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FEB 121944

Dear Captain Groes:

Reference is made to your letter of January 88,
1944, requesting the assistance of the ¥ar Refugee Board in
saving certaln members of your family in Poland from Nesi
persecution,

! think that you vill understand that the task of
the Board is so great that, of necenelity, 1t will have to
confine itself to projects involving the relief or rescue
of groups of persons snd that 1% cannot deal with problems
limited to seeking out and rescuing any specific individuals,
I suggest that you communicate with the Hebrew Sheltering and
Immigrant Ald Society, 435 Lafayette Street, New Yorik, New Yark,

or the American Frienis Service Committes, 20 South 13th Strest,

Philadelphie, Pennsylvania, I am advieed that these organise.-
tiens may be in a poeition to boe of help in cases such as_yours,

Very truly yours,

(Signed) J.W. Pohle

J. V., Penls
Acting Exesutive Pirector

Captain Ludwick Gross, R
Medical Corps,

Station Hospital,

Canmp Forrest, Tennessee,
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Dear Captain Grossy -

Heceipt is acknowledged of your letter
of January 28, 1944, requesting the assistance of.
the War Refuges Board in eaving certain members
of your family in Poland from Nazi persecution,

Your lotter has been referred to the
Acting Executive Director of the Board who will
communicate with you in the nesr future concerning
this matter,

Very truly yours,

(SlGNED) w. N H(NPt;ON

 Administrative Assistant to m
Seoretary

Captain Ludwick Groaa.
Medical Corps,
Station Hospital,

Gamp Forrest,: Tenn.
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The Hon. Ilenry Morrenthau Jun.

Secretary of the U.
Weshington, D. C.

Dear r. Secretisry:

S. Dept. of Treasury -

~ Station Hospital &
- Camp Forrest, Tenn:
Janvery 28, 1944 < -

fou hav. Leen appointed member of the War Refugee Board whose

gk it 18 zZoing to be..."to take action for the immediate rescue
om tue azls as many as possible of the persecuted minorities of

Ty mother, lrs. Augusta Gross, my sister Iirs. !laria Klein, and
zy three brothers, Dr Maksymiljan Gross, Dr Otto Gross and Mr. Zyg -
munt Gross, sre in Poland. Our family is Jewish. As you know, the
fiazls are killing the Jews in Poland. I was fortunate to escape from
Poland in 1939. I came to the United States in 1940, and now I am an
officer in the U. 3. Army, and I am happv to be an American citizen.
"y familv is still in Polsnd. They have to hide, and probably live

under assumed names becsuse

the MNazis kill the Jews. My family's

only crime is that of being Jewish. T have heard from them from time
to time, through gentile friends sending messages through the Red
Cross. v mother, sister anc brothers are in a most distressing
situvation and thev need help. Ts there gnything you, or ihe Red Cross,
or anybody couldé ¢o to save them—~from Nazl persecution? It is almost
cistressing to see the HWazi prisoners live here in the United States
Army camps in perfsct safety and azlmost in luxury, while the Jews

in Foland are being killed ruthlessly in gss. chambers by the same
Nazis. i know about the Geneva convention. I believe however that
helpless woien and civilians should have at least as much protection
as military prisoners, and that ways and means should be devised to

save them from death.

The Geneva convention was devised as a minimum

protection for the most exposed individuals, i.e.. for prisoners.

The civilian population persecuted minorities should have at least
the minimum protection pranted to prisoners by the:Geneva convention.
They are more exposed to dsnger in this war with the Nazis than
military prisoners. The Geneva convention is outdated, and should |
be supplemented without delay so that helpless civilians may b /

saved.

Believe me,

e

‘Very sincerely yours,

LAy

Ludwik Gross
Cavtain, Medical Corps, U.S.A.




