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In reply please 
refer to I 1161 

JUN 2 _;_ 1944 

Dear Mr. Gish: 

'l'he President has referred to me your 
letter of June 5, 1944, oonoern1ng Jew1oh refugees. 

'i'he tlar RefUgee Board is doing eveeything 
in its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppreaeton 
who a1·e in imminent dBJ1ger of death, and to pro•ide 
havens of rt>.fuge for those who are enabled to escape 
from enemy territory. In this connection, you may be 
interested in the attached copies of the President's 
recent message to Oongreee, hie cablegram to Ambassador 
Murphy in Algiere concerning the establishment of an 
Emergency RefUgee Shelter at .Fort Ontario, Oswego, Hew 
York, and hie memorandum to the heads of the agencies 
concerned lfith the execution of the plan, 

Your interest in the fate of refugees and 
the problem of finding places of asylum for them is 
apJ>reciated, 

Mr, Morris S. Gish, 
1745 President Street, 
Brookl711 13, Bew York. 

Attachaents. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. 1·1. Pehle 
Executive Director 
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MORRISS. GISH/ ~/ 
174'5 PRESIDENT ST., ZONE tf' 

BROOKLYN, NEW~ORK 

~/· ! ,.,.,.. June 5th, 
1 

1944 
Roosevelt ~Y llEFERIU:' 

Washington, D. c. 

Uy dear l/r, President: 

10d ACK.NuWL~nG~' 
J.ND CONSIDERA f!UN 

W.;~ .. , "4.J ·-v .~ 
~ tD tlae Pndl!ani 

I I wish to take this opportunity to conur.end you upon 
action in establishing a "1/ar Refugee 5oard, your 

l 
This act is an excellent one, but I do not believe that 
this ~oard. in itself is the solu~ion to the whole pro?lem, 
Tile situation of the poor unfortunate Jews who are still 
alive in Europe is very grave and prompt effective action 
is necessary to rescue them. 

fme countries have welcomed lin:ited amou-nt of Jews, Vi-f-hile 
hers have cl·early indicated their objections, eve_n to 
mporary admission. It seems that the only solution would 
to operL~Palestine'"as a haven of refuge - . 

.!'or those Jews who can imnuge to escape the claws of the 
Tyrant Hitler and his cohorts, 

I firrr.ly believe that the doors of Palestine should be open­
ed to these Jews. HuP.Jah lives are at stake and I rightfully 

I believe t·hat England should show herself to be humanitarian 
and practical ·by making good the Balfour Declaration or at 
least by opening up the_ doors of Palestine ag~in in order to 
save t11e surviving Jews of Europe froDI_ annihilation at the 
hands of the Nazi hordes. 

Ni th many thanks for your kind c onsid-erationc, I remain 
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