


Dear Miss Tub¥1 

Reference 1s llllde to ~ le).ter of MQ¥ 22, 194.5, c:ion
oern1ng Mr. Peter Matb1Js Smedte. 

Tbe American Red Cross bas written to us requestiiig 
additional inforim.tion about Mr. Smedts. It will be 
appreciated 1f you can give ue the following_datal 

Race 
Citizenship if other than Dlltch 
Last known civilian address in Holland 
Addrel!IB of Mrs. Peter~ Slnedts 
Namtlland addreBBes of persons otheJ' than 
Mies Nijst wbo might supply infol'llllltion 
concerning Mr. Smedta. 

I 
Miss Kathleen hey, 
31 li&st 12th Street, 
New York J, New York. 

r. .-
(Ji) ~RBHI 6[1/4.5 

Very truly yours 

Florence Hodel. . 
Acting ExeouUve Director 

'--1 



+ 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTER_& 

WASHINGTON 13; D. C. 

May 22, 1945 

Executive Office of The President 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodel 
Asst. Executive Director 

Gentlemen: 

RE: SMEDTS, Peter Mathijs 
Dutch National 

This is to aclmowledge your letter of May 4, 1945 concern
ing the above named. 

I 
In order to forward the inquiry to the International Committee 

of the Red Cross, it wi 11 be n~cessary for us to have more complete 
information regarding Wir. Smedts. We will be happy to forward the 
inquiry on receipt of the following information: 

PERSON INQ; IRED FOR: INQUIRER: 

- .J 

" 

) 

J Born of (Father 1 s name 
(Mother's maiden name) 

Name , 

'Race 
Religion 

!Citizenship,) c:z(,~ 

Marital Status 
vLast known address in Holland ) 

(Civilian 

./ Addre SS I<' 
Relationship to person sought/!·-' 

/Names and addresses of personsfl' 
who might supply information 

We shall attend to the matter at once on receipt of y~~ 
reply. 

he 

Very tJ:>u ly yours, 

~~.SAi.~ ~Cf,,,,~~, 
(Miss) Lucille McGratiJ 
Home Service Correspondent 
Inquiry Unit 



Dear Miss Fab,yz 

Reference is made to my letter of May 22, 1945, 
concerning Mr. Peter Mathijs Smedts. 

The American Red Cross has written to us requeatlng
additional 1nforrration about Mr. Smedts. It will be ap
preciated if' you can inform us of his race and last !mown 
civilian address in Holland. 

Mies Kathleen Faey, 
Jl F.e.st 12th Street, 
New York J, New York. 

_ ~ RBHutchison: 5/J0/45 

Very truly yours, 

Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

:-/i£,f K&-t!1leen Far:~/. 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATI!: UBI! TO AVOID 

PAYMENT.OP-POSTAGI:, •aoo 



-

Dear Miss Fahy: 

Since my letter of May 4, 1945, concerning Mr. Peter 
l/athijs Smedts, we have been informed by the Apostolic Delegate 
in Washington that communications between the Vatican and Germany 
have been interrupted for some time and that it is not known when 
they ~111 be reestablished. 

You Will be further informed as soon as a reply has 
been received to the inquiry which was directed through the Red 
Cross. 

Mias Kathleen Fahy, 
Jl East 12th Street, 
New York J, riew ~ ork, 

Very truly yours, 

{ j i "' ,. 

Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 

w EBT:inp 5/19/~ 



,~ , .. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

NO X-
THIS NO. SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER 

. 3339 MASSACHUSE'ITS AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

I ~-·_:~r~ t'J PC 'l10'·•ledf:·e your :!_'?~ter Of ~f.eJr 4th, 
c:-:"::-~~r:in::_- ~r~ ::_r:~~:Jir~' :ho:..it F~ter i~..gthijs Smedts. 

I r~ _rnt t~~: t~e c0:~;~u~icr~iO~F bet1~een v~ticen City 
,~;;_t~ 'J~r-:~r_iy ~:EVP '.J9pn in:errU"'.')teJ for_some h 1eek.s,_ rnC it is 
r0: -Cle· ~i'~le tCJ :'."C!retell 1··hen tr: ey 1"ill be re-eeteblished, I 
~~:~k ~~~t ~~ ~~y ~~ ~rRcticrl to 1•1ait for so~e ~'Peks until 
no~.,;::?l r:;0~---c:l CJ.·;· .. till.!l.i'.-::tions wit! Eurorye '1'ill W ve been re
<>eotr'::lic'·0rl Pnc t:1er, to eeek hLn. rt his lEst known address in 



\. 

':t - 1945 

l>'Y dear Jll.ss Shotten1 

It is reapeotfully requested that a welfare and 
whereabouts inquiry-be foruarded through means at your 
diapoBal on bebalf of Peter llathije Smedta, a Dutoh national. 
He was born MS¥ 26, 1913, in Limberg Province, Holland, in 
or near the village of Amerika. He was a journalist by 
profession and was deported to Germeny in the winter of 1943-
44 aa a political prisoner. He ha8 previoual.y been jailed 
iri Holland by the Germllns an<l was last reported in 1944 in 
a labor Oll.llip in Coburg. 

It will be appreciated Jf you will forward this 
inquiry to the International Red 1;rosa and regard the 
War Refugee Board as the inquirer. 

I 
Mise Margaret Shotten, 
Chief, Inquiry Unit, 
American National Red Crose, 
Washington, D. c. 

PJMcCormack: inp 5/4/45 

Very truly yours, 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive•Direotor 

. - .1-~,. 

\-, ·.1\-----



MAi' 4- 1945 

llY dear };.egr. !lcShae: 

It will be appreciated if you will direct a welfare 
and whereabouts inquiry through means at your disposal. on 
behalf of Peter llnthija ~medts, a Dutch national. He was 
born May 26, 1913, :Ln Limberg Province, Holland, in or near 
the village of A.lllerika. He was a journalist by profession 
and was deported to Germany in the winter of 1943-44 as a 
political prisoner. He had previously been jailed 1fi Holland 
by the Germans and was last reported in 1944 in a labor camp 
in Coburg. 

It will be appreciated if you will regard the 
War Refugee Board as the inquirer.-

I 

Very tru~ yours, 

(Signed) Florence Hodel 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Direotor 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph llcflhae, 
Apostolic Delegation, 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. 

/'\ ./ 
~ PJMtlCormack:inp 5/4/45 



MW 4. 

Dear ~.i:!.ss Fahy 1 

Gt;neral O'lh'Yer has asked me to advise you 
that in:iuiries concerning the where~boute aJld weli'are 
of Peter Mathijl!I Smedts have been directed to the 
Vatioe.n lJ~saage Service nnd to the I11tarnatio:na.l Com
mittee of th~ Red Cross. 

Both oi' these channels are understood to 
have produced reiasonably good result.a in certain areas, 
and as soon as a report has been i·eceivod from either 
source, it will bl!' forNarded to you. 

Miaa Kathleen Fahy 
Jl Eaat 12th Street 
New York J, New York 

(Signed) 11orenoa Hodel 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Director 

J;,../;I/ 
JOf.2A EBTowler 5/4/45 




