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Dear- Mrs. Sanmek:

I have your letter of June 8, 1945, and am very glad to
know that you have received news that your daughter is alive in
Budapest.

As you perhaps know, the special visa program which was
developed by the Board in colluboration with the Department of State
was aimed principally at obtaining prptection for persons in the
hands of the enemy likely to be victims of persecution, and with the
cegsation of hostilities in Europs, the need for such protection no
longer exists. Since regular immigration matters are not within the
Board's Jurisdiction, it is regretted that it is not in a position
to be of direct assistance with such problems.

However, it is possible that a private organizmation may
be able to assist you in your efforts to arrenge to bring your
daughter to this country. W¥hile I am not informed as to what
imnigration facilities are avallable at the present time, it is
my understanding that a number of private agencigs are qualified
to assist in problems of this nature. I am enclosing a list of such
agencies, and I suggest that you communicate with any one of them
for such help «nd information as they may be able to give you in
this connection.

Very truly yours,
{(FMHened) T3 1 Tenm G Brven

William O'Dwyer
Executive Director

¥rs. Joesph “amel, »vf-—f-"'
110-56, 71lst Avenua, )
Forest Hills, Lon. Island,

New York, Yew York.

Enclosure.
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Mrs. J. SAMEK

110-56, 71lst Avenue
Forest Hills,L.I.
New York, N.Y.

June 8, 1945,

War Refugee Board, i
Office of the Executive Director
Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:

In response to my appeal of December 28, 1944, regarding my daughter
Miss VERA BARNA, resident of Hungary, I was favored with your reply da-
ted January 5, 1945, informing me:

"..... that your daughter's name has been forwarded to United
States Missions in Sweden and Switzerland for transmission to -
the governments of these countries, as a person to whom American
‘consuls are authorized to issue a United States immigration

visa upon appearance at the consular offices.n

Although my daughter had not succeeded in reaching either country, ;
now that according to communication recently received she survived the g
oraeal, I first deem it my duty to expressﬁmy deepest thanksfor your
action. While it could not help my daughter immediately it gave me, her
mother, the finest possible reassurance and encouragement under the
circumstances then prevailing.

Together with my daughter I am now confronted with the changed si-
tuation of the present and I once more take the liberty of turning to
you for guidance. My daughter still lives in Budapest anxious to join
me here where we would long since have been reunited had Japan's attack
in the eleventh hour not frustrated the issuance to her of the American
immigration visa already approved by cable from Washington.

¥y present respectful inquiry is whether my daughter would be well
advised to now meke attempts to travel to Switzerland and/or Sweden or
rather wait in Budapest till she can appear at the United States Consulate
when reopened in that city with a view to receiving an immigration visa.

May I again express my profound gratitude for the excellent work
& done by the War Refugee Board, and thank you in advance for assisting
me further. ’

Respectfully

’T\\ ‘\M,\,&V /gm),nﬁ/

Mrs, J. Samek
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Deay lirs. Samek:

This will ackrevledge raceipt ef yeur lebter of
Decender 28, 19844, .

In raply, I am glad te confirs thad yeur dsughier's
2ane has heem fervarded ts United States Minsions in Sveden and -
Svitzerland fer transuission te the gevernmants of these cennw
tries, 82 & persen to whem American comsuls ars sutherized te
$asue & United States imvigration viss R &ppesrange ab the
asasular effices. ™~

~.

R Very traly yours,
{Aigned) 7, ¥, Pohl

Jo¥, Pohh.
_ Exeoutive Diregter.

- Mra. J. Samek,
. 110-56 71ad Ave.,
: Forsat Hille, L. X.,
Haw Tork, N. Y,

. BAkginttmh 1o3-46 %4
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krs. J. Samek nde Ilona Kiraly
11J-56 71st aAvenue
Forest Hills, L.I. N.Y. December 28, 1944,

Mr, J. W. Pehls, Executive Director
¥ar Refugee Board
Yashington ®5., D.C.

Dear Mr, Pehle,

I am taking the liberty of sending you enclosed copy
of a letter I have written to-day to the Departmeg} of Stats,
Visa Division, concerning my daughter Miss Vera Bdrna whom, in
the absence of any news to the contrary, I must presume as still
being in Budapest, Hungary, ;

I have addressed my original letter to the State Depart-
ment because st the time of By one and only consultation with
Mr., A. Ralph D'Andrsea, attorney-at-law, ?n Newburgh, N.Y., I was
left with the impression that the petitign on behalf of my daugh-~
ter would be filad there. 9On the other hand, Mr.D'Andrea in his
letter to me dGated Jdovember 11, 1344, and quoted fully in the
enclosed copy, advises me that the information he is giving me
¥as received by him from the ¥ar Refugee Board, and that it is
likewise from your Board that any further information or notice
may be forthcoming.

My respecgful request in the circumstances is that you
Kindly advise me whether anything  has been or may be done in
the matter by the Far Refugee Board.

ith deep appreciation of your courtesy of g reply, I am,

Yours respectfully

’ N
" b i
: ; ; ” r )
! _ Wuﬂ-/g ’DhLyS/(Qv_/M,EQ/ TM ’A‘MA}J;
‘ Mrs. J.\S;mek née Ilona Kiraly t
- .
110-56 71st ive., Forest Hills, L,I. N.Y.

enclosure
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Mrs. J.Samek née Iiona Xiraly -
110-86 71st Avenue. Foreost Hills,L.I. N.Y. December 28, 1344,

Hon. Departamsnot of Stute
e dcshington, D.C.
Ref. VD 611,111 Barna, Vera
¥lea bivisign,

uentlemen:

As the motuer of the sbuve numed Miss Vora BAKNA I take the
iiberty of referving to your letter of November Lo, 13dl, to my
attorney dr.Sidney L. Harrow, New York, tu tne effect that advigory
&pFrovsl nuu been telegraghed to tne american Consul ut Budapest,
dungary, for tane issusnce of an immigration visa.

Your lettsrts c:te bears evidence to tue unfortunate fuct that
- due to events following it anortly tae ay.roval cume tuo late to
sermlt ay daughterts depsrture froum Hungary .

Lome monbhs ago, on the suvice of friende, I consulted and re-
tulned Mr. A.huiph “vandresa, atiorn y~at-law, 8o Second Street,
Newburgn, ¥.Y., who pursuant to & taleshonle inguiry made by him
speclally in tonis case, assured me that he would petition and obtain
fur my daughter Wasnington's action tarough the american Consulates
-t 3erne and Stocxnslm. Severzl neeks later, and in resgonse to ny
urgent request Kr, D'Anurea wrote to me under date of November 11,
Ldid s. foliows:s ’

"I am returning aweresith the letter +f Department of Stats
dated Novemover :8th, ld4al, referring to Hiss Vera Barna.

"I wisa Lo inform yosu tuut I aave been advised that the dar
anefugee Board has taxen all steps necescary in advising tae
Amgrican Consulates at Beine, ceitaserland and S5tockholnm,
tecdehl, tv tue ertfect tinat Hise Barne is entitled to a visa
MPOR JerLalud agyearance ana tnat furtner, ner name has been
~Hoxitted tu Lne Swies wutnorities in dungary as our protocting
#u¥8r ln or.er tinst steps aay be btaken to evatuate Miss Burns
Vo sdeutrai teriitsry. If sna when tae dar hefugee Board noti-
o fies me of uny ievelopzents in this matter I sn«ll be Dezpy
2 NOTiry you.® ’

bince bhon an-ucvice hus baees received nere turough the hed
Cro.s to.t my uaugater's wdaress in Buaapest nus been changed, und
lnateaa of VIiil.,B.roLs ubtCa i,y - spich I unuerstand #r, L'Anérea
cubmitted in nl. setition ~ is nowg VIll.,o5.1getvurd utea 1.II.35.

I toougnt it Tight Lo submit tne absve and would be immensely
obliged velng fuvoreu sita your advice wueloer stepe as indicated in
#r. t'andrea's lstier have been or may ve btaken,

Th.nking yau forrtne courtesy of your reply,

.. Respectfully yours
(57”‘{/\1$AMEK Nes oA KIRALY

110-56 71st Ave.,Forest Hills,L.I. H.¥.
Mrs. J, Samek nde Iloma Kiraly




