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P.ARAJ'TIRAUR OF 'l".1'.CLEOR!IU 1u:oxr11m .. 

FROM: 
~ 1 

Ariaedoan Loaatton, Btrn 
Seorotui-y ot: State, Washington TO: 

DATED: Ap:ril 2l., 1944 · 

N\Thf.!3En i 2561 
,(. 

Depnrtmont•u oeble no. U68 dated A:p11 6 is raterNci 
to Ml'OWh h. -­ll'ollow!ng ls oubstniu10 at mthflSO f;i,•gm Bloohl"intf ff.ill _,&,.. ___ _ 

Andro .Moyer' ' 

~ ·/Hore there han been sroa.t ilatOHatt in the .P.r~•.nt•t 
etatoment but I ag:ree wlth you 'that an ettort muat bl) •49c 

v 
to gt ve 1 t more ol".fttot. Swiae oove.rmfmt •u ott1o1cl atU..: 
to.de oonoerning Jowlnh f!nd non...rew18h Mt"UStiea ta eu Yi)u 

stete, but at t1m.ea tilere / have b~on. 4$v1.lilt1~1u1 t'l"om ruie~ 

und•Jl' J)l'osau:ro ot pnblto opinion,. th1u.1ke .Pal't1ot1l.arly' tb 
' ._ - -

tireless ettorta of 01'6&ni~et1011a «ind. i:t?.61vldflttl••.'. !futt-tt. 

,18 llltlOn arbit:r&l."i11fiUJlf tUld HOl'003" 1nY(.JlV'l'f4t 1'lld lt>t•"':Jfii.;io 
-~-

"L • ' 

oli•• ~'.Cinuii~llf btaPUt.ltAl) ot f$'# t!U'~Ji1Qla du& tQ <!~ng~lfJ.fl 
- -· -' '· ---. ~ - - -;: - . ·~- ---- -

e.pp~Qi.tonini; l:i.oii:vily ai.it~l"dvtt _tl.'o4tiiitr .-ma· t:r.flvGl ·a.~riu.~ui . .;;.. 
~ies, but l'OJ')t~1llt1vo 110Uoy undO~ht11diy liav_ ''~!Pt~5~i ~~~· , . 
v•nt.et4 ttr.t-i-vul o:t tf.ll'l#~t .nu.tl\h.'il" ot "'t-lit,011~(! .'t~ll(•' f't,';l,,~Jll. 

_c :·· ... - __ , .• : --

aexea ut.o ~~ now dapo~ted, fal'r'iaonQA oJ;' dt:!~~ M~''..tt~,Ji~tU .· . 
::- -- - ~ -- -"· ' - . - - ·:·- ' .. - - _.-, - -._., - - . -

DECI.ASSIFIED ~~~;\-a,,. 

;;;;:if'!~ii~'sr ij12·-,c·-, 



·-,.; 

nots as deterrent on er-forts to eaonpe. 

Ytwi ous pe1· sons oonoorneei ;ri1 th th111 p1~oblot1 hava· bn~n 

oontei:rtfed b/ me and 1 beliovo it ia :.1selota to form 11w· 

.'.>,roup here or atll· u;i now movement here. Thtu•o 1.o beltie 

dCJi•e or t.riotl overythlug poaaihle that o~m be do.no w1th1n 

tho oountry. \ 

Unitod liationa Govorrmunta, to c;:qlact l'adlo1,1 ol'mni:to 

in sit•1.:,tLm, ahoultl: l. Rotor to Govurm10nt of .'.iwi t~wrlan4 
~ 0 

to t&ke OVt~r DlWattmtinl Ull&l'fl Of~ cont, Of UpkOOp~f' I\W~ 
oO. 

r·~ fq gees. 2. G lve ~;wtoo :1ov0rnmont i'rJl'mul ltude1•!@ldna: ~fll>.t 
Ow< 

with tliia roaaonable length o!' ttme u!'tor end ot~11r .~~ 
. :_r:~.J~ 

refugooa onto1•l11g nrtor givt1n dute will be rem.ovj. ~~ 
'I:>"' :!E> 

'.i.'I•e firnt po '.nt 1::$ or aacoudury importatwe. ~}'oin~J:: 

nm11be1• two la oasential and io vo.,·y ool•e of the quei'ltion, 

aooo1·tU.t~g to oo.mpetont advice. >tu h"'VQ. rl'tason to bolieve 

tlm t, -..i c, Lt suoh gua.lnu.1.t ee, ~•wios nov-ornvwnt ooulc1 b6 1n• 

duoed to open its .f'1•onthra either tUlJUlr prQOlllU!'\i;. o:t t\l'i.tf"" 

ion 01· of its own fHH:lord. The thm fo1· euoh 1n1t1titivl!)''tio 

have e:fi"eoi. appetu:s ri:pe:;/ h. 

HAHRISQN. . ,, 



• 
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~ dear Mr. llleyera 

The following is a parup)lrase of a 11.ea11aae traoatt\94 · tor. tou 
to 11. Bloch. Laine on April 6, 1944• · · · 

"There have been a.ppointe4 lllQbers of the War iwrugee'.}k)~ 

the Secretaries or War, SttLte ap,d. treasury. for· the p~~e • 9~ · 
taking all action to rescue victim$ of ·•1*11 perseau.tio~ · aM .. 
brialt~ thea reltef. lQ a publio attt.te1"nt on M~® ~~rest~~·· 

Roosevelt urged the free ptiopleeof Ellr9pe to op~n their f1'Ql.lt-i•i'I 
\emporarily to all victims of •n•.v oppreaaion. lt fia;& tittl.tii!~'t>f 

him that means will be found for their support. am\ ma~ter,.ij.il.~·""m 

the tyrant is driven t'tOlll their homelilQds ®d tll.et·nlllt i'et~il·~ 

in the illeantime havens of' retuge wiU be found for ~•.•· · 

"According to a repoi't received here~ the &ti•• Qoverl"1lt; iJ 

not admitting Jewieh refug.ees from Frmio• exo$pt ohil<U'eJi, ol.\t .. ·• . 

people, pregnant women !Uld thot:iehafiJ.iti 9lose 1'$lat~veti in&irit~ 

land. I have consulted with thelfar.Ref'u~eeBoe.rd ifudw;l.t~ ~·1' 

approval I ask you to enlist the aid of il:if~uential. Swilil ~f:l9iif. 

(l) to make inquiriee into the aoouracy 0£ the rep0rt 111ell'liio~. 

above ta.nd (2) it' the report prQYfl? to be Qoi't'eot• t~ ·~t.e:r~• '° • 

with the appropriate autboritter; to obtain modifiea1;iof'I. of;-t,lie:§w~eJ 

proced:uree· on h~tai-:1.11n gr<)llnd&j. lflJ wUl tippreo~w ~11·~~·,:c .. 
you can aQco!llplbb in th:l..e ·direction ~nd you mey ha!e . f!l,lgl!;lil.~~:j.on.fX 

for action '110 be taken her,,by .u.a.it ... 'tile 4lierica1r f;eg;oi.·~® ~~:B~nf . 
will traJJ.smi t · ll!eio1a.gea ·.to iii•F ~.,tt«h ·. ~e War Refugee :1:1q!irj,\; ¥14 y~ • 
can repot't to me through. thin Cha.uhel any ii'1-elor:niwntiil. ,l.l}·;1;17,• • \f/ ~.•· 

matter which may' take pl<\ce." • ' · ·· · ·· 

. 'l'he following b a. pe.raplµ-p;ee. 9t M,. Bloeh Ifiin•f a rap~"·whi~ ~~~'.;'' ·5.< 
tranBmitted by-the Sta.ta llep~iiieh:l)·-1>,)~e: \'far a!eft:Uge~ ~<>At4.·~r~v~~~~.~4I'2 ···-

I 

"Uere t!lere hn~ bae~ $a!\t ~t•;-~~,:i~-iu, P~~~ia.,nj• ~ '~t~\~. 
mentt b~ I agl'ee with you that ~~ti'.ort ~e~.be 1tt.!lde:toi;ve' l~/ 

more effect, S'A'.i~l'l .G9v~1m~•~_o,fi'5.cial:,11~t;it~a c9pc~~· p, 
Jem&h and now91fiah re~e~~~ii: atfyoW et,,_te,(lfil;t. a.t:·:tim~s·~\'i~l'!ij 

·-~·~-;:~·-._.:: 



have been deviations .from 1'ules under press\lre of public opinion, 
thanks particularq to tireless efforts of oi"ga.nizations a.114 
individuals. There ie much arbitrariness and secrecy 1nvolve4', 
and it is impossible to secure exact statistics. -

"For time being, apparentq, rejections are not nuaeroutt, 
princip11.lly because of few arrivals due to danger in approaching 
heavily guarded frontier and travel difficulties, bllt reetricti.e 
policy undoubted:cy- has hei-.tofore prennted arrival of great 
number of wretclied Jews of' botn sexes who are now deported, 
impr-.i.soned or dead and it still acts as deterrent on efforts to 
escape. 

"Various persons concerned with the problea have been 
contacted by me and I believe it is uselese to forJll no group 
here or stir up new movement here. There is being done or tried 
everyth.ing possible that can be done vithill the country. 

•United Nations Governments, to expect radical change in 
si"tu.ntion, rihould: 1. Refer to Government of Switzerland to take 
OYer substantial share of ooet of upkeep of new refU&et•• 
2. Give Swiee Gonrnment formal undertaking that with ttlis reason­
able length of time after end of war DJ.l refugeH enterillg after 
given date will he removed. 

•The first point is of sec.)nd&ry lmpox·tanee". Point i\Ultlber 
two is easantia.1 md is very core ·:if the quest.ion, aocord\ng to 
competent advice. We have reason to believe that,.with SUCh 
guarantee, S-wis¢Government could be induced to open its frontiers 
either under pressure of opini~n or of itu own aeco:r.d •. The tilllit 
for such initiative to have effect ~ppeare ripe.• · 

You mar be as<:>ured tha.t ·the Boro•d hau bean lllaking evecy efi'Ort 
to satisfy the Swiss on the see,:;nd point which. M. Bloch L;iino mskes. 
Mr. Lesser expeeta to be in New York on Wednesday, Mey i, ~cl will 
call you on th.a telephone ·to '.:lrl''>.llge an app0i11·~ment. if poasibl~; - · 
to discuss these matters. ·-

Andre Meyer, Esquire 
· Lazard Fr&rers1 

44 Wall Street, 

Vecy troly ;you:rs, 

la/! 9· 11 ru/L 
J. W. Pehle 

Executive Dil"ector 

Bew York City • 
. LSLesser;db 4/25/44 

fc;: "C 
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TO: 

FROM: 

'PARAPHRASE OF ·TELEGMM. s:Em\ 

American Legation,' Berd 
Secretary of State, Was~ngtQn 

Fl~i,e;i 
' . ; ' _.-_:>:, :·· ·. _-~ -~ -: _:_;:~ . :l 

DATE: 

NO.: 

April 6, 1944 

1168 
.r 

nnuyt1nl· no··r,~,>··· 
l1Uf~ sUJ · e; f'l . 

Following is for Harrison from .War Refugee .. Boar~. . .,· __ -- .. , 

It is requested that the following meesage.t:r~~2 
./ . 

Andre Meyer, New York, be transmitted to Jean ~e_d.~rie, · 

Bloch Laine~ ·Hotel de l'Ecu, Gene.,,a. . ,:)·'-"';;_;,{:,.-

Thel'.e ~been appointed members of ·the . Wa?,'.)l~fl.lg~•C 
Board the Secretaries. of War, State and Treas:i,U't ~oii)t;~•; · 

purpose of taking all action to' r'211oue vio~1~e;:~f: __ !ll~iD!/.-.-- < .l 
persecution and br1nging them re11~f'. 'l:n e. pubfi~'·:~~at~•V• · ···. •.· · - , 

ment' on March 24 Pres{d;nt Roe>seve+'t urgecl: .. t~~- ti.~~ -~i~~i~-~' : •.. ·._·.-.~·-··· ..•..•. • •. ·.·_-_.·-.• -:_ .•. _-_-_ .. _·-.• •• ·-.-_:·.-·-_-··-•. _--. ___ ··_·.-.• _··_•_-_---.-:._ .•. -._:_.·.··-.··_-----.. ······•.-_··._.· .. -·•--.•_.·. ______ -_·.··:_ .. -.--•.. ·:_.· __ ·.··-••. ··-.... ·l.lj of-E\ll'ope to Ol)en the,ir ·fro~t;1ers temp()rar1iy;f~6~•~l'.::vt~f',\-rJ· _-. •. 
: -: \ .. \:-: -c~ --~;o .. '-·(' 

tim~ of enemy oppr.ession •... I,t ·••a 4ttai.h~ ~Y',Alin:"t;~a:t;iJi•·a~•· 

will be found for the.ir s ui>~o!'t -· ~~.- pia1Iit,,ll~~~¥:l~~.t~Li~~·i::i.;I''. {.~~t\~{~( 

::~: ::. :::::~~~J~!~"C!~iit.'~~~-j~i ; '.;·.;c?~;'.}1 
them. 

According t() a' 

ment isnot·a&nittirig 

,-__ ·,~- .:~, <;",,__:_ ;~· . 



. ". .. -~"'2::·'~ ,'·j~f~i~~J -
.- ,: . :_- - : '~: ~:,.--!, 

_:·.-::;::_ /f,i.~;~.~:~~~1~,~~; 
- ·.,., ·- .. - -.. - .. '-;·· :··:..-'.' .:;_-: '.'{:; 'J 

... : . ;·_: ~'-·.·,,_.. . ' . 'i 
- 2 -

. ..... >,:\":<'"° , .• , ..... ,n 
children~ old people, pregnant women and ~~o~~ ~av'i'~·i.\ . . .};/j 

., 

I have . C,()~e~~tll~ {1'1 t;h ; · · close relatives in Switzerland. 

the war Refugee Board and with thelr approva:f'.i:al!lk.,i~~ . 

to enlist the aid of influential Swisa pers~n~ .. ({): ~~}: · .• 
make inquiries into the accuracy of the repor:t me~t;9J1ed 

- ... _ " 

above and ( 2) if the report proves to be correct,. to.i 

intercede w1 th the apbf;9R~~j,.-'~,,~t~'!;~hor1 ties to obtain 

~~~d1t'~at1on of the Swiss procedures on humanitarj,Ein .. · 

o::~~ouni. We. will appreciate whatever you can accoJ!lpi;.-~ 
FY1 I""' S: 
@gt,ri thh direction and you may have suggestions .for":~c:t;i9n 
;:>o-ITlO 
mrnx ~r:. · · ·· 
Ototo be~aken here by us. The American Legat;ion at~~~ti!l 

oC! w 
~M.11 M"ansmit messages to me through th~ War Re.fu~ee 

QI 

Board and you can report to me through this oli,a!lnel !irii 
. . . 

developments in the matter which may thke plaqe/< 



fluoob· a~. 1944 
10:20 a.m. 

TOI Mr. Stettiniue 

From1 J • W. Pehlt 

Pleaee cable thif! meeeage to !UN.atel' H~il!lon• Betnt ti-o• 
Andre Meyer, lte'if York, for delivery to Jean Freiler~ell1$)oh Laue; 
Hotel de l'Ecu, Geneva.. The C98t of thh messa.g<i s110Uld be . . · 
chat"ged to Andre t4eyer, 44 W$ll Street, New York C:ttr- • 



CABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON, BERN 

Pleane deli'rer the following !lets4$EI i'rom .Al)dre Meyei-• Nen ·torkl 
to Jean 1'"'reder1o Bloca L!l:Lne, Hotel de l'Ecll, Genena · · 

The War Refugee Board which oon6i*1te ot the SfleMM'ie11 of Sta~e; ..... . 
Treasury and We.r has been created here to take f\11 aot.i1;1n. to bringrel,1't 

· to awl rescue victims of enO!!l1 peraecut:l.on. On fllaroh 24 in a. publto · · . 
statef:lent, President RooseYelt urged the free peoplitl!I of l:.'\u;'Qpt) te111~a'll";j.~ 
to open their frontiers to .all victims of enell\Y oppHsidon. He erilch ·· · 
QUOTE We shall find havene of ret'uge tor them,· Md we .mall. t'ind th• . · 
means tor their maintenance aud liUpport witU the ~;fyrant 18 driven hom 
their homoland11;1 and they may return~ UNQUO!E · 

lloporte have :reached here that 5wiee gOTernment 1s not ad1111ttiq 
JeWiah refugees from Fl'unce except cbil~en, old people, ,pr&snant wom$n 
and thoae with close relatives in Swi~s•rl.culd• I h~YO conatilted Wa~ 
Ref'ugee Board and with its consent I.ask ;vi)\\ to enlist aid of 
influential &'wiaa perso!W.litie& to inquire into cot'X'e~t1ltaa of thie 
report, and if it appears to be correot, for them tti :lnMrcede tdtf~ 
appropriate authorities with view of obtaining on htv.nantta.ri,11,n groundt 
l!lodifioation oi' fJWiCIEi &ttitude. I will be fil'atefulfpr wh0i.t~ver you can 
aocomplish oi· recofll!llQl'ld tlhou.ld be done f1•om here. Plea.ae let -mi) know , 
of any denlopmente in thia matter. Iott fJ<iln colllllUnioat& w~thate on tht• 
aubjeot through the American ~egation at Bern who will take lll(JIJ1'lag1u1 fol' 
tranemittnl to me by \lnr Ret'ugee Board. Reg(tl'(}s-. All.4re Mey•r• 

<5.~ 
LSLeaaer1als 3h7/44 

__ ,-.;--



ANDRE MEYER. 

;Lr. LE·.~·:rence Lesser, 
v~·ar Refugee Board, 
Tre~.Eury Department, 
TreaE~1ry Buil"iing, Room 164, 
Ieshin2ton, :. C. 

. ~ . .:._:. -

41 Wall Street, 
New York 5, N. Y. 
March 24, 1914. 

I am :sending you herP•ri +1- draft 
of a cr.rJ P '"· be Ee'1t to Mr. BJ och-Laine in 

r'J ease ma.ke an:r moiification 
:/o~: .n~y .)eem r.ecE;:::~a-r:;~ e.~ t.0 its contents. 

Let mF tnar'k yo,_1 again for 
the ve0· kind reception -,-,_,;_1 gave me. I do not 
nee·l to repeat. h07: happy I will be to help you 
in the work you have uncertaken. 

Yours sincerely, 



. !G? .. 

'.~r. Lawrence LEScE 
rlcr Refu L R, 

T 
gee Board 

reBs 1Jrv ne • T · ~ partme t 
' ~ reaE··1ry Build n ' 
• ~Jl.'::JiI'~GTON r- ing, Room 
. - -- ' u. c. ' 

'~·'· . 

164,,,, 

_jj. 

''-~ 

i 
1·-



ANDRE MEYER 

4~ Wall Street, 
New York E, N. Y. • 



Jean F-eJeric B]och Laiue, 
Hotei :le 1 'Ec'.l, 
Genev!i, Ewi tzerland. 

March 21, 19H, 

1Jt:'"ic1rn Government h2.r been informed that in accordance with 

--e~er_t :::. \•:i::~E Gove:1rment :.iecision 11aJ e adults of 18 to 60 

e2Ct' !1i:1g r-om f,-.ance who are not poll ti cal refugees will be 

;;tapped frorr: entering i::wi tzerh.nd. 

Jn vie\\ o" ci-cumst•,ncer e.nd in a:!Jition to representations 

made by liplo:ni;tic cha:ir.els the War Refugee Board wishes 

inf'uential Ewiss pe-Por~lities to make independent effbrts 

i-1 view o'.' o'. ttci:·_i•1g mo :i!'icct.ion of thh decision from a 

Americe~ e~thorities have eske~ me to exp~ore possibiJities 

and a;1pc-ovel my ~·;ggertio·. + .. J caJ.: o~i you fo':' your cooperation. 

7foulJ be gretef'uJ. fo1· whatever you c1m eccornplish or eventual.ly 

recommend. 

PJ.e!lse co.i::Je me through Unite:l St.9.tes E:mbassy in Berne who will 

transmit. 

Fo- :·au" information War Refugee Board is government agency which 

heE teen recently created by the State Viar and Treasury Departments 

to deal with ::-ef•1gee problems as a whole. 

Regards 
j 

ANDRE MEYER. 

-> 

-\-.;: 

--


