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Mr. J. w. Pehle, 
Executiv~ Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Pehle1 

August 24., 1944• 

This will gratefully acknowledge, your note 

of August 23 forwarding the communication of Count/ 

Sforza to our Conference. 

JJS:EP 

Oth.r. Commill" Officer : 

tsa-·NORTH CLARK STREET 
CHICAGO, ILL, 

333 WASHINGTON STREET 
B06TON, MASS. 

-::~-~-- .. 
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AUG 2 3 1!M4 

Dear Mr. 8urtenk01 

The tollowt.Dg aea.age for JOU hoe Ooat Stora 
was receind tbl'oup ~ AmeriCID Del.,ate in lolle under 
date of Aupt 16, 19441 

"lt pleaeee me to know that the contribuUoo 
which l made to the firet conference to taTe 
Jen 11 not forgotten. 'Dli• time 1 • bl.ppJ 
to tend fact• to JOU instead of pl.Me aaA 
w1ebe•· Here are the :taota: lot ODlf tu rq 
friend. Prime Mlni•ter JcmGm1, abolilhed all 
of the an.U-Jewilh lm b\>.t in addition top'11er 
we have warml.J recomiended to all l ta:U.ua tblt 
th91 tbow tbeir Jewith oampatriot1 bow 1-tetal 
and despicable tbeJ consider dilCl'lainatiou 
of religious and_ raoial nature to W 

/./-- -

BDrlu7 8/22/44 ~ ;,; -

,_, tNl.1 fOUl'lt 

{Bignell) J • W • Pell.lo 

J. W. Pehl.e 
E:reouthe Dlrec\or 



FROM: 

TO: 

DATE: 

PARAPliRASI.<, OF 'l'LL@RA:J EE~ElVED 
v . 

The American Lelegation, Rome 

The Secretary of 9te.te, \Ynshington 

August 16, 1944 

Hefere.ncs is made herewith to the I:epartment'a 

August 4 cable No. 36. 
,/ 

Given below is the substance of Sf'orzn's reply to 
v/ 

iierteiike o:t' the bmergenc-y J ommlt tee to Save Europe 1 s 

Jewish People: 

It pleases :me to know that the c.ontrioution which 

I m!lcle to the fil'st· conference to save Jews is not for-

gotten. This tlme I am happy to send facts to you instead 

of plans and wishes. Here are the facts: Not only has 
v· 

my frienc, Prime llllnister Bonom:l.,abolishea all 01· the 
v 

anti-Jewish laws but in E!ddit1on together we have 

warmly reco:nmended to all Italians that they show their 

Jewish co~patriots how hateful and despicable they consider 

discrim1naticns of religioua s.nd racial ne.ture to be. 

DJ3. :EDH B/19/44 

KIRK 

.. ?'/ - - ...... 

. . 

01A .A ;;{.1~ . 
f v\P (I_~ f . , .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, l-H•?2 

, By R. lL~~arks naw"..s£e :}1- l~f~ 

~----



AUG 4 1914 

Dear Mr. Smertenko1 

There is enoloeed herewith a oopy of a oable 

which the War Refugee Board has a.,Jced the State Depart-

ment to despatch in your behalf. 

Very trlily yours, 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant to the Executive Director 

Mr. Johan &nertenko, 
llinergenoy Committee to Save 
the Jewish People of Europe, Inc., 

l East 44th Street, 
Hew York, New York. 

l!nclosure. 

~~~: 
2 s YI~ ;/sit,,,&. 

FH:lab 8/4/44 

-.~ 
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FROM; 

T<lt 

DArrEDs 

',NUMBERc 

August 'I+, 1944 

36 
x 

From W&l" Rotugcu~ Board. , , , ,' 

Please deliver the 1'ollfow1ng m9SSM8 to Qollllroai-lo·, 
, , ./ . ' . . . Y. . . >/ . , 

Sforza, Rome, from Johan Smert~nko o:f," the l,!:'111Pl.'geh~y<Q«?Jll"! 

mittee to .save the Jewish People of Europ•.~.· }fo' c. 
"SEOOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE EMERGENqf,OOMMI'fl'Elil· 

. . . 

TO SAVE THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF ElmOPE wrtt;J3E HELD NElW 

. / .~!~tit~ 
liABILITATl:ON :rTALIANS OF. aEaaEW PEStJi:~(·j'~ r~cfI.:i'l".(o.AL ·~-· .. ~· '"•::r· 

AND. EooNoJri,o ~):_FE, OF ITJU.l~ .W~~~~~~ciW~;~RE.·. q~iji;~'. :0;:cf 
"• T' 0\.-<•'-' 

.Al:ID oo.NGR.A'.t'q~~±o~~ 1PW s~Iri}VWnc .. ·:{~o~·,i~;'RAL.-·J.AN .. :., .• · ··~ ,:·,. 
- ' : -- <.::,._:~.-:- .:: 

DEMOORAQYJt ,-· .. -.-.-, 
,, 

°"_(\\- -·~-,_~--
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DELEGATE, ROME 
CABLE TO Af.IERIQAN ~ FROI! WAa REFUQgE JJOARD 

Please deliver the following meseage to Count Carlo· 

Sforza, Rome, from Johan SmertenkQ or the Emergenoy Ccipdttee to 

Save the Jewish People of Jlnrope, Inc.s 

11SECCJND NATICllAL, OctilFER~CJ~ J!:MERGENOY COJ.U.IITTEE TO 

SAVE 'l'HE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE WlLL BE HELD NEW YORK 

AUGUST S!MlfTH STOP AS ONE l'II!O COOTRIBUTED EliORMQUSLY 

TO CREATIOO OF COMMITTEE BY PARTICIPATING IN FIRST OON­

FERT!NCE LAST YEAR YOU CAN RmilDER GREAT SERVICE 'l'O TRAGIC 

CAUSE OF JEWISH PEOPLE BY MESSAGE OF l!'.NCOURAQEMENT STATING 

PLANS OF ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 'l'OWARD REHABILITATION ITALIANS 

OF HEBREW DESGT!NT IN. POLITICAL AND ECCNOMIG LIFE OF ITALY 

STOP WARMEST PERSCNA1 REGARDS AND CQJGRATULATIUIS YOUR 

SPLl!NDIDWORK FOR ITALIAN DEMOCRACI" 

J11ly 29, 1944 
2;25 p.m. 

Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y). Abrahamson, Cohn •. Dullois~.]'r:l.eamall., .. · 
Hodel, Laughlin, Lessero Mann, Me.nnon, McCormack, Cab~.e ControlJl'iles,. 

1.11..f ._---
'r;/VV' ·. Pll:lab 7/29/44 



Dear Mr. Bmertenkol 

A1 requeeted in your lettar ot July 27, 1944, ve have delivered 
the meesage enclosed therewith to the Department of StBte tor transmittal 
to Count Stor1a through official channel•. 

\'le have recently been informed that the volume of private agency 
me1aagee being tran1m1tted through the War Refugee Board cable tacilitiet 
hae been mo great that the cable f&eilitiee-tfinat leaet one overeeae •i•sion 
are being seriously overtaxed. Since this matter baa been called to our 
attention, we have reviewed the general ettuati<in and e:umlllad the number 
and oontent of some of the private me11agea that have recently been sent 
through our facilities. lt is apparent that in some instances, these •••· 
sages could have been transmitted through commercial channel• with at leaet 
equally satisfactory results, 

In an effort to lll]lirove the •ltuation we are now auggeetlng that 
private agencies review all their meeengea darefull7 and llllit their use of 
War Refugee Board fao111t1e• to the trBn.smlee1on_of thoee which, tor eo•• 
compelling reason, cannot be aent through private cable companies. ln thl• 
connection, lt is worth polntlng ou\ that there are many occaaton1 when 
private faciUtlee are y1el4ing~_.qu1ckel" renlte than lfBi :facUitiee, 

I :feel eure that you will Ullder•t&l\d the purpoee of tbh letteJ' 
and that you will, tbrou~Ji the exercise of eelt-!'9etra1nt, ~e 9T917, effort 
to reduce the load now being carried b1 War Refu,ee Board cb'annela. On the 
other hand, I want you to know that Ve are perfectly wlltbig to contln'lie to 
offer the use o:t: our f'aoilitl•• tor those meaeag .. which can aoet •f'feotively 
be eont throUgh ue, 

Mr. Johan J. ilmel'tenko, 
Executive Vice Chairman, 
Emergency Oommitt~e to Save 

the Jewish People of Europe. Inc., 
S5 West 45tb Street, 
New York 19, New· York. 

ffliRned) J. II. Pehl, 

J, W, Peble 
Executive Director 

&,tj' -~~ ! 8-1 ... 44 

·5f~' 
-:';f·-, 



i 
l 

I 
I 

r 
.. ~· 



\~\ 
-, 

EMERGENCY COMMlnEE TO SAVE .THE J~ISHP.EOPLE ~F.EOR()PEi l~c;:;·,/ 
25 W. 45th St., New YorkJ9,. ~. Y• \•:Jlrya;~t;?~600 · 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Co,Chairmen 

DEAN Al..FANGE 
PETER H. BERGSON 
L.OUIS BROMFIELD 
BEN HECHT 
HON. WILL ROGERS, JR. 
HON. ANDREW L., SOMERS 
MADAME SIGRID UNDSET 
DR. MAURICE WILLIAM -
DR. LI YU-YING 

Vice,Chairmen 

WILLIAM S. BENNET 
KONRAD BERCOVICI 
JO DAVIDSON 
OSCAR W. EHRHORN 
WILLIAM HELIS 
DEAN GEORGE W. MATHESON 
HERBERT S. MOORE 
FLETCHER PRATT 
A. HADANI RAFAEL.I 
LISA SERGIO 
JOHAN J. SMERTENKO 

Executive Director 
SAMUEL MERLIN 

Secrewry 
GABRIEL A. WECHSLER 

'Treasurer 
MRS. FRANCES GUNTHER 

Members 

STELLA ADLER 
J. J. AMIEL 
AL BAUER 
Y. BEN·AMI 
A. BEN·ELIEZER 
T. BENNAHUM 
M. BERCHIN 
RABBI PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER 
PROF. RONALD BRIDGES 
BISHOP JAMES A. CANNON, JR. 
LESTER COHEN 
ALAN CORELLI 
REP. SAMUEL. DICKSTEIN 
DR. ALBERT C. DIEFFENBACH 
PROF. SHELDON GLUECK 
DR. CONRAD HOFFMANN. JR, 
NATHAN GEORGE HORWITT 
JOHN 8, HUGHES 
E. JABOTINSKY 
DR. FRITZ KAUFMANN 
ROSE KEANE 
EMIL LENGYEL 
I. LIPSCHUTZ 
LAWRENCE LIPTON 
EMIL LUDWIG 
GOV, EDWARD MARTIN 
PROF. KIRTLEY MATHER 
GOV. J. HOWARD McGRATH 
RABBI ARTHUR MEYEROWITZ 
MICHAEL POTTER 
VICTOR· M. RATNER 
CURT- RIESS 
MAURICE RIFKIN 
SAMUEL ROSEN 
ARTHUR ·ROSENBERG 
K. SHRIDHARANI 
RABBI ELIEZE;.R SILVER 
ARTHUR SZYK 
IRVING TAITEL 
THOMAS J. WATSON 
ALEX WIL.F ' 

2317 13TH STREET, N, W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C, 

71 6 WALNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. ...,, ... 

. - ' - . - . ~ .- : - -- ~ - . ' . . ' . ·. . . ' 

. . . 
J u:1.y· -;/r, 1.944. 

Mr, J obn W • P ehle, ExecutJ. ve. Di1;ec tor, 
War Rei'ugee Boai·d, 
Treusury l:!ui.1.a.:i.ng, 
WaabJ.11gton, D. G. 

My dear Mr. Pehle: 

.May .L ask your und services in the tl?.ansmiSSlon _ 
oi' the encloi;;ed cable to Count Sforza? Aa you pfobab'ly 
.1.mow, Count s1·or:.1a was one of' t.be very active participantl3 
in our i'irst Cont'erence and is a personal friend oi' mine. 
i have every reason to ·be.Lieve that lie would like to send 
us a mess·age and wlule I am writing, 1 should lu:e to make 
doubly sw:·e that thl.s message will arr.i.ve he1·e in time "ey 
communicating with h:un by means 01· tlus cable. · 

i bope you: will r·ecall our ·conversation anQ. the 
stress .1. laid on .lla.VJ.Dg your acceptance iii>. a SP.erurer ~tL 
one of our pub.Lie sessions_ as earJ.¥ as poss.i.ble. 'You. may 
llave notJ.ced the p1:el.llllinary publicity in which we ba,ve, 
announced the nu.111es oi' the Honorar-y O.biil.rmen wbo :mcl~; 
Senator Gizy ld, Gillette; Dr. Frank p, Graham, Philip MUri:"ay_; 
Bishop Bromley Oin!i.111, Mrs. Ruth Bryan Rohde, Hon. Alfred E .• 
Smith ana Senator Elbert ·D. Tholllas_. . !' , 

We have withheld announcemel.it of the various.- speakers--~-
because we sboul.d like to include your name in the .initi.al · 
press re.Lease. Will you please. help us to. orgar4ze ·our 'Wol'.11; 

by indicating which ai'teruoon willbe most convenient .for you1 
As i, wrote you bei·ore, it aeems to me lllOre app1•opr~ia"te -to 
l:la.ve you speak at our opeiWlg sessionf This will s~r;ve.a1> 
a p1·eta.ce to the deliberations oi' the varioui> pah~J.i> t.l:lat will. . 
consider the specific problemi.; involved in future l'esc1.1e:,woi·k-. 

of the 
vakia, 

- . 

We bave been vecy i:;ucceaei'ul. ill. getti"ng t~ co-:operatioxr 
various Governments in the panel~· : Sweden, Czechos.i.e,,­
Yugosla.via, France, and Greece have a1reaily designated. • 

Olhtr Committ" Offices : 

·:139 NORTH CLARK STREET. 
. CHICAGO, ILL. 

5371 WILSHIRE BOiJLEVARD -~_: _ _r:;o_-_-
, --_..:.~ .L;-os. ANGELEs; C"Ai..-. . . 
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• 
.Mr. John W • Pehle 

thei1· representatives. Others have promised 
have the International Red Cross, 
represented on the Panela. 

One other urgent i·eason for bavJ.ng youi· decision at t.be ear­
liest possible moment occurs to me. We should like to have it in l 
time to inform the radio station on which we are arranging a ru;.tional 
broadcast. 

JJS:EP 
enc. 



Send the following Radlog~am 1ublecl lo lh• condltlon1, regulallona'and ratea aa HI forth In Ill• appllcablll. 
tarlll of R.C.A. Communlca1lon1, Inc., and on Ille wlih the regulatory aulllorltlee. · · · 

COUNT CARLO SFORZA 
ROME, ITALY 

SEND NIGHT LETTER 

JULY ;:.7, l944· 

SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE EllERGENCY COMMITTEE TO·SAVE THE JEWISH PE.OPLE 

OF EUROl'E WILL BE HELD NEW YORK AUGUST SEVENTH STOP AS ONE WHO CONTRIBUTED 

ENORMOUSLY TO CREATION OF COMMLTTEE BY P.liliTICIPATING IN URBT CONF'.ERENCE· 

LAST YEAR YOU CAN RENDER GR.EAT SERVICE TO TRAGIC CAUSE OF JEWISH PEOPLE 

BY MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGE21ENT STATING PLANS OF ITALIAN GOVERNMENT TOW.ii.RD 

REHitBILITATION ITALIANS OF HEBREW DESCENT IN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC LIF.E 

OF ITALY STOP WARM.EST PERSONAL RED.ARDS AND CONGRATULATIONS YOUR SPLENDID 

WORK FOR ITALIAN DEMOCRACY. 

-~ 
JOHAN SMERTENKO 

., fUll·RATE MESSAGE UNLESS M~IKED OTHERWISE 
leiider'a Name and Addren - . -- .. 

<Not to he transmitted) 
1"onu lllOJ, TA :>R'f- tt 
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Argentina Dutch East Indies 
Australia Dutch Guiana 
Belgian Congo Egypt 
Belgium Finland 
Bermuda France 
Brazil "·-· French Equatorial Africa 
Chile French Indo-China 
China Germany 
Colombia Great Britain 
Cuba Gre_enland 
Curacao Guatemala 
Czechoslovakia Haiti 
Dominican Republic Hawaii 

Holland 
Iceland 
Iran 
Italy 
Japan 
Liberia 

· Martinique 
Mexico 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Panama 
Philippines 

Swiize'rland 

Syria 
Tahiti 
Turkey 
u.s.s.R. 
Venezuela 

To countries where no direct route 1s available, "Via RCA" offers superior service, smcc messages 
are subject ro fewer relays. 
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:::euNTROL ,COEi ,,..:"::""' 
pa;N!)hlUSEU bEfOl?!O bi::lng 

<r con:.:n:~nlcuts:c1 to Gnyonr.: ··· · 
7 . .' othEr than ·n Governme:nt 
\J Agtmoy.. (BH} 

11'.me!i'~tulcJ Ot:immittH to 59.ve 
'thlil Jewhb l?eople of !W.JPOpe, 
l .ll:aot fo~tf0fOl~th Stra~t, 
Now lork 0 l~e11 :l!ox>t.. 

I 

A»!ElUO;i..N GO::~ffUI~flf~{tf!NMtMhl,X 
. ' ····~.....:---

J~JJSi!JJii:M. 

:,;.icf' . 
.Pl&{A& deliver tlu1 foll<nr1ng moaiea~e t~ AB>i,eh . 

1»01u~Uiit@ir, 3!} &obi StiPeet, Tele.Yb, trom tho W&W ·•. 

ltci:f'!J.gom a!Jle.F'd' 

~UOT~t Xmp®~aiive you proc@ed Tt.U'key 
\-

immediately taltG obQrge oui~ reoCM~ a0,1Vi~8 

the~@ v0ry u.J>gent. Cabled expens~e tnouean4 

dolllll'll lfi!i'. iunsr1C1an Expr0os. Cable re'plJ. 
I "6.e· 9 .. /· • 

Will itozers ~~~ Oha1X'mllil ~qi~~~mno1 

Com.mitt~®. UN~UOT~ 

11_,i',;..,J 

Wtm: GLL·p AMM. 

_,,M '}111,.\ 

V;/J/119 .. 

' . -1_-



._:.- .. :··-·-.: -

'J:O COIS\JL OEBWL, JE:RUS~, FOR mu 11 ...... rlt..l~> 
.. ££.c_ :· 

Please dellnr the tollod.Dg ••sqe to .lr.r•b ~~'""' 

36 Rash! Street, Tela•!•, froa the lrar Ret\laee Bo~•~ 

QVOD ?llperative ;you pr04eed !urkq 1-eM.atelT tak• 

charge our rescue aoti"111ies there ••17 urgent .STOP ~e.b:;l. .. 

e:icpea-eee thousand dollars 'ria Jileriou lbpres' ~!Of <iable 1"41J'l,7 

STOP Will Roger.a Oo-OhairMn lllergenq OOl!lldtt ... UIQU()TJ 

* * * * * * * 

It is noted that the State Department refused to transmi~ 
' . , 

the attached cable when it was signed by Will Rogers and Peter Bergson, 

on the ground that Bergson is a political figure. Bergson's name has 

been removed and it is signed only by Sr. Will Rogers as Co-Chairman. , 

Mr. Rogers, as you know, is a member of Congress. 
. . 

It will be appreciated if you will have th¢cable'd~13~ 
. . I - -

patched at once to Mr. ~h Beneliezer, 35 Rasili St~eet1>r~le:v:l.v1. 
and bill the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish.People ofji:w6ii~} 
for the cost of the message. 

April 6, 1944 
11:35 a.m. 


