


JUN 9 - 1945 

Dear Mias Shottena 

Reterenoe is made to l\Y letter of .April 6, 1945, 
requestinjJ that an inqu.Uy concerning the whereabouts and 
weltare o£ Mrs. Bron:la Sparl1ng flnd her daughtor. Erneetina, 
whose last-known addross was o/o Oas, SulechO\'f Poat Kooll1l'IOW, 
near Krakolr, Poland, be f'Ol'nl'ded through taoUities available to you. 

I have Just been intol'llled that Mr. Morrie SperUns 
baa recentl,y received a rej>ort trom ona o£ the welfare agencies 
that as o£ March 1944 a Mr. David Sperling end tllllliq were alive 
and residing at Ho la Street 22, Loda, Po.land. It is believed 
that this llr. David Sperling may be fir. Morris SperJJ.ng•s tether. 

It will be appreciated if :vou can ascertain tOX" us 
whether this Mr .• David Sperling is still alive, a11d if so, 
whether he has aey infw;iiation ooucerning Mrs. Bron1a Sparling 
and Ernestina, the wife and daughter of lb•, Morris Sperling. 

I 
Miss Margaret Shotten 
Chief, Inquiry 11ni't 
American National Red Cross 
Washi.Dgton, D. c. 

EBTowler 

Very truly ;voura, 

(Signed.) William 0 1hyer 
William 0 'Dw,yer 

Executive Director 



JUN 9 - 1945 

Uy dear !ih-. Blooms 

I have your letter of June S, 1945, with further 
reference to the problem of locating Lfrs. Bronia Sperling and 
Ernestina Sperling, tbs wite and daughter of Mr. Morris Sperling 
of New York City. 

There i~ onolosecl a cop)' ot my letter of todf17 tmns .. 
mitting to tho Amtirioan Red Cross the additional in.formation 
given in your letter and requesting that a supplemental inqu1r7 
be sent on the basis of thie information. 

I regret that we have not as yet received a· re~ to 
the original irxluiry sent through Red Cross channels conoerning 
these people. Immediate~ upon receipt of any report in this . · 
connection, it will be forwarded to you. In the iqeantime, Mr. 
Sperling may wish to tq to communicate d:lreotq with Mr. David 
Sperling at the U>dz addreae. I am informed that, except for 
the provinces of Pomorae and KatO'IJioe, postal taoilltiee lll"8 
now available to Poland. 

Honorable Sol Bloom 

Bouse of Representatives 

Enclosure 

EBTowler 

Very truq yOUl'8, 

(Signed) 111111111 O'Dwyer 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

·' 



SOL bLOOM, N. Y., CHAIRMAN 
LUTIU"R A. .JOHNSON, ~. 
JOHN KEE, W. VA. 
JAMES P. RICHARDS, S. C. 
JOSEPH: L. PFEIFER. N. Y. 
F'£TE .JARMAN, ALA. 

W. O. BURGIN, N. C. 
WIRT COURTNEY, TENN. 
THOM"S S. GORDON, 11 .. 1.. 
JOHN s. WOOD, GA. 
EMILY TAFT DOUGLAS. ILL. 

.JOSEFH F. R~, CONN. 
DANIEL '· Fl.O<X>, PA. 

CHARLES A. £ATON, N. '· 
EDI TH N. ROGERS, MASS. 
RObERT D. CHIPERFIELD, IU. 
JOHN M. \'ORYS, OHIO 
KARLE. MUNDT. S. D.V!:. 

BARTEL '· JO.'•.ntMAN, MJCH. 
FRANCES P. BOLTON, OHIO 
'AJ.llES W. WADSWORTH. N. Y. 
CHARLES L GERLA.at, PA. 
l.A\\iRENCE SMITH. WIS. 

SOTO CRAWFORD, CLERK 

Hy dear General O'Dwyer: 

0Inttgr£nn of ±4£ ~nimo ~hrlcn 
<!Immttifue nu Jtf nr.eign J\ffuirs 

Jlfous.e nf ~pr.es.ettbrli&.es 
~11111yitigton 

June 5, 1945. 

·1 
Reference is made to your iette~ to me of April 

?th and April t8th, 1945 in regard tq 1 the efforts made to locate 
Mrs. Bronia Sperling and frnestina Sperling,the wife and 
daughter of Mr. Morris Sperling of New York City. 

Mr. Sperling informs me tr.at he has received a 
renort from one of the welfare agencies that as of March 1944, 
a Mr. David Sperling and family were alive and residing at 
Eo12. Street 22, Lodz, Poland. This Mr. David Spe'rling may be 
Mr. Morris Sperling's father. 

Would it be possible for your Board to institute an 
inquiry as to whether this Mr. David Sperling is still e.live 
and if so, whether he has any information concerning his wife 
and daughter'? Also kindly advise me whether you have received 
any further report in this case since communicating with me on 
April 18th. 

With many thanlrn for your kind attention to this 
matter, I remain 

Brigadier General William 0 1 Dwyer, 
Executive Director, 

_War Refugee Board, 
;::'epartment of the Treasury Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

SB:Dv 



-

APR 18 i%5 

~ dear Mr, Bloom1 

Since my lotter of April 6, 1945, concerning eftorta 
to locate Mrs. Bronia Sperling and Ernestina Sperling, the wife 
and daughter of Mr. Morris Sperling of New York City, I have 
been informed by the Apostolic Delegation in Washington of a 
report from the Vatican that communications with Poland have 
been severed for the time being. 

While there is no indication as to when communications 
may be reBUmed, asBUranoe was given that if conditions ohange 
the request for a report on the whereabouts and welfare of these 
persons will be forwarded to the Holy See, 

The Board has received no reply from the American 
National Red Cross. Any information received will be forwarded 
to you promptly. 

I 
. Honorable Sol Bloom, 

House of Representatives. 

Sincerely yours, 

(!'.\"°"'°''\ .,, >'··'"'' :;11W5''cli 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

~~. EBT-::i,np 4/16/45 
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I 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

! 

1;r dear Mr. Bloom: 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON '25, D. C. 

Since my letter of April 6, 1945, concerning efforts 
to locate Mrs. Bronia Sperling and Ernestina Sperling, the wife 
and daughter of Mr. Morris Sperling of New York City, I have_ 
been informed by the Apostolic Delegation in Washington of a 
report from the Vatican that communications with Poland have 
been severed for the time being. 

While there is no indication as to when communications 
may be resumed, assurance was given that if ·conditions change 
the request for a report on the whereabouts and welfare of these 
persons will be forwarded to the Holy See. Arey i'tiPl;ker :l:nfoxma 
J.:i.et:1 reeetved "il~~· , 

-,P_ ( _, .,,. ,_, -fLv; ~ tu.0 ·'·-"-'-~·"" -J .i..__,_.,. 
"- · ~ /~-•. . Sliice,;,:~~-·,:~~~ (':. , <:'.~•;, ~. -~ 

,.., .·· to ''.ff (~ "- n. u ' ~ .... ~ '\J 

•;T J \ Au .. ·,,·,c1;-,,..,o.> (' --~ .-:!- ~"'-"-·--·~..,; "-<.f·,-•_.(C r;_,12 
~"Ai~-
f' ... , "-- : , -1. -1~' : • ' ~-·-r• ,f{'? William o' Dwyer 
· \ ,. . [ . Exe cu ti ve Director 

Honorable Sol Bloom, 

House of Representatives. 



'UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

THIS NO. SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER 

G-enerE"l ·;;illi2m O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
\•;,c r ?.efuiiee BoP rd 
~eshingt;n 25, D,C, 

3339 MASSACHUSETI'S AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 8, 0. C. 

Anril 12, 1945 

I hP.ve vour letter of Anril 6th, con­
teipinp Fn 1n~uiry '"bout l·!rro, B~onie sJerlir·i" end her daughter, 
ErnestinF, '·"ho "re in PolPnd. 

I ref!ret ".:hPt ju8t in t!'>erop f'Rye 1"e h2Ve received word 
fro:n thP V['tic2n thet co:r.municrtions with Pol2nd have been 
Peverec for t!'le ti:ne, Fnd there is no inc ice ti on 2 s to when 
it :r.ey be Y)OS<'ible t;o resume them. If c'.lnditione ch2nge in I 
t'"e ru~t:re ···e Ph2 1 l be !':'11'0 to forwPrd the reou<>st fo the H0ly 
See. 

With-eenti:r.entp of def'n e8teem, end every r~0d wi~h, I remain 

Ynurs very sincerely, 

e t a r y 

... 

-· 



-
APR 6- l~ 

Dear l.lr. Bloom& 

With reference t.> 8W letter of March 30, 1945~ 
I enclose for youi· information copies or our letters to· 
the American National Red Cross end the Vatican Message 
Service requesting each of those agencies to secure a 
welfare and whereabouts report on the wife and child of 
Mr. "orris Sparling, of New York City. 

Aa soon as a report has ~en secured from 
either source, it will be immediately forwarded to 
your office. 

Honorable ~-01 Bloom, 

Sincerely yours, 

William O'Dwyer 
Exe~utive Director 

House of Representatives. 

~ FH:PJM:inp 4/5/45 (}H----
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OFRCE OF THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

··--· --·····---~==---------·-·-· -----

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OFI THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Heft. Svi Bloom, 

Dear Mr~ Bloo ,1 J ;7 .. , .·~·. ~ .+: ,:,- c(~ 
/<,'3<$ /,. . .;. __ '-"·'-··,·'-""·Wi' t~, · l .·A .• <-·; ii'"·· · ·-"f.~ · · · . 

..a.c..t..-Q.. .. -·\. ... ..? t ~-4.lla,0 J(.,. .;'\l'\""l_,~,. ~-
.A:t.t.a~eti...P..1.9.11.Se e~ . op1es our ·letters 

to the American National Red Cr~~he Vatican 
Message Service whlee aave eee& each of 
those agencies iR a1ae1 'to secure a welt and where-
abouts report on the wife and llhild of Mr. Morris 
Sperling, of New York City. 

As soon as a report has been secured from either 
source, it will be immediately forwarded to your office. 

Sincerely yours, 

William O'Dwyer. 
Executive Director 

<.c?:i:. ;,.,,: . ..-.,,X.-(~.-.:q/ 
u 
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IGieo liarg&i·ot Shot.ten 
iChief, lnqUi:ry Unit 
AmevicP.n Natiollbl RBd Cross 
n~sbin~ton, "· o. 
i.l)' de!U' lilt11J Shot.tone 

r 

It. 111 respcrnt1Ull1 N<.jUOfoitetl tllilt n wol1'11re and wh<tre­
abouts in.,uJ.17 bo forwe.rded through 1:1esn11 ot )'Olli' dlupollol 
on behait· ot ~re. B1-on1e. B1H1rlins 1m11 her dli\lcbto:r. 
El'flestina. They wi:ro eaob born in Krekow, Poland, the 
former on July 10, 1911, ri.nd tlle latter on Jw1e :Z6, 19'16. 
!Jr. S11crling1 now a Unit6d Slates ru+ti.orml. and a reoen'}¥ 
dischllrgud United Sttiteu Hl'.Vioeman, .I.oat t.wrd fl'Olll hie 
wife in 1941. Her last. knowza addl•e<1a was o/o Gao 1 6ulecbo11 
Post Koo&iyrao11'1 non1· K1·akow, Pol.6nd. 

!.Ir. ny,,n ~io info1·roed me that ;you a1·e now sending 
i.uquil'iea ou bohali' of per11ona in PolaJ1d tQ yOVYl ro11reoenta­
t.1ve in ll!oacow for prooellsing. It will be up_preoia.ted it 
you 'l'ill di,·ect this inquicy to yau1• Ur. l3h1tk and :regard 
tile r.ar liefu&cie Boa1"'d in tnl& irmtanoe 11.11 the iuqUiror. 

V1·ry truly yuill';91 

O;Me1i 
i1'1-ia!D lSigned) VJ 

ilillid OIJ)l'l,Yel' 
Execu~ive llil'oot.or 

J 



... 

·r1~ Rt. hev. :.lsgr. Jo1>1;ph !icSJ:.ae 
Apo13tolic Delei;.ttlon 
3339 t.!asa&chusetta Avenue · 
Wi.;sllington, 1'. c. 

APR 6- 1945 

It will bu i.pp2·ecintea if yog Wil.l direct b welt'nn1 aml 
•herE!abouta in(1Ulry concernitig r.11·11. ni·onin Sperling and beir 
citugher, Z:rnestina. Tl~ wen ei.ch boni in Krakow,· Polilnd, the 
former on Ju.1,y ld, 19li, and tho latt~r on June 26, 1926. 
Mr. Spe1•ling, t.he inqUirer, in a United Stutes ootional and a 
recently disobarb10d United Stataa serviceman. 

~'he Ak?erican N11t.iona,1. hod C.ros.£ has been requested to 
riin;ot a welfe.ul 1mu where-11bouti; in;_,ui:cy, but be;cauee oi' the 
unsat.lil1'actory rel.ntion1Jbip that ex.Lats bfltween the l\ussien 
Govern~cut and the Internat.!.ona.l Co~~ittee of the Red t'roae, 
this fomula dat.E; ucl. ;;roraise to be: 2ucccsia!'ul 'l>'be1·e11.s I believe 
the Vatican ;,:r,:;:s,.;.s Service> llliu frov~d itsallf rooro auCCCiBS.ful 
in such cou11tri<i1J us Polllllu. It will bu K•f..PI'flciat.ed if you will 
regltra tho flnr ilofugee Board 111 this insti:t.nce 11& the inc;uirer • 

[,\_,\I-.,) 
0'¥{ I!\\ 

PJuecormack:ar 4/3/45 

Vc171 truly yours, 

(Signed) l'lilHam 0'1l 
W.Ve11 

\'11lli6Jll o•rmyer 
!JteQ!itive Dire~or 



... 

ttarch 30, 1945 

Sol 'lloom, 

Hounc of 'leµrosentutivos. 

nn µlensed t0 ncknovladge your lettor of Hll.l'eh :m, 
ret;arding a welfl'..rc and whereal;outs inquiry on the 1Jifo and 
ti.augl1tor of :•r. Horrh Sperling of ){e11 York Cit;y-. 

A MO>Jber of ~lY staff h:u.i truked with your soc1•otary 
and OX!>leined what a"penra to us to bo the best J'Oll~iblc 
so,u•ce of diroeting this inquiry, ntllilely the Vatican lf.os3ec;o 
Snrvi.ce. Your seorotnry indicated tlu:it shn will obtain n(l­
di tional identifying 1nfor·•f1t1on on Hrs. 3'perling and her 
<~11ughter mid upon receipt of this information, 1.'e will 
''iroct t'cis inouiry to the Aµostolic Delegate• s office in 
Washington. 

PMCCormackive 
3/30/45 

Sincorcl7 :ro·.1rs, 

Willi mi O 1 Dwyer 
Rxocutivo Director 
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March a9, 1945. 

My dear General O'Dwyer: 
i / 

One of my constituents, Nr. Morrie Sperling of 230 West 
97th Street, New York City, an American citizen who was recentl;y 
honorably discharged from the Arm;y, has asked me to try and obtain 
information for him concerning the)'lelfare and)"hereaboute of hie 
wife and daughter, Mrs. Bronia Sperling and Ernestina, born June 26, 
1936. When last heard from, their address was c/o Gas, Sulechow Post 
Kocmyrzow, near Krakow, Poland. 

I ehould appreciate being advised if it will be possible to 
institute an inquiry to obtain this information. 

Sincerely yours, 

Brig. Gen. William O'Dwyer, Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington. D.C. 

SB:Cn 


