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BY AIR il~rnUCH 
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~!2t<LJla1·fa1•e Jl~~k L!~~E-.~: J!f'~ 

subject: Mlni st:ry of Ecor:.omio Wm•fnre v !:\ ;l.e~er • 
to .qµtoh GO)lf~rrunen-1; conoe1•ning prc>posal 
to ransom Dut;oh ,Tows" 

-··rtorWT 

The Honoral>le1 
The S~cre·tary -of ~>-tn'te 

Na shingt.on 0 D. O o CONTROL COPY 
1: ha.VP. t.J:i.e honor tr-· :ref'e.1' t:.i this r~tb8.SU;i'' fJ 

te2flc;rf;U1;1 140; of Feb:rna;·y 8" l9ct5 oanao.!.•ning e p1·g...­
poa1,1 to zanzmm 1500 ~-mis cf Du·t<;h origln in a.armany 
and tl"ie Dapl:\rtw.ant~·1 s t.elegraro. 1..59:> of Ma:r.oh Zv e..na. 
to trZ1r,1;1mi 't t:ar.:<wi th f'o~· thf.· inf o:i:•ma t:l.0}1 oi' t.he 
Department a oopy of tile H:l.det:.~y 0 a lei>te:r o? Maroh 
8, to tho Ou.tat uovernm•:::o:i;, <:c1. ·~J';la p:ro:pos11lo 

!nc1~1.\£~: 

Hespeot:.:'ully you.rap 
Fo:r· the Amb1asu(1r.>;;,•: 

Don.:.ld B. Cald®:i:' . . . . 
'.r'hi:i:n Socre1;al'Y ;.>f FJilbe.sLw 
:filc•mc~n1o Wa:rfm::e 'Dhlaio11 · 

lo Copy, let1 .. <n~ as uot.ed u bova, 
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Da ar I.!.l'. Van J>nti~T~m o 

a111J.11 try 11f. · 'J!:Q ono13ie \lr:ir.fQ.1.' e ~ 
Berkeley Sq11aro HCiuae e. 

uerlteley · squc.ce P · 

Wolo 

X u;n replyint:: on bel;oJ..f of ,'!J.•. ;;llir..:-J 9 w}l() j,s 
now Ei'llrood 0 to your l<;1ttv1• of ]'o'o:r:u.v ·y J.:1·~. 20.~/Jol0 0 
about u pro9oi:;al to runrwm 1300 jowo oi' Netllei•lt:n1l g e 
or;J.1.511.1 o:r ~:u1oc1u·~:i.1J11 for n t;ot:::d. ot l}r mUJ,;1011 SW\fdG 
J:Tancs. 

·;1!f! he.ve consulted t<:·.=J u.aA ilOV\'tl'nrilont om\ tha 
followinc ;rt;prei:Jenta our Jo~.nt v:l()ws. Tb.is· proposal 
is et vm·irrnoe w1. th tl;e ~Jl'.lJJo.oip).•~fl :.Jf 1:ue Allio(l 
deolarutlon of November i~4th0 .l\111,2. :ln wuiob tho 
l'l'eth.'Jl'l<•nda Gov'1rwnent ~oinea 0 wi tl1 regnrd to tha 
p11ymo::1t oi' ransome for ii.ews 0 t,,Jll.l on 1ihis ucoou.nt wo 
t?re op;:iosed to it, l3trl; wo r0cognize th1o.d: tha prenent 
~rn:1el.ile. ct the proo•.:mt tinie ~ present1.; frJ1>t4ruu whioh 
did not exist· :l.n the t'e>l'«l~l' ~:ri:it po:cn11 t t1·uf.fill o 
Nev0xti1ele.:;o we £11•0 oppo:-ir.;;d i;o any mo~1oy be:Lng m~,£1© 
:t'r1>ely avu:llt1blo to tho ~:rwmy o;~ to h:ls agent<i~ uuu 
no pr:L vc.i to pex·son m; fJ 1)d} iu <;;td.~: oi,unt:i.·~f l)OUJ.d 
oontr:!.bute . to a fw1d wi. t'i. ·ti"is o!; ;Je~lt w1.. tnout o 
licence i'rmu tho 'J.'!'ad1lld .1;:1. th tha .liJ10my i>apar·!anou-;;. 
';7e tninl{ hrmevur tllGt :I. t m:~ght t)$_ P"HS:!.tl.l.e cfo:I.' 
iiogot1a'~iori.s to be coli'i:l11 . .1ud w'- ·;;;(tho ,1nemy dr M . .> 
ei13ei1t a thx oiJ.,:~h a omo nec\'l;;:;;;J.. ·Jl'i;•Ul.iutxl;icm w:l 'iill.\.t'L Vie·~ 
J;o azs1st:lU{~ 'tile jQ11$ to :re<>Oll ;Jwi t'.e.;e:\'l<"IJ~(i • Ill tll~: -
couroa Oi' ::rn.0!1 ne~ot:!otiol>.G 11; f,\J\gbt be Mi-Jess1.:i:t~y t;o c~<'-'· 
de JOait o pa:d; 01· tsLl. of th~5 J..;~ 'mil.l:l.on Si'lhs Fi&n<>a ··· .. -< 

1n .:.owitzerl~rnd. Xn this ·gaso t.!1~ n;.me o:f ttnr bari.!.t :: . 
in w11:l.c;h the mon~y WM draposit~(! (IUd "\:\10 do":l.gnatJ.on - -­
of' tt.ia ~·coount i.n tlwt. l:rnnfl: anould 00 riliiido !mmm. to 
1;.s 9 ;:;o tllo'i; t:s sooa a1.1 ·tb.'D J~wis :t>etWi1El{i J-.~:1.tzo:r1..-111d th@ . 
. ·~w1s3 cu1•twrt t1cis uhould bli! 1ru.u1ed:l.atuly :t•tv:I. ~>'11.r to 
tloal:I: th<> •Nontmt under tl:wi.:r uow :fX-r.-;wa:f.ng ;t'{ir:;:u1,rit1onr:i,,. 

C:op:leu by::W'J'! 
Checked by :/,L 
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A.Hli:lill.A5DX 

.1..otmox~ 
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followine; tor 111n1nt from ne~t~nt, ~~l\91'~1,
0

,'] 'c;i,,;i 
a.nll "1:~r Refugee Hoard is m-w 48. I \> •· .::'( ::·.-.1 

y <·5'.~~ 
He:forence your no. 1403 of li'ebrua.ry/S1: 19451 . con~·.-·'" •>\;~ .,. . . ~-~ ·~ 

/ 
cerning negotiations 
I 

U-ermanyo 

·:- y. --·' .. -:.·"··::·:_~·i .. 

tor lives of 1500 Dutch Je~·fo in 
. ·•·.j 

•
1.l'M.e Government ~yprovea tlle continuing or these 

negotiations and f!l{~reee tho.t ,~ny money involvec.('eijould 

be paicl to h ,b1ocltel1 account 01• other r,e:,tisf;-:i,otor1ly 

contr•olle(i f~ccount. 

Uti.i ~ ti11V: KG 
2/22/45 

lJC NO.I.& li'tiA FEf'l 

.. ~~\(f\ ~· , 
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Re.te.rence your tJo, l40l ot F•~uar;r 

ror live• 0£ 1500 JlutQh Jewts in tlftl'ma.ny, 

Th:l.e OOWl'llJllent «pprov(ls the Continu~ of· 

agrees that My trtoney :lnvolved sbouJ.d bec ,Paid to 41 blookeq. aoco\int :ol!'< , 
- --_-.: .-_;. -- - . _,_.,. ,- __ ·--· other satisfactorily controlled aceount, 

THIS IS WRB LONDON Cft.BIE NO. 48 

12 :15 !•.m. 
February 22, 1945 

:.tiss Chauncey (for the Sec i~r), Akzin, Cohn, DuBois, Gast0n,; 
l!odel, Hutchison, McCormack, O 1 Dwyer, ?ilea 

~ ""' -,.. 
'efl)'r F~~d 2/14/ 45 
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';i.li ..:_,);;. · ·.'. '\\., ·.· .. · · · .. •· .:;;:_/ ';:· •c: :·"::~;·: 

1 · , . · ... •o• ,:, .•..•. ·. ~E oF·~;~r~~;/! 
-.;.,f,-:- ., ... - .. 

. cc,· > .FROM:. 

TO( 
DATED: 
NUMBER: 

Anlerioan ·EJrib~s~-Y-,~ LQ:MP*> ~.-:':--:~--~-,--~-=( 
secretary of state, wa:shirigt~it 
February a, 1945; I .. 

1403 

,_:-··.,. 1s_:-- ;~,~J~-

_.-:_:-/: ?~-~:;-:: -.:--- .- ;,.'-_·f-~ . -'=):~:-;' 
·-/.~-- "·-'o ~-.; ;~~:~ y ~-~~-";~. :"{1~?f~~-:- ~~);·-,: 

i>'.;V ;?:' ;./.\i?I>F: ·,.·vs ·"'''.";•,. ·.··<. 
,. :\~,,; .. ;;··:\<:~·:\·~{:'.~·:.::::·;'.'i·~i:,~:~:{rt~:1f 

:-'\0:;·; ;~<.:·,·,;::·:-;· -.-._::\,' b~;/;'; ;-:~j)·--__ ':·· 

_ ._-,. >)\ ~~~~--< ·-~1. ~<'-~W{=~~~: ·--~~:-.:;.:~:- t,~:,:...:~:,r_---. 
. '-·-· '.. '' ~ < -·_,_-.;~: __ : ~:t~~:~:?. ;.;_ ·.{:\ 

The following message is for .WT. />~ >"•.:tci·: .i.>:.:. ,. 

Referenoe. Embassy• s deoision 6639
1 
Decemb~r $,:: 19j1!~;. :. , .. ··•,,/;:· ~~<A~~s: 

A letter rrom the Dutch Government has been r~cej,v{l~·w•· .•• 
1 

<>>'..:<>r }:[~. 
MEW regarding a proposal to ransom 1500 Jews from Germany On;, . ;. \\'.:\ 
pa'.Yment ·of 1000 Swiss francs per indiyidual, to be paid on · ·· ·' ••'· 
arrival at the Swiss frontier. It is stS:ted in. the J)utoh . ~.· ' .:Y 
Government's letter that it has been reported by the NetheI'land'tJ -.•;·.• ,,, ;·{,; 
repatriation conunissioner t4at a conunittee of Dti.tc4 Jews hi . . •·. . · ·· · •. ·· ·· ,'.~~~<\• 
Swi tzerl:and have entered into negotia.ti9ns fo~ -thief -ex¢~nge - -... -:-:-~~ ::: .. ~-
.with German agents. At pre~ent the Jews -in quast:i,.--oP, -~~-4{ -~~1a.:- · ~ :., ,·:·,~:--~<·- '_:~\~1'.",._~\~_:._~-
;~e a:~::s~:~s h!~ ~~::e:;~e a~~ ~~:r s:~~v~~"~~hB~~=i~==g~~~t . ·.{? , /;·· ~X}t~'' 
the Dutch Government might contribute 2501000 to 3501000 $Vfiss .. ,. ' •'•·. 
francs 1 the remainder of the money to come from individual Jew8 . ;,;,; \:>••;:;· 

~~ !~:e n:~:~s G~~:r:::! t~!e b~~~a:~~ t!~n:~i t~e;~~:~sz~t::te . , . • .· .. • ·Jh?f~;:,~1'f 
in touch with the commi tte~ and it is expeo;l;ed t!ia:i; his r~port · · :1:[.; './).'. , 
will be received in about a fortnight. · The Dutch'(}over#e,!1t · · · ... >, · . • 

desires, in the meantime, to seoure UK and US · govel"rini~I,l:I; " ,/ ' , :'t·· "~ 'iii.'{i~'. ~ 
opinions with particular reference to Allied aimol!1'cement's, 9:f.'. :•t\>.~, ··:·\/''·"' 
November 24, 1942, regarding traffio in e,xit permij:;·s :i:n:A~rl\1~~y.-~c·•,;;;~}~ <."> '''· , . 

.. ,. .. ·t.=· =.: i.·.· i:, \ut ~.;~;eii:n~~~ !:a~~~~~!t!~! ~~;~~=~tif ~~i~J:~~~:.r:~r~~!t~~\~~?~J..~'s~~' t .. ; t i: ;:1~;~~~~n t~~tN~!lm~!r i~4~0~~~;~!s!~oi~:h~~1.~~~P(~/ric~e!~~~!{if~i~,~f.gi \'·.-, ... :·r: ''Y' 
~; ~~ j !' f ~·provide G.erman agents_ with. nest egg fo'r tl}eirel,tse 0,fter'>t~ie/}V!l.li~ .;: ,·:if',.;.:· .'/k 
·1j: i . i itv/i:ws~~P~~~~~~o~;a!~~~ ~;;~;~~!;!:: i~~~!: ·~~:::~i/!h!h~::w:1:~i~ . >;;;":.··· ,z~r~~~~· 

!~ \ l bt made to :walk to the Swiss frontier. It m!iy be thi\tl'l~ctVbi),iSJ,.); · ~'X'' )',.('• >~i:; 
~ ;. · [ ·~.i:0~~~i;~em ~e~~:s 8:~:i~~g:!si~:~~u~~!!C!r;~:h~i0fi~~li~~>:· ·.··.·.•. r·· : ;}~{,/~. b 
~ :· ~,~ ~ ?t ?f value t? appr•ve Du.to~ continuin. g·. neg .. o .. t. ~a. t.io·.·n ·.·s··· .'i·n.·· ?·a···. 6.e···.·.··. ..... " · j> '· . . , ; 

I : ~ ; it is a question of Jevrs being murdered or .be;i.ng mov(id to . ·. : <) •: · ::\'.:' .. 
j ~ \ Stitzer land for safety, If the money opuld'b9 pa.iii into~li : . , ··t: > ;;,;r:f\r 
~ : ' i ~eked ace.cunt or one wh:j.ch could be· wat'ohed at least1 · poss~l?ly : '':~;.. <'\)' 

··':.~ . ; t~~angreemefnt of bs~1vi.ss AGPvterh:nmentd, MEWta· .. mig~\ oo~~niud~nr)~!gt0,.tl'.ll-1~s~'<; ·•;>'{~. :;,·:;:,.'~<··"·;'·''. ... 
0 6~ ; :J 2:. .., more·. avora Y• no er a van . ge o.i.:. op..,1. 1 .. 0 · .. · . , ~r.:> ·· •.. ;:,.:.:;.· ·;.··:.~\·!: ; i ~ ~ ~ .l~~~n~e~!~:e:~s m:~n~:r~:d: position to fi~d out1the<nrunos :oi':>:~,~:.·;;:·c·:: ;~.;~:20:.:'.?,'f:: :~ .. , 

·· · · · . cc: 2/lS/46 . Fo:r Int'brniation - Messrs. Gi:eru:i:1 Zl~onjiati~;;if\:Jlilf~#if : ·~"··'.~;':.\~k,;(;: 
DoZovallos, Fishe:i;, Blake, .~0.i:-tyf;tg{·Ny:F,9~•.C' • ··, i' • : ;,??·· :·:'' < c,,,, 

EOBfi' For Aoti.::~~.?:.';~.~;~.~.;;, "' . . .·.~~ti)\'1!~~( 

-. ----~·-~...___·"---~--.. ~- ·- ,~s-.. :~--;i.::-li::t,~o>~ _ _;;,~~--f~:. 
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F'ROM: 

TO: 

DATE:D: 

/ 

.. 1I.:l:::Icv; E:.:i~iiST{' LONDO!~ 

1894 
x 

1945 

- CONTROL COPY 
-o~'' ···. 

iY 
/ 

Hegardlne; Er.;t;B.sey 1 s 1403 of the eighth of l<'ebruary 
I j . 

concerning re.noorn Dutch Je·1l!s from G~rm°'ny is the Depa1•trnertt 

able to give preliminary views't' 

DC/L:J;LG.l,1 ~ 
2-24-4B fl/WJ 

·
1.'/INANT 
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FROM: 

1'0: 

· DATED: 

NUMBER: 

CONTRO.l COPY 
·PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
I 
liJnerican Embassy' rJondol'l 

Secretary of State, Wash:tngton 

Februar·y 8, 1947 

1403 
x 

The following message is for WTo 

Re~erence Embassy's decision 663{ 
I 

December 9, 1942. 

has been received by A letter from the Dutch Government 
( / / 

M@V regarding a proposal to ransom 15'00 Jews from Germany on 
I 

payment of 1000 Swiss francs per individual, to be paid on 
/ 

arrival at the Swiss fronUer. 'It is stated in the Dutch 

Government's letter that it has bean reported by the Netherland•s 

repatrV2tion commissioner that a committee of Dutch Jews in 
/ . ~ 

Switzerland have entered into negotiations for this exchange 

with German agentso At present the Jews in question ara held 
I / 

in German camps in Theresin and near Hanover in Belsen-Bergen. 
I 

The suggestion has been made by the Swiss Jewish Cont~ittee that 
,/ 

the Dutch Government might contribute 25'0,000to 35'0,000 S;viss _ 

francs~ the remainder of t'1e money to come from individual Jews 

in free area: and char:J.table organizations. A representative 

of the Dutch Goverrtment has been sent to Switzerland to get 

in touch with the committee and it is .e1pected t)i~t his report 

will be received in about a fortnight.;; The Dutch Government 

desires, in the meantime, to secure UIC·and US Gqvernment 

opinions with particular i~eferenee to AlliecLannouncements of 

November 24, 1942, regarding traffic in exit permits in Germany. 
DECLASSIFIED 

st.ate Dept. Letter, 1-11-12 At this time 
By R U. Parks Date SEP 1 1 1972 
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-2-
ME\7 is consulting interested British Depa:t;tl1l.ents but 

At this timE>' Ml:!.1'.r' S prel imine.ry reactions are opposed to 

this transaction for the ·reason that (A) 1t is contrary to 

the principle which Allied declaration of November 24, 1942 

established and (B) it seems likely to provide German agents 

with nest egg for thelr use after the war. In view of trans­

portation difficulties inside Germany at this time, MEW is 

suspicious of this transact1on. Quite possibly the Jews will 

be made to walk to the Swiss frontier. It may be that we would 

be doing them great~r service by discouraging the proposal on 

this basis. lJE';'l makes the suggestton, however, that it might 

be of value to approve Dutch continuing negotiations in case 

it is a question of Jews being murdered or being moved to 

Switzerland for safety. If the money could be paid into a 

blocJ{ed account or one which could be watched at least, possibly 

with aereement of Swiss Governme:mt 9 . ME\'! mip;ht consider the trans 

·action more favorably. Another advantage of c,,1ntinuing negot:f.a­

- tioris is that we may be in a position to find 01:t the names of 

the German agents concerned. 

ME\P S opinions 09Dosing cor.rpletion of this transaction 

unless money can be satisfactorily blocked are shared by the 

Embassy. 'l'he opinion is that otl-ierwise we would run the risk 

of causing flare up in ransom traffic by various German 

authorities trying to build up DPSt eggs for tl-ieir use in neutral 

countries after the war. Embassy suggests the War Refugee Board's 

attention be 

i. 

' 1-



-3-

attention be brought to. tl1is cable antl we vmuld 'be gratetul 

for a reply by the 22nd of Fe1JI"UB.:ry. 

DC/L:MED:CVT 

2-9-45 

i'IINA.N'l' 
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FOR PERLE FROL Hi.NI:. 

I 

London 

DatEd 

p,m. 

I hc.vE sEnt followinc.· mEsPa2E to McCli;lland I 0 u 
I 11

Hrnri DEntz of NEthErlc.nds committEE for rEp2.t-

/ 

~..... .::,; 
... - v, I 

iation wr:.s advisEd a short whilE c.go th2.t pursuc.nt to 

.,._ EQ;otiations condt:-:":c::cl in S1.•JitzErland by Jnvish Dutch 

~~ •J .-S 
:; 

.~. '-': 

oordirn:.tion committEE GErmc.ns or somE group thErrnf 

avE offErEcl to dElivEr in 8witZErlc.nd at !Ee.st 500 JE0s 

t pricE l,ooo Swiss fru1cs Ee.ch. (l"OR MCCL:C:LL:.ND FROI:i 

IL.HN). DEntz ['nd I hc..vE discussEd 2nd hE is c.dvi.'3Ed you 

fn~iliar this mattEr, GEri;,,-,n of'fEr is unclEr consideration 
I --------------_.._,;.._...._.........,. __ ............. ~, ........ ~-

bJ Dutcn Councii 11 .inistErs. :Urntz c.nd I bEliEVE a statE-

rnrnt from you on thi2 matt Er givine; such fac~s a_s cva.ilablr -----~~·,,,;--..,,,, ... ____ ·.-~ .,,._ . .,.--.~--~-

c.nd if you think it cdvi;mblE uri:;ing thc,t Dutch 2,ccEµt 
----------~--~--·- -

off'Er _!.~~~!1-_o_~ll possiblE v1ou~f,!_~-~~~f.£...~~~ 
action. PlrnsE advisr mE as soon rts possiblE. nEprn.tEd 

to 'JnshinLton. 11 

'ii IN I.NT· 
DECLASSIFIED 
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