


DMl' Mr. Plaza I 

I have your letter of Febl'U!\17 '21, and its enclosure, 
concerning a proposal to establish "colon1zat,i9n centers" to:r: 
immigrants to Ecuador. 

While the plan outJ.ined in your lett,er promises to be 
a worthwhile project, the terms of reference of the War Refugee 
Board are such the. t it is not in a position to undertake a.ct,i ve 
participation in a program of this type. It is possible that 
the plan will be of interest to the In.tergo.,ernmental COllllllittee 
on Refugees, and you may wish to write to Miss Martha. Biehle, 
the American Resident Representathe of the Committee, whose 
address is 1344 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D. c. 

I am sorry ~hat I cannot advise you u to investment 
·firms to be approached in thie·.connection. !Is to immigl'ation 
orgenizatione to be contacted, eome of the agenoiesnamed in 
the enclosed list may be in a position to be of help in this 
matter. 

In accordance with your request, the enclorure to 
your letter ie returned herewith. 

Mr. Joae M. Plaza, 
6860 - lOSth Street, 
Forest Hills, 
Long Island, New York. 

Enclow.res. 
EBT:inp 3/16/45 

Very truly rours, 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
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The Secretary 
War Refugee Board 
Washi.ngton1 tl.o. 

Februacy-_;7/45::. 
6860-108th St 

Forest Hillf1:;1.orig 
N~Y.Co 

Dear Sir, 
I'.1 reciresentation of the promoting-unit of the 

11 Compaf!£'a Ecuatoriana de Colonizacion11 ,aponeored by the 
Ministry of Economics of Ecuador,I am brir:j.ng to your no
tice a brief eiotch of the nature and purpose of the above
:::.e::': :.··' , .·,_,~·.:. -. · · .. 11ith the request that you kindly 
f1irnish -such information as you may deem pertinent to the 
svb~ect:in so far ae the 11 '.Var Refugeo Board 11 may be concerned. 

1'he 11 Cotn!"afl!'a Ecuatoriana etc. 11 ie to be formed for 
the ;mrp::-ee of bringing to realization a coherent and techni
caly pler.:1"ld project for the eettlemento di! inmigrante in Ecua
dor. The Gove~:1:D<"nt of Ecuador, profiting from past experience 
of the failure of un-planned colnnization,is !loonsorLng the oro-
jecto . \ -

The 11 '.;or:;rian:!'.a 11 hes been granted what may be termed an op
timal :1riority on all unsett1~d lands in Ecuador,which gives 
it the right to sel(!<:t the zones beet suited to i te putpoee. 

'."ithin theee zonos,the "companfa" is to establish "colo
nization centore": constituted by a central "comunal unit 11 and 
eurrounding,pronerly surveyed,clearod and lottedJ plots of ade
cuate ai?e for aericultrual exnloitation by the inmigranta. 

The 11 comunel unit 11 shall be provided with all basic faci.:. 
litlee such ae1commun'.catjon,sanitation,echooling,recreation, 
power,experimental atation,~eneral stores,etc. 

Upon the completion of the basic work pertinent to such 
a ,~lan,the 11 Compan:!'.a 11 br1nge in tho inmigrante and settles theni 
in the 11 colonizsti on centers" by the sale of lots at a low price 
and with adequate facilites of payment. 

The land is originaly granted free to the 11 Compan!a" but 
the Government aoouiree domain over the public utilities and 
establishments of the•:oentral'_~aomunal unit11 o 

The total project is eubject~eneral governmental gui6ance
policy,but the "compan!a" exercieee techiltical and adm~nistrative 
euperviejcn over eavh 11 coniler of colonization" until full pay-
ment of the lots. . 

( The realization of the plan calls for large scale financial 
) backing,and this backing is being sought in the UoSo 

I 
The financial backers to retain mortgage of the total of each 
"colonization center" pending the full· pay. ment of their invest- · 
:nent,, on which, an agreed interest-rate muet be payed by the 11 0om
pafi!a11. The financial back..,re also to share fully the techid1oal" 
supervision over the planning,realization and adminstration of '.!> 

, the project until full payment of the investmenLby the"Oompa-
~!a" •. . . . 
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be contacted 7 
Any additional in:·ormation would be warmly appreciated, as would a 
peraonal interview be welcomed if thought of interest by the Boardo 

O~rdialuour~~. ~· .. - /'~ 
-~ z~/--r-

c:~-- / Joe~ M Plaza 'r{!____.-

Kindly ret:µrn th~ <'lncloeed credential. 

-------....~~---- --------
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