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MAY 24 1945 

Dear Mr. Joseph: 

I have your letter of Mey 11, 1945, requesting the 
assistance of the Tla.r Refugee Board in locating ;your mother 
and in helping her to' immigrate to this country. 

I am sorry that the Board cannot undertake to handle 
inquiries concerning specific individuals. I suggest, however, 
that you may wish to ask your local. Red Cross Chapter to help 
you to send a message of inquiry through the International Red 
Cross in an effort to learn the whereabouts of your mother. 

The principal aim of the :Boa.rd 1 s special visa program 
was to afford cloae relatives of citizens or resident aliens 
of the United States likely to be victims of enemy persecution 
such protection as might be afforded by the knowledge of German 
authorities that American consuls were authorized to issue 
United States immigration visas to them and that they were 
eligible for exchange. The capitulation of the German armies 
and the resultant disappearance of enemy control in l!Uropean 
areas have removed the need for the protection which this program 
sought to obtain for detainees in the bands of the Germans. In . 
the future, these cases should be handled under the regular im
migration procedure. 

Mr. J'ranz M. Joseph, 
150 Broadwa;r. 
New York 7, Ne~ York. 

i;,t\ ~ BBH: S/22/45 

Very truly yours, 

:i'lorence Hodel 
Acting Executive Director 



... 

John W. Pehle, Esq. 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Depart~ent 
Washington, D. C. 

I 
FRANZ M . .JOSEPH 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

150 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 7_ N. Y 
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Re: Mrs. Anna Josevh 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

May 11, 1945 

On October :::, 1944, I submittf"d to you--through 
the NE.tional Refugee Service, Inc. --Petition for Issuance 
of an I:n1dgratlon Visa (Form 62-::\) for my mother, Mrs. Anna 
Joseph, w!10 was brought to Ttleresienstadt by the ~azis. 

By letter dated November 20, 1944, the Department 
of State informed me that the visa petition was approved 
and that my :nother 1rns accorded preference status but that 
no action could be taken at that time as no American con
sular visa services were available in enemy and enemy 
occupied territories. 

13"3 letter dated Dece@ber 2, 1944, you informed me 
th::;t the \'.'ar Refugee Board has requested United States 
represent:Jtives abroad to transmit this information to 
neutral governments and, through them, to appropriate 
enemy aut:ioritiPs. You also stated that this might pos
sibly facilitate my mother's departure from enemy territorJ 
to a place where she might reach an American consular office. 

The Cz'echoslovak Jewish Representative Committee in
formed me by letter dated January 17, 1945, that they had 
just received from a neutral country a list of persons 
interned in Terezin and that the list included Mrs. Anna 
Josef, residing in Terezin at L. 306. 

In view of the termination of hostilities in Europe 
and the occupation of Czechoslovakia, may I enlist your aid 
in locating my mother at this time, advising her of the 
immigration visa which has been granted, and helping her 
to reach the nearest American consular office. 

r 



John W. Pehle, Esq. • •••••• 2 

Please accept my sincere thanks for anyt'1ing 
y::m may be able to accomplish in this matter. 

Vecy truly yours, 

::;_1 ~)v.,__71/\_ 
FMJ:MW 



DEC .2 lQ.U 

_.Je.P.r _:.,..r. Jo~eph: 

Lis will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 30, 
l ."14, concerning ; our ueti t ion for nr. iJomigration visa for your motb .. r, 
ors .. ~nna Jo~eph, who is intern"d at ·;'hjlresienst11dt, 

I um ;ilAased to inform you that, undPr the specinl program 
dev•loued by the .Joard, in collaboration witL tte Dopnrtments of ·3tat11 
and of Juatice, thn Board, upon beini:; 1nform~rl by the Irnmigrntion and 
>aturnlizntion Service of the approval of your netition, hae r11queeted 

U-nited :ltntes reprA,.entatives abrond to transmit this information to 
neutrr•l ;(overrunents and, through them, to np,,ropriate "nemy authorities. 

•·hile no as-;urnnoe o&n'b" given as to the extent to which this 
special µrocedure would in fnct benefit the persons covered thereby, it 
,mrsues the twofold .n1rpoae of affordiJlG protection for vlotime of oneriw 
µeraecution whilP. in ene~ territocy and of poe1ibly fa.otli ta ting their 
departure from enemy territory to a pl,tce whl!re the,v ·onld reno.!: an Amer
ican consular offic". 

-·~r. lt'rnnz i-i. Joseph. 
nttorney at Lav, 
160 ilroadway, 
-'1~-w York ? 1 Ne"< York. 

BAkzin: tmh 12-2-44 

V@r,r truly yours, 

J. "· Pehle, 
~xecutive Dir~otor. 
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FRANZ M . .JOSEPH 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

150 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 7. N.Y 

November 30, 1944 

John W. Pehle, Esq. 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

On October 2, 1944, I submitted to you-
through the National Refugee Service, Inc.~ 
Petition for Issuance of an Immigration Visa 
(Form 633) for my mother, Mrs. Anna Joseph( who 
was brought to Theresienstadt by the Nazis. 

The Department of State informed me by 
letter dated November 20, 1944, that the visa 
petition was approved but that no action can be 
taken at this time as no American consular visa 
service is available in enemy and enemy occupied 
territories. 

I therefore asl{ you whether there is any 
means of bringing my mother from Theresienstadt 
to a country where she can reach an American con
sular office. 

Please accept in advance my sincere 
thanks for anything you might be able to do in 
this matter. 

Cordially yours, 

FMJ:MW 

~f hcyJ_ '--J k..__ 


