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PARAVHRASE OF TELVORA REGEIVID =
FRON ‘Anerican Legagznn; Bern
T0: Aecretary or State, Washington
DATED: Aprild 3L, 1944

o s CONTROL GOFY

Depurtmont's cable no. 1168 datud April 6 1g r&ferraa
to herewiih.

Lo

Follawing 1s substonce of messrge fron Blaehluiggfébr
Andre ﬁayar: .

///Hara thare haa been graant laterest in bhe‘ﬁrégzgénﬁ‘ﬁ
gtatament but I agres wlth yaa that sn effort must ba maﬁcr
to glve 1t nmore eorfeot, uwiaa Qovernment 's offiolal Btiw 7:
tude soncerning Jowlah gnd non-Jewish refﬂgaaa ie ag you
state, but at times there /have boon deviations frem rulea
under pressurs of publie opinion, th&nk& y&rtiaul&rxy to
tiraless efforts of orgenizations and iﬁéiviﬁﬁala.'
1s much arbvitraxiness end seorsoy in!@lVgét,ggﬁ-i 1
posaible to gesude Gxact atatistieau

For time belng, apparently, rsjaaﬁlﬁng ave 1

ous, rrinolpelly baosuss of few @xgivslaiéu&3%®




aota as deterrent on efforts to eacég&, ,
Yarious peraons aonoarné& withrbhm probloﬁ havé‘ﬁaéhr

contashed by me and I bellove it 1sraaaleﬂs,to_for@ naw‘f
sroup here or 8tir up new movement hai':'a. Thers 1877.756}.513"
doie or trled everything possible thet ozn ba done within 7 7;4
the country, %
?? United Hations Covurnmunta, to expact radiosl ohango

in situetion, ahould: 1. Refor to Government of fwitzerland

to teke over suvstantlal siere of coast of u‘ykeepngn’ wi"

refugess, 2. Slve kmlas dovernmont i‘*’n‘:zml mmergz}s:ingﬁ

g
sgcm@

with tlls reasovnable length of time ulter snd in%‘ﬁf

MY 2HIM
E!

refupgess cnmring artar ziven dete will ba ramcv@

WHE

B
he rirst pe'nt is of secondary imgerbame.%’alnﬁ‘&

numbey two ls ossentlal and is very cors of the quastion,
agooyding Lo competont edvies, e hewva peason to béi:’.twé
taat, wlin sueh guarastee, Swiss Govornment eanlﬂ be ine
duged %o opsn its frontiers elther undisy §resaura af apline
lon or of 1ty own mcoord. The tims for sunoh 1&5;53,@%;;’% to

have effec:. appsars zipe./ A

- HARRIHOH,




to M. Bloch Laine on April 6, X944t

transmitbed Ly-the Staté Depury

Ky dear Mr, Meyexi

Aprdd 25, 194k

The following is a puraphrage of a message trsniuﬂtsdfi‘bi"ﬁou

There have been appointed membere of the Wax Refugee. Board
the Secretaries of War, State and Treasury for the purpose of
taking all action to rescue victims of .ensmy pereegution ol
bringing them relief, In & publio statement on Mareh 24 Prepident
Roosevelt urged the fraee péppleg of Europe to open thel ontiers
temporarily to all victims of enemy appression. It wad Bl Y.
him that means will be found for their support and. main AL
the tyrant is driven f¥om thelr homelands and they-may return apd. - -
‘in the meantime havens of refuge will be found for thems ’

not admitting Jowleh refugees fron Frunce -exeept childven
poople, preguant women apd thoge having glote velayives in.
land. T have conenlted with the War Refugee Board and with the
approval I ask you to enlist the ald of ‘influsntial Swiss per o
(1) to make inquiries into the accuracy of the report m
sbove and (2) if the report proves to be corrast, 1o -ind
with the appropriate authorities to obtain modification of
procsdures on humanitailan grounds: ¥We wiil approciate shale
you can segomplich-dn this direction und you may ha ‘guggest
for action'to be tekén here by Us.. The. American Legabion.
#111 transmit mespages to- iough - the:War Refuge
can. repord to me through this channel any developHents ;
matter which may tske places? A

#iccording to a report received here, the ewies Govornment. is

The following 15 a parap :0f My Bloch Loinets

: “bo the War Befugeo:
8ffere there has been great intereat in ©
ment but T sgree with you that
more offeet, Swips Governne
Jewish and non-Jewish refi



have been deviations from rules under pressire of publie opinicm,
thanks psarticularly to tireless efforts of organizations and - ) Lok
individuals. There is much arbitrariness and secrecy involvod, R A
and 1t is impossible to secure exact statisties. - .

#"For time being, apparently, rejections are not nuserous, ] s o E
principally because of few arrivals due to dunger in approaching - :
heavily guarded frontier and travel difficulties, but restrictive
policy undoubtedly has heretofore prevented arrival of great ’
numbsr of wretched Jews of botn sexes who are now deported,
imprisoned or dead and it still acts as deterrent om efforts to
escape.

®*Yarious persons concerned with the problem have been
contacted by me and 1 believe it is useless to form new group
here or stir up new movewent here. There is being done or tried
everything possible that can be done within the country.

*United Nations Governments, to expect radical thange in
situation, should: 1. Refer to Government of Switzerlund to takc
over substantial share of cost of upkeep of new refugebs.

2. Give Swiss Government formal undertaking that with this reason-
able length of time after end of war all vefugees entering after
given date will he removed.

"The first point iz of secondary 1mooxtanee°. Point nunber
two im essential and is very core of the question, according to
competent. adviee. ¥We have reason to believe that, with siich :
guarantee, Swisghiovernment could be induced to open itp frontiers
either under presgure of opinion or of its own aecord.. The t:uu
for such initiative to have effect appears ripe,¥

You may be assured that the Board has been making every. effdx‘t :
to satisfy the Swiss on the gecond point which M. Bloch Luine mukes,
Mr. Lesser expecits to be in New York on Wedunesday, Hay 3, and %ill
call you on the telephome %to arrange an appdiniment, §f possihle‘ :
to discuss these matiers.

“Yary itruly yours,

/0// 9 7 @6&
J. W, Pehle ) S : Ta
Executive Direclor B

Andre Heyer, Esyuire . . S
Lazard Frerers, T ! - - : Lo TR e
44, Vall Street, - - - : ) RS L lToZaeToooo o T
New York Gity.

-LSLesser:db 4/25/4i4
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'PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM._ SF)

703 Americen Legation, Bér'x__i/
FROM: Secretary of State, Washington

O CONTROL oo

Bloch_Laine, Hotel de 1-'Ecu, Geneva., o
There ﬁgégbeen eppointed meﬁb'ers‘ ‘of. ~thev'Wa
Board the Seeretaries of War, State and '.Prea

purpose of taking all aet!.on to’ rescue vic'

tyrent is driven &

and’ in the meantime
them. -

 According to-
ﬁ;gnt 1s riot sdmitt! ng: Jewi




close relatives in 3w1tzer1and. I have co

intercede with the apq?”

modifg?ation of the Swise procedures on humanitaria v

oun§§ ‘We, will apprecilate whatever you can acoom

20737 AL
vgmtzgf

thi#s direction and you maey have suggestions fo

G3Vi3038
4G

o beftaken here by us. The American Legation at

7A0S 3
Rt}

ﬁill Eransmit messages to me through the War Refugee

Board and you can report to me through thisrchannel an

developments in the matter which may takerplaqe,




umhaa, 1944
lO 20 a. m,:v

Tor  Mr, Stettinius
Fromsy J, W. Pehle

Attontions Gearge Warven

Pleage ceble this message to Winlater Hmison, ‘Bexny. from

Andre Heyer, New York, for delivery to Jean: Fraderic Bloch Ls.ine,

Hotel de 1'Ecu, Geneva. The cost of this message ghould be
charged to Andre Moyer, 44 Wall Strest, New York City. T '.,

(31gued) TN, Bewle




CABLE TO MINX&TER HARRISON, BERN

Pleate doliver the following message from Andro Meyer, New York,
to Jean Frederie Bloel Laine, Hotel de 1'Egu, G'eneva,tr T o

~

The War Refugee Board which consigts of the Seeretaries of State, . =
Treasury snd War has heen created here to take gll action to bring reldef
"to and rescue victims of enemy parsecution. On Mareh 24 in a pubide- -~
stutesent, President Reosevelt urged the free peoples of Europe temporarily -
to open their frontlers to all victims of enemy oppression, He saids = =
QUOTE We shall find havens of vefugo for them, and wo ghall find the
means for their maintensnce and support until the byyrant 4p driven fron
thelr homelandis and they may return, UNQUORR S :

Reports have reached here that Swiss government is not sduitting
Jewish refugees from Frunce execept children, old penple, pragnant women
and those with close relatives in Switwerlend, I huve consulted War -
Refugee Board and with its coneent I ask you to enlist aid of -
influential Swiss personalities to inguirve into correctiess of this
Teport, and if it appears to be correct, for them to Interceds with
appropriate suthorities with view of obtalning on humanitarian grounds S
nodification of Ewiss attitude, I will be greteful for whatever you -den - -
ascomplish or recommend should be done from hewe, Please lot me know ...
of any developments in this matter, You can comsunicate with me on this
subject through the American Logation at Bern who will take nedsages for
transnittal to me hy War Refugee Hoard, Regerds. Audre Meyer. i

S

LShesggersals 3727/44




ANDRE MEYER

44 Wall Street,
‘New York 5, N. Y.
March 24, 1944,

dr. Lavrence Lesser,

Yiar Refugee Board,

Trezcury Department,
Treussury Building, Room 164,
Tashinaton, O, C.

Deusr Wr. Lecrer,

I am sending you herewi+r draft
stle +- be sent to Mr. Bloch-Lainé in

contents.

Let me thaerk you again for
the verv kind reception wcu gave me. I do not
rneel to repeet how havpy I will be to help you
in the work you have undertezken.

Yours sincerely,




fir. Lawrence LESEER,

vler Refugee Board,

Trezsury Department,
- Trea=ury Building, Room 164
MAVHI\‘GTON, D, C. -

- me

Y &8

it

Y
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ANDRE MEYER

44 Wall Street,
New Yory 5, N. Y.




. , ¥arch 21, 1344:
Jean Frelderic Bloch Leiue, - e
Hotel de 1'Ecu, ’
Geneva, ESwitzerland.

‘merican Goverument has been informed that in accordance with

~ecert fwise Govenrment decision male adults of 18 to 80

sing from [rance who are not political refugees will be

stopped froz entering Switzerland.

I view of circumetunces and in addition to representations

made by diplometic chanrels the War Refugee Board wishes

influential Ewiss persorzlities to make independent efforts

view of ol :ing mo lificetion of thie decision from a
hrupernitacius point of
Americar. guthorities have acked me to explore possibilities

and approvel my cuiggestiow. to call on you for your cooperation.
kould be grateful for whatever you can eccomplish or eventually
recommend. V

Please cable me through United States Embassy in Berne who will

transmit.

For your information War Refugee Board is government agercy which

has been recently created by the State ¥War and Treasury'Départﬁents

to deal with refugee problems as a whole.

Regards

/
ANDRE MEYER.




