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Nov 19 1944

Dear Hiss Armstrongi ‘

President Roosevelt has referred to me your letter of
Octobsr 21, 1944, coricerning the fate of the Jowish people in
Europe.

Since 1ts creation on January 22, the Board has worked
with other governments ready to cooperate in saving the lives of
innooent persona at the mercy of the Nazls and with established
private orgenisations engaged in refuges and velief mctivities.
We have solicited snd rsceived suggestions from meny sources,
and in every instance where 1t wae at all possible or practicable
to do so these suggestions have been developed into programe
designed to help in effectuating this Qovernment's avowed
huranitarian polisy.

While the steps by whioh we have sought and are seeking
to attain our objeetives cannot, for obvious reasons, be described
in detail, the approachos are direated to agsloting persona to
escape from enemy-ocoupied territery, to finding havens of refuge
for them, to obtaining protection for and bettsr trestment of thoge
for whom eacape 1s not poasible, to inducing the satellites to
desist from cooperation in the Nesl policy of extermination of
oinority peoples, and to forestalling the Nasis themselves from
further campaigns of persecution and extermination of their victins,
Special representatives are stationed in atrategic countries to
asslst in the effective execution of the Board's progras,

In conneotion with the matter of havens for refugeee, you
will be mtex]eabed in the enclosed documents deaoribing the establish~
. ment of an Fmergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Untario, Hew York,
where 982 refugees are being cared for until they can be returned
to their own countries at the end of the war. In eddition to the
- shelter at Fort Ontario, & number of othex‘ffaojzlities have been

arranged to receive refugees., These inelude Camp Harechal Lysutey .
near Casablanca, a newly established shelter in Tripolitania, and -
expanded refugee camps in the M¥sditerrancen area. In general, and
insofar as circumstances permit, efforis sre made to caye- for
refugees in places as near to their homelsnds ag posaible, -




Thank you for your interest in the fate of these
persecuted people. I assure you that we will continue to do
everything in our power to realize the objectives which prompted

. the formation of the War Refugee Board. ’

i Very truly yours ’

i
raypnadl 3. . Pchid

J. V. Pehle
Executive Director

Miss Nellle C. Armstrong,
414 Hodgson Street,
Oxford, Pennsylvania,

Enclosures.
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