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Dr. Clara Torda Weiss 
Cornell University Medical College 
The Uew York Hospital 
525 East 68th Street 
Room F-.368 
New York, Hew York 

Dei.1• Dr. Weiss: 

MAR 2- 1945 

Tllie Will acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 24. 1945. 

In reply I wish to inform you that the name!.' of Helen and Joseph 
Torda were transmitted to the u.s. 1111.saion in Switzerl6nd. on December 30

1 1944t as persons to whom Aaerioen Consu.lates abroad are authorized to 
issue immigration visas.. The u.s. miasion in Switzerland was req\lested 
to transmit this infomation to the Swiss autboritiea for coll11llunication 
to the German Government with a view to insuring that YO\U' parenta be 
placed on the list of those eligible for exchange with a view to afford
ing them protection pending their release by Germany. 

The Board does not J..'Oasess information whether your parents have 
been found in .the liberated parts of Hungary, anti it is not expected 
that suoh information would rec.ch the Board in the near fl:lture. Shouid 
your parents be found in liberated territory, further consideration of 
the rne.tter of their imraigrntion to the United States tro\11d rest With tlut 
Deparm.ent of State. On the other hand, ahould your pnrente be in 
German-occupied territory, it is hoped that the protective measure re
ferred to above will-result in a certain measure of protection and in 
their eventual release by German authorities. 

Very truly.yours, 

Willi.alll o• Dwyer 
Executive Director 
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CORNELL UNIVERSITY M~Q..ICAL Q._OJ.LIDE · 

THE SOCIETY OF THE .NEW YORK HOSPITAL 

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL 
68th tc 7111 Struti, Yori: Avenue to EHt River 

THE NEW YOll:K HOSPITAL - Wntche1tu Division 
White Pbins, N Y 

Created hy Royal Charter 

Jmw 13th. lip 

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL 
525 Eut 681h Street 

New York, N. Y. 
Room -F-368 

T£111:phone - ~Egent 4.(5()()() 

February 24,1945 

Mr.J.W.Pehle,Executive Director 
Executive Office of the President 
War Refugee Board 
Washington,25,D.c. 

Dear Sir: 

File number: ~-o-!::>-

I would be very grateful f it would be possible fqr you 
to ait my parents to reach America at an early date. 

,,. 
My application for a non-quota immigration visa for my 

parents was approved by the Justice Department (see enclosed 
document) and the Department of State (File number: VD 811.111 
Torda,Joseph). 

I . 
The National Refugee Board ,New York informed me that 

the War Refugee Board of the President has a Rescue Committee 
that is compiling a list of those people who received this 
non-quota immigration visa to aid them to reach America as soon 
as circumstances permit. I would be very grateful if you would 
include the name of my parents in this list. 

I 

My1 parents are: Joseph Torda,liorn:Dec.10,1874,Budapest, 
Hungary; Helen Torda 1nee Varga, born: March 10

1
1888,Ersekosanad, 

Hungary.Last address:Nador-utca 19,Budapest,Hungary (received 
by Red Cross message mailed from Hungary in July,1944). 

I, Clara Torda Weiss, em an Ameri_aan 
and research worker, a member of the staff/.Of 
Medical College.My husband, Walter Ira Weiss, 
by birth, a veteran of the present war. 

citizen, a physician 
the Cornell University 
is an American citizen 

I 
I will be sincerely grateful to you for any assistance you 

may give my parents in this.matter. 

Respectfulry yours, 
•. . J • 

ct o..r< o.. T a-Y.ol ~ u -t..<Ah. 

Clara Torda Weiss,M.D.,Ph.D. 

One enclosure 

! 
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U .S-&DE?.l.?Tk'.Rl\"T OF JU::,1'ICE 
\ 

I:.'.l.'.IG~TION AND NATUR.U.!ZATION SERVICE 

Philadelphia, 2 

December 16,1944 

Dr.Clara T.Weiss 
1359 York Avehue 
New York,21,N.Y. 

My dear Dr. Weiss: 

File number: 
V-3126.all 

Clara Torda Weiss 
V/P&.PXU 

Reference is made to your 
issuance of imnugration visa in 
Joseph and Helen Torda. 

f 
nerly executed petition 
benalf of your parents, 

for 

The records of this office show that on September 9~ 
1944, a visa petition, executed by you in behal'f of your 
parents, was approved and forwarded to the Department of 
State on September 18, 1944, for transmittal to the American 
Consul nearest to the place of residence of your parents. 
As the present petition indicates that your parents have 
not been in the United States subsequently to the approval 
of the first petition~ the authorization appears to be 
outstanding and action on the new petition is regarded as 
unnecessary. 

The financial evidence submitted has been forwarded 
to the Department of State. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph Savoretti, Acting Commissioner 
By T.B. Shoemaker, Assistant Commissioner 

I hereby declare under oath that this is a true copy of the letter 
of the u.s.Department of Justice to me,Clara Torda Weiss. 

CJ.0v-. "\.,.... ol <>.. c.J uA,., 
Clara Torda Weiss 

Sworn to and'\ sub-Scribed before me th1~/ day of February, 1945 
' I~ fl ' . / 

.-'-?\J S(&i(,\.~ 

· :m.1? 

,.. 



Clara Torda Weiss,M.D. 
AFTER :S DAYS RETURN TO 

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL 
525 EAST 6BTH STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Room F-368 

N.ir .J .w .Pehi-.t~, Ex:ecuti ve Director 

Ex:ecutive Office of -the President 

REGl~'f £RED 
272629 

··• 

War Refugee Board 

Washington,25,D.c. 

- -~~---~-~-- ~--
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607 
W.R.8. __ _ 

THE SOCIETY OF THE NE* YoRK HOSPITAL 
Filing Authoritfl 
To: Files 

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL 
6Sth to 71n Struts, Yori.: Avenue to E.nt River 

THE NEW YOR.K HOSPITAL • Wcttchtstu Division 
White Pl11ins. N. Y. 

Created hy Royal chLrter 

Juno 13th, IHI! 

April ".7 ,1944 

... - J . ., • ' ] p... t. '). t .. T., .,re: e,~-"-ecu ive ;lrPc or
1
1 

~ ~ . Off. f t 1 '" • -1 t -~ccu.ivc ice o ~e .rcs1~ef 

"fer ~efuree Board l 
:·in shi ~:.r:ton, D .6. 

Jeer -:ir: 

A11s. -·---J
No. Ans R~. L_. 
l11i1ial~ 

THE NEW YO!llj,h18>E.ITAL ;;;.~,;-;· 
525 Eut ~'rt~ctt "-1.J ~ 

New York, N. Y. 

T ch:phont ~ REecnt -4-6000 

Thank you very ruch fo~ your letters 483 and 505. 

'I 1·rould be very threnkful if the ·:~-·c nf "'Y perents could be 

i~cluded i~ any f~t~re re~ister of -prsons to be chocsen to 

be transr-orten fror~ the countries occuried by the Faz is. 

I would bf' vcr:· crateful for any advicP or help if' this !'.latter. 

t'hnn'.: :-'OU ever so :··.uch for :.•.:;ur kindness i:~ the pnst. 

,. 

Resrectfully yours, 

u.. CiV'(" (;\-\ ;"'{<A_"- 0 ~.I 
Clara Torda '.'leiss ,1'. '). 



In reply please 
refer to1 605 

APR 18 1944 

Dear Dr. Weis at 

I ha.Te 7our letter of Aprll 10 1 1944, · 
requee\ing the a11l1\a.noe of the Uar Refugee Board 
in brinlJlng yout" parent• to thle oountey from Hungary. 

I am encloaing a copy ot our lettar ot 
April 15, 1944, to 10ur husband, concerning thil prob
le•, I hope that the liet ct private organi10tion1 
which we eno1oeed with our letter to him will be ot tome 
help to you. · 

Dr. Clara Torda Weig,_ 
1359 York A•enue;
Bew York 21 1 Nev York. 

, 

I. If, Pehle 
EsecutlTe Dlreotor 

... 
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./ /-/"n!J liuthorit· =ummllllll 
THE SOCIETY OF THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL/es ii 

THE NEW YORK HOSPIT Al 

Created hy Royal Ch;rtcr 

June 13th, 1771 · 

April 10,1944 

;,'.~.3A:~;:···8;-q················· ........ ___ _ 
Initial '--·----·--

THEDift¥1 Yo"RK Ho"'-s'°Piii1f'"A:rc---
s25 ~st &Btn Siftet 68th to 7ht Strech, Yorl Avenue to E.ut Rivu New Yorlc, N. Y. 

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL· Wc:stthcuc,-Division 

White Pl~ins, N. Y Telephone· REe<nt .f-6000 

Mr.J. W .Pehla, 
War Refugee Board,R 288 1/2 
Treasury Building 
Wa~ington,D.C. 

Dear Sir: I 
I would greatly appreciate anf help you could. offer me to bring 

my parents to this Country. They are Hungarian citizens by birth and are 
still living in Hungary. If they remain there,! am sure that they will be 
killed, PleaBe try to help them to come over or at least to leave the 
countries occupied by the Germans. I am very willing to pay all the 
expenses incurred. 

My data are: 

Respectfully yours, 

0.v..'- T cnclc... w UM 
Clara Torda Weiss,M,D. 

Clara Torda Weiss,M.D. ,Staff mamber of the Cornell University Medical College 
Citizenship: American 
Address:l559 York Ave,New York City,21,N.Y. 

My.husband: 

Walter Ira Weiss,Veteran of the present war 
Citizenship: American by birth 
Address:l559 York Ave~N.Y.City1 21 1 N.Y. 

Birthplace: Budapest,Hungary 
Citizenship: Hungarian 
Address:Nador-utca l9,Budapest,51Hungary 

Torda,Helen(Var.$R) Birthplace: Ersekcsanad-~Bungary 
Citizenship1Hungarian · 
Address: Nador-utca 19,Budapest,5,Hungary 

l 



In npl7 pleaee 
rifer to: 483 

Deu Kr. lftllll 

APR 15 1944 

Your letter of Karch 30, 1944, to '111 Pte1ld1nt, 
oonoernlng th• po111b111'7 of rtlOU1ng 1our u1fe'e parent• 
tro• lludap11t 1 Hungaq. ha1 been referred to u, 

tour concern tor the 1afet7 of 7our wlte•a parent• 
•est• wl th the tull11t 1ppatq of the .Board. I am aura JOU 
vlll UJ\der1t1U1d, howeter 1 that the taak ot the Board lo so great 
thnt, of neoeaa1'T, it cannot deal vUb problo1H 11•1'•4 to 
retaulng 07 apeoltlo lndi 't'ldual.1. !Jlha W1.3r Refugee Boud 11 
directing Ullltlnte4 eftortt to the eolut18n of the problent 
preolpltated by recent developaients, and l aseure 1ou that 
eYerythlng in lt1 power vlll be done h reaaue and laYe the 
vlotlas ot ene117 per1eautlon who are ln l .. lnent daager of 
death. 

I 1ugge1t tllat you 11187 vlah to ref er 70111" problea 
to a prhate organhaUon. fhere 1_1 &lloleted a lilt of IOU 
of the organllaUona which 1 am adTllad mq. be ln a pGeltlon: 
to b1 of acme help to you. · 

ltr. waiter l. Wales, 
1359 fork Annue. 
Bev Tork 21. lw ton .• 

Yeey t1'1117 your•, 

I, w1 Jlehla 
~•outiv• Dt:reotor 



STANIU.RD FORM NO.. 6.f. 

Office Memorandum ! 
UNirED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO WAR REFUGEE BOARD - Mr, Mann 
DATE: April 7, 1944 

FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD - Mr, Warren 

SUBJECT: 

Herewith is a letter from \'!alter I. Vlei/a, dated March 30, 

1944, referred by the White House, which I believe you will 

wish to answer, 

WRB:GLW: OMH 

J 
-f 
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