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I 
American Legution, Stockholm 
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DATED: 

NUMBER: 

October 7, 1944 

4088 
v' CONTROL COPY . 

SECTION ONE 

From the Italian Legation wo huve recoiyed under dnte 

of October 6 a note pointing out that the Swed.ish Oovernment 

was approached, following our representation, and it stnted 
/ 

that it would provide to Italian unofficial refugees who 

had no employment free lodging, but without food, plus a 

monetary stipend of 20 crowns per ~an per weeko 

It is stated by the Italtan Legation that this relief 

is not sUfficient oven to pay for the food for such refugees. 

Italians who have jobs earn per month approximately 140 

kronor hare, while those workine. in factories us laborers 

earn 70 crowns per week. Many of the refugees,arrived here 

without adequate clothing and in poor health, however~ Still 

others have not fowid jobs due to language d1ff1cult1eso 

In its note it is suggelJted by the ltalinn Legation, and it , 

was 'more strongly emphasized in oral conversation, that this 

group of Italian seamen refugees would be liable to suasion 
,/ 

by neo=Fascist Italian agents here or would autoffiatically 

be subject to Communist propaganda 11' this group is denied 

further aid. Therefore, the Italian Legat1on·asks us to con­

tinue with our British colleagues to pay, in add! tion to the 
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help which the Swedes have promised, the minimum of refucee 

relief based on one crown per man per day for the 75 refugees 
I 

here, or 2,250 crowns per month. Also, 1t 1s requested by 

the Italian LegatJ.on that the sum as previously paid jointly 

by British and U.S., namely 3000 crowns per month, be rna1n­

ta1ned in order to elve it a little leeway and to meet costs 

of further relief. (Comment by the Legation: The request 

J::ade by the Italian Legation is, by local standards, modest. 

For exumple, th~ Belgian Legation pays seven kronor per 

man, and the French Legation pays seven kronor fifty ore 

per day to all French refugees. U.S.A. internees in Sweden, 

who are highest paid of any foreign community of this type, 

are in the popular view also refugees from Germany in a sense.) 

On the third of October the British Legation wrote to 

London describing steps which had been taken by the Depart­

ment und stated that should this Legution not feel it possible 

to bring the matter to the attention of the Departrnent again, 

it might huve to request tho l"oreign Of'fice to take up the 

matter in 
1
'ashington or else authorize the British Legation 

here to curry all the sum, as it was not felt by the British 

Legation that it would be,usuful to the Allied cause if 

Stockholm had a number of tough Italian escapees who, if they 

are not given enoueh to live on, will certJainly r.o Communist 
and cause trouble. 

SECTION TWO 

Although we are fully aware of th~ motives which hnve 

determined 
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determined the decision tHken in this CEfse by the 

I submit that a problem whose nuiscmce value is condderable 

is being built u11 f'or very little rr.onotary savings. 

expenditure cannot be authorized by the Department, the War . -Refugee Board might find it possible to give to its repre~ 

sentativo here authority to defray these costs for unoff1~ 

cial Itnlian refueee relief (this section is cable 89 from 

Viar Ref'u{;ee Board 9 s representative at the Legation). 

-----Wlth respect to thu question o:f Stefani correspondents, 

it was pointed QUt in thv note from the Italian Legation that 

it would be noces!:ary to repatriate these men as quickly 

as possible if their stipends .now cease, C:lnd the Italian 

Legation begs this and the British Legation to do everything 

possible to obtoin ~eons for repatriating the three corres­

pondents concerned, continuing to poy them relief in the 

' meantime. I am prepared, for our part, to authorize the 
y 

transportation of Messrs. Arista, Bojano, and Sarti to F..ngland 

by AmericC!n plane, but no instructions as to whether they 

would be permitted. to land in England or to proceed to Italy 

hove been received by the British as yeto The Stefani corres­

pondents are clearly not fitted for remunerative employment 

in Sweden, which is already burdened with thousands of foreign 

refugees, and it is recommended bJ' me that until means can 
be found for 

be authorized at 
least to pay to Stefani men 

con-
junction with tho British. 

The Italian 



The Italian Legation goes on inn third section of its 

note to request thflt we continue to ray in round .figures 

50,000 crowns monthly originally decided upon and approved 

by Department and il'oreign OfJ'ice in London, if it is at all 

possible to do so~ It is }JOinted out by the Italian Lega­

tion that salary and other payments totaling over 68,000 

crowns per month have been authorized by its own ~oreign 

Office ~t•.t t'-;:,.t the ~oreign_ Of:·ice at Rome has stated in 

instruction Noo 37 9 dated the twentyufifth of September;· 

that the Allied .Control Comn:1ssion had demanded that the 

Stockholm Royal Legution 1 s expenses be con.fined to the sum of 

50 crowns. The statement is construed by th~ Italian Legation 
/ 

here as beini:: a nei;.:, tive approval ·by Control Cornm1ss1on of 

continued payment a: this sum. 

It is felt by us that for a very 11 ttle savj ne in money 

we are developinc a Sl"nll hornet's nest which may have un­

favorable repercussions ar,ainst cause or the Allied Nations, 

es~ecially since thd It:.lians are increasinr,ly being accepted 

by us in other 'fields as bonu fide co-belligerents against 

the Axis. We should appreciate reconsideration of this proe~ 

lem by the War Ref'ugee Board and the Departmento 
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BOK; J. W. Peblt 

\ 
On October 11, 1944, the 1>t;•J1men.\ ot Sta•• tl'Mliil.U'-' 

•o th• Joar4 hlegaa lfo. 4088, . dattd Ootolttt 7, troa Hbl#hr ~-... 
at-~tookhola dtallieg !J,tll the prtb1e~ 1t . tu)lJ)J.vlng :rell.t to UaU• 
eeaatfa l'lf'ugte1 In St•aldWlll Pd Of llP•••l•Hass Ofl'tal• It.is. • .,,. 
G01'1'tl.P0114ent1 ao" la Sw4ta. 

Alt the Jtar41e cono•ra wltb th• ,,.1,..,. ot ·:re,...•1 •• 
ruautNJ. GG1Ultr1•1 arltH only Yh•n. n beaitt a dll"•Ot r11aU•lld.p -- . 
te the adml11ton of Arther n:ru,.•e, I dct •ti ll•U..,. that- t~ ::~.:~ · · · 
pnblq pt-••••94 bT M:laiahr JeJtia••• S• oat will• Ml b~ J>~~[' · .. 
halt with )7 the Boart. i am au.re tlaat •~• Dt"1t••t · •t ·st••• · · vtll take all •PPl'Opl"lato .. _...., 

(Inftf~l~1l J. W. P. 
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Dear John: 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

October 17, 1944 

ThaILk you for your memorandum of October 16 

on th2 subject of relief for Italian seamen 

refugees in EtocYJiolm and of repatriating certain 

l talian news correspondents nov, in Sweden. I 

appreciate your promptness in letting me have the 

Board's views an:l I shall immediately call th13rn 

to the attention of the proper officials in the 

Department. 

'.'iith best riishes, 

Sincerely, yours, 

Mr. John Pehle, 
i·:ar Refugee BoE.rd, 

Executive Office of the President, 
i'Tashington 25, D. C. 
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