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In reply please
refer to: 4M

/ w @KBEntchionmxagr

APR 15 1944

Dsar Mise Bernntein: !

I have your letter of April 1, 1944, and
i%s enclosure, concerning Jowieh refugees in Zurope,

Fhe interest which you have shown in the
refugee prodlen is appreolated. I assure you that
the War Refuges Board is doing everything in ite
povar to provide speedy and effeidtive rescue programs
to aave the porsscuted minorities of Europe who are .
in imminent danger of desth,

- Yery truly yours,

[Qipnad) J, 9, Betls

d, W, Pehle
RExecutive Director

Hise Roslyn Bernstetn,
690 7%, Washington ve, ,

New York, New York,

41444



April 1, %944

{ Miliss Roslyn Bernstein

' 690 Ft. Washington Ave.

| New York, N. Y,

| 471

e i Ty i
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John W, Pehle, Bxec. Diresctor o
War Refugee Board
Washington, D. C. B

My dear Sir: ' fio,

ff .

4s a private citizen and a good Jew, I appeal to you tone§ ?p Igr—————
that Jewish refugees who cannot be admitted to Palesti gfﬁﬁnr““=mvvmmmmm
at jleast be allowed temporary passage through Palestine to
North Africa, where they will be fed, clothed, and hospitalized -
by a Jewish agency and your board in cooperation with the .
{nterqational Red Cross, if possible., As a Jew, I hate to see
the Balfour promise reppdiated, especlally at this dangerous-
hour, but I am realisti/o, If our humane President opposes -
condenmation of the White Paper at this time, there must be :
sound military reasons, The Arab people’ do not have-any conceivable
grievande against Zionism, but the princes and potentates who :
control them are both envious and fearful of the industrial
revolubion, which the Jews are bringing to the Near East, They
know that it will sooner or later replace their power. Our
military strategy depends heavily on the cooperation of the
Near East, both because of the oil problem, which will beocome.
more diffioult as the war moves to the East and involves even - .
longor shipping routes, and the fact that United Nation's troups
may have to violate the national sovereignty of the Near Eastern
states to reconquer Burma and China from the West. Actually
the Palestine problem itself is largely a trumped-up issue .
between the Jews and British imperial ambitions., Great Britain .
has deliberately appeased the Moslem elements for so long that
she cannot stop appeasing them. She does not want to waste

’ - manpower policing obther Moslem states the way she has had to
c o ‘. Ppolice Iraq : ’

-In- spite of these Seeningly insurmountable obstacles, I.do not- ses why

: people who apply for admission to Palestine do not get instead - -
permanent visas to North Africa, temporary visas to Palestine where
they can get food, clothing, and rest for a year in Haifa Hospibalj
and free passage through Egypt to United Nations territory in )
North Africa where they can reside and learn a trade, till a genuine .
beace shall end their wanderings forever, I, Myself, together -
with other movie patrons have seen newsreels of camps set up in T
Italy for Jugoslavian refugees. No questions were asked; no ocre-- .- -
dentials demanded. : I )

understand why your board csmnot have a conference with Tord Hali
asking him to have these compromises ih the White Paper pub through -
for the sake of humanity. Appeal to him as a former high churchman
and Christian as well as British ambassador. Remind him: ‘how-the
Jewish people in free bterritory- found room in their hearts and- the:
Dbocketbooks for the needs of British children when they were suffe
bombing attacks at the. hands of the very same enemy; -how they
also had contributed to Chinese war relief,and sent their- sons- to’

to fight against the Fasoists in Spgin, when this war really starbte
Remind him-how libe: o ib ven- though-

In view of these facts I and thousands of Ether,éincere Aﬁericans,can?ptA"zb
. Vax'
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were pressing enough. Remind him also.that Christianity owes its
vory oxistance to Judaism and that thei{Tewish contribution to

culture is far older than either the British or Germanic ocultures.
Also, that while their history is -oneccontinuous story of bloody
perseoution, they have never ceased to rear world-famous philosophers,
musicians, scientists, and statesmen, thus managing to win themselves
into the hearts of their compatriots of Gentile faith, until some
tyrant began a religious war. Surely, if bthe greatness of a people
was judged by their traditioms and culbure rather than their -
.wealth of iron and oil, or the might of their military forces, the
Jews would have prefersnce over the Arabs, who have contributed

a good deal to the Nazl cause of late. We can accept the White
Paper as an inevitable evel, necessary if we want to get along

with Middle-Eastern states, but we do not have to deliberately
appease either Hitler or his frlend, the Grand Mufti of Palestinse,
who are both undoubtedly overjoyed at the decision of Washingbon

and London, Surely not to actively oppdse the Nazi extermination
doliocy is to condone it. ;T s :

I hope you understand that I fully appreciaté the work your oommittee,

is already accomplishing in this field. As an active worker in

The Conmittee to Save the Jews of Burope, I helped as mueh as I

could to bring about the areation of your Board. This is simbly

an argunent advocating a method of avéiding the main evils of that
infamous doctrine, the White Paper. If you can do nothing without
further legislation and you agreé with this method, I hope you

wlll speak ‘o Representative Gellar; Will Rogers, and Senator Wagner.
But if leglslation is not necessary then I hope you will net/only

try to influence Lord Halifax to act on behalf of Jewish childrenrand'

oivilians, but will get him %o act immediabely, even to-call the
Prime Minister long distance at the expense of the Jewish agencies,
stateing that the United States, as a mandatory power cannoct condone -
the White Paper as it is written at present, but recommends the )
following compromises. REven if your board, or the President himself,
fails at convincing the British government of the cold-blooded
cruelty of the White Paper at a time like this, Jewish Americans

and other well-intentioned Americans will be grateful to you end:
feel they really belong to a country worbth fighting for. Jusht. in

case AmBassador Halifax does not fully understand the consequences - ';'7
of that law, or does not care, I am enclosing this editorial and LT

drawing by Arthur Szyk, which speaks for itself, -

Yours very respectfu;ijr

E
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. and: read-this proclamation,

. FL“ assembly:-an

“Congress shall make no law respecting an ‘establi ‘én fivel gion, or p
ing the freedom of speech or of the press; or the right of the people peaceabl

for a redress of grievance.”—Article 1, Bill of Rights, U. . :Constititi

25 Unionists Arrested
Accused. of ‘Unlawful Assemb
USW Will Seek Court Test:

By Joun T. Moutou
- Stalf Correspondent ;.
WEIRTON; W. Va,, Mar, 31. €
United Steel Workers, Cl0, were arrésted here
thev attempted to distribute handbills to eniploye!
% oin the n
Sherift. Richard Wright of Ha

Steel Co., urging them to

made the arrests. charged thie union
men with unlawful 3

Y y
s of the 3V

refuse to di

They were locked up in the Commty
Jail, but the union at once made qr-
rangements to obtain their reledse
on bond. *
Yesterday’s arrests camgonly. two
weeks after five USW “members
were injured in an attack by Weir
ton’s “hatchet gang” while passing
out literature at gates of the plant’s

strip mill. The_union say§ two of st
- the ,injured,-~Charles* Fagan -and

Charles Barrance, Jr., are still hos-

pitalized. ;

. Three other workers - were - as-

saulted and severely injured Feb, 17

for the same reason.’ )
Making Weapons

PM recently published detailed
evidence showing that the com-

any, headed by Emest T:-Weit,
ﬂas been producing weapons al-
legedly for use in labor strife,

Orwille J. Kincaid USW head
here, said yesterday the union
would make a court test of the ar-
rests. In the meantime, he said,
the union would continue its ef-
forts to distribute handbills to
Weirton workers, -~ .

The handbills advised of the
efforts now being made by the
‘USW before a War Labor Board
panel in Washington to obtain a
17-cent an hour wage increase and
added:

“Despite the baseless claims of
others, the USW as in 1936, ‘37
41 and 42 is carrying the fight
alone for a general wage increase
for steel workers throughout the
Nation, Do your. part. Join the
USW now.”: S

The majority of .the Weirton
Co,s 12,000 employes ‘belong to
the Weirton _Independent. Union,
which has a contract with:the com-
pany a$ the-sole bargaining agent.

Peaceful Episode - -

Unlike The twa_previo
over passing out li
dav’s:. .

nien-eacn-to i(
two. of -the. plan E

the first’ delegation:.had t;
place:at oiie of the gates and be-
gun offering handhills to those who
entered-and- left,” Norman-D. Fer-
rari, Justice-of ‘the. Peace of Han-
cock - County, -accompanied by
Shieriff "Wiight, walked into. the
street in front” of the .délegation

Whereas, the laws of $
prohibit riots, ‘routs and -unlawfu]

- assemblages and-inake it's criminal T

offense -by- fine and

to participate therein: #nd -
-“Whereas, under said 'l

Justice of the Peace,

. sembled;[llo disperse and .ga<th

Y| ministration

assistance, upon. m;
guilty of the ‘crimié of rig
entence-of not:

i - more
than one. year and .a: fine of . not
more than $500:-aud ¢

- “Whereas, there-.are now :
ered ‘many.persons v ;
in—w turbulent and-disorderly

the Peacs, )
this district; do h
of the law; comni
each and every pets

ways:, Aid T'do heteby: furthe
uport_every-such person and
the Sheriff of this county; dand.
deputies -and- posse, to-arxest:a
secure every person taking part.
this unlawful assemblage who sh
not immediately disperse: am
his way as-I-have commanded

“Any -person here;assembled; v
shall refﬂse-t‘ disperse and Tefus
to give me -assistance, as aforesaid

will be prosecuted to the. full ex:
tent of the law, for rict and unla
ful assemblage contrary to the Ia
and peace of this state.” - d
Cards Put Up
Shortly thereafter, printed. cards
bearing.~ the proclamation: were
tacked onto telephone poles in the
vicinity of the gate where the.dele-
gation” was- distributing the h:
bills.. . S . :
Kincaid said that 24 of the, 25
men arrested:were former-longtime
employes-of the  Weirton -Co. "l
were ‘dismissed recently. becauge: of ||
union activity, The other ‘was:a
field representative of “the™union,
Kincaid_said that one of thiose:
rested, Jack Givens, is:a veter
his war. who was gi

union; activi
giver -emplayment
mills in the: Pitisburgh a

meeln;

-“Whereas, any person

teesetesottony
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