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REPORT ON DISCUSSION AT 

STAl!'F !1lEETING ON MARCH 22 

There was a brief discussion of both the· Unitarian.'"'"'."''"''"" 
Committee Plan and the plan later submitted bY the Coihniittee 
Refugee Problems. It was decided: · 

1. That we make every effor·b to encourage the Unitarian Committee: 
program both with advice and assistance in content on the one hand and· · 
with aid and fund-raising on the other, . · . ·· 

2, That the second program is on the whole undesirabJ,e because· 
it involves asking OJlI to defray some expense and because it does not 
have a properly established relationship between private and public 
responsibility, It was also agreed that this negative reactiond()es not 
preclude the possibility of VIRB furnishing all sorts of proper material 
from any source whatsoever to theOWl for use whenever the material neats 
the standards of OlTI, It was finally felt that there was no point at 
this time in asking for a regularly assigned period of time. 

3. That the entire problem be turned over to Mr, Weinstein when 
he reports for work in a few days, 
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On February 23, CharlesR. ·Joy submitted· Unitarian Service Committee a dei;ailed plan as the Unitarian Plan. In a memorandum dated mitted a second program sponsored by the newly Special Refugee Problems. This is referred to Plan. 

In general, the Unitarian Plan cal],s for the use of Station WRTJL, for private financing ($101 000 for six months) which would be raised by. the Unitarian Conunittee, and for the release 0y O.U of two of the trant3"' mitters for three hours a day. \<!RB participation would be ·limited to procuring the OWI time and to a vague supervision of the program. The contents of the program would presumably be prepared by the groiiplli' New York. 
· 

The Committee Plan Ms the following general characteristics. V'!RB is to ask OWI for thirty minutes a day and for the assignment of an OVU person in New York as liaison. 00 is to pay for office and script writing expenses. The progra,m itself, as in the case of the Unitarian Plan, would be prepared by the committee in New York. 

The principal differences. between the two plans follow: '< 

1. Under the Unitarian Plan-the project is essentially privateJ.y financed and privately conducted, \'Tith Oill and WRB keeping their own apparent and real participation to a minimum. The Committee Plan, on the other hand, projects two government ag~ncies, particularly owr, into positions of prominence. 

2. Partly as a result of No. 1 above, the Unitarian Plan relieves \'ffiB of any awkvmrdness resulting from the make-up of the Committee or from tne charge that public funds are used :f;or a program originated by private sources. 

A possible program follows. It is basically the Unitarian plan, except that cmI facilities are used in place of WRUL. -~ 

· 1. The OWI shall furnish the time. 

2. VIRB shall be the channel through which the Committee feeds programs and ideas. 

3. The Unitarian Committee shall finance the project and insure program content. 

4. A member of the WRB staff shall spend some of his time in New York to make sure that the :program is carried outo 
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·LIST OF·PROJECTS 

''*y . . . . . ·· .. · 
UNDERTAKEN BY THE OFFICE AT 144 BLEECKER ~;-.1.-nl!il:li:· .. . -- .- . ' . 

Evacuation of Spanish and Non-Spanish Repul;>lican-s from Roi.'tugi;U 
. - - ·_ . : .. -. ·.· 

Unitarian Service Oollllliittee 

2. Swedes i'or Resc.:ue Mission to Rumania and Other Oocq.pied Land13, 

Louis Dolivet 

5, Correspondents in Switzerland, Sweden, tllld Palestine, 

General Julius Deutsch 

4, Assistance of the Labor Movement. 

5.- Use of the Radio 

6, The Opening of Various Countrie·s to Refugee· Immigration. 

7. Vlork in and through Rumania 

Charles Davila 

8. Evacuation of Non-Spanish Republican Refugees from Portugal to the United $tates;, .. 

Unitarian Service Committee 

9. What the International Red Cross Can Do. 

10. Removal of Stateless Refugees from Spain to North Africa 

Louis Dolivet 

11. Unofficial Personnel at Key Centers. 

12. The Problem of Germany 

15. The Problem of Hungary 

Rustin Vambecy 



The Problem of Russia. 

15. The Establishment of the: Unitarian Service Committee in Spain. 

Unitarian Service Committee 

16. Use of Official Pouch and Codes by Private Agencies. 

17. Repatriation of American Citizens. 

Unitarian Service Committee 
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QUOTES FOR t!R. PEHJB•a SP.lfJi:CH :m CmCAGO DEFORE JX>C,'Af>Jqt~< 

John Ill• Pehle .. Executive DJ.rec~ oi" the W81'" Rttugee ~, toW·lead .. 
ot tho limeriwm Jewish Joint n:tstr!bu.tion Cc.ani:tW. )'efte:rdat that the War 

Re.tugeo Bati.:rx: is us.f.ng l\J.1 the pmver am prestige of the Vni ted Stat.et· Gqft$1ltnt 

to saw the victims o.f llazJ. paraecutitm. who ·can •tUl be reecu.ed. ~ eid.d .·tbf 

diplomatic, fiscal and military reaaurces Of the Clovel'lllllnt ae -.11 a• tM 

faciUtiea of tho OiTice o1' ·•Ul' Iufo:mw.tion and other agenoie~ have been lllJ&r-

shalsd for the joJ;i. 

11 The present mil;\..;,•,1ry .;..i/un.tion L-i the llalku1w presenta the g!'eateot 

challenge to the Bo'.lrd in chanztng t.he attitude of t,ho enomy ,Y .Mi·, Pehle d..,. 

of' the cons&:;u.oncea o.:· J:'urtt~r pe1·imcut:lorw in· th.oil' t6rr1tor:len an:l the uubst-
. . ) 

quent British ondornement ot tha:t warni1F ruw·H provided heavy rus11!fAni'hlon. on the 

psyoholog:lcn1 '"·ll:fa:re .front. Cooparat:tnr~ ·.,.ith the War Re.fugee Board, .too Oftice 

of War Ini'w.Tu<itlon and the British 13r·oadc:u1tinc Co!l.lplillJiY hnve o&i'ried and wUl .. 
J1 ct»')\."\ 

contim.te .~rloo 1 s meE1aage in evwcy l<.:11f;imge· to evex-y lnnd. 11 

Mr. 11th.le emphasized that tha Bov...l'll W'<io ualng all methods in itt reasou.e 

work - fomal am infor'J11'11., direct and .:i.OOirect, convtmtional and uncomrenti.onal.• 

All of these methods, he aa1d1 have as theix· goal. the nacuo Of ·h.uman bt1nss, 
particu:l.e.r~ Jews, from the bl.U'barima or the 6U01!!¥. 

Stressing the importance at collo.bo:!Yi.tion bcrt;vmim the War Hef.ugee BoaN 

em private aeenciea operating in t:M :rof\1goe field., Mr. Pelile asuert.ed that 

the war I?ef'ut.."'o Board oi'i'ez·s neu opporWn:ttieo tw prl.vo.te philanthropies to 

operate. Such coUnboro.tion1 be mi.i..d1 1tJ "the best method ot obtaining quick 

resul;tiP in a deaperate per.tod. 11,
0 



Paying tribute to the 'WOrk ot tha JDC1 he saidt Ult baa i:f.ont tt. l!Wgmt~ 

1cent job. Its experience, 1t8 personnel., its krto-...hOW-.1 and ite .t'und1r~ve bltit. 

o£ invaluable aasistance to the v.ork of the War Retugee Board 1n :r4iscndlag tl1e 
helpJ.ese, homeless nnd stnteloss re.f'ugeeo of Eur0pe. 11 He Q(lded that the war 

Refugee Boord had received excellent suggestions from the. oha.Uman of tbe JDC• 111 
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The \'far Refugee Board is bending every 

every means to save the Jews in Europe. This :is the ftincti~l1. .C1.l?o;t;gni01ci-' 

to the Board when it was created on January 22. That this is. 

its function is indicated by the following sentence frOllf President 

Roosevelt's statement of March 22: 

11 Insofar as the necessity of military operatio;ns ... . : 

permit, this Government will use all means at its 

command to aid the escape of all victims of the 

Nazi and Jap executioner regardless of race or 

religion or·color. 11 

I viant to assure you in all sincerity that I take this 

·assignment seriously. As you can :imagine, it is not 

One day's changes in the European military situation can easily undo 

weeks of work in perfecting rescue programs. '.l!herilcent events in 

the Balkans furnish a good example of this difficulty. 

In our rescue work we are using all methods - .formal ~l').d informal; . 

direct and indirect, corivpntional and unconventional - but all these 

methods have as their goal the rescue of hvinan beings - particularly Jews • 

from the barbarism of the enemy. 

In this work we need the help of private agencies. We need 

their experience, their advice, their personnel, their active participation 

and their money. Our.work would suffer seriously from both delay and 
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ineffectiveness were we unable to use these 

High on the list of voluntary agencie13 

of imµlense value to us is the ,~erican Jewish Joint 

Committee - known'1ri ihe United States af? J.D.C, arid 

as 11Joint". We have drawn heavily upon J.D.C, already for advice 

and.for funds, We have been in touch VTith its representatives ·both 

here and abroad, I want to express my gratitude to J .D.C. far its 
I 

help and to you for your support of its hoble activities. 
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J, Alvarez del Va;ro served for many years as En,..frn"''"' 
Buenos Aires, Best known as former Minister 
public; was.President of Chaco Commission which 
conflict~ 

D_r, Charles .A. Davila former Rwnanian Minister to Washington; 
of Rumanian-American Alliance for Democraey. -

\ 

Sava Kasonovitch member of Yugoslav·Parliamen.t and .Secretary General of the . 
Democratic Independent Party. · · 

Rµstem Vamberry Dean emeritus and former Professor of Criminology at thenUniversity • 
of Budapest; now lecturer at. the New School for Social Research and Chairman of the\ 
,Committee for a New Democractic Hungary. · $ 

Milos Safranek Former Chief of the press service at the Czechoslovai: Legation in 
Paris and former Counselor at the Czechoslovak Foreign Office. 

Genera1 JyJ,iµs Deµtsch former Minister of War of the Austrian Republic; .,..,,~··v~ 
labor movement; General in the Loyalist Arrey dur~g the Spanish Civil War~--

Dr. Henrv A, Atk:inson Director of Church Peace Union; general secretary WorlQ. 
Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches •. ,;:. 

Col. Randolfo Pacciardi _now editor of La Legion dell' Italia del Popolof one of 
the outstanding fighters in the Italian Underground movement; organizer.of the . . . .· 
Garibaldi Battalion, later of the Twelfth InterIJ.ational Brigade, which fought against 
the Fascists in Spain, ·· · 

Bogdan Raditso publicist and press chief of the Yugoslav Information Center in the 
United States. 

Basil Vlavianos Editor and Publisher of the National Herald - Greek. 

l)r, Sµlvain Cahn-Debr~ French lawyer who made a trip to Russia for the Red Cross 
during the first years of the Soviet regime, Now making an ·extez,isive stuay 
organizations' plans for the future. 
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;ao..,:::.w..,.o=.oi. Advisor on Social Legislation .for the Czechoslovak 
reviously assistant secretary of the International ;Fecierat~on 

__ -V'foe President of the pending technical committee for dispJ.aQes ·n.,,.,.,,n,, 
>nected with UNRRA. · · ·. · 

Varian F,ry , former editor of "Living Age", then member of the staff of<thEj 
Foreign Policy Association, then, in 1940, went to France for the Emergency 
Rescue Committee, now Executive Secretary of the American Labor Conference on 
International Affairs. · 

Mrs. Lily Krier-Becker wife of former Luxembourg Minister. 

William Rosenblatt a businessman very much interested in the libral cause; 
active in support of many progressive undertakings, s.nd a close friend of Mr·. del 
Veyo. 

Stojan Gavrilovitc -

Ex. Robert Dexter 
'r 

Dr. William Emerson 

Mr. Louis Doliyet 

Mr . Henry Muller 
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Further ritvf\la .. \ion of Jtip attt)t.~tti.ea t'ttnf;in\ltd th .. i• · .. · 
Wfl$k. ·11" /!;,.re Jttpt to <forget tllat Nt\1!. brttta.li ty '•"'~-l'd · .·· 
mU Uona 01· J f.'Hlf~, Pol ett. -O~f'oba, !HKl Hutl!AJitmlJ hr-.~ b•en :h~efi 
as fe:n11Uous tutd lon0 ... conUrtued. · ·· 

'fh1:1 i"rt.rniclen~ ha.• ettnbl itthfld rt •1tt~l' Re:f\.t~tt.i~ Iit'.'Je:rd ~nd 
appo1ntfJC:l r:~n outntaadlng publ le otfi<Yhil ~ Job.n w, fit1>hle., 
au acting en<lutive director. ln dir~otln(il thtll JJ(l~:ird to 
ttee 1.11 of thID ri0"1<11rs ef th.ii~ J.ovf':rnw.errt +.t~ reltoue the 
victha~ oi tHHrnq oi:mrf.!HM.lior~ iitho ~trt?t tn. i:utt1nmidi · drmtt.t:ir ot 
det-1,\Jl, th<t' i''re~idcnfj ff'.'fl fi<:ted trw ·~:1.1 i of r.t. nf1;t ion \lfO• 
foundly flrH·H~k(td with i4XitJ b.tati~lJ Hy. Hie; ~thm vs,,, tlu\\t 
of n nt1tion d@eply oo.nt'lciou~ that H.ti fr1.ut cithtentll' today 
a.re d@ac.HH11~ttnt~ o·r y011itt~rd.1=1y • $ vie~ btt> of p~r!.e<:ution. 

The ap:-'01nilf!ont of Pehl~ ii:; ~.nt}ther 1nd1m;i,thin thn.t the 
P:ronidr,nt ttnd t.he Bot~ re- !.lH'imb"ts 0,?f: l.Coking f()f tt()ti<m, OQt . 
Just 'n'(H<.h1. Ff1hlt~ ts t} young ... thtrty ... f1-V.~ yeiH'@ o10';i -
h111.r<!bit.ting lawyar f.ren~ th£ corn b~l t. wh~ t~.a9 tU.:r~(!(tecd. 
Seertitary horgentn~.lJ' ~ ton,,t~n Ti\md~ · r;o11trol flivt~t.em ,tGr 
nearly four 7nars. ~\:n-f!dgn i'unrh (i€mtrel llftfil done c1 o'lff!lt.- .. 
but little ::iubltcd'!:.@t.1. job in thi~: Oov£trnmemt•1r Pl.'Oe~ra.m t'Jf 
econo~if' 'l':t1rf$,H'e 1\ii:;;~J:m~t th& AJ1~. It wm~ thlrt lJivt~ion 
wnich hPg iH'AVPPtt>id the Alrlfl .fro~ UJ~ing th~ f1n1Inc1~1 
ft11.01litif'lfl n.f this c.f.'.'f1mtr1 t~ f,,nanco ~tmi~l~Atre and Qtber 
~:ubvoraiv~ ~i.otivithie. Tlie pr€u~tmo• of lhdl. M<>tl{fmthan. 
~Xld $t itli~on on the !Soard, plus the aµ~o1n\H!i~~t, rJf Pl.lh.lfJ

1 
.·· 

ought to men,n tha.t wt bff,vt atcpped being cowiu·drt abQUt 'he 
p~t'~(1cute.d P$Ople of iurope. 

In t.nt~ country, we r:1i~ph~1£i?f? gonoent~ of hum~:n fr~tdoa 
and the cttgntty o.f tnti 1nd1v1flual. 


