

National'CIOWa.r Relief· 
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.. ""~.~:~A~~..;:-:~;% ' t j 
JAMES_ a.·-.<:;:AREY,;$ac.·Tref!JIO :· , .. __ "i 

-~~~~-P.~At"Rv~uP~~-~ic~P~:.~~·~ :'. -~::~~' ~~: - -· . -~ ;j' 

. : ~~~E~T;;~el~11fi~ri.~~j_ ~0: ~~~ ' : : -j 

..i~~:b\~~~
0

~:hV:t~~.,,. ·ti 
'FRANK. ROSENBLUM,. Vlce·Pra1;'. ······-···· I 
R. J, THO),IAS; .Ylc. Pm.<:• ' · . . l 

..C01uinbuf5,2372' I 1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 

r/ 
fl _,... 

;,;ay 16th, 1944, 

-- . L~~rence Lesser, Asst. LJ1r., 
.,!·-. r ... ~cfu~0e Dos::--d, 
~._':lli ]pc·~s 1.tr;7---.L).Ld6., J. ..• l6L.1:, 
·" sinTIGton,.JD. C • 

..:>ince r:c t:.c1L:ed l3s.t, ,,,r. i:'c1ilip 1.~uri1 ay, President of 
t_e Con;;yess of lndustrial OrcGnizations, has public-
1:,' endo11 s ed the Free' Ports proposul. I think that 
:·.i: 111 :ua:·:e t,-,e letter '.;e conter.ic)lated unnecessary. 

Yo 1.1- 2 '· · in ti·_is c·,s e t~~,c labor people have resoonded 
r::1y c;nd have lived ·.ip to the humanitarian tra­
c1 :~eir Llove~ent. 

vcr:,~ 

C:ition 

ii.:: :.'OU LJ_ndouttedly ;,:now, <:;he National ',"/<ir Fund has 
finc.lly rel0a3e;d :;l:c ·,r200,COO for Norr.•ay and the $150,000 
l·or :_;,,.')ci~cslov::iln3, Could ;,rou ple":\se inform us as quic!.:­
ly ss )Ossible ii' you could solve the ".)roblem of trans­
;1ittc.1l +;o :·orriay? '.:c ·;,ould like to send the f'irst :;p50,000 
ss _--c-_1-.ll:ed • 

.Since ~' .. :oney !'or Czechoslovalnl' ;·:ill oe t1°ansmitted 
to London, ~he~e is naturally no difficulty. 

'11han:: you ve1°y :·oclch 1'or your n;).'Ce note of yesterday, 

-.. i til kind 

uopwa 
SJ: jr 

mias', Director 
ef & Intl, Relations 

OFFICIAL WAR RELIEF ;r:,;;;;:,,,s;,:~1~~9.A;~:'t:e:,~ w:, ~~i:;~:,~:i ~o~~;T~IAL ~RGANIZATIONS 
COOP:ERATING WITH NATIONAL 11!}.R FUN"o_ AND AMERICAN RED CROSS 

"c!'. 



/ 

,· . 

. \ "• 

-~~ Mr. Jere.odas1 

I want you to know ~ow deep~ Mr. ~ and I appreciate 

your great helpfulnese in Philadelphia laet'wee&. We feel,. 

confident that through your aid the sroundwork baa beena!lel 

for a good measure of progress in the Board•e we~k. 

Lawrence $. Lesser 
Asabtant Executt•e l>1J"eotor 

"1;-: 

' .lb/ Siegmund Jerelliaa _ 
National. C:IO War Relief Collllld.t.tee 
1776 Broad•ay 
New York 191 If. I. 

LSLesser:als 5/15/44 
,'•,. 

.. '· .....•. . . . 
=1.····, .···:·."'""'-
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Asu 

··MAY121944 

"' Attention& Elliot J. Jensen 
GenGlement 

Thia will acknowledge 1·eceipt of your letter of May 9, 1944. 
r 

The projects for relief in Norw8¥ and Czechoslovakia, 
referred to in llzy' letter of March 9, 1944 to Mr. Charles P. 
·ratt of the President 1 s r7ar Relief Control Board, have our 
n;iproval, are in accord wi:th the polit.'Y of thh Government 
as announced by the President in Executive Order 9417, alld 
in con£ormity with foreign policies determined by the 
Secretary of State, as evidenced by the approval by the 
Department of State of similar projects. Since March 9, 
1944, the Treasury Department has issued the necessary licenaea 
under the Trading with the ene~ Act and Executive Order 8)89, 
as amended, to effect the remitta~ces involved~ 

National War Fund, Inc., 
46 Cedar Street, 
New York 5, New York. 

f S.~-
1s1easer:a1s. 5/12/44 

Cz:echoslovak Keuer .. •. n~ uu....... . .. ~----. 

Very truly youra, 

(lillled)JelePlble 

J. 'Ii. Pehle 
Executive Dil:'ector 

J 

. ·_:..-·-

,, 
1 

, . 
·,~ ... ~...:·~ '. 
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May 91 1944 

Mr. John w. Pehle, Acting Director 
War Refugee Board _;-· 
Room 288, Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear iilr. Pehle: 

The Budget Committee of the National War Fund approved the pro­
jects for relief in Norway, and Czechoslovakia which the War Refugee 
Board approved in your letter of March 9, 1944 to Mr. Charles P. Taft, 
of the President •"s War Relief Control Board, subject to one or two 
qualifications. 

One of those qualifications is that our files have a letter from 
you, similar to the one you addressed to Mr. Taft, indicating that the 
War Refugee Board has approved these proposals and that they are in 
accord with the foreign policies determined by the Secretary of State. 

This is really a pro forma matter, but since the Budget Committee's 
action was taken subject to this qualification and since the Labo~ organ-. 
izations in particular are anxious to get these projects moving, I hope 
it will be possible for you to send such a letter promptly. 

EJJ 
ef 

Yours very ~ruly, 

Member Agencies of the National. War Fvnd: · ~ 

~- -; 

'· 

'' ' 

-~-. .;--: _--. 

USO• United Seamen's Service• War•Prisoners Aid Th~ Belgian War Relief.-SocietY ~ ·T~e Briti~h W'ar R~H;f _S~ciety • FreJ1cll Re_li_ef'Fund _G~eek W~~-R~fi~f 
Association • Friends of Luxembourg • Norwegian Relief • Polish War Relief • The Queen Wilhelrnint:a FUnd • Russian War_ Relief • •Uni~ed·China 'R_elief -~--U~ited·-~ -~ 

C~e.choslovak Relief· • The •United Yugoslav Relief F~nd. • Refugee Relief Trustees •. , Un!ted S.t?°l~.s, ~o~miitee' ~or_i~o C<>,r• .. qf,E.~~?hiin/hildie~ ,· .'<- .~:, ') :.··c'""' 
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THE PRESIDENT'S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD 
W.R. 8, ___ : 
Filing liuthorlty 
To: Files 

388 

WASHINGTON BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 5 11118. -·---····-·······-··········-··--·--'--""'° 
JOSEPH E. DAVIES 

CHAIRMAN 

CHARLES P. TAFT 
-PRE:eeFt1ett:-Pr KB~ 

Cha1les Warren 
MELVIN D. HILDRETH 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

James Brunot 
Fxecutive Director 

!Jear ll:r. Pehle: 

March 15, 1944 

No. Ans. Req. -··-···-· .. ·---­
Initial-·---·-·------Date: _______ _ 

iie have today received your letter of' March 9 advising us 
of the :a, hefugee Board's approval of the proposals referred 
to your office with lllI'. Taft 1s'letter of February 12. 

We are enclosing herewith copies of our letters to the 
Eationar 'liar Fund, the National' CIO 'iiar 1<.elief Committee, 
United' Nations :telief, L:C.L., United'Czechoslovak Relief, and 
American B.elief for Norway, Inc,, advising them of our approval 
of these projects involving expenditures of $150,000 through 
United Czechoslovak Helief and $200,000 through American Relief 
for ll'orway, Inc. 

Vie are gratified for your assistance in clearing these 
projects and we share your hope that they may go forward as 
soon as possible, 

The Honorable 

James Brunot' 
Executive Director 

John W, Pehle, Acting Executive Director, 
Ifar Refugee Board, 

Room 288, Treasury Department,· 
Washington, D.C, . 

Enclosures 

J 

•• ·.·.'!-. 

' --- -t --
;-·:"' 



llaroh 15, 1944 

Dear Mr. Wigeland1 

I am glad to inform you that we have todq :received 
notice trom the War Retugee Boal'd ot their approval of 
the proposed project apon11ored bf Labor's War Relief 
Committees tor expenditure of $200,000 for relief purJ>089• 
within Ronq. 

Accordingq I a11 happ,y to inform you of clearance of 
this project b7 the President•• War Relie:f Co~trol Board. 
We 111"8 so not1t)1ng tha National War Flmd and the Labor 
Colllllittees. · 

We underetand that the War Refugee BQard has made 
arrangements for !eauance of the proper tn.uury licensee 
and we hope that the projec_t can go forward prqmptq. 

Sinoereq 70'111'81 

Jamee Brunot 
Executin Director 

Mr. Andrew E. Wigeland, Assistant TreHurer, 
Alllerican Relief tor Norway, Inc., 

135 Sou'llh Le Salle Street, 
Chicago 3, Illinoia. · . 

. JTBsEC 

J 

· . 

.. 
·.·."\.. • •• ~ ~. . " • ~·.:·. ~ 1: 4 
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March i5, 1944 

Dear Mr. Kaceri 

In further referen~ to the &150,000 project sub­
mitted with your letter of December 20, and subsequently 
referred to the War Retugee Board as indicated in rq 
letter to you of 1!8bruary 12, I e.m glad to inform you 
that we have been advised of approval b7 the War Retugee 
Board. · 

I am happy to advise you therefore_ of clearance of 
the project bf the President's Wu Relief Control Board. 
Yle are also aclYiaing the National War Fund and the LilbOJ" 
Co~ittees of ~is clearance. 

We tinderstand that the War Refugee Board has arranged 
the necessary licenses and we hope that the projects msy 
go forward as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

James Brunot 
Executive Director 

J 

Mr. Adolf Kaeer, Treasurer, 
United esechoslovak Relief, 

Eight West Fbrtieth Street,· 
Ne• York 16, Nell York.·, 

·. 
.. 

. . . 
.. ... ·.:-:i:. . ··· ~ ...... . -!; .. -.,. i -._. . . 
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March 15, 1944 

r 

Dear Mr. Jeremias; 

I am glad to report that we have just receiYed .froll 
the War Refugee Board notice of their approval of the 
special relief projects submitted through American Relief 
for Norway, Inc.1 and United.Czechoslovak Relief, involving 
expenditures of ,200,000 and 3150,000 respective]Jr tor 
relief behind Axis lines. 

We have notified the two agencies and the National 
War Fund of approval of these projects ht the President's 
War Relief Control Board and of our hope that they can go 
forward as soon as possible. 

Mr. 

Sincere:ij; yours, 

James Brunot · 
Executive Direc~or 

J 

Siegmund Jeremias, 
Div. of Foreign Relie£ and Inter.1,1ational Relations, 

National CIO War Relief Committee, · 
1776 Broadway, 

New ~lork 19, New York ••. 

'-.'-.\-. 

.. 

:, .. • -...... •:· .. ·.,. i 
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March 1?, 19~ 

Dear Mr. Bluestein& 

I am glad to report that we have just received i'rom 
the War Re.t'ugee Board notice of their approYal of the 
special relief projects submitted through American Relief 
for Norway, Ino.1 and United Czechoslovak Relief, involving 
expenditures of ~200,000 and $150,0oO respectively tor 
relief behind Axis lines. 

·'> We have notified the two ~noies and the National 
War FUnd of approval of these projects by the ~siden\'• 
War Relief Control Board and of our hope that tlley Mil go 
forward aa soon as possible. 

James Brunot 
Executive Director 

J 

Mr. Abraham ·Bluestein, Execu~_ive Director, 
Labor. League for lluman Rights, United Nation$ Relief, 

. NinJ East .46th Street, . 
New York 1711 New York~ · 

.. 

· .. :.,~ .. 



lfaroh 15 I 1944 

Dear Elliott 

I run enclosing copies of letters to American Relief' 
for Norway, Inc. and United Czech9slovalc Relief advising 
them of approval of the special ~jects submitted by 
them under 'the sponsorship of Lab~r's War Relief Committees. 
I am also enclosing a copy of Jlh.:. Pehle•s letter to Mr. Tatt, 
the third paragraph of which ~1 be of special intereat to 
you. ,~ 

As indicated in Mr. Taft's letter of Februeey 12 to 
Mr. Pehle, a copy of which is also enclosed, this Board 
had already approved these projects subject to the 
clearances provided by Mr. Peble 1s letter. We hope that 
the projects can go forward promptly. 

Sincerely yours, 

James Brun0t 
Executive Director 

Mr. Elliot J. Jensen, Secretal",F-. 
Budget Committee, 

National War Fund, 
46 Cedar Street, 

New York 5, New. York. 

JTB:EC· 
CC:' Mr. Pehle, 

War: Refugee Board.· 

J 

... ~ • ~ . .:1' •. 
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MAR 9 1944. 

Dear Mr. Taft: 

ReferencG is made to your lettei• of Feb:nw.ry 12, 1944, and 
itr.' enclosures, addresi;ed to Mr. Lesser• s attention. 

Please be ativir.~crth~t the m,_tter h<J.s been discussed with repre­
sentatives of United Nations Relief, A.F.L., National C.I,O. War Relief, 
United Czeohoslovak Re;_ief, American Relief for Morway, Inc. and the Norwe-
gian Government. On the basill of these •-'lscussions anlt formal requests 1:1ub--
mitted t.o thin Bou.rd by the two relief organizations !lntl the t-110 l;ibor groupa, 
we a11;Jrovc the uses to which it is -intended to pu·t; tho fun.us for which upeclt1l 
ap!Jroprieti.'ns of $1501 000 and $200 1000 from the Natbnu.1 War Fund o.r# being sought 
for the United Czeehoslovak Relief and Amerioan Relief for Nornay, Inc•~ respec­
tively. 

We are auviseo that the Tre<J.sury De 1:•artment iii preparl?d to isaue at 
once the necessary licenses unoer the Trading with the enemy Act and Ex1>cutive 
Oruer 8J89, as amended, to effect the remittances. The proposed progran!EI are 
a::.so in accord lfi th the ,c·Jlicy of this Government as announced l;y the President 
in Executive Order 9417, and in conformity 'lith foreign policiei> determined 
by the Secretary of State, as evidenced by the approval by the Depll.rlment of 
State of simil,1r cirojects. 

We w0uld ap0rechte your prompt aotLm in giving ole&rance to the 
proposed special !'.ppropriati ,ru, from the Natiotlal War F\Uld t,q Uflitesl: C~!'Q\)oslo-. 
vak Relief and American Relief for Norway, Inc. 1 so that these wortlwthile 
projects may go forward as soon a6 possible. 

Very tEUlr yours, 

(Signed) J .w. Peb1e 
J 

J. W. PehJ:e 
Acting F,xecutive DirectQr 

Mr. Charles P. Taft, Acting Chairman, 
The President's War Relief Control Board; 
Washington B\lilding, · 
Washington,· D. Q. 

"::?-' 

t?s_;e 
LLestierilab 3/9/44' ·. 

_, 

. ; i. ~~-.. ··, 
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THE PRESID.ENT'S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD 

JOSEPH E. DAVIES 

CHAIRMAN 

CHARLES P. TAFT 

TREGGR+GK- P.-K6P.P91-. 

C:l:a~,r·:cm 
MELVIN D. HILDRETH 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

HOMERS. FOX 

..:~c-:_ :~nt._ EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 5 . 

February 12, 1944 

Attention: ... r. Li".r.rence LEsser 

;,~· P;TEec. :>.n '.F:r co~:oe.tim: /EstcrC::o,y \";e are referring to 
·:::u J"or cor::;i: £"''"'"ti on the ""er, nest of lni ted ~CzecLoslovak Relief 
; 0r cJ cu·~c:1cc o.: e ;.ro~ ect ·- i_11vol vi"t.: ,•150, COO to be expended on 
~ S: :.:.('icl l.?_i_'·Jr !'Flicf i_Jr:Jject· ~-'Jr C:::ecLos:.c.vc.ki2.."' in 1_94ll- a...'1.d a 

l 21_" :·.-,_ ' .. r;c-t rElr,+._c,1,_ to e ;z.~O,OU' ·:orv,e[ian )roject t:·,rough 
••.•• c_ >:.' .. coli sf For .:orr:a/, J.!cC. ihese tr:o i:-roj ects are om:.lineC: 
lri. t. l ; :1_,::-:r~!~t-,,,.. co;_.i_~s c·£' s.. lct.tcr .: .... ro~:- : ~Jiteti Czec:.oslove.k Ri:.liEf 
·-~::-:tu.1 ~~·e:.:L .uE:T ;~c' l'-·i,J .:_GlC~ a let-"vEr r:·oT:~ ~·:orr.e,;:,i.s.n' .i::·-.eliE-f' Inc. 
(w:n, -:·:,i; :. :--ric~"~ '"·clisi· :·or ::on.<..cy) C:i:--tec J"anuc..ry 20, 191,J, • 

.... ::: f';:r-\.,. i=-r ~ .. _._;_ .:· iJio:-~ of t: c:: ~1c tt:re of t!:ese ~-roj ccts \".e e.re 
<.~:i ,, __ cJ.::.:.c .: c.·,. u.- • 1.ecteor LLted .:;-l'_:-:ua·;;- 13, 1::;1:-+ fror::t 
.. r .... :!.,'.:'..'. _ _:_.._1-G::• ... 2_~ .", l-i:·.ec1:-:::i. ·1e _.irecLior of tf,_e Laf)or Le~'--ue for 
.. :1 .~1:1 ~-~_:_ i. ts ~;:~:tee .... .it~.o-!s .. · J...Lef (A.~-.- • ._i:f' L.~ e .. nCi. e_ letter dated 
._,:___:-:Li· __ :!:' :·_, __ , ~~:'44 .:·ro ... :r. s:.ct~ _,_,~;c...._ Jert:-:Jiasv'o: the Division ;Jf 
_· :r'L~ :-': .. eclj_e.:.' :.:cc: IntET'.11·. "i:.io'c'.l l :.elatio:ts of the ilational cro 
'". __ e-:i_::_, ::· C:i .... ~_ttee •• »s in<lic&teo ln tr.is corresponc'tence these 
. ;-.. ~- ._,,·Le:.!1::.c.,, Lio!ls Lave s, .. J;1sorec. proj ec_ts to be operated through 
vc.r l:)uE -c-t·.lief c1t...E:- 11cies ~::c:.rticir,ati!lg in the ~Ia,,tional Har Ftu1ci 
· .. '.::.cl: involve c.c,.::roxi:te.tely ,Yl,OC0,000 during 1<;:44. As _in the cese 
:.,:,__' tl.cc tr.o present rec_uests tLe ftmc:s for these projects will 
:.ct·:u.1:1.y :-e : ,;n[ileC. tl:roufh a~:encies such as Uni te<l Czechoslovak 
.cc l:i.C' c_'tC r .. :eric'.m !ielief for :'orl\ay :.me.er plans WQl'ked OUt in 
coll2L.:ir1_ -cio:-, -..i U1 tLe le.bar §Tou;:;s. "' 

.... r. ~·oLn H. :·ehle, 
\·:ar llefuE:,ee ~oa.rli, 

;iOO!ll 228 i 
Trec..sury :Se1)e.rtne:nt, . 

·:.ashin&ton ~5, D. C. 

J 

1: 

I 

~ •• • - • __ .;·/; •-# -5 
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Af; we indicateC. yesterday U:ese two proposals were 
to the Depart:.1ent of State tlorough !.Ir. Kuppinger ·and more: recently 
to the Tree.sury I:epartment· through Llr. 0 1Flaherty. Vie-understand 
tb.t tte L'<?partrr.ent of Ste.te has already r"eferred the matter to 
tLe J,.merican Embassy in LonO.on. We are asking them to transmit to 
;.·ou 1:::1c to us any pertinent information that results from their 
ino_nir~~. 

Ill< 

A/ Clearance ::.;; this 5oara is necesse.r~' before UniteC. Czechoslovak 
l'.<::lief or J,meric:•n :i.0lief for ::ori-.<>y c&n actually expeno funds on 
tl:ese i,roj ects e.n(, before tl1e ]e.tional' v: ar Fune can advl'.nce money· 
to Liose or Fnizct.ioM' for tr.at purpose. The Board is prepared to 
_·i ve such clearance irnwc~ ·: ;ctely upon receipt of notice from the 
.. - ' :\d».ic:ec: ::ocrcc tiiD.t ~projects ct'n be carried out under. their 
:rnU:ori zation am~, as rec;ulreu b:: the E):ecuti ve Oruer establishing 
ti'e i'rE·d<..e:1t 1 s ;.:ir ,{c.lic~- Control Board, in conformity with foreign 
;:>olicic•S r-s ucter'.:li,-ied ti:· the Secretary of State, /A 

::incerely yours, 

~::.;; T~· I~ 
Actint'. Cl:airman 

.:.:1cls. 
( ,· 

'~ l1<t..''1'-, !) I~--

/ 

--~/I I, 

J 
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·. 
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NORWEGIAll RELIEF; INC. 
135 SOUTH LA SALLE S'.l'llEE'l' 

CH!CAGO, ILLINOIS 

Janl1EU7 20, 1944 

Mr. Charles P. Taft, Acting Chairman 
The President's War Re:W.ef Control Board 
1044 Washington Building 
Washington 5, D.C. 

Rea FUnda for Labor's War Relief Committees 

Dear Mr. Tafta J -

By 11 special vote taken by mail on December 21, 1943 
the Board of Directors ot American Relief for Norway, Inc. approved 
a proposal to make special application to the Preddent•e War 
Relief Control Board and to National War F\md1 Inc. for $200,000 
to be expended in consultation with Labor'e War Relief Committees. 
We now and hereby submit tbh proposal to )'OU tor 7our approvals 

We request that $200,000 be allocated to us by the 
National War fund from the contingent tuncl of $11000,000 which 
we understand has been earmBl'ked for Labor projeote in occupied 
countries. It is underst9od that the allocation to Ull of this aua 
will in no way iDterfere with or reduce the ~otmt auo.,atecl to 
American ReHef for Norway, Inc. for our regul.er budge~ pu:('po8es 
and, in particular, will not come out of the $200,000 set as~ 
for American Relief tor Norfi8Y1 Inc. as stated in the letter ot 
Mr. Elliot J. Jel.'lSen, Secretary, to Mr. lrigvoldetad1 our 1.nteoutive 
secretary, dated Jul¥ 26, 1943, _ · • 

It is 'Understuod tbat the transfer of this sum end of 
the materials and supplies purchued with these funds will not 
interfere with or reduce the licenses fol' the transfer.of money and. 
goods which have been or may be iasue<;!"-to Amerioan llelieffOJ' Norway, 
Inc. in connection with its :re~lar activitie$, · · 

We feel convinced that the two officials or the Nor­
wegian Trades Union Council (Den faglige Lt.\ll'dsorganiaasjon), Konrad 
Nordal in London, its president, and Lars Evenaen in Stockholm,. -
its vice~president, will distribute the aid in !fQrway in-a con­
scientiowi and efficient ~nner to all needy persons rege,rdlese of 

. ~ -· · .. : ... \ . • •I • ' • ~-.:, ... -j 

:.·. 
I• -~ • ' 
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labor affiliations. 

The entire plan has the endorsement of the Norwegian 
Government•in•Exile1 as evidenced by the enclosed copy of a letter 
dated December 7;· 1943 from the Norwegian Ambassador in 
Washington, D.c. .,. 

We shall be glad to endeavor to submit such .further 
into:raiation and evidence as you may require to support this applica­
tion• We \Ulderstand, however, that Labor's War Relief Committees 
are in close contact with the President's War Relief Control Board 
on this whole s~ct. · · · 

Youre ve17" truly, 

/SI A. E. Wigeland 
Assistant TX'easurer 

..... 

J 

. . . ,- .-~ . 

.;·.· 
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NORWEGIAN EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Rev. Orlando lngvoldstad, 
Norwegian Relief, Inc., 
135 South La Salle Street, 
Chicago .:;, Ill. · .,. 

Dear Dr. Ingvoldatad, j 

I want to acknowledge, wi~h DI01' best thanke, receipt 
of your letter of the 3rd instant regarding the 1199ting 
which American Reli~or Morw81 Inc. hae had with re• 
preaentatives of American and Norwegian labor represent• 
atives in New York City on November 17th. 

As I look upon this matter it would be advieable that 
the American Relief for Norway Ino. and representatives 
of the labor organizatione erideavor to arrange the 
transfer of money involved directl7 with ttt. .American 
authorities. I do not think it would be judieio\18 for 
the Norwegian Government or its official representation 
in the United States to take an active part. That the 
suggestion to extend relief as proposed has the entire 
sympathy of JV Government and of ~is Embasey, ie alreadf 
a matter of record. ltbl' the ·event that you have not al­
ready seen l1f9 letter to Mr. Haakon Lie dated Julf 13th, I 
enclose herewith a cow. The gratitude expre88ed bf Mr. 
Ol.flv Hindahl, Minister of Publio Worka in the Norwegian 
Government, p.t. London, is undoubtedly shared by us ill. 

On this basis I would suggest that you proceed in this 
matter in collaboration with the said labor representatives. 

I wish JOU all possible sucoe111 in this important under• 
taking end remain, _ · · 

Sincerely yours, 

W. WRGENSTJIERNE J 
Ambuaador for Norway 

.:-: 

- -: . -
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UNITED CZECHOSLOVAK RELIEF 

.S flEST 40tb STREE'J.' 

NEW YORK 18 

Mr. Homer Fox, E§l:ecutive Secretary 
President's War Relief Collllllittee 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Fbxs 

Dece111ber 201 1943 ·. 

In his letter of November 23, 1943 Mr. Elliot J. Jensen, Sec;retacy of 
the Budget Committee of the Natio~ War J\md, notified us that his > 
co111111ittee cannot act upon our application for the Special Labor Belief 
Project for Czechoslovakia in 1944, which we understand is to Qe 
considered over and above our regular 1944 budget. The a110unt requested 
for this project is $150,000 and we enclose herewith a breakdown of the 
budget presented to us and approved by both labor coamittees. 

It is our understanding that these allotments would be transmitted in 
monthly installments to our organisation. We in turn would forward 
them to Mr. lTantisek Neaec and Mr. Jan Becko in London. Mr. Nemec ia 
the General Secret1U7 of the Czechoslovak Union of Railroad Workers 
and Mr. Becko.is the chairman of the C1echoslovak Union of the Coa1-
Mine WQ1."brs. Mr. Nemec is a member of the International Transport 
Workers 1 Federation and Mr. Becko of the International Coal-Mine Worker•' 
Federation. Both represented for 20 years the C1echoslovak Labor 
Movement in the Prague Parliame..nt. These fUnd.e would not go to them in 
their present capacity as members of the Czechoslovak Government in 
London but as trustees for the Czechoslovak labor movement, chosen 
because of their leading position. On the basis of today's conference 
with the representatives of the A.F.L. and the c.1.0., we hereby 
are asking the President's War Relief Control Board to k1n\'l:Q-qonsider 
this matter and, if it is in accordance with their policy and that.of the 
State Department, to refer it to the Budget Committee of the Nati<mal 
War Fund for such action as they may seem fit to take. .,,. · ··· 

Thanking you in advance for your kind prompt conside~ation, 

Yours sincerely., 

/S/ Dr. Ruza L. Stuerm, 
Executive Secretary 

. . 
/S/ Mr. Adolf Kacer, 

Treasurer 

.. -· ·. ~'.. -~ . 
. ~ . 
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CZECHOSLOVKX 
RELIEF. 

The Federation of Labor of_ Czechoslovak.ia was driven ~ergrciUbd in 1939_~- < Sinct3 the organisation has been drivenundergroUrid it 1rasforced to·d.velo:i>enen!' sive relief activities. The expenses_ for ·these relief activities- were-·_c;ov-el'edby __ -funds :f"rom 1.tnion treasuries which were brolight to London before the ·:N!(d ocoupa.;. -._ tion. In the year 19431 when the tunds were ~:tttmuch exbat.lsteci, t~e C11ec!\c:i;,, : Slovak government took over the resp0nsibility and covered -thelarprpai,-tof the relief expenses incurred by the Czechoslovak Federation of Lab9r.- · · · ·- · 
For the year 1942, a breakdo~of expenses incurred for these relief activi• tiea 1g. as followss . \. I ?.}-1. Fbr families of executed and jailed persons in Czechoslovakia ••••• 150,opo. _ 2. For assistance given to destitute and aged persons in Caec~o· \ t. 

slovakta.. • • • • • • 2~ • 3. For rescue of persecuted people :f"rom Central Europe to neutl'al \ 
I. and allied countries ••• ••••••• •• 30,· o. 4. For persecuted peopJ.e hiding in Csechoslovakia and, so far, i\ 

unable to escape ............. • ••• 15/0QO. -5. Fbr Jews living in ghettos in Czechoslovakia .................... ~. 55,0~. 6. For Czechoslovak Jews in ghettos in Poland •••• •••• •••••••• .;_, • .._ •• -. l{ifOVI\'" 7. For Czechoslovak women and children in Prance (famil,_~s ot Czeoho• / ··- , slovek soldiers~~-· •••••••••• , 20,QOO.\ _­
TOTAL• • • • • • • • • '2051000' \ I - \ Steady changes in the political situation make an exact estimate for 1944 \ impossible. Increasing persecution makes increasing activities necesear;r. At the same time, maintaining the neceasary contacts with the persecµted becomes increasingly difficult, The relief e~nses in 1943 will run to approximateq $250,000. Till•.----•----. large increase in 1943 expenditures over 1942 18 due to the need.e tor relief for the families of workers mobilized into Gerllll!lll slave labor battaliolia. It is estimated that the amount needed tor 1944 will again be somewhere between t350,0QOanc1 $~p,ooo. 

'file Caechosloyak: F§dgmt~gn gf L@bor 1s emciihJ& $150.00Q'.f)'om_the Ametioan labor movement. . . . .. . 
Similar requests for funds are being 111$de to ot}ler labor organizations through• out the world. Meanwhile the Czechoslovak government has pl"Om!sed to help out in any emergency. 

The administration of relief' money hae been~ responsibility of 1les1Jrs. ~c~O.'. . .;. ;~··_·\,-~--~-~8·:";:-"'• and Nemel since 1939. Mr. Becko, former presid.ent of the CzechoslovakMine ·_ _ -·· · -Workers Federation, is Minister for Social Welfare in the Czechoslovak government, '' and Mr. Nemec, former president of the Czechoslovak RailW BrotherhOOd, is Uiri111-ter for Reconstruction in the Czechoalovalt government. Vii thei'&f'ore, l'eqUest .that funds for the .relief activities o.f the Czechoslovak Federation of Labor . .f'rom Aller!• can labor be tra~mitted to Messrs. Beoko and Nemec thro\lgh Dr~ je..n Papanek, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Czechoslovak government in New York City.. Receipt Of money Will always be acknowledged by these two cabinet members, and they Will - ' report periodioally on disbursements. · · ;· 
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LABOR LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF · A. F. L. 

MATIHEW WOLL • PRESIDENT 
ABRAHAM BLUESTEIN • EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

9 EAST 46th ST. •.NEW YORK 17, N. Y. • EL. 5-2590 

March 3, 1944 

_··_::ti~,:, :=-:.=-ecL .. ~.i\rs ::i: ... ~et:Jr 

.. ~'.c:_~;~;,~;n ~ ~' ~a~'j-

- . . ~·- ~--- : 

I-'.-~ . .:... 
I_, - ~ :., '-' 

-.. r r J.:. •.i .: ,1..4y, I!"c. . ., .... ~. 

~T 1 ~i-:-.-~c:· ~zcci1.:..cl:iv:-~c: ~elief and 1\r.ierican 
.-v~ c-:.tL:.1 t-; ;yo,1 .. ith respect to· the 

~· ~i:~'"' ~-~·.:;~-r-::.1: ·::l1l!~~1 \':,_· ::?.."'!:~ rs" uested t}:ern t:J 
:ti~~-1 ···::..~ '7:.i.':1:1'. 

. 1 ,,-.._,L,.____ 
n,· ... '"lf-'_;r·2ciate it if the ;·;·,~r R;_.:fuge-: Board 
, "o;r~_;-:,0: ::G.iJ~itted :md e)~_l)ec~iGE t~!E licenses 

2 :·t:3d '::.~ t.;~er: :· rr~li·::-~ ':.:rgn.nizations 3.S : 01101.rs: 

., ].:) G ' JJ\) !Jnited 'c.echo~:lav~Jc !le lier', :o.nd 

?:'.ncer·3ly yours, 

J 

REPLIES SHOULD BE. SENT TO BOTH COMMI'ITEEf) 
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·. ll!a~tllw lft?ll • IW•td•t 
Awahul llUl•teU• lueUUw lH.notol' 

9 Een 46tb st. • .n.. t«)rk 17, lf,1. • 
11. S-2590 

Dea lb>• FUl9 I 

w. Wlllu•tanti that. ww Cuoboalowt.1r Jleliet an4 A·Mien 
8-Utf' tw ..,_., IM. baw Vi~- W JOU ni.h nt•ot to tu. 
Speos..J. i..w a.u.r ,,,...., wb1Q • hATe nquea\tct theft to ....._, 
...... w.u.o...i .... hall. . 

We would Yffll ll\il1l "l'P"OUW t~ U tlMt _, 1ltfuait• .~· 
would •JPO" ot tbe Pff11U1 lublllttW an4 npe4lt. tu lla.• •• _ 
l'flftUUW "1 bM WU- nu.t oqanhaU... u toUC)Wlt 

fl.501000 te t1Jai·te11 CHobo.:10ftk BelUt;. a 
taoo,oco tu AllU'itlD &t.l&t tor N'OIWJ'1 i.. 
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LabOr X.ague tor HU!lU Bights 
Un1te4 N4tiona Relief •A.F.L. 

v.attbe• Woll • Preaid•nt 
Abraham Blueete!a • keoutil'I D!l"eotor 

Nat.toaal. c.;t~o.:. . 
WO llellet_C~tt.M 

l~ A\l-AlH •• ·oi.1n1a 
x.o 1•dh • lfAtt.~Diltaw 

9 Ee.at 46tb Ste • New York 1'11 If.I. • · 
El. S-2590 

l'f/6 Broadwq • new York 191 u.x. • 
. oo. 5-217a 

t.t&>. John w. Pebl9 
Aoting Exooutiw I>il'ectoi-
war lietugee Boar4 J 
Wo.abington, D. o. 

Dear Yr. .Pebl.e 1 

Maroh s. 1944 

We unde.rst.flnd that United CseahoalO'fl\k Relief and AlllOrioan 
Relief tor Honq, Ino. have writ.ten to you ritb re.opeot to ttw · 
Special labor Hellet Prognma whioh we haft nqueaW '\he to aubmit 
to the National Nar fund. 

We would VVK mu.ob appreciate it 1t the War Retupe ~ 
would approve of the programs aubmitted and expedite the UcenH ae 
requeeted 11¥ theH war relief orpnilationu as toUont 

$150,000 for !Jnited Cucho•lowlc Roliot1 en4 

$200,000 fOl' Ameriaan llel.fot tor NOl'ft1, Ino. 

Binoer~ 1ovra, 

Siegmun4 ITU'Oldae 
R&t'l c.r.o. War Rellei' oom.Uttee 

J 

Sutanne Woll.et · 
IJni ted Ha tiolul llellet • I.FL 

~ •• • • - ~-.:- .... -f • 

:.· ~ 
' ~ . .. . ··t-· ... 

;- ... 
• f"-. -~ .. ~ • ... : ·~. 



co .. mlttee 
IRVING ABRAMSON 

Chairman 

JOHN BROPHY 
Treasurer 

TEO F. SILVEY 
Secretary 

HAROLD J. GARNO 
SAUL MILLS 
JOHN PHILLIPS 
AUGUST SCHOLLE 

LEO PERLIS 
Nation11! Director 

CHARLES LIVERMORE 
Anlrlant Director 

·'$; ./ . ·. {)· .. •·•···. 
National CIO War Reli.ef 

Committee 
1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 

Lr. Lawrence Less er, 
'."Jar Refugee Board, 

February 29th, 1944. 

l.iain Treaifury Building, Rm, 164, 
'!iashington, D. C. 

Dear 11ir, Les::.;er: 

COiumbus s.2312 · 

This is to confirm our ap·s;ointment' at your office on 
~ednesday, ~arch 8th ~t 10 a~m. 

':-13 s S~zo. nne La ]!'9llet t e, of tLe La bor1 Lea_5$ue f'or 
hur.rnn r:.Lghts, .:<.FL; :.Ir. Ancirew E. Wigeland, Treas­
urer, rorwegian' Relief Inc.; and ;·,:1ss Ruz a Steurm; 
h.xec'.1tlve 3ecretary, United' Czechoslovak Relief, will 
L;e pres cnt a': th· t meeting w1 th me, 

Tiian;~ you very ~.iuch I·or your kind and very effective 
cooperation. 

uopwa 
SJ: jr 

Jeremia~ 
Relief.

1

i''1ntl. Relations 

J 

lJllL (J{oJdi.. d'i:Uf. &adL ?rlJJnlJL • .- . • • 9io11- (/nt:ll- Jot. f11L I 
OFFICIAL WAR RELIEF AND WAR SERVICE AGENCY ·oF THE coN.GREEiB o"p 1~bUST~l-AL

0

'0~GANl-ZATIONs .. 

' -R,gisiration No. D-9, Pr,sid,,•l'.r War Relief Conll'4l Boarf$ · 
~· .. COOPERATING WITH HATJONAL WAR FUND AND AMERIC~N f!EO CRo_se 
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LABOR LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF • A: F. L. 

MAITHEW WOLL • PRESIDENT 
. ABRAHAM BLUESTEIN • EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

9 EAST 46th ST. • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. • EL. 5-2590 

NATIONAL C. L 0. · .•.. ·· 
WAR RELIEF. C-0 MM ITT E J::: 

IRVING 'ABRAMSON • CHAIRMAN 
LEO PERLIS • NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

I776 BROADWAY• NEW YORK 19, N. Y, •CO. 5-2372 

February 25th, 1944. 

•Jr, Lav1rence Lesser, 
'.Var .'.tefugee Board, 
1'.b in 'I'reas ucyBullding, Rm, 164, 
'.Vas hington, D. C, 

Re: ;'/ar Relief Project' in Czechoslovakia.; 

In resnonse 1to .an inquiry aoout the JlOSsibility of designat-
/ ing -i;rustees in Swe®·or Switzerland for Labor•s relief funds 

for :zeclloslovakia, l.Ir, Dezo BenauJ, the American representa­
tive of tne Czechoslova~:'Federation of Laoor, has just receiv­
ed a let:.;er of which we enclose copy for your information. 

In comsideration of this inforrn&tion, vie would still like to 
request permission to send Labor• J" funds to London where Hr. 
::••rantisek ~:emec' and i>;r, Jan Becko, both outstanding leaders 
of the Czechoslova~ trade union movement and members of the 
Czeciwslovak Government in exile, will act as trustees for 
the Czechoslovak Federation of Labor, as explained in the 
formal a}1plic:,.tion submitted by the United Czechoslovak Re­
lief, 

As we explained to you in our conversation of.February 16.th, 

f 
l 

I 

tr-~e Labor funds for Czechoslovak•ia will be used, insofar as · --
conditions permit, to continue 'Ghe relief activities which :· . .;~-~-~~ ~ .. • 
the Czechoslovak Federatibn of Labor has been carrying on in _ 
194<:: and 1943, United Czechoslovak Relief, in the formal··ap-
plication for the $150 1 000 has subm;jjlted a detailed descrip-
tion of these relief activities, 

J:L:J2 
uopwa 

Sincerely yours, 

Comm. 
a~~F·oifut~~ 
Labor League for Huma~ Rights, AFL 

..--. 

REPLIES SHOULD BE SEN'!' TO BOTH COMMITTEES_. 
--.,,.,_,..,.,_,._,...'<'_,_3°>~'1'.:i-'.-:;;.-~,_.-:;~- .. -·---.,.=- ,.,,_.~.,._-~.::--~- ·-~ ~ - f< - _.- • 
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CZECHOSLO'!AE II:?OI:rI.iATICN SERVICE 
1790 Broadway, New York, E. Y. 
Columbus 5-1914 

.. :r. Dezo lJenau, 
3:d5 Eest 80 3trevf; 
Apt. G 1?~ 
i:ey; ~'or:c City. 

De:-.r ;.r, 3enau: 

February G5, 19440 

In recly to your rec.ent inquiry we 1·11sh to inform 
:rou ti>t.t vie fr:ve just been Pdvised by i:;he Czechoslovak Gov­
er-nr.unt in ~~ondon 'Ghat contributions of American labor org­
unization~ fur the victims of 1lazism in Czechoslovakia are 
to b<e rerni.,c,,d r,h~~oLl~;h i..ondon. The nest tecl:1nical fncili­
tie;s for t1•u;;:., l'.tin.r; m8terial aid to Czechoslovakia are in 
.Lond..m, 

Sincerely yours 

.I 
(Signed) Dr, Ernest 3turc, 

J 

-··.:· .. ,,. __, 
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; 'EMORANDUM Februzry 23,·1944 

I spEmt an hour yesterday afternoon with :.1r. James Brunot, Executive 
: irect0r of the President's Viar Relief Control Board, during Vlhich 
t irne we discussed the possibility of the ·;1ar Refugee Board sectn•ing ftmds 
frurn the Nationa.1 ,,·:ar F1.md arl!ll. the steps that the i'iar Refugee Board should 
take vis-a-vie the ,\".•r f.elif,f Control Board once the former was prepared 
to "-f.-prove t:.e C.I.O. - Jl..F. of L. rescue and relief projects. 

As to the firBt point, lfir. Brunot stated that offhand it seemed to 
hir.1 thc:.t if tbe ·sar Iiefugee BoarC shoulL1 need funds for a project, such 
furnlf. ;ni&ht be ma.de afillable, at least mechanically, by authorizing 
:,n adclitiom.l c.ppi·opriatiun fron; the contingency fund to some voluntary 
-~rrc;:ir.i::atic'n to be used at the ~·hr Eefugee Board's directions or by 
r0c:.,:jrn:tinc some volW1t.c,r:,• au,rccy' s budget :co that funds already 
;c·c·.ro1Jri :r'.:.·:·ci to it ·:oulc~ be ::.vailable in that rnc>.nner. ~fr. Brunot was 
~::blE t.:. st::.te (3.r.d not h2.vir.1', the e.pplicable e:1ecutive orders, charters, 

tt..:, ':Jefure """ I ·.vas not able carefully to --;ue::tion him on this score)· · 
.i1eti:e;r ~r.y !:·.c!'f c.'irect. 1r.emw were c.vailable for puttinc:; moneys of 

t:-.e ··'·=L: ~:J ":::.~~ Fu.i~C: Elt tht~ Oi~r::-os:il of the \'htr Refuge(; Board. !J!r. 
Bn~nut .:~.b, ;,.·;,,c·n:·, ti1-:;.t ->hil'" t'.1e:r had expected that they ·:;ould have 
~- c.mti,,g,:nc;, '.'ur.: of t;:c.lve <J.rn:: •. one-half :nillion dollars for the 9-month 
, .. i·i.: .. be_;innfrc. :· :·\:.:-_r;, 1, 1944, '.'le ..-:as afnid that the contingency 
fu:1C: ::uu2.c.l be- considEorab:'..y les:o t:,an ti1at beer.use ( 1) pledges to the 
'·':.1.icnc ... l .:ar f'1;:-,ci in larc;c- ~-=~-ount:o were not materializing -·· New Y0rk 
City ':.lone ·f.'ill awarel"tly be four million dollars short, '1.nd (2) the 
'.<.Venue:: open to tlw voluntary agencies for the spending of money have 
:;o i:ccre;csecl recently that their requests for appropriations exceed 
1.·revicw. e::;timates • 

.'.s to the secunci point, Mr. Brunot stated th~t when we were ready 
t .. J u.J ;_:.heaC ·Nith t!:e C.I.Q. - A.F. of L. projects, for which there are 
··.lrer,:7 request<' for funds in the files of the President 1 s War Relief 
Control noE.n~., all tl1<.t the ';!2..r Refugee Boarc< had to do was to write 
to tLe ?n~fident' s 7:J.r ·Relief Control Board stating that vre had 
::n·roved the- projects and that they were consistent with the foreign. 
policy of the Government as .laiu down· by the Secretary of State, 

At the close of the meeting, Mr. Brunot toldl.)lle that while 
heretofore his BoarC had been dealing·with the voluntary agencies on 
ccn in.:.ividuEtl b_asis it was nov! 1 by reason of experience :i.;t had gained, 
causing to be set up several committees, each dealing.vdth specific 
phases of relief work and composed of representatives of voluntary 
agencies, Mr. Brunot stated that it was expected that these committees 
.vouLi coordinate the work of the voluntary agencies and prevent · 

.... :. :~ .. ......... ·,:·. ~ -J ·_· --~·-{ ·:" 
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• 
du.plicati0n anci overlapp~. Ir. other ·A·orcl:o, he said, it was hoped 
t:;d tLe :;erk of these committees would result in unified programs 
.:'.'or C'.e3.lin1.; with particular problems. 

·::r. ':>rvno~ alEo told me that his Board was somewhat troubled 
by poGsib::.e jl<rh.dictional overlapping between it and the v:ar Refugee 
3, ,/.cI'L;. For niE cyrr-part, however, he s;:iici that he felt that any 
'- iccL ovel'lappini, waE in tr1e reE•lm of theory rather than of practice. 
\f&vertheless, he infon:1eJ me that hiE Board had instructed their 
c:ouns&l to preiere a Gtu.te:'.'ent of possib~.e jurisdictional conflicts 
i:ncl that wi1en the state1.:&nt ·,rn:; ready, he »:oulci get in touch with us. 
Es closeci, however, on thit hopeful note: His Board 1 s counsel was 
ve1'Y b1°s:,' .~t tl1e _:»resent ti;;ie and t!1er·e was no telling when such a 
f,t;,te;,»ent wou2.n be avc.ilable for discussion, 

J 
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Of~icial File Copr 

MEMORANDUM 

ORGANIZED
1
U.J30R 1S PP..OGRAr/ OF RESCUE AND RELIEF" 

History:'..-The A:F. of L., through the Labor"League for Human Rights 
and the c".I.O., through the National' CIO War Relief Committee, jointly 
have a _call upon the use of,J)l,000,000 held by the National"Vlar Fund in 
its contingencies accotmt. Although neither group is a member of the War 
Fund, they he.ve been given this right in consideration of their substantial· 

·contributions to the Fund. 

Since last June these labor groups have been attempting to secure the 
allocation of a por~ of these funds to the United' Czechoslovak' Relief 
and the Norwegian' Relief, Inc., both of which are members of the National 
1:;·ar Fund. This has not yet been accomplished because: (1) The National 
;'!ar Fun<l cannot ;:F'.:~e :·,, c>.::.. -.;J;.J-'J)riations out of the contingencies 
3.ccJunt :1it:1out t~e approval of the :?resident 1 s 'llar Relief Control Board 
and (::.:) The Pr•;.sident 1 .s Viar Relief Control Board has not been willing to 
.. pp1'•.)Ve ti-1e progra!!ls because t:-1ey do not le::i.d themselves to the strict 
3.Ccounting ::nd reiJortor.ial re·{uirements which the Board considers extremely 
i.11port.1nt. T:iese diffictLlties vrould now o.ppe~.r to be out of the way, for 
in refe1T.i.:ig tiiiG matter to the War Rc'fugee Board under date of February 12, 
1944, the President's V{ar Relief Control Boa.rd wrote: 

11 Cle2.rT'.1ce by this Boar,1 is necessary before United 
Czcch'.)slov:.-..k ~olief or· American Relief for Norway can :i.ct.ually 
expend ~"unds• on these projects and before t:1e National War Fund 
C'.l.n adv"ince money to those organizations for that purpose. 
The Boarci is preparE:d tJ give such clearn.nce immediately upon 
r-,;cei~Jt of notice from the War Refugee Board that the projects 
c<;,n be carried out under their authorization and, as required 
by t:m Executive Order establishing the President 1 s Viar Relief 
Control Board, in conformity with foreign policies as determined 
by t£1e SecrE:tar:r cf State. n 

The ~osals-The labor groups have p:r;oposed that ~~150,000 be allocated 
to the TJnited Czechoslova..1< Relief for .use fu Czechoslovakia, and that ·· 
::200,000 be allocat·3d to the Norv;egian Relief, Iiic,· for use in Horway. 
Similar pro;Josals for the use of funds in Poland' and Franc~ are in the course 
cJf prepar3.ti·Jn and have been awaiting the outcoiW of the proposals already made, 

As to both the Czech and Nor11egian projects, the proposal-is that the 
funds be remitted to persons in London who will und!3;.:i.ake t~eir retransfer. 
In t•1e cti.se of the Czech plan the London transferees proposed ~re Frantiselc 
Nemec~ General Secreto.17 of t:1e Czechoslovak'Uriion of Railroad Workers,, al'ld_ 
a member of the Internationa:1_ Transport ;'lorkers' Federation, and Jari Becko', 
Ch-s.irman of t'1e Czechoslovakl Union of Coal-\!ine Workers and a member of the 
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Int'lrnational Coal-e.Une Workers' Federation. Both were members of\·. the 
Czechoslovak J'&rlia:nent for over twenty years; and both are novi members 
-.:f the Czech Government-in-Exile. The Nor,11egian plan envisages that, · 
in the first instance, the funds Nill he sent to Konrad Nordal, !'resident 
_.f tl1e: '!onie[;ia:-i Trc.cles Union Council, "lho is no;1 in London, l'.nd L'lTS 
0~venscm, the Council 1 s Vice-president, '.Vho is now in Stockholm. 

~ 

T-ie Norwegian ;:iroject is barren of any detail. In fact·, all that 
is s:;.id is that it is felt that Nordal in London and Evensen in Stockholm 
";;ill distri-;Jute the aid in Nor-m1y in a conscientious and efficient 
r•n.nner to nll neeciy pers;:;ns regar<aesG of lahor affiliations. 11 The 
,:zech ;)rogr:.:.!ll is more complete. It appears, alt,hough only by inference, 
t:1?.t the Czech project enw.fsiges t:1e use of funds:* 

11 1. For families of executed and jailed persons in Czechoslovakia. 
2. For assist:mce given to destitute and aged persons in 

'.::zechoslov.:1.'.cia. 
J. For rescue of persecuted peoi1le from Central Europe to neutral 

and allied countries. 
4, For persecured people hidi:.g in Czechoslovakia and, so far, 

une.ble to escape. 
5. For Jews living in ghettos in Czechoslovakia. 
6. Fer Czechoslovak Jews in ghettos in Poland. 
7. For Czechoslor.k women a'1d children in France (families of 

<, 
Czechoslovak solcliers) , " 

Preseat Status--On Febru<.l".f 16, 191.l+, the writer met with liliss 
Suz:rnne L9:'FO"nette{ of the A.F. of L. and Siegmund Jeremias' of the C,r.o. 
:-..b.:;ut t"iese )rojects. It was agreed that: (1) within two weeks, both 
.Jrganizations -.rnuld lay before the War Refligee Board,. either directly or 
:.:irou;:;h trie relief agenc:ies that are to act as their instrumentalities, 
t: .e ir joint proposals with respect to relief and rescue in Czechoslovalcia 
:ind Nor-<my, and perhaps in France and Poland as well; (2) such proposals 
w·Juld outline with clarity the nature of the work to be done, in a manner 
s.i.;nilar to t~•-= 1Jending Czech 1Jrogram, but not relying on inference; (3) such 
;.1roposals would call for remittances to satisfaC'IJiry persons in Sweden ·and/or 
s.:;itzerland, rathe:- than to lJersons in Great· Britain; and (4) once such pro­
posals were before the War Refugee Board in concrete and acceptable form, we 
would see what could be done to expedite and facilitate SllCh act.ion by the 
I'resident 1 s War Relief Control Board and the National l!l:lctr Fund as might be 
necessary to secure the release of the funds required to put the program 
into action, 

*The inference -is drawn from the statement of the purposes for wJlich fund.s 
were used in 1942, and the patent implication that 'these were the purposes 
for which funds were to be used in 1944. · 
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lliato:r;x-The A • .F. <;J.f t., thl'OU&h tile Labv1• !Aatue ft>l' ilwm.m Ri~hte 
and the c.I .. o •• ti'd'.'OU,gh the ll!J.tiOlt."t.l Cto 1far ll.eU.ef Comm:l.tteo, jointly 
have ~ can upon the use ,,f ~,OOO,Ot11JJiold by the lfa.tiooo.l WAr Fund in 
its continaesicioG account. Altt11.mgh n~ither group 1& 11 me~&r of tho 11~ 
1''.'Und.p tiJ6Y have bEten t:iVGn this l'!t;ht ~ consideration Of thlllil" $\lbSbnti.fd 
contri.b>.:itions tc• tha Fund. 

Sinco llMit June th<!mo labor r.r•out'" h&Vtl been at,te1111lting tu socuro thG 
aJ.101.tt.tti,-on c•f a :;oor-Uc;n of the~rls to ~he_ United. Czechoolovtik Relief' 
·md the lfo.l"\mgian Riil!i&.f, Lne., both :;.f •hi.ch are ~mb~~a o~ the Natiol)al 
'liar F'i.1.nd. 'l'lii~ has nat yet be~n acc<>;aplis;hed becr1uce1 (1) The ?fotl.onal 
,1a1· fund cannot mo.ke <>;}ectal t.i,pprop1•tat4on~ c.ut cf tho cnntiin.itencie1J 
\ceount ui thout ti.le a;Jprova:L of the "c'rlili:;.ic.ie.-rit 1 v ;for R;;lbf Ccntroi fl1;u,wd. 
and (;~) The i-"rf!rsidtrntt u 11(\r llelief r;,)ntrol 'Soard has not. OO(!n dll'.!.nti to . 
appJ'OVtl tiW ;J.t'ogr<l,~~ 'btlcmaie they tlO ni:rt lond tll~lll~OlVCtl; ti; ttie Strfot. ' 
11:ccountiol): and repurtor:td l'Gf!,uire~ntt:J ~'.h:l.ch th1l iiml:rd C'.;.nniifera'e:r.trf:.:iely 
i11li.1f>rtaut. 'l'h(w,e difticuJ.tier. m:.u;l.d no11 a.,1pear. t" J.io ;:.ut nf. ·th.ft vm::it f~ ·: 
in X-!;'fe-i•rh1g thi•• !'J!\tt<>r tr;i the ft(J.'J.' h<:Jfugf.ie Bom.i'd un~t\l" <la'li41 ~· l'eb~ l2" 
194/., i,lH1 1•rm1ident 1 s na.r Relief Co11troT BoaJ:'d lil"\Jtos · -

.. Clenr >..not11 by t.ni&o thmN !& MCE>lll»nr.f before Unit~ 
C.11eaM1nlOYr.i.k il.eliei' or Atneriea11 R•lief fQl' Uon~ osn ml.tally 
e.11;pend fund1J on the&e proj®ctt· cind bit.fore the ll!iti.onuf W\\l' f-u~ 
C!l.n a•lvancr;i tt'-:mey to those ::irg~rnba.t.ivnn fur tMt pw"!o-'Qfle~. 
Tb·ti Board iu pri;;paroo to tive :o1uch '1!$&l'a.nce 111W..ediatdy 'i.lf!{)n. 
reaelµt of noticlS' fl'om the l'lar f..efugoe Doud t,>tat th<t proJeotf! 

· can be earried out under their au;thodtati(}n and1 t\I;} \"&i(u1i'ed 
by tna li.:zeoUtJ.'fG Ot'det• Uirt.abl$,sh1rig th<:1 P'r~tlid~nt,-t S ~ar Ileltttf. 
Control S1)ard, in comforaUy with fo:rf)iuu ;ioli.d.er; as Ci.irii~l"l\\1ii.eti 
b:t the Secretary :::.f' Stat&. n · · · 

'Pie etot?Q&\\~t-The labo'r groups have p:t:opo~ed tin~t; tl~11.ooo l:io. al.l,:<ica.t,,V: 
to the United Coiechoalovak Relle.f fl~r 1,120 in Cz.e~hoP.11.amJ.ii.,. arid ~r~1; '· . · ·~. 
~~oo,ooo be allooa.ted to the Norwegian R$liet1· 1no .. i'or ~-•in ~0%<1'1#., ·· .· .. 
SiW..1.tlr 91•0.:;oBa.l& t<>r the use of fl.mds in i~oland and Vl'\!mi>a. itr~ ;1.n. ~~ c.aur. .. · 
.,£ pref).u\11.tii;m and bavo been awaiting the outoome of tne v~f.lalu aliev.~·l!laf;le. 

~Al to both the Czech and Nor;re1~i11n p.t0Jeet1>1 thEt ~i·opQ.eal 1.• 1'hll>t tll& 
funutJ b<i rem1tted to peri>ona in Ls.muon ~hu liiill underhke .tlleir- J"t$."Mef@r .. 
In the ease of the Ceeich plan tM wnd•'n tranuter~e.i!l i;ropQi;;ed 'i..ie Fr<anti!ielc 
Nemec, (;!}11eral fJ90reta't'Y •:.f. tr.e G$•cholillovak Union r;f ·1'$i.l.r;;a4 Worker$, ~nd 
fl :».>l1mb>.ir of the lnte:rl'latfamil 'l'ranepoJ't (io1•1ce,.-v.t Federation•• w:·...d Jan·t;liifek.o, · 
Cbairll!1111 Qf the (lzechoeli.w.,._k Union of {\;t.tl.···~U.n$· tfo;rkets nnd a s~r ~f the 
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Int~rtui;t!omi.1 Coul-.lMnu i'Jo1'k01·s1 fed~ra.t.ion. rfoth "~ a•;mbwi•f.i ;f)f the .. 1.czechosloV<\k fJlll'lUr.ieut im: over twenty yearsJ · 1md \>.~th al'~ Jl'1)1' lll'i'mberl'§ .of the f-iouh Govarma@nt-in-:Exil&. Toft tl•;l'\lfegiuu ;_llrtn emvifJ/.l.~es th~t, in tho i'irnt instance, tho funds .will 'b& uent ·to !{onrau '.4orl.ii1l• h.·<.>~ioant .f th".! ~l.:il'l'ieel~m Tr:me~' Unlu)l Gm.;n:!il.1 »}F> b: nc>·~ in Lo:il':lon, and :C.'ll'it ~·v~n:o•: .. n, thil C::ittr.c.!.1 1 s Vice-preeidemt, ;t110 ii" now in <;t,ocli:holtn. ... 
' 

Th<l !Jol'i10'£:\.an ">roj<9ot ifil barren ::if any tletl'.dl. In tact, nll. tha:t i~1 trn.hi ii; t.l>:.lt H l;; f<-.1 t that Nnrcial i.n Lon<.'lon anc1 ~'.vc-niif!IU in t-1tockl.ioln; "11ill ui~tr:i.:,uto tLe 1.1id ill ffo'l'Wlij !.n c> ct.mscie.nt1.oui; w:irl &fflcl.ent ,,.;d0ne1· v., ill m~eiw ;:;eraoi'I& z:'egard.leeu :;f labor nffiHJJ.timw•" Tho 1~z~1ch ,.-rogr«m it" moru corii)lat,f4 lt a; penrc;, 1tlthough only by infor~nce, lhat tf.G' C11ech ":roj>?ict enviio4t~•Dfl trill> use ()f f'\mde;* 

"l• l'\;r falllLi.it11.1 o.f oxeouted and jailed peri~ne in Czechoslov9.!t:La • . 2. foz' dianiutsnce ~iwn to dol!ltl t.Ut61 antl :lg(ld ;.iors1.m.s in ; :mchoulov;1ltia. 
j. .'.• ~r r~wcue of ;•f1l't!t'H1ut&d people from Cen.tra.l t.ur{}pc to nautrv.l anci ,,,J,lied countries •. 
4. f•Ji: ,.-a:i•eec-w-eci peopl,,,A1idirig tn cz~lohonlovo..ld.& an<I, uo t&l't \Jl'le.ble to flHI0-3.1'9 • c•/ 
;.;. For J~u:;; Uvin;.; J.f\. r;.bett11v in C11echoelovl'h.kia+ 6. for Czechoaloyttk J ewa .ln t;hettoa in Poland. 7. f.)r Czachovlov•llk flomen am1 childl'en in fl·~nee (f'a1111Ue1 of Ct:echo5lovak J>oldiers) •" 

.~e1J~1ll: Stntutr<Jn l"ebn:.ary 16, 191.i,, tJh~ ·•1.ri·t~1r met ''fith 14:l&tl Suzttnne t.~.J'ollat.tlli ,;f th.;; A.F. of L. ml<l 81.egmum.i Jerell'd.au of' the C.t.O .. n.b,,i1t, thet10 ,\roject;J. It WM aereed thr.•ta (l) within tm!> wa1::ko, ooth :..rgs.nba·t.iil<nf;l 'i'ioulct lt13 'bt-fortt the nar Hef'ugelii lloard, atthar t)iru~tly or through the :relief agenciefil that are to act ai; thdr inati"Umnntraliti~e, ·t.,;ai:r J•:>int. ;iroi:oG:.la u:tl;h re!il:PfiCt t.;:i N1llef and rl'll!Or:e in Czeoho:slovs.!d•.\ and Norna.y, «.nd ;)erhiltJS in FrancP. and ?Qland o.s wellJ (2) 1~\tob propo1nls wou1J out.line liith o .. lin-i·ty the nflture {)f the wo1•k to b!i> <lmie1 in .,_. ;Jtaimer ~11rilila:r to t!J.,;; ~Jenuins Czech pro~ram, but not ra:l,yint on inference) (:3) i1ueh ;,l'ViJQ~Hl&< uculd Cll.ll fol' remittnncets to eatl1;fat1tl,)ry .. \1ore;1>r1t.1 in 81nidwn :md/or t; .,1 tzer lltt·1d 1 rntb0:r tliem to persons in Great .Britain; €ttV1 (4) once ·lftt~'.l/:fO~ ,,i olk.Ut• 11erc. before th1~ i'far Reftigee f>.:.i1rd i.n czmo::~».~t.~ ~md aec#Jptl.ible f<)tlCi .~~ would. 13€1~ whnt oould be d;.me t,'.) llX;'Stlite &n<i faoiHta.te <;~l\ aot1<>n by th• C>re:llitlent. 1 :s War He:Uef C:intr~l flozm.: utld the ;.Jat:lol'tal Wtu- lund ai> iirl.:rht be nece1J$11I7 to ueeure t.he releane fJf tho f\mds, requ1%'$d to ;;'!\It tho f!N(;lra~ inw action. 
· 

*The :1n£t>l'm."1Ce fa d:rtum i'rom th>ll atnt~ruent.. of' tht.<t pUt'fFOlil&t! 1'01• \~h!cn .ftl):uijl · wara uaed ln l'~.42, and the p11te:it itaplication that, tne11u- <119"- th$ j:;\ir.pooe• for •~hieh funcls were to be u11ecl in 1'144 .. 

~· 

CC1 Mesers. Pehle, Lu:d'ord1 DuBois and_ Friedman and Mi$s llodel 
LSLesl'lerral.u· 2/18/44 
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I h~.Li .-, lont; c:onversation ti1is afternoon ·::ith ',ir. Bruno" of the 
?rtci6."·1t 1 's ·;·U' '.'blief Control 8oaro~. Specifictlly, our conversation 
de cl~; :.i-':.,1 n.~· ..... nJi:•.:, ,Jr·:>pos,,l before t'.1e Board, sponsored by the 
': ,... . :;I' L. :rn.::. t:1e C~!.J., t'J 11!l.loc 0,te ~l,J1JCJ,000 of t!1e 'Nar Fund's 
:;ion·:;· -:;J ce1·t:-cL'l '"'~'.l')e1·s of tl~e .. "r rune:, :)artic·cuarly the Nor-:;egian 
T-:: ~~-1.:;.: ~-r.3 t~:.e '2zf:':._~:1·:,):::lov--..~~ ?'..:lief orga!lizo..tions, far rescue 1nd relief 
.. or~c in 1.._-,·~CL.. 1 1·~:-1 ==-1..ITC>)·_c. f'_E: -.ln:_i_e:_"st.:..!1:.:l it, i.!~ i::: yroposed t:i:;.t the 

_',1;:Et;:: bs r:o•nit t,ec'. to cert 1.in "-i!:Cml:c in Lofa~on ·::iti instructions but, 
" ": t ::~:1~~~. n ~1- c, ."l!" :::_e 2-i·=f C' 1)nt.rcJ_ ·3r)arG '.1 -:.;.:: ~1•_{:::>pt'9d ·the 901-icy, 
b-:- _"'·J:':: C8r' '.__, j_ r-yi:1t_: ext!'_,,_ _ftPPro~-y~-.i:_~_),l ·)n~ by t!1e · .. ;8.r run:.:i, Jf imposing 
: :, r~ict .. _·:.'.S-::-•ll~ '._,i:1t_, ; ~nl: Y'S':.)Orti".;.s :::~2<ui1·:::::-i·~·nts. ~;~r. Bruno stated th~t 
1

_..J i;~-~-·:J~~i'; ;- ... :~;1 G0D~.::.vlun;:_. J:-1 t~:-:._· l-:-is-t...:.:it. ;::;che;;ie r;ould. r-?nde·r it 
in.~ f.:.:=ct.-1..·.-. .=_. ~·;hil 1 ~ t.~1e ~LJr::·~,:i-:."!'12 h:-i..•.r=~ giv.--'!l n'.) det:tileJ st1.tement of 

; .. .:~f.:~- int ~n~ t:; u::;,~ t.~!J_ ~·-._:_;yl:--_ ~Jr, t!l.e Cz.tc~-~F, ~..,_?_v~. The Czechs s:i;y, 
.~i..:.t:- "._:t·.:1·~ it, t-;r :/ ,;~ .. nt to us~; t!}.e :;·~1 nc:/ :.0 .-,__:_j t~1e f·:~wilies in 
.. -1..Jv:·c~:i_ of tios-:: .. li.;_:; :2:-._ve ber~~ e):r,;cvt~ii, i!n;.·ri ·:ined or deported, 

l~ c:.JnC'.J~tr:.~ti Jn ca.-1 ... :;? :t~L~ t') :!.ssist i:-i t:1e rescue and 

i.1 C:. 
c.!~h Je:, .~ -~:1~~ _)oll t i 12::..=. non-r:o:i. f 0~:-:-1.i.iJts ~; :::· are in hiding 

_:_·JV_._:.:_:. _:r. :3r1:n0 r:::-:,·lt·~6 t>t·-_t, hf:.~ ~Jr::li~veti ~lie Bo2.r0 would 
b.:: :..i..ll.l.·,1u ::.J C:::...L~ 1 

•. ~ ·./ -.. 1:J)rop2~.:..a.tion~. f.Jc ~.JrJjccts rt)proved by t~1e 
:_:r I1ef\1.2e:; 3·.x~ri~, _L:1~, ::cc~_)t such 0...tJpr.JY.:.:l i!l lieu .Jf ::~ccl1unts 1nd 

·~1·t:;;. ..._ -.-..:-.U2 l~ c=..e.::.r, ·or:ev.::-·1 that t:1is m~ttar hal~ not yet been 
1'..J.:C :.=-.1.lly .:..:c .. 0:::..::._- 1~pon O:- ~1is E·}::l";·:. 

1'~. i. _;1~·.)jce!t h::..E be-e·n t:1e L ·-~bject of J1Uch c0rr~spon.Junc_e b':::t.~·een 
:.· H.~j3.C Conti··Jl 5oarc:, t..'lt' C.I.O. 1nd the A. F. of L., t~1e 

- .. 
1 

' ·" 01·;'.lriis:iti·:ms :::0ncerneU., s.nd the State Depart:nent. f,ppar·~ntly 
ti:>ff: h~.v·-" ,11.so bE·en commun;i.c,,.tions to Lonilo:-i on the subject. In a 
rc~·:~t. 10tt<0-:' t.::c C.L:J. <::0m~Jb.inecl of all the.red. tape involved, and· 
'-"·mtr:·,.: t ~d t :e. C.if:"i.cul 'i'.ie·s· t'iey h:c.'le cnc0untqred with OUl' speedy 
tre t ·1c·nt oi' ~rojects spon~ore,[ by non-registered organizations. Mr. 
)-,·c..n . c;·.:J.:.'.'lb to ·senJ :ne a sktelet:m file on the :natter, sufficient 
·~cce:iL: lc;ly ~, 1J.1.vi::<0> us •.>f t,:·,e proposal 1110. the_'issues raised ther·:.by. 

-Tn _iassing, -,::r. Ol'Uno st.?.tea th'lt his Board Is. counsel is preparing 
.. le tte1' outlininc; p9ssible jm·isc·.iction'1.l disputes· bet·.'rnen the War 
::.efugr:.:e 3cJar(~ an6 t:1e Preuidf~:it 1 s ~r-::~r Relief Coptrol~oa.rd. 
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JOSEPH E. DAVIES 
CHAIRMAN 

. / - . . _;.,._~-

THE PRESID.ENT'.S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD 

WASHINGTON BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 

CHARLES P. TAFT 
.,FtiUi:Q~C~.s>-1'~~ January 31, 1944 ,r· 

Chai lee Warren 
MELVIN D. HILDRETH 

GE.NERAl- COUNSEL 

HOMERS. FOX 
Acting ExEcUT1vE socRETARv 

Dear Mr. 01 FlaherC: 

In accordance with our discussion Saturday, January 29, 
there is enclosed hereiwith a copy of ~ letter dated December 20, 
1943 and enclosure theret9-from Unite'a.J.zechoslovak Relief 
regarding the proposed la'bor relief project for that country. 
There is also attached copy of a letter dated January 20, 1944 
from Norwegi£n Rel,ief, Inc. (the name of which has now been 
changed to AmericKn Relief for Norway, Inc.), together with 
a copy of the enclolJ,kU'e thereto, being a letter dated December 7, 
1943 from the Norwegian Ambassador in the United States, relating 
to a similar labor relief project for Norway. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Homer S. Fox 

Acting Executive Secretary 

Enclosures 

Mr. E. W. 0 1Flaherty, 
Foreign F\lnds Con~ol, 

Treasury Department, 
602tR\l{oan, Building, 

Washington, n.c. 
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UNITED CZECHOSLOVAK RELIEF 

8 WEST 40th STREET 

NEW YORK 18 

.,. December 20, 194.3 

Mr. Homer Fox, Eltecutive Secretarf 
President's War Relief Committee 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Foxs 
/ 

In hie letter of November 2.3, 1943 Mr. Flliot J. Jensen, Secretary of 
the Budget Committee of the Natid"'nal War l'Und, notified~ that his 
collllllittee cannot act upon our application tar the Speci&l Labor Relief 
Project for Czechoslovakia in 1944,·whioh we understand ie to be 
considered over and above our regular 1944 budget. The amount requested 
for this project is $150,000 and we enclose herewith a bi-eakdo1fll of the 
budget presented to us and approved by both labor ooll!llitteee. 

It is our understanding that these allotments would be transmitted in 
monthly installments to our organization. We in turn would forward 
them to Mr. &antisek Nemec and Mr. Jan llecko in London. Ur. Nemec is 
the General Secretary of the Czechoslovak Union of Railroad. WOl"kere 
and Mr. Beeko is the chairman of the Czechoslovak. Union of the Coal• 
Mine Workers. Mr. Nemec is a member of the International Tru1port 
Workers' Federation and Mr. Becko of the International Coal•Mine Worken' 
Federation. Both represented for 20 years the Czechoslovak Labor 
Movement in the Prague Parliament. These fUnde would not go to them in 
their present capacity es members of the Csecho11.lovak Government 1n 
London but as trustees for the Czechoslovak labor movement, cbonn 
because of their leading position. On the basis of ~·· conterence 

· with the representatives of the A.F.L. and the c.1.0., we hereby 
are asking the President's War Relief Control Board to kindly consider 
this matt.er and, if it ie in e.C(lordance with theho poliq and that of the 
State Department, to refer it to the Budget ·committee of .the National · 
War Fund for such action as they may seem fit to take. 

Thanking you in advance for your kind prompt eonside~ion, 
Yours sincerely, 

/s/ Dr. Ruza L. Stuerm, 
F..xecutive Secretary 

WI 8 :n 

/s/ Mr. Molt Kacler, 
. Treasurer 
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CZECHOSLOVAK 
RELIEF 

LABOR 

The l'Elderation of Labor of Czechoslovakia was driven tmde~gl'Qund in 1939. 
Since the organization has been driven underground it was forced to develop ext.en~ 
sive relief activities. The expenses for these relief activities were covered b;y" 

funds from union treasuries which were brought to London before the Nad occupa• 

tion. In the year 1943• when the f'unds were pretty much exhausted, the Czecho• 

dovs.k government took over the responsibillty and covered the larger part of the 
relief expenses incurred by the Czeohoslov4': Federation of Labor. 

_For the year 1942, a breakdown of expenses incurred for these relief activi• 
ties is as follows& 

1. Fbr families of executed and jailed persona in Czeohoslovakitl. ••••• $50,000. 
2. For assistance given to ~itute and aged persona in Czeoho• 

slovakla •••••••• 20,000. 
3. For rescue of persecuted people from Central Europe to neutral 

and allied countries •••••••••••• 30,000. 
4. For persecuted people hiding in Czechoslovakia and, so ta.r, 

· -unable to escape •••••••••••••••• 151000. 
;. Fbr Jews living in ghettos in Czechoslovakia •••••••••••••••••••••• ;;,ooo. 
6. For Czechoslovak Jews in ghettos in Poland••••••••••••••••••••••••·15,000. 
7. Fbr Czechoslovak women and children in Prance (families of C1echo• 

slovak soldiers) •••••••••••••••• 20,900. 
TOTAL••••••••• $205,000 

Steady changes in the political situation aake en exe.~t estimate for 1944 
impossible. Increasing persecution makea increasing activitiee neeeesal"Y• At the 
same time, maintaining the neceHary oontaots with the persecuted beoo1111es increasing]¥ 
difficult. '!'he relief expenses in 1943 rill run to approximately $250•000• Tld• 
large increase in 1943 expenditures over 1942 ls due to the needs for relief fpr the 
families of workers mobilised into German slave labor battalions. It is eattmated 
that the amount needed frrr 1944 will again be solll8Wbere bet,,..n $350,000 an4 t40o.ooo. 

ll!ti CzeghosloJalt ijidtratign of Labo\! is txptq$W' ll2Q10QQ WI th' Amftrioan 

labor moyelll§!nt.. 

Similar requests for funds are being made to other labor organizations through-­
out the world. Meanwhile the Czechoslovak government ba&'promtsed to help out in 
any emergency. 

The administration of relief money has been the reeponsib.~ tty or MeJSere. Becko 
and Nemel since 1939. Mr. Eecko, former president of' the Cze~oslovak Mine 
Workers Federation; is Minister for Social Welfare in the Czechoslovak gOV91'Jllll8nt,­
and Pdr. Nemec, former president of the Czechoslovak Railway Brotherhood, 18 ·Minis• 
ter for Reconstruction in the Czechoslovak gQvernment. We therefore, request that 
.funds for the relief activities of the Cseohoslovak Federation ot Labor from· Ameri• 
can labor be transmitted to Messrs. Beckq artA11~tbrougti Dr. Jan Papanek, _ 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Qlllllc1Jiildvakv'itom1Uiflnt in New York City• Reeeipt 

of money will always be acknowledged by these two cabinet members, and they will 

report periodical]Jt on disbursements. , , rvc:\llA __ 
•iFICli -~ tl\\02 COV!llf(ff 

I. . ., • c (~flt-\:0 
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NORWEGIAN RELIEF, INC. 
135 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

January 20, 1944 

v 
Mr. Charles P. Taft, Acting Chairman 
The President's War-Relief Control Board 
1044 Washington Building 
Washington 5, D.C. 

Re: Funds for Labor's War Relie.f Committees 

Dear Mr. Ta.ft: 

By a special vote taken by mail on December 21, 1943 
the Board of Directors of American Relief for Norway, Inc. approved 
a proposal to make special application to the President's War 
Relief Control Board and to National War .FUnd, Inc. for $200,000 
to be expended in consultation with Labor's War Relief Committees. 
We now and hereby submit this proposal to you ror your approval: 

We request that $200,000 be allocated to us by the 
Rational War F\lnd from the contingent :f'Und of $1,000,000 which 
we understand has been earmarked for Labor projects in occupied 
countries. It is understood that the allocation to us of this sum 
will in no way interfere with or reduce the amount allocated to 
American Relief for Norway, Inc. for our regular budge~ed purposes 
and, in particular, will not come out of the $200,000 set aside 
for American Relief for Norway, Inc. as stated in the letter of 
Mr. Elliot J. Jensen, Secretary, to Mr. Ingvoldstad, our executive 
secretary, dated July 26, 1943. 

It is understood that the transfej of this sum and of 
the materials and supplies purchased with these tullds will not 
interfere with or reduce the licenses for the transfer of money and 
goods which have been or may be issued to American Relief for Norway, 
Inc. in connection with its regular activities. .__; 

I 
We feel convincecy that the two o.fficials of the No~­

wegian Trades Union Council {Den faglige Landsorganisasj~n), Konrad 
Nordal in London, its president, and L~s ~Y~_!!i!~~-ln Stockholm, 
its vice-president, will distribute the afd in N0rway in a con­
scientious and ef£t~~lll$ne~k'ltc:Ba!i needy persons regardless of 



labor affiliations. 

The entire planilhas the endoraement of the Norwegian 
Oovernment•in-exile, as eYidenced by the enclosed copy of a letter 
dated December 7, 1943 f'rom tho Norwegian Ambassador in 
Washington, D.c. 

Vie shall be glad to endeavor to submit such fUrther 
information and evideiice as you l1l81' require to support this applica• 
tion. We understand, however, that Labor's War Relief Couitteea 
are in close contact with the President's War Relief Control Board 
on this whole subject. 

Yours very truly, 
./ 

/s/ A. F. Vligeland 
Assistant Treasurer 

J 
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NORVIEGIAN EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

/ 

Rev. Orlando Ingvoldatad, 
Norwegian Relief, Inc., 
135 South La Salle Street, 
Chicago 3, Ill. 

Dear Dr. Ingvoldstad, 

December·7, 1943 

I want to acknowledge, with nry best thanks, receipt 
of your letter of the 3rd instant regarding the meeting 
which American Relief for Norway Inc. has had with re• 
presentatives of American and Norwegian labor represent­
atives in New York City on November 17th. 

As I look upon this matter it would be advisable that 
the Alllerican Relief for Norway Inc. and representatives 
of the labor organizations endeavor to arrange the 
transfer of money involved directly with the. American 
authorities. I do not think it would be judicious for 
the Norwegian Government or its official representation 
in the United States to take an active part. That the 
suggestion to extend relief as proposed has the entire 
sympathy of my Government and of this Embassy, is already 
& matter of record. For the event that you have not al­
ready seen nry letter to Mr. Haakon Lie dated JUiy 13th, I 
enclose herewith a copy. The gratitude expressed by Mr. 
Olav Hindahl, Minister of Public Works in the Norwegian 
Government, p.t. London, is undoubtedly shared by us all. 

On this basis I would suggest that you.proceed in this 
matter in collaboration with the said labor representati'Ves. 

I wish you all possible success in this importanl;Ubder­
taking and remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
. J 

W. IDRGENST!IERNE 
Ambassador for Norw111" 

\il'i f? :i .\ 
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