


London, Maréh 12, 1945

No., 221,638
= HY AIR}E oucH

Booacmic Warfare (ylaok Liat( Serless Nﬁa 595

3ubjset: Minist;y of Boonomlo Warfnxe°e legier
%o Duteh Gorermment conoernin prﬁposa;,.
to ransom. Dutceh Jows. - B

T - o

“The Homoradle. ' "NNL Y
The Secretary of State ) : o
¥ashingbon, D.0. o = & R

1.
.;re

&3

I heve the honor bto refer to this Zmbassyts

telegram 1507 of February 8, 1943 concorning a g~
pDBA] to Tansom 1500 Jevis of Dubch origin in Gsrmany
and the Departmant®s telegram 15395 of Makgh 2, end"
to transmit herawith for the information of The
Depertment a sopy of who W*Liutrv°q letier of Maroh
&, o the Duseh 3overnmsnt ou this proooaaln

Raspeou*uxxy youra,
For the Ambazsator:

Donsld Be Caﬁqa; o
Thixd Seeretary -of EmbESﬂV,
Ecuacmic w«;fa’@ D vﬁsicn

' s Do
Enclonure: : S

1, (opy, lesuer as noted abovs.
{(Forwarded in oz’i« inal and heebograph)

Sugeeatod DLsbyibution:
# War Refuges Bourd,

- DECLASS]FIED s
State- D ik, Letter, 1 11- 72

QB,H,VPN».'
B n




unclosura NOe 1
T o ?1 675 B iarah A3

HARLAtRY of ‘Boonomle’ ¥ nrfarei o

b Berkeley Square Houge,

s T Berkeley Squere,
‘i’u ;\- o .

11.204/153 ash dareh 1948
D@ar Im, Van sngeron,

I um replying on behsif. of 2w. Blivsn who 19
_now gbrowd, to your lebtor of Februs -y L%, 385/7.10,
about & provoesel o ransvm 1500 Jows of Petherlundis
ordgia or eszeoelaibivn for o tokal of 1} milliocn Swiss
Franes. , N

“e have gonsulbed tao ﬂasa'Gevarnmaut end the
follewing xepragents our jolnt views, - This propoadl
is ot vaviepce with the yrineiples of the-allleg
geelaration of November 24th, 1947, in which the
Betherlenda Govornment geindd, wiih regard ta %he
payuant of rarsoms for gews, cud on bhis secouatl we
ere opposed to 1t. But wo recoguize thet thne prosent
schewe, ct the prosent Time, presents Lesturos -ehieh
d1d not ezdst in the formery oxdt pernit treflfis,
Heverthslesa we &re Oppossd ¢ any monoy. belng nude
freely avaelloble to the enamy o2 to his agents, and
no private person o¥ Body in Lthis aounivry eould
sontribute %o & fund with tuxq objeat vwithout @
licaense frow the Preding with ths SuoMP DSPATTRONG .
Yo tnink hovevur thet 1% ¢ hnt by posalble fow - B
negotiationz %o be contloued wiisn tho enany oF nis
agonts throuzsh some seudeal osrgandsatiorn withi
0 assisulug the Jows to reagh Switzerland. I
course of such negotiations 1% wight bae: nevansary
desoalt a pact or wll of the L 'million Swiss YFrenags
in switzerlund. In bhls @280 ihe nume of . thy ban
in which the monsy wes deposlited and the designatio
of the wecaocunt in thet bank should Vs wAde known to::
8, 50 thot €9 soon sa bhe Jous rednhed Swltzoriaud’ &h@
Zwlss cuthoritios should be lmmedistely invited o
Llogk the awccount wndesr whalyr now fxsezinb falsFoe lﬁtionﬂo

‘i‘.‘oux's sixiﬂoraly,

5igaed: H. O, Fenton.

Gopled by:qf
Checked byl




AMBNBASSY

LONDON
1095

”he following for vinwnt frnm Department,

and ¥op Refuwee 150apd 18 VRB a8,
, 2

Reference your no. 1403 of bebruarx/aa 1945.

" cerning ne‘otianxone for lives of 1500 Dutch Jens 1n
/ ,
Germany.

fhie Government avproves the continuing of théaéﬂ'

nepotiations wna pprees that .ny qoney involved shculd
be nald te o blockea ageounts oy otier Pwtisfactorlly

controlled aceount,

VR s 1V 2 K6 BG NOE A FER
e/02/46 , ' Sy e

State Dept. L’g’cte"r‘,; 111
By R H. Parks Date JEP




Rgforenea your &o. 1403 of Ebhrunny 8 ,1945

fbr lives of 13500 Dutch dhws in Gmnmugn

Sgrees that any nonsy involved saould~b&rpaid"

‘othar Batiaraotorily controllad aceount,

THIS IS WRB LORDOR CABIE N0, 48

12:15 nom,
February 22, 1945

Hag

#iss Chauncey (for the oocl") Akzin, Cohn, DuBois, Gastong,
Hodel, Hutchison, MeCormick,

oeryer, Files
232’4L g(hd 2/14/45
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- American Embassyy’
Seoretary of State;
ED: = February 8; 1945°

NUMBER: 1403 - .

The fol’lowizig»'m‘essagefis for:,WT., _'
Reference: Enibaa'sy's decision 6659:,,,"15_ercémbje'

A letter from the Dutch Government hss been: recei’
MEW regarding & proposal to ransom 1500 Jews from Germany o
payment - of 1000 Swiss francs per individual, to. be -paid-on
arrival at the Swiss frontler, It is stéted in. the: puteh: -
Govermment's letter that it has been reported by the Netherland®
repatriation commissionsr that & committes-of Dutch Jewsf an
Switzerltand have entered into negotiations for ‘tliis. exohange
Wwith Germen agents, At present the Jews in question are held .
in German camps in Theresin and near Hanover in Belsén~B gony;

. The suggestion has been made by the Swiss Jewish Committes that
the Dutch Government might eontribute 250,000 o 350;000-5wiss.
francs, the remainder of the money to comg” from - individual Jews
in free areas and charitabie organizations, A Pepresentative’
of the Dutch Govermnment has been sent to Switzerland to get . ¢
in touch with the committee and it is expected that hi ]
will be received in about a fortnight., The Dutch Gover
desires, in the meantime, to secure UK and U~ govern g
opinions with particular reference to Allied. emmouns
November 24, 1942, regarding traffic in exit permi

At this time MEW is consulting interested Br
Rut MEW's preliminary reactions are:. opposed to th
’c%\e reason that (A) it is contrary to. the prineiple w
boleration of November 24, 1942® egtablished. and (B):
o provide Germen agents with nest égg for & o
B]E;inew of transportation difficultios  ingide rmany; atit
is suspioious of this transaction, Quite possibly:the:
bp made to walk to the Swiss frontisr. Té
b doing them greater service by discouraging the
this basis., MEW makes the suggestion, however,  that
b of value to appreve Dutch continuing negotiation
i} is & question of Jews Being murdered or being moved to
S¥itzerland for safoty: If the money’ oould bo paid inti
g:cked acoount or ono which could be watohed: at loa t

th 8greement of Syiss Gpvernment, MEW.might oonsi
g8tion more favorablys Another advantége of ‘contin
?tibn,s s that wo may be in a position to find oub th
“the Gorman agents concerned,.

€0y '2/13/46" For Information - Mossys,

. DoZovallos, Fisher, Blake

e - For Action:,  O'Flaherty -
BOBAL -~ T st




" for a roply by the 22n -0 Fe ruaryo

DG/L:MED: CVT

2uQmd5




- PATAPEAST OF TELEGRAL KECEIVED.
/ : - V i e
FROHM: ARERICAN EUBASTY, LONDON o ik
TO: Seccetery of Stote, Washingion S R f
: P g
DATED: Fetruery 23, 1945 . . L BUP '
HUKBER : 1894 : cgNTR _ 4
g ot W

) Pegard Lng Imbageyls 1405 of the eighth of February
/

concerning ransom Dutch Jews from Ge“meny i3 the Deoartmenx

able to give preliminary views?

L
WINANT

DC/L:.L;LG

2a24-45 mkﬂ/
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State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date_SEE 1 1 197%



FROM:
TO:

- DATED 3
NUMBER ¢

The following message 1s for WI', ,
Reference Embassy's decision 6634’ Decembsr 9, 1942,

_ A letter from the Dutch GOVLaneﬂt has. been received by
MEW roegardlng a prOposal to ransom 1500 Jews from Germany on
pavment of 1000 S&iss francs per 1ndividual, to be paild on
arrival at the Swiss frontisr. It 1s stated in the Duteh
Government's letter that 1t has been reported by the Né;herland‘s
repatriation commissioner that a committee of Dutch Jews in
Switzerland have entered 1nto‘hegotiations for this exehaﬁééri,
with German agents. AL preseﬁt the Jews in questioﬁ aferhéld
in German camps in Theresin and near HanoVefiin'ﬁélsen-Bergen.r
The suggestion hes been made by the Swiss Jewlsh Committee that
‘the Dutch Government might contribute 250,000to 350,0007§;issl
francs, the remainder of t"e money to come from individual Jews
in free ares and charitable organizations. A representative
of the Duteh Government has been sent to Switzerland to get
in touch with the committee and it 1s expected t?%t his report
will be received in about a fortnight. * The Dutch Government

desires,

November

,,? U)a)\/i..

* LONTROL COPY - ity

PAR&PHRAbn OF TELEGRAM RPCPIVBD

Amevican Embassy, London

Secretary of State,~Washiggtnn

February 8, 1945 7 _
X B |

/

/

in the meantime, to secure UK -and US Government

24, 1942, regarding traffic in exit permits 1n Germany. ,
DECLASSIFIED . :
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 At this time S .

By R H, Parks Date_QEP 11 1972



‘action more favorably. Another advantage of epnﬁinuing negofia-

(o]

MEW is consulting interested British Departﬁénts but
At this time/ MEW'S preliminery reactions are -opposed to:

this transaction for the reason that (A) 1t'isrconﬁrary to

the principle which Allied declaration of November 24,71942 B
established and (B) it seems likely to provide German agents
with nest egg for their uée after the war, 1In view of'trans- 
portation difficulties inside Germany at this timé, MEW is
suspiclious of this transaction. Quite possibly the Jews will

be made to walk to the Swiss frontier. It may be that we wouldrl
be doing them greater service by discouraging the proposal on
this bagis. MEV makes the suggestion, however, that it might
be of valve to approve Dutch continuing negotiations in case

it is a question of Jews being murdered or being moved to
Switzerland for safety. If the money could be paid into a -
blocked account or one which could be watched at least, pbéSibly

with agreement of Swiss Government, MEW might consider the trans= .

tloris 1s that we may be in a position %o find ort the names'of

the German agents concerned,

MEW'S opinilons onnosing completion of this £ransacﬁion
wless money can be satisfactoril& blocked are shared ﬁy the
Embassy. The opinion is that otherwise we would fﬁn the risk
of causing flare up in ransom traffic by varlous German
authorities trying to bulld up pest eggs for their use in neutral

countries after the war, Embassy suggests the War Refugee Board's

a;tgn&lﬁg be




~ i

attention be brought to. this cable and we would be grateful -
for & reply by the 22nd cof February.
ool A
WINANT

/\Q&\

DC/L MED :CVT
2-9-45



[rﬁ;PAgZMENTV 7 / INCOMING

wstate  /°  TELEGRAM

:H</f;“

/-

KMS~161 . London

Distribution of truc ] ’ : : AR

reading only by, special Dated December 29, 1944 -t :

arrangement, &‘\7) ) N
Rectd. 5:37 pame o S T

Secretary of State,

Washington, - C”M

.

115834, Yecember 29, 7 pom,
X -

FOR PEHLE FRO. MLNH,

I have sent folloying messege to MeClelland

/
"Henri Dentz of Netherlands committee for repat-

:riation was advised = short while zgo that pursuant to
=y /

- flegotiations condu-*=d in Switzerland by Jewish Dutech .

coordination committee Germens or some group thereof

w % pave offered to deliver in Switzerlend et lecst 500 Jews’

pt price 1,000 Swiss frencs each, (FCR HCCLZLL.AND ¥ROH

Ili.NM), Dentz &né 1 have discussed and he is advised vy

ﬁwiliar this matter, Gernan of fEr is undEr consicrrat¢on

by Dutcn Counc1i Ministers, JEntZ Lnd I bEliEvc w statu—

ment fron vou on thlu maiher r“1\71ng suchAfacts as CV&

and if you thlnk it

_ablE
gdv 139b15 urrlng tth Dutch cccept

ofxcr cnd do QWI _possible would increcsce ohancrs fcvorfble

action,

Please adVlSE me as soon as possible, Repeated

to Viashington M

VIINANT- vy
DECLASSITTED
MRM : State Dept. Letter, 1-11-1% - “

. ByRH.Parks Date_S.EEkll 197? 1




