


In reply please 
refer .to: 003 MAR 2 4 1944 

near Mr. Fertig: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 
l'ebruary a1, 19•!4, reqUl•BtilJg t.he Meiete.nM Of the 
lfar Refw:ee »oard in reeculng the family of Hershel 
Roth from oooupied territory, 

We have requested the ooneideration of the 
De~artment of State on oertain aspects of this prob
lem and will advise you further an noon as poseible, 

Very truly youre. 

J. W, Peh1e 
Acting Executive Director 

Mr, U, Haldvin Fertig, 
· J'ertig, Walter A Gottesman, 

84 l#illiam Street, 
New York 7, New York. 
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FERTIG, WALTER & G.OTTESMAN 

AT T 0 R N E Y S AT L'A W 

203 .. · 
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• l 
Flt.ING A\JTR0fiIT! 
'l'O: Mail &. ~il-9 
Alil~ ........................ .. 

M. MALDWIN FERTIG 

ALFRED A. WALTER 

SAMU EL GOTTESMAN 

84 WILLIAM STREE,T 

NEW YORK 7, N, Y,' 

TEL. BOWLING GREEN 9•4567 

NO AN~. REQ .......... . 

INITIAL· ................. . 

JAMES L. WALTER 

I 

February 21st 
1 9 4 4 

Mr, John Pehle, Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D. c. 
My dear Mr, Pehle: 

IN REPLJlliT~·'ro·;..~;,:i;·· .. , .••• ,.. ... . 

I suppose I am a bold man indeed to again 
respectfully call your attention to the correspond
ence of Hershel Roth under date of February 7th, 
1944, to which you replied on February 16th, 1944. 

I do so under the .impact of the urgent pleas 
of Mr. Roth and other members· of his family with whom 
I am distantly related. Needless to say I have no 
professional interest whatsoever in the matter. 

I appreciate the huge problem you are con
fronted with and the necessity for dealing with ~ass 
problems rather than with individual cases. Yet, 
unfortunately for the immediate present, I take it, 
the possibilities of substantial achievement in the 
way of mass relief seems none too bright so that if 
an insignificant trickle of war sufferers can be saved, 
for one good reason or another, that much is saved from 
possible annihilation. 

A distinguishing feature in this case lies in 
the fact that Roth's wife and family were on the point 
of coming here but were delayed by reason of the re
quirement of them by our representative in Berlin to 
travel from Gracow to Berlin. Two months later war 
broke out. I a'ssume tba t under the rules :i. t was nec
essary for them so to do; and yet, perhaps, the grant
ing of a visa might have. been facilitated in some 
proper way, 

I sincerely hope that it may be· possible for. .,I. 
you to suggest to· the State Department that our embassy 
in Switzerland approve their passports so that they may .. · 
be able to come to Switzerland, 1 

I am fully cognizant of the·extraordinary 
action I am suggesting and do so humb~y; but, never-

the~m, have the temorit~to ask 'f ca~" .in the 
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Mr. John Pehle, Director -2- February 2lst,1944 

midst of the enormity of the world catastrophe, the 
incidental saving of a few lives, if possible, gives 
me the courage to communicate with you. I shall 
deeply appreciate your consideration of this letter 
and pray fo~ an affirmative response. 

MMF:BG 



In reply pleaae 
ref er to1 43 

Dear Hr. Roth: 

FEB l 6 1944 

Reference la 11&de to your letter ot1 .l'ebruar1 7, 1944, reqU19et1ng 
the aa1l1tanoe of the War Refugee Board ln eaYlng ~ertaln members ot your 
t .. 111 in Poland from Na11 pereeoutlon, I 

I think that you will und.er1tand that the taek ot the :Bqard 1e 
ao great that, of neoeaatty, it vill have to cont1ne ltealf to proJeota 
lnvol Ying the relief or reaoue of groups of pereone and that . it cannot deal 
with proble•a limited to 1eeklng out and re1out.ns BnT apeo1tlo lndlv1d~a. 
I IU«geat that you MB¥ v1eh to refer your problem to a private organi•&tlon, 
fhe following are acme of the organi1ation1 which l lllll advlaed may be ln a 
poeltlon to be of help to your 

llebrev Sheltering and.I11111lgrant 
Aid Soo1ety, (BIAS) . 

Aller~oan l'rlenda Service 
Oo11mutee 

Unitarian .l'rlenda Service 
OollllllUee· 

the Aae:rican Coutttee·tor 
Ohri•tian Ref11&eee 

War Relief Servioea - llation&J. 
Catholic Welfare Oonterenoe 

Hr, H, ·Roth 
263 Brooae Street, 
H.V York, New York, 

~utchison: 2/15/44 <J'1 ,..__ 

,-

425 Lafayette Street, 
Bew York, Hew York, 

20 South 12th Street, 
Philf\d.elphla, Pa, 

26 Beaeon Street, 
Beaton 8, Na11, 

89? i'ourth A••ue, 
Bew York, Bev York. 

iaplre State Building, 
350 7tfth AYenue, 
New York, New York. 

YeJ7 truly ;your•., 

J, W, Pehle 
.tou111r lrtraunve-DirHtor -

J 
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263 Broome Street 
New York City 
February 7, 1944 

REI Roth, Etka 

43 
FI1IWG AllTBo~i1'Y 
TO 1 Mail & Fil'-'8 

A"flS. ·•••· ···· ............. . 
NO AN~. RiQ ........ .. 
INITIAL ................. ... 

Mr. John Peble, Director 
War Refugee Board 
Treaeury Department 
Washington, D.c. Fertig, 14auryey (Moses) 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

I am writing to you ill reference to the else of my wife, Etka 
Both, and three ohlldren, Max, Szyman Leib and Nac_llman Fein Rothi 
and also of mf son-in-law, Mauryey (Moees) Fertig, rq da\l&hter, 
Sara Rosa Fertig, and their eon, Erna. Ae far ae I, am aware• 
they are all in the ghetto of Bochnia, Poland, un_~i:l!l the German 
occupation, I wieh to give you a brief caee hiBFJ7"•. . • 

The case of m;r wife and children were originally al!l!roved f'oi: t}!!,. 
g~ti~~!L!_isa __ ;_n Ffil?~rzb.l,._940, and due to the fact that aha 

-ifoW:d not travel to Berlin to procure their visa, they could not 
come to the United States. It is really unfortunate that because 
of thia tecl:m.iGAl difficult;r, it has become impo111ible tor me to 
become united with m;r wife and children, J.t the llQllle time I alao 
wish to inform you that I had ~ell m!_lll_n®,yJ_i..J.n .. btlM.f~.!!f. .. lV~. 
son-in-law, rq daughter and t111t~r ohild, __ ill.:F~R~n •.. ~~l.• 

I wish to further etate that I am an ill man, and I have bull t up 
a little business ill hosiery, and that it is absolutely essential 
for me to be reunited With m;r family, I am willing to bring eve?'7 
sacrifice humanl;y possible eo that the;y sbould be able to come to 
this countey. I therefore wieh to respectfully propose that the 
Department of State at the suggestion of the War Refugee Board 
issue visas tor my sife and three children; and also 1111' new daughtel 
in-law, Frieda Roth, fomerl;y. Neufeld1 and also 11\f eon-in-law, 
Mauryey (Moses) Fertig, hie wife and .their ohlld1 that the;y cable . 
the approval of the11a vius to the J.mertcan :lnbaee;r in SWitzerland 
and that the American »nbase;y ask the SWies government to inform. 
m;r family that visas await them in S'll'itzarland. I feel that if j 
such action is taken. it would b"e possible for thelp, to leave .the 
ghetto and be able to come to SWitzerland. 

I earnestly entreat and beg that you consider this proposal because 
I feel that this is the last efforts that I can make to save their 
lives while.it is ·yet possible. .With a deep gratitude for all 
that you will do in this bebal__f_~d_I .am._al.e0- wU-l-ing--t0"8ta~tinat 

-~-t---am wfrlUJg-w-pay eveeye:ijienee that mq be incurred for this purpose. 

·-·-·-·····~ 
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