


Secretary Harold L. Ickes, i
Comrmttee, stated: * i
the Committee will dou tless. direct its efforts: it
cuc1y way pass;blc in.the dccomplishment of .the’
hope of rescue in the - hearts. of ]ewish bheop!

EMERGENCY GOMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Co-Chairmen . R .

DEAN ALFANGE Avgust Rhy 1944
FETER H. BERGSON - 3 -
LoUls BROMFIELD : :

BEN HEGHT

FHON. WILL ROGERS. JR.
HON. ANDREW L. SOMERS
MADAME SIGRID UNDSET
DR. MAURICE WILLIAM
DR. LI YU-YING

Mr. J. W. Pehle, : e R
Executive Director, . P

B Vice-Chairmen

WILLIAM S. BEP:II;Jg]T . = B

D BERCO .
KONRAD BER War Refugee Board, 7 . ;
OSCAR W. EHRHORN Washington 25, D. C. )

WILLIAM HELIS
DEAN GEORGE W. MATHESON

— HERBERT 8. MOORE
FLETCHER PRATT R

. H N F.

Dish SERaIG My dear Mr. Pehle:

JOHAN J. SMERTENKO B
Executive Director ' This will gratefully acknowledge your note

SAMUEL MERLIN

CABSLTTOMTY | EcHsLER of August 23 forwarding the communication of Count

Treasurer

MRS. FRANCES GUNTHER Sforza to our Conference. . o

Members

STELLA ADLER
. AMIEL

A. BEN-ELIEZER

T. BENNAHUM

M. BERCHIN

RABBI PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER

PROF. RONALD BRIDGES .
BISHOP JAMES A. CANNON. JR.

HE .
R — Johan J4 Smerterko
P.
DR. ALBERT C. DIEFFENBACH JJS:EP Executive Viee-Chalrman

PROF. SHELDON GLUECK

DR. CONRAD HOFFMANN, JR.

NATHAN GEORGE HORWITT

JOHN B. HUGHES

E. JABOTINSKY

DR. FRITZ KAUFMANN

ROSE KEANE

EMIL LENGYEL B
1. LIPSCHUTZ - B
LAWRENCE LIPTON

RABBI ARTHUR MEYEROWITZ
MICHAEL POTTER

= VICTOR M. RATNER
CURT RIESS

MAURICE RIFKIN . Tl

- 4 -
* RABBI ELIEZER SILVER - . B -
ARTHUR SZYK : B
IRVING TAITEL . _
THOMAS J. WATSON - : - 2
ALEX WILF
Other Committee Offices : e T T )
2317 15TH STREET, N. W. 1$8-NORTH CLARK STREET “7 L 385 WASHINGTON 'STREET
WasHsiNGTON, D, C. CHICAGO. ILL. OSTON. MASS. N
716 WALNUT STREET 5371 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD i LIy a5 NEW: cA\!ENDISH STREI
"PHILADELPHIA, PAl - 'Lo§- Am;su.ss. CAL, B TR B LoNn N W1, ENGLAND:
' 35 ‘RASHI BTHEET S
o108  PALESTINE




AUG 23 1944 7‘

Dear Mr. Smertenko:

The following message for you from Jount Sforss
wae Teceived through the American Delegate in Rome under

date of August 16, 1944

At pleases me to kmow that the contribution
which I mede to the first confersnce Lo save
Jews is not forgotten. This time I am happy

to send facts to you instesd of plans and
wishes. Here are the facts: Not only hms my
friend, Prime Minister Bonomi, sbolished all

of the anti-Jewish laws but in addition together
we have warsly recommended to all Italisns that
they show their Jewish compatriots how hateful
and despicable they consider discriminutions .

of religlous and racial nature to bed

Very truly yours,

{Bipned] 5.9, Penla

J. W. Pehle
Exequtive Director

Mr. Joban J. Smertenko,
Executive Vice Chairman,
Emergency Comaittes to Save the

Jewish People of Barope, Inc.,
25 Weat 45th Street, _,
Hew York 19, New York.

ooy Szl K9
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PARAPURA3E OF TLLEGRAH~EE3EIVED"'

FROM? The American r‘;'/elegation,f‘xome

TO: ~ The Secretary of State, Waahingtéh
DATk: August 16, 1944

NOKDER:  194x '

|

Keference 13 made herewith to the Lepartment‘'s

N

August 4 cable No. 6.
Given below is the substance of Sfo?ia's repiy to
Nertenke of the hmergency Jg;mittee to Save Europe's
Jewlsh Pacplet A
It pleases me to know that the contribution whieh
1 made to the fiwvst conference Lo save Jdews ls not for-
potten. This time I am heppy to send faets to you instead

of plans and wishes. fHere are the facts: Not only has

my frieuné, Prime Hinlster ﬁgnomi,abolishgd all of the

v )
apti-~Jewish laws but in addition teogether we have
warmly recommended to all Itallians that they show their
Jewigh compatriots how hateful and despicable they consilder o o J

discriminaticns of religious end racial nature to be,' R o !

KIRK =

D3i:EEH  8/19/44

DECLASSIFIED
State, Dépt. Letter, 1- 1192

L ByR H. Parks Daté_S.E.E 11 19?@




dw

G4 1M

Dear Mr. Smertenko:
There is enclosed herewith a copy of a cable

which the War Refugee Board has msked the Stata Dapart-
ment to despatch in your behalf.

Very truly yours, e

A Pl AU gin,

Florence Hodel
Assistant to the Executive Director

¥r. Johan Smertenko,

Emergency Cormittee to Save .
the Jewlsh People of Furope, Inc.,

1 East 44th Street,

Heow York, New York,

Enclosure.

Lt bl o

25 SFaat £57L L.
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T0 SAVE THE JEWISH moéLE oF EﬁROPE ;w
YORK AUGUST SEVENTH, AS ONE WHO CONTE
70 CREATION OF COMMITTEE BY PARTIOIF.

FERENGE 1AST. TEAR YOU OAN RENDER GF

AD concRATUALon;’ YOUR SPLEND:
DEMOORAGY”




DELEGATE, .ROME
CABLD TO ANERICAN mmm FROH VAR. REFU&EE BOARD

Please deliver the following message to Count Carlo -
Sforss, Rome, from Johan Smertenkq of the Erergency Copuittes to

Save the Jewish Pecple of Farope, Inc.s

mSECGHD NATIONAL, CONFERENCE EMEROENCY COMMITTER TO

GAVE TE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE WILL BE HELD NEW YORK
\UGUST SEVENTH STOP AS ONE WHO CONTRIBUTED BNORMOUSLY
70 CREATION OF COMAITTEE BY PARTICIPATING IN FIRST GON~
FERENGE LAST YEAR YOU CAN RENDER GREAT SERVICE 710 TRAGTO
CAUSE OF JEWISH PEOPLE BY MESSAGE OF KNGOURAGEMENT STATING
PLNS OF TTALIAN GOVERNMENT TOWARD REHABILITATION ITALIANS
OF HEBREW DESCENT IN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE OF ITALY
STOP WARMEST PERS(NAL REGARDS AND CONGRATULATIONS YOUR
SPLENDID WORK FOR ITALIAN DEMOCRACY®

July 29, 1944
2125 peme

Miss Chauncey (For the Sec’ ¥)e Abrahamson; Cohn,. DuBoisy. Friedua
Hodel, laughlin, Lesser; Mann, Mannon, McCormacksy Ga‘bl,, Cont

7% ‘/ 7 ’ .
 FHslab 7/29/44 -
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Dear Mr. Smertsnko:

) Ag requested in your lettsr of July 27, 1944, we have delivered g
the message enclosed therswith to the Depaptment of State for transmittal i
to Count Sforsa through official channele. {

e have recently been informed that the voluma of private agenoy
. messages being transmitted through the War Refugee Hoard cable facilities:
has been so great that the cable fadillities -Afizat least one overseas sisaion
are being seriously overtaxed. Bince this matter has been called to our
-attention, we have reviswed the general situation and examined the number -
and content of some of the private meseages that have recently been sent ) E
through our facilities, It is apparent that in some instances, these mes- .
sages could have been trensmitted through commercisl channels with at leaat o
equally aatisfaotory reaults, .

In an effort to improve the situation we ars now suggesting that
private agencies review all their mesasges farefully and 1imit theiy use of
War Refugee Board facilities to the transmission of those which, for some
compelling reason, oannot be sent through privatp cable companies, In this
connaction, 1t is worth pointing out that there ara many cccasions wien
private facilities are yielding quicker results than WRB facilities,

I feel surs that you will understand the purpose of this letter
and that you will, through the exercise of oolf—routraint maks every offort
to reduce the load now being carrled by War Rasfugee Hoard channels, On the
other hand, I want you to know that we ars perfastly wtlling to continue to
offér the use of our feoilllities for those messages vhich can most uffeotivoly
be sent through ue. .

Very truly yours,

{8igned) 5. w. Ponic -

J, W, Pehle -
Executive Director

Hr, Johan J. Bmertenko, ] 7 . ;
Executive Vice Chalrman, : : L o
Emergency Conmittae to Bave

the Jewish Feople of Eurnpe, Ine.,
4 86 Vet 45th Street,
Hew York 19, Rew York,

M e YA R R







- Secretary Harold L. Ickes, in
Committee, stated:. ** No
the Committee -will: doubtless “dire

- every way - possible. in: ‘the
hope -of rescue in- the. h
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LOUIS BROMFIELD S
BEN HECHT
HON. WILL ROGERS, JR.

HON. ANDREW L. SOMERS
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F ER P ) s
A. HADANI RAFAELI My dear Mr. Penle:
LISA SERGIO
JOHAN J. SMERTENKO

May L ask your kind services in the transmission .
of the enclosed cable to Count Sforza? ~. As you probably
know, Count Storza was one of the very actlve participants
Secretary .
GABRIEL A. WECHSLER in our {irst Conterence and ig a personal friend oi mine.
Treasurer L have every reason to believe that he vould like to. send
MRS. FRANCES GUNTHER us & Dessuge and while I am writing, L should like to meke
doubly swre that this messuge will grrive here in time- oy
communicating with him by mesns of thus cab.Le. ) ’

Executive Director
SAMUEL MERLIN

Members
STELLA ADLER

: i hope you will recall our -conversaiion and t.he
. A. BEN-ELIEZER

T BENNAHUM stress 1 laid on baving your acceptance &8 a spea,ker abyg
RABBI PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER one of our public sessions as early as possible. You m&y
BISHOP JAMES A. CANNON. JR. have noticed the plelmmary publicity in which we bave:
ALAN . CORBLUL announced the numes of the Honorary Chairmen who zncludes

R, ALBERT &. "sfs"f.léé'ém Senator Guy M. Gillette; Dr. Frank P. Grahem, Philap Murray,
PR ONAAD HOFEMANN, JR. Bishop Bromley Oxnam, Mrs. Ruth Bryan Rohde, Hon. A.Lired E.

J6uN B, SoanEs T Smith and Senator Elbert D. Thomas. S e
E. JABOTINSKY 7 ,
DR. FRITZ KAUFMANN

ROSE KEANE

EMIL LENGYEL

. LY
AR TEiPTON beceuse we should like to include your neme. in the m;\.t:.al

v MARTIN press releuse. fiall you please help us to:0rgailze OUr WOrL: -

. T
RO K A eTH by indicating which aiternocon willbe most’ convenient 1or you?

RABEI ARTHUR MEYEROWITZ - As i wrote you beiore; it seems 1o e uore: approp_m.ate Ato
VICTOR. M. RATNER have you spesk at our opening .sessions 'Tb'],'s, i erve as
el Ll a preface to the deliberations of the yarious

ARTHUR ROSENBERG - consider the specific problems involved in uture rescue wox
RABBI ELIEZER SILVER . I . =

gﬁ:ﬁﬁ'&;}éﬁ%ﬁnso" - ' ' Vie have been very successiul An gentmg the co—operam.on
ALEX WILF of the various Governments in the panelsi - Sweden, Czechosles

vakia, Yugoslavia, Fra.nce -and Greece ‘nave already des:.gnated

Other Committee O}ﬁm. .
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Mr. John W. Pehle = . = ..

their representatives. Qthers héve>promised to.dp:s0
have the International Red Cross, the Fr;ends, and t
represented on the Panels.

One other urgent reason ror having your decision at the ear-
liest possible moment occurs to me. We should like to have it in
time to inform the radio station on which we are arranglng a national
broadcast.

Executive Vice-Chairman




CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED)
FOREIGN || DOMESTIC

FULL FULL
RATE RATE

DAY
CoE \eTTeR
SERIAL
SERVICE

RADIO NIGHT ) .
LETTER MESSAGE ‘ .

INIGHT
PRESS LETTER

A RADIO CORPORATION OF A
O A O D B *Xe

Send the following Radiogram 'Dul m tubject to the conditlons, ugulullonl and lalel as set huh In tho cppllccblo
tarlft of R.C.A. Communications, Inc, and on filo with the regulatory authorities. - :

5 . SEND NIGHT LETTER

JULY 27, 1944.

COUNT CARLO SFORZA
ROME, ITALY

SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO -SAVE THE JEWISH PEOPLE

OF EUROXE WILL BE HELD NEW YORK AUGUST SEVENTH VSTOP 4S5 ONE WHO CONTR.[BUTED

ENORMOUSLY 10 CREATION OF COMMITTEE BY PAKT.LCIPATING AN FLRST (JONFERENCE

LAST YEAR YOU CAN RENDER GREAT SERVICE TO TRAGIC GAUSE OF JEWLSH PEOPLE

BY MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT STATING PLANS OF ITALLAN GOVERNMENT TOWARD

REHABILITATION ITALIANS OF HEBREW DESGENT IN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE -

OF ITALY STOP WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND CONGRATULATIONS YOUR SPLENDID ) -

WORK FOR ITALLAN DEMOCRACY.

A
JOHAN SMERTENKO

.FULL-RATE MESSAGE UNLESS MARKED OTHERWISE

Sender's Name and Address

{Not to he transmitted}
Form 1001, TA 3R%- 41




R.C.A. Commumcatlons, Ing:
listed below. Under wartinie ondmons, however,
are prOhlblted from acceptmg messages for trans“

territor ies.

Argentina
Australia .
Belgian Congo
Belgium
Bermuda
Brazil =~ -
Chile

China
Colombia
Cuba

Curacao
Czechoslovakia

Dutch East Indies
Dutch Guiana
Bgypt

Finland

France

French Equatorial Africa
French Indo-China
Germany

Great Britain
Greenland
Guatemala

Haiti

Dominican Republic Hawaii

To countries where no direct route is available,

are subject ro fewer relays.

- Martinique

Iceland
Iran

Chaly - SE Piekre-Miquelon.

J?pm: - Spain
Liberia. - ‘ Si&eden
Mexico S."Vi.t'zé!l'lénd
New Caledonia Syria

New Zealand . . Tahiti

Norway Turkey
Panama- U.S.S.R.

Philippines Venezuela

“Via RCA" offers superior service, since messages
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faleWuady )hz.uss:a before beir
N corzmplcated o anyong -
A other than a (‘ovemne:nt -
W ' ABENGYe - (BR) '
Fmergendy Comnitiss %o . ﬁsva
the Jowlieh People of ﬁvmope.
1 Eagt Forsy-fourth Sﬁ;m@ﬁ,
New York, lew York.

/ | L nePia:i&ﬁrnFEﬁATE
MERIOAN CONSVLABEERMEEEX | ARl e

JERUSALEN., - - B k t\u"\“ONS

Y H“CORDS
vy

Prohac .d.euvar ghe f’ol].owlng memsage t;o At."yeh
Bensdtesor, 35 Radal Street, Telaviv, from ‘the aar?,l'
Refugoe Bosrd. ' : .

«QUO? X lmp@xﬂacive yeu proemed 'I‘uws@y _

Awnedlately tako oharge our rescu@ aofwima , |

thers very u.rgene, Cabled expenses snoueané

dallers via Amsrican X»xpr%a. Oable reply. o
. |
%ill Rogers Qokawmbanenon Ghaimgn Emerg@ncy

Committes. UNLUOTE

/ M ,‘)
WABIOLWS AM

y

TR
éi?gﬁlé/%! ~‘ -




7O CONSUL GENERAL, JERUSALEN, FOR ARYER BENELIBSRR, YELAY

Planse dolivcr the followirg uualgc to Aryeh. an.‘
86 Rashi Street, Telaviv, from the War Refuges. Boardy ..

QUOTE Impsrative you progesd Turkey: M‘sdiatql;, t-ako
cherge our rescue activities there iery urgent STOP gcbled i
expenses thousend dollar;s‘via Americen Rxpress S10P gable roplr :
STOP Will Rogers Oo-Obsirman Emergency Oommittes, UNGUOTE

It is noted that the State Department refused to transmit

the attached cable when it was signed by Will Rogers and Peter Bergson, - -

on the ground that Bergson is a political figure., Bergson's naniev»'hés e

been removed and it is signed only by NMr. Will Rogers: a8 Co-Chairman, - :

Mr. Rogers, as you know, is a member of Congress.

It will be eppreciated if you will have tﬁé{ cable d

patched at once to Mr. Aryeh Beneliezer, 35 Rashi Street
and bill the Emergency Comnittee to-Save the Jemish: ‘People of

for the cost of the message. -

Apr:ll 6, 1944
'35 a.m,




