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JUN l8 1945 

Dear- Mrs. Samek 1 

I have your letter of June 8, 1945, and om very glad to 
know that you have received news that your daughter is alive in 
Budapest. 

As you perhaps know, the epeoial visa program which waa 
developed by tho Board in collaboration with the Department of State 
was aimed prinoipally at obtaining prbtootion for persons in the 
hands of the enemy likely to be vict~s of persecution, and with the 
cessation of hostilities in Europe, the need for such protection no 
longer exists. Since regular immigration matters are not within the 
Board's jurisdiction, it is regretted that it is not in a position 
to be of direct assistance with such problems. 

However, it is possible that a private organization may 
be able to assist you in your efforts to arrange to bring your 
daughter to this country. lfl1ile I am not informed as to what 
immigration facilities are available at the present time, it is 
my understanding that a number of private agenci~s are qualified 
to assist in problems of this nature. I am enclosing a list of suoh 
agencies, and I su1rnest that you colJUiluniosto with any one of 1;.hem 
for such help . ..nd information as they may be able to give you in 
this connection. 

Mrs. Joesph .·'amek, 
110-56, 7lst Avenue, 
Forost Hills, Lon,; Island, 
New York, ~ew York. 

Enclosure • 

Very truly yours, 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

. tJY EBT: inp 6/13/45 
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War Refugee Board, 

·; 
Mrs, J, SAMEK 

110-56, 7lst Avenue 
Forest Hills,L.I. 
New York, N.Y. 

Office of the Executive Director 
Washington 25, D.C, 

Gentlemen: 

June 8, 1945, 

In resp~nse to my appeal of December 28, 1944, regarding my daughter 
Miss VERA BARNA, resident of Hungary, I was favored with your reply da­
ted January 5, 1945, informin6 me: 

that your daughter's name has been forwarded to United 
States Missions in Sweden and Switzerland for transmission to 
the governments of these countries, as a person to whom American 

·consuls are authorized to issue a United States immigration 
visa upon appearance at the consular offices," 

Although my daughter had not succeede3 in reaching either country, 
now that according to communication recenti'y received she survived the 
oraeal, I first deem it my duty to express my deepest thankJfor your 
action. While it could not help my daughter immediately it gave me, her 
mother, the finest possible reassurance and encouragement under the 
circumstances then prevailing. 

Together with my daughter I am now confronted with the changed si- l: 
tuation of the present and I onca more take the liberty of turning to 
you for guidance. My daughter still lives in Budapest anx-ious to join 
me here where we would long since have been reunited had Japan's attack 
in the eleventh hour not frustrated the issuance to her of the American 
immigration visa already approved by cable from Washington. 

!dy present respectful inquiry is whether my daughter would be well 
advised to now make attempts to travel to Switzerland and/or Sweden or 
rather wait in Budapest till she can appear at the United States Consula~ 
when reopened in that city with a view to receiving an immigration visa. 

May I again express my profound gratitude for the excellent work 
done by the War Refugee Board, and thank you in advance for assisting 
me further. 

Respectfully 

'11 ·-~.. c ~ " . ~.ti._. A -~.)_,'\I.A'(_/ 
lllrs. J, Samek 
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UAN.5 1945 

~ar 141'1. SUU:1 

fhla vlll aoka•vl•ll&9 reo•lpt et ¥•1&J' l•t'•r •f 
Deoener aa. l94i. . 

la r1p17, l •• 1la4 '' o .. tln U1at ,.ur daqla,•r'• 
aau ha1 bn• fervarded •• f1•U•4 Stat•• Hhll••• la SV.4• aa4 
lhrUHrlaJld. ter tra•1-1Hl•• t• tk• pftnuieah et th"• AU• 
trl .. , a1 a per1.. te wlle• AatrlO&ll oe•ttal• aH auturhe4 •• 
la111• a Ual\•4 state1 lmmlara•~•• •1_ .,, ~-• appear&ao• at th• 
01a1Nlar •ftl•••· ~~ . I 

Mra. J. Saaek, 
llo-56 719' An., 
i'lre1\ Rtll1, L. X., 
llew Y1rk, JI, l • 

{!ligned) J, tl. Pohl@ 

J.w. P•hl•, 
l!lJ:elri\tl .. »lr•~ter. 



... 

•.' 

Mrs. J. Samek nee Ilona Kiraly 
llJ-56 7lst Avenue 
Forest Hills, L.I. N.Y. 

Mr. J. w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
~ashington 25., D.G. 

Dear Mr. Pehle, 

December 28, 1944. 

I am taking the liberty of sending you enclosed c~py 
of a letter I have written to-day to the Departme~ of State, 
Visa Division, concerning my daughter Miss Vera Barna whom, in 
the absence of any ne1vs to the contrary, I must presume as still 
being in Budapest, Hungary. 

I have i..ddressed my original letter to the State D_epart­
ment because at the time of my one anu only consultation with 
Mr. A. Ralph D'Andrea, attorney-at-law, in Newburgh, N.Y., I was 
left with the impression that the petiti~n on behalf of my daugh­
ter would be filed there. On the other hand, Mr.D•Andrea in his 
letter to me uated ~fovember 11 1 1344, and quoted fully in the 
enclosed copy, advises me that the information he is giving me 
was received by him from the Nar Refug_ee Board, and that it is 
likewise from your Board that any further information· or notice 
may be forthcoming. 

My respeciful request in the circumstances is that you 
kinuly aavise me whether anything has been or may be done in 
the matter by the ~ar Refugee Board. 

nith deep appreciation of your courtesy of a reply, I am, 

Yours respectfully 
~L · . . 'h 1 /r 
Y'ifl{A · f; · /';, ~ ~ L'-' e_.{'c{ 1\11, '-',~ v . ~ 

Mrs. J. Samek nee Ilona Kiraly 

I • 

;~;-!>, 

110-56 7lst Ave., Forest Hills, L.I. N.Y. 

enclosure 



co f y 
Mrs. J,Samek nee Ilouu Kiraly 
il0-b6 7lst Avenue. Forest Hillo,L.I. N.Y. 

Docomber 28, 1~44. 

Hon, Departmoot af ~tute 
J,,:;llin!l"ton, D.C. 

Uont.1eILen1 

.ft!'.f..._yD l:l l l .J.li-.!!!l£.!!~-~ 
v 1 !::.!!__!LL!ill~. 

As the m->tner o( tile abJve numed Mib6 Voru BARNA I take tho 
liberty of referring t0 y0ur lotter ->f Novoruber :.:o, 1~41, to my 
attorney Mr.Sidney ~. Uarr->w, New iork, tu tne effect that advisory 
~~~rvval nnu been telegra~hed tJ tne American CJneul ut Budapest, 
llun5,.ry, for tne io~t.<!1ncc of ;;n immi&ratiJn visa. 

Your lotter 1
ti a~to behrD evidence tJ tue unfJrtunate fhct that 

due to dVHnt~ foll->•in, it •nurtly t9e ·~~rovul cume tuo l~te to 
?ermit my daugbter's de~brturR frJm Hun5ury. 

~Jrue muntlla a~o, JD the auv1ce of frianas, I CJnsulted and re­
t"ined Mr. A,hult'h :·•Andrea, att0r·n1y-11t-lo.w, d.:. Second Street, 
li«><bur,;n, N. Y. 1 who ;rnreuant to a t~le..,honio inquiry made by him 
b!BCially ln tni6 case, us~ured ~e ~but he would petition and obtain 
fur my d&ugnter ITatiuingL~n•~ uction tur~ugb tho American Consulutee 
.t '3e,·ne and St..>ci<nvl•u, Sever"l r.e<;:kS later, ~11\U in l"6f!JOfifi6 to my 
urgent raquest Mr. D1 &nurea •rate t0 me under dute of November 11

1 lJ,4 ~. fJi.i.)XSl 

"I am retu1ning uere•iLh tne letter uf Dopartmpnt af &tat• 
~ht~d NJvcmt>er ~8th, 1J41, roferrin~ tJ Mib& Vuz·u Barna. 

"I wlau to infJrm yuu ta~t I OKVa beHn 9dViBed that the aur 
nefa~ee iloard 11~~ td~en ull ~Let's necessary in advisin~ tne 
American C3nhulnteb ~t 8e1ne, ~«it~erland ~nd 5tockh0lm, 
;:;.•0.Jen, tJ ti.e effect t!.&L !Jlis<· th.rn,, i:o e11titled to a visa 
u . .J.:>n ~'Gl',·Jilc.1 ""''"'ranee ctD<.1 t1t1.1t furtnei·. lier name bus been 
-uo*itted t. tno ~•lbs ButnJrities in Hungary as aur pr0teoting 
;liJver in Jr-or LhHt ~te~ci ~a, be taken t0 eVbCUate Misb B,lrna 
Lo neutr.l tor.itory. If hDU ~hen tne ~3r hefugee Board noti­
fleb m.e vf """i <evoL:>;>.ilienti.; in this m&.ttcr I uni.11 be h!l.;Ji'Y 
tJ nu~ify y0u." · 

~inco tl!Dll a:1 -uGvico l1u~ beon received nore turaugh tho hed 
Cr0_5 tn.L mj ~&a~~ter 1 b ~duress in Buaapest nus been changed, bUd 
in~t<'-~u e>f Vl.LI.,~=roL,;, utcu ljiJ - •nich I unueratand Mr, D 1 Ancirea 
-uDmitLe~ in Di. ~etitiou - lb n.Jw1 VIII.,b-l~etvuri utca l.II.36. 

l tnJu,nt it ri 6 l!t to nUb•it toe above &nd would be immensely 
obli5e>d ticin,; L.voreu .>itn your advice .,.,_ueti»er stevs as indicated in 
Mr. L 1 Andrea'~ lotter have been or ma~ oe taken, 

Jh~nKin5 /•U far tna cJurteby of your reply, 

Hespoctfully yours 
.J . .Sf'o/Y\€1( JVEe /i...of\/A 

.l.lJ-56 7lst Ave.,Forebt IlillH 1 L.I. N.Y • 

!.!rs, J, .Samek nee Ilonu Kiraly 

i' 
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