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Dear Mr, Lureh:

Thaok you for your letter of August 4, 194
in which you furnished ug with the information requested
in our letter of August 1, 1944,

Pursugnt to your request wse are rezurniug the
exchenge of ‘letters between you and the Amer}can Friends
Servics Committea, :

Very truly yours,

tBigned) 3. 0. Peble

J. W, Pahle
Rxecqtiva Director

¥r, J, P, Lurch,
s 550 Fort Vashington Avenue,
. New York, Rew York,
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g‘ r, J.W,Pehle, Executive Director
Tar Refugee Board
Tasnington 25,D,C,

Dear !Ir, Penle:

As exnlained in my letter »f larch 33,1944 the affidavits
w.ich I sent shortly heiore the Tirst of July 1941 to
“arseille,France did not receive authorization because

t ey just arrived at a time when the State Department
decided to autnorize affidavi%s in Washington.

T am very zrateful for your letter of August 1,1944,

Tue to tais delay tne affidavits lost their validity,

As I needed 10 afficdavits i.e. two each Tor five people, it
took me more than a year to furnish valid affidavits which
we sent to Weshington in the wonth of October 1943 through
the :ational Jouncil o: Jewish Vomen, Yew York,¥.Y.

e had news Trom the Red Cross that in April 1944
tne members of my family were still well in Pau, Frgnce.

Thne names of my relatives are:

Flora Lurch, born June 32,1864, my mother
Sophie Rehfeld, horn July 22, 1890, my sister
“arie Lurch, born Yovemter 11,1394, my sister
Paul Rehfeld,¥.D., rorn Hay 24,1914, my nephew
e Margot Renfeld, born Avril 28, 1922, my niece. -
Taey live in Pau,Basses Pyrenees, France, rue Emile Garet+#68.

Very truly ypﬁ?s,

T tnd,

P,

T attach herewith an exchange of letters with
tie American Friends Service “Jommittee for
your information. Please he good encugh to
return them to me.
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Dear Mr, Iurch:

Your attention is called to my letter of March 15,
1944 in response to your letter of March 8y 1944 in vhich
You requested the assiatance of .'the War Refuges Bosrd in afde
ing membere of your fomily tO'es?ape from France.

From your letter it 8ppsare that the iesuanca of - |
visas permitting the membere of your family to enter the
United States may have been authorised after July 1, 1941,
If such visas were authorised I would appreciate your furnishe
ing us with the following additional information;

1, The date of euthorization of the lasusnce of each such
visa by the Department of State,

2. The examct names ang last known addresses of the members
of your family for whom such visas were suthorised,

3. The reference or file bunbsr ggsigned to each such

vise or to {ts correspondence with you by the Dapart~
f B . ) ment of State, .

Very truly yours,

!"?4;';\.».—-\ o . 1

Jdo ¥. Pehls
Executive Diregtor

o
Mr, § o Fo Lurch,

550 Fort ¥ashington Aveme,
‘Rew York, New York,

gt Loy
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In revly please
refer to: 307

Dear Mr. Lurch:

I have your letter of Mareh 8, 1944, requesting
the aid of the var “efugee Board to enable certain members
of your family to leave Fradce end come to the United States.

I am sure you will unierstand that the task of the
Board 1s so grent thrt, of necersity, 1t cannot deal with -
problems limited to faeking out snd rescening any speeific
individualse, We 8rell, of course, do everything in our pover
to rescue and save the victims of enemy oppression who are in
imminent danger of death,

I sugrest thet Yyou may wish te refer your problem
to a orivate organization, There ig ancloeed a 1ist of some
of the organizations which I am zdvised may be in a position
to be of heln to you,

Very truly yours,

Do Wl Pebia
] J. ¥, Pahle
Acting Executive Director

Mr, J, 7, Lurch,
850 Yort washington Avenue
New York, New Ynrk,

Enclosure,
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F. LURCH

FORT WASHINGTON AVENUE

NEw Yarx City

WADSWORTH T-1714 March 8, 1944

<

Mr. Joln Pehele, Director
New Refugee Board,

State Department
vashington, D, C,

Dear Sir:

I emigrated from Germany in 1938. My parents, Heinrich and Flora
+Lurch, and my sister, Marie Lurch, were transported to the Gurs,
concentration camp in October 1940. Four weeks later my father

-~ 86 years old - died. ]

An older sister of mine, Sophie, was married to a Dr. Camille
Rehfeld., They also lived in Germany. They have a son, Paul and

a daughter, Margot. Paul Renhfeld, born in 1914 in Alsace Lorraine,
left Germany in 1933 to study medicine in France. The fact that
his grandmother (mother of his father) was born in France, enabled
him to become a naturalized Frenchman.

In the year 1939 Paul's father -and mother (my sister) and his sist-
er emigrated to Paris. Shortly thereafter Dr. Camille Rehfeld died
in Paris. In the meantime Paul had become a medical doctor in the
French army. He fell sick and went to the south of France, to the
city of Pau (Basses Pyrenees), where his mother and sister follow-
ed him.

Pau is not very distant from the Caﬂb de Gurs. Due to the efforts
of Paul, my mother - Flora Lurch (his ‘grandmother) and my sister -
Marie Lurch, could be freed and in July 1943 they still lived in
Pau., The address of Dr. Paul Rehfeld is: Rue Emile Garret #68,
Pau (Basses Pyrenees) France.

L have made great efforts to bring my relatives to the United States,
Twice all the necessary affidavits were ready. Twice, 'due to new
regulations, these affidavits became obsolete. The last time, the
affidavits vere on their way to France, when a new ruling was set up,
requesting the filing of these papers with the State Department in
Vashington instead of with the Consulate in Marseilles. The third
set of affidavits were mailed to Washington in:Qcteober. 1948,

I have heard about the activities of the New Refugee Board and I -
would like to ask whether there is any possibility of getting my rel-
atives out of France into the United States? I would like to repeat
their names: -




F. Lurch

50 FORT WASHINGTON AVENUE

NEW YORX CiTy

WADSWORTH 7-31714

Mr. John Pehele,

New Refugee Board,

State Devartment

Washington, D. C. -2 -

Flora Lurch, born June 2, 1864

Sophie Rehfeld, born July 22, 1890
Marie Lurcn, born November 11, 1894
Dr. Paul Renfeld, born May 24, 1914

dargaret Rehfeld, born April 28, 192g,

JFL:y

3/8/44

Yours very truly,

7 F /W ..




