


Dear Mr. Ballay:

1944.

Plense be assured that the War Refugee Board is doing,
and =ill continue to do, everything within its pover to orotect
the lives of victims of Nezi persecution in Humgary and elsevhere.
The Boerd campot, however, for practicel ressons, undertske the

SEP1

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Auguet 1,

rescus or speciel protection of specific individuals.

With
a8 an American
Katurzlizstion
P,, & 2etition

Hr, Joseoh Balley.
15 9i111am Street,
fer York 6, N, Y.

Znclosure.

8w

W
MSargoy:dh 8/30/44

respect to your mother, however, ! suggest that
citizen you nromptly file with the Immigration and
Service of the Department of Justice et Philadelphia,
to sstablish her status as & person entitled to a
first-preference quota immigration viea t0 the Uniied Stntesc ae the -
mother of a citicen of the United States who ie 21 years of age or.
over, It is suggmsted thet vhen you file the petition you advise

the Immigration mnd Naturalisation Service_thet you ars doing =0 at
the suggestion of the War Hefugee Board.

Kncloged you will find a
ovroper form of such petition. )

Very truly yours,

{81aned) 3. §. Pehle

J. ®, Pehle

Executive Director.

e




X,

. - 3189

LAY & CO.
:,!:.‘;i\““w 15 WILLIAM STREET
iW YORK 5, N. Y. . TEL: HANOVER 2-8366

_ August 1, 1944.
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‘Mr. John ¥. Pehle, Executive Director 7 - Fillnglvtﬁ‘owﬂy
War Refugee Board : . - - To: Filsg
Wasaington, D.C. AnS, ..

) Ang: R

Lear mr, Pehle: Ve, Anzi oy

Several friends, including my cousin Mr.John Biro, who rect C
privilege of being in touch with you and kr.Laurence Lesser told me how
deeply they were impressed with the magnificent work being done by the -
Board and encouraged me Uto apply to you. Though realizing thalt the main
objectives are broad I venture to inquire wnetner assistance in cases )
sucn as outlined below might be considered.

I um an American citizen of 18 years' standing. My mother, my .only brother
and his wife, citizens of Hungary since the Munich pact but previously .
Czechoslovaks, were granted immigration visas to the U.S.A. in 1939 by

the American Consul in Budapest. Of the three only amy brother. George Bal-
lay, now 54, agriculturist, was able to use the visa, landing here on Au-
gust 28, 1339, from tne Normandie. Owing to temporary illness my aged
mother stayed behind with my sister-in-law and were to follow later. How-
ever the outbresk of the war in Europe a few days after his landing here
caused my brother to hurry back to his family in tne hope of returning

here witn tnem. But as traveling became more and more difficult and cost- |
ly, tone Germans and Italians denying transit to sea ports etc. they were
unable to leave and tne U.S. visgs in the women's passports lapsed. My
brother had obtained a U.S., Ke-entry permit before sailing from New York;
an extension valid till March 11, 1942, was sent from Washington to the
American Consul in Budapest on October 15, 1941, -

iy respectful inguiry now is wnetner tne two visas and the one re-entry
e ilable at_a U,S, Consulate in

permit mignt be.revalidated and made availab. > 1ix
ry, for it is believed that those

Switzerland, or some other neutral cour

Tregarded a5 "non-Aryans® on subnittifig Fo the Hungarian authorities evi- \

dence of admission to the U.S.A. will be allowed to leave instead of be- i
ing interned, deported and killed, and that their transit even through
German territory would be facilitated.
1
i

According to a recently received message my mother, my brother a “ﬁﬁg
_Wife were still alive as Late as last January on their small farm in
northwest Hungary which until November 1938 ‘was part of Gzechoslovakia.
If they have not been killed since it wight be possible to save their
lives and likewise those of others in a similar situation.

May 1 add that, same as in 1939 when the visas were issued on my affi-
davits, I am today in a position to support my relatives, being single
with an annual income of about $5000., and net assets of over $40.000,
more of half of which is in U.S.War Bonds. I algo beg to snclose copy
of a letter from the 0.W.I. in reply to my volunteering last October to
go overseas to broadcast in French, Dutch, German and Hungarian.

Expressing my deepest thanks in advance for your esteened reply, I anm,

C;;}? truly %ours'
Joseph Ballayv




ew fork City

Jctober 50, 194Z

Wl e J0o=ph Ballay
Hotel ¥ynchzam

4¢ fiest 58tn Street
New Yori, N.Y.

Tear Wre. Ballay:

sn Lo tnunk you personally for taking the trouble to

I wi

come and see us about overseas duty. I regret to say thnat
lute ceveiopments in tne Loncon zituation leave no opening
for your services in tnat area,.

dowever, 1 nave returned your papers to wmr. kuml, through
#r. fihite, ana pernaps an ogening wmay occur in one of our

other outposts.
my sincere apsreciation of your patriotic wil-
serve.

Sincerely

signec. Brewster sorgan ' .
Chief, Broadcasting - :
) Furopean Theatre of
Qperations, London.
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