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Dear Hr, Gerson:

Sinee we wrote to you on May 22, 1945, in reply to
your letter of May 16 concerning your desire to locate your
parents, we have received copies of your correspondence with
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, from which it
appears that your parents are Dutch nationals,

That being the case, I suggest that you may wish
to write to the Netherlands Embassy in Washington, explaining
that you desire to communicate with and assist your parents
and requesting that you be informed at the appropriate time
of any steps you may be able to take to that end,

Very truly yours,

Willien O'Dwyer
Executive Director

#r. Fred Gerson,

Akron Hardware Company,
36-16-18 Thirty-Third Etreet,
Long Island City 1, New York.
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Mr. Fred Gerson j{ N
Akron Hardware Compamy j N
36-16-18 Thirty-Third Streset # '\{
Loung lsland City 1, New York ;! }

Dear Mr. Gerson:

The Immigration and Neturalizagion Service has referred your
letter of May 7, 1945, to this offfce, in which you express your
anxiety concerning the welfare and whereabouts of your parents, )
Gustav and Berte Simon Gerson, whom you understand to have recently
been liberated by Allied militayy forces in Germany. .

As you are no doubt awar ’] considerable time is expected to
elapse before the Allied authgrities, both military and eivil, will
be able to complete the immegse task of obtaining and compiling
information on each of the miliions of displaced persons in Germany
and areas formerly occupled/by Germany. It is not now feasible to.
transmit either messages of relief shipments to them. However, you
may be assured that the AYlied authorities are fully cognizant of
the anxiety felt by relat;,ives and friends regarding such persons,
‘and that all possible stfps are being taken to provide the aid and
care so urgently neededjfat this time.

In the meantime, fince you state that your parents are Dutch
nationals, it is suggﬁted that you communicate with the Netherlands
Embassy in Washingtorn, explaining that you desire to communicate .
with and assist them/and reguesting that you be informed at the ap— ¥R~
propriate time of agy steps you may be able to take to that effect. :

K

Jery truly yours,

William O'Dwyexr
/ Executive Director
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Dear ¥r. Gerson:

of May 16, 1945, requesting the

I have your letter ,
ting your parents.

asslstance of the War Refugee Board ln loca

1 am sorry that the Board cannot undertake to handle
s concerning speciflc individuals. I suggest, however,
that you may wish to ask your looal Red Cross Chapter to help
you to send a meesage of inquiry through the International Red
Cross in an effort %o learn the whereabouts of your parants.

inquirie

For your information, the prineclpal aim of the
Board's special vlsa program wWas to afford close relatives of
citizens or resident aliens of the Unlted S8tates likely %o De
victims of enemy persecution such proteotion as mlght be
afforded by the Enowledge of German authoritlea that American
consuls were authorized %o igsue United Btates tmmigration
vises to them and that they were eligible for axohange. The
capitulation of the German armies and the resultant dis-
appearance of enemy control in European areas have removed
the need for the proteetion which this program sought to
obtain for detainees in the hands of the Germans. In the
future, these cases should be hendled under the regular im-

migration procedure.
Very truly yours,

Florence Hodel
Acting Executive Director

Mr. Fred Gerson

Akron Hardware 6ompany,
a6-b2  37th Street,
Long Island City 1, N. X.
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U..S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE. -
FRANKLIN TRUST BUILDING ’
PHILADELFPHIA, PA.

May 15, 1945 ~ PVI;EASEVADDRESS REPLY TO

AND HEFER TO THIS FILE No.

V-313289
Fred Gerson

V/P&FXU

Brig. Gen. Viliiam G'Dwyer
Executive oirector

Yar idefugee Board
Washington 25, D. C,

My dear General O'Dwyer:

Further reference is made to a communication
of this Service addressed to the Var Kefugee Board
on October 25, 1944, in connection with a petition
for issuance of immigration visas executed by
Nr. Fred Geféon, 92-05 Whitney avenue, Elmhurst, o
New York, in behalf of his parents Gustav and Berta
Simon Gerson, which was approved and forwarded to
the Department of State, Washington, D. C. on
October 26, 194kL.

Attached is copy of petitioner's letter of
May 7, 1945, requesting assistance in locating his
parents, whose last known address was Deltastraat 15,
Amsterdam Zuid, Holland., 4 copy of reply by this
office is also attached, which is self-explanatory.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph Savoretti
Assistant Commissioner

Enclosures
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day 15, 1945 o yeq13289
- ' - Fred Gerson
V/PRPRU-

" prig. Gen. Liiliss Otuwyer
Executivc Director
%ar aeiugee Board
Hashington 25, Do Ce

Iy deur Generak O'uwyer:

Further reference is nade bo a communication
of this Service addressed to the War Refugee Board
on Uctober 25, 1944, in connection with a petition
for issumnce ol immigration visas executed by
¥r, Fred Gerson, %205 Whitney-Avenue, Elmhurat,
New York, in behalf of his parents Gustav and Berta
8imon Gerson, which was approved and Lorwarded to
the Department of State, wasnincton, D. C. on .
October 20, 194k, ) .

Atbached is copy of petitioner's lettor of . !
May 7, 1945 ruquesting asslstance in locating hia
parents, whose last gnown address was Deltastrasb 15,
Amsterdam Zuid, Hollsnd. A copy of reply by thls -,
office is slso atiached, which la self-explandtory.: : .

gincerely yours,

- Joseph Savora}ti
Assistant Commlasioner

Enclosures




AKKON HAKDARE COMrANY -
36-16-18 Thirth-Third Street N
Long +sland City, N.Y.

May 7, 1945

special Assistant to
Attorney General in Charge
Immizration and iaturalizayion oervice
Fhiladelphia 2, renna.
File No., V=313489
Fred Gerson
V/P&r AU

Gentlemen:

heference is made to the above-mentioned file number
concerning the writer's parents.

You advised under date of.uctober 25, 1944 that the
petition was approved for them to come to the United States as
soon as they could present themselves at an american consulate.
As you know, the former residence of the writer's parents,
Gustav Gerson and Berta Simon Gerson was Deltastraat 15,
amsterdam zuld, Holland.

v 3ince Holland is now liberated, 1 wonder whether the
"Department of Justice has any means whatsoever in assisting
me to locate my parents. )

Your early attention will be greatly appreciaﬁ%d.
hespectfully yours,
Aksgd) rred Gerson

Fred Gerson
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) _ May 15, 1945 o V-313289
= ‘ ' 7 ' o Fred Gerson
P ;

V/P&FXY

Mr, Fred Gerson -

Akron Hardware Company . ) .
36-16=18 Thirty-Third Stroet - ) o
Long Island City 1, New York ] coT

My dear Mr. Gerson:

deference is made to your .etter of May 7y 1945,
concerning the whereabouts of your ;arents Gustav and
Berta Simon Gerson, last snown to have resided at
Deltastraat 15, Amsterdam Zuid, Holland, in connection
with your petition for issuance of immigration visas
in their behalf, which was approved and forwsrded to
the Department of State and a Gopy of the letter of
transmittal dated Octocber 25, 1944 forwarded to the
War Refugee Board, Washington, D. C, '

This 3ervice has no facilitles to assist in locating
your parenta. It can only be suggested that you cominuni~
cate with Brigadier General William O'Dwyer, Executive
Director, War Hefugee Board, Washington, D. C. for further
information, or with the American Red Cross,

It is assumed that you have exeouted snd filed with -
the Department of State Forme BC, required under existing
regulations. If not, these forms may be obtained by
writing to the Visa Division, Department of State,
Washington, D. C. '

A cppy of this letter is being Worwarded to the War
refugee Board, Vashington, D. C., together with a copy
of your letter under acknomledgusnt

Sincerely yours,

Joseph Savoretti
Agsistant Commigsiorier




