


. 1 ~N l 7 1945 

Dear Mrs. Gifford: 

I have your letter of December 4, 1944, concerning 
your daughter, Miss Evelien M. Wechselma.nn, who is interned 
in a concentration camp at Theresienstadt. 

I a'll indeed sorry that there is no specific action 
which the Board can take to obtain the release of your 
daughter from the camp referred to, beyond our general pro• 
grams which are directed to the rescue and protection of the 
victims of enemy persecution. 

I can assure you that we are doing and will continue 
to do everything in our power in the interest of these people, 
and we earnestly hope that your daughter may benefit from the 
general activities which we are pursuing. 

Mre. E. Gifford 
Thames Hospital 
Baillie Street 
Thame11, New Zealand 

EBt"owler 1-16-45 

Sincerely Yours, 

(~'l.~ad) 3 • w. l'ehltil 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 



4th or~gec. 1944 

.·ia_r _·(:3 ;:·-.._< ::_ __; ~ =.c ::..r~, 

____ ,::: s.:~-±n ~~\>_Ii_'.::_=?_, iJ. Q_!_ 

_,' 
:.~-:J ~-:-.--u: .. one ?·-_-:-sr ~1 -o, ! .- :~~en my dau~hter, 

in Holland.- I ._ . ~:_~c·:j t-_ -~" ~-...,o;~_ ~H--:r, ·:.:,_it __ .·:::::3t.73rJa.:,r I received a 
~ "~ - ~,... '.'r".) a -,;~r~ J.}L f:+f~<Ji,8;y;i,,;1!3, .~i-,o tell a Jue, t-ha.tvt1he,,:i;,?:':~/f:l;'ie)Jc_t 
of my dau:;:hter and had been together With her in the· Ct;lllJ.,P'WElSter"' 
bork, !-!oo~'.:-,alen, in Holland,- $he Sfit~B, that my daueh:ter Vt.9.SOiY 
the ISth of Jan'Jary 1944 t.ransferrred to a Camp in Theresi,-e.nstadtf, 
and just a few da1s a,:;o the girJ_ saw my daughtere nam~ on a list· · 
in Palestine,- The girl herself;. did get to Palestine. through an 
" Aust=i.uscr1trans 0'Jort" as she s-~ys,· two months ae;o, She· is a 
je,Wisi; girl like my daughter.- '; - __ . • __ 
I wonder, if you could -.-t. do something to help my_daughter:,to 
get out of the 0onoentrationcamp.- I would be ever so thankful to 
you, .;·ou see, we here in !Jew Zealand are so far away from every-: 
thi ns and dont seem to be able to· do anythlLng-. my husband and I 
have tried for 5 years.- There must be ways to get my da1Jghter 
out, somebody did help her fri·n!id to ge_t out.- If you are no.t 
able to do :rnytdns at c-dl, _ wou:i;dyou be so kind and give this. 
letter to some jewisr1 ...;Ociety who might be able to help- we dont 
:nine: ;;i1atever ti1~ ::osts are • .,. My[ nusbandl is a ciurgeon here at tl:fe 
r·hanc:s i-iospi t<J.l and you could i4'quire about him, .. My nusbands ne.jf)~ 
is J·i. sc: .. ·:ard iif1'ord, 3u;Jerint€/:nd,ent· and Sur('.!,eon>Thame~ Hospita:I!'..-: 

?J.rticulan:1 about my &'augti~er: ( from my f.~r~t.<mfl.rriq,S'!il) 
:O::velien :'.argot Nechse,t'manri;- born 7th of Apr:!;J:,::t~27 - ... 

'·iationali ty: ·1erm;~,. tt t}1rl;~g~0!Jb~~i~fr,d1~~~~~~cgr,~:£mf 
husband, l/j\Tew Zealand Natio · 

.:.ihe lived till July 1943 With ri§ sister, MrS•<-Rt 
Nicolaas Maesstr. 89, Arnsterdarn>t; Holla;nd, the._n :t,-n 
'Nesterbork, Hoo.;;_;halen; Holla.nd t;lll Jan. I944. B~, 
supposrd to be in Theresienstad'fit but; I dont kn:q ., 
lhere is a Theresienstadt in Boh~mia, I suppo~e·'i _ 

1, ;Jlace • -.% it: '*'*h'&;;;:'2fMw6tr?lfd:W.tW'@f~J~y ~rateru1· rrtwj&¥ 
._·01-..::-' assist:1 •-::r:!·:? ~o !'1elQ :1~r dau:.::::!-iter .

You:"s fai thfull'y:, 

olll1e1~'::'..,~. ~u' .. :r-s. ~. Ji r for:J_ J 

~:-..;·-:c;s- ·C3'Ji •,,_,l, 
~~-:~_··:~s, ·.?C:'/I Zealand. 



[P.0.-90. 

OPENED BY EXAMINER 

. D.D.A. / 1 ~~-
1lBt!@ ______ ~cJ-_z_. .. ·~!HA~ 1 ES-~=--~ 
· '. . , ., --L~~J'fR-GARD 

5 
. ___ ,_ 

lkmythtng is endOsed--this·car-d .wilLhe sent 
by ordinary mail. 

Sxecutive Office of the President, 
·:1ar "'efu•c':o.;e '°'Oard, 
·'las 1·1inr~ton 25, D. C. 

When folded the letter card must conform in size and shape with the blue border 
within which the address Only may be written. 

---~ 

'.l-8e .. no ~F.--<-vn--rdso-{ -aeum~ m~aav aNv 
1 -p<:tO.JJ tn ' .. H • Sr;tgq 3WVN s.1:130N3S 



In reply pleusr 
ref P.r to: 2899 

AUG 12 1944 

~ear Mr2. Gifford! 

l have your recent letter, and its enclosure, 
concerning the plight of your daughter who is now in a 
conoentrntion.camp for political prhoners in Holland; 

As stated in our previous letter to you, the 
Board cannot undertake problems limited to seeking out 
nnd rescuing specific individuals. In view of the mag
nitude of the task before it, the only practicable and 
remotely promising approaches are those devoted to groups 
of persons rather than to individuals. 

We assure you, however, that the Board will 
oontinue its efforts, and we sincerely hope that among 
those spared will be your daughter, 

Mrs. Rella Gifford, 
Thames Hospital Board, 
Baillie Streut, 
Thames, New Zenlend, 

Sincerely yours, 

J. W. Pehle 
Executive lHreotor 

~ ~Hutchison:agr B-l0f44 
•\ 
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THAMES HOSPITAL BOARD 

l\'llcCuruspo>!d~ 
acldresscd to· thP ~ec t nae_ ... 

r- /? 2!1 th of May I944 
...7t'tee,( 

W.R.B.~-
Filing Authori{V 
To: File, 1 · 

Ans • .!if;rN</ - . 
No. Ans. Req. -

:;:x:.:::~u\:..:i 'l~ CL'flcr-:: c: f_,-r;._e .?re~~i-~ent·, 

·;:.:Jr ·--:';jf'u -:;::: ._~oaY'd., 

Initial ----
Date---

I:: reply 487 • 
.... ':1.S:-_1:-L_~-:_(i;-:_ C'.~;J ~). _c. 

'".n': :·o;; v•~r.~' ·nuch for :,1our letter of tcie [tn of May.I under-
,r_ ., t:.:·t ou "!!'e only ~iving your .i·cl'.J 00 '.JeOrJle who are in real 
. ,y c::r. I ····:. ~;fY·:· .id t,t-,:1t is tne case; 'Ni th :ny ·::'.·;u;.cnter, SVelyn Margot 
·".::·.·;el: ..... ., !:j +Joptio:l now ..:.vc:lJ!il ;,:arsot :2ifford •. ;e received. about 

.. er,:.:·, ~._o 0. u.ess·~.=e :·rom L,e Internarional :{eel Gross that my dau,:;nter, 
~ ~-:;_; I: -:::,.i_rs, is ~:.tkc~-1 :-,_·rr:J._j i'ro;r1 :ny sisst..~r, ·1(;.;.dre she WiJ.S stayin6 

.. i r,:.. , •-' ;iu;,. Li;,.~ a. :::oncent.ra.t.io.1c.cu1~ Cor ;:ioli ti cal prisinoro. I am 
~~~-=:;losin -~1-:: l':j~t8r fru~1~ l.~Lc ~i:::U ~r·os:--1,- I :..;.o~-lt i~no'1. t1ie reason 
Tor ·jr~ in;:;ri.:30IL.i;:jnt, ~ut I su!-'pose u~CiAUBt:I o. . .r .lier rnotrier i::ill.d married 
7.tc :1 -·ri":..i_.,;;. _J:_l:_Je,~t. t-

'{ou ';1ill ~n .er r, a.1 ;i!J 1,orrJ ~.:,a I :.oncier if you could tlo 
.~ ~r1i l'~- 01jt of tnres concen"Lra·~iomcamp. I would be 

'····-· L-'l ·::? 

iour~ si,1cerely ~ili.A ~,.J ~Mrf 
·e~hsel~~nn. ~if ford ty ado9tion - ~~· -~ 

· :--z::.,, J.i!Er, Cost, '.Jrente 

;coJ land, 



~ " 
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l'lls SJ-500 
-t-·V s3-soti Priso~ers.; of War Eriquiry Office 

JOINT COUNCIL of the ORDER OF ST. JOHN 

and THE NEW ZEALAND RED CROSS SOCIETY 

Pl•a,.~ addTeH Repl.1• to 
SECRETARY, 

I'. Q_ Box 139, Te Aro, 

Mrs.II.Gifford, 
Thames Hospital Board, 
Baillie Street, 
'.L'fWc!ES. 

Dear Madam,· 

HEADQUARTERS 11,nd WELLINGTON OFFICE: 

96 Tory Street,.· WELLINGTON, C.3 .. 

27th April, 1944. 

. P.O. Bo){ '1i_91 Te Aro-, ·c.2. 
TE~G, ADDi"WARPURP" 

FUrther to our letter of the 3rd instant we have to 
advise that very little data is available in New Zealand re
garding Lager• Westerborl< in Holland. The International Red 
Cross Delegate has, however, advised that it is apparently not 
a recognised Internment Camp but is used by the Germans 
exclusively as a concentration camp for political p1•isoners. 

The International Delegate has written to Geneva 
for further information regarding Camp Westerbork and will 
communicate with us again on receipt of a re1)ly. When this 
is received we will write you again. 

times. 

AR 

Assuring you of our interest and attention at all 

Yours faithfully, 

,. 

SECRE'l'ARY, 
P.i:US<;JlERS OI<' WAH SEC'l'ION 

WAR; PURPOSES C OM!ill T'l':";E. 

/• 
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ln repl7 please 
refer to: 487 

Dear Dr. Glfford1 

'" 

ML\Y 6 1944 

I have your letter of J'ebrue.17 19, 1944, cenoernlng 
the posslblllty of rescuing 7our adoptedOO.ugh\er fro• Bollan4, 

Your concern. for the estet7 of M1ea WecheelllBA aeeb 
w1 th the fall••\ syapatbJ' of the Board. I think you will udel'
stand, however, that the tael!: of tho :Board le eo gred thd, of 
neceaei\7

1 
U cannot deal with problems Uaited to eeeltlag out 

and re1cu1ng epsc1f1c 1nd1T1dual.1. I aasure )'Ou ve are doing 
everyth1D8 ln our power to rescue and ...... the VS.oil•• Of ene117 
oppreealon who are in 1fllllllnent danger of death. 

Peraons ln the United Statea aeelt1ng aeeletane• for 
the reecue of apecittc 1nd1vlduale are being rei'etre4 to private 
organilatlons. It is enggeated that 7ou 1181' vlsh to refer )'OUI' 
prolll .. to the Australian Jewish Welfare Sooiet7, 146 J>arlbghvet 
Read, S;ydne7, Auatralla. 

Dr. lil. ~=
!hamee Hospital, 
Baillie Street, 
Thaaes, litUll'D.New l:eal,,nd. 

#,IPIHutohiaon: acr 0..&.44 ~ 

J. lf. Peble 
:lxecutlT& Director 
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.:/!:osox 53 

;J{_EPHONE 47 
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jlj) 

n,_,li !'J.::0.~1 

:-i1. r :.:~ ~ .i..·u. 

_ )ear jir, 

19. 2, 

~D ~:Odrd, 

.. 

407 W. n. ti ..... :__ .... ,_W'n•-
Fi/i ng 1:utliority 
.-_ t::.t 

44' u: ,-,;es ~l.fv 
lins .... .-.J/Jii.f,.. .... _____ _ 
flo. /; ns. 'Req. ---------
1 nitial -------Date. _______ _ 

:i: ,,e.,,r: ,, •C•::ntl_y of t.~1-0~ 8st."_!:,liCJ'.:·:~2nt ·or your Board and hope,/ 
V:1t J':J'-' co;.110: n·2lo :.1y wife ar:c' --.-.•sc•lf to :c;t '.:iss SV~lien ·.vechselman, 
3-way fro·: oll•FKl w::ere s:"" is stciyin•; with J ,!.'i'.:hels" of Kruidbergerweg 2, 
3antpoort, •:iss iecr·sel::an is 1:5 ~·ear·s afi cl__;e and is my wife's daughter 
an-:1 my 'ldooJte·.: :Lu ·:·ter. I a::1 Fl ···r::w ::'.ealander a:1d my wife came out to 
r.:e here -oefore tl-1e w~Jr ·_-·etweer: ·~err!":any and Holland broke out. We want 
·is.~ ·,ec'.-:seLian to co•:ie out to us here as soon as pos'lible and we are 
~r concerne1 ·n case she is sufferin~ from so~e form of persecution 
:. 0:-,.:.:: ·::ea ri ti :::e. 3:-:.(-! r-ias so:ne r.....e la ti ve s in ere ~on - Aenne 'Nei nber;gr' 
jCL .:; .1 • __ Oilt~-:01:1ery 3treet, ?ortland. 

If you find it possible to help ~e will be extre~ely grateful, 

'.'.'ours '.'ai tfifully, 

~~ -----( ' - .. f' /, 1.Ji'J.:.,_,-1 roru, 

.,, 
\-
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