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Dear Sin: 

the follow1JI& ...... tor 7ou troa J. Griftel _. 
ncebecl thl'o'llgb. U. .AaeriC&D Coualate Geurai in Jeru.laJ.• 
under date of film;h 1, 194': · 

•ttobteta, ac-CJ ~tau.,. m ata... cabled ~ 
that rel .. • of retvCees froa !herft1-Wt .... olllalUd 

· froa Bimler penana:Ll7 b7 llu7, Swie1 l'igbt tr1Jlg polUlcJ1aa, 
•boa the tfaima of Orthodox •llb11 ortpnal.17 .. , . to C1tftu7 
to trace UJe flttel gl'Ollp. J\irtbtr llOY-t• ha._ 'tieeia 
promised bu.t tbe,J haYe not arriYed Jet, proba'blJ' - to 
dlftia.Ulu encouat91'4Ml 1n \nnlpOrtatlon. !be 0...... 
aUi twle 11 due to tbe genenJ. eUuaUon lla OermD,J ad 
•benaelll9nt due to the necee11t7 ot conetaaU.1 ellMIU&tbg 
100,000 pl'lMaen of •ar and cbil.laa 1Jiten1H. Large 
auaben of pri•Ollel"s of war are now 1n 'l'bel'nimetad.t• 
'Ite•cue efforts to obtain larp-acal.e releqe of Jen cu 
profit froa this altuation. At the prnat \1111

1 
.... plua 

are la4er 418Cllnion "1th otticlal. qUlrten here. It hu 
been reported b7 Storch-that adalttance of all 0t ~ ill
•tes of Berc-WMD ud pan tro. !bereabMtedt hae 
been proaiud 1>I' tbe Swd11h OoYel'lllllllt. 'l'bia report 
confine tbe MW• ... aep of 781\~, alld .., be a po.,. 
•lble ._.. of 1&Ylng tbe ~t .r ... who an· in dllapr 
of ex\end.naUoa aleaa tbeJ" are --=mtect to ..tety. 
!he Chief Babbi bere Md otber Rabble ~,. 111'ci.c All .... . 
Uou of the 1°'*1 ~1t7 to mike eYer," 4tffort .. tllh. _ ... ··. 
•tte and 1t 1• eanie1U7 requested. that 70Q.":•tma. 7oQi • · 
wort •d mllce aY.-q effort to ttil.iae tbla b18'orlc" · opponuaiv.• · · · ·· 

Union of Orthodox •bbla, 
1J2 Baalall Street,· 
New T0 rlt, Na Tork. 

·iltlv. 
BBB: 'J/7/45 



ARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

. r-:: t INCOMING· .~ 61vlSl6N.:6f:.C. ; .. • l~ 

TELE~~tv~iX';JY ~i~i1~~';;~~~N) ; ~r 
.. _,., .. - r.. ,.,,,,, 

DCG-1192 .. , J'E:'rtt'6'li;1;E 
This tElEgram must bE r ·
paraphrasEd bEforE bEing'·'1J MAR 
coa~unicatEd to anyonE 
othEr than a GovErnmEnt 

2 D,§i,tEd March 1 1 194··~5.• · . . 2r:fl., .··· .·.·•.•••· .. ··• ... >.>.·.··.··.·./.· .. r 
II 4 42 t:J-X.~/' 

REc'd 2:11 o,.m.• .2n •. , .. P::· ~-J 
Agrncy. 4 I 

·.,· .. · 
SEcrEtary of StatE, 

x 
CONTROL COPY rJashington. 

44, March 1 1 7 p.m. 
... 

Fellowing mESsagE is from Jacob GriffEl who rEqu-Ests 
........

paraphrasE bE sEnt through Viar RE:fUgEE Board to Union," 
!lc' 

Orthodox Rabbis RESCUE CommittEE, 132 Nassau StrEEt, 

NEw Ycrk: 

11 ;,gEncy rEprEsEntativE Lich(Eim. GEnEva cablEs 

KnEl'pp rElEUsE ThE~zin obtainEd from Hi1nmfu pErsonally 

by Swiss right wing politician Mus{ who was SEnt GErmany 

b;,r .Orthodox groups originally to tracE Vi ttEl group. 

rin dEStitutE condition but suddrnly obtainEd rElE8..SE 1200 

ThErEZin~J I:lorE such transports ::_:iromisEd but not arrivE:d 

probably owing transport difficultiEs. Gi:1°tnan:• attitµdE: . 

'i 

. 
i 
I 
j 

' - !. 

rESult" grnEral situation GErmany Embarras sEd ·by''nEcE:ssI'ty l 
oon,tantly mcua~ing.J~OO pri,onm Of iiir. civix1}n . . ·:•;1 

~:::::':;;or:: ::~r:::;, : 0:r:~::t::::: ~:~::~i!:f:~~1;u ·1 
largE scalE. rE:lEasE of JEws. NEw plans prEsEntly d:is'oussE_d· · ~ · 

' 
with official quartErs hErE. Storch rEports SwEdish 

GoVErpmtnt 

.. 



·~ 
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-2-#44, March 1, 7 p .m. from JErusalEm. 

GovErnmrnt prontisEd again admittancE all 

and part ThErE~in, ·.this rEport conf'irmEd nnvs 

day. This last possibility savE REmnants who 

dangEr inu;1EdiatE ExtErmination unlEss EvacuatEd to saf'Ety. 

RESt not, makE EVEry human Effort utilizE historic. oppor

tunity. HErE chiEf Rabbi Rabbis rousing all sEctions 

local connnunity this mattEr do likEwisE. 11 

PINKERTON 

EEC 
.~·· 



October 24, 1944 

T11c follow~n,; rn:.isuz<: J\,r )·ou from Mr. Sterubuc)l, 
liUl ·:e;:ie.'. wd th.rou.;;'.1 i;he Alliol·icun Legat.ion ill Berri under 
did;e of October 19, 194/4& '" 

. ·:f 

11 To di..tfl (0Gto1.:cr 6: ''" huvG dL:ib~sed in· Swiss 
fr::<llC equiv~le111;a: for Slov&.kiu. 30510001 £or Polund, 
Ilun~.ry awl Rum:mfa 4..351 000; for Italy JO,oOOJ und 
for l!ol:1..r;c\1 Jclgi.1.:ll1 e;,r,ct Fl'<icllO& l.40tOOO, 

"Thr-o•·.;h In lercroes Uie.·~ wi.a i·ecent.ly dispu tched 
a carlo:!!.d wh.'..ch incl.iced 5000 kilos sug111r ~ud 5000 
kJ.lo:;i of rnaci-croni, tll the R6'Sleuatn.dt. Dl~rtx•ibutio:n 
o.f th 1.; f "°4 ·,ylll be undertaken by Ot.'l' people. " 

Union .of OrJ,::i;:i~<.tbbiu, 
132 l'foHsl'\U St1·ow~, · 
New York 71 1~1:rn Yo1•k. 

Vei·y truly yours, 

J • . \1..· fe~1l.e 
17.ecu tiye Direct.Qr 



·1··. '-'.-' .·. ·· ... ·.· .t~-- ·-:-. r . 
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nHli-a4a .. 
This tE:le:grnm must be: 
paraphrnse:d be:fore: bEing 
conununicntEd· to anyone: 
o.the:r tha~.. . . nme:nt 
nge:ncy. ~) . 

SEcrEtnry of StntE 

nnshington 

FROii 

6941, OctobEr 19~ 7 p.m. 
}. { 

FOR WRB FROJ..1 MCCLELLAND. 
{ 

STERNBUCH. 

I 
FOR. UNION 
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~: :f:tt~~i 
PARl<PHRASE 01" TM£GHAM RECEIVEC 'llOf C(/P.11 

·-
FROt'.: 

TO: 

LATE: 

1\U:. EEL: 

American Legation, Bern· r, 
Secretary of State, Washington 

July 21, 1944 

4670 
,\ 

~~r.~/: :::::::::c::~:f::c::c::::::::1::::::; .:::1~1~;,;~f. 
We have informed him that if poss~billtles of .rescue work 

increase he will receive another hundred thousand· Swiss francs,, 

anc': have request.ed that he undertake transport!'ltic·n of refugees 

to Turkey i'rcm Bucharest. PlaceLJ on· ships are greatly lackine:, 

and in view of development of situation soon antic:lpated it ~. 
,;. would be most important to counteract this ilJack. One thousand ''i~ 

Swiss francs is still cost of· a passage now-a~days. 

Ws are 1.'orwardine: a report shortly regarding rescue work 

f'or Italy and I'rance. 

One hundred thousand Swiss francs· for general support 
··.--< !'llr-

have been sent by us to Freudigex'.. In addition we are in 
. . -~-;c,, 

contact by teleppone with the V\if•Chnitz Raooi. Gbaimmeirbager 

at Pucharest. A committee of several personalities has been 

forr.1ed by· this Rabbi. Some time ago we also transmitted one 

hundred thousand f'rancs for the man~gement of this rescue 

work from lii,mgtitJ7 to R'\llllania, 

Twenty-three pers~ns were brought to nucha:rest lat~ly~ 

Among other fiabbis who have ~tCL~ vea ~,t 13ucharest there was 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11·7 2 

t'.'l:'n 11 1972· Bobower By B. H. Parks Date~ . k 

. n lij El'h! I ti: ll IR u~1i,-~~-- .. -- ----~:-~~. 

\~ 

,., 

,: 
i: 



Rabbi Schloifue and his son. Search is being made for 

other members ·of this family. At the presant time coµri'ers 

en route to Budapest from Buchnrest in order to bri.ng some 

more personalities bac;:kQ It is .felt that this is the best way 

to save various personalities at least. Three to rive thousand 

francs is cost for one person. To avoid break in their rescue 

work an additional five hundred thousand rrancs is urgently 

requested by the Committeeo 

On9 hundred fifty thousand francs have been sent by us 

to Rahbi of Neutra.- Latter·is directing rescue work from 

Poland and Hungary to Slovakia and as regards support and 

~escue he ha~ heavy obligations to fulfill. Just received 

wirG from him in which he states that if we do noit provide him 

with larger sums immediately he will hold CT·~O responsible for 

consequences since if he-is not able to render sufficient help 

people i·un risk of deportation to Polando He is ref'P.l'ring t'o -,,... 
approximately eighteen hundred persons·of wl1om greater part 

are in camps at present tlmeo 

Various plans~ being worked out as regards HWlgary, 

which have i.n-~pport o.f joint representativ_e in .budapest also~"' .... 

In addition negotiatioll.s to save larger ~~~tp Et1?e proceeding· 
I 

and may be -concludedj any day o We shall ( *) money immediately 

as soon as guarant~ is received that an agreement will be 

strictly fulfilled. We promised sum 0£ one million francs to 

Freudiger us group for this purpose to b~gin with. 

Ii( 
Our !'e!ntions with McClel1-a~d av,~ of the best.o He willingly 

grants every possible help to us and all Jewish organizat~ons. 
< ,_.., 

Whether or 
I' 



• ·j 

\\hether or not letters of Foreign Jonsulates are of any 

use we do not know, but perhaps they would be if respective 

stat~s would grant protection. Such letters are at nny rate 

only of use if they are passed on to me by Jonsulates of 

South ~merican states in Switzerland at once. Reported 

rescuing people are gettine smaller and situation 1s becoming 

progressively more critical in this respect./ 

( ·n) apparent omission 

t:JH:EBE 
7/26/44 

HARRISON 



KUI.'.lii.;:.: 

P ARAHffiASE OF TELEGRAM H.b;CEIVED 

v Alllerioan Legation, Bern 

Secretary. of State, ~dashington 

•• pril 13, 1944 

2291 

1\ reply to inforJ11£ltion contained in Depart,nt '.s cable 

nf April 6, no. 11'74, is being prepared by Sternbuoh. 

It is requested by him that the following message 
.-

be deli verec to tLe Urdr)n of Orthodox Habbis. 
v 

25 ,000 ~;>wiss i'rancs have been placed ~ us .~t~ 
• J { (;));> 

the di c;posal of ~Grift'el. Further details f~lowfl·P.i 
:o. ou.i:S 

It ls explained \hat Griffel 'tll).o is the Union's a~(flJ.g 
m :t;:.~w 
V1 1';:'.•~t.'.:£> in Istr,nbul ·equested '1r- to deposit fifteen thoU~6nd .;:::; ~, 
~ :;.:,:f! 

francs at A.utexco dasel eLd ten thousand with his 1Jtt>the'r £ 
~ 

Ha.hum Sternbuch who wLU receivei! irt'Sti;iiotiona regarding 

employment of funds later .• 

DECLASSI: I' ') 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H.PW:ks !)11.teuSFPll l~t-4 

.i. 
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APR 29 1944 

Dear Rabbi KaJ.manowitz1 

The following message for you from Isaac Stern
buch was received from the nmerican Legation, Bern/under 
date of April 13, 19441 ' 

1125,000 Swiss francs have been placed by us at the 
disposal of Griffel. Further details follow." 

lt was explained that Griffel requested St~rnbuoh 
to deposit fi~een thousand· francs at Amexco Basel and 
ten thousand wUh his brother, Nahum Sternbuch, who will 
receive instructions regarding employment of the funds later. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed). ;r • w. l'e.b.le 

Rabbi Abrah_;;"'R~anowitz, 
Union of orthodox Rabbis of 
the United States and Canada, 

132 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, New York. 

ml:lab 4/29/44 ~ 

,,... 
J. w. Pehle 

Executive Director 



FROMI 

TOz 

.,,.. L• • ::;-' "'-•• ---:_.-\•'. ··-~: •-

···~~· o OF9~~~~1;~, 
American Legation, Bern · 

Secretary ot State, Washington 

DATED: Maroh 16, 1944 

NUMBER: 1597 
>< 

tONTROL COPY 
Reference m7 1321, dated Maran 4. 

v 

Substance of ;e~eage from Sternbuoh rof tranaa181!11on 

to Union of Orthodox Rabbis at the Department's d1~cret1on 

is transmitted herewith, as follows: 
0 (1) Now with wother ot rabbi of f,sn1ti, the t1ret 

twenty-two persons saved have reached HqngBl"J• When , 

weather improves great sucoess expected as rescue wort le 

well organized. 

(2) Request has been made by Oonetl, Valobrend L,opei: 
./ ae representat1veB here of the Italian O~lon1, tor.Ua\iana 

ot .tuner1oa to pl.ave- at their disposal g~eahr a01ot:u)1i!f-a,e 
:-"''~ :_-.·-~ .· ., .. . - -"'"" -~··-' ·-- .-- - --_ ~ . - - - ·- -

action,; ~anage4 !\Dd oontrolled''f)i" U' • 
·-·~-<~- -· 

( 3) ln France the s1 tuation is b$001U.ng mu~ wor•e;. 
Frightful panic en sts and p~~;;~· ,t¢i~We~Jt,(l• 1n ebe"n · 
and sent to ofllllps for deportat1on. 0 

Sternbuoh, Rublnt'eld, Rosenbaum tu\d P~nes st.giied ~he 

foregoing message. 

.. ;_ ! 


