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NOV 1 "; 19'/4 

Dear Dr. Woltmann• 

Mr. Ira Hirsohmann, until recently the Speoial 

Representative of the War Refugee Board in .Ankara, baa referred 

to me your letter of October 10, 1944, ooncerning the plight 

of a group of Jewish rafu<ees in Partisan-controlled Yugoslavia. 

The situation of these refugees is known to the 

Board's representatives and to various private organi-zations, 
( 

and I am informed that private agencies are now endeavo1·ing 

to extend emergency aid to them. 

Please be 1Hisured that ~.he Board will do everything 

in Hs power to facilitate measures for the protection and 

relief of theso people. 

Dr. Meir Weltmann, 
Representation of Yugoslav Jews, 
33 Lilienblum Street, 
Tel-Aviv, Palestine. 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehle 
Executive Director 

• 
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(01?'1 EBTowler4inp 11/18/44 

~. ' ' -. 



OFFICE Of 

I. A. HIRSCHMANN 

November 7, 1944. 

To: Mr. John w. Pehle 

The enclosed letter was 
transmitted to me from Ankara, 
which I assume you will wish 
to acknowledge. 

iah/em 
encl. 

I. A. r;(rschmann 
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HITAHDUT OLEI JUGOSLAVIJ/,\ I il'J'JOJ.H' ''JJ)J ;/ll1liNJ1fu~ < ,; ' \!<'i , 
TEL-AVIV_/ 33, LILLi;cl',lllJ:UNf'sr. /,PHONE 2576 ·f19'Hl I 33a1~:::Iv~;'J.::i11111::i·.J~··~lf~ :··,<·~ i'. ····> 
R~PRESENTATION OF YUGOSLAV JEWS i1•:I"1O1 ll '·. ,•, lil • nJ J • ~\ '.: . <. )}' 
JERUSALEM J f RAM BAN STREET J PHONE 5541 5 541 .0 (l!l°)D /$"oil , • JD1 Jtn1 /· D·;')w ,., ~.··: . .' 

TEL-AVIV,_ .10tl1 01Jt, l944 --~JN"Jn 
JERUSALEM, .D'1Wl1' 

"lif°"I'.., .... _._ . !Iirs choann, 

I "'~drP.SS !".y.:-;,,,lf to you us President Roosevelt' a re;;iresentati ve 
:i.pr thP r~scu<:> of \,o.r r"lfUt;eF>.::J ~'nil bPt; to appe>,al to ;>tou. ln tho name ,of 
'..'ugo;:;lr:v ;:,.wry i·;!1l 8:1, ')U tnr· .:i:"'.y !JI' thP G0r::uan invasion,nunbPred about 
30,000 o..~Jc;ls. 

Pr·r.Qa~is 3,00(' to l0,000 of u::: c<Tp al.iYe today: Some 2,000, or 
r.:.o:co, •

0

i·
0 fit;htir.0 \v.~th the P2rtLnn:::J, \'re estimate the numbPr of 

J,,,v~sn offi'.!~rs and ".len ia tl1e Y'LA.bosL<Y .\:rmy, who ure ;_JrisonArs of 
""'c.;.r in Gn1•;:.:.111y, to be a ::ew h·;.rnC.reJ. In concentration camps in Yugo­
sl:.:v iu th·"I'e ;29.Y be ~:.other t:10i..;sanu 01· r;1orP.

1 
e.nd in Palestine, the 

·:.:::.~ .. ,Italy, ;func:.iry und S\·:lt2e1·land Svi:ll" ;>,ooo to 4,000, That is 
dl. 

1, 200 )PI'bOns, elJerl~· r;;en awl wr.:,r;:3n '.·ith children are in Yugo-o 
sl:::.viu )roper, 3L.Ved by the Partisans. :'.i1ey c.t:::'e living in the 
li'uer:::.tP::1 :.i:::ea, rou.nJ thP. little tO\,ns cf Topusko and Gline., without 
food, clot nine?; or shoes, \;ithol..t :.iet:lici.'1e, 01.iong .;Jeople who even in · 
)eac"' ti;:;p hi.ld. not too :;;uci1 to \,ear 01· ee.t, and wh0 during · . .;71· time 
ha·1.-. n0t l'P."21.'linP.d i:liillillP. :'ro •. : iw;iorted anti-serJ.itisrJ.. The :Partis3ns. 
c..:-p :)l·otectinf; thP.r;. c!llJ. lmve 8.greed to send ther;;., since the De..lnotian· · 
;;c;rts d'P. still in GPrrn.an he;nJ.s, by c.ir to Italy. He have received 
lettP.2s •:..n~ ::er;_uAsts I'or :lelp. ':.'11<>:Y arA free, but starving ,in the 
r:iount'.lina and f.JrP.sts of Yusoslnvia. It is unlikely that this part 
o:2 Yugoslavia Hill be libPr&tP.C. before winter sets in and our refugees 
tllP:::'e, t~ 19.st l'.~rc.nwits 0f 3 J.-.wish community, can be saved from 
com.t)lf-·te e.nn!bhilatioh. In nddition they ar~ in daily danger of the 
G~rr.1ans e.nd Cr0at Ustacl1is. --

Their situation is not itlp.;-.ticul v<itlJ. that of the oth<"'r non-Jews 
ther"". These are not in da.i1e.;er of b,.., ing killpd by Gp,rr.J.ans or· 'Us ta chis· 
and, they hav.-. some food in th.-.ir homes L.nd fields, even if it i3. not 
too rauch, They, too, :..i.re suffering, but .the situation of the Jews is 
inco.mparably v;orse. But thpy can be saved. 

'I'he Allies supplt these ere as by air, and by the s e.me neans the 
re±'ugees ·can bP. transported to ltc.ly. In tlle same way these 1, 200 
Jpws can be supplied with food, cl0thing and medicine. 

I 

I iLlplore you, Mr. Hirschllcnn, to do your best to rescue these· 
J?eoplA who can be saved. 

I.Hirschmann, Bsq., 
Yours very respectfully, 

I !1 :./}11 , .---rl,t~ 
Dr .Meir Weltnann 


