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' Dear Mr. Enriicht

Refarence is made to your letter of February 6,
1944, and ite enclosurs, 6n behalf of a friend whose fanuy
18 at present in Rome, [taly, )

I think that you will understand that the task of
the Board ie 80 great that, of neesssity, it will have $o
eonfine itself to projects involving the rolief or rescue
of groups of persons, and that 1t cannot deal with problems
limited to secking out and yesscuing any speeific individuels,
I suggest that you communicate with the Hebrew Sheltering
and Immigrant Ald Soctety, 435 Lafayette Street, New York 3,
Hew York, or the American Friende Service Committee, 20 South, -~
12t¢h Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, "I am adviced that
thess organigations may be in a position- to Ye- of help in
cases such ae yours.

Very truly yours,

{84egned}) J. W. 'Da';a‘lmi

J. W, Pehle -
Aoting Executive Diractor
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" Mr, L, Ehrlioh,
206 Yest E2nd Strest,
NHew York 19, Hew York,
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ROOSEVELT SETS UP
'WARREFUGEEBOARD

Hull, Morgenthau and Stimson
Are Directed to-Aid Rescue’
of Victims of Axis Rule

FOR ‘IMMEDIATE’ ACTION

President Urges Forestalling
Nazi Plan “to Exterminate All
- Jews and Other Minorities’

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22 UP—
President Rosevelt set up a War
Refugee Board-tonight “to take ac-
tion for the immediate rescue from
the Nazis of as many as possible
of the persecuted minorities of BEu-
rope—racial, religious or political.”

The board will be composed of
Secretary Hull, Secretary Morgen-
thau and Secretary Stimson.

The Executive Order established
this as the policy of our Govern-
ment:

“To take all measures within its
power to rescue the victims of en-

emy oppression who are in immi-
nent danger of death and otherwise
to afford such victims &ll. possible
relief and assistance consisten with
the successful prosecution of the
war.” :
Mr. Roosevelt made the board
responsible to him for seeing that
this policy is carried out. He in-
structed it to develop plans for the
rescue, transportation, mainte-
nance and relief of the victims of
enemy oppression, and the estab-

lishment of havens of temporary|-

refuge for such victims.
Cooperating Agencies

Set up directly under the Execu-
tive office of theé President, the
new organization was dirécted to
cooperate directly with the Inter<
governmental Committee. on Refu-
gees, the United Nations Relief
and Rehabilitation Administration
and other interested inrernational
organizations, including all present
or future organizations -concerned
with problems “of refugee rescue,
mainterance, transportation, relief,’
rehabilitation and resettiement.””

A White: House statement ac-
companying the Executive Order
said:

“The President stated that he ex-
pected to obtain the cooperation
of all members of the United Na-
tions -and other foreign -govern-
ments in carrying out-this difficult
but important task. He  stated
that the existing facilities ‘'of the
State, Treasury “and War
ments would be employe

possible.

= - - %
that action .be taken at onc

.contributions to-the board, as v

forestall- the plan of: the’ Nazis tp\
exterminate all the Jews and other;
pgrsecutgd'miﬂorlties in-Burope.”
Envoy Status:for Attachés - !
A’ full-time- executive dxrectorlif
will be appoifnted by the board to, -
carry on its work, and the State~
Department - will appoint special
attachés with diplomatic status to
work ‘overseas where they may ai
refugees.
State Department offlclals -dez,
clined to give.any ‘estiniate ‘of ‘the
numbers of persecuted: persons ir
whose: interests: the niew ‘organiz
tion will' work. ‘Many _thousand;

‘however, are known to be in-vari< . ‘

ous’concentration camps- through
out Europe. .

-‘One ~ argument agamst unde
taking direct action in their beha
in the-past has heen that German
mighit be able to smuggle out-spies:
and saboteurs along. with the bona,
fide refugees liberated through n
gotiation. The President's-instria
tion' ‘that- “havens’'of. temporary:
refugé”- be- established for refugees;
was-taken to mearn,; however, that:
they would go:to areas where N
agents’ would' e’ of llttle value 1
the enemy. .

Negotiations for, he- release
refugees in -areas” yet to: be
erated ‘presumably woiild be. col
ducted-through the Swiss" or. ot
neutral governments,

can.'be supplied through ~private

as with public:funds, probably wik
be | handled through the Intem




