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SECTION ONE

From the %talian Legation we have received under date
of October 6 a note pointing out that the Swedish uovernment ,
was approached, following our representation, and 1t stated
that it would provide to Igglian unofficial refugees who
had no employment free lodging, but without food, plus a
monetary stipend of 20 crowns per ma; ber week,

It 1s stated by the Italian ﬁagation that thisrrelief,
is not sufficient even to pay for the food for such refugees,
Italians who have Jobs earn per month approximately 140
kronor here, while those working in factories as laborers
earn 70 crowns per week, Many of the refugees_arrived here
without adequate clothing and in poor health, however, Ftill
others have not found Jobs due to language dlfficultias°
In its note it 1is suggested by the dtalian Legation, and 1t
was more strongly emphasized in oral couversation, that this
group of ltullan seamen refugees would be liable to suasion
by neOaPascist Italian agents here or would autonatically
be subject to Communist bropaganda 1f this group 1s denied
further aid. Therefore » the Italian Legation ‘asks us to con-
tinue with our British colleagues to pay, in addition to the
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help which the Swedes have promlsed, the minimum of refugee

relief based on one crown per man per dny for the 7) refugeea 2

here, or 2 y250 crowns per month, Also, 1t 1s requested by

the Italian Legation that the sum as previously paid jointly

by British and U. S., namely 3000 erowns per month, be main-

tained in order to give it a 1ittle leeway and to meet costs

of further relief. (Comment by the Legation: The request

rade by the Italilan Legation is,'by local standards, modest.

For exzmple, the Belpgian Legation pays seven kronor per

ﬁan, and  the French Legation pays seven kronor fifty ore

per day to all French refugees. U.S.A. internees in Sweden,

who are highest paid of any foreign community of this type,

are in the popular view also refugees from Germany in a sense, ).
On the third of October the British Legation wrote to

London describing steps which had been taken by the Depart-

ment and stated that should this Legution not feel it possible . *:**/;i *
to bring the

matter to the attention of the Department again,
1t might huve to request the ¥oreign Ofrice to take up the
matter 1n "ashington or else authorize the British Legation
here to oarry all the sum, as it was not felt by the British
Legatlon that it would be,uscful to the Allied cause il
Stockholm had a number of toughrltalian escapees who, if they

are not given enough to live on, will cerdainly go Communist
and cause trouble.

SECTION Two

Although we are fully

awvare of thz motives which hhve

determined
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determined the declsion tuken in this- cuse by the Department

I submit that a problem whose nuisance value 1is considerable :

is being built up for very little monetary savings, = If such

expenditure cannot be authorized by the. Department .the War ;fr

e,

Refugee Board might fing- it possible to give to its repre-~

;;;E;;;;;‘;ére authority to defray these costs for unoffi-

clal Ttalian refugee relief (this section i1s cable 89 from

War Hefugee Board’s repreuentative at the Legation).
‘\_ﬁwith respect to the question of Stefani correspondents,'

-1t was pointed out in the note from the Italian Legation that

it would be necessary to repatriate these men as quickly

as possible if their stipends now cease, and the Itallan ,

Legation begs this and the British Legation to do everything

possible to obtain r.eans for repatriating the three corress

pondents concerned, continuing to pay them relief in the

_ meantime. I am prepared, for our part, “to authorize the '?i{'éi jtrf

transportation of lessrs., Arista Boaano, and Sarti to England

by American plane, but no instructions as to whether they
would be permitted to land in England or to proceed to Italy
have been received by the British ag Yet., The Stefani corres-
ipondents are clearly not fitted for remunerative employment

in Sweden, which is already burdened with thousands of foreign
refugees, and it ig recommended by me that untii means can

be found for their speedy repdtriation, we be authorized at ) :
least to bay to Stefani men a ;gg;é:;gg;gsllowance in con-~ 1

Junction with the British. - ' , |

The Italian
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The Italian Legation goes on in . a third sectibn56f'1ﬁgf

note to request that we continue to ray-in round figures

50,000 crowns monthly originally decided upon and approved “xf :
by Department and Foreign Off'ice in London, if it is at all'
possible to do so. It is pointed out by the Italian lLega-

tlon that salary and other payments totaling over 68,000
crowns per month have been authorized by its own Poreign ’ | '27157 o
0ffice “ut th.t the Poreign 0f:ice at Rome has stated in - R 1'}if€
i,nstructionANo° 37, dated the twenty-fifth of Septembéri’ .

th&; the Allied Control Commission had demanded that the - Y . ?1

Stockholm Royal Legétion's expenses be confinedxﬁoithe sum of - 7

50 crowns. The statement is construed by the-Italian Legation

here as being a negutive approval by éontrol Commission of

continued payment o: this sum. , E 7” 7 '7>
It 1s felt by us that for a very little saving in.money

Wwe are developing a small hornet's nest which may have un- o

favorable repercussions against cause of the Alliled Nations,

especially since the It:1ians are increasingly‘being accepted
by us in other fields as bona fide co=belligerents agalnst
the Axls. We should appreclate reconsideration of this prob- /, . . B s

il :
lew by the War Refugee Board and the Department, B z

JOHNSON

10/1.0/44
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On October 11, 1944, the Departnent of State Sranuaitse
to the Board telegrsm No. 4088, daved Ogtober 7y from Minister 'J)bhm
at~Stoskholn dealing with the prediem of fopplying relief to Italien
seandén refugees in Stockheim and of Tepateiating cortain Italien nevs
corrsspondants nov in Sweden. - ‘ s .

As the Baard's concem with the velfare of Tefugees 1n
neutral countriss arises only when it hears a divect relationship
te the adnissten of further refugess, I do wet heldeve that: the .

problen presented by Minister Jehawen iy one which aay be prepe

dealt vith by the Board. I an sure that the Department of Stk :
vill take all apprepriste sctien. ' e .
{In1tialeq) 7, w. P,
I stah  10-14-4d
Shesser:tah 1 ofs Z ol
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 17, 1944

i - ; - . b

Dear John: s e A o P
Thank you for your memorandum of October 16 } -

on the subject of relief for Itulisn seamen

refugees in Stockholm and of repatriating certaiﬂ

Italian news correspondents now in Sweden. I

appreciate your promptness in letting me have the

Board's views and T shall immediately call themn

to the attention of the proper officials in the
Department.
Wiith best wishes,

Sincerelx,yours;

e

T i
(/ //"ff /%C‘ﬁ/
f

Mr. John Pehle, .
War Refugee Board,

Executive 0ffice of the Pregident,

fashington 25, D. C.
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