


Dear tAr •. Gerson 1 

Since we wrote to you on May 22, 1945, in reply to 
your letter of Ma; 16 concerning your desire to locate your 
parents, we have received copies of your correspondence with 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, from which it 
appears that your parents are Dutch nationals. 

That being the case, I suggest that you may wish 
to write to the Netherlands J!;mbe.ssy in Washington, explaining 
that you desire to communicate with and assist your parents 
and requesting that you be informed at the appropriate time 
of any steps you may be able to tnke to that end. 

Mr. Fred Gerson, 
Akron Hardware Company, 
36-16-18 Thirty-Third Street, 
Long Isl~ City l, New York. 

Iba f 1 . 
,i,,i);·I EBT:inp 6/6/45 

Very truly yours, 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

}·cuTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
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Mr. Fred Gerson I 
I 

/ 
Akron Hardware Company 
36-16-18 Thirty-'l'hird Street 
Loag Island City 1, New York 

Dear Mr. Gerson; ~ 

~ 

r-l 

fY/ 

The !IIlllligration and Naturalizi;t'ion Service has .referred your · 
letter of May 7, 1945, to this offjce, in which you express your 
anxiety concerning the welfare anif whereabouts of your parents, 
Gustav and Berta Simon Gerson, wllom you understand to have recently 
been liberated by Allied militap forces in Germany. 

As you are no doubt awar j collsiderable time is expected to 
elapse before the Allied auth rities, both military and civil, wi).J_ 
be able to complete the imme e task of obtaining and compiling 
information on each of the llions of displaced persons in Germany 
and areas formerly occupie by G~ny. It is not now feasible to 
transmit either messages o. relie1' shipments to them. However, you 
may be assured that the A1-l.ied authorities are fully cognizant of 
the anxiety felt by rela~ves and friends regarding such persons, 

·and that all possible stips are being taken to provide the aid and 
care so urgently neede'lat this time. · 

In the meantime, .f3_ince you state that your parents are Dutch 
nationals, it is sugg,sted that you communicate with the Netherlands 
Embassy in Washingto~, explaining that you desire to communicate 

with and assist thrm f and requesting tha .. t .. you be i.nf· ormed at the . ap-' ".,....... 
propriate time of a steps you may be able to take to that effect. 

:j,ery truly yours, 

I \ 
I 

/ 
II 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
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MAY 22 1945 

Dear Mr. Gerson: 
I have your letter of May 16, 1945, req~est1ng the 

ass1stanoe of the War Refugee Board ln locating your parents. 

I am sorry that the Board cannot undertake to handle 
inquiries concerning specific 1nd1v1duals. I suggest, however, 
that you may wish to ask your looal Red Cross Chapter to help 
you to send a message of inquiry through the International Re4 
Cross 1n an effort to learn the whereabouts of your parents. 

For your information, the principal aim of the 
Board's special visa program was to afford close relatives ot 
citizens or resident aliens of tha United States likely to be 
victims of enemy persecution such proteotion as might be 
afforded by the knowledge of German authorities that American 
consuls were authorized to issue United States immigration 
visas to them and that they were tlig1ble for exohange. The 
oapitulation of the German Armies and the resultant die­
appearanoe of enemy oontrol 1n European areas have remove4 
the need for the protection which this program sought to 
obtain for detainees in the hands of the Germans. 1n the 
future, these oases should be handled 11nder the regultU." 1m-
migra tion procedure. 

Very truly yours, 

Florence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 

Mr. Fred Gerson 
Akron Hardware Company, 
3S-52 37th Street, 
Long Island City l, N. Y. 

RBH:FH:hd 6/21/46 
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IRONSIDES 6-3448-49 

Tl L~ rJf'r::: t.J l;t+,::n :·~·;:oiv•3d tod'-'Y f'r.Jm 
~--~ J_;;'-:-:_-·ti_ nt __ ,:"' .J~:~ti.2~-) I~~~Lcr t:.]:" :~-~11i l'r~tur~~lizc..ti~!n 
-)-=rvic~} ?~ ~l'.__.;_~2 ___ ~ ~:._, fil3 r~f-~r~r:c3 L~-· ~bove, co;-y of 

'.:.·::h 1-,:_ ,. :: 'en f'~1";:. rd0d t:c YJl:r of'11.c·3. 

I·.:)' '.1.i. c.._.pr3cL.te it V'3l"'Y much if ym 
,:i:.:.1· _ _ ,i c._ ~sist ~-;~ ir;. }:)c: t Iig :rr:y ~~=-=-.r-.:;nts. 

T:~c...~-·~-=- ~':~:\.: -~~- 1.-;.~v~_nc'3 f:Jr yJur furth.er c.dvic3. 

V·c:ry truly yo~rs, 

}iut&«s J?"-; 
I 

Fred Garson 
FG:f jj 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

FRANKLIN TRUST BUl-'7DING 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

May 15, 1945 

Brig. Gen. Viilj_iam O'Dwyer 
Executive Jirector 
Viar iiefugee Board 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear General O'Dwyer: 

further reference is made to a conununication 
of this Service addressed to the War Hefugee Board 
on October 25, 1944, in connection with a petition 
for issuance of immigration visas executed by 
Mr. Fred Getson, 92-05 Vrbitney Avenue,> Elmhurst, y­
New York, in behalf of his parents Gustav and Berta 
Simon Gerson, which was approved a_nd forwardeP, to 
the Department of State, Washington, D. C. on 
October 26, 1944. 

Att&ched is copy of petitioner's letter of 
May 7, 1945, requesting assistance in locating his 
parents, whose last known address was Deltastraat 15, 
Amsterdam Zuid, Holland, A copy of reply by this 
office is also attached, which is self-explanatory. 

Sincerely yours, 

Pl.WE ADDRESS REPLY TO 

AND REFER TO 11115 nLE Ho. 

V-313289 
Fred Gerson 

V/P&FXU 

I 
I 
' 

f 

"c·~-1: 
?~-~-

Joseph Savor~tti 
Assistant Commissioner 

Enclosures 



- Brit• Gc-:tn. -,;_i..lJ..iB..'.f .. 0 1Dwyer 
&xeouti~~ Director 
11a1• :n.eru.gee Boal'd 
~ashington 25, D. C. 

. V-Jl32B9 
F'.l'ed Gerson 

V/P&PXU 

FurU1e1· i13ference io made to a conur,un.i.cation 
of this Service addrosl.led to the War IIBfugee Board 
on Octobe1· 25, 1944, in connection with a petit.ion 
for h1su1moe o.l iiamigration visas executed by 
Ur. Fred Gen1on, V2...05 l111itney-Avenue, Elmhurst, 
New York, in behalf of his parents Gust,w and Berta 
Simon Gerson, which was apprlwed and form>rJed to 
thG Department of State, wasnin~ton, D. C. on 
October 26, 1944• 

Attached is copy of petitioner's letter of 
May 7, 1945 r~questing aosistance in locating hla 
parents, whose last Known address wad Deltastraat i~, 
AmsterdB!k Zuid, Hol.l.an.d. A OOlJY' oi reply by this 
office is also_ attached, which is salf-explanl.i.toX'y~, 

Enclosures 

S1ncerely yours, 

Joseph Savor~tti 
Assistant Commissioner 



AKhON HAlill-,iAHE COMI-ANY 
36-lb-18 l'hirth-Third Street 

Long _._sland City, N.Y. 

Special Assistant to 
Attorney General ih Charge 

IrrunL;ration and Naturalizayion _,ervice 
Philadelphia 2, icnna. 

Gentlemen: 

file No. V-jl3~B9 
Fred Gerson 

V/F&l'XU 

May 7, 1945 

neference is made to the above-men tior.ed f.J.le number 
concerning the writer's 1-arents. 

You advised under date of.. vctober 25, 1944 that the 
petition was approved for them to come to the United Jtates as 
soon as they could ,,resent themselv0s at an "1!lerican consulate. 
As you know, the former residence of tile writer's i,arents, 
Gustav Gerson and Berta Simon Gerson was Deltastraat 15, 
.hlnsterdam <:.uid, i-iolland. 

Since Holland is now liberated, I wonder \1hether the 
·Jepartment of Justice has any means whatsoever in assisting 

me to locate my parents, 

Your early attention will be greatly appreciated. 

hespectfully yours, 

l sgd) r'red Gerson 

fred Gerson 

FG:fjj 

--?-
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May 15, 1945 

Mr. Fred Gerson 
Akron Hardware Company 
36-16-18 Thirty-Third Street 
Long Island City 11 New York 

My dear Mr. Gerson: 

2 

aeterence is made to your · ... etter of May 7, 1945, 
concerning the Vlhereabouta of your ;.'llrents Gustav and 
Berta Simon Gerson, last ..;novm to have resided at 
Deltastro.at 15, Amsterdam Zuid, Holland, in connection 
with your 1-·etition for iasuance of immigration visas 
in their behalf, which was approved and forwarded to 
the Department of State and a copy of the letter of 
transmittal dated October 25, 1944 forwarded to the 
War Refugee Board, Washington, D. c. 

V-313289 
Fred Gerson 

V/P&PXU 

This Service has no facilities to assist in locatlng 
your parents. lt can only be suggested that you communi­
cate with Brigadier General William O'Dwyer, Executive 
Director, War Refugee Board, Washingtion, D. c. for further 
information, or with the American Red. Cross. 

lt is assumed that you have executed and filed with 
the Department of State Forms BC, :required under existiilg 
regulations. lf not, these forms·may be obtained by 
writing to the Visa Division, Department of State, 
Viaahington, D. c. 

A cppy of this letter is being ti'orv1ardecl to the War 
itefugee Board, Washington, D. c., tQgcthel' with a copy 
of your letter under ackno11ledgooont~\L6 

.. 
Sincerely yours, 

Joseph Savoretti 
Assistant Commissioner 


