


Déar Mr, Plaza:

I have your letter of February 27, and its enclosure,
concerning a proposel to establish "colonization centers" for
immigrents to Ecuador. ’

While the plan outlined in your letter promises to be
a worthwhile project, the terme of reference of the War Refugee
Board are such that it is not in a position to undertake active
participation in e progrem of this type, It is poselble that
the plan ¥ill be of interest to the Intergowernmental Committee
on Refugees, and you mey wish to write to Miss Martha Biehle,
the American Resident Representative of the Committee, whos
address is 1344 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D. G, .

I an sorry that I cannot advige you as to investment -
"firme to be approached in this' connection. ks to immigration
orgenizatione to be contacted » come of the agencles named in

the enclosed list may be in a position to be of help in this
matter, ' :

' In accordence with your raquest, the encioéure to
your letter ie returned herewlith, REE

‘ ' Very truly yours,
| (93 pnad) Wi 111am 0 DEy6E

¥illiam O'Dwyer
Executive Diveector

Hr, Jogse ¥, Plaza,
6860 ~ 108th Strest, R S
Porest Hills, , . L
Long Island, New York, . : i
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The Becretary
War Refuges Bbard ) . . R
Washington,D.C, R ’ R Forest Hilla*Long Ta.
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No¥o0a:

Desr 2ir,
Ia reoresentation of the promotinguunit of the
Compafifa Ecuatoriana de Colonizacion",sponsored by the
Ministry of Economics of Ecuedor,I am bringng to your nos -
tice a brief sketch of the nature and purpose of the above=

LM}

smentl o ned (rgevice’T 0 with the request that you kindly

furnish -such informeation as you may deem pertinent to the -
subjectiin so far as the "War Refugfee Board" mey be concerned.
The "Compafife Ecustoriana ste." is to ba formed for
the purpcae of bringing to reddization a coherent and techni-
caly plernsd project for the settlemento 68 inmigrants in Ecua=
doro. The Goverament of IZcuador,profiting from past experience
of the feilure of uneplanned colonization,is sponsorigg the pro=
jecto

The “Zorpefifa" hae been granted what may be termed an op=
tisnal nriority on all unsettlsd lands in Ecuador,which gives
it the right to select the zones best suited to ite pubpose,

¥ithin these zones;the "Compafifa" is tc establish "colo=
nization centers®: constituted by a centrsl "comunal unit® and
surrounding,pronerly surveyed,cleared and lotted,plote of ade-
cuate 917~ for agricultrual exnloitaticn by the inmigrants.

The "comunal unit" ehall be provided with all bagic faci-
lities such asicommunication,sanitation,schooling;recreation,
power,;experimental station,general storse;etc.

Upon the completion of the basic work pertinent to such
a «lan,the "Gompafifal brings in the inmigrante and settles them
in the "colonization centers" by the sale of lots at a low price
and with adequate facilites of payment.

The land is originaly granted free to the "Compafifa® but
the Government acauires domain over the public utilities and
sstablishments of the:uentral‘“?omunal unit!,

The total project is aubgectﬂgeneral governmental guifance=-
policy,but the ”Compaﬁfa exercises techhfical and administrative
supervisicn over eash "cohber of colonization" until full pay~
ment of the lots.

The realization of the plan calls for large acale finnncialr
backing,and this backing is being sought in the U.So
The financial backera to retain mortgage of the total of each i
"colonization center" pending the full payment of their invest-
ment, on which, an agreed interest-rate must be payed by the "Com-
vafifa’ . The financial backers also to share fully the techhhoal
supervision over the planning,realization and adminstration of

A,
the project until full payment of the invcstment by the”compa- ®




- The- inf‘ormation reforred to at the beg-i‘ﬁihg,_

following questionss. :
To what extent and of what"ggturq,wouldmhbﬁ JAnte

"#ar Refuges Board" be in sugh. & .8 _projectyif any? . :

T Which would be the more advisable 1nveetment—firma to be con=

tacted in reference with such a project? -

Which would be the more advisable inmigration-organizations to

be contacted? T

Any additional rnlormatlon would be warmly appreciated a8 would a

personal interview be welcomed if thought of - intereat by ‘the. Boardo -
Cordialy/you

re,
o )/ José M PlaZza tgéi;%ﬁjz//éff?7

Aindly return the enclosed credentia].
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