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March 7, 1945

oty of B ot Bt

Dear Sirs;

The following message for you n-mhbpb Oriffel was
received through the American Consulate General in Jerusalem
under date of March 1, 1945: s

*Lichteim, agency representative in Genava, cabled Knapp
that relesse of refugees from Theresienstadt was obtained

" from Himmler personally by Musy, Swiss right wing politicisn,
Whom the Union of Orthodox Rahbis originally seat to Germany
to trace the Vittel group.  Further novemsnts have been
probised but they have not arrived yet, probvably dne to
difficuolties encommtered in transportation. Tha German
attitude is due to the general situation in Germany and
embarrassment due to the necessity of constantly evacuating -
100,000 prisoners of war and civilian internces. lar,

Dumbers of prisoners of war are now in Theresienstadt.

Rescus efforts to obtain large-scale releass of Jews can
profit from this aituation. At the present time, new plans
ars under discussion with official quarters here. It hes
been reported by Storeh-that admittance of all of the in-
zates of Bergenbelsen and part from Theresieastadt has
been promised by the Sweiish Government. This report _
confires the news message of Yesterday, and may be & pos-
tible means of saving the remnsnt Jews who are in any

of extermination unless thay are evacuated to safety.

The Chief Babbi here and other Rehbis ars urging all ‘sec. - -
tions of the local commmity to make avery affort :

matter and it is earnestly requested that tir

work and make svery effort to htilise this: historic

opportunity.® PO o

A3

Rloreace Hodal =~
_ Assistant Executive Directos
Union of Orthodox Rebbis, B
132 Bassau Street,: ’
New Y,rk, New York.
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This telegram must be
paraphrased before bein
communicated to anyone
other than a Government

AgeEncy.

Secretary of State,

Washingtone

x
44, March 1, 7 pam,

INCOMING
TELE GRAMW‘.

SIONI

7,

T Febdsae 7
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Rec'd 2:11 a.ms-2nds,

DIVISION' OF

45

CONTROL cgpy

Fcllowing message is from Jacob Griffel who rsquhsts

paraphrase be sent through

—
War REfugEE Board to Unlonv
&

Orthodox Rabbis Rescue Committee, 132 Nassau StrEEt

New Ycrk:

".gency representative Iichgéim Geneva cables

— [l i )
Knibp release Therezin obtained from HimmIEr peErsonally

by Swiss right wing politician Musf/whO'was sent Germany -

by -Orthodox groups originally to trace Vittel groups

’In destitute condltlon but suddenly obtained release 1200

ThEr521n.

probably owing transport difficulties;

result’ genaral s1tuatlon Gsrmany Embarrasssd by nEc

constantly Evacuatwng 100,000 prisencrs “of War 01v111

1ntErnsEs.

% ¢ i as o e
REsqu efforts can profit from situation in on
largs scalk. rElEaSE of JEws.'

with official quarters hErE.

=t

In Therezin now 1arg£.numbg; Prlspners~of

More such transports »nromised but -not arr1VEd

Gzrman att‘tudE

New plans przsently dlscusszd

Storch reports SWEdlSh -

“CENTRAL ‘SERVICES
/' TELEGRAPH 'SECTION




e

-2-#44, March 1, 7 p.m. from JErusalen.

Governmsnt promlszd again admittance. all 1nmatEs

and part TbErEZ1n, thls rEport confirmed news msésagzlwr
day. This last poss1b111ty save Remnants who . are in grEatest
danger lmAEdlatE extermination unlEss Evacuatad to safEty.

Rest not, make Every human effort utilize historio oppor— o

tunity, Here chief Rabbl Rabbis rousing all sections

local commnity this matter do likewise,"

PINKERTON
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Ootober 24, 1944
;é Leer fipst
%} The following nezsage for you from Mr, Sterubuch
b wug Teselved through the Aworicun Legetion in Bern under
3 date of Ogtober 19, 19441 o .
"To dute (Oetoker 6, we have dlabursed in Swiss
fr:ne equivalenws: for Blovekia 305,000; for Polend,
hing:ry end Rumomis 435,000; for Xtaly 30,0003 and
Tor Hollsnd, 3Jelgium and France 140,000,
4 ' "Plrocgh Intercross therse was vecently digpatehed
i : a carlosd whlch included 5000 kilos sugur and 5000 ]
kilos of macnroni, to the Resienstadt. Distribution S

af thls food wlll be undertaken Ly owr people,"
Very truly }'oxwé,
1815508 2. W. Pokld

J. B Peble-
Execubive Direglor. =~

Union of Oriaoggugdinbbis,
132 Rausau Streat, - -
Hoew York 7, New York, T

[ T S ER————
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his telegram must be
paraphrased before bEing
communicated. to anyone

other tha nment.
agency. CEEES)

Secrebary of State

Vlashington

- 6941, October 19, 7 p.m.:
) X
FOR WRB FROLI MGCLELLAND.
/

FROL: STERNBUCH. Q
Qi have paid out to date

/ :
thE Resisnstht. Our pEOplEC

tnéss foodstuffs o
EH
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PARAPHRASE OF TRLEGHAM RECEIVEL

FRON ¢ American Legation. Bern
: Wagh ' - .
TO: 3ecretary of State, Was Ington | /(; 53 ,
LATE: July 21, 1944 s ,

KULDER: 4670
A — 7‘ o
/]bﬂ( vVJV #33lelland sends following for WR3 from Kuehl, Donnebaum,
réﬁéﬁj?l ard aternou h for Unlon of Orthocdox Rabbig: - . F o

< /f,“-/
6“’ s Sontinuous contact 1s being maintained by us with Laiffel.

We have 1nformed him that 1if possibilities of rescus work

i increase he will receive another bundred thousand Swisg francs,

ané¢ have reguested that he undertake transportation of refugees

to Turkey frem Bucharest. Places on- ships are graatly lacking, |

and in view of development of sltuation soon anticipated it

¥ould be most important to counteract this tack. One thousand ?g &

Swiss f{rancs is stii1] cost<bf-a passage now-g - -days.

We are Torwarding e report qhorfiy regarding rescue work
for Italy and France.

One hundred thousand Swiss fréncs for general support 7
P »—.

have been sent by us to Freudiger ;prgddition we are in

& c¢ontact by telephone with the Wischnitz-R,;?

- Chalmneirhager =

at Pucharest. A committee of several personalities has been

forrmed by this Rabbi. Some time ago we also transmitted one

hundred thousand francs for the manggenment of this rescue

work from Lungsyy to Rumanie,

Twenty=-three persons were brought to Bucharest lately.

Among other Rabbis who have arrived at Bucherest there wasrtﬂ‘m
' : State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 A

ByREPuks Date, SE.L].]. 19/2 BObower




&

Bobower Habbi Schloime and his son. Search is being made qu

o N

the other members of this family. At the present time couriers
are en route to Budapest from Bucharest in order to bring some
more personalities back, It is felt that this is fhe best way
to save various personalities at least. Three to fivé thousand
francs is cost for one persomn. To avoid break in their rescue.
work an additlonal five hundred thousand francs is urgently
requested by the Commlttee° : ¥F

On2 hundred fifty thousand francs have been sent by us
to Rahbi of Neutra.- Latter is directing rescue work from
Poland and Hungary to 8lovakia and as regards support and
rgscue he has heavy obligations to fulfill, Just received
wire from him in which he states that if ﬁe do not provide him
with larger sums immediately he will'hbld C70 responsible for
consequences since if he is not able to render sufficient hélp
people run risk of deportatipn to Pé;ando He is refarring to
approximately elghteen hundred persons--of wiom greater part

are in camps at preseht time.

Vérious'plansfare being worked out as regards Hungary,
which have support of Joint representative in budapest also.;"
In addition nevotiat{ons to save larger ETO p are proceeding
and may be-concludedjany day. We shall (*) moneyvimmediately
as soon as guarant;q! is received that an agreement will be
strictly fulfilled. Vie promised sum of one million francs to

Freudiger"s group for this purpose to begin with.

Our relatlons with McClelland are of the best, He willingly

grants every possible help to us and all Jewish organizations.

3

' Whether or'




Whether or not letters of Foreign Jonsulates are of anyr B !

use we do not know, but perhaps they would be -if respective

states would grant protection. Such letters are at any rate

;only of use if they are passed on to me by Sonsulates of

South American states in Switzerland at once. Reported B
rescuing peopls are geoetting smaller and situation is becoming

progressively more critical in this respectl///

HARRISON

(4) apparent omission
——

SR:EBRE
7/26/44




P PARAPHRASE OF TSLUGRAM RUCEIVED - @67,1, 'L’L%Z

. Vv
FROM: <merican Legatlon, Bern

. TO: Secretary of State, washington ' /éz; -
‘ 78
EREDNEH april 13, 1944 4

KUMBL:.: 2291

< ‘lllllllllll'if

4 reply to information contained in Depart 2

Vnt's cable

nf April 6, no., 1174, is being prepared by Sternbuoh._
It is requested by him that the following message
be dellvered to tie Union of 0rthodox Rabbisz.

25,000 JWlSS francs have been placed q% us aﬁ"

(JJ”
the disposal of quffel further detalls fnilow Jinu
Daus
1t is exnlalned tnat Griffel who is the Uﬁiog‘s &gehg
?’»&u'
in Istenbul -equested fir o osit fifteen thouggnd

francs at Amexco Jasel and ten thousand with his bgnther
Hahum S$Sternvuch who will rveceived 1ﬁ%truetions regardlng

emplovnent of funds l&ter.

C """'"":ﬁ-

HARRISON -

. DECLAS‘Z'T )
_State Dept. Letter, 1- 1172

By R. H. Parks Date_S,EL]_ 1 l“d fc,




APR 29 1944 |

Dear Rabbi Kalmanowite:

The following message for you from Isaac. Stern-
buch was received from the mmerican Legation, Bern, under
date of April 13, 1944:

"25,000 Swiss francs have bsen placed by us at the
disposal of Griffel. Further details follow, "

it was explained thet Griffel requested Sternbuch
to deposit fifteen thousand' francs at Amexco Basel and
ten thousand with his brother, Nahum Sternbuch, who will
receive instructione regarding employment of the funds later.

Very truly yours,

(81gned) I We Pehle

J. ﬁ. Pehle
Executive Director

Rabbi Abraham Kggmanowitz, -
Union of Orthodox Rabbis of
the United States and Canada, -
132 Massau Street,
Hew York 7, New York.




PARAFBRA&R oF TFLEGRAB REGFI?EB‘ﬁ‘*ﬂ/qu7
FROM? Anerican Legatlon, Bern
T01: fearetary of State, ﬂaahinston

I LONTROL COPY
) I |

Reference my 1821, dated March 4,

fubstance of measage from Sternbuoh ro§4transnzsaion
to Union of Orthodox Rabbis at the Department's diueretion
i1s transmitted herswith, as follows:

“(1) Kow with Wrother of rabbi of éysnitz, the rirat
twenty-two persons saved have reached Hungary. When ,,'
weather improves great success expeeted as regeie work 15 -
well organized, ’ . S

’ (2)  Request has been wade by Donati Yalobrand Lepez ‘_H
‘a8 reprosentatives here of the Italian Golony, ror Italiana :
of Americas to plsce at thelr diapoaal greater awount

there 1s poseibility eaving Jews o 1y

, 4 cont 4 by ua.
aotiun”mangggg gn,‘pgntrolle By ua_

(3) In Frenmce the s&tugggpg&}é‘beqonlﬁélyﬁéﬁ;vbrpg.
Frightful panic exists and people ar '1gg;i;§35€gé§§§:f
ehd sent to emmps for deportatied; .\,"'

S8ternbuch, Rubinfeld, Rusenbauﬁ and Plnes signed.the
forsgoling message,

~—




