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Dear ¥r, Irey: i
There are attached hereto one newspaper clipping and one |
translation of an editorial appearing in the Jewish’ Daily ]
Courier, February 24, 1944. }
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Senator Hagn‘r. Chairman of the Ameritan Palestine Gommlttce, announcpdtthqtf.

LA
favor of resettling Nezi-persecuted Jews in Palestine,

. “ - R . 7 IR
& conference will be held here March 9 #to modbilize Amerigan Christian segﬁiment”’iq‘
The conference, Wagner said, will discuss problems "created by 10 years of Naz; :
persecution end by the virtual 6losing of the doors of Palegtine by the Brfcish"‘

White Paper of 1939" which calle for cessation of Jew{gh entry into Palestine aftey
March 31,

'ASHIN&TON CITY NEWS SERVICE o ¥
February 25, 1944 L " ‘ o
1:35 P.M, 7 ‘
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Kr, Elmer L. Irey,
Assistant to the Secretary,
109 Treasury Building,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Ur, Irey:

There are attached hereto translations of four articles
appearing in Forwards and the Daily Jewish Courier of February

21, 1944.
Very truly yours,
. PU/MA v '
Special Agent in Charge,
Enclosures: : . '
Copies of four g . T T |

newspaper articles.
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Jeuigh orning Journsl

DIRZCTGR OF WAR REIFUGEZS BOARD DESCRIBES TO REPRESENTATIVE -
(F JB{ISH MORNING JOURNAL HOY RESGUE WORK IS BEING ORGANIZED

i
¥
4
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h
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by M. Frank, Weshington Gorrespondent: .
of Jewish Morning Jourmal _ . . .. ... o0

b i e

Yr. Frank relates the-friéndly manner in which Mr. Pehle nedeived~him4andfhis5§6¥&ilédf*ftL
ansyers to questions nosed. He writes: T Bt S AURPR o

With reference to the*Worx and aim of the War Refugee Board, Mr. Pehle declared ‘that

it will keep within the frawework of the eXecutive order as outlined by President . .}
Roosevelt when he established the Board on the 28nd of January -of this year, ‘He then s « .}
produced & copy of the order andg underlined the following: Lo

"It is the policy of tuis government to teke all weasures within its power'j- K
t0 rescue the victins of eneay oppression who are in imminent danger of .desth’

end otherwige 1o afford such victims all posgsible relief and assistance con- .
sistent with the successful prosecution of the war", S

fihen asked to elaborate on this paragrapn, Hr. Penhle remarked:

The Wiar Refugee Board will pot be a directly operative organization that ig, It willo oo o
not daar rescue directly the victims of Nazi-occupied Burope. It will, howevery help & .
facilitate relief and rescue work of various private xmd as well as internationdl . &t v
orgenizations and bodies. By private agencies, Mr. Pehle said, he means thoge that - .0 0
are not zovernuentel agencies. The J.D.C. is a drivate organization although it is i
wholly subsidizea by funds collected from the nuvlic. The Board will help such organi= .

zations in various ways for instance: to aid transuit fuuds for direct aid to the =
victims, to obtain for them the necessary government permits to continue with>and‘éx+
tend their activities, so that there should be no obstacles on the part of the govern= . :
ment itself, to facilitate the movement of persons in occupied countries 80 that they '

should have no difficulty in getting out of those countries and in general do.eVerys -

thing possible so that the work of the organizations will be conducted smoothly and

- aWiftly. - . : S

In order to carry thig out in the best and quickest possible manner, the:Board will not.
1i0it itself to the small staff in Vashington, but will also have special repregontativea
in the most important neutral countries, esvecially in Spain, Turkey countries through =
which a large number of victims is expected to be rescued. : T R

e i e 1

However, thia is not all. The iar Refuzesc Board ig very wmuch: intereuted -in tho unders .
ground movements of the ‘Buropean countries through which it hopes to achieve certain = |
results. At this point Mr. Penhle spoke guardedly seking me to mention it only din-a v Coc
general way., I therefore wisn to emphasize ohly the following: Rfferts will be made " U
undoubtedly to get in touch with thé underground movements,in one wey or another, %m-." b i
draving thesm into the work. How, who, and what cennot be disclosed at this time for, .- }
obvious reasons. The Board will make use of every possible contact Auericen orgenize-.
tiopns nhave witn the underground moveuents. Here Mr. Pehle montioned no an exanple the.
Jewish Labor Qomsittee which does have such contact. The Jowish Labor Oomnittee hog al- -
roady offered its full.cooperation in tiais field and the Board vill utilize 1% when. the™ |
opportunity presents itself. In gemerel, the work with the underground movementg’Willk .
be conducted quietly and secretively. it

Mr. Pehle wants it to be emphasizod that the Board will not merely utilizo the activie

ties and fecilities of this or that organtation but mixn those of Jewigh dnd non“Joewigh -
ag well. The fact is that the Board has already sent out invitations to 90 orgagizat4ona(




2.

Jewish and non-Fewish doing relief work of such a nature; inquiring whether they - ' .
ere willing and ready to codperate with the i{ar Refugee Board. This: work will not o
ve limited, therefore, to particulsar bodies. It is understeod; ‘however,” that:thosa, :
orgenizations possessing grester experience sud financial means as well ag better: . -
contect witn the victims theaselves aud the underground moveiments will receive & ..... .
s “reater degree of cooveration from the Refugee Beard and their pacilities and: aon~

[,

tscts will be utilized more ofteu.

In reply to my question sbout the reletionship and the division of work -between . the =
Refugee Board and other sovernaent agencies suéh as the UNRRA, the Intergovernmental -
nomnittee and others, Mr. Penle answered that he sees no difficulties or specific
obstacles. UNRRA, he emphasized, was created to do direct relief and reconstriction '
work in areas freed from the enemy while the Refugee Board was created with the gole .
purnase of helping to rescue people from occupied territory. Should the Board see

any specific wey in wpicnh UHRRA can pe helpful, it will definitely turn to it fér g
nelp and shouid the Board be able to aid UNRRA with certain information, it certainly
wi1l not refuse to do so. In general, it has not been clearly worked out where thes
w0 agencies part ways in their work but sccording %o Mr. Penle/¢, he expects ‘the
fullest cooperation. He did not wish to dwell on tne Intergovernmental Qommititee but
from the few words he dropoed and from what he intimated I got the impression that

our zovernment is disappointed with the results of this international committee up
tili now. Tae trutn of tne matter is that we would not have had a War Refugee Board
48d tris comaittee functioned properly bringing about proper results. :

As to financinz tne work of the Board Mr. Pehle explained that this question has not -
veen clearly defined as yet. Considersble sums of money have been offered by private
orga.izations which %iil be utilized wherever possible apd advisable. However, some
are of tne opinion thet tne Board ghould turn to Congress with a request for a special
approoriation for its work. It is not definite whether the Board will want to do it,
for several reasons: First of all there is the danger that by bringing this problem
to Congress a political gestion night be inwlved and the entire matter may become a B
»oliticel issue; secondly, ebstacles might be made which might impede the rescué work
and thirdly, many organizations,x¥Eyxrimer:it such as the J«D.C. and others, are
against it cecause they do not want to drag in political issues and because they feel
thet witihout government funds they wiil have a freer hand. At any rate, & the problem.
hes not been solved as yet and as lYr. Pehle expressed himgelf, it is a “hot qiestiont.
r is C ’ .
Ve furtuner asked hiiﬁ inat Wxz the Board planning to do with the rescued Jews. Will .
it help them, for instance, reach @rétz Israel so that they can establish themselves -
there? Mr. Pehle's reply was that the Board is only interested in finding g -temporary
haven of refuge for the rescued Jews, what will happen to then later:is beyond the '
framework of its activity.
to Eretz Isramel through Turkey, it will be done, but to congider Eretz Israel. 68 the‘ .
sole haven of rofuge is out of tne question. In most cases the rewcued peopbe will
be taken to special camps built in places adjacent to murope. One camp, he mentioned,
is already in existence in Morth Africa, not far from Casablanco. Othor places in
south Africe such as Angola, for instance, or in Letin American countries, Mr. Pehle
declared, were not even considered because they are too far from Burope.

In ansver to the question whether other countires will perticipate in the vork. of the
Yar Refugee Board, Mr., Penlo renlied thot so far the work was undertaken by Americd -
only.

bttt A i o

If there should be & poseibility, for instance, to get Jews . -

If other countries should went to Jjoin in this work, ho seos no reason whﬁ{;i@;;jﬁ*
should be imvossible; at present, however, the attitude of other countries ie.noﬁ’clegg. :




When I took leave of lMr. Pelile he asked me to convey through ‘tl:e J‘ewiqh ibfiﬁin
the folloving 1essage 10 Aztlerican Jewry: e

"The Ausrican governdent knows and m:xierstands the sentiments of American Jews dn the '
great Risfortuns taat befell Duropean Jewry. We therefore wish 1o mekKe it oleaithat
the der Refugee Board is very earnest end sincers about carrying out the task: m\trusted
to it. Tae Board will nverlook no oprortunities to carry out the policy as stated end’
impliee in the President's order. The Board Aceds everyone's-aid-and- cocperation-‘m in
Tuis gifficuit tasx".

Ei

e rest of tne article is devwoted to a tiographical sketch of Mr. Pehle.
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‘Leave Nazi I)omain

f, Barcelona, JanM19 (9).—A spe
cclal “train ecarryving ~ 371  Jewish
{retugeea from northern ‘‘France,
‘1 Germany ~and  other ::countries
:under. Nazl -occupation lelt. todey.| -
:ten youte: for Cadlz, where the ’ -
Jretugecs.will hoard a_Portuguese-] - - I B S
ebnttercd ship for Palestine,: /7' . - . L
‘The refugees were supported by t D
’!he Ammerican: Jewish Refigea ors. 1
il ganlzation . while - in - Barcelona} . . .
i awalting arrangempnu-».ta—go to . R
Palesﬂno as sottlers, . N . e
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HEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES
/ R
Developments jin Connection with Jéwish Refugees in Furope .

(Summag}es from News Items found in the’
) New York Times 1942 and 1943)

September 2, 1942

Since the outbreak of the war American Jews, through the
Joint Distribution Committee, supplied relief for 3 million per-
sons overseas. The Joint Distribution Cammittee provided for the
emigration of 93,000 refugess from Europe to North and South
America and to Palestine; medical aid to 600,000 Polish-Jowish -
refugees in Asiatic Russia; relief for 60,000 refugee Jews in unoc=
cupied France; assistance for the integration of 123,000 refugees
in 18 South American countries, and to persons in need in Noirth
Africa, Switzerland, Sweden, Portugal, Spain, and other neutral
countries, :

The Natfonal Refugee Service extended assistance-to 31,800
refugees, arranged for 17,000 job placements, resettled 10,200
refugees, provided retraining for 1,900 persons and loans to 4,000
to enable them to became self-sustaining, b2 :

February 7, 1943

Sholem Aséh writes that ghettos of Poland have become a dump-
ing ground and a clearing house for all Jewry in Nazi~dominated
Europe. The Jews of estern Europe, who are used to cultural sur-
roundings, are torn away from their homes. Victins are transported
to Poland likejcattle in sealed, unventilated, limed freight cars
which are death traps. Those who survive become human waste to be
thrown into mass slaughter-houses which the Nazis have ereated for
all Jews. These houses of death consist of gas chambers and blood
poisoning stations. Steam shovels prepare community graves for the
victims. The population of the Varsaw ghetto into which 500,000
Jews were driven was reduced by September 1942 to 120,000, in-
October to only 40,000 as proved by the nunber of food cards issued,

The ghetto of Inﬁ&in, organized by the concentration of Jews
fram outlying districts, was also populated with Jews from Germany,
This ghetto has ceased to exist, all inhabitants having boen liqui~
dated. Many famous Jewish towns in Poland and in occupled areas
of Soviet Russia are now proudly acclaimed by the German press as
"Judenrein" (free of Jews)e L .

th;;érs'rjl?s 1944 Lo
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Report by Dr. Joseph J, Sch\va%tz on the ‘rei\ig‘eé"éit\)dﬁj;éh.‘_ SRS s

France: Before Hitler's seizure of the unoocupied part, - ... B R
refugees were rounded up in large numbers in their homes in both
occupied and unoccupied zones for deportation to Eastern Iuropa.
To avoid deportation thousands fled to Switzerland and Spain. -
This situation was intensified when the Nazis marched into the
southern part of France. The number of Jews who escaped from

. France since the summer of 1942 is estimated at 12,000.

Switzerland: More than one-half of these French refugees
escaped into Switzerland. The Joint Distribution Committee makes
a monthly grant for refugees in Switzerland of $60,000.

Spain: The number of refugees in Spain is estimated to be
approximately the same as in Switzerland, growing daily at 100 to
150 persons. MNo refugees were turned back fram Spain but many
were imprisoned, Many refugees have been released from prison on
the guarantee by the Joint Distribution Committee that it would 8
maintain them, The committee's relief program for Spain called for 3
$67,000 a month, : :

North Africa: The number of native Jews in Algeria and French
Morocco is reported to be 300,000; the nunber of Jewish refugeas
is estimated at about 10,000 to 12,000.

Dr. Schwartz stated that a special program was being worked out
for svacuption of children. Plans had been made to rescue large
numbers of children from unoccupied France when Hitler marched in on -
November 11, :

February 10, 1943 ° - _ o

Assistance was provided for 750,000 refugees since Hitler's - : :
advent to power in 1933, o ' _

1. The Joint Distribution Committee made possible emigra- o S
“tion of 260,000 refugees from Lurope to the Western ER
Hemisphere and to Palsstine.

2+ Roughly 125,000 emigrants have been settled in Central o
and South American countries with the aid of the Jodntpy o e
Distribution Committee. , - Ce

]
1 ]




& e o
Division ‘of Menetary
Research . -

3. During the Hitler decade 305,000 refugees from Europe
enigrated to Palestine with the help of the United
Palestine Appeal,

4e A_major portion of the 250,000 rafugees oft'all creads
who entered the United States since 1933 received )

financial assistance from the National Refugee Ser-
vice. Through the National Refugee Service 19, 150 Job
placements and 5,000 professional placements were made -
for emigres in the United States, while 14,200 refu-~
gees were removed from crowded ports of entry 10 inland
comminities in the United States.

February 14, 1943

Pamphlet, "Taﬁe of a City,"” published by dﬁI,contains informa-
tion based on confidential, official, and private sources, and eye-
witness accounts of Hazi atTOCltleS 1n Warsaw, No information is
available as to the mumber of Poles executed by the Nazis. Mass
shootings take place regularly at Palmiry, near Wbrsaw, where 20 per-
sons at a time are lined up between deep trenches and shots,

In the first half of 1941, 8,000 persons were boxn in Warsaw,
but 21,800 died, In the first 8 months of 1941 typhus took a toll
of 5,992 persons compared with only 23 in 1938,

Feoruary 14, 1943

European representatives of World Jewish Congress report that in
one place in Poland 6,000 Jews are killed daily, Jews are confined
in 55 oheﬁ%os, some in the larger towns, some in smaller towns that
have been transformed into ghettos, -

According to reports from FHwnania 130,000 Rumanian Jews have been .

transported to Transdniestria in the fall of 1941, and 6,000 in.the
summer of 1942, Of the deportees 60,000 were reported to be dead and~

70,000 are expacted to die as a result of conditions under which they
live .

February 25, 1943

0f 90,000 Jews who lived in Bohemia and Moravia before the Nazi
occupation of this area, some 10,000 are locked up in the Terezin
Fortress and more than 62,000 have been deported to East Poland, . The -
remalntng 18,000 live under huniliating, indasczibable conditionéo '

Y
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February 25, 1943

Yoshe Shdrtok, Chief of the Political Departmont of the Jowish

Agency for Palestine, expressed the opinion that, without . disrup-
tion of the economy, Palestine could absorb 2 million Jews over-a
period of 5 to 10 years, but this would necessitate additional
capital for industrial and agricultural expansion.

Yarch 24, 1943

pulgaria deports Jews to Germany, According to an official
report from Sofia, the first 10,000 of an estimated 40,000 eventual
aeportees had arrived in Cermany from Bulgaria, Roughly ong-half
of the deported Bulgarian Jews were to be employed in agriculturs
in Germany, one-fourth as semi-skilled laborers in war industries,

tne remaining one-fourth was to be transported to German-occcupied
Poland.

Yaren 31, 1943

Dr. Stephen S, Wise asserts that Nazi atrocities have taken a
toll of rore than 2 million Jewish men, women, and children,

October 3, 1943

Sweden offers asylum to some 7,000 Jews arrested by the Gestapo
in Denmark on September 20, on the occasion of the Jewish New Year.

Walter W, Ostrow 4,
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JEWS I¥ THE WORLD, HY COUNTRIES

The Anerican Jowish Comniitee estimated the Jewish populatiomof - - i
¢ i the world in 1939, as follows: o T R RN I ey
A o mum N
Torld total 5.7
Europe 9.0
Asia 8
i The Americas 53
The distribuidon by enexy-occupded countries in Europe was as
| followss - \v:‘\\
' Country Jows :
Poland and Dansig 3,125,000
Roumanig 900,000 «
Hungary 445,000
Csechonlovakia 357,000
France . 240,000
Germany 240,000
Austria 392,000
Hetherlands 157,000
Lithuanis 155,000
Latvia - 94,000
Oreoce 73,000
Jugoslavia 69,000
4 Belglum 60,000
Bulgtr:l: 49,000
Italy and Albania 48,000
Denmark ~ 6,000
Estonds 5,000
Luxembourg 3,000
Finland , 2,000
Norwsy 1,500
A sumsiary of the principal changes in the Jewish population
of these countries is being prepared and will be sent to you .
shortly. . :
] ) -
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Mr. E. L. Irey, o N
Chief Coordinator, DERRR
Treasury Enforcement Agencies,

Room 109 Treasury Building,

Washington, D. C

Dear Mr. Irey: * \
There is aftached hereto translation of an article

appearing in Forwards of December 30, 1944.

Very truly yours,

&
Specla Agent in, Charge.

Enclosure:
Translation.




FORWARDS 12-30-4l;

Horkeérs Gonmittee Appeals to the Ameriééh Govefhment?tbf
y R

Rescue Jews in Belgium.

The Jewish survivors in Belium are in fear of their safety on = =+ -
account of the present Nazi offensive, The Jewish Workers Committee-have -
received reports that the Belgian leaders and the Nazis are taking out” B
their revenge on the Jews who are still to be found in the Belgian :
regions which the Nazis are recapturing, The brutalities of the Nazis:

is now greater than before,

The Jewish Yorkers' Committee has turned over their reports which .
they have received to the American Government, to Secretary of War
Stimson, to The Refugee Board, and also to Fresident Roosevelt, In its
appeal, the Jewish Workers!' Committee's message is as follows:

"ile are unsasy about the safety of the remaining Jewish
survivors in Belgium and Luxembourg, Steps must be taken to help .
the last remnants of the Jewish people., Vie ask that this be done in
time. The help must not come too late. In ‘the moment when the =

that we will defeat our enemies, we still can not forget the
terrible plight which the small remaining group of survivors of our
old and great people find themselves in,

N "The Jewish Workers' Committee desires that it be made
p8ssible for the groups of Luxembourg and Belgian Jewish survivors
to be shipped further inland, :

"In connection with the appeal of the Jewish Workers!
Committee to the American Government, news was today received
from iaskington that the War Refugee Board has already taken
steps to rescue the Jews from Belgium and Luxembourg, "

- o e e
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May 18, 1944

Mr, David White
Administrative Assistant
War Refugee Board
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. White:

/ .
The enclosed translation in condensed
form has been made from an article entitled "The

Ufited States takes over the complete work of saving
the Jews from Nazi countries" in the New York "Jew—;u

ish Daily Forward" of April 30, 1944.

The translation contains all essential
points in reference to the work of, the War Refugee
Board presented in the other six Yiddish items which
are herewith being returned. : ) '

I will relterate what I told you over
the telephone that the verbiage is rather dense and
the articles replete with repetition. '

For the Librarian of Congress, -

Voii/jzg/.
Miyor B,
Assistant~-in~Charge,

( 10 encl.)
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. to save the Jews from Nazi hande. Almost a millioﬁir

THE UNITED STATES TAKES OVER THE COMPLETE WORK OF

| 'saviNe THE ngs'pnon;naz:Vddﬂﬁfﬁiggnjfgg\ e

~ "The Nazi occupation of Hungary has ‘opened’the
eyes of many to the fact that nothing has been a
Jows reside in Hungary. The Hungarian Government .-
was prepared to evacuate hundreds of thousands of

thenm, Bﬁt;gqtbingnga“dqnc,togtqke*tha'JQ!;;Out¢"‘“'

It 18 now latesss © i et
««sThe inactivity of thq“Intergovermentﬁl:Cpmmipgpg” - "j§

for Refugees'led President Rqosevelt*tc'givgfpéﬂhi
"Evisn baby" as of no account. He oreated the"wa
Refugee Board,"and this time without English par

nership; this time as a surprise to Englande s

A

The results were sonn manifest. The American -

"War Refugee Board"took itself to work in a pure Amer=
lcan way, Ships began to ply between Constanzs snd
Turkey; and from there to Palestine: Visa diffi.
culties were overcome in neutral countries, Franco's
Spain reminded itself that the Spanish Jews in "
Greece and Yugoslavia were of Spanish extraction, and
brought thenm back to Spain through Germany on Spsn-
ish passports. From Transnistria 40 thousand Bessae
rabian and Bukhowine Jews were transported to Rous=
mania ‘with the idea that they be slowly evacuated '

PY .

from that country.

These affd other similar steps which the youngf_:\;
"War ‘Refugee Board" attained in the few weeks of its

oxistence, did not pass unnoticed by the "Foreign' . - |

GEIGaT Th Hagtang. oo oTien Y the Trorelan
The 4sgue has now olarified Ltself to the extent

that the "Intergovernmental Committee" will engage
principally in helping the stateless rsturn to. their
respective homelands. This is & job to be performed
aftor the war., In the present immediate work- the.
work. to save the Jews from the Balkan countnies, -this
Committee wil) not participate; this work will be '
left for the "War Refugee Board,": :

_ This new situatidn orystallizes the whole question <« .

of resoue works It is now clear that the work of




ke

saving the Jews from the Nazi countrles falls enw -
tirely upon the United States, with England withe
drawing from the srens. Why England steps aside 15 .
not difficult to conceive. The only land where Jew. .°
ish vietims could save themselves 1s Palestine, and -
England does not find it feasible to participate in .
a work that entails a wide opening of the gates for -
JO'SQ o N - :

The American Government, in order to save England
from embarrrassment on the Palestinian question, must
accept the status quo of the present English policy
on rescus work, and must seek other places, outside
of Palestine, for Jewish refugees. ..

To admit Jewish refugees from Europe to "free ports" °

on American soil, to live until after the war, does

not mean admission to the United States as immigraﬁts{t’

It appears(at this point) that the real 1ssue is to
bring to life again the guestion of opening the
American "Virgin Islands' as a temporary home for
Jewish refugees,

+esThe Virgin Islands stands difectly under the
administration of the Department of the Interior.
The State Department has no Jurisdiction over the
islands. It 1s also well known that Mr. Ickes and
the inhabltatits of the Virgin Islands are heartily.
in accord with such a step.

»++This project has many adherents in Washington;
also because the refugees, although on American soll,
are s8till not in the United States, -

¥

sselt Would naturally have been much bdtter 1f the
refugees were permitted to enter the United States :
on the same basis as other immigrants, Since the immie«
gration quote has not been filled for several years,
there would not have been diffienlt leglislation to
overcome in order to permit tens of thousends of
European Jews to enter the Unlted States under the
present existing quota.

sss0ne of the members of the "Wap Refugee Boara'
who has. shown the way to save Jews from Nagi counw
tries-and has actually saved sevenral thousand- 1s
the young Ira Hirschmann. He was in Turkey but a o
few months and accomplished more in that short period-
of time than the whole "Intergovernmental Committée
for Refugees| had done during its entipe existence.

. X




Turkey has been persistently adamant-in’its=attisj;f~ I
tude towards refugees and has been unwilling to resocue . - B A
Jews from Nazi countries. She has kept her doors sem B
curely closed to those already rescued, P

Hirschmann has changed this attitude, He has bheen .
successful.in influencing the officials of the Ture
kish“Government to the extent of sctive participation
in refugee worke. And now Turkish ships,~as ships of
§ neutral country, pass to the shores of Roumanis and
take aboard hundreds of Roumanian and Hungarian Jews,
wjo later debark at Turkish ports, and from there
board trains bound for Palestine by the way of Syria.

Encouraged by the success of Ira Hirschmann, the
"War Refugee Board" is now sending two special ree
presentetives to Sweden and Switzepland, '

Well deserved praise for the impetus injected ine
to the refugee work must be given to the director
of the "War Refugee Board", John W. Pehle. He is a
young Washington official who takes most earnestly
the work of saving the Jews from Nazi hands. He
thinks of this problem, not only during office hours,
but in all of his free moments during the day and
night,.,.,

One cannot go into details what the "War Refugee
Committee" intends to doc... One fact can certainly
be disclosed here: the'War Refugee Board" 1s in oon=
stant touch with al1l worthy Jewish organizations in
the United States... The Board knows who is who in
Jewish work and will not be mislead by troublemakers :
who represent no one, B

The big problem confronting the "war Refugee Bosra"
at this moment is not only the saving of Jews from
the Balken countries through Turkey, but also the -
saving of 5000 Jewish children from occupled Franoce,
The American Government is desirous of permitting
entry of these children without extra formalities, = . :
They must be brought together and then taken to i
Spain. At present they are spread far and wide !
throughout France in non=-Jewigh homes and institu~ o
tions, so that they be saved from deportation to Pow
land. The difficulty in gotting the ohildren out of SR
France to 8pain 1s due to the Gestapo. The Gestapo PRI
will not permit their leaving France; secondly, the : !
Gestapo ddve not know that the children are Jewish, .




fug 1s confronted iith’théif; g
same identical problem in Bulgaria where faveral thoue
sand Jewish children are confined, . : ‘ :

- " Thers ape many plans
the "wapr Refugee Boarg"

difficulty is with the

the countries ¥ishing to aid the Jews to escape,
such as Roumania, Hungary ang Bul

"War Refugee Board" which i Prepared to fing o s
* haven for thepy in other lands,*
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Koy 9, 1944
Daily Jevish Courter, Inoc, ,
1214 South Haleted Stroet ) : i
Chiocage, Illinole :
Doar Siras
¥We are greatly in need of two coplens of
each of the newspapers 1isted helew, and would
appreciats your sending them to us as soon as
possible, together with bill for eanme, i
Podruary 21, 1944 , ' »
Tedruary 24, 1944 . A S
Narch 23, 1944 (wo,59) :
March 27, 1944 .;
March 30, 1944 : B
April 12, 1944
April 16. 1944 (Sonday)
April 19, 1944
Pleass_send those papers %o War Rofbseo S
Board, Room 38'!}. Main Treasury Bullding, N
'ﬂﬂm. , C. o A B
¥ Sinoeroly yours, S
David Vhite - K
Adninistrative Asu!.etant. '
" E )
A y
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27 Sxtr AVENUE Brookrxn 17, N Y. - S'rxnuucs-zsol

PusLisEED BY FieLp PUBLICATIONS

| J

SEPIVE. CENTS. S C

Nay "&th, 1944

Mr, Bavid “hite

2422 Hotel Lincoln

S8th Averue and A4th Street
Hew York City

Dear 1, “hite:
¢ ’ At the;p\equest of Mi

Czndle I am enclosing & copy of &M/For hpril 24th;
1944.

S:?yerely Z;y§;7

Sect® ., to Albert Deutsch




Kay Sth, 1944,

Spectal Report to the Jewish Joursal from 8, Nandell,

"A door has been opened for the rum “..““_:h w.m R
first ehips of refugess have already arrived in Turkey on their

way to Palestine, The next transport will have 5,000 Jewish =

This chesring news was given at a special oonference with the

Jewish press at the Lotus Glub by Ira A, Hirschwann who has reseatly

raturned from Turkey exesuting sn important migsion for the Way
Refuges Board, . : we : :

Nr; Hirschmann told the newsmen of a number of eonfidential Eﬁingl

about the score and methods of the rescus work which is being dome

and he expressed his hope that this activity will be widened more
and more, : N

"The edministration of President Roosevelt has done a marvelous :
Job,sthig My, Hirschmann esphasised,-the War Refugee Board has besn
& great and effective instrument for the rasous of the persesuted
end suffering Jews in Europes In addition Joln W, Pehle the .-
director of the Board who is heartily devoted; tha serxvices of

the Anbassador to Turkey are cutstanding, (Lawrence Steinbardt)
Anbassador has labored day and night with me in order to break
through a door which has been sealed with a thousend loocks to
prevent rescus work,"

Nr, Hirschmann contimued to give us details of his feverish efforts
to got at first permission from the Turkish Government to have the
refugees enter Turkey and then the complicated negotiations with
Bulgaris and Roumania to let the refugees out, = = -

Ira liirschmann received from President Roosevelt the hroadest
authority, This coupled with his high diplowatic status snablad
him to reach the highest authorities and to enrry through things
which were never dreamed of previously in this war. o :

In giving us the details of his work Mr, Irs Hirschwenn repeatedly
enphasised the way Jewish heart of Ambassador Steinhardt, who is
alvays very busy with the most iwportant probhlems of Ameriosn "
diplomoy and in spite of this he was frequently awakened in the
middle of the night in order to intervens with the Turkish authors
%.uu -oh%t the incoming ships containing refugees should rot
st # ) , o ,
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o pasple; the.repremeatativesor tiiaret jae Paleatise.
young - s the: repessa voR of the: Jev By WhO: axe
managing the: yescus work im Amu‘:and-:qunh:li.»‘r‘rhu«.m@thn?s& 7
leaders of the underground movement who restlessly seek ‘adl kinds -
of mothods to take cut as meny Jews as rossible from Hitleris -
Gehenna, - - Then he -started an outpour of . admivetion of 1khe: wondearfal
work-of ‘the: Joint Distribution: Committes,. .. i AR AR X

"The money for this work of vescue (Ira Hiwsehmann poid with; enthu~
siasn) is being supplied wostly by. the:Joint. : The sise: of . the:
mney-eostevire not being-taken into. conpideration,: no-price is

too high to rescue Jewizh lives, The Joint conducts its relief
work on an even, intelligent manner and has sarned the reputation
an the greatest privats rescus organisstion-in. the world,: The Joint

has_earned its prestige through :the Jours: ofy honest and. cconneleps::. 4

vork, If in.some caces the bame-of the: Jolnt:was: not mentioned,
there aust be a:reascn for it and: you can batithat the Joint is
behind ‘the work ith its finangial and moral suprort, If I would
remain now in this country, I would devote all, my encrgies to the
Joint as:this: is: the greatest. the most salid Jewish: orgenisa~
Sion for rescue.* s L 1

&*

As it is well known. the Joint received ite modpy:from the United
Jewish Appesl which expects to'cdllect this year $32,000,000 for:
the rescue work of the Joint, ths United Faleatine:A ~and -the
lltileWQBmiu.(- gy Lot et oo

Hirsohrenn spoke also with high ragard asbout the leadership of the
Joint and particularly about the chairman Paul Baerwald,

Zhe Jewa in T.apmigtria. It was very fascinating to get from I, H,
the information about his dering work in rescuing the 50,000 Jewn
in Transnistria that remained alive,

At the very beginning there were 179,000 Jews there from Roumania
but the health conditions in the oamps were 8o horrible that yeople
died like flies for two yeers, Thare were over 100,000 viotimg
due to this oondition, H. used his influence with the Roumanian
Government to give up this concentration camp and to permit the
Jows 1o settle in the lerger oities in Transnistria in order to
give them a better chance to find food and shelter as hidesoute
from the Nasis, ’

“"The Jews that remained slive in Transnistria, H, continued, wexe .
faced with sure death, If they would not have died from opidenios,
they would have found their deaths when tho Nasis retreated through
that seotion. No wiracles were oxpacted am nobody oould foresse
that the marshing Red Army would oocupy the territory in such a
short time and the Nasio would not have had even a chance for the

Y,

xass murders, From previous experiences I knew thnt, in avery olty

et
«
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and tom that was abandoned by the Nasi armien, they always fo\n\d
time in the last minutes to shoot the Jews with machine o
This the

reason why I saw fit to use all wy ponnuothn;ﬂa
Roumenian Government shall give up the concentration. campe,®

He also said "I am proud of this achievemant. I am convinced that
I rescusd these Jews from a sure and unavoidable death,®

At the closing, Mr, Hirschmenn aprealed with typical Jewish
patriotioc enthusiasm to the leading Jewish organisations in Awerios
that in thess tragic tiwes that our people are living through,«
all political differences should cease and all efforts shall be
concentrated on relief rescus,

"The immediate problem 1s" Hirschmenn exolaimed, "to get free
havens for the driven European Yefugees, I deliberated whethey I
MlnnininAhhnorooubaoktoAmneaunduumm
public to the proof that it is posaible to rescus men and women,
1 have decided to come here and I am glad of it, Now X hope that
the entire Americen people will support the idea of free havens
for refugees in order to save those that remained alive,"

L
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To I. M, Weinatéin,- translation of news item on front page 5/5/44‘~'
| Yay 5th, 1944, I
% "5000 Jewish cjildred are already being resocued aasufes Bifahhmaﬁf
i Bpecial Report to the Jewish Journal from 5. Mandell. '

* A door has been opened for the rescue of Jews in Burope, The first

ships of refugees have already arrived in Turkey on their way to . -
Palestine. The Next trahsport will have 5,000 Jeish children from
Roumania® o

This cheering news was given at a special conference with the Jewigh
press at the Lotus Club by Ira Am Hirschman who has recently returned
from Turkey executing an important mission for the War Refugee Board.

Mr. Hirschman told the newsmen of a number of confidential thihga '
about the scope and methods of the resome work which is being done
and he expressed his hope that this activity will be widened more
and more. :

"The administration of Pfesident Roosevelt has done a marveluos Jobe~
this Mr. Hirschman emphasized,- the War Refu.ee Bogrd has been a
great and effective instrument for the rescue of the persecuted and
suffering Jews in Europe. In zx addition John W. Pshle the director

of the Board whox is heartily dbvoted, tickwomimbimxiirwt the servides

of the Ambassador to Turkey are outstanding.( Lawrence Steinhart)
Ambassador has labored day and night with me in order to break thru
a door which has been sealed with a thousand l0cks to prevent rescue
work, "JMxxxi -

Mr. Hirschman continued to give us details of xhis feverish efforts

to get at first psrmiseion from the Turkish Govt, to have the refugees

enter Turkey and then the complicated negotiations with Bulgaria and
Roumania to let the refugees out, . '

Ira Hirschman recei&ed from President Roosevelt the'broadeat authority .

This coupled with his high diplomatic status enabled to reach the

highest authorities and to carry through things which were never -~ = =

dreamed of previously in this war,

In giving us the details of his work lMr. Ira Hirschman repéatedly

emphasized the warm Jewish heart of Ambassador 8teinhart, who is alway
very busy with the moet import,nt problems of Anericant’ diplomacye and ,
in spite of this he was frequently awgkened in the middle of. the night
in order to intervene with the Turkish authorities so that the inooming:

ships contdining refugees should not be gent baok. S

Ira Hirschman has spoken with admiration about the Pakbstine young
people, the representatives of the Jewsih Agency whox are managing -
_ the rescue work in Ankara and Istanbul., Those are the leaders of the
o underground movement who restlessly seek all kinds of methods to take
m out as many Jews a®s possible from Hitler's Gehenna :




JEWISH JOURNAL AND DAILY NEWS

NEW YORK CITY

euoNE CANAL 67200 - o ) i

page 2. to I, M. Weinstein -news report 5/5/44.

; Then he started an outpour of admiration of the wonderful work ofp
i the Joint Distribution Committee. w

*The money for this work of rescue(Ira Hirschman said with enthusiasm) .
is being supplied mostly by the Joint. The size of the momey costs are
not being taken into consideration, no prdce is too high to rescue .
Jewish lives., The Joint oconducts its relief work on an even, intelligen.’
mgnner and has earned the reputtation as the greatest Jrivate reacue '
organization in the world. The Joint has earned its prestige thru the
years of honest and ceaseless work. If in some cases the name of the -
Joint us not mentioned, there must be a reason for it and you can bet 8
that the Joint is behind the work with its f_nancial and moral suppoxrts |
If I would remain now in this country, I would devote all, my energies i
to the Joint as this is the greateat and the most wolid Jewish organi-
zation for rescue"”,

As it i1s well known the Joint received its only from the United Jewish
Appeal which expects to collsct this year $32,000,000 for the resaue
work of the Joint, the United Palestine Appeal and the National Refugse
Service. - ’

Hirschman spoke also with high regard about the leadership of the Joint i ;
pd particularly about the Chakiman Paul Baerwald, :

The Jews in Transistrig., It was very fascinating to get from I. H.
the information about his daring work in resocuing the 50,000 Jews, in
Transistria that remained alivse

At the very beginning there were 175,000 Jews there from Roumenia but
the health conditions in the camps were so horrible that people died
like fliesgfor two years., There were over 100,000 victims due to this
condition, H, used his influence with the Roumanian Govt. to give up
this concentration camp and to permit the Jews to settle in the larger
cities in Transist#ia, in order to give them a better chance to find
food and shelter as hide~outs from the Npzis.

“The Jews that remained alive in Transistria, H. oontinued; were faoed -
with sure death. If they would not have died from epldemias, they would
have found their deaths when the Nazis retreated thru that section, '
No miracles were expeoted as nobody oould forsee that the marching & :

* Red Army would occupy the territory in such a short time and the Nazis B
would not have had even a chance for the maps murders, From pPevious . o
experiences I kmew that in every oity and town that was abandoned by th SN
Nazi armies, they always found time in the last minutes to shoot the . . R
Jews with machine gune. This is the reason why I saw fit to use All - o
my powgrs 8o that the Roumanian Govt. shall give' up the ooncdntration
oamps . : _ . ,

He also said * I am proud of this achievement. I am convinced- that I'?
rescued these Jews from a sure and unavoidable death® )
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Spreking of his mission in Turkey, I. H. mentioned repreatedly sbout
the great assistance from the International Red Cross and from the P
Soviet Ambassador in Ankara, - Vinograd who as everyone knows is a Jaw,:

r
At the closing , Mr, H. appealed with typiocal Jewish patrioti¢ enthusia’
sm to the leading Jewish organizations in America that in these tragioc
times that our -people are living through,- all political differences
should cease and all efforts shall be concentrated on relief rescue,

' The immédiate psmblem is " Hirschman mxpkximskt emolaimed "Is to get
free havens for the drfvem FRuropean refugees, I deliberated whether

I shall remain in Ankara or come back to America and call on the pudblie
to the proof that it is possible to rescue men and women, I have decided
to come here and I am glad of it. Now I hope that the X entire American
Rspde people will support the idea of free havens for refugses in
order to Bave those that remained alive,®

page 3, translation of interview with I. A. Hirschman ib’I(*x}\!piﬁﬁtaila:
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To I. M. Weinstein,- translation of news item on tront page 6/5/“

} ¥ay Sth, 1944, BER.
*5000 Jewish cjildred are already being rescued a-auxéi"‘i:jltrm* '
Bpecial Bapoz;t to the Jewish Journal from S. Mandell. \

®* A door haa been opened for the rescue of Jewa in REurope, me ﬁrlt
ships of refugees have already arrived in Turkey on their way to. -
Palestine. The Next trahsport will have 5,000 Jeish chudron from-
Roumania®

This cheering news was given at a special conference \vtth the J‘ovith
press at the Lotus Clud by Ira Am Hirschman who has regently returned
from Turkey executing an important mission for the War Betugu Board.

Mr. Hirschman told the newsmen of a number of confidential things
about the scope and methods of the rescie work which is being done
and he expresssd his hope that this activity will be widened more
and more.

"The administration of Pfesident Roosevelt has done a mvoluon Jobe-

this Mr, Hirsohman emphasized,~ the War Refu ee Board has been a -‘i’:;

great and effective instrument for the rescue of the persecuted and
suffering Jews in Burope. In xm addition John W. Pehle the directox -

NEW YORK CITY : . : L H

of the Board whox is heartily davoted, tixtxcxstxiuxtiock the sexvices

of the Ambassador to Turkey are outstanding.( Lawrence Steinhart) :
Ambassador has labored day and night with me in order to break thm
a door which has been sealed with a thousand 16cks to prevent rescue
work."Rxxxit

¥r. Hirschman oontinusd t- give us details of xhis feverish efforts
to get at fixst pwrmission from the Turkish Govt. to have the refugees
enter Turkey and then the complicated negotiations with mlgaﬂ.u md
Roumania to let the refugees out.

Ira Hirschman received from President Roosevelt the broadout auﬁhority[

This coupled with his high diplomatic status enabled to reach the = -

highest authorities and to earry through things which were nour
dreamed of previously in this war.

In giving us the details of his work Mr. Ira Hirnohmm ropn.tedlt

emphasized the warm Jewish heart of Ambassador Steinhart, who is always i;}

v.ry busy with the most iuzport.nt problems of American diplomacys and
in spite of this he was frequently awakened in the middle of the night

in order to intervene with the Turkish authorities so that the 1ncom1ng .
ships contdining refugees should not be sent ba.ok. R : P

Ira Hirschman has spoken with admiration about the Pahonne young ‘ , *

people, the representatives of the Jewsih Agency whom are managing .
the rescue work in Ankars and Istanbul, Those are the leaders of the

underground movement who restlessly seek all kinde of mthoda to’ tako '.1;;.

out as many Jews as possible trom Hitlex's Gehonm
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page 2. to I. M. Weinstein -news report 5/5/44: |
Then he started an outpour of admiration of the wonderful work of
the Joint Distribution Committese ‘ AR

*The monsy for this work of rescus(Ira Hirsohman said wi;h enth\iéiaiu)"“ .

i1s being supplied mostly by the Joint, The size of ‘the momey costs are =
not being taken into consideration, no prdee is too high to rescue. .
Jewieh lives, The Jaint conducts its relief work on amn even, intelligen
mpnner and has earned the reputtation as the greatest jrivate rescue -
organization ify the world, The Joint has sarnad its prestige thru the
years of honest and ceaseless work. If in some gases the name of the .
Joint us not mentioned, there must be a reason for it and you can bat -
that the Joifiti is behind the work with its f nancial and moral supporte
If I would Yemain now in this aountry, I would devote all, my energies -
to the Joint as this 1s the greatest and the most wolid Jewish orgenis '
zgation for rescue®. : "

As it 18 well ¥nown the Joint received its only from the United Jewish
Appeal whigh expeots to collect this year $32,000,000 for the rescus
woTk of the Joint, the United Palestine Appeml ard the National Refugee.
Service. ‘ ;
Hirschman sppke also with high regard about the leadership of the Jeint
pd particularly apout the Chakxman Faul' Baerwald.

The Jews in rrggge gtrie. It was very fascinating to get from Xe Hs
he information pbout his daring work in reseuing the 50,000 Jews in
Transistria that /remained alive ' o

At the yéry beginning there were 175,000 Jews there from Roumania but
the hegdlth conditions in the camps wers :y horrible that people died
like iesgfor two years, There were over/ 100,000 victims due to this
condition. H, used his influence with theiRoumanian Govt. to give up
this concentyation camp and to p rmit thei:Jews to settle in the larger
cities in Transist#is, in order to give fliem a better chance to find
food and shelter as hide-outs from the Nazis. o '

| [N B ‘ o .
"The Jows ‘that remained alive in Tranai'str:a'. M. continued, were faced .- -

No mirag)es were exiected as nobody could forsee that the marching

with sure death. If they would not have died from epidemics, they would
have ;31}:‘ their deaths when the Nazis Fetxgated thru that section.

Red would occupy the territor: in pugh i short time and the Narzis
would Mot have had even a chance for th;;"I e\ murders, ¥rom previous
experidnces I knew that in every ocity apd tow
Nazi/srmies, they always found time in the ‘laad minutes to.shoot the
Jew{diuh machine guns. This 1is the-reaaon'tlh . saw it to. use A1)

y/P

dy )
oippan that fhe Roumanian Govte shalligive:up the concentration

rescued these Jows.from a sure and unavoidable death®

He also said * X qin proud of thig achia‘vﬁgmuxli"g I am oonvinoed‘»zthq.t;l .

: .

H 1

‘ - N i
S

€ PR .4 e

that was abandonad by th .

o Dimemes

g gt R




NEW YORK CITY

JEWISH JOURNAL AND DALY NEWS

FHong CAnAL 6-7200

page 3, translation of interview whth I. A, Hirschman to Is Mo Weinstel

Sprsking of his mission in Turkey, I. H. mentioned repreatedly about
the great assistance from the Internati-nal Red Cross and from the
Boviet Ambassador in Ankara, - Vinograd who as everyone knows is a Jew,

At the closing , ¥r, H. appealed with tyrical Jewish patriotic enthusin
sm to the leading Jewish organizations in America that in these tragioe
times that our people are living through,- all political differences.
should cease and all efforts shall be concentrated on relief rescue.

* The immédiate pweblem im ® Hirechman xxgiexiot exclaimed *Is to gat

free havens for ghe drivem BRuropean refugees. I de)iberated whether

I shall remain in Ankara or come back to America and oall on the pudlie .

to the proof that it is possible to resgus men and women, I have degided

to ocome here and I am glad of it, Now Y hope that the X entire American
eople will support the idea of free havens for refugees in

order fo save those that remained alive,®

e e




48,000 JENS RESCUED ‘ En
ON THE SIDB OF THE RIVER DNIESTER, THE FIRST THREE BOATS - N
WITH REFUGEES ALREADY ARRIVED T0 TURKEY \

{

et e s e i

REPORTED BY IRA RIRSCHMANN, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELTVS RMISSARY.
YOR THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD '
HIRSOHMANY PRAISES THE RESCUE WORK OF AMBASSADOR STHINHARDT, -
HE SAYS THAT THE JEWISH REFUGEES NUST FERL THAT THEY ARE v ,
__NOT AIONE IN THIS WORLD.

e i

y Ty

A complete report on the aotivities of the ¥War Refugee '
JBoard to rescue the Jews of Fasi-ocoupied Europe was glven
yesterday, May 4, 1944, at a press conference by Ira A,

Hirechmann, the Special Emissary of President Boonevelt, who
has recently returned from Turkey vhere hs was active in
the rescus work,

Mr, Hirschmann reported %o those present about the great
work which is being done by the War Refugee Board about
rescuing the Jews of tho Balkans, The Jewich conditions in
Balksn landa, sald Mr, Hirschmenn, is much worse than we
first could imagine, In his opinion the War Refugee Board
ghould have been oreated much 800neT,

The Roosevelt administration, according to My, Mirschmenn's : ;
roport, ic deeply worried as far as the problen of rescuing
the Jews of tho Nasi~hell is concerned, end he was granted by ;
the government full power to exocute the work, The government
of Turkoy has prepered the ground for the activitios of
Mr, Hirschmesnn before his arrival in Ankera, the capitol of
Turkey, Thanke to the powers which were granted to him from :
the White House, he could got in a direat contact with the ; :
highest pergonalities from other governuents, ond o onable ;
nim to do euch work wnich brought good results, His first
important vbrk was to bresk through a way for tho boats with !
Jewish rofugees that had to cross the Turkish waters, It wos #
the hard way, He met with all kinds of 4ifficultiee btut he
finally succecded in maidng his way ad to dulld a dridge in
order to further contimue with his work, o

power

Al e 1

Mr, Hirschmann's work would probably be impossible i )
not for the cooperation and assistonce of the American Arbasgndor L
to Turkey, ¥r. Lawrence Steinhardt, ¥y, Stelnhardt 1s now : 5
occupied with mach work, His position in Turkey is now a voxry 1 : . o
responsible one, Ho has at timos to acimowledge Jnmdreds of
important telegrams daily, and still Mr, Steinhardt has beon -
devoted with all his heart to the roscue work, Hany times

e, T
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in the middle of the night he had to get in touch with
different Ministers and he was always ready to oooperado,

Mr, Hirschmann has won praiseworthy words from Nr, Steinhardt-
and he considers him as one of the future leaders of Ameriocan
Jewry, The most difficult task was to bring into the port

of Turkey the first liner PMILEA® with Jewigh refugees f¥om
‘Rumania, It required plenty of work but through the assigstance
of Mr, Steinhardt this task wag realised, and after the
IHII.KA' it wagn't so hard any more to bring into port the
dther two liners, the WBELLAOITTAY and the "MARITZAY, In
conjunction with this Nr, Hirschmann gave details about the great
regcus work which is being done by the Jewish Agenoy in
Jerusalem in cooperation with the Joint Distritution Committee,
The Joint 18 now in back of all the Jewish rescus work, It
dedicates for this work the necessary funde and the necessary
prestige, Nr, Hirechmann further reported about the rescue
work which was done in Rumania, In Transnistria which is now
occupled by Russia 175,000 Jews were sent out by Rumania

two years ago, who were enslaved in the concentration camps,
In the period of the past two years only 80,000 out of the
176,000 Jews remained alive; the rest died from hunger and
epidemic diseases,

Mr, Hirschmann undertook to rescue the rest of the Jews
in Transnistria and he succeeded through neutral governments
to get in touch with the Rumanian government and his request
that 1t should dissolve the concentration camps and permit the
Jews to leave and to settle down in the cities of the country,
After consultation with the Rumanian government he finally
succeedsd in rescuing 48,000 Jews from the concentration
camps and to enable them to live freely as Rumanian citizens,

The International Red Crose showed a great measure of
goodwill and aseisted i{n thie work of redoue,

' Mr, Hirsohmann aleo got in touch with the Soviet Power
through her Ambassador in Ankara and.was promised that the
Boviet Government will take care of those Rumanien Jews who
still remained in Tranenistria, The Rumanian Government pernlts
thoee Jews who are anxious to leave to get out_of Rumania,

The agenda of the day now is the rescue of B, 000 Jowish children
from Bulgaria who expect to arrive into a Ruman!.an port, The
socond point on the agenda of the day 4s the question of oreating
in Americs free ports for Jewish refugees, This is a very
inportant problem which must be solved as quirkly ae possible,
For this question, first of all a favorable public opinion must.
be created and a real effort should be made in the government
ciroles,
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I'd
Editorial -  AGAIN UPON THE SUBJECT OF REFUGEE CAMPS

He have already previously stated that it would be much tbetter,
finer and just to open the doors of America for a freer influx of
Jemish refugees, at least until the unfilled part of the immigration
quota in this country shall have been filled, We can not, however,
fail to take up the plan for the tiwe being of obtaining or creating
special camps in the United States for rescued Jews,

As it is reported from Washington, the country everywhere ie in
favor of creating such csmps. Not only our reople, but non~Jewish
friends are greatly in favor of such a plan. We have been informed
that the War Refugee Board has received letters from a number of Jewish
organizations, national and local, who are in favor of these refugee
camps, "that it will be a great help in rescuing Jews from Europe, and
that this plan should be supported,"

It ie not to be assumed that such camps will solve the Jewish
refugee question in Europe, First of ali, it is necessary to rescue
the Jews from the Nazi claws, and in the past, very little has been
done on that subject. We are not sufficiently informed as to what
plans the various countriees cen undertake to rescue, for example, the
hundreds of thousands of Jews in Hungary and Roumania, or elsewhers,
But we think, that the great plight in which the hundreds of thousands
of Jews find themselves did not arouse the prorer co~operation of the
Allied countries, which should not have at least stopped warning, day
after day, the Kungarian and the Roumanians that they will be heavily
punished for their atrocities upon the Jews. ¢

Therefore, we will hope that hundreds or thousands of Jews will be
saved in various ways, and for them we must have at least a temporary
haven oférefuge; and refugee camps are assuredly better than nothing,

The lesders of both parties in Congress, and many congregsmen are
in favor of the issuance of an Executive Order, by Pres., Roogevelt for
the creation of such camps, and it is therefor advisable that all
Jewlsh organizations should let the War Refugee Board hear aboul it;
that they support this particular plan and that they desire the hasty
fulfilliment, i

The time is short, the plight of the European Jew is great,iand
any plan which can bring succor for Jewish refugees should not be
abandoned, and should not be delayed for any lengthy time,
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irticlse by Boris Smoler

THE U,3, 1 3 1O¥ TAKEN OVER THE VHOLE WORK OF RESCUING JHEWS ﬁ'ROM
’ NAZI LANDS.

) * ¥ X ¥ % % ¥ ¥ 3}

The purpose of President Roosevelt's %ar Refugee Bosrd to rescue
from Nazi hands as many Jews as 1s possible, The great obstacles that
stand irn its way, The project to settle Jewlsh refugees in the Virgin
Islands, The role of the various Jewish organizations 4n the vesoue
work,

* ok K X ¥ X K & X

The Nazi occupation of Hungary has opened the eyes of many to ses
that England hes until now done nothing to save the Jews from Nazi
hands, Less than a quarter million Jews live in Hungary, The
Hungarian government was willing to permit their emigration., But
nothing was done to help them out,

Now it is late, Now when German soldiers stand on all Hungarian
borders it is not praotical and eaasy to take out Jews in great numbers,
or not even in small nunbers, Now the plight of the Jews in Hungary
is precarious. Only a fast defeat of the Nazis will save them.

Surely the intention of the last oreated War Refugee Boaxd was
good and proper, and she means and will try to rescue as many Jews
from Nazi hands as conditions will permit, She is, though, late, She
was created too late, And the other international relief organizations
which were in existence before and still exist such as, for example,
the InterfGovernmental Committee for Refugees, they sat still the whole
time with folded hands and mado not the slightest effort to Justity
their existence, .

The Hungarian Government was willing to relense the Jews, The
Pro-Naz{ Roumanian Government was willing to release the Jous, The
Vichy-French Government was willing to pormit the departure of thousands
of Jewish children. The Bulgarien Covernment was ready to release her
Jews, But what did the so-called relief organizations to justify
their existence,

In the midot of the darkest days of Europoan Jewry, ospecially

since the outbreak of the war, the Intergovornmental Committea for -
Refugees kept itself completely in the background, just as though
. LS
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she never existed, just as though no refugees oexistod, and just as
though the question of rescuing Jews from Nazi-hands was entirely
completed.

%

o

The explanation for this inactivity, if not a violation, the
inactivity is merely because the English Foreign Office did not want
the Comnittee to be active. An intensive work for this Committee would
result in & larger migration of Buropean Jews to Palestine. This the
Forelgn Office did not want and does not want it now,

’
e T

But the situation at the present time is somewhat different. The
slumber in which the Intergovernmental Committee fel) into then, fell
in when she should have been feverishly asctive, It forced Pres,
Roossvelt to give up the Avior baby as unnecessary, and he established
the “ar Refugee Soerd, and this time, without consulting England, this
time as a surprise to England. The results were felt imnediately. )
The ¥ar Refugee Board irmediately began to work on and American Stan~
dard Shios began to transport Jews from the Roumanian border to Turkey
and from there to Palestine, The difficulties of gotting visas were
dispensed with ip -neutral countriss, Franco-Spain all of a sudden,
reminded herself that the Jews in Greece and Jugo-Slavia, were, aftor
all, at one time Spanish subjects, and therefor brought them into
Spain, through Germany, on Spanish passports, From Transnistoria
40,000 Bessarabian and Bukovinian Jews were transported to Rownania
with the idea that they would be teken out, little by 1little, from
Roumania, These things and others, which the young War Refugee Board
had accomplished in the few weeks of her existence, was not done with-
out being noticed by the foreign office in England, Of course, not
as far as the dormant Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees, The
same Committee, all of a sudden realized that she had a competitor,

A young, energetic, and very active competitor - a refugee committee
that is actually rescuing,
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The f%sult was felt irmediately. First, betwoen the memoranduma, |
the Intergovernmental Committee and the War Refugee Board, and through |
a personal investigation to America by Sir Herbert Amerasony,the English '
Chief Direcotor of the Interg. Committee, and in fear that the War
Refugee Board should not take the entire oredit for the resoue work of
tho Jews, Sir Herbert Emorson now came to Washington to come 4o an under=
standing, and to show that his Refugee Committes is not entirely dea,

The understanding which is being reached in Washington between tha Waxr
Refugee Board and the Avion Committee for Refugees, does not olear )
overything up, But one thing is olear, o

The YWar Refugee Board will continue to carry on the war rofugee. o e
work with the same enthusiasm as it has done up to now, and the Inter- - : '
governmental Committee will continue to sleep in London, just ug- 1t

has done up to now, : R
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At last the understanding, which is a conclusion that the Inter=
governmental Committse will confine itself to help those who have left
their homeland to return to, their home., This 1is-work to be done after . .
the war, In the present the immediate work is the takk of resouing . a S
Jens from the Balken Countifies. This the I, G. Committes will not do, i :
This she pausses up to the War Rsfugee Board to be dons, SRR Sk

This prefent new situation orystallizes the whole queation of
rescue work. It now hecomes clear, that the cimmediate work of res-
cuing Jews from ¥azi-lands is now thrown entirely upon America, and
if England st:nds aside, and the reason for the same is not hard to
guess, The only land in which Jewish victims of Nazi{ regimes can now
save thanselves is Palestine. And for England it does pay ¥or her to
stay in a work whieh would require her to open the doors of Palistine s : 1
wide for the Jews, - -

The American Government which at the moment does not want to put
Bngland on the spot on the Palestine question, must assume the new
English policy in the reascue work of Jewish refugees in its present
status, and must look for other places outside of Palestine for res-
cued Jews, Such places which lay close to the Balkan countries are
not available, which brings up the question now of transporting rescued
Jevis to North America, and whether a certain part of them will be per-
mitted to enter on American shores,

The antrance of Jewish refugees from Europe upon American shores
to open for them hope of freedom, to live on them until after the war, .
does not mean to let them enter as immigrants in the various states, : P
It means, more than anything else, that the question of opening the : *
American Virgin Islands as a temporary home for Jewish refugees can.
again now arise as a revival of the dead,

The quegfion to permit the entrance of refugees on these American
islands was given earnest consideration in Washington shortly before
the outbreak of the war, The Virgin Islands come under the adminis-
tration of the Department of the Interior, The State Department has
no control over them, It is a well-known fact, that exoept for various
native inhabitants of the islands and except for the Secretary of the .
Interior Harold Ickes, everyone is for the idea vwholeheartedly to per~"
mit the entrance of Jewish refugees from Burope without hindrance for.
the duration of the war, B

The project is to settle, for the time being, Yewish refugees in
the Virgin Islands, and it has many supporters in Washington., The . : e
refugeos, although being on American soil, will not be in tho United . : ) S S
States Proper, and to come over to the U.8, from the islands, it will. oo
be necessary for them to obtain vinas as under the existing immigration
quota, . . . ;
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When the question of permitting refugees in the Virgin Islands
was brought up in Washington in 1940, the State Department was agalnat
it, American consuls in Furopsan countries wore of the opinion that
the whole visa system would suffer thereby if refugses would bes por=
mitted to come to American shores promiscucusly without quota visas,

Also, at that time, the question or shipping came up, Military opinion )

against 1t, also carried much weight, in thak the plan for the time
beingz should be laid aside,

Now when the worthiness of the project gr escuing refugee Jews
from Nazi hands of rescuing refugee Jews fro ds becomes a faot
which is laid at the door of the War Refuges Board, which was oreated
by Pras. loosevelt., There is the hope that the pPlan will be tgken

up again, All of the arguments which were brought up in previous
years against it, can now be set aside in view of the new under-~
standing on the subjeot,

It would naturally be much better 1f the rescued refugeas of
Zurope were permitted to enter America, the same as other immigrants,
418 of tolay, when the imaigration quota has not been filled for the
last several yeara, and taere would not have to be any hardship in
leaving in tens of thousands of European Jews in America under the
existing gquota,

But the cuestion of filling the quota 18 primarily a question
with whieh the vurious central Jewish organizations should interest
themselves in, Right now it is very proper o mobilize on their
side the “ar Refugee Board, and through it carry out the idea of
obtaining American visas for the plagued Jeus,

It is,true th:=t the rate of the immigration quota was much lighter
before, Ig would receive, in the present effort, the full support

of the American Pederation of Labor, of many influential people in
Mashington, end from all liberal circles in America, -~
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One of those associated with the War Refugee Boaxrd who show the
way in which Jews can be rescued from Nasi lands, and has really saved
several thoueand of them, is the young New Yorker Jewish business man,
Ira Hirehman, He wam in Turkey several months, during which time, he
did more than the whole Inter-governmenta} Committee for Refugeas could
show during all the years of its existence, : ' ®

Ire Hirshman has now returned to New York, and it is problematical
whether or not hie firm will permit him to return to Europe. He is the
vice-presidefit of the large Bloomingdale department store, andthie trip
to Turkey, on behalf of the Jewish victims in Nazi lands, was permitted
for a specific time limit,

It would naturally be a great loss for the entire resocue work, if
Hirshman should be unable to return to Turkey, where he has installed
such good reecue operations in such a short time. Turkey was always un-
sympathetic towards the refugee question. 5he never wanted at any time
to enter into the rescue of Jews from Nasi lands, and had always held
her doors strongly shut against reseued Jews, Hirshman changed that,

He was instrumental in influencing the leaders of the Turkish governs
ment, that they should take an active part in the rescue work, Amd
things hajjened that should have taken place a long time ago.

Turkieh ships began, as a neutral nation, to arrive on the shores
of Roumania, and took from there hundreds of Roumanisn snd Hungarian
Jows and were deposited in camps in Turkey from wherce they were taken:
to Palestine, through Syria. When you combine these results with the
time when ships with Jewleh refugees were permitted to sink in the
stormy waters of the Black £ea, because Turkey then would not permit
them to enter its seaports, and that only happened a year ago, it then
becomes clear as to the magnitude of the services rendered by the young
Ira Hirshman, Heedless to say that his work did not stop with the chang-
ing of the position of the Turkish Government, but he also negotiated
with leaders of Hungary, Roumenia, Bulgaria, and other Nasi-ocontrolled
countries, 3

The deeds of Ira Hirshman showed wnat one can do when he is earnest
and hip heart is in the right place. lis results in Neutral Turkey
acted as a conviotion against the non-acting Inter~Governmental Committee,

Ae a result of the acconplishments of Ira Hirshman, the War Refugee
Board has sent two special emisesaries, one to Sweden and one to
Switserland, In these two countries which lie direotly in line with
Nasi-Germany and occupied Burope, there is still much to be done. One
can rest assured that these two representatives will be as successful
in their respeotive posts as Ira Hirshrman was in Turkey, :

The full oredit for the proper impstus which was brought in the
rescus work must be given to the director of the War Refugee Board;. .
John W, Pahle, He is a young Washington executive, who takes the work
of resouing Jews from Nagi-hands in an earnest manner., He not only

hours, both day and night,

thinks of his work during his office hours, but during all of Kie waking .
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Jewish leaders inzall walke of life who have had:-.the opportunity - 3
of meeting Mr, Pahle, are all without exeeption, sold on hip earneste Yoo
ness to do the right thing in the refugee work, He uakes the impres~
sion of a ~an who knows what he wants, and does got rermlt himself to
be dragged into any bureaucratic red tape when it comes to ocarrying out
& plen, His doors are always open to any one who oan bring him any
1deas by which to help in the rescue of more Jews, And in the ganme
spirit, all his assistentsare working,

One can not €0 into details and tell everything that the ;?oung War
Refugee Board hae now in mind with reference to getting out as nany
Jews se conditions will permit from Nasi lands, Moet of the plans of

the Refugee Board must bs kept in secret, so that they might be carried
out exyeditiouely, and without failure, .

One thing can be told here., The War Refugee Board is in continucus :
contact with all of the inmportant Jewish organizations in America, and
is interested in their plans, She is in conetant contact with the Jewish . :
Distribution Committee, and with leaders of all other important Jewish
grours, She knows who 1s who and does not permit herself to be swayed :
by noise-makerswo do no good, She also does not rernit herself to be
swayed by loud a-vertisements which certain unimportant Jewish gyoups
from time to ti.e insert in English newsparers. ;

Today, The ¥ar Refugee Board 1s doing work not only in Turkey but
is nmaking plane to rescue Jews from Nasi lande also through Spain, It \
can nov be told how the Spanish Government recently helped many hundrede : ]
of Spanish Jews in occupied Gresce to sscape from Nasi toils, bacaume ;
of their tefferdian ancestry who originated in ancient &pain, How Spain

issued vieas to them, and induced the Nazip to permit them torretum , &
Spain as citizens of Spain, :

The Nasi government quiokly complied with this yequest, and the
rescued Jews are now in Spain, It is true that the Spanish Government
is notfwilling to permit them to remain in Srain, eand is negotiating
with Jewish relief organizations to transport them elsewhere, tut it is
also true that the Spanish Government undey General Franeo has in. the
meanwhile rescued them from Nazi lands, and she did this golely because
she desires to remsin on good terms with America, :

The rescued Greek Jews will nom be traneported to Africa, and the
Spanish Governaent is waking arrange 'enta to admit other refugees to
take their place, There are still to be found nany Jews in odoupied
France, Belgium and Holland, The Epanish Governnent is not sending them -
beck any more, which wns the case before the War Refugae Bard wae
aneckel,

The big problem of the War Refugee Board at this moment is not
norely on how to rescue the Jews from the Balkans through Turkey, but, -
8180 on how to rescue 5000 Jewish ohildyen from ocoupled France, The
Americsn Government is desirous of adnitting them to Americu with fore

malities, It is only necessary to gather them together in France, ard
bring them into Epain, '
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The greater part of these Jewish children are scatlered in non-
Jewish hones and institutions in Frence, who shelter them o that the
Nazis will not deport these children to Poland, The haxd part is in
gethering then together to be sent to Spain, .

The Gestapo must not lmow that they are Jewieh, so an to permit
then to leave,

An éndlese tagk also fages the War Kefugee Board, in Bulgaria,
There also are found several thoueand Jewish children, who it is trye
ing to get out. The Bulgarian government is desirour os pexmitting
thelr departure. The Red Cross is willing tohely in their transporta-
tion, But the Cestapo has contrel now in Bulgerie, and it is not
thereforo ur to the Bulgarian Covernment to permit their exit,

‘fore and ore plane for active refugee work lay now on the table
of the Director of the War Lefugee Board in Vashington. Their cerry=
ing out requires lrrge suns of money, millions of dollars, This,
hovever, is not the real obstrele. The rea: obstacle is that the
Gestapo rtande in the way between such countriee as Kounania, Hungary
and Bulgnria, who are willing to release the Jews, and the Wer Refugee
Board which ie ready to find other lands for them to live in,

Firancialy active in heljing the War Refuges Doard in carrying
out her roecus ylans is the Joint Distribution Committes, A nany-
eided plcture of the work of the "Joint® at the rresent romant would
bo given if 1t would not hurt the chances of resoulng wore Jews, The
“Joint®, however, holds that the rescue work is important, end not the
loudnese of yublicit:, the "Jointh doing the groatest share of the
resque work in conjunction with the War Refugee Board, She, therefora,
absteins fron land publicity, at » t4 e when other orgenizations create
more noise than work, basing their work moptly on jublicity,

Many institutions in Washington, whey they got more intinately
acquainted with the mctivities of various Jewish groups in Amorica,
oan not understand why American Jews tolerate the existence of cartain
Jewdkh organizations whose gole ainm 1s vooiferous publiclity whioh
blinde the eyes of well meening reople. That is an inherent trait,
whioh cannot be brought out amorgd the large non Jewish world, The
only eslvetion for Jews lies in the fact that the leading porsonalities
in Washington vho busy thomgelvee with relief voyrk, know today very
well who are the worthy ones in Aserican Jewish 1ife, and who arenot,

They know who ere the real Jewish workers, and thoso who do nothing
but the shouting,

And thet alone is of great worth in the work of rescuing the
European Jewry from Ngsi lande. '
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STITIVE D7 THE PRESIDENTIS EXIUOKE
TOARD THLLS 71N DAT® ABOUT HIS NISSION

Special for YTHR DAYS

% 8, Dizall

Yashinxton, Aordl 2.~ Hany thousands of Jews have alrsady dem
rosgusd from Rasi-ocoupled countries, ond many mere will ebill de
resoued, declered Ira Hireschmann, representative of President Roonevelyts
Var Hsfuges Bonrd in sn excluesive interview for *The Day" mrtly nﬁw
hie return from Burope,

thea President Roosevel$ anrounced last Januory his Var Refuges
Board of three Cabinet mesbderes, instruoting thea to make use of avary
wvay snd overy mesne to ressus rdfugees fron Nasi-dooupled countrios,
everybody folt that America is sheking off the dust of Evian and
Berauds and is exdarking on a nev ¥oad of trus ressus,

™his fooling wes further strengthened vhen, & fortnight latver,
it besane known that the President's rosous Board had sent a firey -
. delegate to Turkey, not a diplomat, but a young energetic Jewish Misinese~
man, Ira A, Hirsohmann of New York, and that 1% had gives his full
suthority to carry out regoue sstivities on the widest possible goale,

Ira A, Aifschnonn has resurned these days from his Piropesn mission
to roport %o the Prooident’s War Rafugee Soard concerning his work
during the pericd of over $wo monthe which ho spant in Turkey, snd to
make nev recommendations for rescus activities based on the fesds ond
conditions vhich he had found on the spot, :

Me, Hirsohmann has returned s week ago sad has desn nanns al)
thie time in ¥ashington where he is engaged in conferences relative
to the work of rescus,

His office is in the 'Pnnury Depertaent -~ quito a modest office
of Swo rooms with a seoratary vho ansvers his teluphone (which rings
geagelessly) and brings in the papers he s oskisg for,
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Hr, Hirschnann o o darkecomplexioned Jevish youny man, with an
expression full of charm, of medium hetght, vith pmebrating dlack
oyes, sn energetlo fase and quick moveaents, He is tho type wvhioh
Amoricans call "go~gotier® -« a msn used to gelding thimge done,

I met him in his office eoon afier ho luichehour, dud he had
not yet lunched, He took two enples out of his pocked and put thea
on hie deeks "ihio will have to bo my enaok,”

1 askod hin whether he had already reported %o the Roard donserning

hio vork, and whether he can acquaint me vith the contends of tho report,

Hr, Hirechmann replicd that he had sudbmitted e brief roport snd
had attached several memorands which might prove useful $o the Doard
in {8 future asotivities, ’

The report will not bo made pudblic; not hecauss it contained
seorots, but becaune the genersl charactor of the Board's asctivities
fe guch that it eould be hindered by too much publioity, "We maike use
of all sorts of vays and devices to set the viotima out of Nastesocupled
aroas, and as eoon as the onemy will learn about them, we ghall noilenger
be able %o vtilise them®, deolarad Hr, /irselmsan,

I asked him to ¢lve mo e genersl 1doa of his work in Turkey,

He thought for s while and opencd bofore me a book of cabdbles vhich
he eent almost daily from Ankara te tho War Refugeo Boavd in Washington,

The esbles ers signed by Azbasasdor Steinhardt snd are sent to the
address of tho Department of State, sinde in $his usy only they can aveid
ocongorehip, Some of them are seat in code, )

Had 4t gaan posoible to rol-te the entire contents of the cablen,
thoy would havo produsced the greatest sensation snd would have shown
that for the first time we are in the procenss ef a true rosoue amotion,
The number of the resoued people mentioned ta the individuel aedles
does not anount %0 many thousands, Put each oable tells of & couploted

action of roscus, snd the tumber of asbles is quite large, '

—~  ¥WAth Hr, Hireohmann'e permiseion, I shall relate here a fov Lagtn
which I have gathered from the eables,

A Yoat wasfllled with rofugoes from Bumenia to be transported
into Turkey, Put tho ¥sabls orev vefused to vadk foaring Ruosian
mbmarines and nines,
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I% vecams neceseary to negotiates with the Bussian governmeny,
The ¥War Refuges Board rooeived the mssursnce of the Sovietd governnons
that 1t vi1l let the boat Pase, In thie masner, 339 PoYsORs were -
roscued, .

It booemo necessary to obtatn a safe conduct from tho Nais fop
enother bost f1lled with Jevish children, Hoithor Kr, Hip
BOr the Ans#ican Ambassador could doa) with the Hasis, but the ohildren
had to Ve oaved, Thereupon, Hr, Hirsohaann talked 4t over vith
Hr, Sirond, Representntive of tho International Red Orome, Mr, 8luond,
tozether with the Apostolio Delegite w= the Popels Axbascader in Yarkoy,
went to the German Asbasoados von Papen, Von Pepon &3 a Oatholle,
The sare conduot wag glven, end 1,500 poreona veyo saved, )

In the same nanner cortain thinze have bteen foooupliched to eamo
ne poattion of ths Jaws of Aurgary who saddanly €oll fute tha haande
of the Hazia, -

Mr, :dirschmonn mecesded in chartoring tw boats =w the #7arg¥ ona
the *H1loa == waloh hava s/slaaatlonlly osreied loving eonls feon
elavory to irosdomy, ., .

His only weapon was & Salling card of 3 lines, reading: Ira A,
Hireohmenn, Attachs of the Bebssay of ths Uslted Staten, Ankera,

This ¢alling eard oponed for hia 211 the dooras of Turkish goveraw
nent offioclals and of foreign exbasgies, He was reqotived overyvhore
B0t only with courteay but also with groat interegt,

He asoribes this $0 the groat popularity of Prestdent Roosevels
in Turepe, He e joye everyvwhere the grostest confidense, and groat
things are expected of him, BEo ono in Purope, exoept the Hasle, of course,
would believd that there ae people ia Azerica vho don't 1ike the Prosident,

I asked He, Hirschmenn vhy he seleoted Turkoy sn first point for
the work of the Way Refuges Board, ' '

He repliedt e~ urkey 1y on open window 4o tho Balkan, ' Ky ewbition
van to transform the window into a door, The Aifrerence betwean vindow
and door 1s that through & windew one Nay only look, bub through o ooy
one may anter,,,, ~= Did you succsed n i} =~ T asked, o= %o & tortaln
extent, yos, 1 could not open & wide doory, 90 I oponed g narrov- doorway
and a fov thousand ohildren came Shrougn 14, to begin with,

Kz, Rirsohmann emilingly addeds
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== Children do no% require mush spase, -Bealdes, 1% Le vasier
to obtain the sympathies of neutral povers when one appeals 46 them
on behalf of ohildren, Afterwards atuln also are entering, In
addition, one should emphasise -- anys Mr, Hirschasan we thet when 4t
is a matter of rescuing a family, the paraats alvays ask that the
children be saved firat and that they, thonsslves, be taken dut last,

== Hov aany refuzees have baen rescusd dy $he War Rofugos Soard? «-
I aagked hix,

== It ie dmossible to glve o presise Tizurs == he nnswored =e
Bor is {t advissble to meke such a figure publis, Hut you can may that
oVeryohy was resoued wherever this waam poasidle, and 1 belicve that
this pollcy will be continued by lir, Pohle, the Ewecutive Direstoy of
the ¥Yar Refugee Board,,,...

lie, Hirsolaann had two offices in Turkoy, the one in Ankera, the
other in Istanbui,

Ankare is Turkey's diplomatic oonter, The Fawls and their adhoronts
keep there now their best diplomats, through whom they conduct volitica)
warfaro againet the United Nations by cll kinde of intvigues. 1t is
ezey to lwagine, therefore, how difiicult 1t 1o for Aserican repracantatives
%0 work in sch an etmoephere,

Istanbul, on the other hand, is the centor of Turikish coxnerse snd
the largest port, Tens of bomts ontor the harbor daily, and 40 way
neoessary o keep ono'e eyes open for every boab with a view to deternining
to what extent she could beo used for purnoses of resoun,

8o Kr, Hircohmann had to travel nlwaye betwoan Ankarn and Iaganbul,,
gartying his “oifice? with him, While ho wes {n lotanbul, the atnlomntio
vork g0 conduoted for nim by Hr, Steinhsrds,

I pointed out to Mr, Hivechmann hat Mr, Stolnhardt, while obil}
Azbassador to Soviet Russia, had been criticized hore for his attitufe
townrd refugoes, He, Hirsohmann aeked me to deny this dmpraceion sbout
Hr, Etoinhardt, .

== HRe throw himeelf into the vesous work with body snd noul, negleoting
all other importans actiivities =« declared Nr, Hireohmann, - :

He fount Steinhards a Yoysl md devotsd Jew vhe doee not Lot enything
step him vhen en opportunity arieee to resone a group of Jaws, He txtoren
all formalities and all precedents,.... .

g 3
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Hr, Birschmenn quickly emphasieed, however, thad 1t is the
Presideny who morite tho greatesy ovedis, Ambaseador Steinhardt snd he:
are morely the inotrumetelities Shrough vhich the Presidmt end the
War Hefugee Board carry out their plaus,

Me, ldrechmann declared Ahad only tpon reashing Amkara 814 he fimd
out vhat broed povors the Prasident hae given him, No amtassadors have
such powers, Naturally, he made as much use as he could of these povars
for the purposes for which they have been given o hiw,

I askked Mp, Hirsohmann what he thoushé of the ¥nite Paper aad vhat
offoot 1t would have on future irmigration into Palestine,

Hr, Hirsohwann replied that this vas a political gﬁoﬂlou vhich he
cannot diecuss, but he, parsonally, ie not s0 pessiniutio soncermning
tho futurs of the {mmigration into Falestine,

My, Hirschmann could not find enouzh words to preke the work of the
Jewiah Agency for Palestine and of the Joint, Both organicasions have
groatly helped him in the work of rosouse,

fle opoke vith gpscial enthusiaswm shout Mr, Barlas, the representative
of the Jewlish Agzenoy in Ankera, , .

Ho also gave credit to tho British representatives in Turkey vho
helped him a great daal,

Ho ssoribes the major part of tho suocess of the War Refugee Board
to its Direckor, John ¥, Pehlo, o former official of tho Treasury Department,
and aleo to tho Segrotary of the Treasury, ¥r, Mowgenthan,

Becrotary Morgenthan kept him yesterdey in coufersnde for tuwo houre,
meld.& l.gquhftu about every detsil of thc roscus work in Purspe,

~&
= We have in hin a great American end a good, vammshearied Jew vio

18 not sufficlently epprociated ~= said e, Hirsshaasn, .

% asked him what the Jevish press, snd Americsn Jevs. in gesersl, could
40 to ald in the rescue work,

My, Hirsohmannte eyos chonst

That's a gond quection == he sald == end I shall gladly endwer 1t, Two
thinge oan be dones in the first plsce, support the War Hofugee Board 4n .
all 1te plane in every way, because She poople on 4% ars devoted enrnent
people who have no othor aim than that of rescuing fron Hitler as neny
Jevs, end also non~Jevish vickims, an posaidle, ' )

—

S,




s

- § -

~- Becondly, stop the intsrmeoine fight among.various organtsations -

for the sske of honors, end not to meske ompital from Jewish nicery,

== Too puch noise dogs not holp -- he continued == tut, on the
contrary, it orecates the impreseion on the outside that we aurselves do
toc sueh ~lrendy, and thie is for from being true,

Hr, Hirgohmann's mission for the Wnr Nefugee Board s terminated,
Ho roturns' today to Hew York amd will resume next week his fmportant
poeition in Dloomingdale Brothere! Departaent Store, 4n vhich ho serves
as Vico-¥Freaident and business expers;

3ut his neme will remein written in letters of gold in Jawish
hictory ae the first Jow whon fate chooe to he Amerioa's nosgengoer of
tarey to rercue tens of thoussade of “wropsan Jave from death,
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT .

INTERNAL REVENUE sERyl'c'Ef

INTELLIGENCE UNIT

CHICAGO . - '
— Chicago 90, Illinois, L
(Name of Division) March ll}, 191#*' : ‘ :
D

Mr, E. L. Irey:

Assistant to the Secretary,
Room 109 Treasury Building,
Wiashington, D, C.

Dear Lr, Irey:
There are attached hereto a translation and a clipping
from Forsards), dated March 5 and March 7, 1944, respectively,

%

Very truly yours,

. Pffaddény
Srefial Agent in Charge.
Enclosure: %

1 clipping -
1 translation

N
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Secretary Harganthau SRR f”*ﬁf 24

You will want to read the attached. tranalation ot
an excerpt from "The Forward® of February 26, 1944, vhtch
is replete with uiaslgtsnentl. together with a copz ofa =
letter from the Jewish National Workera' Alliance trans-~ . .
mitting a column vritten by Dr, 8. Margoshes whloh appsarad
in the New York Jewish Day on March 1,

Ve are prepariuf an appropriate repl{{’; the Jeviah
National Workers' Alliance and are arrang ng s.oenterenac
vith the Editor of "rha Forward®, }

Gmvels)awE 1
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JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS! ALLIANQti B )  ,§
45 East 17th Street, Nev York 3, N. Y,

4.

Maroh 2, 19WN

Nr., J. ¥, Pﬂhl‘g ’ o - : ‘
Aeting Exsoutive Director, : B . o
Var Refuges Board, ‘ , ;
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Pehle,

1 an enclosing herewith a column written
by Dr, Samuel Margoshes, which appeared in the New
York Jewish Day on Msroh lat, discussing the pos-
#ibility of the War Refugee Board to finance the
resoue work of the Board,

8ince the questions raised by Dr, Hargoshes
are of great importance, I would highly,agproeiate
receiving your comment on the subjeot matter,

I Thenking you for your kind coopeération,
an

Very sincerely yours,
' (signed) L, Segal

Louis Sogal =~
General Secretary

o
:2
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The President's Refugee
Board.

The Plea of Poverty.

The Fount of Futility.

Making Washington Nee.

— By br. S, MARGUSHES—

1 .ee where the President’s War
Rciugee Board, when, when ine
teiviewed by a numnber uf Jewish
organizations about the failuré tv
act yuickly In the rescue of Jews

of Eurupe, has pleaded |>u\lr|'\)

and inabiilly 1o gel an, funds.;
and parti ulariy the farge fused~
that are tequbed for the hug

tusk, unl-ss theae funds be snj
plied by the Jewish urganizution
themseirves,  To this Is B
moie than an atibl

1 don't care o koep on suying
1 told you s while quouting my

me

own dematks. [ canuut help,

though, pointing out that w hile
everyhody wae rejolclng vver the
President's  Refugee  Buard, 1
asked for
that the Board will be muore eners
getie or Wwise or fnterested than,
suy, the intergovernnenial Come-
wilttee In London of the Hermuds
o ulhey tonferences That were
stimblarty halled nnd that brought
ns unly  bitter  disappointinenst,
Not | oing n prophet but only an
analyst of eyents, mainty  Jewne
st 1 pres cled thac the Board
will turn vut to be anuther oters
governmental Committer  nuleas
jothed Wil mare power nnd,
shat Is  still more  lmportant.
Wrtned with a res) destre to sawe
ews, Do matter “how gKrest the
patacles and bow

wwal,

. desttoved
Commitiee and all Refuges Cai

vme kil of guaraniee|

enorn ous th
1t owas, | opuloted uul.wm

'
| ck=Yutance of the Iulrrgmernmu_c,_‘hr Treasury s is o £

tal Commitiee 1o
stacles—nut  its
Jewish saffering ur lack of bu-
manitarian twptlse—thal stymicd
all eflurts 1o save the Jewns trom
what was admittedly a tragh sit-
Ualion, and ontil ear directives
aie bssued from fhe highest exe-
cutive authurity W vverride dithi-
culiles in a conurvte manner, such
ar. Tur iustaace, aside the
finigration  restrictions fu the
United States and tu remove all
chattumtions ta dargesscale Jenish
jmanigration  fnte Valestine,  wu
hange trum the old program of
futility is 1o be evpeoted. bbb
This what Dre. S0 S0 Wase had i
inind When, appearing at the T
ing un the Refugee Bill betore
the House Conunittee on Foregn
Afaits, he pleaded for inclusion
i1 the wensure of g ylause provid-
1z fur the wpen door fn Padoess
wee,  Wath this  plea unhecded
nd the President’s Buard bhaving
eenl created without any spedial
aective viher than a general ret.
cichte tu 1The desirabilily o o
a» many refugees as pussible cnd
I sach « short time as possible,
it was Incvitable that the shorts
cotmings that plagued snd all b
the Intergoveruments

vy ertuie ube

v el

fetences | ginning whtl tha o
Ervian and ending with that ut
Bormuda. shonld cone to plague
the Buurd as well,

We see now that ft did, awd
sooner than  we evpected.  For
what does the plea of porverly un
the part of the President’s Bowd
mean’? It can only  Nenn
thing, namely, that these Is b dne
clination un the part of the highe
cst guverniemt clreles 1o act du
the matter fo a8 way that
Justity the hopes of the refugees
and thele friends who saw i the

o

Indifereme to

watht ]

cannot find the fubds
necessary v start aond  continue
the work of rescue?  And the
money, mind you, doesn’t run in- |
1u billions, it begins and  ends
with mitiens,  When only a few
weeks ago the UndersSceeretary ot
state Breskinridge Long wanted
to show huw goud the State Dee
partment could be 10 1he Jews, he
spoke of sume eight mitliun deol-
which the govermment  was
prepated to spend un feeding the
Eutupean Jews through the bnter-
national  Red Cross, and  naw
thiee of the most {mpurtant goy-
ernment departments put togethey
cannot find enough cash to i
nance the beginnings of the e
cue wotk in Eurepe and  must
come hegging v the Jewish mi-
Az anizations for funds?

. What 1 am atraid of is

that  ure

e it

lar:

et it o P

that

{feven should the Jewhbh ovganizae

gions puney up the cash which the
president s Commldtter sk o
them—a thing which In view o
their past obligatlons is wo-t i

probable—-it will  avail  thew
pought,  Fur what the  Roasd
seeus to be lacking Is nut money
—the Government of the United
States is not quite as broke as the
Board seems to hnply—but lu di-
r1ectives to go the limit or to do
the impossible fn order W solve
the prublem facing L Some one
suld some lime ago—1 don't e
member  Whoeethat the  vefugee
problem Wil never be solved by
the “nited States as Jong as the
Gavernment will not decide ta de
for the refugees” evneihy what It
wauld do 1r they were Anwvivan
citizens: that sentiseeido vyvepy.
thing possible, even 46§t entadls

Board a resl attempt on the putadigicultles and the smashing of

of the Amerivan Guierment fo
grapple at long last aad adesquaie.
1y with the protilew of  re vudng
the Jews ol Europe,  Otheraise
how can any ¢ brgin te explain
why the Boasd, whb
Neotelary the
AR )

Prosadent’s
uf Niate,
iy of War sad

N e

old, tmeshonored formsditios and
cunventivnalitiea, even prejudices,
Well, Jt woull aeem that we ey .
still far away from that way of -
viewing the refugees, now lu thele
lust Jie-and-death stroggle.  Wo!
are standing at the water's edudy

Walching men drown. and  whi o
buthers us s who will pay for th . ’
Hieelive. -




4]

}A‘

Intelligence Unig
T

- T e e e R B e 1 I

(53aL) TREASURY DEPARTMRNY
INTERNAR RRYENUR SERVIOR -

(Hame of Divistion) h

Ohieagu 90, N1inode,
March 4, 1944,

KD

Hr, <luaer &, lrey,
~8816%snt to the teorytary,
“00k 109 Yreusy Suilaing,
“ashington, o, O,

lear kp, Iroy;

Share nre attached lhareto coples of two translations.
7rem 19ruards an- Courter, duted iebpunry on, 1944, sné Mapen
Ly 144, respactively,

Very traly yours,
(5gd,) a4, p, Madden
A. F, Madden,
Spaotsl Agent &n Charge,
“nclosurei
2 trenslations,
#
3
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cc: Messars, Pehle;/Luxford, DuBois, Stewart, Lesner,”Friedmnn, Mion Hadel, . .-

Misgs Luaghlin, Mesnrg, Abramson, Murphy Marke | Parke, Pollnk. Smith,

White, Mpe, Cohn, Mre, Mannon,
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Forwards Oebruary 28, 1944, , .

SAD WEWS .. WAR REFUORE BOARD
HABH'® LLOUGH HOMEY FOR ERSCUX wORK
' 08 A LAROR SCALE

Jewish delegation receives the said news from Dirsetor Pahle,
Jewe slone cannst raise erough money, an it will entail quite a fev
million dollars,

¥rom a Forverds reporier.

Hr, John i’shle, Director of the “ar Refugee Board which was oreated i
to rescus Jews and other victims from Hitler persecutions, has made a i
statenent to a Jewish delegation that the "Board” hes not as yet suf-
ficlent sums of money to undertake the rescue work on a lorge scale,
This wes nade known at n nenoting of a large Jevish orgmnisntion which had
sent the dslegation t0 confer with the Refugee Nirsator in ¥ashington,

Ths Jewish delegation hod come to Yashington with the following ; §
undaratandingt : \

The Director of the war Bofugee Board had appealed to many Jewish
organizgations that they should submit their ideas %o him with reference
to their plans to help the Jews who find thermselves in need in Furope :
and also aporise hin of their steps taken thorein. S8ince this particuler 3
organisntion which is composed of many organizations, had gone into, on
8 large scsle, refuges relief work for the Jews in Kurope, it immedintely
responded to tha Dirsctor's request, and worksd out various plans as to
how to carry on $he rescus work, Ths organization sent a delegation with
its nplans to wnokington to confer with i‘irsotor Pahle und to turn over to
him their plans an? to arrange with him definitely where help is mond
urgently nced-QF )

"he delesntion did as instructed. It had meon and conferred with
the Uireator, but vhen they showed him ths need for immedinte help, he
then told them thot no fmmedimte help could be ¢iven broause, for the
present, no uoney is available for the work, The Government han ae
yet mede no appropristion, vhich leaves ono t0o asss that 4t will de
up to the Jewish neople 10 financs the refuyee work,

The delegation sav 1tself confronted with a bYig worry, Various
conesressmen and ssnators who ware told adout the news vondered, and did
not understnnd, vhat wvas zoinz on, Thoy agreed to interest themsslven
in the matter of indusing the three msmbers of the Bourd to have the N
Oovernment finance ths work, ' . Lo e

The delegution informed the congressmen and --ndgorn to understaid . ' ) : :
that 1t 1s absolutely impossible to abandon and throv overbosyd the plans _ : 2 |




for rescus vork of the Jews, For such a tesk it would $ake several
hundred millicn dollars, which ie 0f such meanitude that only ths .
Jovernment could undertake it. Wish reference to the work, there was
organized a relief fund under thes name of the "United Jewish Appasl¥,
wnich had undertrken to ralse thirty-two million dollars for relief
work, which eum would not cover s part sven of the enormous task of
the rescus’ work, and 1t 18 impomsible at this time to areate 8 greater
fund saongst the Jews, Geversl senptors inmediately went to the State

Department to discuss the newve situation with Seoretary of Stnte Cordel} o

Hull,

At the aseding whers this question vas considered they discunsed

a nuader of problems and solutions as to hou to vork out & plan 40 thns
the Government should be abdle 8o fimance this work, The question mlwo
came up whathor this news should be publietized, The consensus of opinion
vas that for the time being, it should no§ hovever, saveral rapresengs.
tives ware of a difforent amind, and they srid that thay would give out
this news. 7his gquestion drousht out sharp discussions, beocauss of the
present-day order of business,

The auestion of the “fonist resolution,

Sevaral have shown jurt as you can's approach the Stote Daparsmeng
#ith all these problems, therefors the question of finanecing should bve
postponed, Against this policy, there wers those that agresd that the
Jevish people were of more importance thapn the Jewish homeland, and posg.
poning thie would mean, Ood forvid, the extination of a &reat nAumbor of
Jowes, It 49, therefore, mors imrortant to talk shout, primarily, the
financing of the refuges work, before tolking about the Zlonias cauwe,

Here will bring forth several quotationa from Perhlo's letsars to
the Jewielf Crganizations, in vhich he had invited theme orgenimatione to
oome to him, which organizutions are members of the American Jewish Cone
ferance, and thess are the most fmportant Jewish agencien, and they aame
to hin. The letter reads as follows: . :

"Executive Office of the Fresident's var Refugee Board,
Wash, 0, O,

"The Refugee Board which consists of 3 cabinat memders,:the
Sagretary of War, the Seoretory of the Treasury, =nd the Seoretary of
5tute, was oreated by President Hoosevelt on the RZnd day of January

1944, . The President’s purpose as to this Board, as well as the puNpess

and authority of tho Board were snumerated in the Prestdens's order
#3417, a copy of which s hersto astached for your information,®

i

.
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“The Board has taken into eoneideration the faot
thut private agencies, your organisation swongat thes
has for a tims besn active in looking for ways and smeans ’ ¢
Vo help save the Jevs and other aminmority groups, wvhioh s
ors in danger of being exterainated by the enemy, fThe #:
Board has aleo tzken into consideration the frot dhat ‘
these agencies have brought about relisf to s certain
number of victims of the enemien atreocities,” S

"The Bosrd ie now plenning s progran for this

activity, and anpeels for help and advise and cooperation, : :
In addition ehe anke all agencies, that have been active ) . ' |
in this problem 1f {t is posaidle to render a repers as . ;
&oon as posnsible in writing as to thess activities, and : i
algo what you recomsend the Boord should 4o to &0doMe
plish the policy which was announced in the Exegutive
order and also the ways and means you have adopted to
accozplish this problam,.*

*The agencles which have Joined {n the American
Jeviah Confersnce responded that they will submit s1}
plens that thoy have and thet they would forward then
to Yashington,"

As ve understand it some of the most impery Jevish
leaders went to ‘iashington, who 1) meet with 8ll thres
cabinet membars of the Board and will try 0 do all in their
Dower to convinge tham thas the Oovernment should finenge
the activities of the Joard,

&

(%na)
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Gourier March 2, 1944,

HASSMENTING OF JEVS AUD NONJX4S DEMARD °
AILIZS SEOULD RESCUR JE4S, MANY.IN
- TBARS AT RRARING RFFORT,

£4,000,000 will be given to the Inters
Governnansal Committes for Hefugees,

Hassneeting dezands $hnt ¥ngland should estadlish war-refuxse é
board as Americans have done. ) !

(?wun to the Gourter) WNarch 1, 1944, Londor, (Jewish felegraphic
Agenoy),

Hore than 1,000 peopls, Jewvs and non-Jews, many with tears in their
eyes, listenod to the outrageous report of the Jevish t regedy in Nasi
Furope, and also to & leng 1ist ofattacks and proteste to the indiffera
ence of the Allies %0 the predioament of the Jows and other suffering
victims of Naogl atrooities., At a masamesting vhioh was called for thin
evening through "Comaittes for Relief from Husi Terror®, 1t was agreed
and accepted that a resolution denrnding that the British Governnmens
est-blish a 'Yar Refuges Board' such ms President licosevelt established
in the Untited States,

The resolution nlso demanded that the British Uovernment shall send
fpecial represent-tives %o countriss vho are willing to scospt refugess,
and British obstacles ogatnat refuger victims who omnnot help themselves
should be done away with, All tpsakers apoenled for fmasdiate aobion
before the victims will be etterminated by the Hagl strocities,

Dy, C.}§. Gerbert, Archbishop of York, said Yoth humnadty and
Christianity demsnd th-t all efforts should be made as long as thare is
Vizme to rescus as many as cen be rescued from this grent dariness,

Orand havbi of Zneland, Joseph H, Herts, acoussd the Allies of pro=
oraetination and negligence in desling vith human suffering, to the .
cheapnese of the lives of the dencoracies, Many have accepled, Rabdbi
Horts continued, ae o fs0t, {ndorsing fdelph NMitler's doctrine of the

non-exietence of individualism, "a doctrine breeding fosciem, snd opening
the door for World War 11I%,

In the Houss of Commons, sever:l Parlismentarians denanded of the
Government ¢ at more Jews should be sllowed to enter into the countryl.

Replying for the Govarnmant, the Under-Seoretary for loms Affuips
Losbors Piok declared hut the ranson why Xnglend cannot allow more:

rofugess 18 not mersly the question of food and housing, but other
prodlecs,

Tt . e i sy i
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(Special to the Courier) March 1, 1944, Londen,

Richard K. Love, Nintster of State 1n Foreign Affairs, today
*aid %0 ths House of Commons that Amsrica and England have agresd
each %o contriduts $2,000,000 ae expenses for the lutorhoovorn-ontul

Comaittee for :efugess, He eatd ghat ingland has already contrivuted
toward it §2560,000,

It has besn worked out that the comuittee will desl with housing,
transferring and praserving 20,000,000 psople who have besn victimized
and thrown out of their homes in Furopae,

Bringing the dedate to an end, Lowe declared that

o esizdlish a war refuges board bLeeause thare sxfaen §

@ onbinet cosnittee thet alrerdy hus many functions,

1t is emsmntia)
a Fypland already

(¥nd)
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© 25
March 4, 1944

Dear Mr. Liberson:

Enclosed are glossy prints of
Ur. John W. Pehle, Aoting kxecutive
Direotor of the Var Refugee Board,
and of Mr. Henry Morgenthau, Jr.,
Seoretary of the Treasury.

No group piotures have baen taken .
of the War Refugee Board. I suggeat '
that you write to the Public Relations ' .
Uivisions of the State Department and A Ll
War Department for pictures of Mr. Hull ’ o
and Nr. Stimson,

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Viginia M. Mannon
Public Relations Division

Mr. David Mberleon
/Jewieh Dally Formard i
175 East Broadway K
New York, New York

Enclosures

VMitgd
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JEWISH DAILY FORWARD
Worlds D@TgestJewisb (Daily /'

175 EAST BROADWAY * "

NEwYORrK,NY,

March 2, 1944, =

FORWARD BUILDING
NEW YORK MY

¥r. Jonn Pehle
Ckhairman, AR REWUGEF 30AED

Yy dear Mr. Pelhle:

“e have been runting higk and low “or some pictures
‘0f yourself and rour board but have succeeded only
in getting a suggestion that we arply iirectly to

i ?
you, Tould you relp us? Of cource, we should be glad ;
to pay any fees or echrarges, i
With best wisles for success in your undertaking, : !

]
. i 1
Pespectfully yours, i
".
JEWISH DAILY FORVARD - %
DL Per Dawdd Liberso . :
§ H
1 .
& !
{
. .
5
e
ForaInaR g e THE GATEWAY TO THE UEWISH MARKET @h
t
4 ~ o S | &
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

INTELLIGEKCE UNIT

SHICAGS ) Chicage 90, Illinois,
(Name of Division; - March l}, 191“{ .
M0

vr. Zlmer L. Irey,
Assistant to the Secretary,
Room 109 Treasury Building,
Washington, D, C.

Dear ur, Irey:

There are attached hereto copies of two translations
from Forsards and Courier, dated February 28, 1944, and March
2, 1944, respectively.

Very truly yours,

P. HAddel,
Special Agent in Charge.
Znclosure: .
2 tran%%ations.




MAR 2 1944

Ia reply please .
zefor to3 239

Dear Mr, Ivey:

Thank you for seading us the sriicles fron
the Jewish Daily Courier, hbmryizt, 1944, which
vere sent %o you by Nr. A, P, Haddem, Spoch_l Agent
in Charge of the Ohiosgo Divisjon.

Yery truly yours,

(8igned) J. W. Pohle

J, ¥, Pehle
Acting Rxecutive Directoer

!

My, Rlner L, Irey,
Asoistnnt to the Secrstary,
109 ?reasury Puilding,
Yashington, D, 0,
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February 36, 1944 . v !

84 NWs: WAR RWPDINK BOARD NAS DMOFFIOLNNT FUMDE FOR LAMM-SOME

RNSOUR WORK -
by a reporter of the Forward

Mr. John Fehle, director of the War Refuges Board, oreated to ressue Jews mmd e ¥
viotims of the Ritler Gehena, deolarsd before a Jewish delegation that the Roard m R
far has insufficlient funds to condust reseus work on a large saale. This was re- - b
ported at a mesting of a large Jewish organisation which hed sent the delegation %o
the rescue-director in Washington.

The Jewish delegation went to Washington under the fellowing oireumstances:

The direator of the War Refugee Board had turned to many Jewish organisasions asing :
thea for information about their relief activity on bahalf of the needy Jows in Barepe
and the measures taken to alleviate their plight. #ince ¥his particular orgamisation )
has many other organizations affiliated with 1% and i% cgeupies itwelf a great deal i
vith rescuing Jews of Burops, it responded immediately o the direstor's request asd oy
worked out detailed plans for sonducting remous work. A delegation from. this organi- 3
sation was then sent to Washington %o submit the plans to director Pehle and to dip- 1

H

cuss certain instauces whers relliaf is of immediate necessity.

The delegation had an audience vwith the direstor but whan the members pointed out
sertain instances vhere immediate aid is necessary, the direotor stated that ald im-
madiately caunot be given becauss so far thers is no monsy. The government has mads
R0 appropriation as yst for this purpose snd opinion has it that Jews will de turned to
%o finanee the resoue work. . . :

Imsediately the delegation visited a nuwber of Gongressmen and Sesstors inferming them .= .
about 1t. Those gentlemen were perplexed but promised $o0 look into the matder and

prevail upon the three members of the Board that the government should finanse the
aotivity.

The delegates made it olear 0 the Gongressmen and Senators that it is virtuslly im-
possible to impose the burden of such relief work upon the Jews. Several hundred
million dollars is required for such work. It is a task vhich only the govermment ;!
ean undertake. Besides, the U.J.A. has just decided on & program for s 38 million !
dollar relief fumd whioh cannot imcorporate even part of the reseue work. No larger. '
fund oan now be oreated by Jews. A fev genators immediately went o see Beoretary of
State, Cordell Hyll, sbout the new situation. . ' ‘

AV the mesting, where this problem vas taken up, various plans wers discussed mm tiw

how to eoffest the government's finausing the ressus work. There Was a divergemee of
opinion in comnection with publicising the news. The opinion prevailed that the news
should not be published as yet bus a few represeatatives deolarsd that they will
publicise it. The giestion arcused a heated disoussien particularly bessuse of the
Palestine Resolution mow under comsideration. gome pointed out that simse one can~

not approach the state Department with many problems at the same time, the quastion of
finanoing the ressue work should be postponed. On the other hand, therse wers others .
who' argued that the Jewish people is of greater importance than the Jewish homelend: . . -
and that if postponement should haedl, @=d forbid, to the annibilation of a eertain
sumber of Jews, then 1% is more important to consider first the preblem of ﬂuum '
the ressus work rather than talk about the Palestine Resoludion. ‘ R




Jowish Horaing Jourma'
January 2§, 1544 , T

STATR DIPARTMINT AUTHORIZNG YAAD HAHATZALA TO PO Rmsous Wom(
(Speeial report by A. Reishman) L T
A commmication recsived by the Agudath Harebanim from the State and #r :
Departments dissloses that the government has givem 1%s authorisation and approval
Tor the Vaad Hahatsala, famous relief organiszation of orthodox Jewry, 1o sonduet
gunsral resgue work as well, and that i% is resdy to enable the Vaad to do large -
soale ressue work. , ’ B
The Vaad Hahaisala, vhich was organised four-and-a-half yoars ago 1o ressne
the remmant of Polish and Lithmanian orthodox Jewry, sad began over a year agoe 4o
sxtend its relisf-activities %o include gemeral Jewish ressue work, that is, ressuing
act only orthedox Jewish refugees, but alse all other Jews who could be saatehed from
Abe olutchas of death, aow has the opportunity %o extemd its ressue astivities with
the blessings of our governmmt in Washington, ‘ G

Vaad Hahatsals has already remitted $154,000 for imusdiate ressue R
The Vaad Hahataals has already siven its aaswer 4o the historic and humenitariss

gesture of the Aneriean dovernmeat, Which has just orested & spe¢ial governmant agmmsy - |
the War Refuges Board -~ with the aim to undertake immediate and prastieal sips: .

for the rescus of wifortunate Nuropssn Jewry.

After Presideat Roossvelt announced the deoision of the goveramsat' {0 ereate .
the War Refugee Roard, placing at the hsad of Khis governmens commission the Sreatesy
abd post important diplomatic, military and esonomioc axperts in the country, and on
the basis of the above-memtionsd sommunication from Washington to the Vead Hahatsale ~-
the leaders of the Vaad called an urgent meeting of the administrative board in order
t0 map out a plan for rapid astioa in the fisld of relief for Ahose who have the -
opportunity now to be reseued. o .

At this mesting, held Monday eveains at the office of the Vasd Hahatsals, 138
Nassau Street, with Rabbi Isreel Roseaberg presiding, and atteaded by a nusber of
prominent personalities, hesds of yeshivahs, rabbis, soeial workers and lay-lesders;

tens of thousands of dollars wers colleated on $he spot (through loans), thus amabling.

the Vaad Hahatsala to remit $154,000 at onge for the rescue of thousands ”’Mlh .l
People). mumbering many Torsh scholars. R :

Many ten thoussnds of dollars were spent by the Vaad Hahatsala u the eourse » r

of the past year to rescue Jews from the Baropean valley of tearsj hunéreds and -
perhaps thousands of Jewish men, women and children were recently resoued from s
horrible desth, thanks to the vigilanse and tireless work of the Vead Habatsals. e
Now, however, with the remittancejof 154,000 ~- is the firat time the Voad Hahatsaly:

has mansged to collect so swiftly and remit such a latge sum for geeral “‘u oh ressus r

A% the present moment the Vaad Hehatsala is pueparing o arouse Auerican Jemry -
to seino the opportunity to ressus tens of thousands of Jews £rom the Buropeas - g
Gshena. The rescue astivity, whieh is alresdy going on, mist 1ot be interrwpted bus
strangthened and accelerated. . :

The same news item is repsated in the Jevish Dadly Forverd.

i




The Day
Sunda¥ = Jamary 23, 1944

STATEMENT O JOAISH WORLD OONGRESS QN CAMPAIGH TO RESGUR JIis R

(n Priday, Jauuary &lat, a news iten from Washington in the Jewish press
reportsd that the Treasury Department has sonoluded an agreement with repressstatives
of the American Jevish Qonference and the Jewish World Qongress according to whieh
"the Jewigh forld Congress is recognized as the agensy to carry on the aclivity of
rescuing Jevs from the European Gehena." In connection with this the Exesutive Jom-
mittes of the Jewish Horid Oongress has the following explanation) SR

For quite some time the Executive Comaittes of the Jewish Yiorld (Jonmgress
and the Rescua (omzittes of the American Jewish Jonferance have been conducting me-
gotiations in Washington in the name of Auerican Jewry for ressue activity of Yews in
Durops oo a larger scale. gimilar efforts are being made by the British sestion of
the Jawish World Congress in Londoh. Plans mibmitted iu both Washington and Landen
have besn well received. There is ground for hope thad the rescue aohivity will scon ; |
expand considerably. o ‘

At the same time the Executive Jommittee of the Jewish World Congreas must-

/ state that no officisl agreszent of auy sort has been concluded until now.and that
negotiations have not besn conducted in the mense that the Jewish World Qougress should
become the sole agency for carrying on the rescue activity of Buropesa Jews. No ome:
of the Exesutive Jomuittee of the World Jewish Qongress has issued such o statesent.

b XS - kb

-y

Transl,
hr/hw - 1/24/44




o

Jowish Nerning Journal
Jaumary 11, 1944

U, 5. GOTEUMENT WL AZD THR CAMPATAN OF THA JWUINH NOMD JEVIEX QUMMM ‘- .
TO AMCUR TWS I OF THS TUIAE HOWED JNEIEX QUUMAMA

~ (#pesial telegran to the Jowish Moraing Jeurnal)

Washington, Thursday. — Your correspendent learnsd today that the Ameriean
government made a very:important step $owards ressuing the Jews of Harope. Threwgh
the Sreasury Depariment an agreemant ¥was conoluded with the Jewish leaders of New
York, repressuting the American Jewish (oaferense and the TJewish World Congress ase. .
cording to which the Jewish World Gongress is resogaised as the agensy through whieh -
the campaign to rescue Jevs will be conducted. o S

The details of this agreement have no% been revesled as yot. It was m, v
howsver, that it is pretty extensive and provides possibilities for sarrying.on
conorete work, which means the reseue of hundreds and thousands of Jewid lives.

I+t geens as though the government will allot for this purpose a Yery hrcd‘ m
of money. : ’

——y———

The Jewish Mgraing Journal contasted yesterday both the Jowigh World Qongress:
and the Americm Jewish Qonferense bat obtained no more than & confirmation as {e
the truth of this report and that Redbi Irving Miller has roported on A% Wednesday'
evening to the Administrative Gonmittee of the Jewish Gongress. 3

It was also intimated that sny day the matter will be pudlished in greater
d.td»l. o .

Transl.
hr/bw = 3/R0/44




