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The Feuadoran .t".nistrv for 1-orcign Affairs, i

replying to the zide ncnoire of the imbassy of the United o

States dated sugust 19, reiterztes its intention of not
declering invelid passports grented illegelly -hile
they mey serve to proteét the lifc end rroperty of +heir
. holders but (reitomtcs) that thesc rersons ere not
thereby avthorized to enter Leundor. UINUOIE

Pending further setio ‘tlcusc: try to make .
usc cf above to ensure pror by Leuadoren consulate
and Swiss governnent in. defcnse of: holdera of Lcuadorcan
-docuncnts, . - . , .

3. ith reference to last rb;ragraph of your 6469 of - .
Ehpbddbaot?9:48 focdif@ibudiddponirreduesthyredotddngulihnpdbfes -
as implying & request to representikeuvedor in llungary to ‘tho
extent stated, and have adopted procedure enalogous to that =
doseribed in your 6219 of Sopterber 20. Derartrent!s 2,1,90;
of July 21 iter six applics to this case, L

4. 3y note of iugust 14 Haitian Forciaen lidnistry inf‘ormed‘ R

Amembessy thet the following note hes been sent on Auguqt 1
to Haitdan lepation Derns

QUOTE Rci‘orrinn to ceble'vram of tho 31st of July - .
pPlease ask Federal Governmcnt to communicate the. follc'ling
deeleration. to the German Governmont: - 'Heving learried that-
the following Fersons, nemcly, Abrehen Herger, kugenia
Berger, lLeon ,.uszvnski end 1ili iuszynski, hoiders of:
rassrorts delivered in the namc of Heiti, have been -~~~
removed by “the Germen authorities from the. eivilien-
internment camp at Vittel to an uninown destination, the -
. Haitlsn Govornment protests energetically ageinst the o
treatment inflicted vpon the-above=nentioned rersons,:
STOP  The Haitlan Govornment urgently esks ‘for infor
mation concorning théir address end their health.znd
expeots their immediate trensfer to a eivilian intomment
camp vherc they would be easily availeble for exchehge - -~
and vhore, in auait:mg this exchahge, they will te placed ,
under the supervision of the Protecting Pover- and the
Intornational Red Cross. STOP., The laitien Government:
also declares het 1t will not perrit- that Gortia ’
in doubt the validity of any documents delivore
nare and that it expects that the Germen overnnen!
111 secord the holders of these ddciments the’ sam
treatrent vhich the German Governmont exrects to
-for its nationels in- the estern’ .Iem*sphere.
':..ne.ll*,r, the daltian Governx ‘ent- reser 1
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. ’ : -3 . i}‘ . _
i 5. -=ith reference to your 5281 oi‘ai\u;gust 14; the . following:

note from Cuban ilnistry of State was reedived by Amembassy i

on Septenber 19: , ) N

L
SUOTE Although the data on Gelernter cre not

it sufficiont to enable a quick seerch,-since it is a .
humenitarian ratter the Government of Cuba desires to
avail itself of the good offices of the Government of -
the United States.of America to the end that all possible - -
protection be given; > tor through the means vhich .. o
the ilorth inerican:Govert ‘uses in similar cases, - T
The 'inistry 7ill continue the investipation started. in -
the Departnent’of Citizenship and Immipration in ordey -
to verify the exactness of ‘the informetion and the -

_Embassy will be duly informed,. UNIYOTE,

Flease take appropriate action. :

6. Uith reference to your 6524 of Septenber 30, plegise, E
extress to Swiss authorities this Governrent's appreciation - :

of their action in conveying to Hungarian, officlals the so8sage- [
referred to thorein, : T

. -
T
. THIS S VKB GABIE 70 MK 30, 213. o
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" ce: Lilss Chauncey (for the Sec 'y).varahamsor;,n'm{zig,f ok
Friedman, Gaston, Hodel, Iefsser? Jarks, {annon, N¢




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
v ) .
American Legét19n. Bern

Secrefary of State, Washington
.September 30, 1944

6524
£

Reference is made in- the fallowing t0 the Department's
September 21 teldgram No. 3255,

The Legation wishds to report in aomnection with second
paragraph of message referred to ahove that, in accordance,,
with instructions of the Department, it comfnicated ta Ipter~
cross by letter the substance of numbered paragraphs. one &nd
two of the Department's August 19 cadle No, 2863, numberdd
paragraph three thersof to swiss Foreign Office for communi-
cation to the.authorities of Hungary, The reply which:Interw
cross made to Legation’s letter is summarized in Legation's
September 3 cable No, 5796,  According to Swiss note dated
September 26 the Swiss Budapest Legation communicated- to the
Hungarian Government the substance of numbered paragravh .3 -
of Department's telegram No, 2863, on the 6th of September, _
On the same date Hungerian Government wes also. advised by
said Legation of substence of paragreph two under numberéd
section one of August 23 cable Mo, 2900 from the Depertment.

. The Wilner Case mentioned in last paragrenh of Department's -
cable under reference, which wes also the subgect ‘of ‘Department?’s
September 2 cable No, 3038, is being taken up with Swiss authori~ 't
ties again by Legation, If cases involving 1nd1viduals who ’
cleim U, S. nationality were made the subject of separate
instructions from the Department it would be most helpful o
to us., PR

HARRISON

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec! y) Abrahamson, Akzin, Cohn Drury, DdBo L8,
Friednan, Gaston, Hodel. Laughlin, Lesser. Msrks, Mannon. I
Files, Pehle. . -













September 12, 1944
MEMORANDUN FOR THE FILES

The purpose of the attached draft of = cable is to safeguard
the 1ife of Chil-Fenryk Wilner, born December 17, 1907 in Poland,
reperted to be the son and brother of American citizens and, in
view of the reperted naturalizetion of his father, David Wilner,
to possess some prime facie cleim to U. S. citizenship. His
fether's raturelizaticn certificate nunber 2310860 is said to .
have been issued by the U. S. District Court inNew York., David
Wilner has alsc beer issued & U. S. passport N°T 3433,

It is not progosed that #his cleim be investigated by the Depart-
ment of State, lLowever speedily this could be done, prior to com—
muricating with our legation at Bern. On the contrary, it is pro-
posed that the cuble be sent immediately and the investigation should
follow. Should the investigaticn lead to negative results, it is
expected, of course, that in line with our repested requests to the
other American republics, this Government wo-1ld not communicate such
results to Switzeriand while the claiment's life ig in Jeopardy at
the hands of the enemy.

The oniy difference between the procedure Lerein envisaged and
the cre proviced in Depurtnent's 1269 to Bern of April 13, 1944, con-
siste in the request that the Swise government advige the Germsn
autiorities of Wilner's status &5 cleimant to U. S. citizenship under
investigation by the Department, without waiting for an inguiry from -
the German authorities, This deperture is believed justified in view
of tre fact that German authorities in the camp of Belsen-Bergen have
been krown in the past to pass on cleims of internees to foreign
citizership without making inquiries of the governments concerned, and, -
tron having denied such claims, to deport such internees to death cemps
in the Fest. The U. S. Minister st Bern is invited, hovever, to
exercise his discretion with due regard to the effect which such
mitative may have on the fate of other internees at Belsen-Bergen
on whose behalf N9 such initiative has been taken.
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i
BERURANDYS FOR THi FILER

woost of bug sbineied drd't of o ocabic Ls bo valdpaard
the wite of Henvyk Wilnew, burn) Dacember .7, 19Uz in Poland,
resortsd to Ly the gon snnd bx‘omner of Americun oiltinens uud, in
vigr of whe rojried naturalizstlon of nls father, David ,ﬂj,ln\er,
te poaceas gome prl sohe cladn tulUs 8. citizensiip, Hig
: 5 hsiurails .n.s. certiflionte: hucbor 3LUBOG 1p suld o
boen issaed by the U. Se DretrlE Court in Hew Yorke David
(M,,zn fus elso been issued b Us - S faagort Reo. )/,33.

It i w0t @oioded et Bils oliin be mvcuu‘\;at.cd by me Deyarb—
went i bty mduuar gpecdily Whle gouid be Jdong, prier - eomps
sunlesting with our leyntion 4t Berne  On She contrary, 1% Lo Pro-
pused Unsb bhe cuble Do sond Imsedaletely sna bhe investigelida should
foilowe  #hould tse luvestigation lesd t0 nege. fve vesuils, 46 ia

tod; of vourse, Lhat in line wlth our repeaisd rejuests to the

T Americun yepubiles, thkls Govermment vo. 1d net. copeaplonbe stigh
resulis to Switaeriamd while toe cmi(m. Wiz 1ife in in J(U}Jd),"{:y ﬂt.
the Lands of the eneny.

The ong alifeérsncs betdeon the Procedure LereLn }azs,‘.“':ﬁg’(ﬁ (310
the ane Jka&z in Pegwrtmentts 3269 Lo Bern of April 13, 1944, aon-
sisty 1a ine reuest thav the Swlop govermment advise bhe Gurmas
mritfes of Bllgerts sludis as clbizent to Us 8¢ cltlognaniy under
Sinvestigation W bVhe Depavrbuent, sitboul wailing Lfor an iy }
the Gexman asthorities. This uet;urt\.ka is believed jumjxnad in view
of the Lat, shat German aadthorities ’(.hla g of Belaszx-—aerwn nave
Besn o in the pest too par
citizenist i t muKing Lng uar ¢
wpoh GRVing t.a.nle.u Buch c\.a.lsa.;, o depard x)u:m L SLernges o uwl,h ux, pfs
in uhe Eash, The Ue S. Minlster at Bern ie invited, however, to
excreise his alseretion wish due regsrd to the wileet whivh such
ididighive may nave on the fube of obtber lalernves ab Buavn%ar"
on whode behalif ng: such in.\qi.,u.vc by bern tm.isn.




September 4, 1944

'
Dear Mr. uwise: -
degarding our last conversation, I would like to give you the reasons
¥y I ask you to tuke up once mOTe ‘my brother's case with. the sar
aefugee Board, B T -

a8 I learned lately from the Palestinians wnd arrived with an exéﬁéngé

transport from Bergenbelzen .to PaleSﬁine. In@ernees are constantly -
deported in groups from’Bergenbelzen to' be killled, -unless one obtaing
protection &s an American Internee by the Swiss Protective Power and

as a result is transferred to an establishedr;merican Camp, .~ .

My orother is still slive at that Cainp und 1s! the only V.S, internee’
=mong the South American Internees there. His 1ife hangs vy a thréad’ "

Besides that eny day ne misht be'dénorteq. he suffers from théfhorfible
conditions at that cmsp thet mekes his evistence impossivle, .- -

as I told you,Mr. iise, alresdy my brotner had to oe executed as a Jew- -
0y the Jermans and due to the statement I sent to him, signed by the™ . :
Jerman authorities at my Camp Lietensu thet I possess the Orizinal

Citizenskic Document of my father end I stated that ne- is the son off n
an Azerican fatoer, he was not executed but.considered vy the Yerman -
wtnorities as an America (U.S.4.) Internee and sent to Bergenbelzen; -

Since ne is recognize d alréady by the Germsn authorities as'a.U.é,A,'*
internee due to the mere, true fact that he is the son of -an American - :
citizen, his life depends now only uvon word ‘from the  State Department .= -

~4o the Swiss Legation Powers A& letter to the Swiss Legation,;Protective
Powér ziving nin protection as sn C.5.4. Internee can-save his life. Tre
dermén Autnorities after being notified by the Protective Power thai Y
orotner is given protection as a U.S5.4, Intexnes would recognize hinm'a
sucn one #nd fnus my Drotner could pe sav o - :

notified to give protection if inquiry'is”made—by the German Autrorities, .
i would like to erplain that this ‘does ‘not concern cases Tike my orothers

voncerning the letter you told me about -thit-the Swiss Legationiwas;

out do nelo tnose internees kept at estacliShed camps.

{re derman autuorities send nnéurvies';o*théVSwiss.BrgtﬁgtiVQ—PowEr,c

cerring only U.3.A. internees: kept at’ establisned I Fernment . Camps ‘a
naturally life of tnose depend then upon word frow the Protec

ger
<caxp out a boncentratign,cgmp'_ Concerning U,8 4, 4 r ;
camps no inouiry is made:oy. th German authorities bt "vermsniauthor
ties should be notified by the Swiss Legation, Protective Power -im Berl
that my orother, Chil-Henryk Wilner is a U.8.A. Internée and protéction
is given him as such' oné, The Jerman sutiorities would ‘treat-n

accordingly and taus.he could ve saved,




H
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5
I, myself was hlterned as a U S.4. internee for two years and wag
xept in different German camps and therefore learned ho\. such cases
are nandled by: the uer'n*ns. . -

I, 'nyseli ‘mow cases that SOme 1nternegs were transferred from concen-

tration camps to an establishned camp after the derman suthoritises. were
notified by the Swiss Leratlon Power that Protection is 51ven -0 those
Internees, - . i— - : - L .

I would like to. underhne that the bwiss Protectwe Power S.L\O'Llld not.
put my vrother in a doubtful position ‘so as to convince theé .German
aubiorities adout my ordtheris protection as a.U.S.4. internee. ' This’
is very important, ' S ’

I asve faitn that you, Mr. ..1se, will rxelp me to szve the life of tie -
only remaining mewoer of ay family. I éxpress my deepest O‘ratltude ’
for everything you do for ame, :

_Very sincerely yours,

Halina Steinlauf .
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April 3, 1944

Mr. Jonn if. Pehle
Assistant to the Secretary
Treasury Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

o m——

May I reguest the good offices of the War Refugee Board
on behalf of the men of whom I spoke to you the other day.
These are the facts: ) ’

Cnil-Henryk ﬂilner, born December 17, 1902 in Poland,
is now interned at Bergenbelzen bei Hanower, bei Celle,
Germeny for further investigation.

v
Father, Dsvid Wilner, was a-United States citizen,
Citizenship Certificate No., 2310860, Passport No, 3433.
v
His sister, Halina Szte jnlauf, United States Citizen,
was repatriated in March on the Gripsholm from the
1nternment camp in Vittel,

His sister sent the following statement from the Concentra~

.tion Camp on behalf of her brother in order to prevent his

being sent to Poland end a2lmost certa1n death:

"It is herewith stated that Halina Wilner-Szte jnlauf, the
U.S.4, internee, has in her possession the original docu-
ment of the U.S5.4. citizenship of her father, David Wilner,
The above mentioned citizenship certificate was issued in R
the United States District Court, Bastern District of New
York under ¥o. 2310860.

“I'nis statement is made in order to. sent 1t to Chil vel
Henryk Wilner, who is the brother of the above mentioned,_
interned american cltizen. R

- Stabszahlmeister .
. (signature indlstinﬂuishable)

Internment Cemp Liebenan April <8, 1943

"Seal - Reservelazarstt, Ravensburg
Internment Camp Lieoenan“




Mr., Jonn w, Pehle . . ., . , Page 2 April 3, 1944

It is now recuested:

1. That the Swiss Legation, Protective Power, Berlin,
Pariser Platz 2{ be notified that.Chil-Henryk Wil-
ner be consider%d on American citizen until investi-
zation be compl?ted.

<. Thet the 3Swiss Legstion be reguested to transfer
Chil-Henryk Wilner from Camp Bergenbelzen (one of
the most notorious of the concentration camps) to
& regular internment camp where Americans are neld.

3. Inat the United States State Department be requested
to put the name of Chil-Henryk #ilner on the exchange
transport list to the United States of America.

I am convineced, from talking to the sister of Mr. iilner
tuat nis survival depends upon the sction outlined above,
and I should pe profoundly grateful for any action you can
take =t the earliest possible moment in his behalf,

JuL




