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I heve the honor %o refer %o the Lmbassy's despateh
Ne, 10785 of June 20, 1945, regarding the unblocking of
ourrency’ belonging to Myrs, Friedrike Wreaschner fob the
benafit of Hans Erooh, -

4% the time the bmbassy forwarded the shove :
mentioned despateh all evidenve befors us was favorable
%o the granting of the spplication in favor of Mp, Kvoch,
However, ws have recontly received certain informatlon
from o Jew by the name of Hens Kohnatam! -of Lavallie 733,
Buenos Alres, which inforamation appezrs to be definltely -
sgainat Hane Krooh.. Sinoe Ransg Kotnstam has only
recenvly arrived in Argentina from Europe 1t hds Deen
Impogsiblie to find ousg anything ebout him, and fop that
»eagon we are forwarding %o the Devartment the informs..
tion which he gave regsrding Hang Xrooh, in order that
the Departucent may be adviasd ag to-these svents and mey
tako whatever action 1% Asens advlaable, .

Wr. Kohnstam arcived in Argentina with his wif
ehildren on the Spaniasn ship Gabo de Buena Bspéransy,
during the first week in July 1943, He atated thet -
slrice Ne wae & Jew the CGermans wowld not let him:-leave
Angterdan unless he vsld for Zhe pelvilege of Leaving, .
Jome %1 prlor to hila lesving Amgterdam the CGormensg..
sent e to talk Yo Hene ¥rosh, who was geA1L da oo
Hollend st thet time, to mele the necessary finanoisl.
srrangements, Xroch $old him that he wouid have o vay
100,000 8w, fr, in order %o get the necessavy permis to
leave Holland, I% wag axplalned that the payment would
be made in Amaterdam to onz Dr. Arthur Wiederviehs {a
Peoolalined Llaved nationel since Deceuber 18, 1942),a
Gwlae lawyer who would fiy from Bwiltzerland to Amsterdan
0 get the money, Wiederhohe would them arrange Tor a
pass o e lusuved whieh would enable Kohnetam and Family
o travel- through Hollend, Belglum, France and Spain,
Frogumably Wiederkehr would divide the money with the
“ermans and with Krooh, aocording to Kehnstaw, - Kohnsbtam
refused to pay the money aud later ercapad-with hie wife -
and chlldren across the Prontlers of all of the.above
named countries,.and drrived in Buenos Mres on the”
above mentioned date, B i
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Nr; Kohnstem was definitely of the. opinion tha
¥Xrooh was working for the Germans- in Holland and not 1
the Jews, as he knows of several ocases wheve Kroch
collected huge sumg of money from Jews in Holland for.
pernite to leave the country, He stated that Xroch 'w
regorded by the other Jews ln Amsterdsm as belng =~ . -
definitely employed by the Germans, snd 1% was believed
that hewWwag not scting as a friend of the Jews, He glgo

atated that Kroch never assisted any Jewa that he knew of

unlene they pald a very dear price for suoh asgsistance,

He also slleged that the Germans did not allow any Jewg

W0 leave oocoupled territory unless they paid for the
privilege or unlegas they agreef to work for the Germans

in Americn, He polnted out that Krooh and hig children
travelad by traln from Holland through Belglum, France _
and 3pain with the full szpproval of the German authoritiesg,
and he expressed himsel? as believing that this would have
been impossible 1f Kroch had not boen working for them and .
perhaps 1f he had not agreed to work for them in the
Western Hemlaphere, ’

We wleh to poilnt cut that we have discussed vaprious
refugee’ ransom’ cases with Mr. Krooh and he:frankly sdmitbe
that he has assinted many Jbwas %o leave Axis oceupled
territory, but he contenda that thls was done in an .
effort to asslst the Jews and not to ocolleot money either
for himsell or for the Germans, We pointed out in ouy
previous despatoh -that Kroch and his family were

-Amprisoned and suffered many indignitles and herdships

at the handa of the CGermans, and his wife 1s supposed
to have dled in o concentration .comp end all of XKroch's
propervty in Germeny was conflacated, but of course this
information wae obliained from Mr, Kroch, The Embassy is
not in a posltion %o vouch for the informatlion given by
Mr, Xohnstom, but in view of Mr, Kroch'g admitted
connestion with mauy Jewigh refupesicases, snd in view
of variouvs cengorchip lntercepts indlecating hls sonneoce
tlon with refugee nases, we belleve that, at leaat f£o
the time belng, ths license applisation heretofore £il
by him, as well an all future spplicabtions Which he ma
file, should be denied, and we a0 recommend, - :

Peipectfully yours,

Originel ond hectograph %o Department
File No, 881
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