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JAN 17 1945

Dear Mrs. Gifford:

I have your letter of December 4, 1944, concerning
your daughter, Miss Evelien M, Wechselmamm, who is interned
in a concentration camp at Theresienstadt.

I am indeed sorry that there 1s no specific action
which the Board can take to obtain the release of your -
daughter from the camp referred to, beyond our general pro-
grams which are directed to the rescue and protection of the
victims of enemy persecution. -

I can assure you that we are doing and will continue
to do everything in our power in the interest of these people,
and we earnestly hope that your daughter may benefit from the
general activities whioch we are pursuing.,

Sincerely yours,

t81gned) J. ¥, Yehle

J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

Mre. E. Gifford
Thames Hospital
Balllie Street
Thames, New Zealand
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in reply pleasc : AUG 12 m

refer to: 2899

Dear Mre, Gifford:

1 have your recent letter, and its enclosure,
concerning the plight of your daughter who is now in a
concentration camp for politieesl prisoners in Holland,

As stated in our previous letter to you, the
Board oannot undertake problems limited to seeking out
and rescuing specific individuals, In view of the mag-
nitude of the task before 1%, the only practicable and
remotely promising approaches are those devoted to groups
of persons rather then to individuals,

We assure you, however, that the Board will
continue its efforts, and we sincerely hope that among
those spared will be your deughter,

S84ncerely yours, :
(saesa) 3, % Peble. . o

J. W, Penle
Exeouti{ve Diresctor

- Mre, Hella Gifford, :
Thames Honpital Board, : ’ .
Baillie Streot, ’

Themes, Now Zealand,

W/\ /%/H\;'t chisoniagr .8-10944
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Z}_ﬂ In reply 487.
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Prisoners’of War Enquiry Office
JOINT COUNCIL of the ORDER OF ST. JOHN
and THE NEW ZEALAND RED CROSS SOCIETY

Please address Reply to - - '
SECRETARY. HEADQUARTERS and WELLINGTON OFFICE:

" PO, Box 139. Te Are, 96 Tory Street,- WELLINGTON, C.3., .
‘ellington N - . )
: 27th April, 1944.

Mrs.H.Ggifford,

Thames Hospital Board,
Baillie Street,
THAMES. __

Dear Madam,

Further to our letter of the 3rd instant we have to
advise that very little data is available in New Zealand re-
garding Lager Westerbork in Holland. The International Red
Cross Delegate has, however, advised that it is apparently not
a recognised Internment Camp but is used by the Germans
exclusively as a concentration camp for political prisoners,

The International Delegate has written to Geneva
Tor further information regarding Camp Westerbork and will
communicate with us again on receipt of a reply. When this
is received we will write you again.

Assuring you of our interest and attention at all

times.

Yours faithfully,

( [ v e

2/ R
SECRETARY,

PRISQNER$ OF WAK SECTION

WAR , PURPOSES COMMITTEEi
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In reply please MaY & ’
refer to: 487 . 1944

Dé;_;r Dy, Gifford:

1 have your letter of February 19, 1944, conserning
the possibility of resculng your adopteddsughter from Holland,

Your concern for the safety of Hiss Wechselasn meets
wvith the fullest sympathy of the Bosrd. I think you will under
stand, however, that the taek of the Board is soc great that, of
necessity, it connot desl with problems limited to seeking out
and rescuing spscific individuals. I =esure you ve are doing
everything in our power to rescue znd save the vioctims of enemy
oppression who ars in imminent danger of death.

Fersons in the United States seeking assistance for ,
the rescue of specific individuele are being referred to private
organizations. It is suggested that you may vish to yvefer your
problem to the Australisn Jewish Welfare Socliety, 146 Darlinghurst

- Ropd, Sydney, Australiam. :

Very tmly, yours .

J. ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

Dr, B, Gifford,

Thames Hospital,

Baillie Street,

Thames, RMEREAIEE.Nc.w Lenland,
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